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A pair of DMAVA employ-
ees were honored for
forty years of service as
Eary thmltz Natmnal

Guard ralnlng Center,
left, and Cindy I.EESE
human resources depart-
ment, were presented cer-
tificates by Robert Hoyd,
director, human resources;
Ray Zawacki, dEEuty com-
missioner and Brig. Gen
Michael L. Cunnift, The
Adjutant General.

The New Jersey Department
of Military and Veterans
Affairs held it's annual
Town Hall meeting and
Awards Ceremony at thE
National Guard Armurﬁ/

Lawrenceville, N.J., Dec.
[a, ZDIE (|.|S Alr National
Buard putU)( Master Sgt.
Mark C. Olsen/Released)






STORY AND PHOTOS BY MASTER SGT. MARK C. DLSEN,
NEW JERSEY NATIONAL GUARD PUBLIC AFFAIRS

THIS TIME OF THE YEAR, THE RESIDENTS AT
THE NEW JERSEY VETERANS MEMORIAL HOME
IN VINELAND GET A SPECIAL VISIT.

NO, NOT FROM SANTA CLAUS.

EVERY YEAR, FOR THE LAST 16 YEARS, AIRMEN FROM
THE 177TH FIGHTER WING, NEW JERSEY AIR NATIONAL
GUARD, TEAM UP WITH FOURTH GRADERS FROM SEAVIEW
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN"LINWDOD, N.J., TO BRING THE
HOLIDAY SPIRIT TO THE VINELAND HOME RESIDENTS.

THIS YEAR WAS NO DIFFERENT ON DEC. 13, 2018,
18 AIRMEN AND MORE THAN 80 GRADE SCHODLERS
SANG CAROLS AND PASSED OUT CARDS TO THE
HOME'S RESIDENTS DURING-FHE-tBTH ANNUAL
HOLIDAY “SONGFEST.” IT ALSO GAVE THEM THE
OPPORTUNITY TO CONNECT WITH VETERANS WHO
HELPED SHAPE THIS NATION'S HISTORY.

THE VINELAND RESIDENTS ARE A MIXTURE OF

VETERANS FROM WORLD WAR.I;*THE*KOREAN AND
VIETNAM WARS, AS WELL AS OPERATIONS' DESERT
STORM/DESERT SHIELD AND VETERANS' SPOUSES.

“THESE VETERANS HAVE A LOT OF STORIES TO
TELL; THEY HAVE DONE THINGS | NEVER DREAMED
OF DOING, JUST LISTENING TO THEM IS AN
EXPERIENCE,” SAID STAFF SGT. EILER GOMEZ
MEJIA, 177TH LOGISTICS READINESS SQUADRON
AND JUNIDRENLISTED COUNCIL PRESIDENT. iy

THAT WAS THE CASE FOR MASTER SGT. JAMIE
NIEVES, 177TH CIVIL ENGINEER SOUADRON, ALONG
WITH 227TH AIR SUPPORT OPERATIONS SQUADRON
MEMBERS TECH. SGTS. STEVEN HASKINSAND KANE
LAWLOR, STAFF SGT. HARRY NIEVES, AND AIRMAN
IST CLASS JOHN CUCCI, WHEN THEY MET RESIDENT

E

AND WORLD WAR 11 ARMY VETERAN, ED LEHENY.

LEHENY, WHO 1S"35, SHARED WITH THEM RIS STORY
ABOUT HOW HE MET HIS BROTHER, LED, ON CHRISTMAS
DAY DURING THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE. LEHENY HAD
NOT SEEN HIS'BROTHER SINCE THE WAR BEGAN.

* UHE STORY HAD APPEARED IN THE MAGAZINE VETERAN

JOURNAL AND HAD PHOTOS OF ED AND LED IN
THEIR UNIFORMS. THE FACT THAT NIEVES, HASKINS,
LAWLOR, AND CUCCI WERE CLOSE TD THE SAME

~ AGE AS THE TWO BROTHERS IN THE PHOTOS WAS

e

CERTAINLY-NOT LOST ON THEM; IT ALSO GAVE THEM
A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE ABOUT CHRISTMAS.

“MY FAMILY IS FROM ALSACE LORRAINE,” SAID NIEVES.
ALSACE LORRAINE WAS THE SITE-OF SOME OF THE
HEAVIEST FIGHTING DURING THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE.

AS IN YEARS" PAST, THE AIRMEN AND THE'FOURTH =
GRADERS DIVIDED UP INTD GROUPS AND TRAVELLED ™~
THROUGHOUT THE HOME SINGING CAROLS AND
PASSING OUT CARDS TO THE RESIDENTS.

