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W HEREA.S all ·the constitutional authority, ·ever posses-sed 'by the 
':Jdngs of Great Britain. over these Colonies, or their other dominions, was, by com .. 
,pact, derived from the people, , and held of them fpr the common interest of the 
whole society ; allegiance and protection are, ,in the 'nature of things, reciprocal 
·ties, each equally . depending :upon the other, and ,liable to be ,dissolved by the 
'other's being rdused or ,withdrawn. And whereas George the third, king of 
Great Britain, has refase<l protection to the good pe0ple of these Colonies ; and, 
'by assenting to sundry acls of the British ·Parliament, attempted to subject them 
to the absolute dominion of that body ; and has also made war upon them in. the 
most cruel and unnatural manner, for no other cause than asserting their just 
rights ; all civil authority under him is necessarily at an end, and a dissolution of 
government in each Colony has consequently taken place. 

AND WHEREAS i11 the present deplorable situation of these Colonies, ex .. 
posed to the fury of a cruel and relentless enemy, some form of government is 
absolutely necessary, not only for the preservation of good order, but also the 
-more effectually to unite the people, and enable them to exert their whole force 
in their own necessary defe11ce ; and as the honorable the Continental congress, the 
supreme council of the American Colonies, has advised such of the Colonies as 
have not yet gone into the measure, to adopt for themselves respeltive]y such go-
vernment, as shall'best -conduce to their own happiness and safety, and the well be, 
ing of America in general ; we, the representatives of the Colony of New Jersey, 
having ·been decled -by all the counties in tfae freest manner, and in congress as-
_sembled, have, after mature deliberation, · agreed upon a set of charter rights, 
and -the form of a ,constitution, in manner following, . Videlicet : 

13overnmmt, in I. Tu.AT the government of this province shall be vested in a governor, legis-
whom vested . lative council, and general assembly. 

Time of electi on of II. T11AT the said legislative council and assembly shall be chosen, for the 
tlie fim legislature. first time, on the second Tuesday of August next ; the members whereof shaU 

be the same in number and qualifications as is herein after mentim1.ed ; and shall 
he and remain vested with all the powers and authority to _be held by any future 
legislative council and assembly of this Colony, until the second Tuesday in OcD 
tober, which will he in the year of our Lord, one thousand, seven hundred and 
seventy seven . 

Time of annual el-. 
ec 'tio ns of me mbe r s for 
subseq11ent legisl at -
ure s ; t hei r n umbe r, 
and qualificatio ns, 

III. THAT on the said second Tuesday in October, yearly and every year for 
ever, (wi~h the privilege of adjourning from d:ay to day as occasion may ;,equire) 
the colmties shall severally choose one person to be a member of the legislative 
council of this Colony, who shall be and have been, for one whole year next be-

fore 
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fore the declion, an inhabitant and freeholder in the cotmty, in which he is chos-
en, and worth at least one thousand pounds, proclamation money, of real and per-
sonal estate within the same c0unty : that, at the same time, each county shall 

· also choose thre::e members of assembly.; provided, that no person shall be en .. 
titled to a seat in the said assembly, unless he be and have been, for one whole 
year next before the election, an inhabitant of the .county he is to represent, and 
worth five hundred pounds, proclamation money, in -real and personal estate in 
the same county : that, on the second Tuesday next •after the day of eleltion, the 
council and assembly shall separately meet; and that the consent of ·both houses 
shall be necessary to every law, provided, that seven shall be a quorum of the 
-council for doing business ; and that no law shall pass, unless there be ca majori~ 
ty of all the representatives -9f ,each body personally presem and agreeing thereto • 
. P.RovrnEn ALWAYS, That if a majority -of the representatives of this province 9 

in ,council and general 2.ssembly -convened, shall, ,at any time or times hereafter, 
judge it equitable and proper to add •to or diminish the number or proportion of 
the members 0f the assembly for any county or counties ·in this Colony, then, and 
in such case, the same may, on the principles of more equal -representation, be 
lawfully done, any thing in this charter to the contrary notwithstanding ; so that 
the whole numbe.r of representatives in assembly shall no-t at any .time be less 
than thirty nine. 

