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Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Directs the Lowering of U.S.
and New Jersey Flags in Honor of
Congressman Dick Zimmer

TRENTON – Governor Murphy today signed

Executive Order No. 412 (https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-412.pdf) ordering U.S. and New Jersey flags

to fly at half-staff from Friday, January 16, 2026, until sunset on January 17, 2026, in recognition and mourning of
dedicated public servant, Richard Alan (“Dick”) Zimmer. 

U.S. Congressman Dick Zimmer was born on August 16, 1944, in Newark, New Jersey. A graduate of Yale College and
Yale Law School, he built a distinguished legal career before entering public service. He was elected to the New
Jersey Assembly in 1981 and the State Senate in 1987. In 1990, Congressman Zimmer was elected to the United
States House of Representatives, representing New Jersey’s 12th Congressional District for three terms from 1991 to
1997, where he advanced legislation, including Megan's Law which requires residents to be notified when a convicted
sex offender moves into their neighborhood. In 2010, Governor Chris Christie appointed Congressman Zimmer as the
chair of the New Jersey Privatization Task Force. Congressman Zimmer is survived by his wife of 60 years, Marfy
Goodspeed; their sons Carl and Benjamin and their spouses; three granddaughters; and his three sisters Barbara
Zimmer, Ilene Hyman, and Susan Rubin.

“For decades, Congressman Dick Zimmer dedicated his career to fiscal responsibility, child safety, and government
transparency," said Governor Murphy. “Throughout his time as a public servant, he successfully passed meaningful
legislation aimed at helping New Jerseyans live safe lives. We will honor Congressman Zimmer's legacy of leading
with integrity, compassion, and determination."

For a copy of Executive Order No. 412, click here (https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-412.pdf)
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