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W
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G

M
EN
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T
h

e N
ew

 jersey E
thnic L

ife series has b
een

 m
any years in th

e m
aking. 

It has 
involved several 

organizations an
d

 
m

any individuals. 
W

e 
are 

in
d

eb
ted

 to all o
f them

. 
T

h
e series is b

ased
 o

n
 a collection o

f m
o

re than fifteen 
h

u
n

d
red

 
interview

s tape-recorded b
y

th
e N

ew
Jersey H

istorical C
om

m
ission's M

ulti­
E

thnic O
ral 

H
istory Project 

in 
1979-1980. T

h
e E

thnic 
H

eritage S
tudies 

P
rogram

, 
U

nited 
States 

O
ffice 

o
f E

ducation 
(n

o
w

 th
e 

U
nited 

States 
D

epartm
ent o

f E
ducation), p

ro
v

id
ed

 th
e grant that su

p
p

o
rted

 the 
col­

lection project. 
T

h
e E

lem
entary an

d
 S

econdary E
ducation P

rogram
 o

f 
the 

N
ational E

n
d

o
w

m
en

t for th
e H

um
anities provided th

e funds that 
en

ab
led

 us to publish th
e pam

phlets. 
A

 n
u

m
b

er o
f high-school teachers in th

e state u
sed

 early versions 
of th

ese booklets in their classes. 
T

he suggestions m
ad

e by th
em

 an
d

 
their students p

ro
v

ed
 invaluable. T

h
ese teachers w

ere R
aym

ond A
klonis, 

E
lizabeth H

igh S
chool; Jo

sep
h

 Stringer, 
H

ighland Park 
H

igh 
S

chool; 
W

illiam
 F

ernekes, H
u

n
terd

o
n

 C
entral H

igh S
chool; M

ary
O

'M
alley, Passaic 

V
alley H

igh S
chool, L

ittle Falls; L
ouis Pini, P

aterson C
atholic H

igh School; 
G

ary 
K

ulhanjian, 
Piscataw

ay 
H

igh 
S

chool; 
H

elen
 

S
im

pkins, 
V

ernon 
T

ow
nship H

igh S
chool; 

C
arol 

Ialvlountain, A
tlantic 

C
ity H

igh 
School; 

M
ichael G

ollnick an
d

 Paul G
uidry, B

urlington T
ow

nship H
igh School; 

S
abino Iovino, 

C
u

m
b

erlan
d

 R
egional H

igh 
S

chool, S
eabrook; R

obert 
S

igm
und, H

ad
d

o
n

 T
ow

nship H
igh School. 

T
hroughout th

e project w
e benefited from

 
th

e advice o
f a talented 

advisory board. For saving us from
 n

u
m

ero
u

s errors w
e thank its m

em
bers: 

E
.A

lm
a Flagg,N

ew
ark

B
oard

o
fE

ducation; M
ichael Frisch, State

U
niversity 

o
f N

ew
 Y

ork, B
uffalo; Jo

h
n

 A
 H

erbst, A
m

erican L
abor M

useum
; K

enneth 
A

 Job, W
illiam

 P
aterson C

ollege; R
ichard Sorrell, B

rookdale C
om

m
unity 

C
ollege; an

d
 V

itaut K
ipel, C

am
ille H

u
k

 S
tnorodsky an

d
 S

tanley S. S
obieski, 

m
em

b
ers o

fG
overnor B

rendan B
yrne's E

thnic A
dvisory C

ouncil. 
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A
C

K
N

O
W

lE
D

G
M

E
N

TI; 

T
he oral histories o

n
 w

hich w
e have based the series w

ere collected 
u

n
d

erth
e

supervision
o

fR
ichard

SorrellofB
rookdale C

om
m

unity
C

ollege; 
T

hom
as H

. B
row

n o
f C

um
berland C

ounty C
ollege; R

ichard M
oss o

f E
ssex 

C
ounty

C
ollege; H

eyw
ard

E
hrlich o

fR
utgers,the

State
U

niversity,N
ew

ark; 
O

scar F
ishstein o

f U
nion C

ollege. T
heir students, o

u
r interview

ers, are 
to

o
 num

erous to list individually, but w
ithout them

 w
e w

o
u

ld
 have 

had n
o

 project. 

G
overnor B

yrne's 
E

thnic A
dvisory C

ouncil 
and 

the 
D

epartm
ent o

f 
E

ducation provided invaluable assistance to the project. 
R

onald].G
rele,director o

fthe O
ralH

istory
R

esearch
O

ffice
atC

olum
bia 

U
niversity, deserves our special thanks. It w

as largely through his efforts, 
w

hile h
e w

as research director at the C
om

m
ission, that the M

ulti-E
thnic 

O
ral H

istory Project and the N
ew

jersey E
thnic L

ife series w
ere conceived 

an
d

 funded. 

W
e also thank those C

om
m

ission staff m
em

bers w
h

o
 helped prepare 

the booklets: D
avid S. C

ohen, w
h

o
 diligently sought o

u
t th

e illustrations; 
M

ary R
 M

urrin, w
h

o
 carefully prepared the charts an

d
 graphs an

d
 the 

ethnic group histories; PatriciaA
 T

hom
as, w

h
o

 transcribed the oral history 
interview

s an
d

 typed various drafts o
f the m

anuscript. T
hanks to

o
 are 

d
u

e to A
drienne Scerbak for h

er help in preparing the booklet on w
om

en. 
L

ee R
 

Parks deserves o
u

r deepest gratitude for the 
skill w

ith 
w

hich 
h

e edited o
u

r p
ro

se an
d

 the tact w
ith w

hich he encouraged us to accept 
his suggestions. N

ancy H
. D

allaire ably designed the series and oversaw
 

its production. 

Finally, this w
ork w

as m
ad

e possible above all by those N
ew

Jerseyans 
w

h
o

 so kindly consented to be interview
ed for o

u
r project. W

e h
o

p
e 

that these booklets stand as so
m

e expression of o
u

r gratitude to them
. 

I 
IN

T
R

O
D

U
C

T
IO

N
 

J 

T
here are tw

o basic, som
ew

hat contradictory schools o
f thought about 

th
e people of th

e U
nited States o

f A
m

erica. In 
o

n
e view

, A
m

ericans 
share essentially the sam

e culture an
d

 traditions. In th
e other, they are 

divided by their varied backgrounds. 
T

hese view
s are often represented by figures o

f speech. T
hose w

h
o

 
hold the 

first view
 m

ay 
use 

th
e im

age of a m
elting pot -

a vessel 
in w

hich separate m
etals or other substances are gradually b

len
d

ed
 into 

one. 
In this view

 A
m

erica dissolves im
m

igrant cultures to form
 a n

ew
 

m
ixture. 
A

 prosperous F
rench im

m
igrant fanner, H

ector St.Jo
h

n
 de C

revecoeur, 
expressed this idea m

o
re than tw

o h
u

n
d

red
 years ago. H

e w
rote that 

the A
m

erican abandons his "ancient prejudices an
d

 m
anners" an

d
 takes 

n
ew

 ones "from
 the n

ew
 m

o
d

e o
f life he has em

braced." In A
m

erica, 
h

e felt, "individuals o
f all nations are m

elted into a n
ew

 race." 
P

roponents o
f the second view

 com
pare A

m
erican society to a salad 

bow
l or a hearty stew

. T
h

e separate ingredients, they say, d
o

 not b
len

d
 

together an
d

 lose their special characteristics; instead, th
e flavors and 

textures o
f all th

e ingredients com
plem

ent each o
th

er to m
ake a w

hole 
w

hich is better than th
e su

m
 of th

e parts. 
In the sam

e w
ay, these thinkers argue, A

m
ericans keep elem

ents of 
their original cultures alive for m

any generations. T
hese thinkers, often 

called "cultural pluralists," believe m
any cultures coexist in our nation. 

B
oth m

etaphors -
the m

elting p
o

t an
d

 the salad bow
l -

recognize 
that ethnic diversity has b

een
 fundam

ental in th
e grow

th of the U
nited 

.. 
States. Since th

e seventeenth century o
u

r history has b
een

 the story of 
m

any cultures interacting. T
he m

eeting an
d

 m
ixing of traditions, values, 

an
d

 expectations from
 allo

v
er th

e w
orld give U

nited States history its 
special com

plexity. 
N

ew
 Jersey, w

ith m
o

re than a h
u

n
d

red
 ethnic groups, is an excellent 

7 



exam
ple. 

Few
 states have so m

any cultural backgrounds w
ithin 

their 
boundaries. T

he booklet you are about to read contains excerpts from
 

the tape-recorded life histories of N
ew

 Jerseyans from
 m

any o
f these 

groups. 
T

he tapes w
ere m

ade by college students, m
ost of them

 just a few
 

years older than you, during the school year 1979·80. T
he people they 

interview
ed, w

ho so readily told the stories of their travels, careers, hom
es 

and fam
ilies,live

in
your

tow
ns

and
cities.T

hey
could

be
your

neighbors, 
friends or relatives. R

em
em

ber this as you read. T
his booklet is based 

on interview
s conducted by students like you w

ith people like m
any 

o
f your acquaintances. 
Som

e of your neighbors speak languages other than E
nglish. O

thers 
use E

nglish w
ith rich, thick accents that m

ay be hard to understand. 
O

ften
they

seem
 detached

from
the affairs

ofcom
m

unity
or

neighborhood 
that interest you. B

ut if you knew
 them

 better you w
ould probably find 

that they are involved in com
m

unities of their ow
n, com

m
unities of 

people w
ho share ethnicity, w

ho belong to the sam
e ethnic groups. 

B
ut w

hat is an ethnic group? 
G

enerally, it is a collection of people w
ho share a culture -

people 
w

ith the sam
e race, religion, nationality, language, history, values, or 

custom
s. D

ifferent com
binations of these elem

ents 
determ

ine ethnic 
identity for different groups. 

For exam
ple, race is the m

ain thing that defines A
m

erican blacks as 
an ethnic group. T

he C
hinese and Japanese, how

ever, are of the sam
e 

race but different ethnicities, R
eligion gathers Jew

s of m
any nationalities 

into a single ethnic group, but national origii and other characteristics 
divide C

hristians and M
uslim

s into m
any. 

L
anguage and other cultural elem

ents separate the Flem
ings ethnically 

from
 the W

alloons, even though they share B
elgian nationality. B

ut the 
E

nglish,the Irish
and the

Scots,w
ho

allspeak
the sam

e
language,belong 

to different ethnic groups. 
E

thnicity is an elusive concept. B
ut it is one of the keys to U

nited 
States history. T

his booklet w
ill bring you closer to understanding it. 

In presenting voices from
 N

ew
 Jersey's ethnic groups great care has 

been taken to let them
 speak clearly. Spoken language m

ust be edited 
to m

ake it readable. Som
etim

es the prose has been changed substantially, 
but every passage accurately reflects the intention, m

eaning and even 
verbal style of the speaker. 

W
e have several aim

s for this series. O
ral history -

that is, the tape­
recording of people's recollections -

captures the past in a special w
ay. 

W
e hope these booklets show

 that all people, in the w
ay they conduct 

.
.
.
.
 
~

 ...V
L

J
'-

' ...... £
-
~
·
,

 

their lives, both m
ake history and are m

ade by it. W
e hope the w

ords 
o

f people from
 so m

any cultural backgrounds w
ill help you understand 

your ow
n ethnic background. A

nd w
e hope to m

ake you m
ore perceptive 

about the ethnic heritage of others. 
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-
-
-
-
=
=
~
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I 
T

he R
easons for M

igrating 

J 

I w
as born 

in the village of T
urka in 1897. T

urka w
as a part of the 

A
ustro-H

ungarian E
m

pire;" today it is in the U
kraine, a part of the Soviet 

U
nion.... I did w

ell in school, the teachers gave m
e the highest m

arks 
there w

ere. B
ut w

e didn't have any m
oney so I didn't have the oppor­

tunity to go very far. 
Instead I w

ent to w
ork I got a job in a grocery store. It w

as lousy 
but itw

as
a

job.Iw
as

getting
tw

enty-five kronen.* T
hatm

eans in
A

m
erican 

m
oney about five dollars. For the w

hole year! 
I got a m

eal a day too but that w
as never adequate: plus w

hatever 
w

e could eat in the grocery
store, in the stock room

 in the back B
etw

een 
orders, betw

een deliveries and the sw
eeping and all that, w

e'd sneak 
and eat a pound of prunes, a half a pound of nuts or som

ething. W
hatever 

w
as in the box there in the room

, w
e ate. I w

asn't the only one. T
here 

w
ere a couple m

ore fellow
s like m

e.... If (the ow
ner) had given us 

som
e bread and butter and coffee w

e probably w
ouldn't have eaten 

his w
alnuts and his prunes. T

his cost him
 m

uch m
ore, .but w

e didn't 
care as long as w

e filled up. 
So this w

as the w
ay m

y w
orking life started, w

ith this little bit of 
tw

enty-five kronen a year. M
om

 couldn't w
ait the six m

onths to draw
 

on it, because w
e w

ere so up against it. A
fter a couple of m

onths, she 
had to go to the store and beg the ow

ner to give her an advance on 
m

y w
ages, five kronen or som

ething.... T
his is how

 poor w
e w

ere­
.... H

ow
 can you live like that? 

So m
y parents decided w

e should m
ove to K

olom
yya. It w

as about 
tw

o and a half m
iles from

 T
urka and w

as a good-sized tow
n. M

y father 
knew

 a lot of people there and he felt m
aybe he could do som

ething 
other than trying to farm

. A
nd m

y m
other, w

ho knew
 how

 to bake bread 

*S
ee

glossary 

11 
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professionally, thought that by going to K
olom

yya she could m
aybe sell 

som
e bread. T

hey also thought that m
aybe I could get a better job. 

B
ut it didn't w

ork out that w
ay. T

he grocery
stores in K

olom
yya didn't 

pay any better. H
ow

 can you w
ork for five dollars a year? It w

as no 
future. W

here w
as I going in that grocery store? W

e got together and 
w

e decided that m
y only solution w

as to go to the U
nited S

tates-to
 

go to A
m

erica. 

