
m 

PUBLIC HEARING 

ON 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO .. 14 -
PROPOSING TO AMEND ARTICLE VIII, SECTION I 7 
PARAGRAPH 4, OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY·- SENIOR CI'i'IZENS 11 TAXEXEMPTION; 
AND SENATE CONCURg.ENT RESOLUTION NO,. 15 .. .., PRO-
POSING TO AMEND THE COl'J~TITUTION, ARTICLE VIII, 

SECTION I, PARAGRAPH$ -.VETERANS 11 TAX EXEMPTION., 

BEFORE 

Held: 
April 12 j) '1962 
Senate·Chamber 
State House 
Trenton, New Jersey 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON REVISION AND AMENDMENT OF LAWS 

Member of Collllllittee present: •. 

Senator Wayne Dumont, Jr .. (Chairman) 

* * 



/ 



; 

INDEX OF S .P EA K E R,S 

Val. A. Elbert 
President, Chapter 51, National Association of 

Retired Civil Employees 

Jo Robert Carlucci 
Temporary Commander, Middlesex County A.llied 

Veterans Association 

Joseph P. Hanrahan 
Vice Commander, American.Legion, Department of 

· New Jersey 

Vincent Brinkerhoff 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of New 

Jersey 

Russell T. Wilson 
Assessor, City of East Orange 

Donald Morrissey 
Individual Tax!)ayer of Trenton 

William H& Hutchinson 
Assessor, Riverside Township 

* * * * 
Communications from The Town.ship of Ocean 

in the County of Monmouth. 

* * * 

Page 
'2 

3 

7 

13 

19 

23-32 

36 

40 





I 

SENATOR WAYNE :DUMONT',, JRo (CHAIRMAN),:: This public 

hearing will come to' order. The purpose of it?, of course, 

is 7 as required under the Rules 6,f ,the Senate of New Jersey, 

that any proposed amendment to the State Constitution in 

the forin of a , concurre,nt, resolution must, be given a public 

hearing. 

I am sorry about the delay in, starting here, t~j..s 

morning, · but T had to g,o dyer t1hexp-ectedly to present some 

testimony at the hearing in the next building on the question 

of the rate increase·that ::j.s·beirig sought by the .Hospital 

Service Plan of New Jersey (Blue Cr0ss);. 

So we will get right under way and hear·y9ur 

testimony in respect to th:i-sa As y0u know,· ~enat~ Con.= 

current Res.olu.tion No .. l.4• wo.uld replace the· present $~00 

property tax exemptionf:0r·S.eni0r·citi~ens·with a flat 

deduction of $80 a year' from their taxes; and Se·nate Con-

current Res·olution No ... 15 would replace the present $500 

property tax exemption for ve·terans with. a flat $50 deduction 

annually~ 

I. might say at the outset that• t:he·way we gort the·Se 

figures was to take what, ... as I recall it,. was· t:he average 

property tax rate in New Jersey a'bout a year. agp Which, ... as·. 

I remember·it,,was•quoted ar.ound nine d0llar-s and seventy= 

two or seventy=three-cents a hundred r:ounded·o£f to approx= 

imately $10 a hundreda 

The purpose of this hearing 7 ,of course- 7• is, to. get 

the b:enef'it of your ·thoughts on· these amounts 7 whether 

they are eqt1itable 7 .. whether· the. change is a gpod thing 7 
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. . . . ..- .. . . . 

• and any:comments you have: to make' about them,;Ln.. any respec·t~. 
. . . . 

I will· be )Jl0·e;t·ha.ppy,-to, hear ·them teq.ay. 

So, at .th:is, time, ,¥Fe, will, gc;> or1 t0 ttie witnesses 

who signed .µp ·f:irs·t hepe and I wi,lL_c.alL on•Mr. VaL. A. --
. . .. . . . 

.- _. EJJ;,,ert o;E S~·c,aucus /, representing- the. No~th>Hucls·on .Chapt"er: , · 

No._ 501,: National AE;isociation of Retired Givil _Employee.s • 

. ·-.--·Val!', A/ Elbert. and l> aµi ;;:1,, resident· 1;:axl)ayer. 6£ Secauc.us, -

·. Huds9n County. 
' . . ·, . ·.. , ·.. . i . . 

---,-... I appear-as'. Pr,~s:ident 0,f: chapt~r.·501, Nat:i0:nal. •. ·-
. ·.' : . . . . ,· ·:] . 

A~sociatiori_ 0£. -Retired, Ciyil ~mployees,,, an,_ o~g?-ni;;?;.i::tt:iQti 

>of fed¢:;--al: :ret:ire~s -havin~;:a member'shii:t 0-f _ 102 r;esciding in 

the a:r-eas, of Hudson and Be:rgen Countiei:;. 

, • In .behalf_ of . our : ~aid .org:aniz ation I. f'.irst :.:wi,.sh- to 

. -. express• our-·:apprec,iation: fo1r' :the· en.acttlle•rit-;of-•, th~ legi,s.-
.· - :. . . , .. ,i .. \ . ·, . J • ! 

latton·;;which, gkant;eq. •. an· $800 ;aijsess~nt• d~ducti<;>n. t.o-.sen,ior 

. ci, tizen. bome9wners. 

My missio~ Jfl: :th.i~ time-. is ,to Riace, 0urselves oli. 
. . ' 

record in favor of t-pe_ proposed amendment to •cham,g.e th~-law 

.to an $80 ded~Ctionfrom.their t:ax:billso .... .·.. . . . . .) . . ... 

. . 

··--g+ant a more -~quitab,le:be,;ief:it. •to, e.ach :senio!t'·•c:itizen _· 

_ ir~espect;.iye•_ of the asses~ent:. r-ate- in ,his. mu~i9,ipality .. • 

I w:tsh to thanky·e,µ for. the· Cl:,ou.rtesy and privilege· . 

of appe·aring before- yoµ':', ; l'Qank·you., -. 
. - . . 

SENATOR DUMONT: Mr .. ,:f;lbert, you are satisfied 

with t:h~ amount o:E this, ,lyhich is an attetµpt. t:o, ~ke dt .• on 

·. tll.e ave~age ~pproxiIIlately ;what it was worth' OI). .the.averag,e 
' • - . t • 

when it was $80:0 p~oper1=y: ; t:ax exemption . a.nd ,. when m0s t • of 

2 



" 

the- municipalitiei:; in,::the S~~te wer.e a6tse,ssing at ,:e!,i.£;Eerecr1t 

percentages, ,whi~h: was -abcu1:: a -ye.a:r';ag00 -. -.. .Some-.ef :t;he;rrL. -have 

changed .. s;i.nce o Yoµ ,a:Pi<,s,af:is:J;ie·d ,::with, the ·.a..m0unt here >of . 

MR a ELBERT: . . · We : pie:f::etr: :that; beca~-s.e, we.-.feel that-
, it. would be- equ._al, t:~, eaqhla~d,:e,very ·seni0r.• cit1~en °C()miilg' 

•··_ within- th~ be~e,f:its :of: t:ba•t; lawi·r.eg~r.d'tess of· the rnt1:ni~i= 

,. pa-lity or wh_atever'-rate- m~y :."b~:- es,"tab1i&hed in_ his particular 

an_d • every indiv{duai : s~nig.r ci,t;izeio - -

SENATOR W~ON'I' ::; · · Tlla~ y:oµ ': very mµch o --

· :( wi l { •n~-w:: call }1r•:o J ... :,R.ob~rt. G-ar-lucei.ot. New -· ,'. 
·. . . . . . '.. . . -. ' -. ., . . . . . . . . . 

--•· Brunswick:. who,· repres~n.ts th¢,. ¥i¢dlesex County Alli~~ ·•-- ··:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . 

•• Ve·t:erai:ls. i\ss·o~:iati~ri .. · He. -Js t~e T-~~porary ColI)lll~nder of 

• -- th at : org:;:inizati0n., 

G_ ·_o_ o_-_d morning· -
' ' ' ' ', 

·• ladies· and gentlemen.; , <·s.e~at-0r ,-.~Y:c-riarn-e:· is .Jo R9bert ._ 
•· Carlucci ... L res:ide, at;.17 Eale -~tree,t ,- New ~runswick, 

-New Je;-sey, .. and I repre$en;t th~_Mi§:c:1.1~.s.ex C9unty- Allie9, · 

---- Veterans .Associatio1;1:.?,~ •. Temp<Dra:ry-Go,mtnandero .. :!._be.long. to: 
, another ·organizat;i.on' wfii.ch~I • cl.q . not repi-es:ent . hu1: 1. _do-•· 

. belong/to another ·wter~~s;prg·a,.nizati.oil., , And.,how·this- · 

: all came about:. f:or ,:thii:;•.:_A:r,1.ied: As:~o~,iat-ion::.;a:s :·thc1t ;ari .. 
. ~rtic 1~. appeared -in the :t@qal :s~n4a; paper .:in: New Br,ttns~i.ck 

. -.. . ,,. . . . .. 

,, ~f Sun~ay',, :March: 19, . .:L9·6L, ;_1:)y. -a: ,pe:~son,-:ti?,med .. Neal ,Gallaghek,. 
' ' 

'' 11.Are PoC:ket:hooks due,· t:o Fe.el .P±rtch 1:>y·th;¢- Veterans," 

-cind-1.t was·because,o:E th.,is ,artiqle, Sen~t:or, whic::h' in~er~ 

;est:ed. me· very: mucl:1,;. that ~- call~-d ·a, meeting, ;the>fo,llowing 

'.:Monday? ,and as a:re,sv,lt :w~.~had; ;a tremendous ,·overf,low. of.' 



veterans.· frc:nn Middlesex;•.cou~'ty: ·:f.r:orir 'vari;us<·vet~rans:· .. ··.~.·.•··· 

·6•r·g-~ni~ations} ja,nd'-the final.ri:~:s-U:lt :ef t~at:·¥eetip;g<-w~s/:,. 
. _ tha,t we l)Ut.for:ward:•a pe'.~i;t'fdb!{which,·st~t,ed,,as·: ioltow:s·:·· 

II we,:·: the: under-sig~ea :Citi,z.ens .,and voterE! '.of Middle;., 

se,)C:<CoU;nty, '. Sllpp0rtc the: fo llowiri~ ~ta-te~ttt ·':of _ th; .. M{cldl¢.:;• · , . 