“WE'MET AT SEAVIEW; WE PICKED UP THEKIDS"
DONATIONS AND BROUGHT THEM HERE, AND NOW

WE'RE GOING TO SING SOME CAROLS AND HAND OUT

SOME CARDS,” SAID STAFF SGT. STACEY LAZARD,
177TH LOGISTICS READINESS SQUADRON.

LAZARD, THE 177TH JUNIOR ENLISTED
BOUNCIL'S VIGE PRESIDENT, WAS IN CHARGE
OF COORDINATING THIS YEAR'S EVENT.

“THE177TH 1S DONATING $200 TO ONE'DF THE
(HOME'S) ONGOING FUNDS, WHICH PROVIDES
MONEY FOR THE VETERANS TO ATTEND SPORTING
AND ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS,"” SAID LAZARD.

“I THINK1T'S A BREAT CAUSE.," SAID GOMEZ
MEJIA. “THIS IS THE OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE THEM
SOMETHING BACK FOR-THEIR SERVICE."
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P UNTIL THREE YEARS AGO WHEN THE JUNIOR
:NLISTED COUNCIL TODK OVER THE VISIT, CHIEF

ASTER SGT. TIM DONDOVAN, 177TH MAINTENANCE

QUADRON AND SENIOR MASTER SGT. MICHAEL

ONTEITH, 177TH MAINTENANCE GROUP, HAD BEE
N CHARGE OF COORDINATING THE EVENT.

THIS YEAR, AS IN PREVIOUS TWO YEARS, L

~ AND MONTEITH LENT THEIR VOCAL TALENTS TC
“MIX. DONDVAN EVEN BOASTED ABOUT WORKING
ON HIS SINGING THROUGH KARADKE PRACTICE

) _ - . .
" VHILE SANTA HAS YET T0 MAKE IS APPEARA)
AT THE HOME, TH B OF THE HOLIDAY
~ CAMEEARLY FOR DENTS, THE
- FOURTH GRADERS, AND THE AIRMEN. v!
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HIGHLIGHTS

NING, & ROWAN U,

PERFECT TOGE THER

By Sgt. Ist Class Wayne Woolley, JFHO PA

Arlington, Va. -- It's no secret that the partnership between
the New Jersey National Guard and Rowan University has
saved taxpayers millions of dollars and provided coveted
real-world experience to bright college students.

Now, the program is getting national recognition.

At a ceremony in the Pentagon's Hall of Heroes on Tuesday,
Under Secretary of the ArmmPatrink Murphy and Lt. Gen.
Gwen Bingham recognized New Jersey and Rowan for
forming one of the five best Army community partner-
ships in the nation.

“We are very proud of your efforts,” Murphy said. “When
we're asked to do more with less, the successful path
forward is with partnerships like yours.”

The Guard-Rowan Eartnership began seven years ago

with an affiliation the university's nationally-recognized
eographic information systems (GIS) pru?ram, a move
that has yielded more than S1.5 million in federal reim-
bursements for facilities upkeep, and now includes use of
interns for audits of energy and water use as well as for

wildlife management. Savings from those programs has
exceeded S300,000.

“There are so few qualified energy auditors at the moment
and ﬁreat demand for the service, so we wouldn't be able
to aftord it without the interns,” said Col. Mike Lyons, the
New Jersey National Guard's construction and facility
management officer.

“It is a benefit to the university and students because of
this great demand,” he added. “They have graduates guinﬂ
out into both the public and private sector with recent an
relevant experience.”

William Riddell, a civil engineering professor at Rowan
University, said the intern program u?fers that real-world
experience to both undergraduate and graduate students.

“The projects reflect all of the complexity and ambiguity
students will face in practice,” Riddell said.

Christopher Moore, a former intern who became the
energy manager for the New Jersey Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs Construction and Facilities
Management Office, is living proof of the rewards offered
by the internship program.

“| believe that helped me hit the ground running when
taking my current position because | already knew a lot
about the Guard and their unique energy challenges,” he
said of the program.

Maj. Jeanne Falchek, CW3 Thomas Comyack and Riddell

accepted the award at the Pentagon ceremony.

The national recognition for the National Guard, DMAVA
and Rowan did not end on Tuesday.

On Wednesday, the organizations were honored by the LS.
Department of Energy with the 2016 Federal Energy and
\ﬁl'Eter Management iward at a ceremony in Washington,

Falchek, Moore, and Comyack accepted the award along
with DMAVA employees Joan McClosky and Vernon Hicks
and Sam Valentine of Rowan University.




HIGHLIGHTS

Representatives of the New Jersey Army National Guard and Rowan University received the 2016 Army-Community Partnership
at a ceremony Dec. b at the Pentagon. The award recognized the five top partnerships in the nation. From left, Lt. Gen. Gwen
Bingham, the Army's assistant chief of staff for installation management; Vernon Hicks, DMAVA: Maj. Jeanne Falchek, New Jersey
Army National Guard; Christopher Moare, DMAVA; William Riddell, Rowan University; Sam Valentine, Rowan University; CWa Tam
Comyack, New Jersey Army National Guard.

