
PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT STUDENT DEVELOPMENT 

SUBCHAPTER 8. INTERVENTION AND REFERRAL 
SERVICES 

6A:16-8.1 Establishment of intervention and referral 
serviees 

(a) District boards of education shall establish and 
implement in each school building in which general education 
students are served a coordinated system for planning and 
delivering intervention and referral services designed to assist 
students who are experiencing learning, behavior, or health 
difficulties, and to assist staff who have difficulties in ad~ 
dressing students' learning, behavior, or health needs. District 
boards of education shall choose the appropriate multi­
disciplinary team approach for planning and delivering the 
services required under this subchapter. 

1. The intervention and referral services shall be pro~ 
vided to aid students in the general education pro~; and 

2. The intervention and referral services may be pro­
vided for students who have been determined to need 
special education programs and services. 

i. The intervention and referral services provided 
for students determined to need special education pro­
grams and services shall be coordinated with the 
student's individualized education program team, as ap­
propriate. 

3. Child study team members and, to the extent ap­
propriate, specialists in the area of disability may par­
ticipate on intervention and referral services teams, pur­
suant to N.J.A.C. 6A:14-3.1(d)6. 

Amended by R.2005 d297, effective September 6, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 1570(a), 37 N.J.R. 3295(b). 

In (a), inserted "in which general educaticm students are served" 
following "school building". 
Amended by R.2006 d366, effective October 16, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 2294(a), 38 N.J.R. 4411(c). 

In (a), deleted comma following second occurrence of "behavior''; 
and in (a)2i, substituted "who have been detennined to be in need of 
special education programs and services" for "with learning disabilities". 
Amended byR.2014 d.047, effective March 17,2014. 
See: 45 N.J.R. 987(a), 46 N.J.R. 505(a). 

Rewrote the section. 

Case Notes 

District's unsUccessful effort to address a student's academic deficien­
cies in the beginning of his sophomore year through its inteJ,ventions 
program before seeking to detennine whether he should be classified as 
cJisabled was consistent with the mandate that districts provide inter­
vention and referral services to students experiencing learning difficul­
ties to head off potentially unnecessary special education classification. 
C.C. ex rel. B.H. v. Spotswood Bd ofEduc., OAL Dkl No, EDS11270-
08, 2008 N.J. AGEN LEXIS 1175, Final Decision (November 21, 2008). 

6A:16-8.2 Funetions of intervention and referral 
serviees 

(a) The functions of the system of intervention and referral 
services in each school building shall be to: 
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1. Identify learning, behavior and health difficulties of 
students; 

2. Collect infonnation on the identified learning, be­
havior, and health difficulties; 

3. Develop and implement action plans that provide for 
appt'Qpriate school or community interventions or referrals 
to school and community resources, based on the collected 
data and desired outcomes for the identified learning, 
behavior, and health difficulties; 

4. Provide support, guidance and professional develop­
ment to school staff who identify learning, behavior and 
health difficulties; · 

5. Provide support, guidance and professional develop­
ment to school staff who participate in each building's sys­
tem for planning and providing intervention and referral 
services; 

6. Actively involve parents or guardians in the develop­
ment and implementation of intervention and referral ser­
vices action plans; 

7. Coordinate the access to and delivery of school 
resources and services for achieving outcomes identified in 
intervention and referral services action plans; 

8. Coordinate the services of community-based social 
and health provider agencies and other community re­
sources for achieving outcomes identified in intervention 
and referral services action plans; 

9. Maintain records of all requests for assistance and all 
intervention and referral services action plans and all 
related student information, according to the requirements 
of 20 U.S.C. § 1232g, Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act; 34 CFR Part 99, Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy; 20 U.S.C. §1232h, Protection of Pupil Rights; 
34 CFR Part 98, Student Rights in Research, Experimental 
Programs, and Testing; P.L. 104-191, Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act; 45 CFR Part 160, 
General Administrative Requirements; 20 U.S.C. § 7165, 
Transfer of school disciplinary records; 42 CFR Part 2, 
Confidentiality of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Patient Records; 
N.J.SA 18A:40A-7.1, Confidentiality of certain informa­
tion provided by pupils, exceptions; N.J.A.C. 6A:16-3.2, 
Confidentiality of student alcohol and other drug infor­
mation; N.J.S.A. 18A:36-19, Pupil records, creation, main­
tenance . and retention, security and access, regulations, 
nonliability; N.J.S.A. 2A:4A-60, Disclosure of juvenile 
information, penalties for disclosure; N.J.A.C. 6A:32-7, 
Student Records; N.J.A.C. 6A:14-2.9, Student records; as 
well as oth~ existing Federal and State laws and rules 
pertaining to student records and confidentiality. 