. s.ex: Co~nty:, AlLie,d ·vete:vans-. As.soe-ia:tion·:' ' : .·,' .. ' 
'- .. - ·''We:{ 'the v:et~rans an;cl' taip~ye.rs :ef Middle~ekic:~un't~, 

... ·:::::::::r:::.•·.:::l:t:~:~:::rt:s:r:t:s:~:·.•• ····• ..... 
beir;tg .ab1~-:1:o._· mairttain;at • 1.east·;•thei·'~iq~ifvatint};&mount:, ol'·'· -. 
·ta~ :~av.i~gs, p~s:enfly.•··~rii· .deserve4lr-a~a:ilaBJe··t6 · them~'" 

·. ·· .. Now ... ac-cording. t'b : th~ -~i-g·tr1r~:s ' of\ New: Brunswick, .. · 

. gping. :h.acki ~or -,the, :1960':•kai•e •·ari.d'.f~t~rftri,' ·11: :was: fri.46'; : 
... -. being a-sses·sed '.at 3.0 per: cin1: tJ ~~,,· it, .;o-utd~ h~ve::.J'en.: 

a . savtni . 0:E $3 to 30/ , And : in•-·wQodbr :i;d,g;e ,: wlier.~--• ti{ey l}~d a/ 

.· Fatio (;)~ ·pat-e ,-~:r. $1.7,o,75: *ndJ:reirtg. ti ,•t:ati.'o: ,. of-<1l::J?¢r :ce-~ti 
their e~~rnption: was · $88 ;;}5 ~< > · ·• 

Now;, wlth: 1:he: fl~t--$50' '.th¢r:e ~tkt:~ny-t:litng~·:fbat 
have to b-e· 

'' : . · .. 

. ar,tic·t~'' in 

. :, "" 

of _the 'Execu._tiv~. Bo-a~9-: a'$d · as ,a result -'<i _ am ·here. ito repre·-

. ::· .. ·:::aV:t:tsd::kt:1:1.::::~:::z:~:1:n:r1:~:~::~·.·•· 
'. -and. a ··1ot : o.f -oth~r ::-'parapheirina.:t±f,,,which . I wiii iorw~rd···•ov~-r< 

i ' 
to.· ycn.io,.·_ .. 1.:•f-eer'·.that-w¢ ieid.·a·coiiti.nuei:d}st1,idy =0rt·J:h1s .. _ 

rn.~tter.; .. T · have let:te~s -tiom 'the Board/~;e- Ff~endl:cter-s 11 

the M:iddl~~ex. Colint:y 'Hb~}.d t4f T.Jxatioh·, ."ai-tlc.les'··'tlj~t .••.. 
. ·'' .. ·. ··. 

-were in'. the :neJsp:ap¢rs', ·:And.·. ouf- :signatures p . and t"fe:er:. 
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that .actually -this needs .• a continued,.study-, .because-:there 

are go,ing to b:e many veterans •who\are going to ,be affecte-d 

in one-way or another... S0J.nemay be,getting more 7 some may 

b:e getting less a I feel that: there ·should be a median drawn 
and that we ·need a continuing_ study because 7 _assuming that 

we g,et. the fJat- $50 and 0ur rates. keepg<Jing up 7 ·::v,rhere w{ll 

it end? 

. study· on this r · Senat:0ro 

SENATOR_ DUMONT~ 
donvt .know how·you.c_an,do mu-ch-more- studyingthan._has 

already-been done- cm alL.of thes:e·fac·ets. of·-_· taxation, 

particularly'the ·prope.rty .t-ax,, •L .can te-11 you that per-sconaLly 

I partic·ipated in three· ma,-j0r · studies · in the· last e·ight years 

of the, entire· tax :s:t:ructUJ::'e- of the State, _and we ._are :ab0ut to 

. embark upon another-· one,, Now, you can, only :study sc0 ._ long." 

There '.comes -a time••when you have· t-0,,act_ and .. stop·s·tudying .. 

Of course, . there are going .to, be v::eterans ,who ,are gp,ing to 

be,advers·.ely affected.and by .this· $50 W©n 1 tg¢t as faµch as 

they would in a mµnic·ipality wi:th a -low assessment p-ercentage 

.- and . a high • t:ax Tate~ . Ther~ ?Wi'll be ., other veterans J'.wh:o? 

because ·the. ass·e0s1sment· perc·entage,is. bigh ""•··•take Haddonf±eld 9 

for ex-ample - s= and,the, rate, .. ,of taxation is. low, .,their ·veteran's 

property· tax exemption,means· Iittl.e,0r·n0thing._t:0 ·them as 

· compared with· what · it <lid before , that community -and_. others 

went on _ 100 per. cent as:se8sment.. . But now that county..s 

wide, uniformity leg_islation has been postponed? with .I\o help· 

on my part I might_ add, for. another ye:ar~ ,it simply ·means 

tl:i.at ea.ch. community i.s l:>ack on.:i;..ts o.wn • bas·is. and as:sessing 

at really -any_ perc-entage, it, wants· until the ·court decis·ion 
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comes .along and says· you've. got to• go 100 

that f s wha.t the present Iaw require'$.. Sb I 

a matter of a lot· mcire study., The. question is. 

gqing, to:take a :flat figu1:e at all, we have· to .. take• ohe·· 

seems.· to re'pres.ent an average amount of equity, because 

.there·neverwill bea sta.t'ewide :forIUuladevised in 

that. wi Ll treat .• every hody · with, cotnplet:e · .. fairnes·s .. It .jµst 

isn't :pos si.ble" 
- _, ' '•', ,- . . 

MRo. CARLUCCI: Cwell7 I agree ·with y6u on.·th.at po:i.nt? 

Senatoro 

,SENATOR DUMONTt , ·.• •are ,perfectly w 
tin.ue,stµdying t:hirig;s1:>u:t·I must also remind 

clay-we have to act. on th~ ·study and not just continue to 
have sttidiestl:lat pile up dustort theshelves,some place .. 

MRs .. CARLUCCI.< May I. say this 7 

County Boa.rd .of .. Taxation !went on 'record for a SO per ce'nt 

ratio • in Middles.ex :counti ... , What: ,T meant <On the · qohtinued 

study is tha.t · :r .favor Asrsembly 1Gonpurrent Re·solut:i.on NCJo 9 · 
. ··. . i . 

. . for ·a cp:ntinued ,study. on jthis o L will tell yoµ the truth, 
I. 
I 

~enator = I hE:tve, had a:rt.±cle:s ·in , the P.aper •• and .• tried• to 

· a.rou~e 'people? ,and :they: have: be.·en a.roused~ >and 
b:e here to,e:xpre'•S'S thei:r:lfeelings .btit: ·.•certai1:1ly:there ,is 

. . 

such a thing .as ma,s·s cotnrqctnication . and. s·enclir1g a );e'tJ:.e.r 
make. one 1 s feelings knolivni., :B.ut ;r feel that this :is the 

po.sitioh that the organ;t~ation h~1s taken? ,anct that is the 

pre·sentation by mys,elf., 

. SENATOR.:· DUMONT : 

MR® . CARLUCCI : \ .- ' . 

you'! . May L forward all this data? 
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SENATOR DUMONT: Whatever ··you wish .. 

I will call Mro .. JO'seph P .... Hanrahan,. Vic·e Commander 

o.f the American Le,gion• De·partment of New Jersey .. 

J .0 S E -P_H Po HAN R.A HA N~ Senator -and 

gentlemen, I am Joseph, P., Hanrahan.as you announced and I 

am Vice.• Commander ·of the. American Legion, Department 0£ 

New Jersey and Chairman. 0.f its Veterans' Tax Exemption 

C ommitte·e-. 

Sir, .we are oppl]):sing. Senate, C0ncurrent ResQ,lution 

No,a 15 . f-or ·some of · the ·reasons• e:xpres·s·ed by ·the·· immediate 

past speaker.. We ·feel that: a furthe,r .-·study·is.:requiredo 

If I understand y0u .correctly~ Sen.9:tor, .you ·.say y9u .have 

averaged off the· tax :rate·s in ·.the ,munic'i_palit:ie'S. of the 

State., of New Jersey and they r.oughly came ·close 'to· $10:0 

per ·thousando , J;.f that c.alculati0n 1 .s·irw ,did not take ·into 

aecount the·· number· of veterans-· in the vari0us · t:o'Wns.,or 

municipalities 7 then we -have, a false basis · from wh.ich to 
Ok • • stri e . an average, o , F8lr 1.nstanc·e~ .in a :c0unty :as Warren 

there were.approximately 4900 ·applying .f0r -the,veteransY 

exemption, ,while· in, Bergen· C0unty-we ·-have 69 ,,.000 applying 

£or 'the ve,terans' exemption 0, I.f you , strike, tho's·e ·rates 

in· the various countie.-s ·with0ut applying ,the fact0r ·of 

how.many-are applying.f:or ·the exemption,;, you will come·to 

a false calculation., For ·instance 9 .,s:ir 9 ,in ·the-county of 

Warren·. there ,are 19 munic-ipalities receiving over $50 of£ 

their tax bi.11.and only four towns under·$SO, tax dol'lar:s. 11 

0ff. Of the- four t0wns 11 .each is over $45., So ,f:or a county 

like Warren, , where you .. only have 0 46.00 veterans applying, .you 

,7 



MRo .. HANRAHAN: We .are· not, :saying :$75. p:s ·•EL •fixed 

fi.g"4rea_ . Fr.om our ,~tudie·s, now, ,it :wo1,:tld :ind.i~ate ··tb:a:t: $75 

would be .. a, fa:.irer = 

~E~AT0R ·_ DUMONT : . ~et me -ask: .y9u, .. this : .· Do 'you: want 
. -

· a -fixed .fi,gure . .'or ._do you want :to, ma:ke --it·: on ·.a ,.sliding, s:cale? 

MR~- HANRAHAN: .. We /~ould rather- have ···it. on :a -·sl.idirig 

scale, .but.we ·-:wonYt:knowwhat ·the···proper.~G).css.essment.:figure. 

should. b:e until. the State, .has · s.ett led :down , .. wh:en-·.thi.s entire 

st.r.uc·ture ··which you,.s:aid -~u ·.have• be.en ·s·tudy-ing. ;Eor eight years 
... ,'. ' ' 

has. ,been· re-solvedo 

SENATOR _DUMONT·: . Do •ypu r.ealize it m~y be •-another 

· eigh;t or ·ten _years bef:ore. ·th:er.e-.is any:··s·.ettling down? 

MR~ . HANRAHAN.: It . :may :b:e, .,s·ir., , Fifty dollars .-would 

not be a :he-lp -to: us ·right now~, :we •• a;re ge·tting :more ·than $S-O; 

· a great numher -0£ ve:te·:r;-ans are -getting mor:e ;·than $500 · 

SENATOR-DUMONT: Ye,s., ,and .:a g:r.e-at many ar.e -g~tting 

_less-too .. 

MRo. HANRAHAN If _ you will -co,unt the , number -of 

veterans, ,sir, ,as we -have been doing, , in. 'the ·var-iou:s 

counties., you .wi.ll. find. th.at ·the- overwhelming· numb:er .is . · 

getting ,more ·than: $50 .rtow o.ff their 'tax .biTLon ·the· $5-:00 

assessment.a 

SENATOR-DUMONT: 

law ·is , enforced iin .-·the- State, ,as '.the-· courts ·have, indic,ate-d 

they--will, . n?:mely, ,forcing -everything :to .. 100 per-;.cent. 

ass·.essing, ,you, realize -·th~.t: ·• :every,-veter;an· ·will · he :·getting 

less --than· $50.., 

MR.. HANRAHAN: 'l'hat' s right.. . We -are , not inte·rested 

. 10 
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in -the,-se·e--saw betwee-n ·the cr.,a:te -.and ·the· asse·ssment, ,sir-; ··we 

. are interested ,in--the 0re-sult;s;a ThatYs why. :we ·.think that if 

· it's Te:so,lved -w:Ltltin ·the year·, ,as -• we _;though~t . it w0u:ld he .,a 

-month or,•so ,ago,, .that:$75 would-be• closer· to,our.·$50 .as it 

• w-as ·many, .. manyyears ,ag0-o .. _-That $5:0 :is .. :no --long~r-·.worth·.'$50, 

as ·you-can ·readily-uncl.erstanij ,in·the·,market .... Until ft :is 

. resolved 7 .. we-·fee,l· that• this i:s :not the ··right ·answer, '"';';$50 

;flato 

SENATOR ·DUMONT_: 
·~- . . . . 

