N R N A NN Shhihhhi iy,
AR SRR

‘,-.

s
Av **% AMASIRAN

v}'
Fatt

vd
N
Fat
NN
NG
Fatiti bt
R

.*.'.'.'.'
o4y
.

A report
&;

- to Governor Jim Florio
from the
Transportation Executive Council

e
’f‘
4

.

A
AN
A

e

IR
AL
g .‘. Ay

November 14, 1990
X .»fi‘x*:t

Tom Downs, Chairman

zi
Y

>
(«D)
»
-
(e}
e,
2
D
Z

.

00X
AR

*.-":"
4%

whdalitety

.‘.‘..

s
Recommendations

R

A

NN
.W%H
SAoeSe
0N
& m
AN

LA,

N .*_...”.-.
RaSase

LI X ~ LGS X A g B SRS RS R A atel
AN tetels sy SRttt el
AN ededs SRR e e e

I

e
4]
B
(e
U
O
o
-
g+
o
=
D)
<
i
Y
@)
Z
o
Q
b







Recommendations
for Northern and Central

New Jersey

A Report
to Governor Jim Florio
- from the Transportation Executive Council

Tom Downs, Chairman

November 14, 1990



Table of Contents

Introduc‘tion‘

Transportation Profile

Traffic ahd Growth Patterns;"l

Recommendations

I-80 Corridor
I-78 Corridor
Route 1 Corridor

Route 9/Garden State Parkway Corridor

11

14

18



Introduction

On September 26, 1990, the Tranéportation Executive Council (TEC) issued The

Decision-making Framework for Transportation in the 1990s, a set of pol1c1es that the :

Council will use to shape the capital program of the 13 member agencies and
authorities in the comlng decade. The report represented the TEC's first step in
fulfilling the mission established by Governor Jim Florio of developing an integrated -
statewide transportation investment plan.. A Technical Adv1sory Group comprised
of the executive directors of the Council's member agenc1es was established to assist -
- the TEC in its efforts. v :

In 1ssu1ng the Framework, the Council promised that a series of regional
reports would follow, detailing specific project recommendations based on the -
policies. In its first regional report, the Council announced recommendations for
southern New Jersey. This report, the second of that series, focuses on
recommendations for northern and central New Jersey: Sussex, Warren, Passaic,
Morris, Hunterdon, Somerset, Middlesex, Mercer, Monmouth and Ocean Counties
~ and portions of Bergen, Essex and Union Counties. - Future reports will include
-~ recommendations for the northeastern portion of the state and goods movement.

These counties represent the e_conomlc‘fronhers of the 1980s and the
congestion frontiers of the 1990s. It was in these counties that the surge of speculative
development, rapidly expandmg housing and the consequent build up of suburban
congestion played itself out in the last decade. ‘

The congestlon issue

' This section of New ]ersey is characterized by increasing traffic congestlon
which ranges from occasional to constant and severe on all of the major highways in
the region. However, in dealing with the congestion issue, the TEC recognized that
new federal air quality standards and other state and federal environmental
constraints will not permit New Jersey to build its way out of these problems.
Residents of these areas understand that more highways spur more sprawl and more
congestion creating a need for still wider thhways, placmg the suburban or rural
character of their lives in jeopardy. :

Therefore, the TEC has adopted a policy of attacking congestion‘wit‘hout
encouraging more single passenger vehicles or inappropriate land use. The TEC has
reaffirmed the need to move more people, not more vehicles, and recognized the



need to link people to newly emerging suburban- job centers, requiring greater
emphasis on intra-New Jersey transit connections.

~ Through its policies, the TEC has stressed the importance of treating
transportation plannrng and’ development to support tourism differently than we

have in the past, This is particularly crrtrcal in portrons of some of the counties
covered in this report

On weekends traffic flow in northern and central New Jersey is generally
away from urban centers with vacationers headrng for the recreational areas in
Sussex and Warren Counties and the Poconos in Pennsylvania, which attract

thousands of visitors from New Iersey, New York and New England via I-78, I-80,
Routes 15, 46 and 206

To the south% and east, still more vacationers use the. Garden State Parkway, I-
195, Routes 9, 70 and 72 to reach the shore resorts in Monmouth, Ocean, Atlantic and
Cape May Counties. At times, seasonal traffic volumes exceed capacity.