10. Review and assess the effectiveness of each inter­
vention and referral services action plan in achieving the 
identified outcomes, and modify each action plan to 
achieve the O\Jtcomes, as appropriate; and 
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11. At a minimum, annually review intervention and 
referral services action plans and the actions taken as a 
result of the building's system of intervention and referral 
services, and make recommendations to the principal for 
improving school programs and services, as appropriate. 

Amended by R.2005 d.297, effective September 6, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 1570(a), 37 NJ.R. 3295(b). 

Rewrote (a)9. 
Amended by R.2006 d.366, effective October 16, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 2294(a), 38 N.J.R. 441l(c). 

In (a)1 through (a)4, deleted comma following "behavior"; in (a)4 and 
(a)5, deleted comma following "guidance"; and in (a)9, substituted 
"6A:32-7, Student Records" for "6:3-6, Pupil Records". 
Amended by R.2014 d.047, effective March 17,2014. 
See: 45 N.J.R. 987(a), 46 N.J.R. 505(a). 

Rewrote the section. 

6A:16-8.3 (Reserved) 

Amended by R.2006 d.366, effective October 16, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 2294(a), 38 NJ.R. 4411(c). 

In introductory paragraph of (a), inserted ''written"; in (a)1, inserted 
"coordinated"; and in (a)2, inserted "school". 
Repealed by R.2014 d.047, effective March 17,2014. 
See: 45 N.J.R. 987(a), 46 N.J.R. 505(a). 

Section was "School staff and community member roles for planning 
and implementing intervention and referral services". 

SUBCHAPlER 9. ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS 

6A:16-9.1 Establishment of alternative education 
programs 

(a) Each district board of education choosing to operate 
an alternative education program, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
6A:16-1.3, shall approve the alternative education program. 

(b) Any alternative education program, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:16-1.3, within a State agency, public college 
operated program or department-approved school shall be 
approved by the Commissioner of Education. 

1. The agency, pursuant to (b) above, shall submit an 
initial or renewal application, as appropriate, to the desig­
nated county office of education, in accordance with the 
format prescribed by the Commissioner of Education. 

2. Each alternative education program established by 
an agency, pursuant to (b) above, shall be separate and 
distinct from the already existing programs operated by 
these agencies. 

3. Annually, each agency, pursuant to (b) above, op­
erating an alternative education program, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:16-1.3, shall obtain certificates of fire inspec­
tion and, if applicable, health, sewerage plant and health, 
ventilation, and air conditioning (HV AC) inspections. 

i. These certificates shall be maintained and avail­
able upon request for review by the Department of Edu­
cation. 

EDUCATION 

Amended by R.2006 d.366, effective October 16, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 2294(a), 38 N.J.R. 441l(c). 

Section was "Program approval". Rewrote the section. 

6A:16-9.2 Program criteria 

(a) Each alternative education program, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:16-1.3, shall fulfill the following program cri­
teria for both high school and middle school programs, unless 
otherwise noted: · 

1. A maximum student-teacher ratio of 12:1 for high 
school programs shall be maintained; 

2. A maximum student-teacher ratio of 10:1 for middle 
school programs shall be maintained; 

3. An Individualized Program Plan (IPP) shall be de­
veloped for each general education student enrolled in the 
program. 

i. The IPP shall be developed by the school district 
in which the student is enrolled, in consultation with the 
student's parent and the receiving school district, pur­
suant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-9.1(a), or other agency, pur­
suant to N.JA.C. 6A:16-9.1(b), as appropriate. 

ii. The IPP shall be developed by a multi­
.disciplinary team of professionals with knowledge of the 
student's educational, behavioral, emotional, social and 
health needs. 

iii. The IPP shall identify the appropriate instruc­
tional and support services for addressing the student's 
identified needs. 

iv. The IPP shall be developed in accordance with 
the format prescribed by the Commissioner of Education 
and implemented within 30 calendar days of the stu­
dent's placement in the alternative education program. 

