EXECUTIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE

13:18-2.1

SUBCHAPTER 2. INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION
PLAN

13:18-2.1 Definitions

The following words and terms, when used in this sub-
chapter, have the following meanings unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise.

“Allocated vehicle” means a vehicle to which a particular
jurisdiction’s base registration plate or apportioned registra-
tion plate is attached upon payment of the jurisdiction’s full
base registration fee. A portion of each fleet of one-way
vehicles is “allocated” to each jurisdiction into or through
which the fleet travels. (Each vehicle of the fleet need not
enter every jurisdiction.)

“Apportioned fleet” means one or more vehicles identified
as a fleet (except recreational vehicles, vehicles displaying
restricted plates, city pick-up and delivery vehicles, buses
used in transportation of chartered parties, and government-
owned vehicles) used in two or more member jurisdictions
that allocate or apportionally register vehicles used for the
transportation of persons for-hire or designed, used or
maintained primarily for the transportation of property, and
each vehicle: is a power unit having a gross vehicle weight in
excess of 26,000 pounds; or is a power unit having three or
more axles, regardless of weight; or is used in combination
when the weight of such combination exceeds 26,000 pounds
gross weight. Vehicles or combinations thereof having a
gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less and two-axle
vehicles may be apportionally registered at the option of the
registrant.

“Apportioned vehicle” means any vehicle used or intended
for use in two or more member jurisdictions that register
vehicles, which is designed, used, or maintained for transpor-
tation of persons for hire, or is designed, used, or maintained
for transportation of property, having a declared gross weight
in excess of 26,000 pounds, or has three or more axles
regardless of weight, or is used in combination when the
gross vehicle weight of such combination exceeds 26,000
pounds, except that recreational vehicles, vehicles displaying
restricted plates, city pick-up and delivery vehicles, buses
used in transportation of chartered parties, and government-
owned vehicles are not apportioned vehicles.

“Base jurisdiction” means, for the purpose of fleet
registration, the jurisdiction where the registrant has an
established place of business, where mileage is accrued by the
fleet vehicles and where operational records for the vehicles
are maintained or can be made available.

“Base jurisdiction of rental vehicle” means the jurisdiction
in or from which the rental vehicle is most frequently dis-
patched, garaged, serviced, maintained, operated or otherwise
controlled, where the registrant has an established place of
business. where mileage is accrued by the fleet and where
operational records of such fleet are maintained or can be
made available.
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“Base plate” means the apportioned license plate issued by
the base jurisdiction.

“Bus” means, for the purpose of apportionment, a motor
vehicle designed to carry more than 10 passengers and used
for the transportation of persons.

“Cab card” means a registration card issued by the base
jurisdiction for a vehicle of an apportioned fleet which
identifies the vehicle, base plate, registered weight by juris-
diction and the jurisdictions where a vehicle is apportionally
registered.

“Carrier” means an individual, partnership or corporation
engaged in the transportation of goods or persons.

“Chartered party” means a group of persons who, pursuant
to a common purpose and under a single contract, have
acquired the exclusive use of a vehicle to travel together as a

group.

“Chief Administrator” means the Chief Administrator of
the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission.

“Combined gross vehicle weight” means the total unladen
weight of a combination of vehicles plus the weight of the
load carried.

“Established place of business” means a physical structure
owned, leased or rented by a fleet registrant, within the
boundaries of a base jurisdiction, designated by a street
number or road location, open during normal business hours,
with a person conducting fleet business and an operable
telephone listed to the registrant.

“Fleet” means one or more apportioned vehicles.

“Gross vehicle weight” means the combined weight of a
vehicle and a load thereon.

“Household goods carrier” means a carrier (including
owners, lessors/lessees and service representatives) handling:

1. Personal effects and property used or to be used in a
dwelling;

2. Fumniture, fixtures, equipment, and the property of
stores, offices, museums, institutions, hospitals or other
establishments, where a part of the stock, equipment, or
supply of such stores, offices, museums, institutions, in-
cluding objects of art, displays and exhibits which because
of their unusual nature or value require the specialized
handling and equipment usually employed in moving
household goods.

“In-jurisdiction miles” means the total number of miles
operated by a fleet of apportioned vehicles in a jurisdiction
during the preceding year. Mileage of New Jersey-registered
vehicles accrued in jurisdictions that are not member

Jjurisdictions shall be counted as in-jurisdiction miles operated

in New Jersey.
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“International Registration Plan” (“IRP”) means a regis-
tration reciprocity agreement among the signatory states of
the United States and provinces of Canada providing for the
payment of registration fees on the basis of fleet miles
operated in each jurisdiction.