Transportatlon Proflle

The economic act1v1ty of this part of New ]ersey can be traced along the
spokes of its transportation network — the routes of its major highways, toll roads,
~ trains and buses. More recently, the network has been augmented by transportatlon

management assoc1atrons (TMAs) e : - --

East West

, v Two interstates dommate east—west travel in the regron The northernmost e
1-80, is one of the most heavily traveled roads in the state. It connects the Delaware
~_ River on the west to the Hudson River on the east, the state's Pennsylvama and
New York borders. (A portron of I—95 at the George Washmgton Br1dge is actually R
the f1nal connection.) v 4 . . o -

Although rick traffrc is heavy on I-80 suburban New ]erseyans also use th1s‘ o

“interstate to get to ]ObS and shopping.. Eastbound motorists may use I-80 to reach

- uptown Manhattan or connect with the Cross Bronx Expressway to New England

~ destinations, while people going west are frequently bound for vacation resorts in - -
" .Sussex County and Pennsylvama ’ : - ‘ :

Further south I-78 also stretches from Pennsylvama to New York and serves .

~suburban commuters, shoppers and interstate travelers. Motorists eastbound on I- - *

- 78 to New York City can travel to lower Manhattan via the Holland Tunnel, to
- midtown Manhattan by the Lincoln Tunnel via the New Jersey Turnplke or to

. uptown Manhattan, the Cross Bronx Expressway and New England via the George ‘

- Washmgton Br1dge ' . R SR '

Trans reglon

' I-287 is the 1nterstate wh1ch when completed w1ll run through suburban ’ .
northern and central New Jersey to bypass New York City and connect to the New o
York State Thruway. The roadway also connects the Turnplke, the. Garden State o
Parkway, Route 1 and Interstates 78 and 80 , i

” As a result of these various connectlons, traffrc on 1-287 is drawn from the :
entire region with increasing numbers of commuters bound for the raprdly growmg
suburban complexes that have developed along th1s corrrdor
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' s. commuter or1entatlon d1v1des along this 1nterstate East of 1-287

lestlned for Newark and New York, west of 1-287 for employment
ban New ]ersey and even Pennsylvama

)
North south

|
oute 9, the Garden State Parkway and Interchanges 7 to 18 on the |
nplke are the most heavily traveled north-south highway links in
nsely traveled area has a variety of spokes in its transportation
< suburban northern and central New ]ersey w1th New York City,
the shore areas. ‘ :

|
,, , | Publlc transp ortatlon

n 1s served by an extenswe publlc transportatlon 1nfrastructure
1 R
ce |to Hoboken is provrded by N] TRANSIT's Hoboken Division -
ascack Valley, Boonton, Morristown, Gladstone and Montclair. -
Hoboken, connect1ons to Manhattan are prov1ded by PATH or the

e to Manhattan s Penn Statlon is prov1ded by Amtrak and by NI

v1ce to- downtown Manhattan 1s avallable from Newark Penn
{ | ' o :

>portat10n to New York C1ty 1ncludes extenswe express and local o
J TRANSIT and private operators.

our TMAs in the area covered by this report Greater Prmceton
llesex Movmg (KMM), Morris County Rides (MC Rides) and the
tijMA These public/ private corporations work directly with - -
ourage and promote the use of ridesharing, public transit and other
juce the number of single passenger vehlcles and increase hlgh '
tol employment centers. : '

|
|

ark Division (Northeast Corridor, Raritan Valley and North Jersey §
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I-80 Corridor

Traffic and growth patterns

The I-80 corridor encompasses Bergen, Passaic, Essex, Morris, Warren and
Sussex Counties. Other major highways in the corridor, including I-280, I-287 and
state routes 4, 10, 15, 17, 23, 46 and 206, experience heavy traffic volumes and
congestion from recreational travelers as well as daily commuters.

