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A N N U A L  D M AVA  H O L I D AY 
T O W N  H A L L  L U N C H E O N

P H O T O S  B Y   M A S T E R  S G T.  M A R K  C .  O L S E N ,  N J D M AVA - P A

A pair of DMAVA employ-
ees were honored for 
forty years of service as 
Gary Schmitz, National 
Guard Training Center, 
left, and Cindy Leese, 
human resources depart-
ment, were presented cer-
tificates by Robert Hoyd, 
director, human resources; 
Ray Zawacki, deputy com-
missioner and Brig. Gen. 
Michael L. Cunniff, The 
Adjutant General.

The New Jersey Department 
of Military and Veterans 
Affairs held it’s annual 
Town Hall meeting and 
Awards Ceremony at the 
National Guard Armory at 
Lawrenceville, N.J., Dec. 
15, 2016. (U.S. Air National 
Guard photo by Master Sgt. 
Mark C. Olsen/Released)
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STORY  AND  PHOTOS  BY  MASTER  SGT .  MARK  C .  OLSEN , 
NEW JERSEY  NAT IONAL  GUARD  PUBL IC  AFFA IRS

TH IS  T IME  OF  THE  YEAR ,  THE  RES IDENTS  AT 
THE  NEW JERSEY  VETERANS  MEMORIAL  HOME 
IN  V INELAND  GET  A  SPEC IAL  V IS IT .

NO ,  NOT  FROM SANTA  CLAUS .

EVERY  YEAR ,  FOR  THE  LAST  16  YEARS ,  A IRMEN  FROM 
THE  177TH  F IGHTER  WING ,  NEW JERSEY  A IR  NAT IONAL 
GUARD ,  TEAM UP  WITH  FOURTH  GRADERS  FROM SEAV IEW 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  IN  L INWOOD ,  N .J . ,  TO  BR ING  THE 
HOL IDAY  SP IR IT  TO  THE  V INELAND  HOME  RES IDENTS .

TH IS  YEAR  WAS  NO  D IFFERENT  ON  DEC .  13 ,  20 16 , 
18  A IRMEN  AND  MORE  THAN  80  GRADE  SCHOOLERS 
SANG  CAROLS  AND  PASSED  OUT  CARDS  TO  THE 
HOME ’S  RES IDENTS  DUR ING  THE  16TH  ANNUAL 
HOL IDAY  “SONGFEST . ”  I T  ALSO  GAVE  THEM THE 
OPPORTUNITY  TO  CONNECT  WITH  VETERANS  WHO 
HELPED  SHAPE  TH IS  NAT ION ’S  H ISTORY .

THE  V INELAND  RES IDENTS  ARE  A  M IXTURE  OF 
VETERANS  FROM WORLD  WAR I I ,  THE  KOREAN  AND 
V IETNAM WARS ,  AS  WELL  AS  OPERAT IONS ’  DESERT 
STORM/DESERT  SH IELD  AND  VETERANS ’  SPOUSES .

 “THESE  VETERANS  HAVE  A  LOT  OF  STOR IES  TO 
TELL ;  THEY  HAVE  DONE  TH INGS  I  NEVER  DREAMED 
OF  DO ING ,  JUST  L ISTEN ING  TO  THEM IS  AN 
EXPER IENCE , ”  SA ID  STAFF  SGT .  E I LER  GOMEZ 
MEJ IA ,  177TH  LOG IST ICS  READ INESS  SQUADRON 
AND  JUN IOR  ENL ISTED  COUNCIL  PRES IDENT .

THAT  WAS  THE  CASE  FOR  MASTER  SGT .  JAMIE 
N IEVES ,  177TH  C IV I L  ENG INEER  SQUADRON ,  ALONG 
WITH  227TH  A IR  SUPPORT  OPERAT IONS  SQUADRON 
MEMBERS  TECH .  SGTS .  STEVEN  HASK INS  AND  KANE 
LAWLOR ,  STAFF  SGT .  HARRY  N IEVES ,  AND  A IRMAN 
1ST  CLASS  JOHN CUCCI ,  WHEN  THEY  MET  RES IDENT 

A I R M E N  A N D  F O U R T H  G R A D E R S 
B R I N G  H O L I D AY S  T O  V E T S

AND WORLD  WAR I I  ARMY  VETERAN ,  ED  LEHENY .

