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To THE HONORABLE :

ANNUAL REPORT

OF

THE DELAWARE RIVER JOINT COMMISSION

OF

PENNSYLVANIA AND NEW JERSEY

THE LEGISLATURES OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYL-

VANIA AND THE STATE OoF NEW JErRSEY AND THE CounciL oF THE CITY OF
PHILADELPHIA.

A new twenty-four hour record for traffic over the Delaware River Bridge was set
on Sunday, July 19, 1936 with the crossing of 67,331 vehicles.
previous record of 64,667 established on July 28, 1929. Vehicular traffic of 10,614,475
in 1936 surpassed that of 1935 by 457,546, or 4.50 per cent.

This exceeded the

Receipts, swelled by $61,080.89 from operation of the rail transit line since June 7,
1936, showed an increase from $2,899,563.25 in 1935 to $3,067,067.87 in 1936, or 5.80
per cent. The year was the best in receipts since 1932. Traffic, receipts and expenses
since the opening of the bridge on July 1, 1926 are as follows:

Year Traffic Gross Receipts Expenses Net Receipts
1936 10,614,475 $3,067,967.87 $461,260.86 $2,606,707.01
1935 10,156,929 2,899,563.25 441,146.59 2,458,416.66
1934 9,981,615 2,846,116.26 429,412.63 2.416,708:63
1933 9,886,705 2,820,018.71 418,516.46 2,401,502.25
1932 10,804,557 3,091,576.91 456,397.44 2,635,179.47
1931 12,308,225 30479, 387.08 430,856.72 3,048,081.21
1930 12,285,359 3,517,730.64 500,597.53 3,017,L33.11
1929 11,615,609 3,331,754.46 398,496.20 2,933,258.26
1928 0,725,470 2,827,786.83 378,590.01 2,449,196.82
1927 8,593,201 2,435,784.40 346,678.59 2,093,921.89
1926 (15 year) 4,137,674 1,110,108.38 158,109.47 046,682.83

Included in the 1936 expenses are $20,707.11, cost of repaving the suspended spans
for the first time since the opening of the bridge; and $6,220.63 covering installation
of a passenger elevator in the Administration Building.

Passenger automobiles increased by 5.04 per cent and trucks, by 10.21 per cent.

A falling-off of 1.38 per cent in buses and 10.63 per cent in motorcycles was noted.
Traffic was made up of 86.33 per cent passenger automobiles; 11.19 per cent buses;
2.11 per cent large trucks and .37 per cent motorcycles and miscellaneous including the
three horse-drawn vehicles which passed over the bridge.

Monthly average receipts were $255,647.32 and daily average receipts, $8,387.80.
Monthly average traffic was 884,539; daily average traffic, 29,001. August was the
peak month with 1,220,337 and February, the low with 541,103.
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RaiL TransiT LiNE OPENS

The rail transit line across the bridge extending the subway system of Philadelphia
into Camden was completed and opened to traffic on June 7, 1936. The line was
formally dedicated with appropriate ceremonies the preceding day. The cost of the
rail transit line, at the end of 1936, was $10,697,244.80. The Federal Emergency
Administration of Public Works paid as grant $1,879,433.40 and there is still due to
the Commission from this source an additional $460,098.94. Government grant pay-
ments during 1936 totaled $1,535,613.76.

Construction of the rail trans't project was begun February 23, 1934 with the
breaking of ground on the Philadelphia side. Cost of the project included building of
a subway in Philadelphia from Eighth and Race Streets to the bridge, laying of rails on
the bridge and building a subway in Camden to a point adjacent to the Broadway Station
of the Pennsylvania-Reading Seashore Lines, together with constructing stations at
Franklin Square in Philadelphia; City Hall and Broadway stations in Camden.