B
ut that took m

oney and w
ho had the m

oney? E
sther w

as the one: 
m

y aunt. She w
as w

orking as a servant and she had a little bank book 
I don't know

 how
 m

uch m
ore she had but she w

ent to the bank and 
pulled out enough for m

e to pay for the ticket and to· have tw
enty­

five dollars in cash to show
 at C

astle G
arden." I had to have enough 

m
oney to show

 that I w
ouldn't be a burden to anyone. I also had to 

buy som
e clo

th
es-at least one clean suit. I couldn't go to A

m
erica 

in the clothes I w
ore in 

the grocery store. A
unt E

sther lent m
e the 

m
oney and I left. 

-
M

ax T
eicher 

A
D

 h
u

m
a

n
kin

d
 shares the experience o

f m
oving fro

m
 o

n
e place to 

another. 
T

he people o
f all racial, religious a

n
d

 national groups have 
m

o
ved

 a
t som

e tim
e in their history. T

he history o
f m

ass h
u

m
a

n
 m

igration 
is ancient, a

n
d

 it is continuous. 
In o

n
e sense all inhabitants o

f the U
nited States reached this continent 

by 
m

igration. 
E

ven 
native A

m
ericans descend fro

m
 

m
igrants; 

their 
ancestors, m

ost scholars believe, 
crossed the B

ering Strait fro
m

 A
sia to 

N
orth A

m
erica in 

a series o
f m

ajor m
igrations betw

een 40,000 a
n

d
 

1
1

,0
0

0
B

.e 
A

D
others are either im

m
igrants them

selves or the descendants o
f those 

w
ho have im

m
igrated in the 375 years since the first p

erm
a

n
en

t settlers 
arrived in 1607. O

f course black A
m

ericans w
ere brought to this conti­

n
en

t forcibly as slaves, a
n

d
 a fo

rced
 m

igration differs greatly fro
m

 a 
voluntary one. 

Y
et the A

tlantic slave tra
d

e
-o

n
e
 o

f the largest forced 
m

igrations
in h

isto
ry-w

a
s

a
Significantepisode

in the
peopling o

fN
orth 

A
m

erica. A
n

d
 in the tw

entieth century the black exodus fro
m

 the southern 
U

nited States closelyparalleled the experience o
f em

igrants fro
m

 foreign 
lands. 

W
by have so m

a
n

y people uprooted them
selves to settle or resettle in 

the U
S

?
 T

here are as m
a

n
y reasons a

n
d

 com
binations o

f reasons fo
r 

m
oving as people w

ho m
ove. 

P
U

SH
/P

U
lL

 

M
ost h

u
m

a
n

 m
igration ca

n
 be understood in term

s o
f either a p

u
sh

 
ora

puc. P
eoplearep

u
sh

edfro
m

theirhom
esby

unsatisfactory
circum

stan­
ces or pulled by the belief that conditions wiD

 be better elsew
here. G

ener­
aU

y both influences appear, b
u

t m
a

n
y people rem

em
ber o

n
e o

f them
 

as m
ore com

pelling than the other. 
M

argaret Laeser,a
seventy-eight-year-old

G
erm

an, rem
em

bersher
native 

la
n

d
 d

u
rin

g
 the 1920s. 

T
here w

ere no jobs or anything in G
erm

any. Inflation had com
e and 



15 

..... 
I 

AM
ERICAN 

TDTHE STE AM £RS =.£J 

T
his 1855 cartoon suggests how

 closely the labor m
arket w

as related to im
m

igration policy. 
It show

s jobs at good w
ages luring w

orkers to the U
nited States w

hile an E
nglish em

ployer 
tries to keep a w

om
an from

 leaving. T
he w

oodcut, by an anonym
ous artist, contains m

any of 
the visual conventions of its day. C

astle G
arden" w

as the im
m

igration station in N
ew

 Y
ork at 

the tim
e. B

rother Jonathan, w
ho sits on the far shore w

ith the A
m

erican eagle on his shoulder, 
w

as
a

precursor
of

U
ncle Sam

; the E
nglish

em
ployer

looks
likeJohn B

ull,a
cartoon

figure
w

idely 
used to represent G

reat B
ritain. T

he lion is a very old sym
bol for E

ngland. 
C

ourtesy of the 
M

useum
 of the C

ityof N
ew

Y
ork. 

m
oney w

asn't w
orth anything any m

ore. I w
anted to com

e over to A
m

erica 
but m

y father didn't w
ant to let m

e. H
e said, "Y

ou stay here." B
ut it 

got so bad I had to leave. 

F
red

H
anke, seventy-sixyearsold,also recallshardshipsin

G
erm

a
n

yduring 
thatperiod. 

N
o jobs w

ere to b
e had. I w

as laid off by the m
unitions factory. I tried 

everything: even selling from
 house to house. 
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E
d

w
a

rd
 Losch, 

a 
seventy-five-year-old jew

, sa)J.5 that he felt p
u

sh
ed

 to 
leave A

ustria a
fter G

erm
a

n
y a

n
n

exed
 the co

u
n

try in
 1938 a

n
d

 anti­
S

em
itisrn increased 

I didn't decide to leave m
y hom

e, I w
as forced to leave. T

he country 
w

as invaded by the G
erm

ans and I had to leave. Fortunately enough, 
even though I w

as supposed to go three tim
es to the concentration 

cam
p, I w

as able, if I m
ay say so, to escape. I cam

e to the U
nited States 

o
n

N
ovem

ber
5,1939,am

ong
the lucky

few
 w

ho
could

leave
thatcountry 

an
d

 find refuge in this country. For this I am
 not only thankful to the 

people of the U
nited States, I am

 thankful to G
od that H

e show
ed m

e 
the w

ay that m
y life could b

e refreshened and reborn. 

H
elm

i H
olm

berg, 
sixty-nine, recalls that very d

ifficu
lt tim

es fo
rced

 h
er 

p
a

ren
ts to leave F

in
la

n
d

 in
 1913. 

M
y m

other and father w
ere very poor. T

hey didn't have anything. M
y 

aunt w
as already looking after m

y sister.... T
hey had only o

n
e cow

, 
nothing really to keep them

 there. T
hey w

eren't w
orking. M

y father 
couldn't get w

ork, so in June he cam
e to this country. 

H
e w

as supposed to send for m
y m

other, 
but 

he 
never w

rote to 
her.... She decided to sell the 

cow
 and ask m

y uncle 
if he w

ould 
lend her the m

oney so she could com
e to A

m
erica too. She left on 

S
eptem

ber 10.M
y

fatherw
as already here alm

ost four m
onths. M

y
m

other 
cam

e because she didn't have any w
ay to support us. 

F
or others it w

a
s less the p

u
sh

 th
a

n
 the pun. A

 vision o
f the U

nited 
States 

as 
the 

"prom
ised la

n
d

" d
rew

 th
em

 like 
a 

m
agnet. 

A
ntoinette 

B
jorklund, fifty, 

tells us that h
er p

a
ren

ts em
igrated fro

m
 G

reece w
ith 

a certain im
a

g
e o

f the n
ew

 land. 

M
y m

other cam
e over w

hen she w
as fifteen years old. It m

ust have 
b

een
 1921. M

y m
other's fam

ily had great expectations of the U
nited 

States. Y
ou've heard that old story about people expecting to see the 

streets lined w
ith gold. W

ell, in her case they really did. 

U
lum

dsha A
lbataew

, a forty-six-year-old K
a

lm
u

k w
h

o
 ca

m
e to this coun­

try fro
m

 G
erm

a
n

y a
fter W

orld W
a

r II, also m
en

tio
n

s this im
age. 

T
he 

understanding o
f p

eo
p

le outside o
f the U

nited States is that it's 
the country of opportunity. 

If anybody w
ants to m

ove to som
e other 



M
anyim

m
igrants,particularly

those
w

ho cam
e

to
the U

nited
Statesin

the lastthird ofthe nineteenth 
century, w

ere attracted by the jobs offered in A
m

erica's thriving industrial cities. Paterson, w
ith 

three m
ajor industries -

silk, iron, and locom
otive m

anufacture -
offered m

ore opportunities 
than m

any larger cities. It is show
n in a som

ew
hat idealized view

 from
 1880. C

ourtesy of the 
Passaic C

ounty H
istorical Society. 

country, the U
nited States is the first country that they 'W

aI1t to go to. 

Slio. others rem
em

ber a balance betw
een the p

u
sh

 fro
m

 hom
e a

n
d

 
the p

u
ll o

f the n
ew

 destination. 
T

eresa Siegert, forty-one, explains w
hy 

h
erparents ca

m
e to A

m
erica fro

m
 Italy. 

W
e are talking about surviving. M

y m
other's parents brought their young 

fam
ily over because they w

ere looking for w
hat A

m
erica is know

n for. 
Y

ou know
, better opportunity to m

ake a living, that type o
f thing. A

nd 
m

y father com
ing over at age tw

enty-one, w
as looking for som

ething 
else too. H

e fought in the First W
orld W

ar. H
e gave several years o

f 
his life, from

 age sixteen, w
hich is very young, to tw

enty-one. A
nd w

hen 

P
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8 m
illion 

8 m
illion 

7 m
illion 

7 m
Illion 

II
N

ew
 Je

rse
y p

o
p

u
la

tio
n


 

~

 F
o

re
ig

n
-b

o
rn


 

6 m
illio

n
 

6 m
illion 

5 m
illion 

5 m
illion 

4 m
illion 

4 m
illion 

3 m
illion 

3 m
illion 

2 rm
lltcn 

2 m
rlhcn 

1 m
illion 

1 m
illion 

500,000 
500.000 

1980 

From
 1880 to 1920 N

ew
 Jersey's proportion of foreign-born inhabitants increased 

about as rapidly as the total population. Since 1920 the num
ber of foreign-born 

N
ew

 ]erseyans has rem
ained fairly constant, 

although the total population has 
nearly doubled. A

s 
a result, the 

foreign-born 
proportion has b

een
 reduced by 
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he got out of the arm
y there w

as nothing for him
. W

hen he cam
e to 

A
m

erica, he saw
 it in the sam

e w
ay as did m

y m
other's parents. 

E
rica Schaller, 

forty-eight years old, is a native o
f G

erm
any. She teU

s 
w

hy she a
n

d
 her husband cam

e to this country after W
orld W

ar II. 

W
ell, I guess to better ourselves. A

fter the w
ar in G

erm
any there w

as 
no w

ork, no housing, nothing. So I guess w
e decided to com

e over 
here since w

e heard that it w
ould be better here for living. 

W
O

R
K

,PE
R

SE
C

U
T

IO
N

 

T
he desire to m

a
ke a decent living isperhaps the m

ost im
portant reason 

fo
r m

oving. M
ario Rossi, a sixty-seven-year-old Italian, s

a
~

 his parents 
cam

e to fin
d

 w
ork. 

T
hey thought they w

ould find a better life here in this country. O
ver 

in Italy they w
ere struggling and they w

eren't m
aking it. T

here w
as no 

w
ork M

y father had a trade, he w
as an expert hatm

aker. In those days 
they m

ade hats by hand, see, not by m
achine. B

ut his plant closed 
dow

n and he couldn't find w
ork elsew

here in
 his field. H

e got a job 
in a pastry shop, w

hat they call a pasticceria," w
here they m

ake Italian 
pastries and things like that. H

e w
as an apprentice. T

hat's the kind of 
w

ork he did before he cam
e to A

m
erica. 

W
iU

iam
 P

ruitt, a sixty-seven-year-old A
fro-A

m
erican, says that the prom

­
ise o

f better w
ages prom

pted him
 to m

ove to Y
oungstow

n, O
hio, fro

m
 

A
labam

a in 1932. 

I had tw
o brothers w

ho left before m
e. I liked w

hat they told m
e about 

O
hio, so

Ithought it w
astim

e
for

m
e

to
go

too. 
I w

as m
aking fifty cents a day and they w

ere m
aking six to seven 

dollars a day. Fifty cents a day. T
hat's three dollars a w

eek. O
ne day 

I w
orked for forty cents, hauling hay for a m

an. Som
e of the people 

w
ere paying seventy-five cents, but just about everybody got fifty cents. 

Still I w
as doing better than a lot of the fellow

s, because m
y cousin 

and I got room
 and board. Every Saturday the boss laid three dollars 

at m
y place and three dollars at m

y cousin's place. T
hat w

as a w
eek's 

w
ork and that's w

hat m
ade m

e w
ant to go to Y

oungstow
n. Y

ou didn't 
m

ake any m
oney in A

labam
a. 

R
acial segregation in the South w

as.one reason m
anyA

fro-A
m

ericans 
m

oved elsew
here betw

een 1915 and 1965. T
his photograph from

 
about 

1955 show
s 

segregated 
drinking 

fountains 
in 

a 
tobacco 

w
arehouse in N

orth C
arolina. C

ourtesy of the Schom
burg C

enter 
forR

esearch
in B

lack
C

ulture,N
ew

Y
ork

Public
library. 

Thirty-eight-year-old D
udley D

avy from
 ja

m
a

ica
 s
a
~

 the higher w
ages 

in the U
nited States helped h

im
 decide to im

m
igrate. 

I cam
e to the U

nited States because I w
as looking for m

ore m
oney. 

I just cam
e to w

ork on the farm
s: a contract laborer." A

fter w
e w

orked 
the season here, w

e w
ould go back hom

e to Jam
aica. I did this for 

three seasons. O
nly after I saw

 the m
oney w

as so good did I decide 
to stay. 

M
any im

m
igrants w

ere fleeing persecution. O
ften thepersecution w

as 
religious, as fo

r m
a

n
y o

f the jew
s w

ho cam
e to this country. B

enjam
in 

L
eeds is ninety-one years old; he arrived in 

1901. P
oor treatm

ent o
f 

R
u

m
a

n
ia

n
jew

sp
ro

m
p

ted
 his fam

ily to m
ove. 
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T
here w

ere social problem
s in R

um
ania. Y

ou had to tell people that 
you w

ere of the Jew
ish faith. A

nd those of the Jew
ish faith didn't have 

w
hat you called rights, social rights. T

here w
as no Jew

ish new
spaper. 

Jew
s w

ere not allow
ed to vote. 

A
nti-Sem

itism
 also led H

ilda W
olin's m

other to bring the fam
ily to this 

country fro
m

 G
erm

any in the late 1930s. M
rs. 

W
olin, fifty-nine, recalls. 