LEHENY ,  WHO IS  95 ,  SHARED  WITH  THEM H IS  STORY 
ABOUT  HOW HE  MET  H IS  BROTHER ,  LEO ,  ON  CHR ISTMAS 
DAY  DUR ING  THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  BULGE .  LEHENY  HAD 
NOT  SEEN  H IS  BROTHER  S INCE  THE  WAR  BEGAN .

THE  STORY  HAD  APPEARED  IN  THE  MAGAZ INE  VETERAN 
JOURNAL  AND  HAD  PHOTOS  OF  ED  AND  LEO  IN 
THE IR  UN IFORMS .  THE  FACT  THAT  N IEVES ,  HASK INS , 
LAWLOR ,  AND  CUCCI  WERE  CLOSE  TO  THE  SAME 
AGE  AS  THE  TWO BROTHERS  IN  THE  PHOTOS  WAS 
CERTA INLY  NOT  LOST  ON  THEM ;  I T  ALSO  GAVE  THEM 
A  D IFFERENT  PERSPECT IVE  ABOUT  CHR ISTMAS .

“MY  FAMILY  IS  FROM ALSACE  LORRA INE , ”  SA ID  N IEVES . 
ALSACE  LORRA INE  WAS  THE  S ITE  OF  SOME  OF  THE 
HEAV IEST  F IGHT ING  DUR ING  THE  BATTLE  OF  THE  BULGE .

AS  IN  YEARS ’  PAST ,  THE  A IRMEN  AND  THE  FOURTH 
GRADERS  D IV IDED  UP  INTO  GROUPS  AND  TRAVELLED 
THROUGHOUT  THE  HOME  S ING ING  CAROLS  AND 
PASS ING  OUT  CARDS  TO  THE  RES IDENTS .

“WE  MET  AT  SEAV IEW;  WE  P ICKED  UP  THE  K IDS ’ 
DONAT IONS  AND  BROUGHT  THEM HERE ,  AND  NOW 
WE ’RE  GO ING  TO  S ING  SOME  CAROLS  AND  HAND OUT 
SOME  CARDS ,”  SA ID  STAFF  SGT .  STACEY  LAZARO , 
177TH  LOG IST ICS  READ INESS  SQUADRON .

LAZARO ,  THE  177TH  JUN IOR  ENL ISTED 
COUNCIL ’S  V ICE  PRES IDENT ,  WAS  IN  CHARGE 
OF  COORDINAT ING  TH IS  YEAR ’S  EVENT .

“THE  177TH  IS  DONAT ING  $200  TO  ONE  OF  THE 
(HOME ’S)  ONGOING  FUNDS ,  WHICH  PROV IDES 
MONEY  FOR  THE  VETERANS  TO  ATTEND  SPORT ING 
AND  ENTERTA INMENT  EVENTS ,”  SA ID  LAZARO .

“ I  TH INK  I T ’S  A  GREAT  CAUSE , ”  SA ID  GOMEZ 
MEJ IA .  “TH IS  IS  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  G IVE  THEM 
SOMETH ING  BACK  FOR  THE IR  SERV ICE . ”
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TH IS  WAS  GOMEZ  MEJ IA ’S  TH IRD  V IS IT  TO  THE  HOME .
UP  UNT IL  THREE  YEARS  AGO  WHEN  THE  JUN IOR 
ENL ISTED  COUNCIL  TOOK  OVER  THE  V IS IT ,  CH IEF 
MASTER  SGT .  T IM  DONOVAN ,  177TH  MA INTENANCE 
SQUADRON AND  SEN IOR  MASTER  SGT .  M ICHAEL 
MONTE ITH ,  177TH  MA INTENANCE  GROUP ,  HAD  BEEN 
IN  CHARGE  OF  COORDINAT ING  THE  EVENT .