The first test train crossed the bridge on April 10, 1936. The line carried 23,360
passengers on the opening day, June 7th. This record was not exceeded during the
remainder of the year although 22,435 passengers crossed on Thursday, June 25th when
the Mardi Gras of the Democratic Convention was held in Philadelphia. The patron-
age averaged 354,177 monthly and 11,920 daily. In December, the daily average was
14,965. 'This fell far below est'mates made prior to the opening of the line when it

SHOWING REALIGNMENT OF SEVENTH STREET

FRANKLIN SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA
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was believed bus business of the bridge would be cut down by seventy-five per cent and

bus riders transfer to the rail transit line. "The number of buses was reduced but
slightly after the line went into operation. The Commission had estimated that revenue
from bus tolls would be lessened by $375,000 but the traveling public evidenced a
desire to continue with the buses.

One objection raised to the rail line is the necess'ty of transferring at Eighth and
Market Streets, Philadelphia to the Market Street subway in order to reach the central
part of the city. This objection will be largely overcome with completion of the Locust
Street subway which is expected in 1937.

In connection with the building of the transit line, the Commission widened Race
Street, between Franklin and Eighth, for the use of vehicular traffic and extended Sev-
enth Street through Franklin Square to obviate the necessity of turning Seventh Street
traffic west into Race Street. This removed a particularly dangerous source of con-
gestion.

Contracts for construction of the transit line, all of which have been completed,
were as follows:

Amount
Earned

$1,027,551.44

For
Philadelphia section of subway

Number Contractor

1 Builders, Incorported .............Philadelphia section of subway......

2 The Marcus Contracting Co., Inc....First Camden section of subway..... 1,382,081.22
3 Triest Contracting Corporation..... Second Camden section of subway.... 1,045821.12
4 Turner Construction Company...... Concrete deck for trackways on bridge 73,941.44
5 Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co...Furnishing and erecting mercury-arc
power rectifier equipment, transformers
and switch gear in Philadelphia and
Camdenisub=stations ' . gLl U 374,141.84
6 E. R. Morehouse Company, Inc...... Trackwork-and contact rail. ... . 55 716,024.00
7A Turner Construction Company...... Philadelphia sub-station building. ... 76,499.05
7C Turner Construction Company...... Camden sub-station building......... 66,406.15
8« The ] G -Brill i Company. s . i 5580 Construction of twenty-six steel pas-
SENZETTCATS i e Ll re b kb er e g 1,365,798.62
9 W.V.Pangborne and Company, Inc..Sub-station control equipment and
power distribution system........... 319,932.70
10A Union Switch and Signal Company..Installation of block signaling and in-
terlocking - equipment =0t g B d 593,207.60
a1 - Ralph SieHerzog re o wnint Sisles Station finish and control equipment..  184,828.97
12 Riggs Distler and Company........ Subway: lighting L a¥ e ar oot oa 58,140.30
13: = W M EANnderson s St cn sl S Pumps, plumbing, sewage ejectors and
Heating ' Ruitritemt e e at e e 20,533.78
14 Westinghouse Electric Elevator
Company. s & =o sy Ay Tt SN, Moving stairway for Broadway Station 26,950.00
15 Kaufman Construction Company....Miscellaneous equipment and work. .. 54,574.69
76 . “Union-Paving: Company... . sosei. Repaving in Philadelphia and Camden 44,999.78

$7,431,432.70

Suits were brought by Builders, Incorporated, The Marcus Contracting Company,

Incorporated and E. R. Morehouse Company, Incorporated for amounts over and be-
yond contract provisions. These were still in litigation at the end of the year.

A number of property owners in Camden brought suit jointly against the Com-
mission and The Marcus Contracting Company, Incorporated for alleged damage to
buildings along the line of the subway. In the three cases tried, non-suits were granted
by the court to the Commission. Similar suits have been instituted by owners against
the Commission and the Triest Contracting Corporation jointly but none was brought
to trial during the year.




The New Jersey Supreme Court, in March, upheld the Commission’s contention
that the building of a subway in Camden was for the benefit of the public and that owners
of abutting properties could not collect damages from the Commission by reason of occu-
pation of the street. The Court’s decision was affirmed by the New Jersey Court of
Errors and Appeals in October.

