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GARDEN STATE MTS CENTER FACTS SHEET· 

. I. 

The New J~raey Highway Authority wil;t buil<l and ope_rate th~ Garden State 
·Arte Center. 'n)e a+te is at the Authority's own Telegraph Hill Park in 
Holmdel Township, MonmQuth County, along 1;;he Qarden State Parkway ~hioh 
it oper,tes as a toll road. 

The Author:l,ty p.a,s qornmisa;toned internationally ... famous architect Edward 
Durell Stone t9 design the maater plan for the unique superhighway 
roade1de cultural facility. Mr.·stqne expect$ to have his master plan 
for ~he Center c.ompleted on or al;>out J\lhe lst., wt tl;l construction to 
start later t;h:1,f:f ye~r. i 

I. 1· 
'l1he Arts C~nter is to enCOJ\lPSrSS. an ~phit;heat1er, playhouse, historical. 
mall, botani'Qal gardens,_ nature trails, art ~alle;ries and food facilities. 
A first phaae of theproJect is pl~nned for completion by the Summer of 
1966, incluC\U.pg the baeio amph~theater structure and essential utilities, 

· par~ing • areas · and. landsc.~ping, ·· 

Governor Richard J. }i:ughee dlsc+osed·plarisfor the Center in his annual 
mes.sage to the Legislature on Januacy ~~th, saying it nwill rival any 
simi1a:r :('aotlit;y :!;n this couritcylf.. . · . . . . .. 

. . . . . ' . : ,. . . : . . . . . ·. \: . . . : 

The Center p;rograms Will lqe geared to p;r;-esent tllUsic of all types-... · · · · 
sympnonic, pop$, jazz,· opera.,' b~nd, fife & drum,·. etc~ ...... as well. as._ drama., · 
dance~ and a.rt in all ather fo;-m~ .. Both 8Jjlateur and J)rofessional 
performances lf:1,11 be a1rang~p, with a,dm:f,saionf charged for some, of the 
events~ Spec1-a1 ~;roe;ra.rns for schQol oh:1,ldren are planned. · . • .. · 

A reatur~ or the O~nter with its ~nique outdoorij character and natural 
assets w,tll be musical presijntations under· the stars in summer months·· 
permitting accomrnc;,datiqn for thousandev on the grassy slopes of the area. 

Events will 'be· scheduled fo:r pe:riods when Parkway traffic is normally at . 
much b_elQw ca.,aci ty, · thu·s drawing g;reatie:,r- · use of the_ toll road during · · 

. off_-hours a,nq avQicling cqnflict with peak volumes. · . · · · .. · 
' '. .• . .· . . . . 

Teleg:rapp Hill Park already has an inte;rmal ·network of paved roads 
ar.tord:.1,.ng accesi;s from· either the .. northbound or southbound x-oadwa.y of 
.the· Parklr,ay to any facil:l.'t:i,es there, which presently include picnic· 
areas a.nd a: $Cen1Q overlook for panoramic views or Raritan ;say, the 
19werNewYork skylin~ a.nd aurrounding countryside. These existing 
fa.cili t~es will be. 'blended in· wi tt>, ti-ie A:rts Cemter. 

The site·Qn theParkw~y i~ a oonven;tently central point for travel from, 
much Qf New. Je:vsey. It .is some 30 miles south• of Newark; some 35 miles · .. · 

· north. c;,f 'J;1orn, Ri v~r and the ga.teway to the ,l:n,1.rgeoning southlapds of. New 
Jersey; and less than 50 miles ea.st 9f Tr~nton,- the Capital. · , .• 

, . ' . ' . ' > . . . . . . . . . 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH ()F EDWARD 'DURELL STONE . . 

Edward Dtir~ll Stone, who will des:l.gn the. master plan f'~r the. Garden Stat,• 
Arts. Center at Tel,egra.ph Hill Pa.:rk on the Garden State ParkWay, stands . 