Well, .would you· -rather have, the 

MR o . HA.NR:NIAN : . No,, ..• there h.a:s-·to :be ,a change .. 
'' ' 

' ' .- . . . 
-.. If. the law is-. going .t6,c:riang~ .. and.-you ·.ar:e -going<to,,incr,e-p:sie 

· the assessment 7 .the ·rate-·willreduoeo - _1,lh;en--the -rat:e .i.is 

reduced.~ ,the. ·veterans' exemption -gpeg down ·wi.th-·it .... · We 
' ' ' ,' ', ' ,' ' ,·' ', ' if 

think th:er.e has ·to. be .a further $tudy•~to ,determli\ne - at 

least give ,us ·what we .are ·getting; now = approach tha.t areao 
. . ' . ' . . 

But, $50: is ,under what ·we -are ,getting· now, ,greatly und.e:re 

SENATOR· DUMONT: _ All. right.. We,11.., ,then 7: ,.speaking 

for the ·veterans of ,the State, Jxnd Mr., ,,Qarluce·i was ·talking 

for his .org?nizati~n~ you would.,rather, have, >for ·the. preseht ' 

at least~ no ,change in the 0pre·sent. law ""." ,ju,st have the ·study 

continµedo .. Ts tha-t right? 

MR., HANRAHAN~ · 

SEJ:\JATOR DUMONT: ,Well? ,as -a ,matter of - :fl.act,:, .,it was 

, our -inte-rttion to leave _, it jµst . the. way ·it was until we: bad ·. 

actu,a.1 working• expe·rienc.e with Chapter 51 ,of the, Laws ,of·-_ 1960 .. · 

Ina.smuch • as a majority 0f :th:e Leg is la:ture, -in; both hoµse$ 
' ' 

and.,the, Governor, have,-.decreed that we ar.e,not going :to,,ge:t 
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any w0rking experience for a while with Chapter 51, the 

problem now arises as to what the courts wi 11 do with 

enforcing the old law, which literally interpreted means 

assessing everything~ personal, as well as real property.-

100 per cento 

Now, if that happens in a widespread way across 

New Jersey, and it can very.quickly, then of course your 

$500 exemption isnwt going to be worth $50 to any yeteran~ 

MR.0 H,ANRABAN::. We realize that? siro And you may 

have that situation for one year where the veteran will take. 

a beating under enforcement of the 100 per cent ratio9 How-

ever, it can be easily and quickly corrected by the Legislature. 

for the following yearo We. do lose a great amount in one year, 

but we.• don't want to be coming back here year after year 

negotiating, and that 1 s what ·will be. happening to us •.if you 

give us a flat rate of $50e As soon as that $50 nq longer 

appears to be $50 9 in view of the increas~ in the rate of 

taxation 7 we will be back·· here nego;tia ting like Unions do 

with Management - every year looking for an increase~ Your 11 

get to hate. ·to• see· us; you' 11 be sorry to see us, .and it will 

be years before we get a chance to= 

SENATOR.DUM0NT: Well~ the main thing I want to 

get is your ·position, and you Would rather have the law le.ft 

theway·it is at the present: time. 9 for the time being at 

least .. 

MRQ .. HANRAHAN~ Yes, and watch· it very closely Q 

SENATOR. DUMONT: And that's the posit ion . of. the 

AmericanLegion'.DepartJI1ent of New Jersey~ right? ·You are 
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speaking on their behalf • 

. MRo HANRAHAN~ Yes.. We prefer that you leave it 

the way it is and if you mus.t peg it at a .flat rate, we - say 

now :$75 as a minimum. 

SENATOR DUMONT:: But I am talking about leaving 

it as it is, which means the :$500 property tax exemption 

just as it is in the Con.stitution today •. · That would be leaving 

the law the way it ise 

MRo, HANRAHAN~ Yes 7 I understand that • 

. SENATOR DUMONT::: ·Now, is that what your position 

is right now? 

MRe HANRAHAN::: . Right nq~, since the change in the 

tax structure is• going to be postponed 7 we· would rather st:ay 

with that 50 per cent rate. 

SENATOR DUMONl::: And that is the posi.t ion, of the 

American Legion Department of New Jersey a . Right? 

MR. HANRAHAN : Right ., 

SENATOR DUMONT;: Than.k you very much o 

Now 9 as long as weon,the veterans' position 1 let's 

hear from Mr .. Vincent Brinkerhoff of Cranford.who· is. the 

Secretary of the Legislative Committee of the Veterans of 

· Foreign Wars o 

VINCENT. BR I N 1 KR RHO FF: Thank you 

for this. opportunity to .,speak., SeI1ator.. . I am the official 

representation.of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of 

New Jersey .. Were.present, about 50,000 veterans~ including our 

Auxiliary .. We have a vital interest in this morning's public 

hearing; ·namely, that. of the veterans Y • exemption on the· real 

estate tax on property. 

13 



We are sure that. back in the early 20' s, when the 

-Legislature of a grateful $t.i.te granted this exemption in 

the form.of a.$500 exemption from assessed value, that they 

did not intend that it should de~rease in value or otherwise 

become dissipated by subsequent reassessment or reappraisal 

laws· or court rulings., _ With .the new 100 per cent assessment 

law -or -a percentage thereof .set by· various counties,. whi~h 

: has been. postponed for - cl- year· but which will eve.ntu~J.,ly become 

the law-!\ if no changes ar.e, made,- the actual dollar value- of 

• exempti0n. will, be· reduced, and in those counties wq.ich have 

gone· to the fu,11 .100 per cent the exemption ·will virtually 

disappear. lf no changes are made, a- situation·. will develop 

where a veteran in some counties will enjoy an exemption 

_very close to $ioo, and.a veteranin,those counties which have 

. gone to 100 Per· cent again wi-11 be down below $10. -, So• it is 

for this reason that .the VFW, endorse13 -the blanket dol_lars 

andcents·exemptionas opposed to an exemption from the 

assessed.value a 

. With a flat >exemption- every veteran, regardles,s 

of the geographic :locatiqn·within the· State., would enjoy 

the same- exemptiona , However, we would like an: opportunity 

to discuss fu~ther the $50 figure,. as my two friends from 

__ the other ·veterans'· organizations.· nave mentioned., 

We- feel- that the present average exemption is 

·running higher than $50.. . In this field again -we are· not 

seeking.further benefits, but we don't want to lose those 

-we already-- have a 

Thank you very·mucho 
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SENA'.rOR_ DUMONT:: . Well, now,. you- figure•. th~t the 

$50 amount: is actuaTly too,,iowo 

·. . MR o: BRI_NKE.RHOFF:: Well,. in .my county· of Union, 

. which is. toe, only, study,·I.·have iiari:icipated,:._in· pe'rso.11ally, · 

'and incidentally_ I~ am- ,pinehhit,ting for a- pers0~· 0 whO, is 

- better·versedin,this than-•.;C am_bec·ause-· he\.is: in. the· ... - . ·_ ' ·, ·, ' -.... -_ ... 

- hosnital · and: I. know that:. in,_Unioni County the fig·. ure .is 
' .I:"' ' -

. - . . 

' ' 

. .. ..•·. ·:· :" . higher .. •· 

: . sENATOR, D~ONT. '.', ••. Have you. arrived' at.·. any j:igure as 

to what you think-: it ought t.0 1 be? 

' ' 

SENATOR~ DUMON'.:C,: - •·.Statewide.. . :So your po.sit ion . 

, then 1 aJtd you- speak t0cla.y;: in: behalf·· oi the: VFV{,. righ~;?. = 

. SENATOR~ PUMONT f Department' of: New: Jersii~ , 'Now, 

your position then -is a ,,lit:tle: differen:6: from the· Atn,erican 

', Legion'' So .. You don't want th~ law t~, 1:e.main.:just: e:x:attly a·~ 
- . . . . . . ,. . . . .. 

i.t is ~t the present. tini~?, or: do, you? 

·MRo .. , BRI:NKE:RHOFF: .• :You,. don,~t mean· this hew>100. 

per cent =·. 

- . . . 

SENATOR DUMO~']: <) .. am taJking about the ·,$500 ·· 

property tax. exemption which:. will , vary all.' over .thee, p,l.ace, 

_ depending; up~n the percent~ge of as.sessmento . 

. MR. _ BRINKERHOEF :. We 11,. as· it ' s ·. heen,. there 

-hasn'tb~en any,objectiert; Lmean·,. s:ince the 't¥ar/sittce 

m.ost, of us got out of~ tne s~rvi~e .· There,, Qa~en'' t bee.r1:, tc,0 .. 

. many co~t~o:versial argument1:1 ab09-t it, ,.but nat:u.tally;tt · 

came to.-light when- this :new ioo ;er c,ent ass~ss~nt ~~it#\· 
"through,. sta~ting:: with, ·this· litigatioh.'.in,..Middletown,, I 
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believe it was. This is what we don't want, and we·have. to 

see it postponed for a year .. 

But as to the law as it stands·now = I am talking 

about the one that was granted in.1923, I believe it was -

·there doesn't seem to be any argument there; in other words 7 

. we have been going along with the exemption· year in and year 

· out., But with this new law~ I guess it's 61 = is that what 

~u mentioned? -

SENATOR DUMONT~ Chapter 51 e 

MR~ BRINKERHOFF~ - this is not equitable through-

out the State, because.a man,inBurlington who is assessed 

at 30 per cent.would.receive $100 =.although we would be 

hesitant to take it from him= and a man in.Monmouth who 

is assessed at 100 per cent would realize seven or eight 

dollarsf and we feelthat doesn't make much sense .. 

SENATOR DUMONT: Well 9 of course, under Chapter 

51,. each,County Board of Taxation hadnine. different 

. options, from 20 per cent to 100 per cent~ to uses whereas 

the present law of the. State, if enforced.by the cqurts, 

and there is every·indic.ation it will be. 7 will re.quire. 100 

per·ce.nt·eve.ry place.o . In 0t1;ler words, don't make any 

mistake ab0u.t the old law; tl;le qld law, when literally 

interpreted - and that is the law presently in effect now, 

in view of this postponement - requires 100 per cent every-

·whe.re - on land and building1:; 7 on machinery and.equi:t:1ment, 

and on.inventory., 

.. MR.. BRINKERHOFF~ 

e.xemptionjust disappears., 

In that event, your $500 
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SENATOR DUMONT::: Right o 

MRo BRINKERHOFF~ And this is what we donYt want 

to see happen., 

SENATOR DUMONT~ 'I'hat's exactly why, in the 

passage of Chapter 51, we were trying to give the county 

boards of taxation·nine different options they could use 

that would affect the entire counties, not just the particular 

municipalities O. 