1V. -'.THA T all inhabitants of this Colony, of full age, who are worth :fifty 
pounds., proclamation money, chiar estate in the same, and have resided within 
. the county in which they claim a vote for twelve months immediately preceding 
the election, shall be entitled to vote for representatives in council and assembly ; 
and also for all other public officers that shall he eledecl b_y the people of the 
.county at largep 

V. THA ".r the assembly when met, -shall have power to cboose a -speaker, and 
,other their officers ; to be judges of the qualifications and elections of their own 
1nembers ; sit upon their own adjournments ; prepare bills to be passed into laws.; 
and to empower their speaker to .convene them, whenever any .extraordinary oc-
,currence shall render it necessary. 

VI. THAT the counci'l shall also have power to prepare -biT1s to pass into faws, 
:and have other ,like .powers as the assembly, and in all respecls be a free and in-
,dependent branch .of the legislature of this Colony.; save only, that they shall not 
_prepare or alter any money bill, which shall he the _privilege 0-of ,the assembly.; 
that the council shall from time to time, be convened -by the goven1or or vice 
:president, but must be convened at all times when the assembly sits ; for which 
purpose, the speaker of ,the house of assembly shall always immediately after ar1 
adjournment give notice to the governo.r, or vice president, of the .time and place 
to which the house is adjourned. 

VIL THAT the council and assembly jointly at their first meeth1g., aftei- each 
annual election, shall, by a majority of votes, -elect some fit person within the Co-
lony to be a governor for <me year, who shall be constant president of the c0tm-
,cil, and have a casting vote in their proceedings ; and that the council themselves 
shall choose a vice president, who shall act as such in .the -absence of .the gover-
nor~ 

vu. 
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VIII. THAT tbe governor, or, in his absence, the vke president of the 'Co1mcil 
shall have the supreme executive power, be chancellor of the colony, and act as 
captain general :and commander in chief of all the militia, and other military force 
in this Colony ; and that any three or more of the council shall 1 at a11 tims, be a· 
privy council to advise the governor in all cases, where he may find it necessary 
to consult them ; and that the governor he ordinary or surrogate general. 

Powers of the go-
vernor. 

Privy r·,rnncil; their 
nu rnbe;·, and of w bom 
to consist. 

IX. THAT the governor and council (seven whereof shall be a quorum) be the 
-court of appeals in the last resort in all causes of law- as heretofore ; and that 
they possess the power of granting pardons to criminals after condemnation, in all 
cases of treason, felony or other offences. 

X. THAT captains, and all other inferior officers of the militia 1 shall be chosen 
by 

Court of a ppe319 

how composed, and 
tMeir pow~rs, 

MiJ;tia officers, how 
to be d111sc:n. 
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· -by the· companies in the respective counties ; but field and general officers, by the 
.council and -assembly. 

XL T1tAT the icoHnc-il •and assembly shall have power to make the great seal 
•of this Colony, which shall be kept by the governor, or, in his absence, by the 
vice president of the council, to be used by them as occasion may require ; and 
,it shall be called, the ,great seal of the Colony of New-Jersey . 

_, XII. Tl'M T - thejudge-s of the supreme court shall continue in office for se~en 
·years, the judges of -the inferior court of common pleas in the several counues., 
1ustices of. the peace, clerks of the supreme court, clerks of the inferior courts of 
. .comn:10n pleas, .and quarter sesBions, the attorney general and provincial secretary, 

. eShall continue in• office for five years, and the provincial treasurer shall continue 
.in office for one year ; ancl that they shall be severaUy appointed by the council 
··. and aisernbly in manner aforesaid, and commissioned by the governor, or, in his 
,absence,· by the vice president of the council. PROVIDED ALWAYS, That the said 

Capable of bc:ing •officers· sev~ally shall be ca1:>able of being re-appointed at the end of the terms se-. re-appointed, and li-
able t0 be dismissed verally before limited ; and that any of the said officers shall be liable to be dis-
for misbehaviour. missed, when adjudged _ guilty of misbehaviour by the council on an impeachment 

of the assembly . 