Lease RunNs To JUNE

The lease of the rail transit line to the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company ex-
pires June 30, 1937 but extends for a successive period of four vears unless terminated
by either party four months prior to that date. The lease further provides that either

DELAWARE RIVER BRIDGE.
DIVIS 'ON . OF. OPERATING COSTS.

ToL Division.
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235 %
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PoLice 2076 %
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3
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the Commission or the Company shall have the right to end the lease forthwith if the
Company ceases to operate the Broad Street subway and the Ridge Avenue-Eighth Street
subway with which the bridge line connects. The lease of the Broad Street and Ridge
Avenue-Eighth Street subways by the City of Philadelphia to the Company also expires
June 30, 1937. The City gave notice late in 1936 that the lease would not be renewed
on the existing terms.

To obtain additional funds for the building of the line, the Commission, on April
17, 1936, sold $500,000 bridge bonds at 113.816 and accrued interest to a syndicate.
At the end of the year, $37,720,0c0 Commission bonds were outstanding. In the two
preceding years, the Commission redeemed $400,000 bonds and found no necessity to
issue the $2,880,000 balance of the authorized $41,000,000 issue of 1933. Under agree-
ment with the Government for the financing of the transit line, $2,842,000 of the un-
issued bonds must be cancelled. During 1936, the Commission paid interest amounting
to $1,477,842.59.

On May 15, 1936, the Comm’ssion awarded Contract No. 16 to the Union Paving
Company for the repaving of streets in Philadelphia and Camden above the subway in
the amount of $52,578.25.

On January 17, 1936, Contract No. BA-2 was awarded to the Otis Elevator Com-
pany for installation of a passenger elevator in the Administration Building. The con-
tract amount was $3,744 but auxiliary work performed by the Commission’s own forces
brought the total cost to $6,220.63.

On April 17, 1936, the Union Paving Company was awarded Contract No. 21-C
for repaving the suspended spans and certain parts of the Camden Plaza at a total cost
of $20,707.11. This work was performed without interruption of traffic.

On October 26, 1936, the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works
allotted $64,395 to the Commission representing forty-five per cent of the cost of erecting
a Maintenance Building, including workshop and garage, at Fourth and Linden Streets,
Camden. This offer was accepted by the Commission on November 27th and bids for
construction of the building were immediately advertised. On December 18, 1936, the
following contracts were awarded by the Commission :

Number Contractor For Amount
BA-6" Henry-E: Baton, Incorporated:  Bullding ol amn i s e sl $99,200
BA-7 Harry Knecht Company.......... Plumbing, Heating and Ventilating....... 13,524
BA-8: “Strangi Electric:iCompany;. Inc.. .. .Electrical swork /i s mruiden v Lin i nls 5,099

The contractors were ordered to begin work December 31, 1936. The building
will house all the Commission’s maintenance equipment and workshops.

On October 2nd and 3rd, the Commission was represented at a conference of the
Interstate Commission on the Delaware River Basin at Shawnee-on-the-Delaware
called to consider the problem of removing pollution of the Delaware River. The
cooperation of this Commission was pledged.

CHANGES IN COMMISSION

On December 5, 1936, Commissioners J. Willison Smith who served since April
19, 1929 and William H. Folwell, serving since September 16, 1927, resigned. Gov-
ernor Earle appointed in their places Messrs. John B. Kelly and John A. McCarthy.
On December 11, 1936, Governor Earle announced that he had removed from office
Commissioners Thomas B. Smith and Richard Weglein, who have served from Decem-

ber 12, 1919 and June 9, 1921 respectively, and appointed in their places Messrs. James
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P. Clark and Edward Browning, Jr. Mr. Smith and Mr. Weglein challenged the
legal authority of the Governor to remove them contending that they were appointed
by the Legislature.

The subject of changing toll rates for passenger cars and light trucks was delib-
erated upon. On December 29, 1936, a special committee appointed by the Commission
on December 18, 1936 to study the subject recommended that the twenty-five cent rate
for these classifications be reduced to twenty cents. A special meeting of the Commission
was set for January 15, 1937 to take final action.