MR., BRINKERHOFF::: , Our stand is = take a flat 

exemption, but we don't feel that :$SO.is adequateo 

SENATOR. DUMON':C::: All right a . And. you havenY t 

arrived at what you think a fair figure .should be" 

. MRo. BRINKERHOFF~ No,. sir, we haven't .. 

SENATOR DUMONT::: So,. for the present then~ your 

position.is that you wouldrather·leave:$500 property tax 

exemption as it is until there• has been further study? Is 

that correct? 

MRo. BRINKERHOFF; I am not sure that we under= 

stand one another, Senat;oro , The war it's been going, as 

I.explained.be.f0re,. since th~ law when it came into effect 

. in 1923 9 it seems to be satisfactory .. No,one has objected 

until this·ne.w.court ruling of 100 per cent 9 and this is 

what started the action, and I am sure·that was the case in 

all the other·organizations .. We know that that would not 

be good .. We donYt want .the-:$500.~xemption to become a$6. .. 00 

actual cash savingo It wasn?t meant that way when it was 

given· to. us back in the 20 1 s 1 . and we don 1 t think that anyone 

today should return it to, such a thingo 
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SENATOR_ DUMONT: · Well,_ you see, alL that the 

court-ruling di,dwas to say that as long as you are going 

t:o have this law, you. have got to• start enforcingita 

What had .. bappened was that we had -it but nobody paid any 

-- attention· to· it until the original Switz case was. decided a 

. That·' s why ·we g.ot into the study· of trying· to change the 

present law and resulted in Chapter Slo 

. Well,, I think,. if. I. am .clear· on your 'position, 

-- the VFW, then you are not quite in agreement with: the 

· American-_ Legion a 

. MRo. BRINKERHOFF: We don't. seem to: be·. too far 

aparto 

SENATOR,_DUMONT: __ YoU 11 re not too: far apart 7. but 

you are more inclined to. go -for a blanket. exempti<:m, pro-

viding it's a fair·figure, which you don't think .$50,iso 

MR ... BRINKERHOFF; . That's exactly our.· s.tand. 

_SENATOR_ DUMONT: -And you are more inclined to 

go-for-it.more quickly than.apparently the American:Leg.ion 

is. 
!' . 

. MR.a BRINKERHOFF: :Well,- I'm not at liberty to 
-

expound on·_· th.at 7 . sir o 

- SENATOR. DUMONT : All right. . Thank you very 

mucho We,appreciate your·cotiling .. 

'Russell Wilson .. Russ, are you. going to repre-

sent th.e Le,ague of Municipalities : on this? 

RUSSE.LL WI L.S ON: Senator, as usual 

- I'm wearing a couple of: hats 7 but qasically it·' s the League 

of Municipalities. 
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SENATOR DUMONT~ O .. Ko I might say before Mr. Wilson 

begins 9. I think·the credit for suggesting.a.flat figure ... 

at least as far as I'm concerned -·the first time it was eve.r 

suggested to rne at least? came. ::erom him; that is 'J a flat 

dollar deduction. or a flat dollar amount., And. I have always 

thought., by the way 9 .that it made a lot more,sense than these 

exemptions that fluctuate c1.ll over the place, . depending upon 

the assessments .. So,we.might have delayeddoing anything 

about it for a while - we. .would have delayed it until we got 

some working experience under Chapter Slif Chapter 51 were 

going to take effect 1 but since it ~sn 1 t for at least a year 

and.a half.or a year and threeca,quarters~. and maybe even 

beyond that,.was the reason ~hywe thought maybe·we ought to 

try to bring this thing to ahead by using these. suggestions, 

which were not necessarily in the same dollar amounts, but 

by using the basic idea that w,a,s,.:. advanced originall1t"'" as far 

as I am concerned at least 7 by this witness 

Go right ahead now, Russ., 

. MRo WILSON~ Thank you? Senator.,. For the record 1 

my name is Re To Wilson 1 ,A.ssessor of. the City of East Orange 7 

and Chairman of the Tax Study Committee.of the League of 

Municipalities" 

Senator 9 at the outset I would like to take. this 

opportunity· to, extend the gratitude and thanks. 0f the Le.ague 

.of Municipalities and the Assessors Association·to you 

. personally and .to those of your colleagues who so· manfully 

stood up to the postponement of Chapter SL This?· I think, 

was.a.somewhat irresponsible act on the part of the majority 

of the Legislature. 1 and I think it has set b.ack the 
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i adi1\:iin.is,tt~£~f? of t~atio.n anc;L· prt,perty taxation in the State·• 
of ·New .Je~sey •lly many y~aJ:>s•·.: · · But' we are de~ply. grateful to · . 

. , you •, your <:!p1gageo11$ . s·t:an;d: ·and,. to Senat:o:r, D~amer and _ 

· .. · ~enator::F:x; as,well a~ tbQse members'."of'. th~ As'$e1llbly 'Whe>,: :> 
: ·· to~k.:a similat- stand. · 

_, :, . ·' ,": ....... ·.·.·' ·. 

· Seruito:c\~ with :reif~~·t to l>o1::n of ~b.ese bilts, -
· ... the,:'i;e_ni9~ citizen~!• im,d t~l vet~rans~, 'exem~tio~; I .. tbinfu··> 

_:· __ ···.· .. _·<.~-.'._.~--'- : __ :'<:··· . - : .... .. 1·_··.-< -.:· ' ~--_-_: ._:::· --~·;_·:· ·. _,. · .. ·. ___ ,.: · •. · .·. 

_thfa_ .. ~jgµf,·_ in fact'I iknowr~~;,i,1:b.e'.).,ea,gue __ has to take ;th:t~--

.. ' , pos ;tl.0n,t :since •. we <lG repres:eni:: n¼st ·. of: the -:~,~~ici_J)alit~es . • 
. ·. i· :-, ,. .- . . ~r~::::e:;::•·zr:::f ~:,::t::rrt!Zi::l~·.~· 

d~a~,- aad I ·refer prilicipal:ly t<> '.the: ·EJ.Jll.c:nants of $50- ~4. $80:. 

·" ·.· 

·.:_ . ' Q:f eoµrs~ 9 from 
.. i 

· .· E~7f 2~:~~~~:1Ef 1: il7:~!:1:::;:ir. 
we have· to take the choice o~ the lesser of so~ e'vils. 

, I , 
:.: " ... ··.• ... •. •, ·, , ·.c ,. . . . : : • . • ··. . ,. : · •. 

. .. - 'l'lrle~ stati~tics deiv:elp~d >by the State :Divi,idoll. . . ..- . 'i·· .' . . 

.. of T~~ati;n rev~al. that the .'i~~efage state -tax. ra:te in 1961, 
•··· .j •. . ' i wa:s $8 .. .77 .. 

;_" .. • ... 

SENATOR' DUMOlfl!: • ... _ ·1~ stani c~~rected th.en,, Ru;s,s., 

.. ·. )!l~;'b WII.i_S(}N·;' wei1i I think ·yoµr $~;~00 :t;gurf, ,' 
. ·· · .. · __ S~nat9f{ ,~s · p;~bably. a' Ji959J or' -1960 averaie ... •~e 11.e~fr 

. a 1959 o:r 1960 averiigef. ·-a-~ ~oQ.rs~~:witk ~he t¢ncien~Y:itoward._·•·•··. 
· ·•m.ore )it1:a· me~e,: .revatua.~i.on~/:~~<i a11:inere.EJ.se.~:f t,e.: rat#~ _:iri> · 

· .. : ', ~ny )IlUJ.liqj.pal!ti~EJ ti' the a;~~ag~ ·. s~ate rate is bou~d to :liead · ·.)i.o:( -- ·· .·.· · -
·:\;;·-. 
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downward.. However,. in the interest of equity 7 . and this some-

times suffers, I think the League endorses the principle 

of the bills; namely,. the granting. of a f.lat dollar exemption 

·rather than an exemption tied to the. assessmentso There are 

some problems that will· arise from the municipality'' s .stand-

point; namely,. bow to handle this for county equalization 

purposes~ I believe this will call f0rsome additional 

•. leg is lat ion if these bi 11s Cl?-rry.. At the present time, of 
. : \ . . course, exemptions are deducted for county equalization and 

there will have to be another method by which the tax. dollar 

canbe·taken into consideration for county equalization 

purposes, and I am sure you will rec0gnize·this, sir., 

In the overall, I .think we have to take the 

position that while we t:avor the·bills in.their principl~, 

we. would rather· see the. ,am0unts tied to the average state 

tax rate ... This, we feel frankly, is a benefit to the 

veterans because, of the trend toward a lower tax rate. 

throughout the StateQ 

Now 1 while we are on the subject of amendment 

of the Constitution with respect·to veterans' e:xemptions 7 

I would like .to, suggest that we will probably never have a 

better·opportunityto include as.an amendment one which would 

limit this exemption.to veteraas currently residents of 

the State but who were residents at the time of their 

induction or· enlistment., Now, I. do not propose tha,t 

veterans who are now reCeiving the'exemptionwould be 

denied,,but I would hope tbat we might provide for an 

amendment that w11;:mld prohibit the granting of an exemption 
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henceforth,. which·would apply to veterans who were not 

residents of the State at .the time of their entry into 

the· service .. 

Senator, I· believe. that just about concl.u.des .the 

comments that I.have· noted here for the momenta There is 

:one,other alternative possibility that might.be given 

some consideration 7 and this, of cours~, I'm afraid w0uld 

be adverse to· the -intere.st of the in.dividual veterans,, but 

.we.could,_ of course,_ leave the- law_as it now applies; 

.. namely,- the $500. assessment exemption, but tie that to the 

-equalized value, of the -municipality., Now,, this wou_ld, of 

course,. have the- effect. of materially reducing the.,.value 

· of the exemption -to· the. veteran a 

That's all Lhave to proffer,1 sir., 

SENATOR-DUMONT: If a flat dollar amount. is used, 

. do you think· these figures -a~e- approximately fairJ+., based 

upon the-average tax rate of.the State, or do you\think 

. they are· too high; or too low? 

·MRo WILSON: -Well, the average tax rate in.1961, 
-

. Senator,. was. $8 .. 77.. . Now that would trans late to roughly 

$45 for the veteran and $60 f,or the- senior citizen,, and I 

think that would be far -fairer to the mun:ucipality .. 

SENATOR D\JMONT: · Do you ,prefer a flat figure 

over a.sliding scale? 

-- MR. WILSON: I think I _ do , , sir .. 