“Interstate operations” means apportioned vehicle move-
ment between or through two or more jurisdictions.

“IVMR” means the Individual Vehicle Mileage Record
which is the original record generated in the course of actual
vehicle operation and used as a source document to verify the
registrant’s application for accuracy.

“Jurisdiction” means a state, territory or possession of the
United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico or a state, province or territory of another
country.

“Lease” means a written document vesting exclusive pos-
session and control of the operation of an apportioned vehicle
to a lessee for a specific period of time.

“Lessee” means a person or entity to whom or which a
lease is conveyed.

“Lessor” means a person or entity granting a lease.

“Member jurisdiction” means a jurisdiction which is a
party to the International Registration Plan.

“Motor carrier audit” means a physical examination of a
motor carrier’s operational records including source docu-
mentation to verify fleet mileage and accuracy of the carrier’s
recordkeeping system.

“Motor Vehicle Commission” or “Commission” means the
New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission established by
section 4 of P.L.. 2003, c.13 (N.J.S.A. 39:2A-4).

“Negotiable title” means a title issued by a jurisdiction that
documents ownership of a vehicle which can be used to
transfer ownership.

“One-way vehicle” means a vehicle having a declared
gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less rented for a
specified period of time and travelling from one jurisdiction
to another.

“Operational records” mean documents supporting miles
traveled in each jurisdiction and total miles traveled, such as,
but not limited to, fuel reports, trip sheets, and logs.

“Owner” means a person or entity holding the negotiable
title to a vehicle or in whom the legal right of possession or
control is vested.

“Owner-operated” means an equipment lessor who leases
his vehicular equipment with driver to a carrier.

“Preceding year” means the period of 12 consecutive
months immediately prior to July 1 of the year preceding the
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commencement of the registration year for which apportioned
registration is sought.

“Reciprocity” means that an apportioned vehicle registered
in New Jersey shall be exempt from further registration
requirements by any other member jurisdiction(s).

“Reciprocity agreement” means the agreement, arrange-
ment or understanding governing the reciprocal grant of
rights and privileges to vehicles that are based in and properly
registered under the applicable laws of the jurisdictions that
are parties to the International Registration Plan.

“Recreational vehicle” means a vehicle commonly known
as a “camper,” “housetrailer,” “motor home” or “mobile
home” used for personal pleasure or travel but not for
business activity.

“Registrant” means a person or entity in whose name a
vehicle or fleet of vehicles is registered.

“Registration year” means the 12-month period during
which the registration plates issued by the base jurisdiction
are valid according to the laws of the base jurisdiction.

“Rental fleet” means five or more vehicles which are
rented or offered for rental to a lessee/carrier, with or without
drivers, and which are designated by a rental owner as a
rental fleet.

“Rental owner” means, with respect to one or more rental
fleets, an owner principally engaged in renting the vehicles of
such fleets, with or without drivers.

“Rental transaction” means that a rental of a vehicle shall
be deemed to have occurred in the jurisdiction where such
vehicle first comes into the possession of the user.

“Rental vehicle” means a vehicle of a rental fleet.

“Renting” means the giving of possession and control of a
vehicle for valuable consideration for a specified time period.

“Service representative” means one who furnishes facilities
and services including sales, warehousing, motorized equip-
ment and drivers under contract or other arrangement to a
carrier for the transportation of property by a household
goods carrier.

“Total distance” means the total number of miles or
kilometers operated by fleet of apportioned vehicles in all
jurisdictions during the preceding year. For purposes of bus
apportionment, total distance shall be calculated as provided
in N.J.A.C. 13:18-2.19. For purposes of reduced operations,
total distance shall be reduced by actual miles or kilometers
traveled in the eliminated jurisdictions. When a jurisdiction
needs to be added back during the registration year, the
carrier shall use as a minimum the number of miles or
kilometers traveled in that state in the preceding year; the
original application percentages that were established shall
not reflect these changes.
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“Total fleet miles” means the total mileage generated by
any apportioned vehicle during the mileage reporting period
preceding the year for which registration is sought.

“Total miles” means the total number of miles accumulated
in all jurisdictions during the preceding year by all vehicles of
a fleet while they were part of the flect. Mileage accumulated
by a fleet that did not engage in interstate operations shall not
be included in total miles.

“Trip permit” means a permit issued by a jurisdiction in
lieu of a regular registration for reciprocity.