. , Sheritfr and c6ro- "XIII. "fHAT the inhabitants of each cou·nty, qualified to Vote as aforesaid, shall, 
nns, when and by at the time and place of electiflg their representatives, annually eleel: one sheriff , 
whom to lie elected. 

and one or·1more coroners ; · and that they ·may re-eleel: the . same person to such 

Constables and com-
. ~ is,ioners of appeai 
m cases ·of "taxation, 
h•w · to -lie-1.hs>jen, 

Style 6£ faws. 

Cornmissiot1s · and 
wrrt5, how to run . 

Indictments, how 
to i;;onch.1de. 

Ci'iminal., their pri-
vileges. 

Estates of persoBs 
destroying thentsel ves, 
not to be forfeited; but 
to descend . 

Fi ee exercise o! '-i·e-
!igi,m. 

-0:ffices, ut1til he shall fo1ve se.rved three years, but no longer ; after which, three 
years shall elapse before the , same person is capable of being ele&ed again. Whea 
the election is certified -to the governor or vice president, under the hands of six 
freeholders of the county for which they were ·elected, they shall be immediately 
l{:8mmissioned to "serve in their respective offices. 

XIV. TiftfT the townships, at their atmua1 town meetings for electing ,other of< 
ficers, shall choose constables for the districts respectively ; and also three or 
more judicious freepolders of 1good characler, tG> hear and finally determine all ap-, 
peals relative to unjust assessments in cases of publ ic taxation ; which commiss i .. 
oners of appeal shall, for ·that purpose, sit at sorhe suitable time or times 'to_ be by 

-.them appointed, and made known to the people by advertisements" . t 
XV.· TH':A'.1" the laws 0f 'this 'Cofon:y shall ·begin in the following style, viz . . 13E 

· l"T ENAC :tE D by -ihe Council and Gener,1l Assembiy of this Colony, and it is ht:reby 'en-acted 
b.,.'V the authority ofthe same. That all commissions, granted by the 'governor -or vice -
ptesiclent, shall run thus----" The Colony of New~}ersey to A . B. &c. greeting:" 
' and that all writs shall likewise run in the name of the ·Colony : and that all in -
di8ments shall conclude 111 _ th~ f~llowi?g manner, viz. " -Against the _peace of this 
Colon.y, the gover11mer:it and d1gmty of the same." 

. 'XVI. THAT : all ~rhnirraJs shall be admitted"tb'the'same priviieg-es·of witnesse'S 
atHlcounsd, as then· prosecutors are :or sha11 be entitled to. 

· XVII. TnAT ,the estases _of sttch persons ·as shall'de ,stroy the .ir own lives -shall 
not, for that offence, be f~rfeited ; but_ sh~ll descend in the same manner as they 
.-wo:1ld have do.ne_ · had s1;ch persons died m a natural way ; nor shall any article , 
which may occas10n accidentally the death ,of any one, he hence fotth deert1ed a. 
·deodand, or in any wise forfeiwd on 'account of such misfortune. , 

. ~VIII. ·:r_H'A T no person. sh_a:n ever ~ithin "this colony be deprived ·of the ines ~ 
'}1:11able pnv:lege of ·wo~sh1ppmg Almighty God in 'a manner agreeable to the 
dicta tes of his own c0nsc1~nce:: ; nor tinder ·any pretence whatseever , compelled to 
attend ,any pl~c~ of :vorsh1p, contrary to hi_s own faith and judgment ; nor shall 
any person Wlthm thrs Colony, ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes or any othe 1• 
rates,· for :the p_urpose of buildi1:g or repairing any 'church or churches, place or 
places of W?rsh1p, or fo_r the mamtena ,nce of any minister or ministry, contrary to 
what he beheves to be right, or has deliberately or voluntarily engaged himself to 
perform. 