SENATOR DUMONT.. You do. Personally, 1· like your 

- idea about limiting the· exemptions henceforth to veterans 

- who -entered the service· in New Jersey., 
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MRo WILSON:; This would. overcome many objections 

that we have heard for many years.. I. don't· honestly 

believe it was the intention-of the. Le.gi.slature when· it 

first granted this exemption to include veterans from other 

· states o Many 1 as you know 9 from California and other states 

receive state bonuseso 

SENATOR DUMONT :; . Right " 

DON A.L D MORRISSEY: · I would .. like 

to ask along. on that particmlar point = you more· or less 

touched on.it: The law provides that veterans from other 

states moving into New Jersey do not receive the benefit 

of the• exemptiono 

SENATOR DUMONT.: 

. MR o. MORRISSEY,: 

now receive ito 

· No, it. doesn't o 

·The law now provides they do not 

. :MIL WILSON:; No? I'm sorry~ sir., The present 

law. allows· the exemption to any veteran as long as he is 

currently a resident of the State". My proposal would 

limit this exemption to the. veterans of.the State.at the 

time of their induction or enlistment~ not retroactive? 

I might addc I would have· i·~. cut· off as of the- effective 

date of this acto 

MR •.. MORRISSEY: The impression I got was that 

you meant that the veterans from out' of the State who were 

not residents of the State at the time of their induction 

would receive the full. benefit of the ex:emptiono 

, MR e WTLSON 

that tbey be excludedQ 

They now do~ .. sir., . My· proposal is 
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SENATOR lbuMONT: Are there any other ques.tions? 

· By the way, I meant to announce this. in the 

beginning: If any 0f you have any questions you want to ask 

.. of any of the witnesses? it is perfectly· all right so long 

as :they are: pertinent to his testimony a 

Thank you very m,uch, Mr.; Wilsono 

May 1 ask a question,,. Senator? 

SENATOR.DUMONT: Surelyo 

. J.1Ro. HANRAHAN: ·. pi:d your· rate of 8 Zo 7 per thousand 

.. take into, consideration th¢ riumli>er of veterans in the 

various towns.·. or cou:nties? 

·· MRo. WILSON: 

,:MRO HAN~: ,·1;1: :i:..s just a flat rate.,· 

MRo WILSON: ·•· This is just the average of the 

various municipal rates throughout the State 1 . and it does 
i 

· not take: into consideration the number of veterans o 

. MR ... HANRAHAN:" And by taking 600 municipalities -
' · divitling by 600, you ·got that rate? 
j 

MRo WII.;SON:: . Yes =567 would be more exact., 

SENATOR_ DUMONT: Mr'" Wilson 7 by the way., was 

Assessor inEnglew00dfor I11any years before he went to 

East Orange, so he has had,experience in Bergen County 7 

.. . - -

, Mp .. Harirahali. 7 as well as iIJ., Essex .. 

. All right, Mr a Mdrrissey., 

DO NA L.D 

·· is Donald T ... Morrissey 7 Tre;n'ton, and I speak today strictly 

as an individual taxpayer of;• t'he. City of. Trenton., 

I am very much concerned with the. trend toward 

.... exemptions both for vieter001s ,. 014 age, Rerhaps tomorrow 
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. widows fellowing ~hose- wb.o perh.a,ps. are- industr,ial casuaI:ties, 

. and<what have· you., and- r: ~m wcmderirig: wh.c:lt !i- geitig to'.be.;ome 

of. the· taxpayers •. !he, Legisl,at:ur~is policy,-0f :inflic·titig ·. 
. . . . . 

, upon municipalities '._m.ano.ato:ty · legislation for· these -~x.emp:ti0n~ .. . . . . 

':is· gradually, making: it mpre,'diffictllt for ali:..of'.:eur· :l:ax ... 
. -1.,_ . ' ' ' ' ' ' . . . . ,' . :, 

payers-. of the.• city· ,of: Trenton· both<young and. olda 

' I.:have some· figJUresL here~ I go, 'back to· 'the. .:·ye,'ar 
-1-911~ ·. We :had _approxi~ately_t$2 ,786,000 of. exempti6ns:·:e-0:t\ . ' . . . . 

church- and charities.. Since that· t:ime it ·has risen :to · · . . . . . - . . . . . . ·. . . . 

.: $14,,495,,ooo. of' exemptions fot- church: and: ch.arit:i.e'.s O 'Th:e ' 

:t;:ax·· rate- has r.isen £:t>QICLthe ·year:'1911 frorn·,apprexi~tely·· 

.. ·· $3 aOO iri .our· city to $.10.o12'. ,t'0r; th.e year.-196_2~ . I am · 

· .. wondering:· jus thow: muck, fur:ch.er · can · the, Leg is la tur~ ge-. in · 
. ' ' 

· inflicting addit1onai , manda:tory .leg:i.s lation i .on . our. ·mun,ici- · .. 
pali:ties .. 

. . The: principlers'.\ in. the two• bill~ -und~r discus.sion, 
. . / . . .·. 

, ACR _ 14_: ana.:'.15"" 0£ · limit~ng_ t\te aftloU,nt granted -to tq.e. a;g~d . . , 

,. people and- to, our eitizens<'.1$ •_:a,,t.ood .. 'l:>fi-e.,G .. -Y:ou-re.c.alL~ 

. Senator~, that. at a :'previous :hearing .::r.. d:f:.d a.dv0cate ,a' 

. Limited . amount 0r a •_IBaximum ;:_~mou:nt • .to ; eµ.l'· -veterans0 : ·a~d- · .. ·· , . 
~o, OU~_- aged people~; bu~ l dot(' t ;h:i:nk this -.is the <Pl'~~er 

-. ~ay· of. handl.i.ng ai:d t:o, our· v~tet'~ns :arid- to:,•eur•:e.g~d ... ·. 
citizens.. . :t weuld. Like t.0, see. -s·et up: in. New. Jersey a 

. . ' '• .. . ... 

. secti~n :. of.-· several·,_ of. our· large' ~ou.nties: where th.ere·: is' . 
'plenty· of land ~here. a. veteran l_~r an aged citizen tCOUld ' 

. ' ' . . . : .... - .. 

. Purcha.se•· in that particular ·county,, set :Up ,similar to •. . . . .· .. "j 

•· our Trenton_, Hous,ing:: Authority, ·.• where the.· p'rqpert-y is i nof · 
. . . \ . . ·. ' . . ' ·.· . ,· ' . 
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within this community a piece ofground,.either·for a 

permanent home or for a trai~.ler? and the only tax that 

they·wouldbe subject to would be the local corpus tax • 

. They would pay no county t_ax nor any· school tax. In this 

way they would be taken out of the city itself C Our cities 

are hurt by our veterans and our·· aged. people a Our cities 

are becoming slowly· but surely cities of• old buildings. and 

.old people. 

Personally? I think our whole tax order is rough, 

because we inflict perhaps 85 per cent of the cost of local 

. government·upon the· backs of the persons who·happen to 

own, a home.. As a result, property is getting depressed 

in the market place due to .the rising tax rates t'l)~cmghou t 

the State·of New Jersey., 

That's about all L,haveto say 1 .Senator., The 

tax.system, I_hope and pray, will be changed in the very 

near future sothat•our taxes will apply on tangible 

property 7 . income,. or sales, or what have you? but let 1 s 

get it off the backs of. the peopleo . These continued 

exemptions are· not the answe.r · to our· situation., 

SENATOR DUMONT: I couldn 1 t · agree • with you more, 

,Mr .. Morrisseya The tax structure does·haye to be. changed, 

. but as long as we continue t:o,have soaring property taxes 
' 

which are already the highest in the nati.«::m, the· more 

pressure we are going to hav~ here for additional exemptions 

and new exemptions 9 etc.. Thati s the problem that we face.o 

MRo.MORRISSEY~ .The only thing Ihave to say, 

Senator= an additional thought.occurs to me =·is that 
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the principle of the- retail sales _tax. is· not the• whole 

answero I would.suggest•:l;or:your consideration-the 

establishment in. New.·Jersey.· of a-transaction tax :which 

would touch·. all property from the point of production, to 

the point. of ultirnate consumptiono .. It :w0uld also tax 

.servi~es·rendered .. in·this·St:ate9 • stocks.and-bonds-§ls-well? 
' . 

. so, that the burden would be taken off of real. estate.. . I. 

_ would go.• a .step-further and- .e:;ay .the time II1ust come·.when .we 

-_ II1ust limit the. tax rate-. upon·. real_- es:tate c 

SENATOR DUMONT~ . · Well 9 .I think actually .that 

wastried-in:NewJersey-about.45 years agoc 

, MR.a . MORR!SSEX~ I. think· we did .. have a._ lim:;tt;:~d 
~£ 

tax. rate in this State under_· the-. term of office· of . former 

.- Governer· Stokes o 

SENATOR DUMONT:: .... ' . - It. worked- so• badly that it was 

repealedo _That's - the· story· at least o 

_ MRa MORRISSEY; .: We.11 7 , it. only--worked qadly against 

the politicians 9 .. not against the ones ·who- happened to own 

property a 

. SENATOR DUMONT~ -• Be that as it may? you elect, 

the politicians?_as you.describethemo 

. MR~ _WILSON: ·• Could L_be permitted to correct .. 

:!;or the record a statement that I.mad:e? 

.. -~ENATOR;_ DUMONT: .: Certainly p. Mrc Wilsono 

. MRo. WILSON: It was. in response· to c.the question . 

. raised-bythe gentleman representing th.e·American,Legi,on 

·.who,h.ad.asked about. the average·.tax ratea_ l.gave rather a 

·wrong answer to, that ... Actually the.average- s_tatetaxrate 



is arrived at by taking· ,all. of· the amounts to. be raised by 

taxation, local property-tax, and dividing it.by·the . I . 

aggregate- ratables of the State;•· in o.ther ·words,_ it is not 

on an i,:1.dividual munipipality pas is but the total to. be 

·. raised. by taxation =·your local property tax throughout the 

· State divided by the total. state. ratables -to. arrive at. the 

. average' state' rate a 

.. MR~ ... HANRAHAN : .But you still did- not take into 

· cons:i}deration .th.e number. -of veterans- in·. each municipality a 

MR.a WILSON: . 'rhatis correcta I iknew that th.is 

was ·your point~- but my,-·oasic. answer was a little misleading a 

.. :MR~. HANRAHAN: . 'I'hey_ are· not co¥1patible practices 
I , I 

then. is. the point I .. .was Il).akinga .. Take .. a; ll;iity iike, "Boh:unk" 

with two- veterans- and .their.·ra.te- is $20 a thousand,., and then 

take a city;like Hoboken,which has 500 veterans~ and their 

rate-off the tax bill.is $60.= the two municipalities are 
r 

- not compatible a . You. shou_ld strike. a ratio·. or rate bet.ween 

those two municipali.tiesa 

. MR.a. WILSON: . Your. point. is· perfectly ·valid a 

.. MRo. HANRAHAN: The ·.two• municipalities are-· not 

compatiblea: Thank youa 

SENATOR DUMONT: -• Now is there-. anybody else 

·who. desires· to, be heard? . 

MR.a THOMAS McGANN I would. like to. ask if y,ou 

received a. statement that was sent in to, the•. Committee .. _ or 
I 

· to you from Marryatt. Haines who is the· President of the 

-·. State Assessors, . .As-sec:i.ationo . He· could not be-. here .. 

