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The Skillful Anglers Program is designed to supplement
the New Jersey State Record Fish listing by recognizing that
many anglers catch both freshwater and marine fish, which
may not be of record size, but nonetheless are of sufficient
size and weight to have tested the anglers skill and thus be
worthy of recognition.

Fisherman qualifying for a Skillful Anglers Award receive
a signed certificate attesting to their achievement along with
a bronze pin suitable to be worn on a fishing hat, jacket, etc.
Only one pin and one certificate will be awarded per indi-
vidual for each species which qualifies.  

At the end of each year, special recognition is given to the
anglers who caught the largest fish in each of the species
categories.  The winners of these categories are presented
with a Special Award recognizing their accomplishments as
the best of New Jersey's Skillful Anglers.

The procedure to obtain an award is easy. Fill out an
application and have the fish weighed at a commercial
establishment having a certified scale and have the propri-
etor sign the form testifying to the weight. All applications
must be submitted within 30 days of catching the fish.

A brochure explaining the details of the program can be
obtained from any division office, or by calling us at (908)
637-4125, or writing to us at  NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife,
605 Pequest Rd., Oxford NJ 07863.

The minimum weight required to win a Skillful Angler
Award for the various species are as follows: 
Largemouth bass ......................6 pounds
Smallmouth bass ......................4 pounds
Striped bass hybrid ..................8 pounds
Carp ............................................25 pounds
Channel catfish..........................9 pounds
Crappie ......................................2 pounds
Muskellunge (incl. Tiger) ........20 pounds
Chain pickerel............................4 pounds
Northern pike ............................10 pounds
American shad ..........................7 pounds
Brook trout ................................3 pounds
Brown trout................................8 pounds
Lake trout ..................................8 pounds
Rainbow trout............................5 pounds
Walleye ......................................5 pounds

Freshwater Awards received by anglers through
October 15th, 2000 are as follows :

Skillful Angler Awards Program
By Walter S. Murawski, Supervising Biologist

ANGLER WATER WEIGHT

Brook Trout
Ray Adkins, Vineland Mary Elmer Lk. 3lb. 11oz
Ricky J. Anania Raritan R.  S/Br 3lb. 5oz 
James Barron D&R Canal 4lb 1oz
Bryan Bittenmaster Pequest R. 3lb 8oz
Darrell Bittenmaster Pequest R. 3lb 15oz
Kathy Deleeuw Lk. Shenandoah 5lb 4oz
Myron Gelber Pequest R. 3lb 6oz

ANGLER WATER WEIGHT
Gary Gromack Manasquan R. 3lb 12oz
James Hammerstone Pequest R. 3lb 12oz
Jeff D. Johac Metedeconk R. S/Br. 3lb 8oz
Edward J. Krucinski Jr. Rowands Pd. 3lb 11oz
Jeffrey Marquard Manasquan R. 3lb 8oz
James Shumard Jr. Manasquan R. 3lb 14oz

Brown Trout
Joe Krainatz Jr. Pequest R. 8lb 4oz

Black Crappie
Wm W. Domanow Spruce Run Res. 2lb 10oz
Ashli Nieves Malaga Lk. 2lb 0oz
George Talnagi Assunpink Lk. 2lb 3oz
Mike Wydra Menantico Pd. 2lb 15oz - ‘00
Mike Wydra Union Lk. 3lb 3oz - ‘99
Wm. Phillips Assunpink Lk. 2lb 5oz

Carp
Richard Torgun Delaware R. 35lb 9oz
Mike Wydra Maurice R. 26lb 0oz

Chain Pickerel
Robert Brower Farrington Lk. 5lb 7oz
Michael Fagan Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 6oz
Amelia Fernandez Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 0oz
Brad Garie Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 11oz
Michael E. Golabek Round Valley Res. 7lb 0oz
Paul A. Gonzalez Round Valley Res. 6lb 0oz
Bob Hunter Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 11oz
Harold Mabee Lk. Hopatcong 5lb 5oz
Wm. Mayfield Jr. Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 8oz
Wm Mayfield III Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 1oz
Frank C. Moyer Imlaystown Lk 4lb 11oz
Wm. Phillips Assunpink Lk. 4lb 0oz
Michael Santoli Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 6oz
Bill Schmidt Culver Lk. 4lb 5oz
Robert Shimonovich Assunpink Lk. 4lb 6oz
George Talnagi Assunpink Lk 4lb 10oz
Richard Torgun Union Lk. 5lb 2oz
Mark Walker Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 14oz
Joe Tekula Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 9oz

