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Updates & Opportunities 
 

  

New Jersey State Library Update - March 2023 
 

Please take a moment to review a report on NJSL's 2023 March updates, 
from State Librarian Jen Nelson. 

  

 

Participants Needed for NJSL Website Redesign 
Focus Group 

 

At the New Jersey State Library, we are working on redesigning our website and 
we'd love to have your input! We are conducting two participatory focus groups to 
gather end-user feedback. These 90-minute sessions will be a combination of 
discussion and hands-on activities to observe you in the act of searching for 
information. Results will be shared with the vendor who is selected to build the 
new website. Thank you for helping us strengthen our website user experience! 
Space is limited. We will confirm participation and send you details and 
directions. Two focus groups will take place on March 28 at the New Jersey State 
Library, 185 W State St, Trenton, NJ 08608. You must bring your own laptop 
device in order to participate. Sign up here. 

  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSqZ7FKYCKNHnJMuRyF5b39lGRrXH2yloTqQxCTXRmloFzdi5WhnbMvKzH8vBPFGTZRXRHrdXLxZ8gZIJxhyoUJvsZeRGzviD9DhMZmWtNUHbYU5klgIZ6asNCPYNgzD14K81nk4bh8OFqhXJBdoRN3yoPEKtdaHw5UkrhZ89J1b09koRW8xldAcOittQGtWJRg==&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSqcjBrm0UU3ux-DKT8bgmNfLTmbqmeAYt9Eo3JvSphM9-se3y4ptoXAToNOHq_u1GJdVPaKIJcetEb86M7nPC5BagXWgdFs615DkKUNp2pF5&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==


JerseyConnect Statewide Technology Services 
Survey 

 

JerseyConnect is here for your library through changing times. Here's a quick 
look at what's happened in the last year: 
  

• Continuing work to improve services, security, and reliability for libraries 
across the state 

• Remote assistance and chat support are now permanent JerseyConnect 
services, giving you new ways to reach patrons 

• All libraries with websites hosted by JerseyConnect are now secured with 
SSL/TLS protection for patron privacy 

  
Please take a moment to fill out our brief survey, and use the comment box to let 
us know how we can help your library. Together we can develop great projects 
for the NJ library community! Click here to take survey. 

  

 

Naming Contest for New Statewide Marketing 
Campaign for NJ Libraries 

 

The NJ State Library, LibraryLinkNJ, NJLA & Libraries Are Essential are excited 
to announce a statewide marketing campaign to help promote NJ public libraries. 
Our goal is to dispell the common misperception that libraries are just repositories 
for books. Libraries are beyond books! New Jersey's public libraries are vibrant 
community hubs, and we need your help making that message clear. The team is 
busy working on a marketing toolkit that you can easily share with your 
communities. But first we need your help coming up with a campaign name and 
slogan! Visit our "Beyond Books" marketing campaign webpage to watch a brief 
video and for more information: https://www.njstatelib.org/beyondbooks. Idea 
submissions will be accepted until March 31st. Looking forward to hearing from 
you! 

  

 

Attention NJ Libraries: Help Improve the National 
Broadband Map! 

 

The National Broadband Map displays where internet services are and are not 
available across the country, as reported by internet service providers. The FCC 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSqZ7FKYCKNHnnD_epAfSYKBWmCizOun1NejIpl4RDAm5cnTwVfwM3wlMnL8N9g6Ppt3KBL7oCMCn9cj6a15YB02YRftyf6ygk9TKYhsHXI4kW9MI3FKVVIc=&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSlhbEj6i0JKnwsO08gGBTTUBoYKmHc5DNBrisydOcXxKbGK0ZzVSBTZWiGpgMNjvKSF0HkalnZffZXTGgSZvPiAsjPk_lEdqK4chXC2KWlkQ&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==


wants to make sure all NJ library locations are represented accurately on the 
National Broadband Map. Click here to find out how you can help. 

  

 

Libraries Without Borders Info Session Materials 
Available Now 

 

Libraries Without Borders-US (LWB-US) is a nonprofit that works to expand the 
outreach of public libraries. They're partnering with public libraries across the 
state of Connecticut to conduct community needs assessments and implement 
strategic interventions for previously unserved or underserved communities and 
hoping to do similar work in New Jersey. The end result will position these 
libraries to better serve people who might not typically use libraries. If you missed 
the informational session on March 7th, overview handouts are now available for 
download. 
Click here for LWB Partnerships Overview 
Click here for LWB US Overview 

  

 

Office of New Americans Asylum Guide Now 
Available 

 

We've previously included the Office of New Americans Welcome Booklet, that 
contains several different resources available for new arrivals in New Jersey. 
ONA has since added an Asylum Guide in English, Spanish, and Haitian Creole 
in partnership with Legal Services of New Jersey (LSNJ). This guide serves as an 
overview of the asylum seeking process as a new arrival in the U.S. This guide is 
not intended to provide legal advice or serve as a substitute for legal counsel.  
Click here for updated resources. 