TH IS  YEAR ,  AS  IN  PREV IOUS  TWO YEARS ,  DONOVAN 
AND  MONTE ITH  LENT  THE IR  VOCAL  TALENTS  TO  THE 
M IX .  DONOVAN EVEN  BOASTED  ABOUT  WORK ING 
ON  H IS  S ING ING  THROUGH KARAOKE  PRACT ICE
.
WHILE  SANTA  HAS  YET  TO  MAKE  H IS  APPEARANCE 
AT  THE  HOME ,  THE  MEAN ING  OF  THE  HOL IDAYS 
CAME  EARLY  FOR  THE  RES IDENTS ,  THE 
FOURTH  GRADERS ,  AND  THE  A IRMEN .
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By Sgt. 1st Class Wayne Woolley, JFHQ PA

Arlington, Va. -- It’s no secret that the partnership between 
the New Jersey National Guard and Rowan University has 
saved taxpayers millions of dollars and provided coveted 
real-world experience to bright college students.

Now, the program is getting national recognition.

At a ceremony in the Pentagon’s Hall of Heroes on Tuesday, 
Under Secretary of the Army Patrick Murphy and Lt. Gen. 
Gwen Bingham recognized New Jersey and Rowan for 
forming one of the five best Army community partner-
ships in the nation. 

“We are very proud of your efforts,” Murphy said. “When 
we’re asked to do more with less, the successful path 
forward is with partnerships like yours.”

The Guard-Rowan partnership began seven years ago 
with an affiliation the university’s nationally-recognized 
geographic information systems (GIS) program, a move 
that has yielded more than $1.5 million in federal reim-
bursements for facilities upkeep, and now includes use of 
interns for audits of energy and water use as well as for 
wildlife management. Savings from those programs has 
exceeded $300,000. 

“There are so few qualified energy auditors at the moment 
and great demand for the service, so we wouldn’t be able 
to afford it without the interns,” said Col. Mike Lyons, the 
New Jersey National Guard’s construction and facility 
management officer.

“It is a benefit to the university and students because of 
this great demand,” he added. “They have graduates going 
out into both the public and private sector with recent and 
relevant experience.” 

William Riddell, a civil engineering professor at Rowan 
University, said the intern program offers that real-world 
experience to both undergraduate and graduate students.

“The projects reflect all of the complexity and ambiguity 
students will face in practice,” Riddell said. 

Christopher Moore, a former intern who became the 
energy manager for the New Jersey Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs Construction and Facilities 
Management Office, is living proof of the rewards offered 
by the internship program. 

“I believe that helped me hit the ground running when 
taking my current position because I already knew a lot 
about the Guard and their unique energy challenges,” he 
said of the program. 

Maj. Jeanne Falchek, CW5 Thomas Comyack and Riddell 
accepted the award at the Pentagon ceremony.

The national recognition for the National Guard, DMAVA 
and Rowan did not end on Tuesday.

On Wednesday, the organizations were honored by the U.S. 
Department of Energy with the 2016 Federal Energy and 
Water Management Award at a ceremony in Washington, 
D.C.

Falchek, Moore, and Comyack accepted the award along 
with DMAVA employees Joan McClosky and Vernon Hicks 
and Sam Valentine of Rowan University. 

N J N G  &  R O W A N  U . 
P E R F E C T  T O G E T H E R
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Representatives of the New Jersey Army National Guard and Rowan University received the 2016 Army-Community Partnership 
at a ceremony Dec. 6 at the Pentagon. The award recognized the five top partnerships in the nation. From left, Lt. Gen. Gwen 
Bingham, the Army’s assistant chief of staff for installation management; Vernon Hicks, DMAVA; Maj. Jeanne Falchek, New Jersey 
Army National Guard; Christopher Moore, DMAVA; William Riddell, Rowan University; Sam Valentine, Rowan University; CW5 Tom 
Comyack, New Jersey Army National Guard.

