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STATE OF NEW JERSEY

GOVERNOR PHIL MURPHY

ICYMI: MURPHY ADMINISTRATION REVERSES CHRISTIE-ERA STANDARDS ON SEPTIC

DENSITY, PROTECTING WATER QUALITY IN THE NEW JERSEY HIGHLANDS

TRENTON – The Department of Environmental Protection is reversing Governor Chris Christie-era rules on septic density in the Highlands Region,
consistent with Concurrent Resolutions passed by the New Jersey Legislature in 2018.  
 
The DEP is committed to carrying out the intent of the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act, and to using the best available science to establish new
septic density standards at a level that prevents the degradation of water quality, requires the restoration of water quality and protects ecological uses. 
 
The septic density rules will now reflect the standards in place prior to Christie-era amendments, once again limiting forested lots to one septic system per
88 acres and non-forested lots to one septic system per 25 acres. 
 
“The Highlands Region is a vital source of drinking water for more than half of New Jersey’s families,” said DEP Commissioner Catherine R. McCabe, “and
protecting New Jersey’s water is a key priority for DEP.” 
 
The Highlands is home to a wealth of natural resources, including waterbodies that supply drinking water to 70 percent of the state’s population.
Development within the Highlands Preservation Area is governed by, among other things, septic density standards that restrict the amount of development
by limiting the number of septic systems permitted in a given land area. These standards were weakened by the Christie Administration in 2017, paving the
way for more development that could threaten precious natural resources. 
 
The DEP has filed a Notice of Administrative Change to properly inform the regulated community and the public of the rules now in effect. The DEP can now
apply a protective standard while further evaluating the data and reconsidering what septic density standards are most appropriate, based on the law and
sound science. A new rule would be subject to public notice and comment. 
 
For a copy of the Notice of Administrative Change, visit https://nj.gov/dep/docs/highlands_septic_system_density.pdf
(https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__t.e2ma.net_click_jcrm1_nrddit_jw6z9f&d=DwMFaQ&c=4BTEw-
1msHjOY4ITcFLmDM6JB8x6ZgbU2J24IH0HZLU&r=xF3DPDNEH8rwpTwktOjb4MHQ0EgF6v3M0zt3hszQvyU&m=FAWZuKefEJ02QMzHP1ypDjZSNtxw0wCc-
M8a_KaJYGE&s=HuRVC_KsEnUTVX2LIsDG4X7QeogBI9Xu225Kt2_5nKw&e=) 
 
For more information on the Highlands, visit www.nj.gov/dep/landuse/highlands.html (https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-
3A__t.e2ma.net_click_jcrm1_nrddit_zo7z9f&d=DwMFaQ&c=4BTEw-
1msHjOY4ITcFLmDM6JB8x6ZgbU2J24IH0HZLU&r=xF3DPDNEH8rwpTwktOjb4MHQ0EgF6v3M0zt3hszQvyU&m=FAWZuKefEJ02QMzHP1ypDjZSNtxw0wCc-
M8a_KaJYGE&s=wQI0-tBB3S_2sAyIvzmmhcaNiakGvFJ-z5ScTRshkhM&e=) 
 
Follow the DEP on Twitter @DEP

 

Select Language  Powered by Translate (https://translate.google.com) Translator Disclaimer (/governor/disclaimer.shtml)

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy (/governor/admin/about/)

Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver (/governor/admin/lt/)

First Lady Tammy Snyder Murphy (/governor/admin/fl/)

Cabinet (/governor/admin/cabinet/)

Boards, Commissions & Authorities (/governor/admin/bca/)

Internship Opportunities (/governor/admin/internship.shtml)

Governor’s Residence - Drumthwacket (http://drumthwacket.org/)

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__t.e2ma.net_click_jcrm1_nrddit_jw6z9f&d=DwMFaQ&c=4BTEw-1msHjOY4ITcFLmDM6JB8x6ZgbU2J24IH0HZLU&r=xF3DPDNEH8rwpTwktOjb4MHQ0EgF6v3M0zt3hszQvyU&m=FAWZuKefEJ02QMzHP1ypDjZSNtxw0wCc-M8a_KaJYGE&s=HuRVC_KsEnUTVX2LIsDG4X7QeogBI9Xu225Kt2_5nKw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__t.e2ma.net_click_jcrm1_nrddit_zo7z9f&d=DwMFaQ&c=4BTEw-1msHjOY4ITcFLmDM6JB8x6ZgbU2J24IH0HZLU&r=xF3DPDNEH8rwpTwktOjb4MHQ0EgF6v3M0zt3hszQvyU&m=FAWZuKefEJ02QMzHP1ypDjZSNtxw0wCc-M8a_KaJYGE&s=wQI0-tBB3S_2sAyIvzmmhcaNiakGvFJ-z5ScTRshkhM&e=
https://translate.google.com/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/disclaimer.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/governor/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
http://drumthwacket.org/


1/9/2019 Office of the Governor | ICYMI: Murphy Administration Reverses Christie-era Standards on Septic Density, Protecting Water Quality in the …

https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562018/approved/20181207b.shtml 2/2

Key Initiatives

News & Events

Economy & Jobs (/governor/initiatives/#Economy)

Education (/governor/initiatives/#Education)

Environment (/governor/initiatives/#Environment)

Health (/governor/initiatives/#Health)

Law & Justice (/governor/initiatives/#Justice)

Transportation (/governor/initiatives/#Transportation)

Press Releases (/governor/news/news/562019/approved/news_archive.shtml)

Public Addresses (/governor/news/addresses/)

Executive Orders (//nj.gov/infobank/eo/)

Statements on Legislation (/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)

Administration Reports (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)

Transition Reports (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)

Press Kits (/governor/news/press/)

Social

Contact Us

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/)

Twitter (https://twitter.com/GovMurphy)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/)

Snapchat (https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice)

Scheduling Requests (/governor/contact/scheduling/)

Contact Us (/governor/contact/all/)

Statewide

NJ Home (//www.nj.gov)

Services A to Z (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html)

Departments/Agencies (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/)

FAQs (//www.nj.gov/faqs/)

Contact Us (//www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html)

Privacy Notice (//www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html)

Legal Statement & Disclaimers (//www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

Accessibility Statement (//www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html)

 (//nj.gov/opra/)   (//nj.gov/transparency/)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2018  
Office of Governor PO Box 001  

Trenton, NJ 08625  
609-292-6000  

(https://tech.nj.gov/)

https://www.nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://www.nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://www.nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://www.nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://www.nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://www.nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/addresses/
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/press/
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://www.nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://nj.gov/transparency/
https://tech.nj.gov/

