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TO THE MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE: 

IT IS MY HONOR AND CONSTITUTIONAL DUTY TO REPORT TO YOU ON 

THE CONDITION OF THE STATE, 

I DO SO WITH AN ENTHUSIASTIC MESSAGE OF WELCOME TO SPEAKER 

HARDWICK AND HIS NEW REPUBLICAN MAJORITY AND TO SENATE 

PRESIDENT RUSSO, I LOOK FORWARD TO FACING THE CHALLENGES AHEAD 

WITH YOU, TOGETHER, AT THE SAME TIME, I WOULD LIKE TO OFFER MY 

PERSONAL THANKS AND GOOD WISHES TO ASSEMBLYMAN KARCHER AND 

SENATOR ORECHIO, YOU HAVE SERVED THE STATE WELL AS LEADERS. 

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO WELCOME MY TWO DISTINGUISHED 

PREDECESSORS, GOVERNOR CAHILL AND GOVERNOR HUGHES, 

I AM PROUD TO REPORT TODAY THAT NEW JERSEY IS STRONG AND 

HEALTHY. THE STATE OF THE STATE IS GOOD. 
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3.5 MILLION NE~ JERSEYANS ARE AT WORK TODAY --- MORE THAN 

AT ANY OTHER TIME IN OUR STATE'S HISTORY. 

OUR STANDARD OF LIVING IS HIGHER THAN 47 OTHER 

STATES. 

WE HAVE RISEN TO FIFTH IN THE NATION IN TOURISM. FOURTH 

IN FOREIGN INVEST~iENT. OUR LEADERSHIP IN HIGH TECHNOLOGY IS 

EARNING US THE TITLE OF "SILICON VALLEY OF THE EAST." 

NOT CONTENT TO REST ON OUR LAURELS J NEW JERSEY HAS MOVED 

CONFIDENTLY WHERE OTHER STATES DARE NOT 

TREAD. 

IN THE YEAR PASTJ WE PUT IN PLACE THE FIRST LAW TO PREVENT 

THE ACCIDENTAL RELEASE OF TOXIC CHEMICALS INTO THE AIR. WE 

RA ISED OUR START ING TEACHERS SALAR IES TO THE HIGHEST IN THE 

COUNTRY, WE BECAME THE FIRST STATE TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST THE 

EVIL THAT IS APARTHEID. 
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AS 1986 BEG I NS, NEW JERSEY I S A LEADER I THE PEOPLE WE 

REPRESENT KNOW IT, 

AS I TRAVELED ACROSS THE STATE LAST YEAR, I SAW NEW JERSEY 

PRIDE EVERYWHERE, 

I SAW NEW JERSEY PRIDE ON THE STREETS OF NEWARK, AS A 

GROUP OF CITIZENS WORKED TO REBUILD A NEIGHBORHOOD, I SAW NEW 

JERSEY PRIDE LAST MONTH, IN THE SMILES OF HUDSON COUNTY 

HISPANIC CHILDREN WHO DECORATED OUR CHRISTMAS TREE. I SAW NEW 

JERSEY PRIDE IN CHERRY HILL, AS POLICE~1EN WORKED THROUGH THE 

YEAR TO MAKE SURE THAT THE HAND I CAPPED CH I LOREN HAD A GOOD 

HOLIDAY, " 

I SAW NEW JERSEY PR I DE I N MANY PLACES AND I N MANY FACES, 

BUT ALWAYS THE I NGRED I ENTS WERE THE SAME. A KNOWLEDGE THAT 

THIS STATE IS ON THE MOVE AND A WILLINGNESS OF PEOPLE TO GIVE 

SOMETHING OF THEMSELVES TO KEEP THAT FORWARD MOVEMENT GOING, 
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WE ARE FORTUNATE. IN THE PAST, WE HAVE CONFRONTED 

CRISES. A BUDGET CRISIS, A SCHOOL CRISIS. A TRANSPORTATION 

CRISIS. AN UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS. A PRISON CRISIS. 

ONE BY ONE, WE WORKED TOGETHER TO SOLVE THESE CR ISES. 

TOGETHER, WE MADE NEW JERSEY A LEADER IN THE 1980'S. 

WE SHOULD BE PROUD OF THOSE ACCOMPLISHMENTS, BUT NOW IS NO 

TIME TO RELAX. 

THE POET, RALPH WALDO EMERSON, ONCE WROTE, "WHAT WE CALL 

RESULTS ARE REALLY JUST BEGINNINGS," 

THE POSITIVE RESULTS WE SEE TODAY ARE THE BEGINNINGS OF A 

FOUNDATION WE ARE LAYING FOR THE NEXT CENTURY, 

TODAY J I ASK YOU TO THINK OF WHAT KIND OF STATE YOU WANT 

THIS TO BE IN THE YEAR 2,OOO? 
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WHAT ARE YOUR HOPES? YOUR DREAMS? YOUR EXPECTATIONS? 

WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO DO TO MAKE THEM COME TRUE? 

WI LL OU R STREAMS AND LAKES AND OCEAN BE CLEAN? WILL OUR 

CHILDREN HAVE RECEIVED THE KIND OF EDUCATION THEY DESERVE? 

TODAY, AND FOR THE NEXT FOUR YEARS, I ASK ALL NEW 

JERSEYANS TO WORK TOWARD NEW JERSEY 2000 I TO ADVANCE OUR 

EFFORTS, I WI LL CREATE A SPEC IAL COMMI SS ION --- THE NEW JERSEY 

2000 COMMISSION --- TO STUDY AND IDENTIFY THE TRENDS, PROBLEMS 

AND ISSUES THAT WE MUST ANTICIPATE, 

WHAT DO I THINK IT WILL TAKE TO PUT NEW JERSEY FIRST IN 

THE YEAR 2,OOO? TWO THINGS, 
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A STATE GOVERNMENT THAT NURTURES A CLIMATE THAT REWARDS 

THE fllAN OR WOMAN WITH A LITTLE MONEY, A GOOD IDEA AND THE 

DETER~IINATION TO MAKE THAT IDEA HAPPEN. A STATE GOVERNMENT 

THAT AGREES WITH WINSTON CHURCHILL'S BELIEF THAT PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE IS THE STURDY HORSE THAT PULLS THE WAGON. A STATE 

GOVERNMENT THAT UNDERSTANDS THAT PRIVATE ENTERPRISE OFFERS THE 

BEST GUARANTEE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL NEW 

JERSEYANS. 