T
he last years in G

erm
any w

ere not pleasant. I m
ean, there w

as no 
place you could go. Y

ou w
ere restricted in your m

ovem
ents, restricted 

w
here you shopped, restricted in everything . . . So on .M

arch 23, 1938, 

R
eligious persecution has driven m

any im
m

igrants to these shores. T
he m

ost intense episode 
took place during W

orld W
ar II, w

hen the N
azis tried to annihilate the Jew

s of E
urope. Som

e 
Jew

s escaped to the U
nited States and other countries, but m

any w
ere taken to concentration 

cam
ps and m

urdered. Jew
s from

 allover Poland, confined in a sm
all area of W

arsaw
 to aw

ait 
deportation, revolted in 1943, but the N

azis defeated them
 easily. 

In this photograph, taken 
after the revolt, soldiers line up w

om
en and children for assignm

ent to a concentranon cam
p. 

C
ourtesy

ofthe
Y

N
O

 Institute
forJew

ish R
esearch. 
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w
e left G

erm
any, A

nd as soon as w
e left from

 G
erm

any, H
itler couldn't 

do us any m
ore harm

. 

A
notherjew

, R
abbi B

ernard O
berstein, fifty-seven, rem

em
bers: 

M
y grandfather cam

e to this country because he heard that he could 
have som

e 
religious freedom

 
here. 

H
e also 

cam
e 

to escape being 
persecuted because of the political activities in w

hich one of his sons, 
m

y uncle, becam
e involved. H

e had to leave B
ialystok" because the 

R
ussian governm

ent w
as ready to arrest m

y uncle and send him
 aw

ay 
for life.T

o save this son he sold everything
he had. A

fter going to Frankfurt 
[G

erm
any] and then liverpool [E

ngland] he cam
e to this country. 

F
ifty-tw

o-year-old jirin
a

 M
eixner is one o

f m
a

n
y persons w

ho have 
entered this country since 

W
orld W

ar II to avoid political persecution 
by undem

ocratic governm
ents. She left her native C

zechoslovakia after 
the R

ussian occupation o
f 1968. 

I w
as involved in the political m

ovem
ent as a journalist; m

y specialty 
w

as the Soviet U
nion. T

his w
as actually the reason I knew

 that they 
w

ould be after m
e; I knew

 too m
uch. I traveled to the Soviet U

nion 
several tim

es each year betw
een 1953 and 1968.... 

W
hen 

[the R
ussians] ... cam

e I left. O
therw

ise I w
ould have gone 

to jail. I w
as, in fact, sentenced in absentia after I left. I knew

 that life 
w

ith the R
ussian

occupation w
ould change to the point w

here Iw
ouldn't 

be able to w
ork and m

y child w
ouldn't be able to go to school. So 

very quickly,w
ithin tw

o days, w
e decided to com

e to A
m

erica. 

E
lsa L

ake, forty-tw
o, is another post-W

orld W
ar II political refugee. She 

left C
uba in 1960. 

I felt it w
as a m

atter of Surviving. G
et out of the country or be killed 

W
hen the revolution started, it w

as not clear w
hat ideas C

astro had 
and w

hat he intended to do w
ith the governm

ent. It w
as m

uch later 
that the true situation of com

m
unism

 cam
e about. ... I had finished 

law
 school and had gotten a job w

ith the departm
ent dealing w

ith taxes. 
W

orking
foran

office
ofthe

governm
ent, I w

asbeing forced
to

do
things 

that I didn't like, and of course I flatly refused. I becam
e m

ore open 
in ... verbalizing how

 m
uch I disliked com

m
unism

. It got to the point 
w

hen I knew
 that they w

ould threaten m
y life and that I w

as headed 
tow

ard a dead end. I had to leave or I didn't know
 w

hat w
as going 

to happen to m
e. 
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Political upheavals such as rebellions and revolutions have 
uprooted m

illions, T
his dram

atic im
age from

 the CO
V

er of 
T

im
eQ

anuary7, 1957) depicts H
ungarians revolting in 1956. 

T
he rebellion W

3S put dow
n by S

oviet troops, and about 
35,000 H

ungarians escaped to the U
nited States.W

hen they 
arrived they w

ere quartered at C
am

p K
ilm

er in Piscataw
ay, 

M
iddlesex C

ounty. M
any rem

ained in the area, settling in 
the 

H
ungarian com

m
unity centered in N

ew
 B

runsw
ick 

C
ourtesy of T

im
e M

agazine. 
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o
f course, 

tn'gger m
ass 

m
igration. 

M
any 

E
uropeans 

w
ere 

uprooted by thg Second W
orld 

W
ar. T

he fam
ily o

f T
iiu L

apsins, fo
r 

exam
ple, fled

 its native E
stonia to escape R

ussian rule after the w
ar. 

M
rs. L

apsins w
as six. 

D
uring W

orld W
ar II perhaps 40 m

illion civilians w
ere forced to leave 

their 
hom

es. 
T

hree-quarters of them
 

w
ere 

E
uropeans. T

hough only a 
very few

 of these refugees w
ere adm

itted to the U
nited States, they m

ake 
up a considerable proportion of our eastern E

uropean im
m

igration since 
1945.M

any
refugees lived

in
displaced-persons

cam
ps before

they
m

oved 
to perm

anent hom
es. T

his photograph show
s a cam

p in L
uxem

bourg 
w

hose residents w
ere to be returned to the Soviet U

nion. Im
m

igrants 
to the U

nited States cam
e from

 sim
ilar cam

ps. C
ourtesy of the N

ational 
A

rchives. 

W
e left E

stonia in S
eptem

ber, 1944. T
he C

om
m

unists w
ere com

ing in 
and w

e knew
 w

hat they w
ere like. W

e w
anted o

u
r freedom

; w
e w

anted 
to keep o

u
r freedom

. 

D
orothy T

anno, 
a thirty-three-year-old U

krainian, explains her parents' 
situation in 1951, w

hen they left a displaced-persons cam
p in G

erm
any. 

M
y father 

had 
had 

his o
w

n
 business, b

u
t during the w

ar he 
lost it. 

T
here w

as really nothing there. O
f course you hear that A

m
erica is the 

land o
f opportunity, you know

, the streets are paved w
ith gold. So here 

w
e are. 

O
thers w

ho m
igrated because o

f w
a

r w
ere foreign w

om
en w

ho m
ar­

ried A
m

erican servicem
en. T

hey entered u
n

d
er the W

ar B
rides A

ct o
f 
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1946, w
hich perm

itted the im
m

igration o
f som

e 120,000 foreign-born 
w

ives a
n

d
 children o

f a
rm

ed
 sennce personnel E

lfrieda Spadoni, fifty­
I 

three, tells h
o

w
 she ca

m
e to this country as a G

erm
an w

a
r bride in 

1948. 
I 

I decided to leave G
erm

any because of m
y husband. I m

et m
y husband 

in 
G

erm
any after the w

ar.... W
e 

didn't have 
m

uch to 
eat, ... an

d
 

I
although he w

as an A
m

erican, h
e brought us food. T

hat's 
h

o
w

 I m
et 

him
. A

bout tw
o 

and 
a half years later w

e w
ere m

arried in G
erm

any 
and w

e cam
e together to th

e U
nited States. 

\ 

D
islike o

f w
a

r a
n

d
 desire to a

vo
id

 m
ilitary seruice also encourage 

em
igration.E

w
altK

uske,a
forty-eight-year-old

G
erm

an, tells
w

hy
hisfather 

left his hom
e. 

A
s w

e had signs back in th
e 1940s of U

ncle Sam
, his finger pointing 

at you, saying "I w
ant you," 

around 1903 the 
kaiser" 

had posters in 
G

erm
any saying 'W

e w
ant you." T

here w
as a com

pulsory m
ilitary draft. 

M
y father didn't believe in the m

ilitary; he didn't believe in violence, 
and he left G

erm
any at that tim

e. T
his w

as "W
ay before W

orld W
ar I. 

F
annie

Strauss,a seventy-five-year-old
R

ussianJew
 w

ho
ca

m
e to A

m
erica 

in 1913, recalls that her father left R
ussia to avoid the R

usso-japanese 
W

ar o
f 1

9
0

4
-1

9
0

5
 

M
y father cam

e ahead o
f us all. H

e cam
e just around the tim

e 
of th

e 
R

usso-Japanese W
ar.'" It m

ust have b
een

 around 1905.... H
e didn't w

ant 
to fight in the w

ar. If h
e had stayed there another six m

onths he w
ould 

have b
een

 drafted.... A
nd Jew

s in those clays had very little love for 
R

ussia. T
hey w

ere born there and they had to live there, but they certainly 
didn't w

ant to risk their lives for the czar." So it w
as either be drafted 

in the R
ussian w

ar against Japan and perhaps get killed or m
ake it your 

business to get 
out. T

his is w
hat he 

did. H
e had to steal across th

e 
border, ... w

hich m
eant that he had to pay an agent w

ho, for m
oney, 

could get y
o

u
 out. 

Seventy-year-old Iroing Sm
ith scrys that the R

usso-japanese w
a

r w
as also 

o
n

e o
f the reasons his father left R

ussia. 

B
y 1900, w

h
en

 R
ussia appeared to be getting ready to go to w

ar w
ith 

T
he w

ar in Southeast A
sia produced a recent w

ave of refugees. A
 

cover photograph from
 N

ew
sw

eek (A
pril 14, 1975) show

s V
ietnam

ese 
hastening to get out of Saigon before the last A

m
ericans w

ithdraw
. 

C
ourtesy of N

ew
sw

eek M
agazine and the Picture C

ollection, N
ew

 

Y
ork Public library. 

Japan, he w
as approxim

ately tw
enty years old. A

s the only son, h
e w

as 
supposed to b

e exem
pt from

 th
e draft. B

ut n
o

 attention w
as paid to 

this. So h
e w

as drafted. O
n

 his "W
ay to an arm

y cam
p th

e locom
otive 

sto
p

p
ed

 at so
m

e sm
all place for "W

ater and coal and to allow
 the draftees 

to get dow
n an

d
 use the 

latrines. M
y father, like others, w

ent over the 
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T
he countries and regions that supplied nearly all of N

ew
Jersey's foreign-born 

residents half a century ago account for only about 60 percent of them
 today. 

T
he rest com

e from
 places that form

erly provided too few
 im

m
igrants to register 

on the circle. 

N
O

TE: N
ew

 Jersey residents w
ho w

ere born in Puerto R
ico are not included here because 

Puerto R
ico is a com

m
onw

ealth associated w
ith the U

nited States. People born there are 
not officiallycounted as im

m
igrants. 
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w
all and w

as able, by paying off the right people, to be hidden during 
the day. Since they w

ere very close to the border he w
as able to escape. 

H
e m

ade his w
ay to B

udapest and eventually to L
ondon. T

his w
as a 

very, very com
m

on story of the period. 1
h

e R
ussian Jew

ish youth, w
ho 

had no reason to w
ant to fight a w

ar for the czar, and w
ho w

ere drafted, 
fled w

hen the opportunity arose. 

A
n

d
 fifty-nine-year-old H

ilda M
alkin, also

jew
ish, gives a sim

ilar reason 
fo

r her father's em
igration fro

m
 R

ussia in 1912. 

In his tow
n every year a lottery w

as held for the boys w
ho w

ere to 
be inducted

.... M
y father got the blue ticket. 1his m

eant that that year 
he could not be conscripted. H

e took advantage of this and he and 
his younger brother left for A

m
erica, w

here they had tw
o uncles w

ho 
paid for their passage and prom

ised to take care of them
. 

W
A

N
D

E
R

L
U

ST
 

T
he tbriO

 o
f adventure a

n
d

 a strong desire to travel -
a general 

restlessness som
etim

es called w
anderlust -

also
stim

ulatepeople to uproot 
them

selves. 
Seventy-tw

o-year-old A
strid H

enning, 
u

b
o

 is fro
m

 N
orw

ay, 
recalls. 

1here w
as a little adventure in m

e, you know
, and I just w

anted to 
go. I justw

anted to see A
m

erica. 
I w

as standing dow
n at the pier one day w

hen a ship w
as leaving 

forA
m

erica. I w
as eighteen. T

hey
played

the N
orw

egian
nationalanthem

. 
Y

ou alw
ays get goose pim

ples w
hen you hear your ow

n national anthem
. 

B
ut then they played the Star Spangled B

anner. I got goose pim
ples 

again and m
y hair w

as just rising, m
y heart w

as racing and I got very 
excited. I said, 'T

hat's going to be m
y country." I said, "I'm

 com
ing, 

I'm
 com

ing, A
m

erica" A
nd I decided right then and there to leave for 

A
m

erica. I w
ent right dow

n and put m
y nam

e dow
n at the O

ffice of 
Im

m
igration. It took tw

o years before m
y nam

e cam
e up. I left M

ay 
17, 1929. 

D
aniel Sheehan, fiftyjive, ca

m
e to A

m
erica fro

m
 Ireland in 1947 W

hen 
asked w

hy he cam
e, he replied: 

W
ell, w

anderlust. I guess you w
ould call it that. I really didn't have 

to com
e. I had everything I w

anted. B
ut it w

as just one of those things. 
I felt I just had to go. 

1H
E

 R
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N
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FA
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Som
e

people decide to m
igrate fo

r the
w

elfare o
ftheir children. M

ichael 
RoseO

i ca
m

e to this country fro
m

 Italy in 1919 w
hen he w

as five. H
e 

say
5

 o
f hisparents: 

1
h

e m
ain reason w

hy they cam
e here w

as for their children's benefit. 
... 1here w

ere w
ars constantly in E

urope; things w
ere so uncertain that 

[m
y m

other] 
feared for our safety. M

y m
other w

anted to get us aw
ay 

from
. ... any future w

ars that they w
ould have in E

urope. 

F
orty-eight-year-old

C
arm

elo V
igio, w

ho
m

o
ved

here
fro

m
his

native
P

uerto
 

R
ico in 1967, say

5
:
 

W
hen I w

as in the arm
y and w

hen I w
ent to study in an A

m
erican
 

college, I didn't have that m
uch com

m
and of the E

nglish language. I
 
had som

e problem
s and I decided that m

y children w
ere not going
 

to have the sam
e problem

s. I w
anted them

 to be bilingual.
 

E
D

U
C

A
T

IO
N

 

P
eople also p

u
ll u

p
 stakes fo

r the sake o
f their D

U
m

 educational goals. 
Since the 1950s, in particular, A

m
erica's colleges a

n
d

 universities have 
attracted thousands o

f foreign students. R
alph M

ishan, a fortyjive-year­
old Israeli, 

tells h
o

w
 he 

ca
m

e in 
1

9
6

0
 to further his education a

n
d

 

subsequently decided to stay here. 