“Unladen vehicle” means a vehicle fully equipped for
service excluding the weight of any load.

Amended by R.2000 d.174. effective May 1. 2000.
Sec: 32 N.J.R. 256(a), 32 N.J.R. 1517(a).

Rewrotc the introductory paragraph.
Amended by R.2005 d.359, effective November 7, 20035.
Sce: 37 N.J.R. 1484(a), 37 N.J.R. 4299(a).

Added definitions “Chief Administrator™ and “Motor Vchicle
Commission™; deleted definitions “Division™ and “Pool fleet™.
Amended by R.2011 d.106. effective April 4. 2011.
See: 42 N.J.R. 2309(a), 43 N.J.R. 882(a).

Substituted definition “Houschold goods carriecr™ for definition
“Houschold good carriers™ and in the introductory paragraph of
definition “Houschold goods carrier™, inscrted a™.

13:18-2.2 Exempt vehicles

(a) The following vehicles are exempt from the provisions
of this subchapter:

1. Vehicles affected under separate reciprocity agree-
ments that are not superseded by the IRP;

2. Any recreational vehicle as defined in N.J.A.C.
13:18-2.1;

3. Any vehicle that displays a restricted plate as
defined by Title 39 of the Revised Statutes;

4. Any bus used in the transportation of chartered
parties;

5. Any government-owned (imunicipal, county, state or
Federal) vehicle; and

6. Any city pick-up/delivery vehicle.
Amended by R.2000 d.174. effective May 1. 2000.
See: 32 N.J.R. 256(a), 32 N.J.R. 1517(a).

13:18-2.3 Filing application for IRP registration

(a) Any owner of one or more apportioned vehicles, titled
in New Jersey and engaged in interstate operations, shall
register the vehicle(s) by filing an apportioned vehicle regis-
tration application with the Motor Vehicle Commission. The
application shall contain the following information pertinent
to vehicle registration for each apportioned vehicle:

1. The license plate number;

2. The vehicle identification number;

3. The vehicle make, model, type, and gross vehicle
weight;

4. The name, street address, city, and zip code of the
registrant (and owner if different from the registrant);

5. A listing of all member jurisdictions in which
registration is desired and such other information as those
member jurisdictions require; and

6. A mileage schedule, including gross vehicle weight,
for miles accrued in all jurisdictions during the preceding
year. If no operations were conducted for a fleet during the
preceding year, the applicant shall attach to the application
a statement describing the method of operation and esti-
mates of annual mileage in each applicable jurisdiction.

Amended by R.2005 d.359, cffective November 7, 2005.
See: 37 N.J.R. 1484(a), 37 N.J.R. 4299(a).

In the introductory paragraph of (a), substituted “Motor Vchicle
Commission™ for “Division™.

13:18-2.4 Mileage and registration fee calculation

(a) Based upon the application, the Motor Vehicle Com-
mission shall determine the in-jurisdiction miles and the total
miles to be used in computing the apportioned registration fee
for the fleet vehicle(s) as follows:

1. Divide each state’s in-jurisdiction miles by the total
miles generated during the preceding year;

2. Determine the total fees required under the laws of
each jurisdiction for registration of each vehicle;

3. Multiply the sum obtained under (a)2 above by the
quotient obtained under (a)1 above;

4. 1If the applicant is estimating operation in a juris-
diction for a second or subsequent year, the registrant shall
pay a mileage percentage that is in excess of the 100
percent registration miles and fees for that jurisdiction(s);

5. Ifthe registrant adds a vehicle after the beginning of
the registration year, the mileage percentage used in the
original application for the fleet shall be used to calculate
the regular registration fees due with respect to such ve-
hicle(s);

6. If the applicant adds a jurisdiction(s) in which no
miles were accrued during the previous reporting period,
the mileage percentage shall be calculated as follows:

i.  The estimated miles for the added jurisdiction(s)
shall be added to the applicant’s total fleet miles;

ii. The estimated miles for the added jurisdiction(s)
shall be divided by the sum obtained in (a)6i above to
obtain the mileage percentage for the added jurisdiction;

7. [If the applicant for an additional jurisdiction accrued
miles in such jurisdiction during the preceding year, the
calculation for mileage percentage(s) shall be the same as
(a)6 above, except that the estimated mileage for the added
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jurisdiction shall be equal to or greater than the actual
mileage accrued in the preceding year;

8. If an applicant has withdrawn a vehicle from an
apportioned fleet and is replacing that vehicle with one that
is of the same weight class/category and all jurisdictions
are the same, a transfer of plates shall be permitted upon
application to the Commission. When a replacement ve-
hicle is of a greater weight category, the mileage per-
centage shall be calculated pursuant to this subsection;

9. The applicant shall furnish accurate mileage and
weight information. The Commission may adjust a mileage
estimate if not satisfied with its accuracy, and may deny
registration for vehicles when the registration weight
requested does not reflect standard operating practices.