CONSISTENT ~IITH THAT PHILOSOPHY, WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY 

TO INVEST NO~J IN THOSE THINGS WHICH WILL DETERMINE THE FUTURE 

HEALTH OF A STATE. IN EDUCATION, IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, 

IN TRANSPORTATION, IN HEALTH CARE AND IN OUR CITIES. IF WE DO 

THIS TODAY, WE CAN GROW TOMORROW. 

OUR OVERRIDING PRIORITY MUST ALWAYS BE TO MAKE SURE THAT 

EVERY NEW JERSEYAf\ WHO WANTS DECENT WORK, AT A DECENT WAGE, IS 

ABLE TO FIND IT. 
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THAT IS WHY WE HAVE CUT TAXES, STREAMLINED GOVERNMENT, AND 

IMPROVED ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FOR BUSINESSES BIG AND SMALL. 

NOW, OUR BUSINESS CLIMATE RANKS NUMBER ONE AMONG ALL THE 

NORTHEASTERN STATES. LET'S KEEP IT THERE. 

THE MESSAGE IS CLEAR. THE MESSAGE IS UNEQUIVOCAL. 

NEW JERSEY IS ASTATE THAT WELCOMES NEW JOBS. 

NEW JERSEY IS A STATE OF OPPORTUNITY. 

BUT WE MUST MAKE SURE THAT IT IS A STATE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR 

ALL. 

WHILE I AM PLEASED THAT EMPLOYMENT AMONG WHITE MALE 

NEW JERSEYANS HAS RISEN, I AM PARTICULARLY HAPPY THAT 

EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN AND MINORITY NEW JERSEYANS HAS GROWN MUCH 

FASTER, THIS MEANS THAT OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH IS REACHING PEOPLE 

WHO HAVE HOT HAD A FAIR SHOT AT A PIECE OF THE ECONOMIC PIE. 
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I DREAM THAT IN NEW JERSEY 2,000 THE PAGES OF SUCCESSFUL 

BUS I NESS MAGAZ I NES WILL BE PACKED WITH STORI ES OF WOMEN AND 

MINORITIES WHO HAVE TAKEN ONE IDEA AND TURNED IN INTO A CORNER 

SHOP, A THRIVING BUSINESS OR EVEN AN ENTIRE NEW INDUSTRY. 

~1ANY NEW JERSEY COMPANIES SHARE MY DREAM. MERCK, AND 

COMPANY INC., AND PATHMARK, AMONG OTHERS, HAVE ATTRACTED 

NAT IONAl ATTENT I ON WITH PROGRAMS TO RECRU I T AND ADVANCE WOrv'IEN 

AND MINORITY EMPLOYEES, 

TODAY, I CH AL LENGE THE BAr~KI NG, INSURANCE, AND LAW FIRMS 

WITHIN THE STATE TO APPOINT MORE QUALIFIED WOMEN AND MINORITIES 

TO CORPORATE BOARDS, I ASK NEW JERSEYANS I NVOL VED I N THE 

CASINO INDUSTRY TO MAKE A CONCERTED EFFORT TO EXPAND THE USE OF 

MINORITY AND WOMEN-OWNED VENDORS, ALSO, 

IF WE ARE TO BE THE STATE OF THE FUTURE, THEN OUR CITIES 

MUST BE REBORN, 

You are viewing an archived copy from the New Jersey State Library



- 9 ­

WE SIMPLY CANNOT HAVE PLENTY AND PROSPERITY IN THE SUBURBS, 

NEXT TO POVERTY AND PRIVATION IN THE CITIES, 

IN THE PAST FEVJ YEARS, WE HAVE ADVANCED SOME OF THE MOST 

INNOVATIVE URBAN RENEVJAL PROGRAMS IN THIS COUNTRY I THEY ARE 

WORKING. 

OUR URBAN ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM WILL BRING OVER 6,000 

NEW JOBS INTO OUR MOST DEPRESSED URBAN AREAS OVER THE NEXT TWO 

YEARS, 

TH IS YEA R,OUR URBAN DEVELOP~IENT CORPORAT ION WILL BEG IN 

WORKING WITH PRIVATE DEVELOPERS TO HELP REBUILD OURf INNER 

CITIES. WILL ASK ITS BOARD OF DIRECTORS TO DETERMINE IF WE 

CAN EXTEND OUR ENTERPR ISE ZONE PROGRAM FURTHER, . I WANT THE 

CORPORATION TO CONDUCT A THOROUGH EVALUATION OF ALL OUR URBAN 

AID PROGRAMS, AND TO PRESENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 
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THIS CITY, TRENTON, ONCE CONTE~IPLATED AS THE CAPITAL OF 

OUR ENT IRE COUNTRY, IS RICH IN POTENT IAL. IT SHOULD BE A 

SHOWPLACE, TRUE TO ITS HERITAGE. 

I AM WORKING WITH SENATOR GERRY STOCKMAN ON A BILL TO 

CREATE A CAPITAL CITY REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION. THE COMMISSION 

WILL INCLUDE SPECIALISTS IN URBAN PLANNING FROM BOTH STATE AND 

LOCAL GOVERNrv'IENT. IT WI LL PLAN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE AREA 

IMMEDIATELY SURROUNDING THE STATE HOUSE. 

A GREAT STATE DESERVES A GREAT CAPITAL CITY. LET'S ALL 

JOIN TOGETHER TO MAKE TRENTON THAT CITY. 

WE ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE WITHIN OUR BORDERS WHAT MANY 

CONSIDER TO BE THE MOST VALUABLE PIECE OF REAL ESTATE IN THIS 

COUNTRY: THE HUDSON RIVER WATERFRONT. 
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LAST MONTH, WE UNVEILED AN $825 MILLION HUDSON RIVER 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PLAN TO OVERCOME THE MAJOR ROADBLOCK 

