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Story and photos by Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht

The 108th Wing is celebrating the 60th anni-
versary of the KC-135 Stratotanker today. 
The air refueling aircraft, which has been 
a steadfast part of the Air Force fleet, was 
first flown on Aug. 31, 1956.

“It’s a great airplane,” said Lt. Col. Pete 
Desautelle, the 141st Air Refueling Squadron 
Commander. “It was designed a long time 
ago, but it’s a fantastic performer, it’s a very 
strong airplane, and it continues to perform 
well for us.”

The 108th Wing has been flying the KC-135 
for 25 years. Some Airmen equate it to 
owning a classic car.

“The airplane sitting on the ramp looks fast, 
and when you take that airplane, and you get 
it airborne, and you pitch up, eight to ten 
degrees, put it into a thirty degree bank, it’s 
just a majestic looking aircraft. There’s no 
other aircraft that has that profile, 

it’s just dynamic,” said Chief Master Sgt. 
Brian Kilpatrick, 141st Air Refueling Squadron 
Chief Boom Operator

“We do notice the age of these airplanes, 
but we don’t let it deter us from going and 
accomplishing our mission,” Kilpatrick 
continued.

“From the crews to the maintenance folks, 
we all do our best to get the mission done, 
so ‘age is just a number’ as those of us that 
are fifty-year-olds or better like to think of 
it as, and the plane is very capable of doing 
it’s mission,” said Kilpatrick.

The KC-135 has the ability to carry passen-
gers and cargo, while also being able to 
refuel aircraft. It can also transport patients 
for aeromedical evacuations.

“Refueling fighters in a combat zone is cool, 
but transporting patients from Bagram Air 

Field, Afghanistan, back to Germany and then 
home is one of the most rewarding things 
I’ve ever done,” said Kilpatrick. “The KC-135 
is a very versatile aircraft.”

Even though the KC-135 Stratotanker is cel-
ebrating it’s 60th birthday, and is predicted 
to fly until it reaches 80, it has become a 
much-loved refueling workhorse for Air 
Mobility Command.

“The 135 for me, my favorite thing about this 
airplane is its ability to fly long distances 
or loiter for a long time, “said Desautelle. 
“The airplane was designed in the early 50’s, 
so that’s just after World War II. I think the 
plans for this aircraft are that it’s going to 
fly for another twenty years, and I think that 
demonstrates its capabilities.”

“To me it demonstrates how strong and how 
wonderfully designed this airplane was.”

6 0 t h  A N N I V E R S A R Y 
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New Jersey Air National Guard 
Chief Master Sgt. Brian Kilpatrick, 
141st Air Refueling Squadron 
Chief Boom Operator, poses for 
a portrait outside of the 108th 
Operations Group facility at Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, 
N.J., Aug. 30, 2016. (U.S. Air 
National Guard photo by Tech. 
Sgt. Matt Hecht/Released)
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A U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker 
from the New Jersey Air National 
Guard’s 108th Wing sits on the 
flight line at Joint Base McGuire-
Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Aug. 31, 2016. 
The KC-135 is celebrating it’s 60th 
Anniversary today, having made it’s 
first flight on Aug. 31, 1956. 

A U.S. Air Force KC-135 Stratotanker 
from the New Jersey Air National 
Guard’s 108th Wing flies over Joint 
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., 
Aug. 31, 2016. The KC-135 is cele-
brating it’s 60th Anniversary today, 
having made it’s first flight on Aug. 
31, 1956. 

New Jersey Air National Guard Staff 
Sgt. David Spaeth moves a ladder 
during a landing gear test on a 108th 
Wing KC-135 Stratotanker at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, N.J., Aug. 31, 
2016. The KC-135 is celebrating it’s 60th 
Anniversary today, having made it’s first 
flight on Aug. 31, 1956. 
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Graduates of the New Jersey National Guard’s Youth 
Challenge Academy turn their tassles to signify 
the end of their academy experience. 