(1) The IPP may, but need not, be developed prior 
to the student's placement. 

v. A multidisciplinary team shall review and, as 
appropriate, revise the IPP prior to the completion of the 
student's anticipated enrollment in the alternative educa­
tion program or prior to the end of the school year, 
whichever occurs first. 

(1) The multidisciplinary team shall review and 
revise the IPP, as needed, at any time during the stu­
dent's enrollment in the alternative education pro­
gram. 

(2) The multidisciplinary team that reviews the 
IPP shall include staff from the sending school and the 
alternative education program who have knowledge of 
the student's educational, behavioral, emotional, so­
cial and health needs. 

(3) The student's parent shall be advised of revi­
sions to the IPP. 

Supp. 3-17-14 16-42 
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4. For a student with a disability, the alternative educa­
tion program shall be consistent with the student's Individ­
ualized Education Program (IEP), pursuant to N.J.,(\.C. 
6A:l4, Special Education. 

5. Individualized instruction to students shall address 
the Core Curriculum Content Standards, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1; 

6. Instructional staff shall be appropriately certified, 
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:9-3.3; 

7. Compliance with attendance policies, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.8 and 6A:32-8.3, shall be required; 

8. Academic instruction sufficient to fulfill graduation 
requirements, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1, shall be pro­
vided to high school students; 

9. Comprehensive support services and programs shall 
address each student's health, social and emotional devel­
opment and behavior; 

10. Case management services including, but not limited 
to, monitoring and evaluating student progress and co­
ordinating instructional and support services, pursuant to 
(a)5, 8, and 9 above, shall be provided; 

11. Services to facilitate the transition of students return­
ing to the general or special education program shall be 
provided; and 

12. A minimum student enrollment period of not less 
than two complete marking periods shall be required. 

i. If the student is enrolled with less than two com-
plete marking periods remaining prior to the end of the 
school year, the decision regarding continued placement 
in the alternative education program shall be made in 
accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:16-9.3{a). 

ii. If the student is removed from the general educa­
tion program and placed in an alternative education 
program as a result of a firearm or assault with a weapon 
offense, the chief school administrator may modify the 
term of removal or placement on a case-by-case basis, 
pursuantto N.J.A.C. 6A:16-5.5(b)1 and 5.6{b)l. 

iii. For the student with a disability, the enrollment 
period shall be determined by appropriate school per­
sonnel in accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 
6A: 14, Special Education, and the Individuals with Dis­
abilities Education Act of 2004, 20 U.S.C. §§1400 et 
seq. 

Amended by R.2006 d.366, effective October 16, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R 2294(a), 38 N.J.R 4411(c). 

Section was "Application process and approval criteria". Rewrote (a); 
and deleted (b). 

6A:16-9.3 

6A:16-9.3 Student placements 

(a) Student placement in an alternative education pro­
gram, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:l6-1.3 and 9.1(a) and (b), 
shall be made as follows: 

1. For the general education student, the district board 
of education shall make a determination of the student's 
risk for school failure and a decision regarding the stu­
dent's placement in an alternative education program, at a 
minimum, based on the following: 

i. The review of the student's academic, health and 
behavioral records, including the student's IPP, if one 
has been developed in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:16-
9.2(a)3i through v, and the results of available testing, 
assessment or evaluation of the student; 

ii. Consultation with and notice to the student's 
parent; and 

iii. fuformation provided by the school-based multi­
disciplinary team responsible to provide intervention and 
referral services, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-8, or other 
multidisciplinary team, as appropriate. 

2. Decisions regarding the placement of the student 
with a disability in an alternative education program, pur­
suant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-9.l(a) and {b), shall be based on 
the recommendation of appropriate personnel in accord­
ance with N.J.A.C. 6A: 14. 