On December 7, representatives from the New Jersey Army National Guard. the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
and Rowan University received the Federal Energy and Water Management Award from the U.S. Department of Energy at a cer-
emony in Washington, D.C. From left, Maj. Jeanne Falchek. New Jersey Army National Guard; Christopher Moore, DMAVA: Vernan
Hicks. DMAVA: Sam Valentine, Rowan University; Joan McCloskey, DMAVA: CWa Tom Comyack, New Jersey Army National Guard.




BB DMAVA HIGHLIGHTS
VETERANS AFFAIRS

New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission Chief Administrator Raymond P. Martinez, center next to Santa, joined the volunteers
from Home Instead Senior Care delivering Christmas presents to every resident at Veterans Haven North on December 4.

Photo by Mairin Bellack, MVC-PI
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SEASON OF SERVICE
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Christopher S. Porrino, Attorney General of the State of New Jersey, left, visited the Menlo Park Veterans Memarial Home on
Dec. b as part of the Governor Chris Christie's Season of Service program. Joseph Brandspiegal, CEO, Menlo Park VMH and
Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff, The Adjutant General, New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs greeted Porrino and
his senior staff as they assisted residents with a bingo game. Photos by Kryn P. Westhoven, DMAVA-PA
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DMAVA HIGHLIGHTS

DMAVA HicHLicHTs is published weekly
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IB MDL BBSIIIenc . by the Public Affairs Office of the
. i ‘ New Jersey Department of Mili-

tary and Veterans Affairs. The

Fiﬂ‘fﬁﬂg SU[IIIIIIIS to Ll:f-{’ s Cﬂ‘ﬂf!{?ﬂgﬂ ~ £ T views and opinions expressed
% herein are not necessar-

ily those of the Department

Military DRESDUPCE .ooooooooeeeeeceececeeeeceeee 1-800-342-8647 [ fy of Defense, the Army, The
Military OneSource NJ REP B09-433-8008 Air Force, the National Guard,

NJ ARNG SHARP Frugr‘am BD9-562-0854 la‘*‘ Y i:l 4 Veterans Affairs or the State of
NJ ARNG Suicide Prevention Program......... B09-562-0832 Ew RS New Jersey. Letters may be sent

NJ ARNG Substance Abuse Program............. B09-562-0279 [RECACEEENS Nty Dl Alglilielns, FUoE
NJARNG Equal Oppurtunity DFfice.........oooooo.... IERT:y MR Affairs  Office, PO Box 340, Trenton, NJ 08625-0340. Email at:

NJ ARNG Psychological Health Program............ HIEREERLE: Pac@dmava.nj.gov
{08th Wing Airman & Family Readiness Ctr.......... 608-754-4479
{08th Wing Director Of Psychological Health......609-754-2159
177th Wing Airman & Family Readiness Ctr........ 603-761-6248
177th Wing Director of Psychological Health............ 609-761-6871

DOD Sexual Assault Hotling .....cocooveveneeinne 1-877-985-5247
Employer Support for Guard & Reserve (ESGR) ... B03-562-5550 N?\_A’ Jersey Department O:f
Military and Veterans Affairs

Joint Military & Family Assistance Center....................... 1-888-859-0352
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline........cooconeeneeee. 1-800-273-TALK

REA CPOSS..oiiiceccc s CYABAVA KR Brig- Gen. Michael L. Cunniff — The Adjutant General of New Jersey
Vets 4 Warriors I LE )T Brig. Gen. Steven Ferrari — The Deputy Adjutant General

National Resource Directory Rl Raymond Zawacki - Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs

Joint Services Support............o..... A e A Q Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty — Public Affairs Officer

Kryn Westhoven - Writer, Photographer

Mark C. Olsen - Photographer

Sgt. 1st Class Wayne Woolley — Writer, Photographer

Staff Sgt. Nicholas Young - Layout, Editor

ngh"ghts submissions deadline Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht — Photographer, Graphic Artist
4 p.m. Wednesday:
nicholas.p.young12.mil@mail.mil

Ntl *xV ET,zp VET '1t 866-VETS.N J:]

Confidential Peer Support
For New Jersey Veterans

1-866-838-7654
http://ubhc.rutgers.edu/vet2vet/

mMVet2Vet on Twitter, Pinterest & Facebook

Life doesn’t have to be a battlefield



http://ubhc.rutgers.edu/vet2vet/
http://www.nj.gov/military/
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NJ-NG#.V1hir01pD3g
https://www.facebook.com/pages/New-Jersey-National-Guard/185017611554223
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/
https://twitter.com/NJNationalGuard