·. high in his field o;f' architecture. He has been called vax-iously ''one of. 
the most. ltnpoi-tant architects of our time", ''one of our century's ·greate1tt'f:" 
"genius!'; anq .••• Tirn.e Magazine,. :f,.n a cover i:,tory featuring· Mr:. Stone's · · ·· 
"Worlc, ·said: .· · · ' •· · 

11 Ed;ward Durell. Stone.· was a pioneer modernfst,, undoubtedly the 
prqfessio11 1 s .freest spir+t and by general consensus the most 
versatile designer· of his generation~ 11 1 ·. ·. · .. · · · ·· · . · .• · . 

Born in Fayetteyille, ,Arkansas, on March 9, 1902, Mr. Stone :wa.s educated 
at· the: University. of Arkansas;.· Harvard. and M. I.T. Architecturalc: Schools. 
In 1927,. he won the Rotch Traveling Scholarship for· two years t arohi,tectural 
study .in Europe. Upon his return, he worked as a: designer :f'or several· 
prominent New· York firms on such projects as. Rockefeller• Cente-r -and The · 

· · W'aldorf-Astoria Hotel. He was chief designer of Radio. City· Mµsic Hall.. . · · 
• • ,,• 0 0 • ,,,,•: • • • ,P•• • 0 ,• 

. His identity as a: verf,!la.tlle designer was firmly est~blisl,-led :1n the 1930 Is 
by such buildings as··New York's Museum of' ·Moderri Art and the Conger Goodyear House. . . . . . . .·. , .. . . ··. 

His international fame .as an ·architect has come f,rom su~h work.s a.a the . •. 
·· El Panama Hotel in Panama. City (its cantilevered balcony became a style~ 
. setter .for resort hotels from Hawaii to Istanbul); ··.th,e American Pavilion 
at the 1958 Brussels World's Fa;t.:r ·(awarded several goJ,d -medals); and .the . 

· United States Embassy in New Delhi, India (widely hailed as a landmark ·. ·. 
;t.11 _ government buildings). · · .· · .· · .· •. ••·... · . 

'. . . . . ·. · .. '' . :· ; ' 

More recently., he designed the John F. Kennedy Center. for. the Performing 
Arts ·1n Washington, D.C., a national cultural ·centerfor which President 
Johnson broke ground on Deceml;)er 2, 1964. · ' · 

He has also designed a larg~ number of residences.--from sm~ll h~uses .t~ 
.. immense estates; the. Yardley plant·· in Totowa,·. N~J.; >tbe· __ Huntington .. 
Hartford·Gallery of.Modern Art in New York; the•headquarters> for the 
National Geographic Society in Wa,shington; the National Football Hall of. 
Fame _in New Brunswick, N.J~; several buildings at the current N.Y •. World's 
Fair, including the Christian Science and Billy.QrahamPaviTions; ·a 
Mosque. and a. new .Atomic Institute in . Pak:Lstan;. and hi.a largest ,project, . ·; 

· a complex of buildings to form an entirely new campus .. for the State 
University of New York in Albany. · · · · ··· · · 

. . 

, Aside from. pract:tcing architecture, . Mr. Stone is an author, lectu~E!r and, .. 
professor of f'ine a:rts. His autobiography:, The Evolution of An Architect, 

·was.· recently published by .Horizon Press·. His present· firm bearing. his . name, 
with offices at 7 East 67 St:reet in New York City, was organized in 1936 .. 
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BACKGROUND SKETCH OF TELEGRAPH HILL PARK 

III. 

Telegraph Hill Park, site of the projected Garden State Arts Center, is 
the name given to the rolling, picturesque area stretching·across both 
sides of the north-south Ga;t'den State Parkway_around Milepost 116 in 
Holmdel Township, Monmouth Coupty. · The narne practically came with the 
acquisition of the area land by the New Jersey Highway Authority as part 
of.the Pe,rkway right-of-way, It was bought then ,fon the Parkway motoring 
publ,ic's recreation and rest with future development in mind. 

The Authority, created by the Legislature in 1952to complete and operate 
the Parkway as a toll road, has from the outset informally called the· 
whole area Telegraph Hill for easy.identification. Historians said that· 
name applied actually t<;> the east side only. The west side was supposed 
to. hav~ been known as Crawfords Hill. The Center's basic site is on the 
ea~t side. 