Spec. Susan Reed of the New Jersey Army National 
Guard’s 253rd Transportation Co. addresses the grad-
uates of Class 44 of the New Jersey Youth Challenge 
Academy at the Trenton War Memorial  in Trenton, NJ 
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C L A S S  4 4  G R A D U AT E S

The New Jersey National Guard’s Youth Challenge Program gradu-
ated it’s 44th Class of Cadets on August 30th, 2016 at the Trenton War 
Memorial in Trenton, NJ. Guest speaker Spc. Susan Reed of the 253rd 
Motor Transport Co, NJANG and ChalleNGe Class 38 graduate, addressed 
the cadets and offered words of hope and encouragement for their 
journey forward after graduation. The NJ Youth ChalleNGe Academy 
offers a course of study to include Math, Science, Language Arts, Social 
Studies, Life Coping Skills and Job Skills. After completing the courses, 
the cadets take the GED exam. Cadets who earn the privilege to take the 
GED exam and pass will receive a New Jersey State High School Diploma 
after completion of the five month residential phase. 

(photos by Staff Sgt. Nicholas Young, NJNG-PA)



6 DMAVA Highlights

Joe Brandspiegel, CEO, Menlo Park Veterans 
Memorial Home at Menlo Park, left helps Mary 
Ann Rivell, Public Information Officer, New 
Jersey Lottery, to call out door prizes 
during the lottery’s visit at the Resident’s 
Council meeting on August 30, 2016. 
Photo by Kryn P. Westhoven, NJDMAVA-PA

PHOTOS BY KRYN WESTHOVEN, NJDMAVA-PA

The New Jersey Lottery commission made a stop at 

the town square of the Menlo Park Veterans Memorial 

Home on August 30, 2016. The visit is part of the lot-

tery’s “Where the Money Goes” tour that explains how 

the lottery proceeds benefits education and institutions, 

like the three veterans homes. Residents received a 

scratch-off ticket and; door prizes like a New Jersey 

Lottery themed Monopoly game, t-shirts and hats were 

given out at the Residents Council meeting.

V E T E R A N S 
A F F A I R S
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New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 
PO Box 340 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0340 
 

1-888-8NJ-VETS(8387) or www.state.nj.us/military 

Raymond L. Zawacki, Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs (609-530-7062)
Cheryl Henderson, Executive Secretarial Assistant (609-530-7045)

Chuck Robbins, Assistant to DCVA/Outreach Coordinator (609-530-6855)

Fax:  609-530-7191

Veterans Healthcare Services (DVHS)
Colonel Edward J. Chrystal Jr., Director 
609-530-6967
Donna Myers, Sec
609-530-6766
Virginia Fiess, QA Coordinator
609-530-6979
Fax: 609-530-6970

Menlo Park Veterans Memorial Home
Joseph Brandspiegel, CEO
Jennifer Pajak, Sec
132 Evergreen Road, PO Box 3013
Edison, NJ 08818-3013
732-452-4102  Fax: 732-603-3016

Paramus Veterans Memorial Home
Dianne Tabron-Felder, CEO
Diane Callaghan, Sec
1 Veterans Drive
Paramus, NJ 07652
201-634-8525 Fax: 201-967-8658

Vineland Veterans Memorial Home
Allyson Bailey, Acting CEO
Sharon Frye, Sec
524 North West Boulevard
Vineland, NJ 08360-2895
856-405-4207 Fax: 856-696-6714

Veterans Services (DVS)
Albert J. Bucchi, Director
609-530-6962
Cynthia Barnes, Sec
609-530-6975
Fax: 609-530-7075

Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery
Iven Dumas, State Supt – 609-738-2424
Genia DiBella, Sec – 609-738-2404
Cyndi Dzurisin, Interment Office Supervisor, – 609-738-2407
Dennis Macomber, Honor Guard, – 609-758-7505
350 Provinceline Road, Wrightstown, NJ 08562
609-738-2400  Fax: 609-758-0169
Maintenance/Cemeteries/Memorials
Joseph Arroyo & Kenneth Smith Supervisor, 609-738-2408  Fax: 609-758-3490

Vietnam Veterans Memorial
1 Memorial Lane, PO Box 648, Holmdel, NJ 07733
732-335-0033 Fax: 732-335-1107
Korean Memorial
Boardwalk/Brighton Park, Atlantic City, NJ 08401
War World II Memorial
W State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608

Veterans Haven South
Walter Nall, Supt – 609-561-4948
Vacant, Asst, Supt – 609-567-3715
Carisa Shufford, Sec
609-561-4990 ext. 120
301 Spring Garden Road, PO Box 80
Winslow, NJ 08095
609-561-0269  Fax: 609-567-5186

Veterans Haven North
Sean VanLew, Supt – 908-537-1960
Laura Blaine, Sec – 908-537-1963
200 Sanatorium Road, Suite 101
Glen Gardner, NJ 08826
908-537-1999 Fax: 908-537-1990