TO GROWTH, WE WILL BU ILD LI GHT RA IL AND BUS SERV ICES, IMPROVE 

LOCAL ROADS AND CONSTRUCT TWO NEW COMMUTER PARKI NG LOTS, IN 

THIS PLAN, WE ENVISION MONIES TO MEET THE HOUSING NEEDS OF OUR 

CIT IZENS, ANY PLAN FOR THE HUDSO[~ WATERF RONT MUST 1NCLUDE 

BETTER HOUSING FOR PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 

AT LONG LAST, LET'S REALIZE THE DREAM OF THE HUDSON 

WATERFRONT, 

I BELIEVE AND HOPE THAT WE ARE FINALLY APPROACHING THE END 

OF THE 15 YEAR DEBATE OVER A FAIR HOUSING POLICY IN THIS 

STATE, 

~AST JULY, YOU APPROVED THE FAIR HOUSING ACT AND PUT THE 

POWER TO DETERMINE HOUSING NEEDS BACK WHERE IT BELONGS --- BACK 

IN THE HANDS OF LOCAL, ELECTED OFFICIALS, 
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THE FAIR HOUSING ACT WAS GOOD LEGISLATION AND A GOOD 

START, 

OUR TOWNS MUST NOT ZONE OUT DECENT AFFORDABLE HOUSING, ON 

THE OTHER HAND, LET US MAKE IT CLEAR ONCE AND FOR ALL THAT WE 

WILL NOT ALLOW THE RIGHTS OF OUR LOCAL OFFICIALS TO BE TRAMPLED 

BY A COMBINATION OF PROFIT-t'iINDED BUILDERS AND AN OVER-ACTIVE 

JUDICIARY, 

IT IS TIME TO TAKE A FINAL STEP TO END THE CONTROVERSY, 

THEREFO RE, I WILL PRESE~~T TO YOU A CONST I TUT I or~AL AMENDMENT TO 

SETTLE ONCE AND FOR ALL THE ROLE OF THE COURTS, 

THERE ARE TWO MORE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS I WANT THIS 

YEA R, I F A POll CE OFF I CER CONDUCTS A SEA RCH I N GOOD FAT TH, 

THAT EVIDENCE OUGHT TO BE USED IN COURT, AND CRIMINALS WHO 

REPEATEDLY I NJURE OR RAPE THE I NNOCENT DO NOT BELONG ON OUR 

STREETS, 

JUDGES MUST BE GIVEN THE POWER TO HOLD THEM IN PRISON 

AWAITING TRIAL. 
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THERE IS NOTHING MORE IMPORTANT TO NEW JERSEY'S FUTURE 

THAN OUR SYSTEM OF EDUCATION, 

WHEN SCHOOL BEGAN IN 1983, I CALLED YOU INTO SESS I ON TO 

OUTLINE A SERIES OF STEPS TO CREATE EXCELLENCE IN OUR SCHOOLS, 

THESE PROGRAMS ARE NOW IN PLACE, 

I THANK SENATOR MATTHEW FELDMAN AND ASSEMBLYMAN JOSEPH 

DORIA FOR THE $18,500 MINIMUM SALARY LEGISLATION FOR STARTING 

TEACHERS, 

I THANK ASSEMBLYMEN JOHN ROCCO AND JOSEPH PALA I A FOR OUR 

TEACHER RECOGNITION PROGRAM. 

I DON'T HAVE TO TALK ABOUT NEW JERSEY'S EDUCATIONAL 

ACH I EVEMENT BECAUSE OTHERS DO. I N THE PAST FIVE VlEEKS, FOUR 

NATIONAL EDUCATION MEEIINGS CONVENED HERE, IF YOU WANT TO TALK 

ABOUT THE FUTURE OF EDUCAT ION I N A~IER I CA , YOU COME TO NEW 

JERSEY. NO ONE HAS DONE MORE THAN \~E HAVE, AND YET VIE CAN DO 

MORE. 
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TH IS YEAR WILL BE THE FIRST YEAR OF au R NEW HIGH SCHOOL 

GRADUAT ION TEST. THE TEST IS EXTREMELY I~~PORTANT IN 

GUARANTEEING THE INTEGRITY OF A NEW JERSEY HIGH SCHOOL 

DIPLOMA. 

BENJAM IN FRANKLI N WAS ONCE ASKED WHAT COND ITION OF A MAN 

DESERVES THE MOST PITY. HIS REPLY? "A LONESOME MAN ON A RAINY 

DAY WHO DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO READ." 

NO ONE WHO GRADUATES FROM A NEW JERSEY SCHOOL SHOULD HAVE 

TROUBLE READ ING AND WR ITING. SOME PEOPLE HAVE ASKED ME TO 

DELAY THE NEW GRADUATION STANDARDS, THEY SAY THAT OUR CHILDREN 

CANNOT MAKE IT. THAT MANY CHILDREN SIMPLY CANNOT LEARN TO READ 

AND WRITE AND DO ARITHMETIC. 

NONSENSE. I KNOW OUR CHILDREN HAVE THE ABILITY TO LEARN. 

THE QUESTION IS --- DO OUR SCHOOLS HAVE THE CAPACITY TO TEACH? 

AND IF THEY DON'T, THAT IS OUR FAILURE, NOT OUR CHILDREN'S. 
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IF WE ARE NOT MOTIVATED BY COMPASSION, WE SHOULD BE 

MOTIVATED BY ECONOMIC NECESSITY. IN ORDER TO GROW, OUR ECONOMY 

WILL REQUIRE THE TALENTS OF EVERY SINGLE YOUNG PERSON. OUR 

SCHOOLS MUST BE EQUAL TO THE TASK. 

I N THE BUDGET I SUBr', I T TO YOU NEXT MONTH, I WI LL ASK YOU 

TO PROVIDE FURTHER ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE CHILDREN WHO NEED HELP 

IN MEETING THOSE NEW, TOUGH STANDARDS. I WILL ALSO ASK FOR A 

CHANGE IN THE COMPENSATORY AID FORr':ULA. RIGHT NOW, DISTRICTS 

GET ADDITIONAL MONEY IF MORE CHILDREN FAIL. THAT IS BACKWARD. 

IT PROV I DES A REWARD FOR FAI LU RE AND A PENALTY FOR SUCCESS. 

LET'S PROVIDE MORE FUNDS FOR SCHOOLS THAT PREVENT FAILURE. 