Park was formally added to the name in 1957 wheq the Authority dedicated 
the expansive poadside area to "lovers of history, nature and good old-
fashioned picnics" after improving and providing additional public facili-
ties there. Improvements included a network of pa,ved roads through the · 

· Park, a picnic grave, parking area, rustic trail and a scenic overlook 
enclosure. · 

'l1elegraph Hill Park tsa high elevation area abounding in a great variety 
of trees and shrubs, including Dogwood, White and Red Pine, Pear., Spice 
];3ush, and native Azalea. It encompasses some 350 acres with principal 
public features on the'east aide where the scenic overlook, picnic grove, 
and special parking a.re~ have been provided. 

·The scenic overlook point is some 280 feet above sea level. On clear days 
it aff'ords views of .:Raritan Bay, the lower New York City.skyline, Staten 
Island, the big, new Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, and the surrounding 
countryside of Monmouth County. 

• Telegraph ~111 is historically significant as an Indian amoke-..aignal point. 
Historians have said it later w~s a.Revolutionary War site or a beacon 
that relayed warnings to Alllerican militia watching the actions of the 
British then encamped in New York City. Still later, they said, Semaphore 
signals were sent from ther~ to give New York shipping merchants news of 
the arrival of sailing vessels within Sa.ndy Hook, which the Hill overlooks. 

A Parkway State Police Station and Maintenance District Building are 
located off by themselves on the west side of the Park area, where there 
are also picnic tables., drinking fountain, and sanitary facilities for the 
public. At one time, the west s:1,de was the proposed site of the Authority's 
permanent Administration Bµil<ling. But it. was abandoned as such because 
public utilities were not easily available there at that time several years 
~go. 
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FROM: Milt Levy 
Director of Public Relations 
New Jersey Highway Authority 
Executive Office 
Woodbridge, New Jersey 
Phone : 442-8600 

ARCHITECT 

Edward Durell Stone, international noted architect, who 

has been named for the Garden State Arts Center at 

Telegraph Hill Park, New Jersey . 



FROM: Milt Levy 
Director of Public Relations 
New Jersey Highway Authority 
Executive Office 
Woodbridge, New Jersey 
Phone : 442-8600 

Aerial View of Telegraph Hill 

This wide-angle aerial photo focuses on the basic site 

of the projected Garden State Arts Center at Telegraph 

Hill Park on the Garden State Parkway. The view looks 

west across the Parkway's main north-south roadways 

with the proposed hub of the Arts Center area shown 

in the foreground. 



FROM : Milt Levy 
Director of Public Relations 
New Jersey Highway Authority 
Executive Office 
Woodbridge, New Jersey 
Phone : 442-8600 

Arts Center Sketch 

The New Jersey Highway Authority's preliminary staff 

concept of the projected Garden State Arts Center is 

shown in this artistic sketch of the Telegraph Hill 

Park site on the Garden State Parkway, Internationally-

famous architect Edward Durrell Stone has been 

commissioned by the Authority to design the actual 

Center . 



FROM : Milt Levy 
Director of Public Relations 
New Jersey Highway Authority 
Executive Off ice 
Woodbridge , New Jers ey 
Phone : 442-8600 

View Thru The Tel egraph llill Tree s 

The richness of nature at the Te l egraph Hill Park 

site of the proj ected Garden State Arts Cente r is 

ind i cated by this view from the scenic overlook 

pre s entl y the r e . You're looking north through a 

wooded area onto the main roadways of the Garden 

State Parkway, 
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FROM: Milt Levy 
Director of Public Relations 
New Jersey Highway Authority 
Executive Office 
Woodbridge, New Jersey 
Phone : 442-8600 

n 

aside Heights 

iver 

egat 

nahawkin 
1/ ckerton 

II 

Map of New Jersey 

The site of the projected Garden State Arts Center at 

Telegraph Hill Park on the Garden State Parkway is in 

Holmdel Township, Monmouth County, centrally located 

in New Jersey to its developed areas . The locale is 

some 30 miles south of Newark and the vast northern 

metropolitan area; some 35 miles north of Toms River 

and the gateway to the burgeoning southlands of New 

Jersey; less than 50 miles east of Trenton, the 

Capital; and conveniently located on the route to Red 

Bank-Long Branch-Asbury Park and all Jersey shore areas . 