  

 

Creative Aging Foundations On Demand Preview 
 

Lifetime Arts invites you to take a sneak peek at their newly developed, self-
paced course, Creative Aging Foundations On Demand. Developed in 
collaboration with creative aging leaders nationally, this free course is designed 
for institutions and individuals seeking to run successful artmaking programming 
for older adults. The course is publicly launching on March 28, but you'll be 
among the first to see it!  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSvtBg-3zNSSfBFXXh1x2bZVo4dAgzUbuoGviiBrx5LXfjHSQktFL0TGOEYjikst9O61JSDYIdGJzQPjPgfnrmGZX1W41XfSl0nxKxD2LGLlT8BSjiqW9yesAfHmHeqwapdyuN3zJO_b4esp-sGRxA3jCYZR82gQRtmj1bCqVQBgs2sk6RKEj5FWG49QLli_7jg==&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSvtBg-3zNSSfXEOXvsrKAIOemkhmvYyIhF1LcYCYx0boWmHRh5FannDLcNsg11zOUtj8Mhmx6JZdFzFucQW2T-md3n69VNVAhoQ5-CWO8XkKWuRrkHUQy5s-_HR85nloeHbaVi1ZXlQD2ONeq3oiE0y6xQTsrwM_lk2wQJSEZTckcVSs75UFrxg=&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSvtBg-3zNSSfUVIZi0RlCMzvrxxyKYc-xmPbRdtriQ22yT7eMKkoLGTPj6ldV7q67qrvZYQ7Tf8CqXSH9I9bgOoTfXfwU4emlrnyHpknGze-4Qe2HuzGbE57gAORl0efLP_GhaKLRXDdF0E60nVp-RjuPfpdNiF7qJTt6Ty-b5Iw&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSmap598WCpFhPjCz782MKzTXvKm_9sTiEAh68ywUb57CYzjMBSvP4koXpwjJSOqW7jt4it_aiUBsWSsMrIS1wenXeRJTwkxYeTAsqNnxbOrv2lTwQ_lGLH5-IK64ybcBqMkzkMb22ppI40yKRaMbGVWs519Mlnabcm8xZWTrsWXayYo2sXP-DWaaH-4J49IE1C5Vzd2Iq_Vs&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011hbZPoVbUT9iKM3MJAQwYVBsHuqvWc5AHOjBummGy9IXLsxB28tmSvtBg-3zNSSf5XRqaSYPyire0TkV9PVYMlsbv7L0moOMk_6-fILjqAPNqBdLGJLSOFXqXIx--Gh7JR6xs89Ew4e1qqjNoMVY_OoEwWrgF5xL3Ogvs-vu38upcbFHBooNfI4mUuKYc4ywgzjloiI9kPI=&c=pajU-fdPRv8OpGsab-GizwWCMRD-T6Z6E04t2AfdJ4bzQ6W5I9v7HQ==&ch=eglLlkX7JTvyKD2GAVjppeVK63YmenbwIvvrZxKT_r73Sj1DVGjjJg==


The course is located in the Lifetime Arts Portal, where they host live training 
sessions and resources via Zoom. If you have trouble registering or accessing 
the course, please reach out to portal@lifetimearts.org. 
 
Click here to access the course. 

  

 

How To Be A Better Blogger 
 

Even though short video form has become more popular, your library patrons still 
appreciate a well-written and informative blog post. Our latest marketing blog 
details how to make your blog the best that it can be. Click to read. 

  

 

Don't miss these free CE Opportunities! 
 

  

Check out the upcoming LYRASIS CE opportunities on their calendar here. 
 
Click here for a monthly national list of FREE NJSL and National CE and 
Professional Development opportunities for librarians, trustees, and library staffs.  

 

  

 

Library Marketing Resources 
 

  

If your library is looking for marketing tips, best practices and inspiration, check 
out our Marketing Blog updated monthly. Here's our most recent blog posts: 
 

• Inspiration for Library Reels 
• A Resource Guide to Social Media in 2023 
• Social Media Trends for 2023 
• Stop Being Annoying on Social Media 

 
Download marketing resources from State Library Vendors & Partners here. 
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Click to Connect with the NJSL Library 
Development Unit  

 

 

  

Connecting people with information through libraries. 
 

  

New Jersey State Library | Website 
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