3. The district board of education shall provide man­
datory placement for a student in an alternative education 
program for removal due to a firearms offense, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:16-5.5 or an assault with weapons offense, 
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-5.6. 

i. If placement in an alternative education program, 
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-9.1{a) or {b), is not available 
in the instance of a mandatory student placement, the 
student shall be provided home or out-of-school instruc­
tion, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-10, until placement in 
an alternative education program is available. 

ii. For the student with a disability, placement in an 
alternative education program for a firearm offense or an 
assault with a weapon offense shall occur only upon a 
determination by appropriate school personnel to place 
the student in accordance with the provisions ofN.J.A.C. 
6A: 14, Special Education Programs and the Individuals 
with Disabilities Act of2004, 20 U.S.C. §§1400 et seq. 

(b) If a district board of education places a student in an 
alternative education program approved by another district 
board of education, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-9.1(a)1, or 
another approved agency, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-9.l{b), 
the district board of education of the sending school district 
shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the require­
ments of this subchapter. 

16-43 Supp. 3-17-14 
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(c) Decisions regarding continued placement in an alter­
native education program or a change to a student's place­
ment shall be made as follows: 

1. For the general education student returning to the 
general education program, the continued placement deci­
sion shall be made in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:16-
9.2(a)11, as appropriate, and (a)1 above. 

2. For a student with disabilities, the continued place­
ment decision shall be made in accordance with N.J.A.C. 
6A:16-9.2(a)ll, as appropriate, (a)2 above, and N.J.A.C. 
6A:14, Special Education. 

Amended by R.2005 d.297, effective September 6, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 1570(a), 37 N.J.R. 3295(b). 

In (b), updated N.J.A.C. cite. 
Amended by R.2006 d.366, effective October 16, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 2294(a), 38 N.J.R. 441l(c). 

Section was "Mandatory student placements". Rewrote the section. 

SUBCHAPTER 10. HOME OR OUT-OF-SCHOOL 
INSTRUCTION 

6A:16-10.1 Home or out-of-school instruction due to a 
temporary or chronic health condition 

(a) The district board of education shall provide instruc­
tional services to an enrolled student-whether a general 
education student in kindergarten through grade 12 or special 
education student age three to 21 - when the student is 
confined to the home or another out-of-school setting due to a 
temporary or chronic health condition or a need for treatment 
that precludes participation in their usual education setting, 
whether general education or special education. 

1. To request home instruction due to a temporary or 
chronic health condition, the parent shall submit to the 
school district a request that includes a written determina­
tion from the student's physician documenting the pro­
jected need for confmement at the student's residence or 
other treatment setting for more than 10 consecutive school 
days or 20 cumulative school days during the school year. 

i. The school district shall forward the written deter­
mination to the school physician, who shall verify the need 
for home instruction. The school physician may contact the 
student's physician to secure additional information con­
cerning the student's diagnosis or need for treatment, and 
shall either verify the need for home instruction or shall 
provide to the district board of education reasons for 
denial. 

2. The school district shall notify the parent concerning 
the school physician's verification or reasons for denial 
within five school days after receipt of the written deter­
mination by the student's physician. 

EDUCATION 

3. The school district shall provide instructional ser­
vices within five school days after receipt of the school 
physician's verification or, if verification is made prior to 
the student's confinement, during the first week of the 
student's confmement to the home or out-of-school setting. 

(b) The school district shall be responsible for the costs of 
providing instruction in the home or out-of-school setting 
either directly, through online services, including any needed 
equipment, or through contract with another district board of 
education, educational services commission, jointure com­
mission, or approved clinic or agency for the following cate­
gories of students: 

1. A student who resides within the area served by the 
district board of education and is enrolled in a public 
school program; or 

2. A student who is enrolled in a nonpublic school that 
is located within the area served by the district board of 
education pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:46A-1 et seq. 

(c) Home or out-of-school instruction shall meet the fol­
lowing minimum standards: 

1. The school district shall establish a written plan for 
delivery of instruction to continue the student's academic 
progress and to maintain a record of delivery of instruc­
tional services and student progress. 