ANOTHER FA I LU RE CONCERNS ME. SINCE LAST JANUARY, ALL NEW 

JERSEY SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN REQUIRED TO PASS STATE REVIEW. A 

HANDFUL OF SCHOOLS CONTINUE TO FALL SHORT OF THE REQUIREMENTS. 
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I WILL ASK OUR ABLE EDUCATION COMMISSIONER} SAUL COOPERMAN 

TO DEVOTE EVEN MORE TIME TO THESE PROBLEM DISTRI CTS, BUT IF 

THE SCHOOLS DO NOT IMPROVE} IF CHILDREN ARE STILL NOT LEARNING} 

THEN THE STATE WILL INTERVENE DIRECTLY IN THE OPERATION OF THE 

DISTRICTS, 

I REALIZE THIS IS AN EXTRAORDINARY STEP. BUT THE FUTURE 

OF THE CHILDREN IN THESE DISTRICTS JUSTIFIES THE ACTION, 

ACTION, 

WHEN BUS INESSES CONS IDER WHETHER TO COME TO NEW JERSEY I 

THEY LOOK AT OUR BUSINESS CLIMATE} AT OUR SCHOOLSI AT OUR ROADS 

AND SEWAGE CAPABILITIES, BUT THEY ALSO PAY ATTENTION TO OUR 

SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION, 

WE CANNOT LEGISLATE QUALITY FROM TRENTON, WE CAN 

CHALLENGE THE LEADERSH IP OF OUR CAMPUSES TO IMPROVE, WE CAN 

GIVE STATE MONEY TO THOSE WHO ANSWER THE CALL, 
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LAST YEAR I OFFERED A SERIES OF CHALLENGES TO OUR COLLEGES 

AND UNIVERSITIES. THE RESPONSE HAS BEEN TREMENDOUS. 

RUTGERS AND THE NEW JERSEY INST ITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY HAVE 

DEVISED PLANS TO GROW INTO FIRST-CLASS RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 

INSTITUTIONS, 

OUR STATE COLLEGES CAME UP WITH IND IVIDUAL PROPOSALS FOR 

ACHIEVING ACADEMIC DISTINCTION. KEAN COLLEGE AND JERSEY 

CITY COLLEGE WERE PICKED BY A NATIONAL PANEL TO RECEIVE FUNDING 

TO HELP THEM REACH THEIR GOALS. 

RECENTLY, THE FORMER SECRETARY OF EDUCATION, TERREL BELL, 

KENNETH CLARK AND BARBARA NEWELL REVIEWED OUR STATE CHALLENGE 

GRANT PROGRAM. THEY SAID, "THE PROGRAM HAS THE POTENTIAL TO 

RESHAPE HIGHER EDUCATION IN NEW JERSEY AND TO SHOW THE WAY FOR 

THE REST OF THE COUNTRY, " THE EYES OF THE NATION'S EDUCATION 

COMMUNITY ARE ON NEW JERSEY, AND RIGHTLY SO." 

LET'S BUILD ON OUR RECORD OF LEADERSHIP, 
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NEXT MONTH, I WILL ASK YOU TO APPROVE ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT 

CHALLENGE FUND TO STATE COLLEGES. I WANT TO BRING THE LEADERS 

OF ALL OUR STATE COLLEGES TOGETHER. I WILL TELL THEM THIS 

MONEY I SN' T SI MPLY TO FUND PROGRAMS THAT WERE NOT FUNDED LAST 

YEAR. I WANT THEM TO RE-EXAMI NE LAST YEAR'S PROPOSALS, WANT 

OUR COL LEGES TO COrvlE UP WITH NEW PLANS} WITH NEW IDEAS. EACH 

COLLEGE CAN RISE TO A HIGHER STANDARD. 

THERE IS SOMETHING ELSE WE CAN DO, 

OUR STATE COLLEGES ARE STRANGLED BY BUREAUCRATI C CONTROL 

FROM TRENTON. 

I DON'T WANT NEW JERSEY TO BE THE ONLY STATE WITH 

PROFESSORS IN CIVIL SERVICE, I DON'T WANT THE TREASURY 

DEPARTMENT TELLING COLLEGES WHAT TO DO. DON'T LIKE READING} 

AS I DID A MONTH} AGO} A REPORT THAT PLACED NEW JERSEY COLLEGES 

AT THE TOP OF THE LIST IN TERMS OF RESTRAINTS PLACED UPON THEM 

BY STATE GOVERNMENT. I DON'T THINK PRESIDENTS OUGHT TO BE 

ABOVE BEING HELD ACCOUNTABLE AT THE BARGAINING TABLE, 
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GIVE THE COLLEGES A CHANCE, GIVE OUR CHILDREN A CHANCE, 

LET'S APPROVE LEGISLATION TO GIVE OUR COLLEGES FREEDOM TO GROW 

AND IMPROVE, 

PASS THE COL~EGE AUTONOMY LEGISLATION. 

RUTGERS AND N, J , I ,TI ARE ON THE MOVE. IN THE PAST YEAR, 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY OF NEW JERSEY HAS 

ADDED TO ITS NATIONAL REPUTATION AS A LEADER IN RESEARCH AND 

PATIENT CARE, I WANT IT TO CONTINUE TO ATTRACT THE BEST AND I 

WILL INCLUDE MONEY IN THE NEXT BUDGET TO HELP MAKE THIS HAPPEN, 

IN TH IS MESSAGE LAST YEA R, I PROCLA IMED 1985 I liTHE YEAR OF 

THE ENVIRONME~T,H I CALLED UPON YOU TO JOIN ME IN A 

COMPREHENSIVE ASSAULT ON THE PROBLEMS THAT THREATEN THE QUALITY 

OF LIFE FOR OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN. 

YOU RESPONDED. 
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BY FAR THE BIGGEST ACCOMPLISHMENT WAS PASSAGE OF THE
 

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST FUND, I THANK THE LEADERSHIP OF BOTH 

PARTIES, PARTICULARLY SENATOR GORMLEY, FOR YOUR COOPERATION AND 

PERSISTENCE, 

IT WAS WORTH OUR EFFORT, OUT OF THREE YEARS OF HARD WORK, 

WILL COME MANY, MANY YEARS OF CLEAN WATER, 

BUT THERE IS MORE TO DO. 

FIRST, ASK YOU TO APPROVE MANDATORY RECYCLING 

LEGISLATION, AS SUGGESTED BY ASSEMBLYMAN ARTHUR ALBOHN, 

SECOND, WE MUST PROTECT OUR WETLANDS FROM HAPHAZARD 
. 