I [got] a diplom
a in engineering [and] did m

y arm
y service in Israel. 

I cam
e to the U

nited Statesto continue m
y

studies at C
olum

bia U
niversity. 

... I concluded m
y m

aster's degree in 1961. 
A

ccording to U
nited States law

 I w
as entitled to eighteen m

onths of 
practical training in m

y profession before returning to m
y country. I 

found w
ork as a graduate engineer [at] the Sw

ingline C
orporation; they 

m
ake staples and staplers. A

pparently I w
as som

ething good from
 their 

point of view
.... W

hen I cam
e to ask perm

ission to extend m
y stay 

as a foreign student, they said, "... W
hy don't you take im

m
igrant status? 

If you choose to return to your country, you can still do so. B
ut hold 

on to the im
m

igrant status and then you w
on't have to get ... extensions 

every six m
onths."

I said, "Fine, let's go ahead and do it." I becam
e a perm

anent resident 
and from

 then 
on 

it w
as just a m

atter of five years and I becam
e a 

citizen. 
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H
igher education has long attracted im

m
igrants to the U

nited States. T
his photograph depicts 

a group o
fJapanese students at R

utgers C
ollege in 1870. R

utgers w
as the first A

m
erican college 

attended by Japanese students during the m
odernization of Japan. M

any o
f its Japanese alum

ni 
later held im

portant positions in the Japanese govem
m

ent. O
thers w

ere less fortunate; the Japanese 
w

ere not 
im

m
une to a num

ber o
f diseases here, and m

any of the students died. T
heir graves 

are in the W
illow

 B
rook cem

etery in N
ew

 B
runsw

ick C
ourtesy o

f the D
onald A

 Sinclair C
ollection, 

A
lexander Library, R

utgers U
niversity. 

Im
m

igrants have alw
ays had supporters and detractors. T

he tw
o cartoons o

n
 the
 

righthand page 
reflect opposite positions in the nineteenth-century debate about
 

w
hether to restrict access to o

u
r shores. T

he first ('T
h

e M
odem

 A
rk," by E

. S. B
isbee)
 

ran in H
arper's W

eekry, M
ay

6, 1871,w
ith an editorial suggesting that U

.S. im
m

igration
 
policy w

as "a trifle indiscrim
inate." It uses m

any racial and 
national 

stereotypes
 
to belittle the im

m
igrants. T

he other cartoon, by Joseph K
eppler (w

ho w
as him

self
 
an A

ustrian im
m

igrant), appeared in the hum
or m

agazine P
uck o

n
 A

pril 28, 1880.
 
It sym

pathetically portrays im
m

igrants fleeing w
ar and poverty and being w

elcom
ed
 

by U
ncle Sam

. (A
 knout is a w

hip w
ith leather thongs used for w

hipping crim
inals.)
 

C
ourtesy of the N

ew
-Y

ork H
istorical Society and the Picture C

ollection, N
ew

 Y
ork
 

Public Library,
 



T
he desire to co

n
tin

u
e his education also in

flu
en

ced
 B

ijan Sadri, a
n

 

Ira
n

ia
n

 w
ho ca

m
e w

hen he w
as seventeen. 

I decided to com
e to A

m
erica alm

ost three years ago. In Iran there 

is a test o
n

e m
ust take before being adm

itted to a university. 
It is a 

very difficult test. M
y father told m

e that if I didn't pass this test, he 

w
ould send m

e to this country to continue m
y education. I didn't pass. 

So that's w
hy I cam

e here. 
B

R
IE

f tlIST
O

R
Y

 O
f

U
N

IT
E

D
 ST

A
T

E
S IM

M
IG

R
A

TIO
N

 PO
L

IC
Y

M
U

LTIPLE R
EA

SO
N

S 

O
f course m

ost im
m

igrants ca
m

e to this country fo
r a co

m
b

in
a

tio
n

 
Im

m
igration policy is closely related to the need for labor. In general

o
f reasons. N

a
d

ia
 K

udryk's fam
ily, fo

r exam
ple, 

ca
m

e in 
1962, w

h
en

 
w

hen w
orkers are needed im

m
igration is encouraged; w

hen labor is
M

rs. K
u

d
ryk

w
a

s
thirteen.

T
hey

w
ere

F
rench

citizens
o

fU
krainianJew

ish 
not w

anted im
m

igration is discouraged. O
f course social and political

descent. 
factors, such as racialattitudes and international relations, are also involved. 

T
he reasons w

hy people leave hom
e to live in another land cannot

T
hings in France w

eren't that great. M
y

parents felt that they could give 
be reduced to the dem

ands of a labor m
arket, and neither can the reasons

us a better life here. W
e didn't have relatives living here but w

e had 
w

hy countries encourage or discourage com
ing and going.

acquaintances. W
e w

ere receiving letters from
 them

 about A
m

erica. I'm
 

T
here have been five distinct periods in the history of im

m
igration

sure m
y parents didn't think they w

ere going to find the streets paved 
policy in A

m
erica. T

hey are the C
olonial Period, the O

pen D
oor or N

on­
w

ith gold or anything like that. B
ut they figured that they w

ere w
orking 

Intervention Era, the E
ra of R

egulation, the E
ra of R

estriction, and the
in France and m

aking a living; w
hy not try another country w

hich w
as 

E
ra

of liberalization or R
eform

.
supposed to be better?A

nd it turned out to be better, really. 
D

uring the 
C

olonial P
eriod it w

as necessary to recruit settlers. Im
m

i­

gration and settlem
ent w

ere controlled by local authorities, w
ho tried 

E
lka E

lshtein ca
m

e to this co
u

n
try fro

m
 Israel w

ith her p
a

ren
ts in

 1963, 
m

any schem
es to 

encourage people to com
e to 

the 
colonies. T

hey 
w

h
en

 she 
w

as 
fourteen. 

Several factors 
in

flu
en

ced
 their 

decision 
to 

m
igrate. 

advertised; they offered free land; they paid boat fares; they prom
ised 

attractive jobs. M
ost im

m
igrants to the N

orth A
m

erican colonies in this 

period cam
e from

 E
ngland, Ireland, Scotland,W

ales and H
olland.

M
y father had to be on reserve duty at least tw

ice a year and it w
as 

W
hile E

uropean im
m

igrants becam
e the backbone of the labor force

becom
ing very difficult for m

y m
other. T

hey had the '56 w
ar and m

y 
in the N

orth and M
idw

est, slaves from
 A

frica w
ere the dom

inant source
m

other w
as involved in the '48 independence w

ar, and also W
orld W

ar 
of labor pow

er in the South. T
hough the first blacks in N

orth A
m

erica
II. She w

as in a concentration cam
p. It w

as becom
ing a bit too m

uch 
w

ere indentured servants" w
ith contracts to go free after a specified

for them
 to handle, especially for m

y m
other. M

y father didn't see any 
num

ber of years, slavery w
as w

ell established by the 
1640s. A

s large 
good future. H

e thought m
aybe he could do better and give his daughters 

plantations developed after the 1690s, the dem
and for slaves increased. 

a little m
ore than w

hat he w
as giving them

. T
hese w

ere som
e of the 

U
ntil the slave

trade
w

asabolished
in

1808, the
South

im
ported

far m
ore

reasons w
e cam

e. 
A

frican slaves than E
uropean im

m
igrant laborers. 

T
he second period, the 

O
pen D

o
o

r or N
on-Interuenuon E

ra, began 

w
ith independence in 1776 and lasted until the m

iddle 1870s. O
ne of 

the goals of the A
m

erican R
evolution w

as an open im
m

igration policy. 

A
s the colonists w

rote 
in the D

eclaration of Independence, the king 

33 
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had "endeavored
to

preventthe
population

ofthese
states"by

"obstructing 
the law

s for N
aturalization of Foreigners" and "refusing to pass others 

[that w
ould encourage] ... m

igrations hither." 
A

fter the 
A

m
erican R

evolution the 
states dealt w

ith 
im

m
igration 

independently. T
hose w

ith large ports, such as M
assachusetts, Pennsyl­

vania, N
ew

 Y
ork and M

aryland, concentrated on reducing the cost of 
m

onitoring 
the 

m
any im

m
igrants 

they w
ere 

receiving. 
T

he 
federal 

governm
ent did little; evidently it trusted the law

 of supply and dem
and, 

hoping that the opportunities offered by the expanding frontier w
ould 

encourage enough people to im
m

igrate. In 1820
the D

epartm
ent of State 

began to count the foreigners pouring through the nation's ports. B
y 

then severalstatesw
ere recruiting

overseas.Laterin
the

nineteenth
century 

m
ost states established im

m
igration officesto attractnew

com
ers. 

G
radually federal policy m

akers realized that the governm
ent w

ould 
have to attend to the m

any foreign arrivals. Finally in 1864 C
ongress 

established a B
ureau of Im

m
igration, but this agency did little because 

pow
er rem

ained w
ith the states until 1875. T

hen the Suprem
e C

ourt 
declared the state im

m
igration law

s unconstitutional on the grounds 
that only the federal governm

ent had the pow
er to regulate international 

com
m

erce. 

T
his decision ushered in the third era, the E

ra o
fR

egulation, in w
hich 

the governm
ent began to exercise control over arrivals. 

Im
m

igration 
authorities began by rejecting those unlikely to adapt w

ell. Soon only 
the healthy and em

ployable could enter. In 1882 C
ongress excluded 

all hopeful im
m

igrants w
ho had crim

inal records. It also barred m
entally 

illand retarded
people

and
others

likely
to

need
public

assistance. 
C

ongress passed the C
hinese E

xclusion A
ct in the sam

e year. T
his 

law
 prevented C

hinese w
orkers from

 entering the country and denied 
foreign-born

C
hinese

already
here

the
rightto

becom
e citizens.Supporters 

of the act, particularly spokesm
en for organized labor, claim

ed that by 
w

orking for extrem
ely low

 pay the C
hinese underm

ined local w
orking 

conditions. B
ut at the root of the law

 lay the assum
ption that the C

hinese 
w

ere an alien race w
ho could never assim

ilate into A
m

erican society. 
T

his w
as the first law

 restricting the im
m

igration of a specific national 
group: an im

portant precedent. 

T
he C

hinese 
issue w

as 
kept Q

jstinct from
 the questions posed by 

E
uropean im

m
igration until the late nineteenth century. B

etw
een 1820 

and 
1890, 85 percent of the new

com
ers cam

e from
 G

erm
any, Ireland, 

E
ngland,SC

otland
and

W
ales.T

hey
w

ere
basically

like
the people

already 
here. B

ut starting in the 
1880s southern and eastern E

uropeans cam
e 

m
ore and m

ore rapidly. T
he "new

 im
m

igrants," as they w
ere negatively 

u.s. IM
M

IG
R

A
T

IO
N

 /'O
LleY

 

labeled-S
lavs, Jew

s, H
ungarians, 

Italians, etc.-w
ere seen, 

like 
the 

C
hinese, as racially inferior and unassim

ilable. D
em

ands for system
atic 

governm
ent regulation of im

m
igration grew

 m
ore insistent. 

Full-scalefederal m
anagem

ent of im
m

igration began w
hen E

llisIsland, 
the new

, efficient federal im
m

igration station, opened in 1890. B
y 1910 

roughly 24,000 applicants for adm
ission w

ere being denied each year. 
M

eanw
hile, new

 law
s excluded m

ore 
categories: polygam

ists, victim
s 

of certain contagious diseases, and 
laborers w

ho had 
been recruited 

by advertisem
ents. 

Still im
m

igrants flooded 
in, and the 

m
ovem

ent for stricter control 
continued to gain force. R

equirem
ents for entry w

ere further tightened. 
In 1908 the 

"G
entlem

an's A
greem

ent" w
ith Japan 

restricted Japanese 
entry to the 

U
S. In 1910 a C

ongressional com
m

ittee (know
n as the 

D
illingham

 C
om

m
ission after its chairm

an, R
epublican Senator W

illiam
 

P. D
illingham

 of V
erm

ont) 
issued a forty-tw

o-volum
e report claim

ing 
to show

 "scientifically" that the new
 im

m
igrants, racially inferior to the 

old, w
ere incapable of becom

ing good A
m

ericans. 
T

he fourth era of im
m

igration policy, the 
E

ra o
f R

estriction, began 
w

ith the Im
m

igration A
ct of 1917. T

his legislation accepted the 
logic 

of the D
illingham

 C
om

m
ission. It w

as intended to reduce the num
ber 

of im
m

igrants, especially "new
 im

m
igrants." It denied entry to A

sian 
laborers not already excluded by previous law

s or agreem
ents, except 

residents of U
S. possessions such as the Philippine Islands. It also required 

allprospective new
com

ers overfifteen to take a literacy
test. 

T
he act did not reduce im

m
igration, how

ever. In 1921 over 800,000 
im

m
igrants arrived, only slightly few

er than in a typical year before the 
w

ar. T
he literacy test did not change the proportion of southern and 

eastern E
uropeans either, because m

ost of them
 could read and w

rite 
in their native languages. 

In 1921 the Q
uota A

ct w
as passed. It lim

ited each nation to a certain 
num

ber of im
m

igrants per year: 3 percent of the total listed in the 1910 
census as having been born in that nation. For exam

ple, the 1910
census 

show
ed that 1.3 m

illion U
S. residents had been born in Italy; the new

 
law

 thus allow
ed around 40,000 Italians C3 percent of 1.3 m

illion) to 
im

m
igrate 

each 
year. T

he 
quota 

system
 

reduced 
im

m
igration 

from
 

southern and eastern E
urope to around a quarter of the prew

ar levels. 
T

here
w

as
one

exception
to

the
system

:no
lim

itsw
ere placed

on
m

igrants 
from

 the nations of the W
estern H

em
isphere, partly because a supply 

of cheap M
exican farm

 labor w
as vital to agriculture in the Southw

est. 
In 1924 the quotas w

ere low
ered again. T

he percentage w
as dropped 

to 2 percent and the census base year w
as m

oved back to 1
8

9
0

-w
h

en
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there w
ere fur few

er foreign-born southern and eastern E
uropeans living 

here. 
B

ut even this severe step w
as not the end. In 1927 a "national 

origins" system
 becam

e law
. T

his system
, based on the national origins 

o
f the people in the u.s. population in 1920, w

as designed to prevent 
any further changes in the ethnic com

position of A
m

erican society. It 
fixed the 

total annual im
m

igration at 150,000 (less than 
the 

average 
annual Italian im

m
igration before W

orld W
ar I). E

ighty-tw
o percent, or 

123,000, o
fthe openings

w
ere to

be divided am
ong

the nations ofw
estern 

and northern E
urope. O

f the rem
ainder, 24,000

w
ere allocated to eastern 

E
uropean countries and 3,000 w

ere assigned to the rest o
f the nations 

that w
ere allow

ed quotas. T
hese lim

its rem
ained in effect until 1965. 