I-80 carries commuters from Sussex and Warren Counties and Pennsylvania
to the high-density suburban employment complexes in Morristown and
Parsippany-Troy Hills. More than 60 percent of the traffic west of I-287 is destined
for Morris County locations. Between Route 15 and I-287, the road is at capacity
much of the day. Routes 15 and 206 are nearly at capacity during morning rush
hours and heavily congested on weekends.

Approximately 50 percent of the commuters heading for Manhattan via I-95
and the George Washington Bridge originate in Bergen and Passaic Counties.
Delays at the bridge range from 20 minutes to two hours and severely affect traffic
flow throughout northern New Jersey. =

Traffic congestion is extremely severe on state and local roads in the
Paterson/Passaic/Clifton/Wayne area of Passaic County. The problem is exacerbated
by a lack of public transit service to employment centers outside the area and poor
north-south access in Essex and Passaic Counties.
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I-80 is used by commuters from Bergen Passalc, Essex, Morrls, =
sex Counties to reach employment centers within these counties.
1sed to reach jobs in western Essex and Hudson Counties and in

is \also heav11y used by vacationers from New York State and

'sey ‘counties to reach recreation areas in Sussex and Warren -
the Pocono Mountams via connectlons w1th Routes 23, 94 206 and
mportant travel pattern in this corridor 1nvolves resrdents of New
nd
1te’rs along I—287 Thls pattern is expected to ancrease w1th the
’87. : , :

I‘
Cod

Recommendatlons

F the use of pubhc tran51t and hlgh occupancy vehlcles on
[-80 and I-287 serving suburban ofﬁce complexes in the
armppany—Troy H111s area. |

Y ¢ of development in the Mornstown/ Par51ppany-Troy Hllls area,
e ‘severe congestion on I-80 and 1-287, warrants serious
prlonty lanes for public transit riders and car- and vanpoolers

s. The targeted section on I-80 would be between Route 15 and I-
between I-78 and I-80. »

I-80 offers an 1mmed1ate opportumty to use this addmonal lane
he 'peak period to 1mplement the first phase of what may someday
uburban public transit spine. Supported by park and rides at -

5 on Routes 206 and 15, as well as near the interchange of I-80 and
edicated lane would give buses, carpoolers and vanpoolers from
i Warren and Sussex Counties priority treatment through the o
8 of I-80 during péak rush hours. i o

ese park and rides could be expanded to multrmodal transportatlon , -

ted promotion of ridesharing. In addition, new bus service to
lould be introduced along Routes 206 and 15, along I-80 through
nd eastern Pennsylvama and from Essex-and Union Counties.

stments w111 substantlally increase transportatmn capac1ty
th |1n this ma]or suburban employment complex through the

Rockland Counties who commute to jobs in Bergen County and .

e the potential of these investments, there must be an aggressive o



and 10

" Peak-hour congestxon could be greatly reduced through a traffrc

. Implement 1ntegrated comdor management along I-80 Routes 46 :

management program that qulckly detects accidents and breakdowns, diverts traffic e o
to appropriate routes and in general provrdes timely, useful travel 1nformat1on to

motor1sts o

The NIDOT will 1mplement such a system along I-80 and Routes 10 and 46
which run parallel to the interstate and could serve as alternate routes. The TEC.
- recommends linking this east-west system with a similar one for the entire I-80/ N]
- Turnplke/ George Washmgton Bridge/Cross-Bronx Expressway corridor.” The Port -
Authority of New York and New Jersey will take the lead in 1mp1ement1ng thlS -
1nterstate corrldor management system : : :

, In addltron the N]DOT w1ll 1mplement a series of transportat1on system '
management (TSM) 1mprovements on Route 10 to 1mprove trafflc flow ‘