During 1936, thirty-seven minor accidents were reported on the bridge; forty-
eight arrests were made; nine fires were extinguished without serious damage; one
suicide occurred and disabled cars totaling five hundred nine were removed.

The Delaware River Joint Commission invites the Legislatures of Pennsylvania
and New Jersey and the Council of the City of Philadelphia to inspect the bridge at
any time.

Respectfully submitted,

THE DELAWARE RIVER JOINT COMMISSION

GEOrRGE H. EARLE, Chairman Joux B. Kartgs, Vice-Chairman
S. Davis WiLson Frank L. SUPLEE

Frank E. Barpwin
CHARLES A. WATERS
Joun B. KELLy
Jou~n A. McCarTHY

I. Norwoop Griscom
Lucius E. Hirgs
ArtHUR C. KINng

Epwarp BrowNING, JR. Barton F. SHarp
James P. CLArRk ALFRED COOPER
I'nomas B. Smith A. MAATLACK STACKHOUSE

RicHArRD WEGLEIN
Josepn K. CosteLro, General Manager

December 31, 1936.
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS FOR CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 1936

RECEIPTS:

Toll receipts
Rentals

LEss:

GRross OPERATING INCOME

$3,007,053.25
54,762.83
5,925.72
384.37

$3,068,126.17

Federal Reserve Bank corrections of Camden Safe
Deposit and Trust Company’s cash

Ticket refunds

158.30

$3,067,967.87

ExXPENSES: (Operating) :
Salatiesati d i s e e e $338,069.70
Ioquipnient o e e v S ol SRl et 1,082.72
Supplies: <0 s sas srmush S e e 11,458.10
Repairsia g st St i s el e d e BI1.342:53
Miscellaneous (including light and heat) .  52,371.03
Insurance  (CAll:Risk)&vc v v e o o 16,666.68
Insurance J(Employees)i.. Sioi & i 1,261.72

(Non-operating expenses paid from

Operating Income) :

New construction and relocations. .. . ...

Port development

Use and Occupancy insurance

ToraL EXPENSES

Interest on bonds accrued 1/1/36 to 12/31/36

NON-OPERATING INCOME :

$453,152.48

$6,220.63

195.15
1,602.60

461,260.86

$2,606,707.01
1,477,842.59

INET: OPERATING ENCOME 127 i fif o adi o $1,128,864.42

Sinking Fund—Iess net premium paid— $7,031.25............ 14,323.44
Surplus Fund—Iess net premium paid— 16,406.26............ 37,202.14
INETHENCOMES, it s e $1,180,390.00
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS FOR CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 1936 — Continued

INETHINCOMIEE S S MR Do e i B Sl i Se B e s $1,180,390.00
DisposiTioN oF NET INCOME:

Accruals Included in O perations—not yet paid :
Interest on bonds accrued 9/1 to 12/31/36—to

betpaidis/in/ 37 it i e o L $534,366.67
All Risk and Income insurance accrued—paid in

PRIOTHDELIOtats el comi et st i e 18,359.28

$552,725.95
Less: Sinking Fund Income accruals

to 1)/ In/360 $5,890.83
Surplus Fund Income accruals
{0 B2/ 3/ 300 s 10,838.54

e 1.790.37
————  535,996.58

ToraL IncoMe ExcLupinGg AccrualLs. .. ... $1,716,386.58
Sinking: Bund appropriations’: oo e $256,287.25
Surplus Eund-appropsiations &t 622,130.28
Appropriations to aid in financing the High-Speed
liransityProjecta iy i T e e 235,343-79
Appropriations to aid in financing the Maintenance
Buildingies it ana . Jo o taR e o 81,209.15
$1,234,970.47
Less: Refunds of N. J. gasoline taxes paid....... 141.18
“FoTATL OF INCOME EXPENDED G = 0 ol o 1,234,829.29

$481,557.29

Add: Cash balance carried over from 12/31/35..... $720,746.88
Less: Interest on bonds accrued 9/1 to 12/
21 /835pald 31 /30 e 530,116.67

—_— 190,630.21

UNExPENDED CasH BALANCE—12/31/36... $672,187.50
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