O
nce the 

"national origins" system
 had been im

plem
ented, im

m
i­

gration to the U
nited States dropped off drastically. D

uring the depression 
o

f the 1930s, for the 
first tim

e 
in U

.S. 
history, m

ore people left the 
country than 

entered. M
eanw

hile the country did little to help those 
E

uropeans jeopardized by the spread of Fascism
. Im

m
igration rem

ained 
low

 throughout the S
econd W

orld W
ar. B

ut the w
ar caused the national 

origins system
 to start softening: the C

hinese E
xclusion A

ct w
as repealed 

in 1943, after sixty years, and C
hina received the tiny annual quota o

f 
105. 

O
ther changes affected the m

illions of E
uropeans dislocated by the 

w
ar. P

residentH
arry

S.T
rum

an
issued

an
executive

orderin 1945
adm

itting 
40,000 displaced persons; a year later 120,000 alien w

ives and children 
o

f arm
ed-services personnel entered under the W

ar B
rides A

ct. B
etw

een 
1948 and 1953 C

ongress passed a series of displaced-person-
and refugee­

relief bills loosening the quotas 
to adm

it m
ore w

ar victim
s. P

erhaps 
half a m

illion refugees entered the U
nited States in these years, com

­
paratively few

 considering the m
illions displaced by the w

ar. 
L

egislation during this period reflects the developing C
old W

ar.· A
ction 

in the late 1940s favored victim
s of N

azi G
erm

any, w
hile legislation in 

the early
1950s and

laterfavored
refugees from

C
om

m
unism

.Forexam
ple, 

C
hinese opponents o

f M
ao Z

edong gained adm
ission in the early 1950s, 

supporters o
f the unsuccessful H

ungarian rebellion after 1956, and anti­
C

astro C
ubans after 1%

0. 
T

he 
current period, the fifth, is not so easy to nam

e. 
M

any call it 
the E

ra o
f L

iberalization or R
eform

 because in 1965 the system
 based 

on national origins w
as replaced. T

he new
 system

 allow
ed 290,000 legal 

im
m

igrants each year: 170,000 from
 the E

astern H
em

isphere (n
o

t m
ore 

than 20,000 p
er country) and 

120,000 from
 the W

estern 
H

em
isphere 

(n
o

 lim
it p

er country). T
his raised the quotas o

f m
any countries w

hich 
had b

een
 at a disadvantage for decades. B

ut potential im
m

igrants from
 

j
/

u.s. IM
M

IG
R

A
TIO

N
 PO

U
C

Y
 

m
any

o
fthese

countries
failed

to
benefitbecause

the law
gave

preference 
to im

m
igrants entering the U

nited States to unify broken fam
ilies. P

eople 
from

 m
any third w

orld countries had no fam
ilies here to reunite, since 

they had b
een

 prohibited from
 m

igrating previously. 
In 1976 C

ongress lim
ited the W

estern H
em

isphere as w
ell to 20,000 

im
m

igrants per country. A
lthough this caused problem

s w
ith M

exico, 
w

hich in som
e years had sent tw

ice that m
any, it im

proved the situation 
for im

m
igrants from

 other latin
 countries. T

heir allocations had suffered 
because M

exicans had 
used a disproportionate share 

of the W
estern 

H
em

isphere quota. 
T

oday
federal im

m
igration

policy
is

a
m

atter o
fgreatcontroversy.C

ritics 
com

plain that the refugee program
 is enforced selectively; prom

inent 
w

riters and intellectuals have b
een

 refused entry to the U
nited States, 

even as visitors. B
ut the m

ost controversial policy issue is the problem
 

o
f illegal im

m
igrants. E

stim
ates vary, but it is generally agreed that there 

are 
m

illions 
of 

undocum
ented 

w
orkers 

in 
the 

U
nited 

States. T
he 

. Im
m

igration and N
aturalization Service arrests and deports m

ore than 
a half m

illion people each year. 
In the 1980s there have b

een
 repeated efforts to reform

 the nation's 
im

m
igration policy. H

istorians m
ake predictions only at their peril, but 

it is safe to say that the 
issue w

ill rem
ain critically im

portant for the 
foreseeable future and m

ay produce m
ajor n

ew
 legislation before the 

en
d

 o
f the decade. 
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U
lum

dsha A
lb

ataew
, a forty-six-year-old K

alm
uk, w

as born in the Soviet 
U

nion. H
is fam

ily joined the G
erm

an retreat from
 R

ussia during W
orld 

W
ar II, and they lived in a displaced-persons cam

p in G
erm

any for several 
years. T

hey cam
e to this country in the early 1950s and spent a few

 
m

onths in N
ew

 M
exico, w

here M
r. A

lbataew
 w

orked as a cow
boy. T

hey 
then m

oved to F
reehold A

cres, M
onm

outh C
ounty. M

r. A
lbataew

 w
orked 

in a rug factory and in construction and then served tw
o years in the 

navy. A
fterthat he studied electronics at the C

apital Institute ofT
echnology 

in W
ashington, D

. c., w
here he m

et and m
arried a fellow

 K
alm

uk H
e 

w
orks in the nuclear fusion laboratory at Princeton U

niversity. H
e lives 

in F
reehold A

cres w
ith his w

ife and their three teenage daughters. 

A
n

to
in

ette B
jo

rklu
n

d
 w

as born in
 Philadelphia fifty years ago. H

er parents 
w

ere G
reek im

m
igrants. She grew

 up in
 Philadelphia, w

here her father 
ow

ned a restaurant. A
fter finishing high school, she w

orked briefly as 
a sales clerk at the John W

anam
aker departm

ent store and as an office 
clerk w

ith a short-lived m
agazine called 

Y
o

u
r A

m
e

rica
n

 H
a

rd
w

a
re

. In 
1949, soon after the m

agazine w
ent out of business, she m

arried John 
B

jorklund, a Sw
ede. T

hey have three children. 
Since the 

early 1950s 
they have lived in M

illville, C
um

berland C
ounty. 

D
u

d
ley D

avy is o
n

e of sixteen children of a Jam
aican farm

ing fam
ily. 

H
e is thirty-eight. H

e first cam
e to the U

nited States in
 1964, w

orking 
in Florida as a seasonal farm

 laborer for three 
consecutive years and 

returning to Jam
aica betw

een contracts. In 1967 he decided to stay in 
the U

nited States. A
fter five m

onths in M
iam

i he follow
ed som

e friends 
north to B

ridgeton, C
um

berland C
ounty. H

e w
orked as a laborer in a 

N
o

rs W
e have given the ages of the speakers during the school year 1979-1980, 

w
hen they w

ere interview
ed. 

39 
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flow
er nursery and then becam

e a cook at nearby Seabrook Fanus, w
here 

he is now
 a food inspector. In 1971 he m

arried Juanita Parr, a com
puter 

operator. T
hey live w

ith their four children in B
ridgeton. 

E
lka E

lshtein w
as born in 1949 in H

olon, Israel, a tow
n south of T

el 
A

viv. H
er father w

as a pipefitter and w
elder. W

hen she w
as fourteen, 

her parents brought her and her younger sister to Q
ueens, N

ew
 Y

ork 
T

hey m
oved tw

o years later to B
rooklyn, w

here her father opened a 
delicatessen after a w

elding accident. M
rs. E

lshtein finished high school 
and did

clericalw
ork

in
variousoffices,including

tw
o

W
allStreetbrokerage 

firm
s, She returned to Israel at tw

enty-one, intending to stay, but cam
e 

back to this country w
hen her m

other grew
 ill. She then m

et her husband, 
also an Israeli, w

hom
 she m

arried in 1971. T
hey live in O

akhurst w
ith 

their three children. M
rs. E

lshtein's husband is a self-em
ployed electrician. 

M
rs. E

lshtein teaches H
ebrew

 part-tim
e at the synagogue in O

akhurst, 
M

onm
outh C

ounty. 

Fred H
anke, seventy-six, w

as born in E
ssen, G

erm
any,w

here he attended 
school and w

orked in a factory and as a salesm
an. In 1927, during an 

econom
ic depression in G

erm
any, he im

m
igrated to B

rooklyn w
ith the 

help of a second cousin w
ho lived there. W

ashing and cleaning ears 
in a garage, he saved enough to buy a taxi. In 1928 he m

arried R
ose 

T
ausenfern, to w

hom
 he had been engaged in G

erm
any. T

hey have 
three children. A

fter tw
elve years in B

rooklyn they m
oved to Jersey C

ity. 
T

here M
r. H

anke m
anaged a delicatessen, w

hich he later bought. H
e 

is retired and lives w
ith his w

ife in R
ichfield, B

ergen C
ounty. 

A
strid 

H
enning, 

a 
seventy-tw

o-year-old 
N

orw
egian, is one of seven 

children born to O
le H

anson, a railroad construction forem
an, and his 

w
ife,V

erthine. M
rs. H

enning w
asbrought up in Stavanger, N

orw
ay, w

here 
she com

pleted eight years of school and becam
e a file clerk in a law

yer's 
office. W

hen she decided to em
igrate she becam

e a packer in a cannery 
to earn m

ore m
oney. Five years later, in M

ay 1929, she joined a sister 
in N

ew
 Y

ork She w
orked as a dom

estic servant until July 1930, w
hen 

she m
arried a fellow

 N
orw

egian and settled in B
rooklyn. T

he H
ennings 

had tw
o sons. A

fter 1940 M
rs. H

enning held various jobs: she w
rote 

for a 
N

orw
egian 

language 
new

spaper, 
dem

onstrated food 
at M

acy's 
departm

ent store, m
anaged the executive dining room

 at the U
. S. Steel 

Fairless H
ills W

orks 
in 

Pennsylvania, 
and 

w
orked 

as 
a 

governess­
housekeeper. M

rs. H
enning is a w

idow
. Since 1969, w

hen she retired, 

N
O
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she has lived in Plainfield, U
nion C

ounty, near o
n

e of her sons. 

H
elm

i H
olm

berg w
as born S

eptem
ber 1, 1910, in Finland. In 1926 she 

and her older sister cam
e to this country to live w

ith their m
other, w

ho 
ran a boarding house in D

uluth, M
innesota. M

rs. H
olm

berg m
oved to 

N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity in 1928 and w
orked as a dom

estic servant for tw
o years. 

She attended a beauty culture school in D
uluth for a year, w

orked as 
a beautician in N

ew
 Y

ork for three and a half years, and then returned 
to dom

estic service. In 1939 she m
arried R

udolph H
olm

berg, another 
Finn. H

e w
as a traveling salesm

an. D
uring the first few

 years of their 
m

arriage they lived in Pennsylvania,O
hio, and Florida and traveled w

idely. 
W

hen M
r. H

olm
berg returned from

 the arm
y in 1946, they bought a 

blueberry farm
 in V

ineland, C
um

berland C
ounty. T

hey still run it. 

M
ae Ikeda, a seventy-one-year-old N

isei,· w
as born in Salinas, C

alifornia. 
She is the oldest of ten children. H

er father cam
e to this country from

 
Japan as a recruiter and supervisor of Japanese sugar-beet w

orkers. H
er 

m
other joined him

 in 1908, and they bought a farm
. 

In 1928 he w
as 

killed in a ear accident, 
leaving M

rs. 
Ikeda responsible for the farm

. 
A

fter graduating from
 the U

niversity of C
alifornia at B

erkeley in 1932, 
M

rs. Ikeda m
arried, and she and her husband ran the farm

 for several 
years. D

uring W
orld W

ar II they w
ere sent w

ith their four children to 
a detention cam

p for Japanese in A
rizona. A

fter the w
ar they cam

e to 
Seabrook Farm

s, in C
um

berland C
ounty, w

here M
rs. Ikeda w

orked in 
the quality control laboratory for nineteen years. T

hen she took a job 
at B

ridgeton H
ospital. She has been active in the Japanese-A

m
erican 

C
itizen's league since it w

as form
ed 

in 1930. N
ow

 retired, she lives 
w

ith her husband in B
ridgeton, C

um
berland C

ounty. 

N
adia K

udryk, thirty, w
asborn

in France, one
offivechildren

ofa
U

krainian 
Jew

ish couple that m
oved there just before the Second W

orld W
ar. H

er 
father w

as a forem
an 

in a steel m
ill. T

he fam
ily cam

e to the U
nited 

States in 1962. T
hey lived in M

anhattan for tw
o years and then m

oved 
to Q

ueens, w
here she finished high school. W

hen she w
as tw

enty she 
m

arried a G
erm

an-born m
an w

ho is also of U
krainian Jew

ish descent. 
T

he K
udryks have three sons and live in Freehold, M

onm
outh C

ounty. 

E
w

alt M
athew

 K
uske w

asborn and raised in C
arm

el, C
um

berland C
ounty. 

H
e is forty-eight. H

is father cam
e here from

 G
erm

any around 1903, his 
m

other about ten years later; they w
ere 

m
arried 

in 1913. T
hey lived 



on L
ong Island and in P

hiladelphia before m
oving to N

ew
 Jersey. M

r. 
K

uske left high school tw
o m

onths before graduation and spent several 
years in the A

ir Force, partly in G
erm

any. L
ater he w

orked in a cotton 
m

ill and a glass factory, sold cars, and w
as a draftsm

an and m
achinist. 

H
e has tw

o daughters and 
a son from

 his first m
arriage. H

is present 
w

ife has tw
o daughters. T

he K
uskes live in M

illville, C
um

berland C
ounty, 

w
here he operates a general store. 