DEVELOPMENT, AS RECOMMENDED BY ASSEMBLYWOMAN MAUREEN OGDEN AND 

SENATOR JOHN LYNCH, 

THIRD, WE MUST FOLLOW THE LEAD OF ASSEMBLYMAN DOC VILLANE,
 

AND WORK TOGETHER TO FIND A LONG-TERM STABLE SOURCE OF FUNDING
 

FOR SHORE PROTECTION,
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I SUPPORT THE COMPROMISE REACHED LAST SESSION, IF THAT IS 

NOT VIABLE, I WI LL WORK WITH YOU ON ANOTHER APPROACH, BUT THE 

BOTTOM LINE IS OUR SHORE MUST BE PROTECTED, 

WE REPRESENT A PUBLIC THAT IS INCREASINGLY APPREHENSIVE 

ABOUT COMPLEX ENVl RONrtlENTAL ISSUES. WHEN SUBSTANCES SUCH AS 

RADON OR DIOXIN ARE DISCOVERED, OUR CITIZENS DEMAND, AND 

DESERVE, ANSWERS ABOUT RELATIVE DANGERS TO HUMAN HEALTH, IN 

THE PAST, THOSE ANSWERS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN. 

THEREFORE, I AM ASK ING TH E DEPARTMENT OF ENV IRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION TO ESTABLISH AN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT 

PROGRAM. 

IT WILL SHOW US THE RISKS OF VARIOUS SUBSTANCES --- IT WILL 

ALLOW US TO ACT, PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW, 

IN THIS AREA, AS IN SO rv'IANY OTHERS, NE\>J JERSEY SHOULD 

LEAD. OTHER STATES WILL FOLLOW, 
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ONE AREA IN WHICH NEW JERSEY IS UNQUESTIONABLY THE LEADER 

IS IN THE CLEANUP OF ABANDONED TOXIC WASTE SITES, LAST YEAR, I 

STOOD BEFORE YOU AND SAID THAT BEFORE THE YEAR WAS OUT ACTION 

WOULD BE INITIATED AT OVER 2/3RDS OF OUR SUPERFUND SITES. I 

AM PROUD TO SAY TODAY THAT TH IS HAS BEEN ACCOMPL ISHED. MORE 

WORK IS GOING ON EVERYDAY, 

AS I SPEAK, THE SHAPE OF OUR FUTURE CLEANUP EFFORT IS 

UNCERTA IN, CONGRESS HAS BEEN DERELI CT INIT'S DUTY. DEADL INES 

HAVE PASSED AND STILL THE NATION HAS NO SUPERFUND. 

TODAY I ASK THE NEW JERSEY CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION, WHICH 

HAS WORKED SO HARD ALREADY, TO GET US THAT SUPERFUND BILL, WE 

NEED IT NOW, 

REGARDLESS OF THE SIZE OF THE SUPERFUND, WE WILL NEED NEW 

STATE MONEY. THIS YEAR, I WILL PROPOSE TO YOU AN $800 MILLION 

PROGRAM TO CLEAN UP TOXI C WASTE IN NEW JERSEY. THERE WILL BE 

NO MORE IMPORTANT PRIORITY, 
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WE HAVE LEARNED MANY LESSONS IN DEALING WITH THE CLEANUP 

OF TOXIC WASTEI BUT ONE LESSON STANDS OUT: TOXIC WASTE IS NOT 

AN EXPORT PRODUCT. IF ~tE ARE TO PREVENT THE CREATION OF MORE 

TOXIC WASTE DUMPS IN THE FUTUREI WE MUST FIND A SAFE DISPOSAL 

PLACE FOR THE TONS OF TOXIC WASTE WE PRODUCE EVERYDAY. 

THIS IS AN EMOTIONAL ISSUE, NO ONE WANTS A FACILITY IN 

HIS OR HER BACKYARD, AS ELECTED LEADERS 1 WE HAVE A 

RESPONSIBILITY TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC AND TO REDUCE FEARS WHEN 

THEY ARE UNREASONABLE AND NOT BASED ON SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE. 

HOPE I CAN COUNT ON ALL OF YOU TO UPHOLD THAT RESPONSIBILITY IN 

THE COMING MONTHS. 

OUR TOX IC WASTE CLEANUP PROGRAM IS AN INVESTfv'IENT IN THE 

LONG-TERM HEALTH AND WELL BEING OF NEW JERSEYANS. BUT THERE 

ARE OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS THAT AFFECT OUR CITIZENS. AS WE MOVE 

AHEAD 1 LET US BE PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE TO THE NEEDS OF THE 

VERY YOUNG -AND THE VERY OLD, 
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REMEMBER THE OLD TELEVISION COMMERCIAL WITH THE AUTO 

MECHANIC REPAIRING A CAR THAT HADN'T BEEN MAINTAINED. THE TAG 

LINE FOR THE COMMERCIAL WAS: "YOU CAN PAY ME NOW, OR YOU CAN 

PAY ME LATER." 

WE HAVE THAT SAME CHOICE. 

IF WE PRUDENTLY SPEND A RELATIVELY SMALL SUM OF MONEY NOW, 

WE CAN PREVENT A VAST NUMBER OF ILLNESSES AND DISEASES THAT 

AFFLICT NEW JERSEYANS. OR WE CAN IGNORE THE WISDOM OF 

PREVENTION AND PAY A VASTLY HIGHER COST AT A LATER DATE, 

WE CAN PAY NOW. OR WE CAN PAY LATER. 

DUR ING THE PAST 25 YEARS, TEENAGE PREGNANCY HAS SOARED. 

NEW JERSEY'S INFANT MORTALITY RATE IS MUCH TOO HIGH, THE 

NUMBER OF TEENAGE PARENTS RECEIVING WELFARE JUMPED 60 PERCENT, 
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DID YOU KNOVi THAT FULLY HALF OF THE CASES OF SERIOUS 

MENTAL RETARDATION ARE PREVENTABLE? 

LET ME TELL YOU ASTORY, 

. 
THERE IS A YOUNG MOTHER IN JERSEY CITY, SHE IS 

16-YEARS-OLD. ABOUT FOUR HOURS FROM NOW, SHE WILL BE STANDING 

BEHIND THE COUNTER OF AFAST FOOD RESTAURANT. 

SHE FIRST GOT PREGNANT AT 14, THE FIRST BABY DIED. SIX 

MONTHS LATER SHE WAS PREGNANT AGA IN, HER SECOND CH ILD IS A 

YEAR AND A HALF OLD, THE FATHER RAN OFF, SO THIS 16-YEAR-OLD 

WILL BE SERVING HAMBURGERS UNTIL MIDNIGHT TONIGHT, 

THE FIRST BABY DIED. THE SECOND BABY IS SICK. 