. SENATOR. DUMONT: If there was 9 I_don't have it 
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hereo The only thing I have here is a statement from 

.the Township of Ocean in the County of.Monmouth? which 
1 

we will pj.ltin the rec0rd ... But I don't have anything 
. •' 

· from Mro I-Iaines hereo . Do you want to, speak on his behalf? 

MR~· McGANN • No 9 . sir 9 . I just· wanted to• be· sure 

that the• statement was. hereo 

SENATOR. DUMONT~ 

. later·if it comesino 

We can, add it to the record 

MRo WILSON: .If you donit have- it a1ready 9 we 

will submit it to youo 

SENATOR DUMONT : All right 9 .• fine o 

Is thereanybodyelse? (Noresponse) 

-·Well 9 ._.we·have-here. a letter fromthe Township 

of Ocean 1 Off ip.e of the Mayor 9 James Jo. Garrity 9 • which 

· wi 11 be entered i.n the record .. = Monmouth County·= and the 

statement is to the effect that·they have adopted a 

resolution.in the Township of Ocean. supporting the proposed 

Amendments-as profitable and equitable .. The vote 9 _ according 

to this resolution r was JJ.nanimous., 

These· samplings that are-enclosed here with the 
Bank 

letter 7 . taken from Reµ_/4 Ocean Town~hip 9 • New Shre:trsbury and 

.LongBranch,.indicate= and-lshoqld point out that Monmouth 

County_ is probably the,only county in 1::he State that is on 

a. full 100 per cent since the first of this year 9 all mun= 

·· icipalities o J:s that r::i,ght 9 . E;uss 7 . that it is· the• only . 

county 7 on a countywide basis? 

year? 

MRo . WILSON : .. Gape , May 9 Monmouth and Hudson o 

SENA,TOR_DUMONT: They are all 100 per cent this 
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•. MR ... WI;l,SON: • No,, HudsE>n. !}as : not gep.e. to 100 

per cent. -

SENATOR. OUM@NT. -.: :au t · GaP'?'. ~ay an.cf Montll6Uth are i 
-_ at •·100 ·Per ce~t rign:1:.- n6wf ·_· -_---- -

i , 

:· .'.MR-.. w:(LSON:. · if;ouldrt1 t: sw~ar .. tJaat ·a11\~f. -- · 

: M0nmouth ·. bas, a~tual ly,. rea~h.ed .the 100 per cent. , •. ·r. th.ink 

·. the· reqorcLef ith.e· C~unty'.:~oard w0uld, sb0w th~t 7 : but; I . 

. would .rathe:r:- -deull>t tbat t*ey, h.ave actu:ally· reached that., .I 

~- in.formed-by·tbe; LocaL ~ropert; ·Ta:>e::aur-eau. tl:iat:th.ey, 
' ·1 , , 

.··. ' .. . . . . . . ' ,·:. . ' ... i . . _',' .: .. 
cl.ai.m te, have ,gene -- to: lOOJ per cent this ·.y-ear .. · 

. . . ,· f ~. ·, ·', . ' i . . . . . -. 
. S~JNATOR, DUMONT:\ -_ .We;ll, then tli~s~ ·.four. cortlinu:q:i.ties 

in Moruneuth, as :th.ey p0int · eut/ at 100 · !)ejr e~rit/. :the. hJgh~st _ ·•· · 

· :.- value.0f•_· a;.sen:i,or ·cit:Czenfs '. exempti0n: if \Ltt,New_~hr~wsbury 

_: .at $29;~s2,·· and the-,,l~west\·i~:-in ·Ocean'I'~wn,sh:tp.-·at$22;··· • -
, • . .. . . 'I .I -· • . . • 

, ·and' as-· to the vetera~s, •ti¢, Q,ighist :is ':iis:1~-()cean Township 
. . . . :· . -. . l . . .. · . . . .- . . . . . . . . , , 

or" $18.o.45 in: New :Shre-:wsbu#y; and; the· lc.iwEist,,. at $JS, are 
- -• - -- - _. - - . _. . ... I -- . . . . - . .: _·. - - ·- . . 

·_at Red :Bank·and Long ;B:r-ap:4h,, af these -.four communitie:s .. 
' .·. .. .. . · .. ' ; . . ', ; .. ,·· . ,· - .. / ... ,• ._'. '·. .. .·. ·. 

'~0' taking, a,.samJlling:hereL th::Ls ;,is :a typilcal. sit;uation.-ef •··· - - - .. • , - - - --- I - ---___ · - -_-- ---• . : -_ - -_ -: __ - _--- -- - -. 
, what can,_ :happen in,_ a .lOOwercent county 9 and. I _think:.we 

- -- •• • : p •• • : ·.- .,· • - • ._ • -~ '.: l.,, . . . . .. - . . . ·:-- .: · : . ~· ·. ·_ ·. . ·., -. . 
sh01,1ld _ al 1 . remember that. :i,.n view: ef the· f:act · tl;l:at the · . . .. ,' .. · . 1· . ' .. ··· .. ·' 1' . ,.. • .. 

, . . - .- · .. _. · r ·. .. l . .. . . - . : . . . 
-_ original Switz :.case: was. decided I th.ink• o,ri<M~rch 11,. 195 7 ,· .. . . . . -• • •-- __ .. _ , l - - ·_ - _ --•· 1 .' . • . - , -

__ · the't'~ is>a geod.chanc.e thjt· th,e:.Sup:t'eme: c
1
o~rt in ~ny ·t:ax=1_. 

, , , , , , ' • , • , •. , , 1 . , , , ,· . , j· , , . . .- , . •, 
paye'r:' s. act1.on·.1n_ any:·couI1-tyi f~om n.ow· on ·rwould: say· .that.:the -_. . . -. : . _- • _- -- I· . i:'• - .· ,-- ,:,_ !--_ - .. , 

.present_· 1,aw_ must. be,·enforqed ... and tbat--coun/ty •as a -·:whole , , ·- . . , , i , , ,, , ... , ....... ··._,. , 
-would .. have · to g~: t~:100 p~r -~e:nt,o .· Arid th1.is _:is: an :~JC:arrq,le · 

-- -I . 

of. what wilL,qap.:pen to- tn.Jse· exemptions, i:n an;, 100 ~er 
, cent. fretn., IJ,ow:- on/ bcibause>::thi's. :is': exactly wb.a,t ,, ;ts p.ap•penirig ' .• 

-.. 
_. ,• ·1 • 



.. 

. ' . 

. . So, th.is :letter ,with its·• attachments- will b.e made 

a·part.0f•th.e· recordo 

, Now r. want to ask one question ,hereo We'ye had 

·•.opposition. to any · change in. the veterans' property tax 

·exemption for·the time-bein,g.until .it be,furiiher·studiedo 

Is there any- opposition.here today tcr. any- charige in_ the 

senior citizensY·property·:taxexemption to,aflatdollar 

· rate? 

. MRo . WILSON: .Not• in ·principle?. enly-to the. 

am6unto 

.. SENATOR. DUMONT : T0 the .. amount . ~-- whiqh you 

think.ought to,be$60 it}steao. of $80 .. 
' . \ 

_ MRo . WILSON t • .Correcto 

. SENATOR·_ DUM<;JN'J:': , E,ut. 0th.er.··. than, that_ ob jec:t:ion -

··•.from the League of Municipalitie.s r is there any other 
• I 

objeetion·to changing the:seniorcitizens' pr0perty tax 

exemption .to .. a flat $80 as proposed in this amendmerrt:7 

Is there a1:1ybody here tod.ay who, objects to1 that? If :so 7 

.. this is· the. time to f:!ay so ... ;(N'o, re:sp0nse] i Well,. then,, I 

·. must -assume fr0m the· silence tha:t there isn't any objection 

·. to that, but there is objection. to, changing: the vete.ra:ns' 

property tax exemption at; this time· without further: study 

· being, given .. 

MR ...... BRINKE:B.HQFF: You didn't interpret our 
... 

· remarks regarding the VFW>a.s: being 0pp0sed to this .. flat 

deduction,. did you? 
. . 

-~ENATOR_DUMONT: No f btl.t I gathered that you. and · 

· the· American, Legion want more .. 'study made and that y0i.1 are 

more in favor of a-flat deduction-than t:he American.Legion 
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appears·. to· be but that. neither· one of you:. at this· moment . 

. wants a:- change· in t;he- $500 PI:Oper:ty tax :-.ex~mption~ Is 

that : -rig;pt or_. wrc,.ng?. 

-•- MR •. BRIN.KE_RHOFF:: I am not 
/- - ·-. ·. 

.. -.~ c om1.ng , out -•-- --

-- direc.tly that we._ ar~: satisfied wLth the 019- .method, which. 

, dates· .back ;_to ;the .20·' s,, b~1: w:e- certainly· ·woul_d.,not, wan;t ·to> 

. \ stand still:. and !lave 100 ~er,: cent ass-essment go- 1 in 7 whi·ch 

• it' will if nothing: is don,E} ,. as:. was .br0ught o.~t in- Red. Bak-· 

.where· it .. is $15., ,' -

S~NAT0R -,-DUMONT 
I • , • 

But un,til. .it ]do~s ~-, an~, it ha_s 
. . . ' 

: in -certain ,ceunties -'.'"'. }llonltlouFh:-is ·~me_ and(,Ca_pe-May_ apparent;;-ly 

· · is . about to go to 100. per·:1cent,. and mayl>e~ Hu4son.,·:is too .. 

. But·• untiL'tbat .. is doti,e, ,y.Ju- $f_ill-·. for .the} tinie:.'. bein.,g: hav.~ 
-~ qpen to- you the· possibility .t~.at: each: tnun:icipa:lity,wilL 

set its·: ~wn- assessment. ~atio,,: as: i, t. bas. d0ne- in~ ,the. pa~t., •- · . . . . . l . 
I 

- by disregarding the present law untiL such time as an 
- , I ' • 

"· : .' ,', . __ 4f > 

·.aggrieveci taxpay~r comes ·. ___ a:l.ong;: ~d:says tlJis.,~as>got to . -: ·. •. . . ' . : . . . . .· . . . .. 

i stop because· I':mbeing.d:Ls(crJ.minated __ agaihst :and$ucceed$ 

-in proving •tliscriminati:n ,!, aE3: Mr~ o: Switz :dici 7 , and, then 
I 

--. forces ):hat municipali_ty_. ~r Illaybe: the, en,t~re county u,p, -.to 
. ·• • ', • _· l 

100 per. cen_t r whi~h- is the: l.;lteral interpte:tation. of the 
, , •• • I ., • 

present l,aw , Now,,, since, t!hat ·l)a~ • not 1:-)appened, expept _in 
. • . • . i 8:'. D : . ·-.. ~........ ' ' ' ' : . . ' . 

a few.· instan~es ,_ yoti:r;- -pos:i.;ti,;on:,, :t<w:!)~ld .. assume,, _:for: the 
. . . ' . . ---~~- .. . . 