M
argaret L

aeserw
asborn

D
ecem

ber
19,1900,in

G
rossauheim

, G
erm

any. 
A

s a child she 
helped her father run 

a bakery and a w
ine business, 

and after eight years of school she w
orked w

ith him
 full-tim

e, m
ainly 

as a bookkeeper. 
In 

1923, during a severe 
econom

ic depression in 
G

erm
any, she im

m
igrated to the U

nited States. Settling in B
rooklyn, she 

w
orked in her aunt and uncle's candy store and ice cream

 parlor for 
a w

hile, then took a clerical job in M
anhattan. She got m

arried in 1927, 
and she and her husband bought the ice cream

 parlor. T
hey separated 

several years later, and M
rs. Iaeser m

oved to L
ong Island. She ran th

e 
ice cream

 parlor w
ith the help of her tw

o sons until they entered the 
arm

y. E
ventually she 

sold the 
business 

and 
m

oved 
to 

Shrew
sbury, 

M
onm

outh C
ounty, to be near her son in Port M

onm
outh. 

E
lsa L

ake, a forty-tw
o-year-old C

uban, w
as born and raised in H

avana. 
H

er m
other w

as a teacher; her father, w
ho died w

hen she w
as thirteen, 

w
as a doctor. In her youth she visited the U

nited States several tim
es. 

She graduated from
 the U

niversity of H
avana w

ith a law
 degree in 1959 

and 
began 

to 
w

ork 
for 

the 
C

uban 
governm

ent. 
B

ut 
she 

becam
e 

disenchanted w
ith the regim

e of Fidel C
astro and fled to this country 

in J%
O

. She stayed w
ith her brother, a m

edical intern in L
ong B

ranch, 
M

onm
outh C

ounty, and w
orked as a secretary to a radiologist. She m

arried 
John L

ake in 1962. She teaches Spanish at O
cean T

ow
nship H

igh School, 
and her husband operates a construction business. T

hey live in O
akhurst, 

M
onm

outh C
ounty. 

T
iiu Iapsins w

as born in T
allinn, the capital of E

stonia. She is o
n

e o
f 

four children. H
er fam

ily left a displaced-persons cam
p in G

erm
any in 

1949 and cam
e to this country under the sponsorship of a farm

er from
 

M
arion, N

orth C
arolina. M

rs. Iapsins w
as eleven. T

he fam
ily stayed 

in 
M

arion a year an
d

 a half, then m
oved to Seabrook Farm

s, in C
um

berland 
C

ounty, w
here her father and m

other found jobs. M
rs. Iapsins w

orked 
at S

eabrook Farm
s after she finished high school. In 1958 she m

arried 
Janis Iapsins, a L

atvian w
hose fam

ily had also em
igrated from

 a displaced 

persons cam
p. T

hey have three children an
d

 live in B
ridgeton, C

um
­

berland C
ounty. 

B
enjam

in L
eeds w

as born o
f Jew

ish parents in 1888 in Iasi, R
um

ania 
(th

en
 part of the A

ustro-H
ungarian E

m
pire). W

hen he w
as thirteen his 

m
other brought him

 and his tw
o younger brothers to join their father 

in the U
nited States. T

hey lived on the L
ow

er E
ast Side o

f M
anhattan. 

M
r. 

L
eeds, fourteen, and his tw

elve-year-old brother w
orked full-tim

e 
to help support the fam

ily. A
t night they studied E

nglish. A
round 1916 

M
r. 

L
eeds 

passed 
a civil service 

exam
ination 

and 
becam

e a 
postal 

em
ployee; he also got m

arried. H
e has four children. R

etired from
 the 

post office for over tw
enty years, he lives in L

ong B
ranch, M

onm
outh 

C
ounty. 

E
dw

ard L
osch, w

h
o

 is seventy-five,w
as born in V

ienna, A
ustria,of]ew

ish 
parents w

h
o

 had com
e from

 Poland. H
e w

ent to school for eight years 
and then learned tailoring in a trade school. A

fter w
orking for various 

tailors he o
p

en
ed

 his ow
n shop. H

e w
as m

arried
in 1933.In 1938

G
erm

any 
annexed A

ustria, and a year later the L
osches left V

ienna to escape the 
N

azi persecution o
f Jew

s. 1
b

ey
 cam

e 
to the U

nited States and settled 
in N

ew
ark, w

here M
r. 

L
osch took 

a job in a m
en's garm

ent factory. 
E

ventually he becam
e an assistant clothes designer. M

r. L
osch and his 

w
ife have a daughter and son. T

hey live in N
ew

ark 

Irene M
aiatico, sixty-three, w

as born in V
ineland. H

er father w
asa m

ason; 
he 

and his w
ife 

em
igrated separately from

 
Italy early in the century 

and m
et in this country. U

nable to afford college, M
rs. M

aiatico becam
e 

a beautician, then used part of her w
ages to 

help o
n

e of her sisters 
through nursing school. In

 1941 she m
arried Silvio M

aiatico, an Italian 
from

 G
lassboro, G

loucester C
ounty. She has b

een
 a housew

ife since 
then, raising tw

o sons. She lives in V
ineland, C

um
berland C

ounty. 

H
ilda M

alkin, w
h

o
 is Jew

ish, w
as born F

ebruary 11, 1920, in H
arlem

, 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity. H

er m
other em

igrated from
 L

ithuania around 1904, her 
father from

 
G

reat 
R

ussia in 
1912. U

ntil she w
as thirteen her parents 

ran a grocery store in H
arlem

; then they o
p

en
ed

 o
n

e in the B
row

nsville 
section o

f B
rooklyn. M

rs. M
alkin finished high school in B

rooklyn and 
m

ajored in G
erm

an at H
unter C

ollege, graduating in 1940. A
fter several 

years in B
altim

ore w
ith the Social Security A

dm
inistration she w

ent to 
w

ork for the N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity public schools. She w
as m

arried in 1949. 
She received an M

A
 in G

erm
an at H

unter C
ollege 

in 1952. She has 
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b
een

 b
o

th
 a teacher and a school adm

inistrator, an
d

 is n
o

w
 an educational 

associate in guidance and counseling. She has tw
o children and lives 

w
ith h

er husband in M
ataw

an, M
onm

outh C
ounty. 

Jirina M
eixner, a C

zech, w
as born S

eptem
ber 16, 1928, in Prague, th

e 
capital 

of 
C

zechoslovakia. 
H

er fam
ily has a 

tradition 
o

f educational 
achievem

ent. O
n

e of h
er great-grandm

others w
as the 

first w
om

an in 
Prague to 

receive 
a university 

education; 
her father w

as a university 
professor, 

h
er m

other a graduate of Prague U
niversity. 

M
rs. 

M
eixner 

graduated from
 

the U
niversity in 1950. D

uring the 
next tw

o decades 
sh

e becam
e a governm

ent journalist, got m
arried and h

ad
 a daughter. 

In 1%
8, after the R

ussians occupied C
zechoslovakia, the M

eixners cam
e 

to the U
nited States. T

hey settled in A
llentow

n, Pennsylvania, near a 
friend w

h
o

taughtatM
uhlenberg

C
ollege.Severalm

onths laterthey m
oved 

to East O
range, E

ssex C
ounty, w

here M
rs. M

eixner w
orked for a C

zech 
language new

spaper. She is n
o

w
 a free-lance 'M

iter. T
hey live in W

est 
O

range, E
ssex C

ounty. 

R
alph M

ishan, a forty-five-year-old Israeli, w
as born into a Jew

ish fam
ily 

in Syria. W
hen he w

as about a year old his parents m
oved to P

alestine 
(n

o
w

 Israel). H
is father ran an im

port-export business and later becam
e 

a land surveyor for the Israeli governm
ent. A

fter high school M
r. M

ishan 
earned a 

bachelor's degree 
in 

engineering at the 
Israel 

Institute 
o

f 
T

echnology and served in the arm
y. In 1960 he cam

e to 
the U

nited 
States to study at C

olum
bia U

niversity. H
e received a m

aster's degree 
in engineering an

d
 w

en
t to w

ork for the 
Sw

ingline com
pany, w

hich 
m

anufactures staples and staplers. H
e m

arried M
arta G

rossm
an in 1964. 

T
hey have three daughters an

d
 live in M

ataw
an, M

onm
outh C

ounty. 

B
ernard O

berstein, a fifty-seven-year-old Jew
, w

as born in N
ew

 Y
ork 

C
ity, the oldest o

f five children. H
is parents had co

m
e to this country 

from
 lithuania w

h
en

 they w
ere teenagers, his father in 1903, his m

other 
three years later. R

abbi O
berstein w

as raised on the L
ow

er E
ast Side 

o
f M

anhattan, w
here the fam

ily had a fabric business. H
e attended the 

Y
eshiva R

abbi Jacob Joseph and then w
ent to a rabbinical sem

inary. 
A

fter serving a congregation for several years he becam
e a teacher in 

a H
ebrew

 school. H
e m

arried at tw
enty-nine and has a son an

d
 daughter. 

H
e and his w

ife live in M
ataw

an, M
onm

outh C
ounty. 

W
tlliam

 P
ruitt is a sixty-seven-year-old A

fro-A
m

erican w
h

o
 w

as b
o

rn
 in 

H
untsville, A

labam
a. H

e w
as o

n
e of seven children. 

H
e left school in 

N
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the 
seventh grade to w

ork as a sharecropper. 
In 

1932 he m
oved to 

Y
oungstow

n, O
hio, w

here h
e w

orked in the steel m
ills an

d
 w

as a long­
distance truck driver. D

uring this period his first w
ife died. A

fter tw
enty­

eight years in Y
oungstow

n he m
oved to W

ashington, D
. c., and w

orked 
as an airline porter, a gas station 

attendant, an
d

 a superm
arket clerk

 
H

e retired in 1975. H
e 

lives in W
illingboro, B

urlington C
ounty, w

ith 
his second w

ife. 

M
ichael R

oselli cam
e to this country from

 
Italy w

ith 
his m

other an
d

 
younger brother in 1915, w

h
en

 he w
as five. T

hey joined his father, w
h

o
 

w
orked on the docks an

d
 in the construction industry, in W

est H
oboken, 

n
o

w
 part 

o
f U

nion C
ity, 

H
udson C

ounty. A
bout 

eight years later the 
father died, an

d
 M

ichael h
ad

 to quit school. H
e w

orked in an alum
inum

 
factory an

d
 a gas station, fixed cars at Sears, and drove a truck H

e w
as 

m
arried in 1937. R

etired, h
e lives in W

eehaw
ken, H

udson C
ounty, w

ith 
his w

ife; their son lives nearby in Palisades Park, B
ergen C

ounty. 

M
ario R

ossi w
as born in N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity in 1913 into a first-generation 

Italian im
m

igrant fam
ily. W

hen he w
as eight his father died an

d
 his 

m
other took him

 and his tw
o sisters to R

ed B
ank, w

here h
er brother 

o
w

n
ed

 a sh
o

e store. H
is older sister w

orked to help support the fam
ily; 

w
h

en
 she got m

arried he 
quit school an

d
 becam

e a stock clerk in a 
variety store. For m

ost o
f his life h

e w
orked in a clothing factory. H

e 
supported his m

other until she died. 
H

e m
arried tw

o years later an
d

 
h

ad
 tw

o sons. O
n

e is a m
edical doctor, the other a professor. A

w
idow

er, 
he lives in R

ed B
ank, M

onm
outh C

ounty. 

B
ijan Sadri w

as born F
ebruary 9, 1960, in T

ehran, Iran, the oldest o
f 

three sons. H
is father w

as an arm
y general, his m

other a schoolteacher. 
H

e cam
e to this country in 1978 to continue his education. A

fterstudying 
E

nglish 
for six m

onths in Fresno, 
C

alifornia, h
e cam

e to N
ew

 Jersey 
an

d
 enrolled in C

um
berland C

ounty C
ollege o

n
 the advice of a friend 

w
h

o
 w

as a student there. H
e intends to b

eco
m

e an engineer. 

E
rica S

challer, forty-eight, w
as

born in C
zechoslovakia of G

erm
an parents. 

A
lthough th

e C
zech governm

ent repatriated m
ost G

erm
ans after W

orld 
W

ar II, they h
eld

 h
er father because h

e w
as a skilled m

aker of m
usical 

instrum
ents. T

he R
ussians later m

oved in, an
d

 under their rule he w
as 

forced 
to 

operate a farm
. 

T
h

e fam
ily escaped three years later. T

hey 
w

ent to a displaced-persons cam
p in G

erm
any, w

here M
rs. Schaller w

as 
m

arried in 1951. A
 year later, by arrangem

ent w
ith S

eabrook Farm
s, she 
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and her husband cam
e to this country w

ith their nine-m
onth old son 

and her husband's parents. T
hey started w

ork as packers. M
r. Schaller 

is now
 a supervisor at the A

irw
ick C

orporation in M
illville, C

um
berland 

C
ounty,and M

rs.Schallerm
anages

a
schoolcafeteriain

H
am

m
ond. T

hey 
have five children and live in H

am
m

ond. 

D
an

iel Sheehan, fifty-five, grew
 up in Ireland, the oldest of six children. 

H
e left school w

hen he w
as sixteen to drive for his father, w

ho ow
ned 

a taxi and ran a blacksm
ith shop. In 1947 he cam

e to the U
nited States, 

w
here

he had
severalaunts.H

e
stayed

in
N

ew
Y

ork
foreighteen

m
onths, 

w
orking in a superm

arket and for a trucking firm
 as a "grease m

onkey 
and runner." H

e m
oved to San

Francisco
and spent severalyearsw

orking 
for a pow

er com
pany and tending bar. H

e m
arried a distant cousin 

and returned to N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity, w
here he w

orked on the docks and 
at a superm

arket. For tw
enty-five years he has been a N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity 

bus driver. H
e lives w

ith his w
ife in H

azlet, M
onm

outh C
ounty. T

hey 
have tw

o children. 

T
eresa Siegert, forty-one, is one of tw

o children. H
er m

other cam
e from

 
Italy in 1915, her father in 1920; they m

et and m
arried in Johnstow

n, 
N

ew
 Y

ork T
eresa w

as born and raised in N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity. 
H

er father 
w

as m
ainly a construction w

orker, and her m
other w

orked in a glove 
factory. She m

arried a m
an of G

erm
an descent after high school and 

has been a housew
ife since. She and her husband live in M

iddletow
n, 

M
onm

outh C
ounty, w

ith their tw
o children. 