. Max1mlze ex1st1ng capac1ty on Routes 206 and 15

» The W1demng of Routes 206 and 15 in Sussex County will be d1ff1cult because- S
~ of the numerous parks, lakes, and wetlands in the area. Instead, NJDOT will explore R

other ways to ease congestion and the severe surges in tourism traffic. Selected
intersection 1mprovements, shoulder widenings and the use of shoulders durmg
‘peak periods are expected to help. A center reversible lane may prove effective
because of the directional ﬂow of traff1c, partlcularly during peak recreat1onal
seasons. : : : = :

v_ . Form a transportatron development dlstnct (TDD) mcludmg
Vernon Hardyston, Franklm and Hamburg o \

The TDD mechamsm can 1 be used to fund several 1ntersect10n 1mprovements

_needed in this area to 1mprove trafflc flow assocrated w1th growmg recreatronal
: development : E S S

. Implement TSM 1mprovements east of I-287

There is no s1ngle answer to the congestron problems in the eastern I-80 area, -

" which is one of the most congested areas of the state. Major new ahgnments are

probably not fea51ble, but N]DOT can begm some local pro]ects to 1mprove traff1c .

flow, such as:

— spot congestron and 1ntersectlon 1mprovements on Route 3, 4 17 and 46
and in Essex County, . : A

1mprovements to the ramps at the I-80/ GSP 1nterchange, and




- expans lon of Route 23 capac1ty

" In add1t1oh the N]DOT will develop the Route 3 / 16 mterchange in Chfton o
NJDOT will further evaluate ‘ways to increase north/ south capac1ty in western Essex]

. County.

1-80.

Many emplo'yers in the eastern 1-80 area are concerned about a pos51ble labor

shortage in the

‘.
-
o

k

coming decade and their ability to attract workers who do not live -

~near the employment centers. The den51ty of employment in the area warrants
. ‘serious exploration of a TMA, particularly in the western Essex County and

Paterson/Passaic

~ transit service.

\
|
i
|

'Beyond. tths,wN] TRANSIT w111 contmue its evaluanon of the Montcla1r |

- connection in co

sultation with local communities. A key element of this project

~ must be the deve lopment of the prOJect s phys1cal elements in the context of a

strong urban des: lgr}.

10

/ Chfton area Empha51s should also be placed on prov1d1ng reverse. '

* Expand fl\idéshaﬁngl and public transit service to the casteendof
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[-78 Corridor
Traffic and growth patterns

The I-78 corridor includes all or parts of Essex, Union, Morris, Somerset,
Hunterdon and Warren Counties. It traverses urban, suburban and rural portions of
the state. . ‘

Completion of the gaps in I-78 in Union and Warren Counties have made the
corridor readily accessible to the New York/Newark area and the
Allentown/Bethlehem/Easton, Pennsylvania, (ABE) area.

Within the I-78 corridor, Route 22 also provides east-west connections. While
the completion of I-78 has taken a large percentage of long distance trips off Route 22,
that relief is expected to be very short-lived. Extensive commercial strip development
east of Somerville and more industrial development to the west is expected.

Routes 24, 31, 202, 206 and I-287 and many county roads such as 525 provide
north-south movement and are congested. There are particularly bad bottlenecks, '
such as the Flemington Circle on Routes 202/31 and the Somerville Circle on Routes
202/206. »

I-78 crosses an area of the state that experienced some of the most dramatic
effects of the relatively uncontrolled development of the 1980s, including all or parts
of Warren, Hunterdon, Somerset, Morris, Union and Essex Counties. The corridor
varies in character from urban in the east through suburban to rural in the west.

11



B
l,'
|

The completlon of I-78 through the Watchung Mountams in Umon County

- and its connection
- rapid suburbaniza
. congestion simi

- side of the state
~ areas.

o Although
» Congesﬁon prob]
- already have cor

' Others that are

Tr1p orie

~ volumes could i

| At the we
toward Phillipsb;
shifting to the M

) During. the

for its shopping
- surrounding sta

 transforming fro;

to Pennsylvania south of Phillipsburg in Warren County brought
tion to a: prev1ously rural area. With the complet1on of I-78 came = .
ar.;to that found in other, older corridors in the state as the western
became readily accessible to the Newark/New York and the ABE