. present would be-, to, leave 'tJ;he present $sob. exemption- as it. 
· - is, and Lkriowyou.don't :want that to-happen_: if- there. is<a 

· chan~e b_y -~~>Urt deci.stons !in ].iteral,. int¢rpreta1=ion-. 0f the 

• pre1:1ent/Law., :Bu.t,,for ~he:time being, asI.understand-it- ,.,·· 

. now correct' m~ if I'm ·wrong,., becat1se. L wa.ri.t to be right on 
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this - your position and the- ..American Legion's is to leave 

- it the way it is pending further study ancl a little inore 

experience as to justwbat is going to-happen in the 

-_ future~ Is that right? 

MRo BRINKERHOFF: - We- want a dollars and cents 
. . -

deduction as opposed to_,assessment deduction, anq if $SQ · 

is going tobe it.we will hav~·toexceptit but we don't 

think that is the average 0 

SENATOR DUMONT~ You think it ought to be 

highero 

MRo BRINKERHOFF;: Yes. 

SENATOR~ DUMONT;: ____ :au t you don't have any defin:f te 

figure yet as to what ygu think it ought to be, whereas 

the Legion thinks • also- t;hat ;Lt ough:I:: to be- higher and you 

-think the minimum ought to be $75 , .. Mro. Hanrahan., 

MR o HANRAHAN ;: - .. Yes o 

. MR. MORRISSEY~ 

SENATOR_DUMONT: 

MR@ MORRISSEY: 

I am a veteran -

So am Ia 

- and I feel that the veterans 

as a whole, speaking for-all the veterans - asa whG>le they 

would be far better off on a maximum flat amount 7 • because it 

isn't fair to the veterans' in my county~ ln Pennington 7 a 

veteranst e~~rription is worth $80 7 and in Trenton it is worth 

approximately. $50a· I don't know of any. dissension among 

the veterans so, therefore;· I don't -think·_ there .should be 

any more moneypaid.out in actual-dollars· to a veteran who 

.. lives· in- Pennington. and a veteran who, lives in the City of 

Trentono - As a -whole~ the veterans -would be far ,better off 

if it were on the basis of equality where they would all get 
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the same·amount 9 not $80 up there.and $50 in my city,, In 

fact'i) I have always questioned whether itrrs really legal .. 

SENATOR DUMONT: Now\) Mr,, Carlucci\) your pos.ition is 

pretty much the s·ame· as the Arn.erican Legion n s and the VFW 8 s 11 . 

right? 

MR., CARLUCCI: Yess Senator., 

SENATOR DUMONT: Do you have any figure in mind as to 

what you think this ought to be?·· If you think $50 is too·low!) 

what do you think it ought to be? 

MR., CARLUCCI: Welll'/ as 1 see this 11 Senators we 

discussed it on the floor pro and con 9 and I ma.de our 

position known$) the. old see.,,saw battle = high ratio!). low 

rate - high rate 9 low ratio~ We cannot say that we have 

25 municipalities in Middlesex County.;,, we cannot say that 

even if New Brunswick is getting more than.I) say 9 another 

to·wnship = we feel that you should still keep what you 

have .. We feel that under the present setu.p 9 we have no 

choice but to.try to keep what we have. until some.thing. 

does come along where everybody is treated equal 9 beca.u13e~ as 

you stated 9 this has for years be.en s.tudie.d and studied., 

But in this case 9 as long as we ,have this Assembly No .. 9 

study bill he.re~ I favor it in the final analysis'il the 

final blow9 because certainly we are a.11 being affected by 

it .. I might say this@ Senatorb A·veteran who does not own 

a home in New Jerse.y 9 what benefit does \he get? He gets. 

nothing.. He has to own somethingQ He may get his peddler 11 s 

license; he may have other benefits~ but as a ,;-,.rho le a 

veteran who doesnqt own a house or own property)') personal or 
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otherwise .... · what benefit dqes · he get? 

SENATOR DUMONT :: .. Now, correc.t me if I'm wrong, 

but, as I,,unde.:i:-stand it,. th:i,.s exemption. ha~ always· been 

applied to . person,al. property if ycpu didn '· t own. land or 

·buildingso . Right? 

. MR ... MORRISSEY: Real and personalo 

SENATOR .. DUMON'r:: •• We 11., •. yes.. . So that everybody 

has·furniture,. or alrnost·everybody ... 

. MR., . CARLIJCC I : In New: Brunswick, we haves no 

personal.-

SE~ATOR· DUMON'l': · Right ... We left that up to 
',) 

Local Optiono That was the. one part. of Chapter 51 that 

is effective, and.a municipalbodycou],d in its.option 

. do away with that. household goods tax if i.t wanted to, 

by·resolution .. 

... CARLUCCI:: We t;1re saying, in,. other· words, 

Se.Hator, again to keep what we have and if it means .that we 

are ·.going .along ... w Lt:h the .American Legion for a maximum 

and the VFW, certainly .. I will say this, Senator, the 

Middlesex County Allied Veterans Association has not been 

. issued corporation. papers and what have you.. . This :was so 

fast that the. organization that we do have, and the 

organization·that· I.belong to and other organizations felt 

that someone had.to do something and, as I will.turn.over 

to you, L have stuck my neck out loca~ly in trying to 
I ' arouse the veterans as to the, veterans prblem 2 and .. that I 

have done, . and certainly whatever ·f lbwers may come my way 

is due to the work. of Neil Gallagher,. a reporter· on .·the 

. Home News.. I took up where he. left; off and pursued.the 
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course.;·. ·.r. am. of:f icer 0f. ~h.e '. orga!l.ization :and Ct 1'4ive 

. , acted in the· in.ter¢st. of ever:yol),e.~ 

SENATOR'DUMOlff:· <. Do$Sn't t~t 'A•sembly R.~solutiQii 
·, •. · · ·. ! . ' .·. ; i: : .1 ... :. . ; . , . . . - 1 .. • •• . . - . • 

·MR ... CARLUcc:({ '· .... '.Yes; 

·. 'SENATO~. DDMONTf .· I t~eugb~ it a:taf becatise 
. . 

pra:cti~ally eye;y resolution;:/that' comes• ·in. as$i~ us· sojne;.. < <:, 
· .. · ] .. : .. , .. ·.·, '! > .. :·. 

• I . . . 

Ma~. MORa;.ISS¢Y: Senat~r; ::i. was wond~ring if'i.;t};ita ··• . 
·- . . - '--i 

.. : ,veterans--o~g~ni~atiofr.?f:Newger~ey,,spea,ks:f~r/:t.he :v~!era~IJ • 
. · of: Princeton. Town.$hip .. ·• ···1 ·fi,TI;<i_.in Pr;ilieetpn';ro~~h.ip a,_1:a~··.•·. 

. ... . . ' ' . .• - . . . 
: .. '.·- · . 

..... z-a 1;e : of $2 .12 • s r.> the veter ~Js ()~:x;emptian. J.sn.11 . t: wo:rta lJ!ll¢11 · 
• I 

: : in that t0l'1asl'ij.p;; · :tf it wet~;. $,50 :fiat:; i- tb.eyl ~otild betiefit 
! . . 

considerably~ , I 1.thiuk it w0~14 be. more -~r l~ss ·eqtia.t:Lze~ .. ·.··· · 
~-. . . ! <. - . . .. . 

thr<>ugl.leu:t .. \the State• of ,New ,4ersey,; ·: 'f;bat .se~ms to be t'J?.e, . ·. ·· .. -~ f \, .. :,. : 
. ; MR,, ~cim . ·. tes, ,~ .. 1: l?Y t•he '~~•¥ok(On to~ ~y/ 

have, ar:eas wJie:te;, SQ'lne are· get,ti'Q.g 11 .'Say,. ;$28;9-::and•going 

, up<to' :·$SO. w()tild :~at1.·a~'/:i.~¢t~~se,f~r:·,1:l}e~.< ;O{\s.,I•st:at~;d_ . 

. here; .. i~·•·wo,odoridge~·on.·th~ l~t5o·.,r:ate', ~:t~eyW~re. 
, .alll~p· ,if-; it ;ere'.aflat ·$50 ~td: '.tllem·i.t•gs'·a'.:Ie~s .. ·. 

' :, j 

.· ·· ·. ·MOltRISS~Y: . Wel1 11t: so~l>ody J::ias',~9 tal(~'-·a··let~~i ·· 
- S,E:N4TO~ OUMO~·: i · -TheJe• ar~ :s~nte · eo~.-?,': rd.ti¥s . ·iii· -~ ' : ... 

... ·, ·• -~-: J • 
. . . ' . _:· -: . . . ,-- . . . . . : i . ' ._· .. ~. ·._. ·. - . - ·. ' . . ' .... 

New . Jeriey . -.ere: the present :t{:l*{.:eJ(:emption,. ~. wQrtb, . ()v~r ... 
. : ' .. _-.. . •. . _.· . ' · .. ,. · .. _. ·': : .··.:: _: . ,,.,_._. . . .. 

. ,. 0 • • , • • • • • •' •, . • • " ._. . • •• • ; . • j , ; . . • . • 1 :· ~- . . :• _ •• • :· ·, . . -~ • • • 

. high figtlZ"e. and :tn,Ell<C,e tllatap~li~a'bleiall'ove:r New,.Jer~ey. · 
- .. -· , ..... 

: .I said.. l>ef.ore., :ana,:t',')11.sayC::ilt ag~i~,> tkerEa tLever 1rill ;~ , .. 
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a statewide formula tqat t:i:eats everybody with complete · 
. . . 

fairness 9 an:d nobpdy iii this State is genius· enough t_; 

invent oneo 

MR., HANRAHAN: M~ pe>int was that according to 

statistics the greater number of ve:~erans are over the 

$50 benefit mark right now., An overwhelming ·numbei:- are· 

receiving more than '.$50 :i:-ight now" lt has to be studied 

along those lines = how many veterans will be ''upped'' and 

how many veterans will come down;. You will find the greater 

number of veterans will be reduced· to $50" In one town in 

Monmouth County a veteran receiyes $215 off his tax bill., 

There are only four town.s,1 or five tovms 9 in that whole 
I 

county, of Monmouth= 

SENATOR DUMONT~ D~n~t you think that at $75 .· 

there are going to be many more veterans raised over what 

the .$500 now means to themt1lan will be lowered? 

MR., HANRAHAN: , ... No 11 • sir~ Our figures indiq.ate 

it is in the. l~w se~enties right now; the average figure 

of the veterans is in the .low seventieis" 
. . 

SENATOR DUMONT.: All right'., Anything else?· 

HU T·c HINSON:: May 
' 

I congratulate you on the :_stand you have taketl on Chapter 51 .. 

I am an ass~ssor from Riverside Township in 
, 

Burlington Countyo We woµl.d go in favor of the :$50.,, pro..; I . 

vided that it takes care of the men who. e.n:µered the service 
.. 

originally fr0m :the St.ate of New Jersey o Down in South 

Jersey we have an influx' of fellows .coming over from , 

PennsylvatHa who have ali:-eady received .,.their pension)). a:nd 
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we are needing hundreds of thousands of dollars,';.9.s faz-

as.we are concerned, down there to take care of these 

fellows in .this particular instance.· Now/11 the same. thing · 

applies with reg,9.rd to.the men who have .now passed the 

age of 65 years coming over here· an.d buying prop.erty with, 

the idea of ·· getting the additiona,1 · $$00 exemp;tion .. , 

·sENATOR DUMONT: 
' 

Hµ.tchinson? 