Irving Sm
ith,a

fifty-six-year-oldJew
, w

as
born on

N
ew

Y
ork

C
ity'sL

ow
er 

E
ast Side. H

is parents, Jew
ish im

m
igrants from

 the U
kraine, ow

ned a 
laundry. W

hen he w
as tw

o the fam
ily m

oved to the B
ronx, w

here he 
grew

 up. H
e studied at N

ew
 Y

ork U
niversity and the dental school of 

the 
U

niversity of T
ennessee, then 

entered practice w
ith a dentist 

in 
Plainfield, U

nion C
ounty. A

fter serving as an arm
y dentist during W

orld 
W

ar II, he opened his ow
n practice in W

est C
aldw

ell, E
ssex C

ounty. 
H

e w
as m

arried in 1943 and has tw
o sons, one a law

yer, the other 
a professor. H

e and his w
ife live in W

est C
aldw

ell. 

E
lfrieda Spadoni is a fifty-three-year-old G

erm
an. She m

arried an A
m

erican 
soldier

stationed
in

G
erm

any
afterW

orld
W

arIIand
cam

e to this
country 

in 1948 as a w
ar bride. She lived in Pennsauken. H

er husband died 
in the 

early 1950s, and M
rs. Spadoni w

orked in a dry-cleaning shop 
to support her tw

o children. A
bout fifteen years later she m

arried John 

N
O

TES O
N
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IlE
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K

ERS 

Spadoni and m
oved to V

ineland, C
um

berland C
ounty. She w

orks in a 
school cafeteria there. She has visited G

erm
any several tim

es since 1948. 

Fannie
Strauss,seventy-five, isJew

ish.She
w

as
born

in M
insk,the

current 
capital of B

yelorussia In 1913, w
hen she w

as eight, she and her m
other 

joined her father and three older children on a farm
 outside Savannah, 

G
eorgia. She left school at about fifteen and becam

e a sales clerk in 
a variety store. H

er m
other died a year later. A

t about that tim
e she 

started to w
ork in a ladies' dress shop. H

er father and o
n

e of her sisters 
m

oved to N
ew

 Jersey to w
ork on a chicken farm

 at T
om

s R
iver, and 

she lived w
ith them

 briefly w
hen she w

as tw
enty-one. She spent the 

next few
 years as a variety-store sales clerk in N

ew
ark and Philadelphia, 

then m
arried a T

om
s R

iver m
an. T

he Strausses ow
ned and operated 

an egg farm
 for forty-five years. T

hey have one daughter. T
hey live in 

L
ong B

ranch, M
onm

outh C
ounty. 

D
orothy T

anno, a thirty-three-year-oldU
krainian, w

as born in a displaced­
persons cam

p in G
erm

any. She is the oldest of six children. She cam
e 

to N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity w
ith her parents in 1951 and later lived in U

nion 
C

ity,H
udson

C
ounty.H

er
father,a

butcher, died
in

1957,and
she

babysat 
so 

her 
m

other could w
ork. W

hen she w
as sixteen she 

m
oved aw

ay 
from

 hom
e for a year and w

orked as a w
aitress in N

ew
 Y

ork 
Iater 

she w
orked in the accounting departm

ent at A
braham

 &
 Strauss. She 

has tw
o children from

 a m
arriage that lasted seven years. N

ow
 a w

aitress, 
she lives in H

azlet w
ith her children and her second husband. 

M
ax T

eicher w
as born 

in 1897 into a Jew
ish fam

ily in T
urka in the 

U
kraine. W

hen he w
as a boy his father, a tallith" 

m
aker, had to stop 

w
orking because his eyes failed and he could not afford glasses. Since 

M
r. T

eicher could not earn enough in T
urka to help his m

other support 
the fam

ily, he m
oved to the U

nited States w
hen he w

as sixteen, planning 
to m

ake 
m

oney and bring the rest of the 
fam

ily over. H
e settled in 

N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity. H
e w

as m
arried during W

orld W
ar I. For m

ost of his 
life he w

as an agent for the John H
ancock Insurance C

om
pany, w

hile 
his w

ife w
orked in the garm

ent industry. She and her sister started a 
w

om
en's sportsw

ear factory in N
ew

ark; later, she and M
r. T

eicher ran 
it together for about ten years. T

hey had a son and a daughter. T
hey 

retired to Florida in 1962. M
r. T

eicher died in 1975, aged seventy-eight, 
and M

rs. T
eicher died several years later. 

(M
r. 

T
eicher w

as not interoiew
ed [or this project. 

H
e tape-recorded 

m
a

n
y autobiographical stories in the last year o

j his life, a
n

d
 his son, 
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H
a

n
e

y
 Teicher, donated the tapes to us a

t the request o
f L

eah lifscbitz, 
a prcfea in

te
n

n
e

u
e

r.) 

C
arm

elo R
 V

igio, forty-eight, w
as born and raised in R

io G
rande, Puerto 

R
ico. D

rafted into the U
.S. arm

y, he served on the m
ainland. A

fter his 
discharge

he spentayearin
college

in
Illinois,but he

earned hisbachelor's 
degree at the 

U
niversity of Puerto R

ico and taught school 
in Puerto 

R
ico for nine years. In 

1969 he m
oved to the m

ainland; he teaches 
high school in V

ineland, C
um

berland C
ounty, w

here he lives w
ith his 

w
ife and three children. H

e has taken graduate courses at G
lassboro 

State C
ollege. 

H
ilda W

olin, fifty-nine, w
as born of]ew

ish parents in Frankfurt, G
erm

any. 
She

w
as

raised in E
ssen,w

here her parents operated a sm
all departm

ent 
store. H

er father died w
hen she w

as a child, and she and her brother 
w

ere 
raised 

by 
governesses. A

t sixteen 
she 

finished 
a 

high-school 
secretarial course, but under the N

azis there w
ere few

 jobs for Jew
s 

in G
erm

any, T
herefore, M

rs. W
olin did dom

estic w
ork in H

olland for 
a year. In 1938 the fam

ily m
oved to this country and settled in N

ew
 

Y
ork C

ity. 
M

rs. W
olin w

orked as a nursem
aid, then took a job in a 

clothing factory, w
here she stayed until she m

arried a career servicem
an 

in 1942. She w
as divorced ten years later. She has tw

o children. She 
is a supervisor in a post office in N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity and lives in Parlin, 

M
iddlesex C

ounty. 
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A
fro-A

m
ericans. In 1980 the census counted about 26.5 m

illion A
fro­

A
m

ericans (also called blacks or N
egroes). T

hey are one of the nation's 
largest ethnic groups. T

heir ancestors cam
e from

 A
frica south 

of the 
Sahara desert, particularly a 300-m

ile-w
ide strip along the w

est coast 
from

 Senegal to A
ngola. 

T
he A

fro-A
m

erican 
experience began 

in 1619, w
hen tw

enty blacks 
arrived at Jam

estow
n, V

irginia. U
nlike other ethnic groups, blacks w

ere 
brought here 

forcibly. 
In 1790 there w

ere 757,000 A
fro-A

m
ericans 

in 
the U

nited States. N
early 700,000 w

ere held as slaves in various states, 
especially in the South; the rest w

ere free. 
T

he cotton gin, invented in 1793, enabled southern planters to raise 
ever-increasing am

ounts of cotton. A
s a result, they needed m

ore and 
m

ore
slaves.

Since
the

slave
trade w

as
outlaw

ed in
1808,virtually

cutting 
off the supply of new

 slaves from
 A

frica, this dem
and w

as m
et m

ainly 
through childbirth. T

he num
ber of slaves increased rapidly; the 1860 

census 
listed alm

ost 4 m
illion 

slaves out 
of about 4.5 m

illion A
fro­

A
m

ericans. 
Slavery existed here for m

ore than 200 years. B
lacks protested against 

it in various w
ays, from

 running aw
ay to staging full-scale rebellions. 

T
he T

hirteenth A
m

endm
ent, w

hich w
as adopted in 1865 as a result of 

the C
ivil W

ar, abolished it. 
From

 then until the tum
 of the century 90 percent of A

m
erica's blacks 

stayed in the South. M
any continued to farm

, renting land in a system
 

called sharecropping. T
hey suffered new

 kinds of oppression: sharecrop­
ping trapped them

 in endless debt, and Jim
 C

row
 law

s restricted the 
activities of blacks in the city as w

ell as the country. 

N
O

T
E

: W
e are indebted to the H

aruard E
ncyclopedia o

f A
m

erican E
thnic G

roups 
for m

uch of the m
aterial in these histories. 49 



A
fro-A

m
ericans struggled against these injustices as they had against 

slavery. Som
e protested by m

igrating. T
hey began their first m

assive 
m

ovem
ent

from
the

South
during

W
orld

W
arI,w

hen there w
asa

sudden 
dem

and
fortheir labor in

northern
industries.T

hisexodus w
asinterrupted 

by the G
reat D

epression, but it resum
ed at the start of W

orld W
ar II 

and continued through the 1960s. Since 1970 alm
ost half of all black 

A
m

ericans have lived outside the South, and about 90 percent have b
een

 
in or near cities. 

T
here have been

blacks
in

N
ew

Jersey
since

the
early

colonial
period. 

In this century southern blacks have m
oved here in large num

bers; A
fro­

A
m

ericans are one of the state's largest ethnic groups, m
aking up about 

13 percent of the population. M
ostare in cities.T

here are black m
ajorities 

in C
am

den, E
ast O

range, N
ew

ark, O
range and Plainfield, and sizable 

black 
populations 

in A
tlantic C

ity, 
E

lizabeth, Irvington, Jersey 
C

ity, 
Paterson, T

renton, and other N
ew

Jersey cities. 

C
ubans. T

he 
1980 census 

recorded about 600,000 persons of C
uban 

origin -
the third largest group of H

ispanics in the nation. M
ost cam

e 
to the U

nited States as refugees after Fidel C
astro seized pow

er in 1959 
and started restructuring C

uban society. T
here have been three w

aves 
of

C
uban im

m
igration.T

he firstbegan in 1959
and

ended
in 1962, w

hen 
direct flights betw

een C
uba and the U

nited States w
ere suspended; the 

second lasted from
 1965, w

hen an airlift w
as established, to 1972; the 

third w
as the "freedom

 flotilla" of 1979-80, w
hen 130,000 refugees w

ere 
adm

itted by special order of President Jim
m

y C
arter. 

T
he 

first w
ave consisted 

of professionals, m
anagers, entrepreneurs, 

and other upper-
or upper-m

iddle-class people displaced by the socialist 
revolution. T

he later im
m

igrants, especially the 1979-80 group, w
ere less 

highly trained. W
om

en predom
inated before 1979,but tw

o-thirds of the 
1979-80group w

ere m
ale. M

ostC
ubans have found sem

iskilled or skilled 
jobs, and 

about 20 percent are w
hite-collar w

orkers. A
 very few

 are 
agricultural w

orkers. A
s a group, C

uban im
m

igrants are older than m
ost 

other H
ispanics. 

A
lthough the C

ubans are dispersed throughout the nation, about 70­
75 percent live in Florida, N

ew
 Jersey and N

ew
 Y

ork. Forty percent live 
in M

iam
i,and m

ost of the rest live in C
hicago,Jersey C

ity, Los A
ngeles, 

N
ew

ark, N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity and U
nion C

ity. W
est N

ew
 Y

ork, N
ew

 Jersey, 
also has a large C

uban com
m

unity. 

C
zechs. T

he C
zechs, a Slavic people, are' one of the tw

o m
ajor ethnic 

groups in C
zechoslovakia. T

he other group is the Slovaks. C
zechs are 

from
 B

ohem
ia, M

oravia and C
zech Silesia in w

estern C
zechoslovakia. 

B
efore 1970 m

ore than 400,000 C
zechs im

m
igrated to the U

nited States. 
T

he C
zechsw

ere
the first Slavic people to com

e here in large
num

bers. 
Sm

all groups im
m

igrated during the colonial period, largely for religious 
reasons, but m

ajor C
zech im

m
igration did not begin until later. N

early 
90 percent cam

e during the m
ass central and eastern E

uropean m
igration 

of 1850-1914, w
hich resulted from

 a series of agricultural crises betw
een 

1840 and 1900. A
fter the R

evolution of 1848, w
hich 

m
ade it possible 

for peasants to em
igrate, C

zechs began to leave in large num
bers. 

U
ntil the 1890s m

ost C
zech im

m
igrants cam

e from
 agricultural back­

grounds. From
 then until W

orld W
ar I m

ost w
ere skilled w

orkers for 
w

hom
 C

zech industry could not provide jobs. A
s a group the C

zechs 
cam

e w
ith fam

ilies rather than as individuals; they w
ere 

literate and 
highly skilled, and they brought m

ore m
oney than m

ost other im
m

igrants. 
T

his perm
itted them

 to settle further inland and allow
ed m

any to purchase 
farm

s. R
oughly half chose 

agricultural life; the 
rest w

orked in skilled 
m

anufacturing trades such as the garm
ent or tobacco industries. 

T
w

o sm
aller groups have arrived since W

orld W
ar II. In 1948 about 

25,000 people cam
e in the w

ake of a com
m

unist coup, and another 
10,000 arrived after the 1968 Soviet invasion of their hom

eland. T
hese 

political refugees w
ere generally professionals or highly skilled w

orkers 
w

ho settled in urban areas. 
T

he m
ajor C

zech com
m

unities are in C
hicago, C

leveland and N
ew

 
Y

ork C
ity, and in five agricultural states -

Iow
a, M

innesota, N
ebraska, 

T
exas and 

W
isconsin. Sm

aller groups 
settled elsew

here. 
T

he 
C

zech 
population in N

ew
 Jersey is concentrated in the north around N

ew
ark, 

E
lizabeth, little Ferry and G

uttenberg. 

E
stonians. T

he 
E

stonians, w
h

o
 are one of the sm

aller 
ethnic groups 

in the U
nited States, com

e from
 a country northeast of the B

altic Sea. 
C

ulturally and socially, they resem
ble Scandinavians. E

stonia w
as inde­

pendentfrom
1918

until 1940,w
hen

it w
asannexed

by
the SovietU

nion. 
It w

as occupied by G
erm

any betw
een 1941 and 1944 and reannexed 

by the Soviet U
nion in 

1944. T
oday it is one of fifteen republics that 

constitute the Soviet U
nion. 

E
stonians began to arrive here in substantial num

bers around 1900. 
T

here are no accurate figures before 1922, because im
m

igration officials 
listed them

 as R
ussians, but som

ew
here betw

een 70,000 and 200,000 
w

ere here in 1920. T
hey lived in the industrial states of the M

idw
est, 

the N
ortheast, and the W

est C
oast. 