1

the western section of I-78 has not yet experrenced severe

1gest10n problems which are expected to become more- severe

currently funct1on1ng well w1ll become problematlc '
\

q

n‘tatron w1th1n the corrldor is d1v1ded by 1.287. East of I-287 tnps are
oriented toward

_centers continue
~ trips are eastbou
" centers in the M
" As employment

Newark and New York. However, this may change as employment
to\ grow along I-287. In Hunterdon and Somerset Counties, most
nd as well but most are destined primarily for the employment
orristown/Parsippany-Troy Hills and Bridgewater/Somerville areas.
ncr:ease I-287 congestion has already become a critical bottleneck.

stern end of the c:orndor in Warren County, tr1ps are onented

urg and Pennsylvania. However, this market also appears to be
[orinstown and Somerville areas. »

> last decade, the once rural area of Flernington has become known
autlets, attracting not only New Jerseyans but also visitors from
es. Meanwhile, surrounding Raritan Township is rapidly

m an agr1cultural area to a residential and employment center.

t

Population has 1r£creased 38% in the last six years and it is estimated that an

“additional 4.5 mi

~ the year 2000.
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| Recommendatlons
D ndesharmg and pubhc transit capacrty in the Somerv1lle
'-Troy Hllls employment corndors. |
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ems, nor is it expected to in the next five years, several 1nterchanges o

centers continue to grow along the I-287 corridor, reverse comrnute o



~ 1-287, which links major employment centers of Parsippany-Troy Hills,

Morristown, Bridgewater, Somerville and Piscataway, is already operating at capacrty

with numerous critical bottlenecks. NJDOT will explore widening this road to
provide pr1or1ty treatment for pubhc transit and ridesharing.

If feasible, these rush hour pr1or1ty lanes could extend the pubhc transit spme
recommended for the I-80 corridor and, in effect, create an I-80/1-287 transit spine in
northern New Jersey. This would have to be supported by expanded park and ride

facilities and bus service between the corrrdor S res1dent1al areas and the
employment centers. ‘

. Manage grthli creatively
Examples of ways to manage mclude

— Usmg NJDOT's State Hrghway Access Management Code to preserve
capacity on major state roads. Its application will be of highest value in areas -
which are not fully developed, such as Route 202 between Flemington and
Somerville and Route 22 between Pohatcong Township and Somerville. A
cooperative effort between NJDOT, the counties and municipalities will be
initiated to pursue better land use planmng and preservatron of rlghts of way
at selected 1nterchanges along I-78. : :

~— Encouraging formation of TDDs in locanons ripe for therr use, 1nclud1ng '
the Annandale/ Lebanon/ Clrnton area and the Flemington area.

— Expandmg existing TMASs or creating a new TMA in Somerset County to
foster employer centered demand management strategies.

. Increase capac1ty on ma]or north/south routes

N]DOT will study ways to move more people on ma]or north-south routes.

Critical sections include Route 31 between Route 202 in Flemington and Route 46 in

Warren County, and Route 206 between Princeton and Somerville.  This study
~ should include Routes 22, 24, and 202 as well. NJDOT will also advance the
Somervrlle C1rcle and Flemington bypass pro]ects '

* Improve the I-78/Garden State Parkway (GSP) connectlon

Among the more crltrcal mrssmg l1nks in the northern part of the state is an

interchange between the GSP and I-78 in Union County. There are no ramps to
accommodate the GSP northbound to I-78 westbound traffic and the GSP

southbound to I-78 eastbound traffic. The New ]ersey Hrghway Authorlty should
construct these ramps '

13



Route 1 Corridor
- Travel and growth patterns
. '\ d L
This corrn:lor, encompassing Mercer and- Middlesex Counties, is defined and
served by three parallel high-capacity highways, Routes 1, 130, and the New Jersey
- Turnpike, and by the Northeast Corridor (NEC) rail line. The massive development

‘that has occurre along this corridor over the past 15 years has shown how
uncontrolled ‘su urban development can result in serious traffic congestion.