MR.;. HUTCHINSON:: :. . .Riverside 11 · New Jersey. 
'1-'· 

MR .. HANRAFLAN: Mayr add one ~re word fz-omthe 

American Legio~.. We are thankful for al! you: have done 

for the veterans of New .;rersey.. We are an appreciative lot .. 

We th.ink the principle be~ind. the sugges-tion of SOR 15 is 

to save what we have.. · We underistand tbat, .. 

SENATOR DUMONT:· I understand., As .a matter of 
1· ' ' 

fact,, most everybody wants to be saved ha:rmless if tliat's 

possible .. 

MR.. CARLUCCI: 
.. 

, that it wa$ tb.e lQeal press that put us .oli n.otice that 
·' 

' - . ·, . . . ,I .: . . I • 

thf!re was; this hea~ingdown. .here.; otherwi~e 11 be.lieve me, 

I would.·never have heard ~t-: ·I do have a.list .of the latest 
- : . . 

people .. on the \Teterans Affairs domn:d,ttee with Senator . Boy,vkley 
i . 

·_. · - . . o. I . . . - ·. _ . __ ,_ _- ·:·· _.. ·. _ ,. · 

as the Senate .Chairman and!.Asse111'blyman McGowan who 1.s the 

Assembly Chairman. What i 1s .i;heir. feeli11.g,9n Veterans·• 

Affairs? Have they had. any- hear.lags, .etc .. ; have they h.eard 

anything? 

· SENATOR DUMONT: 

both houses and nQw awa.i.1:s· the· Govern9rns :-,signature, which 

.. is something like the Soldiers a1'ld Sailors Civil Relief Act 
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originally of the 19J+ouso This one would apply by way. of 

granting a moratorium, Of!. mortgage foreclosures 1 and closing 

in on those people who have peen called back to active duty 

in the present emergency from New Jersey 9 of whom there are 

a number of thousand at the moment in the National Guardl) 

both Army and Airi, and in the Rese.rve.o That bill is waiting 

for Governor Hughes·to sign ito It has passed both house.s 9 
. . . 

the principal sponsor of it was Senator Bowkley 9 $9 we are 
/ 

trying to be responsive to the needs of the people in this 

situation .. 

:MR o CARCULLI ·~ I read that in the Vetera11,s 

Affairs brochure.. My point isl) what have these Senators 

and Assemblymen said as far as this flat $50' is concerned? 

Have they had any opinion? 

SENATOR DUMONT~ I really donut know where most 

of them stand 9 as a matter of facts on ito The way you get 

the opinion is to discuss the legislation as a group 17 · and 

at the present time we havenrrt done that with thes~ two 

resolutions because of the fact that with anything that . 

would amend the Constitution,you have to go throu~h a 

certain procedure 11 which,. is different from an ordinary 

bill" It comes out of Committee. for the purpose of 

spreading copies upon the desks of each member of the 

Senate and the Assemblyi and then it goes back into com= 

mittee for a public hearing to be conducted., And then 9 

I think no less than 20 days after you spread the copies 

. on the desks of the members s • you can start to move the 

resolutions., Now 9 these being concurrent resolutions = 

which is true of any amendme.,nt: to the Constitution - do nqt 

require the si:gnature of the Governor to go on.the. ballot,, 
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All it.has to· do is.pass both houses. by a three-fifths 

JQcljority· rather than a simple tIU1j:rity. '. If r_ou g7t 

only a s:Lmpl~ majority, you bav;: to:, pas~ it two :,e,~rs 

.,· iii a . row in orcie.r t~ ~ut , t.h'!. qu~stiQ~ Oil; the •ballot .. 

. If you get a three.fifth'. ~jor~ty in ~he, y~ar ·you star-t · 

. the legislation. in .motio1i;,. ypu· can get the · que~ti9ns on 
·.· . ·- · .. - ... :_ . ·., . -· ---- . . . . : 

the ballot ·the· s~me.. yeaI'.'.J ·'. 1he· 'c~overnor. :does tlf>t have 

~o sim,. in order . ta submit; .1:be question !1:0 the people~ as 
',', '' ' ,'· ' ' ,, • ' ' ,' ':·_, ·,· .. ' • • . .. : 11,' ,: .- .•• ·, ', ' ·.· ' : · ' '~- ,·' • ' : ' ' • ,".' 

• _·.• ·1· ·. . ·.. . . · ... 

·_ to any constitutional amendment,, All 1.-t;: has> tq have. 

is .for the· L,e.gis.lature tJ pa,ss <it an,d th:~n th~. peopJ.e 

.·· .. ~ke the uJ..~imate decisi,.qn as to wheth~r; it-. takes effect 

o:r does not take . effect~ · • • Tllat t the difference · 
. ' . . 

.-Ma •. CARLUQ:CT: ','.that's why, this: publ1;e•.11earing·_ 
i ' i 

.SENATOR DUMONT,: .. ··. And tlul.t•s,·wiiy: 'a public J1earing · 
" ' ,, ' ·- ' ') "· " 

we want theni:, and th.at•.s. 1th.¢c: purpose .•of a pub,iie _hea~ing · . 

it~s :1s0 required 0 i~ t~e case of a bonstitutional 
. ·. ·. •• , j ,' . . 'I:; ',. ',· ~- ( 

.amendment, ,,which ·is not t~ ··of an. ordiiw.ry·•bil~o 

MR. CARLUCCI: 11. appreciate yotlr kinddes~ andi 

thank you for al.lowing_ ~,to expresitmy yiews .. · 
I ._ .. -._ •. ··.,_.. i'-- - . · .... · .. 

/ ·. ,9 • .. ' • ; • • 

SENATOR DUMONT i · Now. is . there; anything . furt.her_? .. ·• ·. . '. . .( .· .f .· 
;-'•' 

Well,,if ·not,, .~e will,d~clare·fthe hearing qlmie<i, · 

-. and. I. tha~, :you. very m~li., all of you, f~i: ce>mi~,g Jler.e -.t9day · ·. 
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-THE TOWNSHIP OF' OCEAN . . / '. ,. . , 

IN THE 
t:OUNTY. Of' MCINMOUTH 
OAKHURST, NEW ~ERSEY 

OF'.F"IOE -OP THE MAYOR 

April 10, 1962 

Senator Wayne pumont 
State House 

_Trenton, N.Jc 

Dear Senator: 

The - Township Commi_t tee of the Township 
- of Qcean, county of Monmouth. is advised that· a public 
hearing __ is to be -held on SCR. 14 and ,$CR 15 to amend 
the State Consti,tutlon to grantSeniorCitizensa _ 
stra:l.ght -monetary deducti_on up to Eighty-Pollars i ( $80. Q()) 
and to grant Veterans a,Fifty-Dollar ($50.00l deduct.i,on 
from their Municipal Ta>t bill. 

I. enclose ,~opies of a Resolution adopted 
by the Township Commi t,te~e . of the Township of Ocean on 
August 7th, 1961. We i:3-lso enclose a sarnp;I.ing of taxes 
in Munic.ipalities in Monmouth county which show that 

-under_ the existing law the Veterans -~:Pd -Senior Citizens_ · 
Exernptionhaye been seri<;>uslyeffected. 

We feel -that: the proposed amendments are 
,I)rofitj:l.ble and equitable and we wish to voice our str9ng 
favor in the proposed changes • 
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·, 
lf.ir. Gillespie offers the following resolution and moves its 
adoption: 

,R E .§. .Q ··J!. 't .! .Q .£! 

WHEREAS, Chapter 51 of Laws of 1960 of. the state of Liew 

Jersey provide that each county aoard of •raxation shall establish 

the percentage level of taxable value of real property in.such 

county1 and 

WHEREAS, the var;Lous county Boa:a:-ds of Taxation have es--

t:nbli..shed different percentages for their respective count.iest 

and 

WHEREAS, this creates an inequitable situation to the 

detriment of those entitled to a vete1:ans exemption 

sepior citizen exemption. 

NOW, THER~FO~E, BE. lT .RESOLVED by the •township 

of the Township of Ocean·, in the couhty of Monmouth tha.t the 

Township of ocean recommends· that .Chapter 51 Laws 

amended so that ..• tbeVeterans Exemption and Senior Citizen 

Exemptio11be sum certain so that ari equitable situation exist 

thru-out the state. 

FuI"ther Resolved that ¢pp:Les 10£this.resolution be 

forwarded to the senator and Assen\blymen of the County of Mon-

mouth · and to each municipality, in tl'le county of ?vionmoqth. 

ROLt CALL.; Garrity, 
·yes 

crosta, 
yes 

Dangler,·· <Gillespie 1 

: res yes. 

CER'rIFICATION 
I 

Reilly 
yea 

I hereby certify the above tobe a true copy of· 
a resolution adopted by the Township committee 
of the •rownship 6£ ocean at a regular meeting 
l'leld August 7, 1961. · 
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TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

JAMES J. GARRITY 
MAYOR 

WESTON L. DANGLER 

FORREST L GILLESPIE 

DONALD V. CROSTA 

JOHN J. REILLY 

Dear 

THE T'OWNSHIP OF OCEAN 
IN THE 

COUNTY OF MONMOUTH 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

OAKHURST., N. J. 

LOIS M. MANSFIELD, TOWNSHIP CLERK 

TELEPHONE KE 1-0844 

I enclose herewith a copy of a Res9lution adopted by our 
Governing Body on August 7, J.961. 

( 

I have been authorized by the Township Committee to send 
a copy of this Resolution to each Mayor and Governi,ng Body in Mon-
mouth County and ask that they also adopt such a resol,ution. 

Wee feel that assessments should be equalized ant::l uniform 
thruout t,he state. 

General Samplings taken in Monmouth County towns and 
nmnicipalities show the following Tax l9ss as to Veterans Exemption1=1 
and Senior Citizens Exemptions in the year-1962: 

% Rate of Town or 
Ass'mt 1961 Municipality 

Tax year 

Actual Exempt• n \ Exemption to · b. e 
Granted .in Granted in 1962 

1961 . as per 100°/aAss 'mt 

20°/a 

20% 

30% 

25% 

Red Bank: 
senior Citizen 
Veterans Exempt 

Township of Ocean: 

$115.20 
72.20 

Senior Citizen $112.00 
Veter?ln Exempt 68.00 

New Shrewsbury: 
Senior Citizen 
Veteran Exempt 

Long Branch: 
Senior Citizen 
veteran Exempt 

$ 98.39 
61.49 

$ 95.70 
59.82 

$23.00 
15.00 

$22.00 
18.00 

$29.52 
18.45 

$24.00 
15 .oo 

1962 
increase· 
tax. 

$92.20 
57.20 

$90.00 
so.oo 

$68 .a1· 
43.04 

$7-1- 70, 
44.82, 

The above figures were estimated and were figured as close 
as possible. The figures are actual Tax. 

Very truly yours., .· 
I; I 

/ 
_I 

Lois M. Mansfield, Township Clerk 
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