Amended by R.2005 d.359, effective November 7, 2005.
See: 37 N.J.R. 1484(a), 37 N.J.R. 4299(a).

In the introductory paragraph of (a), substituted “Motor Vehicle
Commission” for “Division”; in (a)8 and 9, substituted “Commission”
for “Division”; also in (a)9, substituted “when” for “where” following
“vehicles”.

13:18-2.5 Payment of fees

Each registrant shall, upon receipt of billing, provide
payment of the required fee by cash, check, money order or
other method of payment approved by the Commission.

Amended by R.2005 d.359, effective November 7, 2005.
See: 37 N.J.R. 1484(a), 37 N.J.R. 4299(a).
Substituted “Commission” for “Division”.

13:18-2.6 Part-year registration; vehicle deletion;
credit

(a) Vehicles acquired by the registrant after the com-
mencement of the registration year and added to the
apportioned fleet shall be registered by applying the mileage
percentage used in the original application for each fleet for
such registration period to the regular registration fees due
with respect to such vehicles for the remainder of the
registration year. The registration fee shall be reduced by one-
twelfth for each full registration month that has elapsed
between the beginning of the registration year and the date a
supplemental application for registration is received by the
Commission.

(b) When a vehicle is deleted from an apportioned vehicle
fleet before the expiration of registration, the registrant of the
fleet shall notify the Commission on the prescribed forms and
return to the Commission all credentials issued for the
vehicle.

1. Credit shall not be provided if an apportioned
vehicle is deleted from the fleet for repair, auto body work,
or other reasons of a temporary nature.

2. Credit shall not be provided for an apportioned
vehicle deleted from any fleet which is returned to the fleet
during any particular registration year.
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3. Credit shall be given if a vehicle is permanently
deleted from an apportioned vehicle fleet, as a result of
being destroyed, sold, or otherwise completely removed
from service of the fleet registrant.

(c) Credit for registration fees shall be applied to the cur-
rent registration year only. Credit may not be carried forward
to a subsequent registration year under any circumstances.

(d) No credit shall be applied for a deleted apportioned
vehicle regarding a weight increase for any apportioned
vehicle of an existing fleet unless the weight increase is
applied to the replacement vehicle.

(e) No credit shall be applied for a deleted apportioned
vehicle for any fees due as a result of adding a jurisdiction to
an existing fleet.

() No credit shall be applied for a deleted apportioned
vehicle for any fees due as a result of a vehicle transfer from
one fleet to another fleet.

() Any credit less than $5.00 shall not be applied.

Amended by R.2005 d.359, effective November 7, 2005.
See: 37 N.J.R. 1484(a), 37 N.J.R. 4299(a).

In (a) and (b), substituted “Commission” for “Division” throughout;
in (g), substituted “$5.00” for “$1.00”.
Amended by R.2011 d.106, effective April 4, 2011.
See: 42 N.J.R. 2309(a), 43 N.J.R. 882(a).

In the introductory paragraph of (b), substituted “credentials issued
for” for “credential issued to”.

13:18-2.7 Refunds

(a) Refunds shall be permitted under the following cir-
cumstances:

1. Error by the Commission;
2. Error by the registrant on a mileage application; or
3. An audit by the Commission indicates overpayment.

(b) No refund shall be permitted under the following
circumstances:

1. Where a vehicle is transferred from one fleet to
another fleet by the same registrant if the mileage per-
centage of the receiving fleet is lower than that of the
transferring fleet;

2. Where an apportioned vehicle is permanently or
temporarily removed from a fleet for any reason; or

3. Where a lease expires or is terminated.

(c) Refund claims of apportioned registration fees paid to
other jurisdictions must be submitted to those jurisdictions.

(d) Any refund less than $5.00 shall not be granted.

Amended by R.2005 d.359, effective November 7, 2005.
See: 37 N.J.R. 1484(a), 37 N.J.R. 4299(a).

In (a)1 and 3, substituted “Commission” for “Division”; in (d), sub-
stituted “$5.00” for “$1.00”.
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