Portions o the Route 1 and 1-287 corridors have emerged as primary suburban

employment centers, exerting powerful influence on commuting and housmg

patterns. This is particularly true between Princeton and New Brunswick and in the

Parsippany-Troy H1lls/Morr1stown and Somerville areas. These new centers have

‘become powerfull magnets for Pennsylvania commuters’ in Bucks, Pike and"

Northampton Counties who dominate peak-hour traffic flow on the Delaware River
crossmgs from ’Ilrenton north.

Overlaid on the suburban commuting patterns which center on Route 1 and I- -

287 is the Manhattan/Newark/Waterfront commute. Unlike the suburban
commuters, the majonty of these workers use public transit, including NJ
TRANSIT's rail S°I‘V1C€ and express buses operated by N] TRANSIT and many
private bus companies. v

a

: Other major 1 north—south routes in the corridor are Routes 9,18, 31 and 206

with connections to l-287 178, 1-95 and the Garden State Parkway. East—west travel is -

primarily along R I.outes 33 and 1-195.
. l . . . . .
Despite an explos1on in residential development the Route 1 corridor Stlll
imports employees. Growth was expected to continue in this corridor, ultimately
_ yielding a jobs-tor housmg ratio as high as four jobs to every one resident by 2005.
Though these forecasts may not be realized in this timeframe, the corridor will

continue to attract Workers living outside the corridor, puttmg further pressure on
already‘stressed transportanon systems. '

Travel orientation in the corridor is northbound from Pennsylvama and the
residential areas south of Trenton to jobs in Trenton and along Route 1. The
dominant flow of traff1c reverses in the Plainsboro/Windsor area with Workers
commg from the northern part of the state to ]obs along Route 1.

The corridor also has a large number of commuters bound for Manhattan

- Newark and the Hudson River Waterfront, most of whom use public transit. Use of
rail service might be hlgher except for the limited parking.

14
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Commuters destmed to the Meadowlands, the Hudson R1ver Waterfront and

Newark, many in automob1les, also traverse this corridor, joining the stream of
northbound commuters on the Turnpike.

, ~Along the corr1dor 1tself previous travel demand forecasts indicated the need
for 12 lanes on Route 1 to accommodate commuters, if all proposed development
were to occur. Regardless of the slowdown in development, peak demand will
substantially exceed capacity on this highway. That congestion, and the congestion
on some of the smaller adjacent roads, is in part symptomatic of the poor

connections to Route 130 and to the corridor's highest capac1ty carrier, the Turnp1ke |

Co'unty Routes 571 and 522 draw regional traffic over rural two-lane
-+ roads and through relatrvely small communities. On Route 522, a key brldge
- over Amtrak's NEC is structurally deficient. :

In the Trenton area, Route 29/129 is incomplete. Access from the
Turnpike to Trenton currently 1nvolves a circuitous routmg along I-195,
. Route 206 and locallstreets :

. The inadequacy of these connections causes specral problems for the
high volume of trucks that are now needed to support businesses. Moreover, .
- there are serious capac1ty problems on the Scudder Falls and Route 1

Delaware River crossmgs in the Trenton area.

"Two of the ma)or ra1l stations in the corridor, Trenton and Princeton
Junction, serve 10 OQO northbound passengers a day, 80 percent of whom are
/destmed to Penn Statlon/ New York
- Service at these stattons is supported by 5,920 parkmg spaces under mumcrpal
~ jurisdiction. A measure of the inadequacy of parking capacity is a 1,200 person
 waiting list for permlt parking at Prmceton Junction.

Resolution of; the corrrdor s transportatlon problems rests on the premlse that

highway capacity cannot be expanded to fully meet the demands. Nevertheless, the
‘capacity of Route|1 to move people will have to be expanded through selected
~ widenings and aggressive demand management strategies. Some of the burden can
- Dbe relieved if the Turnplke becomes more of a regional carrier by providing better
connecnons to the ex1st1ng highway network and key h1gh-dens1ty employment
centers. = ‘ o : :

} Recommendatlons
|
- * Relieve Route 1 congeshon.