On December 7, representatives from the New Jersey Army National Guard, the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 
and Rowan University received the Federal Energy and Water Management Award from the U.S. Department of Energy at a cer-
emony in Washington, D.C.  From left, Maj. Jeanne Falchek, New Jersey Army National Guard; Christopher Moore, DMAVA; Vernon 
Hicks, DMAVA; Sam Valentine, Rowan University; Joan McCloskey, DMAVA; CW5 Tom Comyack, New Jersey Army National Guard.
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New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission Chief Administrator Raymond P. Martinez, center next to Santa, joined the volunteers 
from Home Instead Senior Care delivering Christmas presents to every resident at Veterans Haven North on December 14. 
Photo by Mairin Bellack, MVC-PI

Coast Guard members from the Atlantic City station and Coast Guard Training Center in Cape May visited the Vineland Veterans 
Memorial Home on Dec. 8 to spread holiday cheer to the residents. Courtesy photo

C O A S T  G U A R D  V I S I T  V I N E L A N D

M V C  D E L I V E R S  C H R I S T M A S  T O  V E T S  H AV E N

V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S
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S E A S O N  O F  S E R V I C E

Christopher S. Porrino, Attorney General of the State of New Jersey, left, visited the Menlo Park Veterans Memorial Home on 
Dec. 6 as part of the Governor Chris Christie’s Season of Service program.  Joseph Brandspiegal, CEO, Menlo Park VMH and 
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff, The Adjutant General, New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs greeted Porrino and 
his senior staff as they assisted residents with a bingo game. Photos by Kryn P. Westhoven, DMAVA-PA

Monmouth County Sheriff Shaun Golden, left watches 
as Ray Zawacki, deputy commissioner, New Jersey 
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs congrat-
ulates Sherriff Officer and  Senior Airman Tina Valle 
for receiving the New Jersey Distinguished Service 
Medal during the Patriot’s Pride event on December 7. 
The New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal was pre-
sented to eight sheriff’s officers by Brig. Gen. Michael 
L. Cunniff, The Adjutant General and at the event held in 
Freehold. Certificates of Appreciation were presented 
to seven additional officers who served in the military.

Photos by Kryn P. Westhoven, NJDMAVA-PA

M I L I TA R Y  S A L U T E S  M E R C E R  S H E R I F F S

V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S
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DMAVA Highlights is published weekly 
by the Public Affairs Office of the 

New Jersey Department of Mili-
tary and Veterans Affairs. The 
views and opinions expressed 
herein are not necessar-
ily those of the Department 
of Defense, the Army, The 

Air Force, the National Guard, 
Veterans Affairs or the State of 

New Jersey. Letters may be sent 
t o : NJDMAVA, DMAVA Highlights, Public 
Affairs Office, PO Box 340, Trenton, NJ 08625-0340. Email at: 
pao@dmava.nj.gov

New Jersey Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff – The Adjutant General of New Jersey
Brig. Gen. Steven Ferrari – The Deputy Adjutant General
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs Officer
Kryn Westhoven – Writer, Photographer
Mark C. Olsen – Photographer
Sgt. 1st Class Wayne Woolley – Writer, Photographer
Staff Sgt. Nicholas Young - Layout, Editor
Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht – Photographer, Graphic ArtistHighlights submissions deadline

4 p.m. Wednesday:
nicholas.p.young12.mil@mail.mil

Mi l i tary  OneSource  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 -800-342-9647
Military OneSource NJ REP... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-433-8008
NJ ARNG SHARP Program .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-562-0854
NJ ARNG Suicide Prevention Program.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-562-0832
NJ ARNG Substance Abuse Program.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-562-0279
NJARNG Equal  Oppurtun i ty  Of f ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-562-0401
NJ ARNG Psychological Health Program... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .609-235-5959
108th Wing Airman & Family Readiness Ctr.. . . . . . . . .609-754-4479
108th Wing Director Of Psychological Health. . . . . .609-754-2159
177th Wing Airman & Family Readiness Ctr. . . . . . . .609-761-6248
177th Wing Director of Psychological Health... . . . . . . . . .609-761-6871
DOD Sexual Assault Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-877-995-5247
Employer Support for Guard & Reserve (ESGR) ..............609-562-5550
Joint  Military & Family Assistance Center........................1-888-859-0352
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline............................1-800-273-TALK
Red Cross.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .877-272-7337
Vets 4 Warriors ......................................................................1-855-838-8255
National Resource Directory ..................................................................www.nrd.gov
Joint Services Support..............................wwww.jointservicessupport.org

http://ubhc.rutgers.edu/vet2vet/
http://www.nj.gov/military/
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NJ-NG#.V1hir01pD3g
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-National-Guard/185017611554223
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/
https://twitter.com/NJNationalGuard

