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Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Signs Bills Expanding
Rights and Protections for New Jersey’s
LGBTQ Community

TRENTON – Governor Phil Murphy today signed three bills that will provide critical protections to New Jersey’s
LGBTQ community. Senate Bill No. 478 will allow for the issuance of amended birth certificates for people who have
undergone a change in gender, Senate Bill No. 493 will allow gender identity to be reflected on death certificates, and
Senate Bill No. 705 will establish a Transgender Equality Task force.

“Today is an important day for New Jersey as we continue to strive toward equality for all of our residents,
regardless of sex or gender expression,” said Governor Murphy. “Allowing vital records to match gender identity is
an important step forward that will allow transgender individuals to control the disclosure of their transgender
status. And by creating a Transgender Equality Task Force, New Jersey can ensure that all residents receive the
protections they deserve. New Jersey will continue to stand with our LGBTQ residents in the continued pursuit of
similar rights nationwide.”

"I am immensely proud of Governor Murphy for not only standing with our community, but also seeing that equality
reaches everyone in New Jersey. Transgender people have long stood in solidarity with LGB people and here at
Garden State Equality we make sure nobody is left behind,” said Christian Fuscarino, Executive Director of
Garden State Equality.

S478 is designated as the Babs Siperstein Law, recognizing transgender advocate Babs Siperstein for her tireless
advocacy efforts related to protecting transgender individuals and expanding rights for LGBTQ New Jerseyans.

S478 was sponsored by Senator Joe Vitale, Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, Assemblywoman Valerie
Huttle, Assemblyman Reed Gusciora, Assemblyman Andrew Zwicker, and Assemblyman Nick Chiaravalloti.

S493 was sponsored by Senator Vitale, Senator Nia Gill, Assemblywoman Huttle, Assemblyman Tim Eustace,
Assemblyman Nancy Pinkin, Assemblywoman Mila Jasey.

S705 was sponsored by Senator Teresa Ruiz, Senator Vitale, Assemblywoman Huttle, Assemblyman Eustace,
Assemblywoman Pinkin, and Assemblywoman Jasey.
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