State Approving Agency-GI Bill Programs
Charles Rowe, Bureau Chief – 609-530-6842
Marisol Meyer, Education Prog Asst – 609-530-6849
Lynn Yesalonia, State Admin – 609-530-6858
Joan Edwards, State Admin – 609-530-6948
Fax: 609-530-7196

Veterans Benefits Bureau
Patricia A. Richter, Bureau Chief – 609-530-6949
Elizabeth Schofield, Prin Staff Officer – 609-530-6954
Paul Kale, Staff Asst – 609-530-6826
Vacant, Sec – 609-530-6868
Michele Johnson, Sec – 609-530-7035
Fax: 609-530-6970

Veterans Service Offices
Joseph Bucco, State Supervisor – 609-530-6830
Christopher Wambach, State Supervisor – 609-530-6863
Joseph E. Nyzio, VSO – 609-530-6857
VA Regional Office/Philadelphia
Charles Piscopo, VSO – (Mon., Wed., Alternate Fridays)
5000 Wissahickon Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144
856-853-4184/4185/4186  

Atlantic City/Cape May
Vacant,VSO
Sherri Morris, Sec
1008 Absecon Boulevard, Atlantic City 08401-1999 ~ (Atlantic City Armory)
609-441-3060/3061 Fax: 609-441-3899 (closed alternate Fridays) 

Bergen/Passaic
Joseph Restivo, VSO
Titus Osuagwu, Sec
125 State Street, Suite 109, Hackensack 07601-5435
201-996-8050/8051  Fax: 201-996-8009

Burlington
Matthew Still, VSO
Michelina Giuliano, Sec
555 High Street, Suite 6A, Mt. Holly 08060
609-518-2273/2274  Fax: 609-518-2275

Camden/Gloucester
Joseph Frost, VSO
Charles Piscopo, VSO (Tuesdays and Thursdays)
Diane Rosci, Sec
658 N Evergreen Avenue, Woodbury 08096 ~ (Woodbury Armory)
856-853-4184/4185/4186  Fax: 856-384-3781 (closed alternate Fridays) 

Essex/Union
Robert Maulano, VSO 
Shelley Darby, Sec
20 Washington Place, Room 431, Newark 07102-3174
973-297-3336 Fax:  973-648-0830 

Hudson
Esther Chucaralao, VSO
Michael Dorobis, Sec
678 Montgomery Street, 2nd Floor, Jersey City 07306 ~ (Jersey City Armory)
201-536-3401 Fax: 201-536-3404 (closed alternate Fridays) 

Mercer
William McDonnell, VSO
Theresa Tomecheck, Sec
151 Eggerts Crossing Road, Room 136, Lawrenceville 08648 ~ (Lawrenceville Armory)
609-671-6697/6696 Fax:  609-671-6698

Middlesex/Somerset
Joseph Battito, VSO
Vacant, Sec
1060 Hamilton Street, Somerset 08873 ~ (Somerset Armory)
732-937-6347/6348  Fax: 732-937-6417 (closed alternate Fridays)

Monmouth
Peter J. Midgley, VSO
Rita Hyland, Sec
630 Bangs Avenue, Suite 320, Asbury Park 07712-6904
732-775-7009/7005  Fax: 732-775-3612

Newark Liaison/VA Regional Office
Richard Mannes, VSO
Brad Christensen, VSO
20 Washington Place, Room 439 Newark 07102-3174
973-297-3230 Fax: 973-642-2356

Ocean
Paul McIntyre, VSO
Robin Mitchell, Sec
James J. Howard Outpatient Clinic
970 Route 70, Brick 08724-3550
732-840-3033/3034  Fax: 732-840-0399

Salem/Cumberland
Leigh R. Pottle, VSO
Catherine Raniolo, Sec
524 Northwest Boulevard, Vineland 08360-2895
856-405-4388/4390/4389  Fax: 856-696-6499

Sussex/Morris
William Robinson, VSO
479 West Clinton Street, Dover 07801 ~ (Dover Armory)
973-366-0245/8347 Fax: 973-366-0360 (Mon, Tues, Wed)
*Sussex, 12 Munsonhurst Road, Franklin, 07416 (Thursday/Alt Fridays) 
 973-827-4020  Fax: 973-827-4024 ~ (Franklin Armory) 