2. The teacher providing instruction shall be a certified 
teacher. 

3. The teacher shall provide instruction for the number 
of days and length of time sufficient to continue the stu­
dent's academic progress and dependent upon the student's 
ability to participate. 

4. For a student with disabilities, the home instruction 
shall be consistent with the student's individualized educa­
tion plan (IEP) to the extent appropriate and shall meet the 
Core Curriculum Content Standards. When the provision of 
home instruction will exceed 30 consecutive school days in 
a school year, the IEP team shall convene a meeting to 
review and, if appropriate, revise the student's IEP. 

5. For a student without disability, the home instruction 
shall meet the Core Curriculum Content Standards, and the 
requirements of the district board of education for pro­
motion to the next grade level. When the provision of 
home instruction will exceed 60 calendar days, the school 
physician shall refer the student to the child study team for 
evaluation, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:14. 

New Rule, R.2006 d.366, effective October 16, 2006. 
See: 38 N.J.R. 2294(a), 38 N.J.R. 441l(c). 

Former N.J.A.C. 6A:16-10.1, Student placement, was recodified to 
N.J.A.C. 6A:16-10.2. 
Amended by R.2014 d.047, effective March 17, 2014. 
See: 45 N.J.R. 987(a), 46 N.J.R. 505(a). 

Rewrote the section. 
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6A:16-10.2 Home or out-of-school instruction for a 
general education student for reasons other 
than a temporary or chronic health 
condition 

(a) The district board of education shall provide instruc­
tional services to an enrolled general education student at the 
student's home or other suitable out-of-school setting 1mder 
the following conditions: 

1. The student is mandated by State law and rule for 
placement in an alternative education program, but place­
ment is not inlmediately available; 

2. The student is placed on short- or long-term sus­
pension from participation in the general education pro­
gram; or 

3. A court order requires the student to receive instruc­
tional services in the home or other out-of-school setting. 

(b) The school district shall provide services no later than 
five school days after the student has left the general educa­
tion program. 

(c) The school district in which a student resides shall be 
responsible for the costs of providing instruction in the home 
or out-of-school setting either directly, or through online ser­
vices, including any needed equipment, or through contract 
with another board of education, educational services com­
mission, jointure commission, or approved clinic or agency. 

(d) The services shall meet the following minimum stand­
ards: 

1. The school district shall establish a written plan for 
delivery of instruction and maintain a record of instruc­
tional services and student progress. 

2. The teacher providing instruction shall be a certified 
teacher. 

3. The teacher shall provide one-on-one instruction for 
no fewer than 10 hours per week on three separate days of 
the week and no fewer than 10 hours per week of addi­
tional guided-learning experiences that may include the use 
of technology to provide audio and visual connections to 
the student's classroom. 

4. The instruction shall meet the Core Curriculum 
Content Standards and the district board of education's 
requirements for promotion and graduation. 

(e) If instruction is delivered in the student's home, a 
parent or other adult 21 years of age or older who has been 
designated by the parent shall be present during all periods of 
home instruction. 

Amended by R.2005 d.297, effective September 6, 2005. 
See: 37 N.J.R. 1570(a), 37 N.J.R. 3295(b). 

Technical changes to (a)2; and updated N.J.A.C. cite in (b)8. 

6A:16-11.1 

Recodified in pal't from N.J.A.C. 6A:16-10.1 and amended by R.2006 
d.366, effective October 16, 2006. 

See: 38 N.J.R. 2294(a), 38 N.J.R. 441l(c). 
Section was "Student placement". Section combined with former 

N.J.A.C. 6A:16-10.2, Service requirement, and substantially amended. 
Amended by R.2014 d.047, effective March 17, 2014. 
See: 45 N.J.R. 987(a), 46 N.J.R. 505(a). 

Rewrote the section. 