— Some capac1ty expansion and congestxon relief can be accomplished by
* continuing |the NJDOT's program of replacing signalized intersections with
overpasses N]DOT will also assess-the apphcablhty of traffic management

16




vtechnolog1es to the corr1dor, 1nclud1ng 1nc1dent management traffrc e
- surveillance and d1ver51on techmques, as well as computerlzed traff1c srgnal R
’ _systems L S S o

: — N] TRANSIT w1ll expand parkmg at the Trenton and Metropark Statlons

and develop new lots at proposed stations in Hamilton and South Brunswick =

‘Townships. Additional parking expansmn is also bemg con51dered at the :
" Prmceton ]unctlon statlon , : :

— Smce the corr1dor 1mports 50 much labor N] TRANSIT and Keep
- Middlesex Moving (KMM) and Greater Princeton TMAs should work

together to use the rail service for reverse commuters from the northern part o

. of the state and to improve public transit connections between rail
‘stations and employment centers on Route 1. The reverse commute will -

__ require expanded parking at the northern end of the NEC and shuttles to hnk"

~ the stat1ons to office complexes near the stat1ons

e Aggresswely 1mplement demand management strategles. =

The corridor is charactenzed by a number of large employers, the State of
New Jersey and Princeton University being the largest. Congestion relief can be
~ achieved if each major employer, including the State of New Jersey, adopts and.
implements policies that encourage rrdesharmg Such policies may be supported by
trip reduction ordinances and by aggressive parking management programs. -
Implementation of the strategies can be fac111tated by the two TMAs in the area,
KMM and Greater Princeton. ‘ -

While the need for demand management strateg1es is acute in this reglon of
- New Jersey, it is clear that the time is. right for New Jersey to begin to develop these
- programs as a means for alleviating congestion statewide. Recognizing the need to.
- systematically implement demand management programs, Senator Walter Rand -
has introduced a package of bills now be1ng cons1dered by the Leg1slature The TEC'} o
supports Senator Rand's efforts. : ,

.. Improve the Tumplke s connectlons to the state hlghway system

'— The Turnpike will build the nghtstown bypass to alleviate the bottleneck o

of traffic leaving the Turnp1ke at Exrt 8 bound for destmatlons in the Route T
_ corr1dor - : - S

'— The Turnpike will advance Route 92, a connection between Route 1 and o
the Turnpike at Exit 8A wh1ch would prov1de substant1al rehef for Route 1

congest1on

L — Connectlons to Trenton from the south are less than opt1mum The
completion of the Trenton Complex will be an improvement, but e
.constructlon of the Route 129 freeway W1ll prov1de a cruc1al link between -




|
|
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E 195/ I-29 and Trenton. These 1mprovements will reduce delays on the
southern approaches to Trenton and improve the Trenton area's connectivity

to the Tu npxke and pomts south. NJDOT will advance construct1on of these
connectors. . :

. Ma1nt m Route 130

Route 13 runs parallel to the Turnpike and serves some of the same traffic o
~ demands as a local carrier. NJDOT should maintain this route as an alternate
service road wi the focus on needed safety and operanonal 1mprovements
o |
. Impro ellocal connections to the trans-Delaware crossmgs and
cons1der expa J SIOII optlons.

The Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission should prioritiz’e the
~ planning for both short-term (within five years) and long-term options for
~ expanding the capac1ty of the Route 1 and Scudder Falls br1dges Consideration-

should be given |to| the use of reversible lane technology glven the strong directional
~ flow on these brldges ‘ ‘ v

l
|
|

Route S?/Garden State Parkway Corr1dor :

Gr‘owth and Traffic Patt-erns |

Monmouth and Ocean Countles are the fastest growing in New ]ersey and
that growth is expected to continue. During the past two decades, thousands of
~ people from the older, urban core of New Jersey and New York metropolitan areas -
have moved to this/area. Many of these residents, however, continue to work in
the urban areas to the north, placing heavy demands on existing highways and
»bndges, commuter ra1l and bus networks, and local roads. In addition, thls area

experlences significant shore-bound recreational traffic.
. l

The explo 1on in popula’uon in Monmouth and Ocean Counti_es has turned

the Garden State arkway into a congested urban highway and put severe stress on |
many of the local|arterials, intersections and traffic circles. Routes such as 18, 33, 34,