Warren/Hunterdon
*Sibley Smith, VSO/Ombudsman
Lisa Szymanski, Sec
200 Sanatorium Road, Glen Gardner, NJ 08826
908-537-0831/0832  Fax: 908-537/0833
*Flemington, 4 Gauntt Place, Flemington, 08822 (Wednesday) 908-284-6146

Southern Ocean County Resource Center
Vacant-VSO
179 South Main Street (Route 9)
Manahawkin, NJ 08050
609-978-5895  Fax: 609-978-6446

REVISED 8-22-16

H E L P F U L  
I N F O R M AT I O N
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As a THANK YOU for your service, Waste Masters, the Official Waste Solutions 
Provider of Dover International Speedway, is inviting each current member  
of the National Guard to attend the race free of charge. You have the   
opportunity to receive up to four complimentary tickets per household to  
the “Citizen Soldier 400.”

Tickets are available on a first-come, first-served basis, and quantities are  
limited. This opportunity expires on Sept. 28.

It’s easy to reserve your tickets: Just CLICK HERE or call the Speedway’s  
ticket office at 800-441-RACE for more details.

FREE
“CITIZEN SOLDIER 

400”
TICKETS!

Dear National Guard member,

Dover International Speedway is excited to share some news with you!

Our upcoming NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race on Sunday, Oct. 2, 2016 will be named the “Citizen Soldier 400.”
This will be an important race to help determine the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series championship.

The feature film “Citizen Soldier” is the 21st century story of the National Guard – fighting America’s wars 
when called to do so, building global partnerships when asked, and protecting our homeland at all costs. It is a 
modern-day Band of Brothers which, using real footage, provides an unprecedented and intimate look into the 
chaos and horrors of combat and, in the process, demonstrates our soldiers’ bravery and valor under the most 
hellish of conditions, embodying one of the fundamental pillars of the warrior ethos – to never leave a fallen 
comrade behind.

It’s worth noting that raceday is far more than just a race, if you’ve never been to an event before. The entire   
Sept. 30-Oct. 2 NASCAR tripleheader weekend at Dover International Speedway includes fun activities for the 
whole family, including free live concerts; tons of free activities and experiences within our FanZone and Monster 
Mile Youth Nation areas; an interactive, 25,000 square foot USO Military Village display; military flyovers; NASCAR 
driver autograph sessions and meet and greets; awesome food selections; a free outdoor movie;  fireworks and 
so much more! And you certainly won’t want to miss seeing Miles the Monster, the world’s tallest and fiercest 
46-foot-tall icon, holding a full-size racecar in his hand, too. It’s a can’t-miss event!

We thank you for your service, and hope to see you and your family members in person at the track on Sunday, 
Oct. 2 for the “Citizen Soldier 400.”

Sincerely,

Mike Tatoian     Steve Masterson
President & CEO    President & CEO
Dover International Speedway   Waste Masters



Veterans
FAMILY MEMBERS—SERVICEMEMBERS—CAREGIVERS—ADVOCATES

You’re Invited 
The MyVA New Jersey Veteran and Community Collaborative Network is hosting 
their first public forum.
 Come share your experiences concerning the quality of care and support you’ve received from the  
VA New Jersey Health Care System and other community resources. Your experiences and insights 
are critical for helping us improve services and support to all New Jersey Veterans. Topics will 
include healthcare, housing, education, and employment. Representatives from the VA, local Veteran 
Service Organizations, and Veteran advocates will be in attendance.

v c c n

VA

September 10, 2016 — 9:00am - 10:30am
Johnson & Johnson Corporate Conference Center 
1 Johnson & Johnson Plaza — New Brunswick, NJ 08901

RSVP for the event at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/myva-new-jersey-veteran-and-
community-collaborative-network-public-forum-tickets-26866216577

Questions? Contact Tana Loy at 732-773-4344 or send email to myvanjmedia@gmail.com

 Check our Facebook page for more information! Search for Facebook.com/myvanj.  
Learn more about the MyVA Community initiative at www.va.gov/nace/myVA

Help us spread the word! 

We want to reach all Veterans, especially those 
who may not know where to find help for issues 
relating to healthcare, housing, education, 
employment, or entitled benefits.
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Go high and low tech at the National Guard 
Militia Museum in Sea Girt!

 Hit two Pokestops and a Gym while learning 
about historic vehicles outside, or send the 

kids on a card-based scavenger hunt inside. 
Only a few days left before school starts!

Can you catch 'em all?

