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Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Signs Executive Order
Facilitating and Expanding Pro Bono Legal
Representation for the State

TRENTON – Governor Phil Murphy today signed Executive Order No. 304, which will facilitate and expand pro bono
legal representation for the State, saving taxpayer money. 

The Order will also make the State’s outside counsel procurement process consistent with the State’s overall
contract procurement process. The Order retains the prohibition on simultaneous provision of pro bono and
compensated legal services during the pro bono retention and a six-month “cooling off” period following the
conclusion of the pro bono retention, so as to avoid any risk or appearance of outside counsel using a pro bono
contract to obtain a contract for paid services from the State.

“Today’s executive order will clarify, facilitate, and expand pro bono legal representation for the State as well as the
counsel procurement process,” said Governor Murphy. “Through signing this executive order, we will save taxpayer
money while ensuring the best representation for the State.”

Executive Order No. 304 states that any Executive Branch department, agency, authority, or independent State
authority that is authorized to retain outside counsel may do so on a pro bono basis, using existing applicable
procedures for retention of outside counsel.

To prevent the appearance of impropriety, any outside counsel providing legal services on a pro bono basis to the
State is disqualified from providing legal services to the State for remuneration throughout the duration of that pro
bono representation and for a period of six months thereafter.

The rules governing conflicts of interest that are provided in the Attorney General’s May 15, 2019 letter to the
Governor’s Chief Counsel, “Identifying Government Clients for Purposes of Conflicts of Interest
(https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/vxnvyh/7ys5259b/z8qodz__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!IRihV5KdaRSu8JzRYFl5WCUptvSIDp7pnwoY3RsVUHW4bIrn7R0rrKlqSeSB80LHezbfk
apply to any outside counsel working on a pro bono basis for the State.

For a copy of Executive Order No. 304, click here (https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-304.pdf).
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