- 35, 36, 37, 70 and 72lhave become part1cularly overburdened.

b '_18
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Normal congestlon is mtensrﬁed by seasonal recreatlonal trafflc It is not
uncommon for ccongestion in this corridor to extend from noon Friday to noon
Monday during the summer as vacationers head for Sandy ‘Hook and other shore
areas. Congestion is heavy on the primary north-south roadways in both -
Monmouth and Ocean Counties as well as on the major east-west access roads
leading to the shore commun1t1es i L : ‘

Much of the transportatlon mfrastructure in thlS area, espec1ally the brldges,

isin d1srepa1r or functionally obsolete. Many of the bridges which provide access to ": o
- shore communities are subject to coastal weather cond1t10ns which cause addltlonal_ o

‘mamtenance problems

Recommendatlons

. Repalr mfrastructure

, Several ma]or 1nfrastructure 1mprovements are planned by N]DOT on )
“Routes 34, 35, 36, 70, 71 and 72 in the Monmouth and Ocean County area.  These ‘
- projects consist primarily of brldge repa1r and roadway and 1ntersect10n

1mprovements : L . :

e Program selected h1ghway unprovements to expand capac1ty and :
1mprove systems management S , ‘ |
o " The TEC supports the proposed w1den1ng of the Garden State Parkway ) .
}'between Interchanges 80 and 83 near Toms River. NJDOT's capital program |

includes dualization of Route 70 in Ocean County, thereby completmg the
. construction work wh1ch has already been 1mt1ated

The Department w1ll also proceed with the w1den1ng of Route 33 in the

vicinity of Corlies Avenue in Neptune, improvements to Route 36 from Eatontown

 to Monmouth Park elimination of the Allaire Circle on Route 34 in Wall
Township and intersection improvements on Route 35 in Wall Townshlp The

- NJDOT will install a computerlzed 51gnahzatlon system on Route 18 to: 1mprove i
~traffic ﬂow D » : : :

. Investlgate and 1mplement addltlonal hlghway adv1sory radlo and
“advisory signs to better manage recreatlonal trafflc destlned to the Ocean |
and Monmouth shore resort areas. g :

In parncular this will a1d the congestlon problems along Routes 35 36 and
the Parkway The Garden State Parkway will: look 1nto such a system "




~« NJDOT|and NJ TRANSIT will continue to support and implement

~ the creation and expansion of park and ride facilities to support and en-
 courage use of public transportation. i |
* Study ¢ L e |
— Route 9. This corridor will require additional capacity to support public
transportation demands. The NJDOT will study various operational alternatives to im-
prove the efficiency of Route 9 north of Freehold and in the Lakewood area.

 — Route 18. The NJDOT will continue to evaluate the extension of Route 18 south-
- ward in Monmouth County . — : — : :

pacity improvements.

" tohelp improve local traffic = |  sawewus

and Brielle. - w

~ flows and make better use of |

. the statewide transportation
- system. b

. '— Route 33, The

- NJDOT will continue to

" evaluate and design the 1.

- completion of the Route 33, -

freeway to improve local

. trafficflow. |

~ —Route 35.|This
corridor from Middlesex

- County into Ocean County =
will be studied to bring the
road up to current design |
standards and to rehabilitate

_the Shark River Bridge.

2 — Route 70. The
NJDOT will continue to
study the Route 70 corridor, .

-including improvements s

- from Jack Martin Boulevard |

to the Brielle Circlein = - .

- ‘Brick and Wall Townships

o - — Garden State Park- |
~way. The New Jersey High-
way Authority should, |
develop a system of service -
roads between Interchange 88 |
- and Interchange 91 toim- |
prove the capacity of the, |
- Parkway in this rapidly de- - |
~ veloping area of Ocean
~ County. These serviceroads | %"
- will enable the Parkway to
better distribute traffic
~between Routes 88 and, 70.
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