THIS YOUNG GIRL'S LACK OF UNDERSTANDING, COMBINED WITH HER 

POVERTY, KEEPS HER FROM SEEING ADOCTOR, 
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SO SHE'S BEEN TRY I NG REM ED I ES SHE'S HEA RD O~ THE STREET, 

SHE HEARD THAT EATING SWEET POTATOES WILL MAKE CHILDREN GROW, 

SHE FED HER DAUGHTER SWEET POTATOES WHEN THE GIRL WAS THREE 

MONTHS OLD, 

THIS GIRL WANTED DESPERATELY TO STAY IN SCHOOL, OBVIOUSLY, 

SHE COULD NOT, SHE HAS DROPPED OUT AND IS SUPPORTI NG HERSELF 

AND HER CH I LD BY SERV I NG BU RGERS AND COLLECT I NG WELF ARE, WHEN 

POSSIBLE, 

WHAT CH ANCE DOES TH IS GIRL HAVE? WHAT CHANCE DOES HER 

CHILD HAVE? 

WE HAVE TO HELP THESE WOMEN, TODAY, I AM PROPOSING A 

SERIES OF INITIATIVES TO PROVIDE BETTER EDUCATION FOR YOUNG 

WOMEN ABOUT PREGNANCY, AND TO PROV I DE BETTER HEALTH CARE FOR 

WOMEN WHO DO BECOME PREGNANT, AND FOR THEIR CHILDREN. 

WE KNOW WHAT HAS TO BE DONE, WE KNOW THAT FOR $1 WE SPEND 

ON PREVENTION, WE WILL SAVE MORE THAN $3 IN LATER MEDICAL BILLS. 
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IF WE CAN GET THESE MOTHERS Hno CLINICS; IF WE CAN GET 

THEM NOT TO DR INK OR SMOKE; IF WE CAN COUNSEL THEM ABOUT THE 

EFFECT OF 0IABETES OR HYPERTENS ION ON THE IR BAB IES i IF WE CAN 

TEACH THEM ABOUT PROPER NUTRITION, WE ARE LIKELY TO SEE 

HEALTHIER BABIES BORN TO HEALTHIER MOTHERS. 

WE OWE IT TO OUR CHILDREN, WE OWE IT TO OUR FUTURE AND WE 

OWE IT TO OURSELVES TO MAKE SURE THAT CH ILOREN ARE GIVEN THE 

LOVE, CARE AND PROTECTION THEY NEED TO GROW, 

WE OWE THAT SAME LOVE, CARE AND PROTECTION TO OUR ELDERLY, 

THEY ARE THE FASTEST GROWING SEGMENT OF OUR POPULATION. 

f 

I BELIEVE IN HOME HEALTH CARE AND I PROPOSE THAT WE EXPAND 

IT THIS YEAR. 

I AM RECOMMENDING MAJOR CHANGES IN THE LAWS GOVERNING 

NURSING HOMES TO BETTER PROTECT THOSE AMONG OUR ELDERLY WHO 

CANNOT LIVE AT HOME. 
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WE WILL ALSO ESTABLISH GERIATRIC CENTERS AT TEACHING 

HOSPITALS. 

NEW JERSEY/S CITIZENS ARE GROWING OLDER, LET/S MAKE SURE 

THEY ARE ALLOWED TO DO SO WITH DIGNITY AND WITH INDEPENDENCE. 

I HAVE ASKED YOU THUS FAR TO PLAN FOR THE FUTURE I BUT 

SOME PROBLEMS ARE UPON US TODAY, 

AMONG THE MOST PRESS ING OF THESE IS THE OPERAT ION OF OU R 

DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, 

THERE HASN/T BEEN A GOVERNOR IN THE LAST TWO DECADES WHO 

HAS NOT RECEIVED PLENTY OF CO~lPLAINTS ABOUT THE DIVISION OF 

MOTOR VEHICLES. 

OUR PEOPLE ARE FED UP WITH INCOMPETENCE AND DISCOURTESY. 

THEY ARE TIRED OF UNANSWERED PHONES AND MISERABLE SERVICE, ALL 

THEY WANT IS TO GET THEIR LICENSES} REGISTRATIONS AND TITLES 

EASILY AND QUICKLY, 
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LET ME SHARE WITH YOU A TYPICAL LETTER, IT IS FROM 

PATRICIA BURGER, OF WAYNE. 

MRS. BURGER [v'll SPLACED HER DR IVERS' LICENSE AND ASSUMED IT 

WOULD BE EASY TO REPLACE, IT WAS NOT, 

MRS, BURGER MADE REPEATED TRIPS TO VARIOUS AGENCIES, ONLY 

TO BE TOLD THE COf-1PUTERS WERE "DOWN, II AFTER SEVERAL WEEKS OF 

SCURRYING FROM AGENCY TO AGENCY, SHE WENT TO THE STATE POLICE, 

WHO HELPED HER FINALLY GET HER LICENSE. 

liTHE KINDEST CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTION I CAN MAKE CONCERNING 

THE AGENCY," SAYS MRS, BURGER, illS TO BLOW IT UP AND START ALL 

OVER AGAIN, NOTHING COULD POSSIBLY BE WORSE." 

MRS I BURGER, WE CAN I T BLOW UP THE AGENCI ES, BUT WE ARE 

GOING TO START ALL OVER AGAIN, 
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WE NEED TO CREATE A NEW DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES THAT IS 

EFFICIENT AND PROFESSIONAL AND RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF EVERY 

NEW JERSEYAN. 

WE WANT AGENC IES THAT RESPOND TO THE CONSUMER. AGENC IES 

THAT --- FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 40 YEARS --- ARE FREE OF 

POLITICS. 

THE PLAN I PRESENT TO YOU TODAY CAN DO JUST THAT. 

TODAY, I PROPOSE THAT THE STATE TAKE OVER THE MOTOR 

VEHICLE AGENCIES AND TURN THEM INTO NON-PROFIT, 
, 

CUSTOMER-ORIENTED OFFICES, 

THE WORKERS IN THE AGENCIES MUST HAVE ONE GUILDING 

PRINCIPLE, TO TAKE CARE OF THEIR CUSTOMERS --- NEW JERSEY'S 

fv',OTOR ISTS I 
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THERE HILL BE CALLS TO STUDY THE MATTER FURTHER, THE 

DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES HAS BEEN STUDIED AND REPORTED ON NO 

LESS THAN SIX TIfYlES DURING THE PAST TEN YEARS, THE TIME FOR. 

