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OFFICIAL SITE OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Signs Executive Order
Waiving Student Assessment
Requirements for 2019-2020 School Year

04/7/2020

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today signed Executive Order No. 117
(https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-117.pdf), which waives 2019-2020 statutory school year
assessment requirements for eighth grade students and twelfth grade students who have not yet met the
graduation assessment requirement due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

“As a state, we must continue to adapt to the new reality that COVID-19 has created in our state, a task that
our students and educators are navigating every day,” said Governor Murphy. “The waiver of these student
assessment requirements will ensure that no student is left behind or unduly penalized due to these
extraordinary circumstances.”

The executive order waives the graduation assessment requirement for twelfth grade students who have not
yet met the assessment requirement and planned to submit a portfolio appeal. These students no longer
have to submit such an appeal in order to graduate. Approximately 13,000 students were expected to submit
portfolio appeals this year.

The order also waives the statutory requirement that a statewide assessment be administered to all eighth-
grade students to assess progress toward mastery of graduation proficiency standards. Additionally, the
order prohibits the use of student growth data as an evaluation tool for educators and waives the statutory
requirement of three observations and evaluations for all non-tenured teaching staff for the 2019-2020
school year.

“Governor Murphy’s action establishes a rational, responsible and fair approach to eliminate disruptions
faced by school students and staff,” said Education Commissioner Lamont O. Repollet. “By clearing the
pathway of obstacles, it allows schools to maintain their focus on providing critical education services to
students.”

Executive Order No. 117 (https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-117.pdf)follows the federal
government's waiver on March 24, 2020 of a federal requirement that New Jersey administer annual
statewide assessments. After the federal waiver was granted, Governor Murphy announced that all statewide
assessments in New Jersey would be cancelled for the 2020 spring testing window.

The Order shall take effect immediately.

Back
to top

To read Executive Order No. 117, click here (https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-117.pdf). -

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200407c.shtml 1/4


https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-117.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-117.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-117.pdf

3/3/23, 10:17 AM Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Signs Executive Order Waiving Student Assessment Requirements for 2019-2020 Scho...

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy (/governor/admin/about/)

Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver (/governor/admin/It/)

First Lady Tammy Snyder Murphy (/governor/admin/fl/)
Cabinet (/governor/admin/cabinet/)

Office of Health Care Affordability and Transparency
(/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml)
Boards, Commissions & Authorities (/governor/admin/bca/)
Internship Opportunities (/governor/admin/internship.shtml)

Governor’s Residence - Drumthwacket (http://drumthwacket.org/)

Key Initiatives

Economy & Jobs (/governor/initiatives/#Economy)
Education (/governor/initiatives/#Education)
Environment (/governor/initiatives/#Environment)
Health (/governor/initiatives/#Health)

Law & Justice (/governor/initiatives/#Justice)

Transportation (/governor/initiatives/#Transportation)

News & Events

Press Releases (/governor/news/news/562022/approved/news_archive.shtml)
Photos (https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Public Addresses (/governor/news/addresses)

Executive Orders (/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)
Administrative Orders (/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml)

Direct Appointments (/governor/news/appointments)

Advice and Consent Appointments (/governor/news/acappointments)
Statements on Legislation

(/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200407c.shtml 2/4


https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562022/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml

3/3/23, 10:17 AM Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Signs Executive Order Waiving Student Assessment Requirements for 2019-2020 Scho...
Administration Reports (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)
Transition Reports (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)

Press Kits (/governor/news/press)

Social

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/)
Twitter (https://twitter.com/GovMurphy)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/)
Snapchat (https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy)
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice)

TikTok (https://www.tiktok.com/@njgov?)

Contact Us

Scheduling Requests (/governor/contact/scheduling/)

Contact Us (/governor/contact/all/)

Statewide

NJ Home (//www.nj.gov)

Services A to Z (//lwww.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html)
Departments/Agencies (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/)
FAQs (//www.nj.gov/faqgs/)

Contact Us (//lwww.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html)

Privacy Notice (//www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html)

Legal Statement & Disclaimers (//www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

Accessibility Statement (//www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html)

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200407c.shtml 3/4


https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.tiktok.com/@njgov?
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html

3/3/23, 10:17 AM Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Signs Executive Order Waiving Student Assessment Requirements for 2019-2020 Scho...

(//nj.gov/opra/)

(https://my.state.nj.us/openam/Ul/Login)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2023
Office of Governor PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625

609-292-6000

(https://tech.nj.gov/)

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200407c.shtml 4/4


https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/