Case Notes 

An Administrative Law Judge concluded that a county board of edu­
cation had violated the rights of the minor son of the petitioners by im­
posing a long-tenn out-of-school suspension on him without providing a 
fonnal hearing and written notice in compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:16-
7.3 and by failing to provide home instruction within five days of the 
stal't of that suspension as required by N.J.A.C. 6A:16-10.2(b). Even 
though the suspension as originally imposed was a shoti-term sus­
pension that was governed by the more lenient standards in N.J.A.C. 
6A:16-7.2 (and petitioners did not claim that the board had violated that 
provision), once the suspension was extended beyond the original five­
day term by the administration, the board had a duty to comply with the 
applicable regulations. Petitioners were also entitled to relief in the form 
of an order requiring the board to expunge their son's records so that 
they reflected only the original five-day suspension. L.K. & A.K. ex rei. 
L.K. v. N. Burlington Cnty. Reg'l Bd. of Educ., OAL Dkt. No. EDU 
6071-12, AGENCY Dkt. No. 92-4/12, 2014 N.J. AGEN LEXIS 38, 
Initial Decision (January 27, 2014). 

SUBCHAPTER 11. REPORTING POTENTIALLY 
MISSING, ABUSED, OR NEGLECTED CHILDREN 

6A:16-11.1 Adoption of policies and procedures 

(a) The district board of education shall develop and adopt 
policies and procedures for school district employees, vol­
unteers, or interns to provide for the early detection of 
missing, abused, or neglected children through notification of, 
reporting to, and cooperation with appropriate law enforce­
ment and child welfare authorities pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
18A:36-25 and 25.2, N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.10, and N.J.A.C. 6A:22-
4.1(d). At a minimum, the policies and procedures shall 
include: 

1. A statement indicating the importance of early de­
tection of missing, abused or neglected children; 

2. Provisions requiring school district employees, vol­
unteers, or interns to immediately notify designated child 
welfare authorities of incidents of alleged missing, abused, 
and neglected children. 

i. The person having reason to believe that a child 
may be missing or may have been abused or neglected 
may inform the principal or other designated school 
official( s) prior to notifying designated child welfare au­
thorities if the action will not delay inlmediate notifi­
cation. 

ii. The person notifying designated child welfare 
authorities shall inform the principal or other designated 
school official( s) of the notification, if such had not 
occurred prior to the notification; 

16-45 Supp. 12-15-14 
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(1) Notice to the principal or other designated 
school official(s) need not be given when the person 
believes the notice would likely endanger the reporter 
or student involved or when the person believes the 
disclosure would likely result in retaliation against the 
student or in discr:imiitation against the reporter with 
respect to his or her employment; 

3. Provisions requiring the principal or other desig­
nated school official(s) to notify designated law enforce­
ment authorities of incidents of potentially missing, abus­
ed, or neglected child situations. 

i. The school district shall identify the school 
district official(s) and his or her designees responsible 
for reporting to the designated law enforcement au­
thorities. 

ii. The school district policies and procedures shall 
be consistent with the memorandum of agreement 
between education and law enforcement authorities 
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A: 16-6.2(b )13. 

iii. Law enforcement authorities shall be notified 
about all reports by employees, volunteers, or interns 
working in the school district made pursuant to (a)2 
above; 

( 1) The notification to designated law enforce.. 
ment authorities on behalf of a student attending a 
receiving school shall be made to the law enforcement 
authorities identified in the receiving school's memo­
randum of agreement as required by N.J.A.C. 6A:16-
6.2(b)13; 

4. Under no condition shall the school district's policy 
require confirmation by another person to report the sus­
pected missing-, abused-, or neglected-child situation; 

5. Provisions for school district cooperation with desig­
nated ·child welfare and law enforcement authorities in all 
investigations of potential missing, abused, or neglected 
children including the following: 

i. Accommodations permitting the child welfare 
and law enforcement investigators to interview the stu­
dent in the presence of the school principal or other 
designated school official. 

(1) If the student is intimidated by the presence of 
the school representative, the student shall be re.. 
quested to name an employee, volunteer, or intern 
working in the school district whom he or she feels 
will be supportive and who will be allowed to accom­
pany the student during the interview; 

ii. Scheduling interviews with an employee, volun­
teer, or intern working in the school district who may 
have information relevant to the investigation; 

iii. The release of all records of the student who is 
the subject of the 'investigation that are deemed relevant 
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to the assessment or treatment of a potentially missing, 
abused, or neglected child pursuant to N.J.S.A, 18A:36-
19 and 9:8-8.40 and allowable under the Family Edu­
cation Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 34 CFR Part 
99; 

iv. The maintenance, security, and release of all con­
fidential information about potential missing, abused, or 
neglected child situations in accordance with N.J.S.A. 
18A:36-19, N.J.SA. 9:8-8.40, andN.J.A.C. 6A:32-7; 

( 1) All information regarding allegations of po­
tentially missing, abused, or neglected children re­
ported to authorities about an employee, volunteer, or 
intern working in the school district shall be con­
sidered confidential and may be disclosed only as 
required to cooperate in investigations pursuant to 
(a )2 and 3 above or by virtue of a court order. 