STUDY COMMISSIONS IS PAST, 

IT IS TIME TO ACT. 

LET US TURN CHALLENGE INTO OPPORTUNITY. LET US CREATE THE 

BEST DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES IN THE COUNTRY, 

WE HAVE ASIMILAR CHALLENGE WITH OUR INSURANCE WOES, 

ALMOST EVERYONE IN NEW JERSEY IS FACED WITH AN INSURANCE 

PROBLEM OF ONE KIND OR ANOTHER, AUTO INSURANCE REMAINS 

UNACCEPTABLY HIGH, MANY TOWNS AND BUSINESSES CAN EITHER GET NO 

LIABILITY INSURANCE AT ALL OR MUST PAY RATES SO HIGH THAT THEY 

CANNOT AFFORD COVERAGE, 
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DOCTORS ARE NEAR TO DROWNING IN A FLOOD OF EVER-RISING 

MALPRACT ICE INSURANCE RATES, SMALL BUS INESSES ARE THREATENED 

WITH CLOSING THEIR DOORS BECAUSE THEY CANNOT AFFORD THE 

INSURANCE PROTECTION THEY NEED, 

THIS IS NOT UNIQUE TO NEW JERSEY, THIS IS A NATIONAL 

PROBLEM, 

HERE'S WHAT I PROPOSE TO DO ABOUT IT. 

FIRST: AUTO INSURANCE. 

WHEN I SIGNED THE 1983 COMPROMISE AUTO INSURANCE REFORM/ 

SAID THAT IT WAS INCOMPLETE. 

IT'S TIME TO FINISH THE JOB. OUR DRIVERS CAN NO LONGER 

PAY FOR ASTRONOMICAL LEGAL SETTLEMENTS, 

I 
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OUR AUTO REFORMS WILL SAVE MONEY. THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO 

OPPOSE THESE REFOR~IS ARE A SMALL NUMBER OF TR IAL LAWYERS WHO 

REALIZE THEIR EXTRAORDINARILY HIGH FEES WILL BE A THING OF THE 

PAST IF THESE REFORMS BECOMES LAW. IT IS TIME TO TAKE ON THE 

SPECIAL INTERESTS IN THE NAME OF THE PUBLIC INTEREST, 

IT IS TIME TO ESTABLISH AVERBAL THRESHOLD. 

SECOND: MEDICAL MALPRACTICE INSURANCE. 

WE SHOULD MOVE AHEAD WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 

SPECIAL TASK FORCE I CONVENED IN 1984, 

,, 

THIRD: COMMERCIAL LIABILITY INSURANCE, 

THE COMMERCIAL LIABILITY INSURANCE MARKET HAS TURNED INTO 

ANIGHTMA RE. 
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HORROR STORIES ABOUND, LAST YEAR THE STATE PAID $400,000 

FOR $3 MILLI ON OF COVERAGE, WE HAD PA ID ONLY ONE FOURTH THAT 

AMOUNT FOR 30 TIMES THAT COVERAGE IN 1984. 

THINGS ARE JUST AS BAD LOCALLY. 

WHEN THE MONMOUTH COUNTY BOARD OF SOCIAL SERVICES RECEIVED 

ITS INSURANCE BILL, ITS DIRECTOR NEARLY WENT INTO SHOCK. THE 

COST OF INSURING ITSELF HAD JUMPED 4,500 PERCENT, 

WE CANNOT STAND BY AND ALLOW OUR MUNICIPALITIES AND 

CITIZENS TO BE STRIPPED OF THEIR INSURANCE. 

LAST SEPTEMBER, I SIGNED AN EMERGENCY REGULATION THAT 

STOPPED THE CANCELLATION OF INSURANCE AND MID-TERM PREMIUM 

INCREASES. THIS WAS THE FIRST ACTION OF ITS KIND TAKEN IN THE 

NATION. 
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THAT WAS ONLY A STOP-GAP I NOW WE MUST WORK TOWARD A 

LONGER TERM SOLUTION, WHICH WILL REQUIRE THE COOPERATION OF THE 

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE AND LEGISLATURE, 

WE WILL NEED FEDERAL AND STATE COOPERATION IN ORDER TO 

ACCOMPLISH THIS GOAL, 

I WILL NOT LET THIS INSURANCE CRISIS IMPERIL OUR ABILITY 

TO CLEAN UP TOXIC WASTE, I THANK YOU FOR PASSING SENATOR 

CONTILLO'S LEGISLATION, I WILL SOON SEND YOU A PACKAGE OF 

LEGISLATION TO KEEP THE CLEANUPS GOING BY LIMITING THE 

LIABILITY OF CONTRACTORS, MUNICIPALITIES AND STATE AGENCIES, 

IT IS A CRITICAL PRIORITY, 

LET'S KEEP THE CLEANUPS ON SCHEDULE, 

I I
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\~E ARE GOING TO ATTACK THE ROOT CAUSES OF THE INSURANCE 

CRISIS. WE WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT INSURANCE IS AVAILABLE AT AN 

AFFORDABLE PRICE. WE ARE NOT GOING TO QUIT UNTIL THE 

MARKETPLACE IN NEW JERSEY HAS BECOME SANE AGAIN. 

WE HAVE GOOD GOVERNMENT IN NEW JERSEY, BUT WE CAN MAKE IT 

BETTER --- MORE RESPONSIVE --- MORE EFFICIENT, 

THE PEOPLE OF MOST STATES HAVE THE RIGHT TO DIRECTLY 

CHANGE THEIR LAWS, PEOPLE IN NEW JERSEY DESERVE THE SAME RIGHT, 

WE SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID OF DIRECT DEMOCRACY. WE SHOULD NOT 

BE AFRAID OF THE PEOPLE WHO ELECTED US, I ASK YOU TO PASS 

ASSEMBLYMAN ZIMMER'S LEGISLATION TO GIVE PEOPLE THE RIGHT OF 

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 

I CALL ON YOU TO CHANGE OUR CAMPAIGN FINANCING LAWS, THERE 

IS TOO MUCH PUBLIC MONEY AND TOO LITTLE PRIVATE MONEY, TOO MANY 

FRINGE CANDIDATES WHO CAN QUALIFY FOR TAXPAYERS FUNDING, 
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WE MUST RAISE THE LIMIT ON CAMPAIGN SPENDINGJ INCREASE THE 

THRESHOLDJ AND CHANGE THE WAY WE MATCH FUNDS, 

THESE CHANGES WOULD MAKE RUNNING FOR PUBLIC OFFICE A 

FAIRER PROPOSITION --- AND MAKE OUR LAWS WORK BETTER, 

FAIRNESS IS ALSO AT THE HEART OF ANOTHER CHANGE I SUPPORT. 

