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OFFICIAL SITE OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Signs Executive Order
Allowing Public Employees to Immediately
Enroll in State Health Benefits Program

08/3/2020

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today signed Executive Order No. 172, allowing any public employee
eligible for enrollment into the State Health Benefits Program (SHBP) to immediately enroll upon hire, rather
than waiting two months. Previously, under Executive Order No. 115, the two-month waiting period was
waived only for public employees hired specifically in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Today’s Order,
which will last for the duration of the Public Health Emergency, applies to any public employee eligible for
enrollment into the SHBP who is hired on or after March 9, 2020.

“New Jersey's skilled workforce is essential to the state’s ongoing response to COVID-19 and the lack of
health benefits coverage for newly hired personnel may be a deterrent to attracting and hiring the key staff
necessary to continue our work during the pandemic,” said Governor Murphy. “We must ensure that our
workforce has seamless access to health care, including preventive services and medical care relating to
COVID-19, throughout this once-in-a-century pandemic.”

This order will take effect immediately.

For a copy of Executive Order No. 172, click here (https://www.nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-
172.pdf).
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