The museum is locaThe museum is located at the
 National Guard Training Center 

in Sea Girt, open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily, 
and closed Labor Day.

Thanks for a great season 
down the shore!
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MUSIC*ENTERTAINMENT*EXHIBITS*FOOD TRUCK DINING*FAMILY FRIENDLY FUN!! 

   

NNNEEEWWW   JJJEEERRRSSSEEEYYY   
RRREEECCCOOOVVVEEERRRYYY   WWWAAALLLKKK***RRRAAALLLLLLYYY   
Saturday, September 17, 2016 

RRRAAAIIINNN   OOORRR   SSSHHHIIINNNEEE   

MMMIIIDDDDDDLLLEEESSSEEEXXX   CCCOOOUUUNNNTTTYYY   
FFFAAAIIIRRRGGGRRROOOUUUNNNDDDSSS   

666 555 555    CCC rrr aaa nnn bbb uuu rrr yyy    RRR ooo aaa ddd ,,,    EEE aaa sss ttt    BBB rrr uuu nnn sss www iii ccc kkk ,,,    NNN JJJ    
   

******FFFRRREEEEEE******   

WWWaaalllkkk   bbbeeegggiiinnnsss   aaattt   111000:::000000   
Team and banner registration starts at 9:00 AM  

RRRaaallllllyyy   tttooo   fffooollllllooowww   aaattt   NNNoooooonnn   
   

For information, banner contest and sponsorships: 
NJRecoveryRally@aol.com   

BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS and 

JJJOOOIIINNN   UUUSSS   IIINNN   CCCEEELLLEEEBBBRRRAAATTTIIINNNGGG   TTTHHHEEE   RRREEEAAALLLIIITTTYYY   OOOFFF   RRREEECCCOOOVVVEEERRRYYY!!!!!!
   

  
Sponsorships and exhibitor/vendor slots available! 

 

www.NewJerseyRecoveryAdvocates.org 
 

Free parking (including buses). 
Bring your lawn chairs, blankets and enjoy a day of hope and fum! 

 

COME, CHECK IT OUT. JOIN IN, ADD YOUR VOICE. LEARN AND TEACH. MEET AND BE MET. INSPIRE AND BE INSPIRED! 
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DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the 
Public Affairs Office of the New Jersey 

Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs. The views and opinions ex-
pressed herein are not necessarily 
those of the Department of Defense, 
the Army, The Air Force, the National 

Guard, Veterans Affairs or the State of 
New Jersey. Letters may be sent to: NJD-

M AVA , DMAVA Highlights, Public Affairs Office, PO Box 
340, Trenton, NJ 08625-0340. Email at: pao@dmava.nj.gov

New Jersey Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General
of New Jersey

Brig. Gen. Steven Ferrari – The Deputy
Adjutant General

Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for
Veterans Affairs

Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen – Photographer
Kryn Westhoven – Writer, Photographer

Staff Sgt. Nicholas Young - Layout, Editor
Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley – Writer, photographer

Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht – Photographer, Graphic artistHighlights submissions deadline
4 p.m. Wednesday:

nicholas.p.young12.mil@mail.mil

Veterans Out-
reach Campaign

“VETTE TO VET NIGHT”
Sept. 9, 5 – 8 p.m.

Chatterbox Restaurant,
1 State Route 15

Augusta, NJ 07822)
VETERANS OUTREACH CAMPAIGN & MEDAL CEREMONY

Sept. 20-21, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Daily
DMAVA medal ceremony Sept. 20 at 11 a.m.

at Center Court
Bridgewater Commons Mall

400 Commons Way
Bridgewater, NJ, 08807

CHERRY HILL STAND DOWN
Sept. 23, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Cherry Hill National Guard Armory
2001 Park Blvd.

Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
VETERANS OUTREACH CAMPAIGN & MEDAL CEREMONY

Oct. *25-26, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Daily
DMAVA medal ceremony Oct. 25 at 11 a.m. at Center Court

Ocean County Mall
1201 Hooper Ave.

Toms River, NJ 08753
VETERANS RESOURCE FAIR

Nov. 12, 1 p.m. – 2 p.m.
Jersey City, City Hall

280 Grove Street
Jersey City, NJ 07303

http://ubhc.rutgers.edu/vet2vet/
http://www.nj.gov/military/
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NJ-NG#.V1hir01pD3g
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-National-Guard/185017611554223
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/
https://twitter.com/NJNationalGuard

