














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































196 Robert W. Helm—Direct.

Robert IW. Helm, a witness produced on behalf of the
defendant, being duly sworn according to law on his
cath, saith:

Direct Examunation, by Mr. Silzer.

Q. Mr. Helm, you are the deputy county clerk?

oS amm:

Q. How long have you been in the county clerk’s
office? A. Since 1867.

Q. And as such have you had charge of the maps
and books and etc. of the office? A. I have.

Q. I ask you to produce map number 93. How
long have you known that map to be in the possession
of the county clerk? A. 1 can’t give any dates.

Q. Been there ever since you were there? 4. Well,
[ can say thirty years. I can fix that.

Q. And from the number, Mr. Helm, what have you
to say as to whether that is an ancient map or not?’

A. This is a copy. This is not the original.

Q. And the original, what has become of the original?

A. Tt is in the office. It is very much dilapitated.

Q. This was made as a reproduction of the original
for the purpose of preserving your files? A. It was.

Q. Under an act of the Legislature? 4. Yes, sir.

0. Is this, or not, an old map? A. It is an old map.

Mr. Silzer: We offer it in evidence.

Mr. Strong: I object. I don’t see that it has
anything to do with the present case.

The Court: Let me see what it is. What is the
relevancy of it, Senator?

Mr. Silzer: The relevancy is that Rahway ave-
nue is shown on that map, a map dated 1828, and
Rahway avenue is shown to be of a uniform width
throughout its whole length, from the Ferry up
to the Blazing Star road, passing this very
property. No kinks or shortenings in it of any
kind.

The Court: Is this the bend here? Which is
supposed to be the bend in front of the Crowell

property ?
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Mr. Watson: There is none. This is the Blazing
Star road.

The Court: "Yes:

Mr. Watson: Colwell is about in here.

The Court: Then this is the bend.

Mr. Silzer: Yes, that is it. Here is the Blazing
Star road, and here is the road comes down past
our property.

The Court: There is no objection that this is
not the original, Mr. Strong?

Mr. Strong: Oh, no; if the original is admissi-
ble T take this in place of the original. The origi-
nal, as I understand it, is dilapidated, and ought
not to be used. You see that is another map made
for the purposes of speculation, laying off a certain
tract of land there. It is not shown to have been
made out by any owner of the property now in
controversy ; it does not appear who did it ;and
none of the conveyances in the Colwell tract refer
in any way to that map. Moreover, you see the
width of the avenue as given there is such a
small scale, that nothing can be gathered from the
width of it by scaling.

The Court: I have very much doubt about the
admissibility of this map, unless we have some-
thing more about its autﬁorship.

Mr. Silzer: This is an ancient map, and been in
the county clerk’s office for apparently seventy or
eighty years; an ancient map.

The Court: Does it follow that every map

which is put in a record office, irrespective of its

origin and former custody, comes into evidence as
showing the delineation of streets and roads?

Mr. Silzer: I understand ancient maps, which
have been put upon the records for many, many
years, and upon which it is apparently laid out in
lots, and lots sold upon, are admissible.

The Court: There is nothing of that kind here.

Mr. Silzer: T have seen old maps admitted in
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