(A) Records pertaining to such information 
shall be maintained in a secure location separate 
from other employee personnel records and ac­
cessible only to the school district chief school ad-

. ministrator or his or her designee; 

v. The release of the student to child welfare 
authorities while school is in session when it is ne­
cessary to protect the student or take the student to a 
service provider. 

(1) Removal shall take place only after the 
principal or his or her designee has been provided, 
either in advance or at the time removal is sought, 
with appropriate documentation that the child welfare 
authority has already removed, or has appropriate 

· authority to remove, the student from his or her home, 
as specified in RJ.S.A. 9:6-8.27 through 8.30; and 

vi. The transfer to another school of a student who 
has been removed from his or her home by designated 
child welfare authorities for proper care and protection 
pursuant to N.J.SA. 9:6-8.28 and 8.29; 

6. A provision for the establishment of a school district 
liaison to designated child welfare authorities to act as the 
primary contact person between schools in the school 
district and child welfare authorities with regard to general 
information sharing, the development of mutual training 
and other cooperative efforts; 

7. A provision for designating a school district liaison 
to law enforcement authorities to act as the primary contact 
person between schools in the school district and law 
enforcement authorities, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-
6.2(b)1, consistent with the memorandum of under­
standing, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-6.2(b)13. 

i. The designation of the school district liaison 
shall be consistent with the policies and procedures es­
tablished by the district board of education for ensuring 
cooperation between school and law enforcement 
officials, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-6.2(b)l; 

u 
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8. Provisions for training employees, volunteers, and 
interns working in the school district on the school dis­
trict's policies and procedures for reporting allegations of 
missing-, abused-, or neglected-child situations. 

i. All new employees, volunteers and interns work­
ing in the school district shall receive the required infor­
mation and training as part of their orientation; 

9. Provisions regarding due process rights of an em­
ployee, volunteer, or intern working in the school district 
who has been named as a suspect in a notification to child 
welfare and law enforcement authorities regarding a 
missing-, abused-, or neglected-child situation. 

i. Temporary reassigmnent or suspension of an 
employee, volunteer, or intern working in a school dis­
trict named as a suspect pursuant to (a)2 above shall 
occur only if there is reason to believe that the life or 
health of the alleged victim or other student is in 
jeopardy due to continued contact between the school 
employee, volunteer, or intern and the student. 

ii. All references to a notification to the designated 
child welfare authorities of a potential missing-, abused-, 
or neglected-child situation involving a school district 
employee shall be removed from the employee's per-

6A:16-11.1 

sonnel records immediately following the receipt of an 
official notice from child welfare authorities that the 
allegation was unfounded pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:6-
7a;and 

10. A statement that prohibits reprisal or retaliation 
against any person who, in good faith, reports or causes a 
report to be made of a potential missing-, abused-, or 
neglected-child situation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.13. 

(b) The district board of education shall develop and adopt 
policies and procedures for school district employees, volun­
teers, or interns with reasonable cause to suspect or believe 
that a student has attempted or contemplated suicide, to report 
the information to the Department of Human Services, 
Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services, in a form 
and manner prescribed by the Division of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services pursuant to N.J.S.A. 30:9A-24.a. 

Repeal and New Rule, R.2007 d 184, effective June 4, 2007. 
See: 39 N.J.R. 294(a), 39 N.J.R. 2243(a). 
Amended by R.2014 d.047, effective March 17,2014. 
See: 45 N.J.R. 987(a), 46 N.J.R. 505(a). 

Rewrote the section. 
Administrative correction. 
See: 46 N.J.R. 2405(b). 
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