Channel Catfish
Michael Biel Jr. Holmdel Park Pd. 18lb 8oz
Ernest L. Goodman Weequahic Pk. Lk 11lb 0oz.
Bobby Hall Cohansey R. 9lb 1oz
Wm. Phillips Assunpink Lk. 10lb 11oz
Tom Ryder Assunpink Lk. 9lb 80z
Philip Sargent Lower Sylvan Lk. 15lb 1oz
George Talnagi Assunpink Lk 11lb 4oz
Wm. Tomasko Carnegie Lk. 13lb 6oz
Bill Wurfel Assunpink Lk. 11lb 4oz
Douglass Zielaznicki Millstone R. 10lb 0oz
Wm. Phillips Assunpink Lk. 11lb 13oz

Lake Trout
Walter Neumann Round Valley Res. 12lb 6oz

Largemouth Bass
Chris Bell Private pond 7lb 0oz
Patrick Ferraro White Meadow Lk. 6lb 8oz
Wm E. Lewis Mercer Lk. 6lb 3oz
Tim Mackey Hammonton Lk. 6lb 13oz
Evan Mann Manasquan Res. 6lb 2oz
Tom Ryder Assunpink Lk. 6lb 13oz
Bill Wurfel Assunpink Lk. 6lb 6oz
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ANGLER WATER WEIGHT
Mike Wydra Union Lk. 7lb 2oz
Larry Woodburn Lk. Hopatcong 6lb 0oz 

Muskellunge
Frank Gawenus Delaware R. 26lb 8oz

Northern Pike
Don Geiss Jr. Picattiny Lk. 19lb 4oz
Brent Hann Budd Lk. 14lb 12oz

Rainbow Trout
Judy Neff Pequest R. 5lb 8oz

Smallmouth Bass
David Au Merrill Cr. Res. 5lb. 6oz
Kevin Dempsey Lk. Hopatcong 4lb. 1oz 
Tony Drumright Monksville Res. 4lb 0oz
Eugene Duffner Monksville Res. 4lb 12oz
Bill Wurfel Monmouth Co. Pd. 4lb 5oz
Dan Kinsey Lk. Hopatcong 4lb 1oz

Striped Bass Hybrid
Joe Destafano Lk. Hopatcong 8lb 15oz
Gary Destafano Lk. Hopatcong 8lb 0oz
John Fiorella Lk. Hopatcong 8lb 1oz
Dominic Sarinelli Lk. Hopatcong 10lb 5oz
Bill Schmidt Culver Lk. 16lb 4oz
Dennis Tarnowski Lk. Hopatcong 8lb 11oz
James P. Smith Lk. Hopatcong 8lb 9oz 

Tiger Muskellunge
Tyler Wackermann Oxford Furnace Lk. 24lb 15oz

Walleye
Alen Amey Delaware R. 7lb. 6oz
Bill Haase Lk. Hopatcong 5lb 12oz
Charles McBride Lk. Hopatcong 5lb 2oz
Daniel Pryor Delaware R. 5lb 2oz
Chris Rossi Delaware R. 12lb 0oz 
Dominic Sarinelli Lk. Hopatcong 6lb 15oz
Jenna Sarinelli Lk. Hopatcong 5lb 4oz
Joseph Scarangello Lk. Hopatcong 5lb 5oz
Dennis Tarnowski Lk. Hopatcong 6lb 0oz
Steve Wachtel Lk. Hopatcong 5lb 9oz
Joe Welsh Lk. Hopatcong 5lb 8oz
Andrew Zurawski Delaware R. 10lb 5oz
Nick Bevaqua Lk. Hopatcong 6lb 10oz
Frank Bajnoczy Lk. Hopatcong 5lb 14oz

Application for Recognition as a 
New Jersey Skillful Angler 

Name ___________________________________ Age ___

Address ________________________________________

City ________________________________ Zip ________

Telephone _________________ E-mail _______________

Fish Species (subject to verification by state biologist)

Weight __________lbs. _______oz.    Length __________

Girth ______________  Date Caught** ________________ 

Where _________________________________________

Time __________________________________________

Caught from:   ____  boat      ____  shore     _____  surf

_____  jetty    ___________________other (specify)

Captain _______________________________________

Boat Name ____________________________________

Line Test used ______________  Reel ______________

Type of Rod ___________________________________

Lure _________________________________________
________________________________________________

Certification

Fish measured and weighed by _____________________

______________________________________________

Establishment’s Address __________________________

______________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________________

Signature ______________________________________

I hereby certify this fish was caught in New Jersey waters in 
accordance with state laws and regulations, and that this 
fish was weighed on a certified scale.

________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature                                          Date

**All applications must be submitted within 30 days of 
catching the fish.

Mail application to:

NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife, Skillfull
Angler Awards Program, 
P.O. Box 400, Trenton, NJ 
08625-0400

Northern Pike