XIX. 'THA 1,' 
I. 

II 
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X1X. THAT there shall b~ no est0-blishment of any one te-ligious sea in this 
province in preference to another; and that no protestant inhabitant of this c·oio · 
ny shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, merely on account of his re~ 
ligious principles ; but t'hat all persons, professing a belief in the faith of any 
protestant sect, who shall demean themselves peaceably under the government as 
hereby established, shall be capable of being elected into any office of profit or 
trust, or being a member of either branch of the legislature, and shall fully and 
freely enjoy every privilege and immunity enjoyed by ' others their fellow subjecls. 

No establishment of 
om: religious sect ia 
prderence tQ ~rwtbn 

XX. THAT the legislative department of this Colony may, as much as possible, 
be preserved from all suspicion of corruption, none of the judges of the supreme 
or other court, sheriffs, or any other person or persons possessed of any post 
of profit under the government, other than jmnices of the peace, shall be entitled 
to a seat in assembly ; but that, on his being elected. and taking hi5 .sear, his of-
fice or post shall be considered as vacant-. 

XXI. THA '.t all the laws of this province, contain(!d in the edition lately pub~ 
lished by l\!Ir. Allinson, shall be and remain in full force, until altered by the le-
gislature of this Colony, ( such only excepted. as are incompitable with this char-
ter) and shall be, according as heretofore, regarded in all respects by all civil 
officer-s, and others, the ,good people of this province. 

xxn. TI!A '1' the common la\V of England, as well as so IUUch of the statut~ 
law, as l1nve been heretofore pratl:ised in this Colony, shall still remain in force,· 
until they shall be altered by a future law of the legislatur e ; such parts only 
excep,ted, as are repugnant to the rights and privileges contained in this charter; 
and that the inestimable right of trial by jury shall remain confirmed, as a part of 
the la~ of this <;olony, without repeal, for ever. 

What officer~ shall 
be excluded from hold-
ing seat'.' in the .gene ... 
,:-al assembly. 

What iegislative ilts 
to be in ;force. 

Common ~i;d st2tute 
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XXIII. 'THAT every person, who shall be eleEl:ed as aforesaid, to be a mem- Oath to be taken by 
ber of the legislative council, or house of assembly, shall, previous to his taking the members of thel,"' 
his seat in council or assembly, take the following oath or affirmation, viz. " I~ gisht'.lre. 
A. B. do solemnly declare, that, as a 1:nember ·of the legislative . council or as-
sembly ( as the case may be) of the Colony of New-Jersey~ I will not assent to 
any law, vote or proceeding, which shall appear to me injurious to the pnblic 
welfare of said Colony; nor that shall annul or repeal that part of the third sec~ 
tion in the charter of this Colony, which establishes, that the elections of merii~ 
bers of the legislative council and assembly shall be annual ; nor that part of the 
twenty second section in said charter, respecting the trial by jury; nor th,at shall 
annul, repeal, or alter any _part or parts of the eighteenth or I}ineteenth sections 
of the same." And any person or persons, who shall be elected as aforesaid, 
is hereby empowered to administer to the said membern the said oath or affi.rc 
mation. 

P1wv rDED AL w AYS, and it is the true intent and meaning ef this Congress, That if a 
reconciliation between Great Britain and these Colonies should take place, arid 
the latter be again taken under the protection and government of . the crown of 
Great Britain, this charter shall be null and void, otherwise to remain firm and 
inviolable. 

IN PROVINCIAL C0Nc1rnss, NEw•.JERSEY, 

Burlington, July 2, 1776. 

BY ORDER of CoNGREss, 

SAMUEL TUCKER, President .• 

. Extract from the Jlfinutes, 
\,VrLL!AM PATERSON, Secretary. 
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