TWICE IN THE LAST TEN YEARS J NEW JERSEY HAS ENDED UP IN COURT 

WHILE REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS BRAWLED OVER THE REDRAWING OF 

ITS CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS, 

THERE IS A BETTER WAY, ASSEMBLY~'IAN BOB FRANKS HAS A BILL 

THAT WOULD CREATE A SPECIAL COMMISSION TO DRAW THE BOUNDARIES 

BASED ON SOUND PUBLIC POLICY --- NOT POLITICS, YOU SHOULD PASS 

IT, 

I STRONGLY URGE YOU TO CONSIDER ANOTHER CHANGE, 
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WORRY THAT NEW JERSEY IS GETT ING LOST IN THE 

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY SHUFFLE. COMING AT THE END OF THE PRIMARY 

SCHEDULE, NEW JERSEY'S PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY HAS MADE LITTLE 

DIFFERENT IN THE SELECT ION OF PRES IDENT IAL CAND IDATES. OUR 

VOICES ARE NOT BEING HEARD. 

I SUGGEST THAT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE REPUBLICAN AND 

DEMOCRATIC PARTIES APPOINT THREE PEOPLE TO A COMMITTEE TO STUDY 

WHETHER WE SHOULD MOVE OUR PRIMARY IN A PRESIDENTIAL YEAR, 

THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY SHOULD PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN THE 

SELECTION OF OUR NEXT PRESIDENT. THE NATION WILL BENEFIT. 

NEW JERSEY'S VOICE SHOULD BE HEARD. 

THERE IS ONE FINAL CHANGE, 
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WE HAVE BEEN BLESSED WITH A STRING OF HEALTHY GOVERNORS WHO 

HAVE SERVED OUT THEIR TERMS, SOMEDAY --- I HOPE FAR IN THE 

FUTURE --- THAT WILL NOT BE THE CASE. THE STATE WOULD BE WELL 

SERVED TO HAVE AN EXPERIENCED MAN OR WOMAN, ELECTED BY ALL THE 

PEOPLE, TO BE THE NATURAL SUCCESSOR. FOR THAT REASON, I 

SUGGEST THAT IT IS THE TIME NEW JERSEY HAD AN ELECTED 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, 

OUR EVOLUTION SHOULD NOT BE RESTRICTED TO OUR ELECTIVE 

GOVERNMENT, IT SHOULD APPLY TO OUR PERr'IANENT BUREAUCRACY, AS 

WELL, 

•
1908 WAS A GREAT YEAR, WILLIArv'1 HOWARD TAFT CAPTURfD THE 

PRESIDENCY, THE CUBS WON THE WORLD SERIES AND NEWSPAPERS COST A 

PENNY. IT WAS ALSO THE LAST TIME NEW JERSEY REFORMED ITS CIVIL 

SERVICE, 
I 
I ' 

THE SYSTErv'1 IS NO LONGER CA PABLE OF DO ING THE JOB, ITIS 

BYZANTINE. IT IS ARCHAIC. IT IS UNHIELDY, SLOW, SLOPPY AND 

ARROGANT. 
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IT PRESERVES THE INEFFICIENT AND DRIVES OUT THE ABLE.� 

AT LONG LAST, THIS IS THE YEAR TO PASS CIVIL SERVICE 

REFORM IN THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 

I HAVE THOUGHT LONG AND HARD ABOUT WAYS TO ATTRACT MORE OF 

OUR TALENTED AND BRIGHT YOUNG PEOPLE TO GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 

TODAY, I PROPOSE WE ESTABLISH AGOVERNOR'S FELLOWS PROGRAM 

FOR OUR BRIGHTEST COLLEGE GRADUATES, WE SHOULD OFFER TALENTED 

GRADUATES POSITIONS AS ASSISTANTS TO COfVlf1ISSIONERS AND OTHER 

KEY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, 

THE PROGRAM WILL BE MODELED AFTER THE PRESTIGIOUS WHITE 

HOUSE FELLOWS PROGRAM IN WASHINGTON. 

IN A DEMOCRACY THERE IS NO REASON WHY WE SHOULD NOT 

ATTRACT THE BEST AND BRIGHTEST TO GOVERNMENT, 
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TODAY IS THE LAST TIME FOR A FEW YEARS THAT I WILL DELIVER 

THIS ADDRESS IN THIS CHAMBER. TINE HAS TAKEN ITS TOLL ON THE 

STATE HOUSE, CEILINGS ARE FALLING, THE UPHOLSTERY ON THE 

CHAIRS IS TORN --- IT IS TIME FOR REPAIR AND RENEWAL. 

IN A SHORT TIME, THE REPAIRS WILL BEGIN, FIRST THEY WILL 

FIX THE EMERGENC IES --- THE LEAKY ROOF, THE DAMAGED CE ILI NG, 

LATER, THEY WILL PA INT THE WALLS AND PUT DOWN NEW RUGS, THEY 

WILL MAKE THIS CHAMBER WORTHY OF THE PEOPLE YOU SERVE, 

IN THREE YEARS, WHEN YOU RETURN TO THIS CHAMBER, YOU WILL 

WITNESS A BEAUTIFUL NEW STRUCTURE, A STRUCTURE THAT SHOULD 

SERVE OUR NEEDS WELL INTO THE NEXT CENTURY. 

WE SHOULD LOOK AT THE STATE IN THE SAME WAY, FOUR YEARS 

AGO, OUR STATE WAS IN DISARRAY. YEARS OF NEGLECT HAD TAKEN ITS 

TOLL ON NEW JERSEY, 
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WE HAVE STARTED TO MAKE REPAIRS, OUR ECONOMY HAS BEEN SET 

ON THE RIGHT TRACK, OUR SCHOOL REFORMS ARE IN PLACE, WE ARE 

INVESTING IN OUR ROADS, IN OUR COLLEGES, IN TOURISM, AND HIGH 

TECHNOLOGY. 

BUT WE CAN'T STOP NOW. WE HAVE A LOT OF WORK AHEAD OF US, 

THE CRISES MAY BE OVER BUT THE REAL WORK LIES AHEAD, 

THANK YOU. 
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