A
fter the Soviets reannexed E

stonia in 1944, m
any m

ore fled. A
bout 



15,000 carne to the U
nited States betw

een 1940 and 1965 and settled 
in the E

stonian com
m

unities already established. 
In 1970 m

ore than half the E
stonians in the U

nited States lived in 
the W

ashington-B
oston corridor. Fifteen percent lived in the G

reat lakes 
region

and 19
percentw

ere
on the Pacific

C
oast.E

stonianshave
clustered 

in three parts of N
ew

-Jersey: the Paterson-T
eaneck area in the 

north, 
lakew

ood in the center and Seabrook in the south. 

Finns. Finns are the sm
allest Scandinavian group in the U

nited States. 
In 1980 there w

ere roughly 670,000 persons of Finnish descent in the 
country. Finns com

e from
 a land north of the SovietU

nion on the B
altic 

sea. T
he first Finns cam

e here in the seventeenth century, but no m
ajor 

Finnish im
m

igration took place before the C
ivil W

ar. G
eneral Scandinavian 

im
m

igration began in the 1840s, led by N
orw

egians and Sw
edes; Finns 

and D
anes began to arrive in large num

bers after the 1860s. M
ost Finns 

carne betw
een 1890 and 1920. 

Finns had m
any reasons for em

igrating. Som
e w

ere political. Finland 
had once been a Sw

edish duchy, and a Sw
edish m

inority still ow
ned 

m
ost of the land and dom

inated com
m

erce and govem
m

ent. T
he R

ussians, 
to w

hom
 Sw

eden had ceded the country in 1809, attem
pted to conscript 

Finns, reduce their independence, and m
ake R

ussianthe official language. 
Finns objected to these conditions, and also opposed the state-sanctioned 
L

utheran church, w
hich controlled religion. 

O
ther reasons 

w
ere 

econom
ic. 

Finland w
as affected by the 

sam
e 

problem
s that troubled the rest of late nineteenth-century E

urope. W
ork 

becam
e scarce in rural areas, but the grow

ing local textile industry w
as 

not expanding fast enough to absorb the jobless w
orkers. 

Finnish im
m

igrants proved to be a fairly m
obile labor force in this 

country. M
ost w

orked in fishing, lum
bering, m

ining, construction, agri­
culture,textiles

and dom
estic service.G

enerally
the m

en lived
in

boarding 
houses; the w

om
en lived in the hom

es w
here they w

orked. 
Finns belonged to religious organizations representing several varieties 

of L
utheranism

. M
utual aid societies and labor unions also helped bind 

Finnish com
m

unities. Sw
edish-speaking Finns generally m

aintained sep­
arate associations. 

M
ost Finns settled in the row

 of northern states from
 the Pacific C

oast 
to the N

ortheast, especially M
ichigan and M

innesota. N
ew

-
Jersey has 

a sm
all Finnish population w

ith identifiable com
m

unities in B
ergenfield, 

E
nglew

ood, B
ogota, M

orristow
n, N

ew
ark and Jersey C

ity in the north 
and C

am
den in the south. 

G
erm

ans. 
T

here 
have 

been 
G

erm
ans 

in 
N

orth A
m

erica since 
the 

seventeenth century, but they did not begin to arrive in great num
bers 

untilafter1820.Since
the

colonialperiod
m

ore
G

erm
ans have

im
m

igrated 
to the U

nited States than any other ethnic group. 
R

oughly 35 m
illion 

A
m

ericans have som
e G

erm
an ancestry. 

A
bout 6.9 m

illion G
erm

ans cam
e here betw

een 1820 and 1970. N
early 

5 m
illion arrived in the peak period from

 1840 to 
1900. T

hey began 
em

igrating in the 
1820s because the N

apoleonic w
ars and a series of 

poor harvests had disrupted the E
uropean econom

y. 
D

uring the follow
ing years they found a variety of other reasons to 

em
igrate. Political repression drove liberals out in the 

1830s and late 
1840s, and forced socialists to flee in the 1880s. R

eligious intolerance 
drove out 

m
any non-Protestants in the 

1870s. Som
e G

erm
ans left to 

avoid m
ilitary conscription. 

H
ow

ever, m
ost G

erm
ans em

igrated for econom
ic reasons. T

he pop­
ulation rose until there w

ere too m
any people for the land. A

t the sam
e 

tim
e 

G
erm

an 
factories w

ere 
underm

ining the 
cottage 

industries that 
helped m

any agricultural w
orkers live, but w

ere not able to offer jobs 
to everyone. 

M
ost G

erm
an im

m
igrants cam

e from
 the southern and southw

estern 
G

erm
an states.T

he m
ajority

w
ere agriculturallaborers and sm

allfarm
ers; 

the rest w
ere m

ainly artisans, tradesm
en and shopkeepers. 

A
bout one-third of the 

G
erm

an im
m

igrants w
ere 

C
atholic. M

ost of 
the 

rest 
adhered 

to 
the 

G
erm

an 
Protestant 

churches 
-

L
utheran, 

E
vangelical,and R

eform
ed.T

here
w

ere also
Jew

s,M
ethodists

and
Pietists. 

T
hough G

erm
ans scattered throughout the U

nited States, m
ost settled 

in the M
id-A

tlantic and 
upper M

idw
estern states. B

oston, C
harleston, 

C
hicago, C

leveland, N
ew

Y
ork C

ityand Philadelphia all had large G
erm

an 
com

m
unities. A

 great G
erm

an triangle of settlem
ent developed betw

een 
the M

ississippi and O
hio rivers, bounded by C

incinnati, M
ilw

aukee and 
St. 

Louis. 
G

erm
ans 

w
orked at m

any of the 
sam

e 
skilled occupations 

here
as

athom
e: tailoring,cigarrnaking,cabinetm

aking, retailing,m
ining, 

m
anufacturing, agriculture, baking, and brew

ing. R
elatively few

-
G

erm
an 

w
om

en w
orked. T

hose w
ho did generally chose to provide services ­

to be servants, laundresses, or bakers, for exam
ple -

rather than w
ork 

in factories or do clerical jobs that required E
nglish. 

N
ew

-Jersey attracted m
any G

erm
ans. G

erm
an com

m
unities are scattered 

throughout the state, w
ith heavy concentrations in E

ssex and H
udson 

counties. H
oboken, Jersey C

ity, N
ew

ark, U
nion C

ity, W
eehaw

ken, W
est 

H
oboken and 

W
est. N

ew
 Y

ork all have large 
G

erm
an 

com
m

unities. 
C

arlstadt 
(Passaic 

C
ounty), 

E
gg H

arbor 
C

ity (A
tlantic C

ounty) 
and 

G
uttenberg (H

udson C
ounty) are predom

inantly G
erm

an. 
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G
reeks. T

here are betw
een 1.5 m

illion and 3 m
illion G

reek-A
m

ericans. 
T

he statistics are not precise because m
any G

reeks cam
e from

 T
urkey, 

R
um

ania and E
gypt and w

ere not listed as G
reeks by the im

m
igration 

officials. L
ike other southern E

uropean groups, the G
reeks im

m
igrated 

m
ostly from

 the 1880s to the 1920s, w
hen restrictive im

m
igration law

s 
w

ere passed. 
G

reeks left their hom
eland for the sam

e reasons as other southern 
E

uropean im
m

igrants -
there w

ere too m
any people for the land. B

ut 
o

f the m
illions w

h
o

 em
igrated, nearly half eventually returned hom

e. 
S

om
e w

ere sojourners, som
e returned for m

ilitary service, others sim
ply 

found it hard to choose betw
een G

reece and A
m

erica and w
ent back 

an
d

 forth several tim
es. 

M
ost G

reeks chose to live in cities, w
here industry offered steady 

em
ploym

ent. C
alifornia and the industrializing states of the N

orth, such 
as Illinois and N

ew
 Y

ork, drew
 the 

largest settlem
ents. 

G
reeks w

ent 
to w

ork in textile m
ills, steel m

ills, tanneries, slaughterhouses, railroad 
construction crew

s, and sm
all businesses such as flow

er shops, fruit and 
vegetable stands, and restaurants. 

P
oor econom

ic conditions and political unrest produced a second 
w

ave o
fG

reek
im

m
igration afterW

orld
W

ar II. M
ostofth

e n
ew

im
m

igrants 
w

ere unskilled w
orkers, but there w

ere m
ore professionals and skilled 

w
orkers than in earlier groups. A

bout 46,000 G
reeks cam

e here betw
een 

1946 an
d

 1%
0, and m

ore than 142,000
arrived betw

een 1961 and 1975. 
N

ew
 Jersey's 

G
reek population is large and dispersed. 

T
he 

largest 
com

m
unities are in N

ew
ark, the 

O
ranges, Jersey C

ity, C
lifton, D

over, 
Fairview

, Paterson, T
enafly, H

ackensack, Perth A
m

boy, Piscataw
ay, N

ew
 

B
runsw

ick, R
ed B

ank, W
estfield, W

yckoff, T
renton, C

herry H
ill, T

om
s 

R
iver, C

olt's N
eck, V

ineland an
d

 the shore com
m

unities o
f A

tlantic C
ity, 

N
orth W

ildw
ood and A

sbury Park 

Iranians. 
Iran contains several language and religious groups, 

though 
th

e vast m
a

jo
rity of its inhabitants are Persian-speaking Shiite M

uslim
s. 

M
ost Iranian im

m
igrants cam

e in the thirty years before the R
evolution 

o
f 1979, w

hich brought the A
yatollah K

hom
eini to pow

er; few
er than 

a thousand cam
e before 1944.T

he earliest Iranian im
m

igrants w
ere m

ostly 
from

 Iran's m
inority groups, but later they tended to be from

 the dom
inant 

group. 
In

 1980 there w
ere approxim

ately 123,000 Iranians here. P
erhaps tw

o­
thirds w

ere students; Iranians have been the largest contingent of foreign 
students in th

e country, M
ostare M

uslim
s.Iranian im

m
igrants are generally 

w
ell educated and prosperous: professionals or technical w

orkers. T
he 

ETIlN
IC

 G
R

O
lJPS 

U
nited States attracted them

 by offering better jobs, higher salaries and 
greater educational opportunities, as w

ell as escape from
 the political 

turm
oil that has affected Iran in recent years. 

C
alifornia has by far the largest Iranian population, follow

ed by N
ew

 
Y

ork, 
T

exas, 
Illinois 

and V
irginia. 

Florida, 
M

aryland, M
assachusetts, 

M
ichigan, N

ew
 Jersey, O

klahom
a, and Pennsylvania have Iranian pop­

ulations roughly equal 
in 

size. In 
N

ew
 Jersey, 

Iranians 
have settled 

prim
arily in the N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity m

etropolitan area. 

Irish. From
 th

e colonial period to the First W
orld W

ar Ireland provided 
A

m
erica w

ith large num
bers of im

m
igrants. T

he Irish w
ere the second 

largest im
m

igrant group in the nineteenth and early tw
entieth centuries; 

only the G
erm

ans exceeded them
. 

Som
e Irish C

atholics cam
e to V

irginia and th
e C

hesapeake B
ay area 

as servants in the seventeenth century. M
any Protestants cam

e 
in the 

eighteenth century; by 1790 about 40,000 Irish, half o
f them

 C
atholic 

and half Protestant, had settled here. 
B

etw
een 1820 and 1920 about 4.7 m

illion Irish im
m

igrants cam
e. Four 

m
illion, alm

ost all C
atholic, arrived during the nineteenth century, driven 

from
 

h
o

m
e 

by 
overpopulation, 

high 
rents, 

tenant 
evictions, 

and 
a 

succession o
f bad harvests. M

any cam
e to escape the fam

ine of 1845. 
A

 sm
aller w

ave o
f Irish im

m
igrants cam

e in the 1920s. A
nother began 

in th
e late 1940s an

d
 lasted through th

e 1950s. 
M

ost Irish 
im

m
igrants settled in 

cities. T
he early settlers w

ent to 
B

altim
ore, B

oston, 
N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity, P

hiladelphia an
d

 Providence; later 
arrivals settled further w

est in C
hicago, C

leveland, Pittsburgh, St. L
ouis, 

San Francisco an
d

 other cities. B
y 1870 th

e Irish outnum
bered every 

other im
m

igrant group in C
alifornia. In 1880 a third of all Irish im

m
igrants 

lived outside th
e E

astern Seaboard. 
T

he Irish are unique am
ong im

m
igrant groups in that m

ore w
om

en 
im

m
igrated than m

en. 
G

enerally, the n
ew

 arrivals found unskilled or 
sem

iskilled w
o

rk
 T

he m
en

 becam
e laborers, soldiers, policem

en, railroad 
w

orkers and m
iners. T

he w
o

m
en

 w
orked m

ainly as dom
estics. T

he few
 

skilled or w
hite-collar w

orkers tended to settle further w
est than the 

others. 
T

he Irish have m
ade up a significant portion o

fN
ew

Jersey's population 
for som

e tim
e. T

hey have large com
m

unities in E
lizabeth, Jersey C

ity, 
N

ew
ark, N

ew
 B

runsw
ick, Paterson an

d
 T

renton. 

Israelis. Israel w
as established in 1948. Israelis are am

ong the m
ost recent 



56 
E

1H
N

IC
G

R
O

U
PS 

im
m

igrants
to

the U
nited

States,m
ost

arriving
since

the
late

I%
O

s.T
hey 

have com
e for the sam

e kind of reasons as m
any other groups. T

hey 
w

ant to find econom
ic opportunity, to live less austerely than at hom

e, 
or to avoid m

ilitary duty and w
ar. T

oday m
ore than 300,000 live in the 

U
nited 

States. 
H

alf of 
them

, 
including 

N
ew

 Jersey's 
sizable 

Israeli 
com

m
unity, are in m

etropolitan N
ew

 Y
ork T

he rest have settled in large 
cities such as C

hicago and L
osA

ngeles. 

Italians. T
he Italians are o

n
e of the largest ethnic groups in the U

nited 
States. M

ore than five m
illion have arrived since 1820, the vast m

ajority 
betw

een 1880 and 1920. B
efore 1860 m

ost cam
e from

 northern Italy; 
nearly 14,000 arrived betw

een 1820 and 1860, the m
ajority in the 1850s. 

A
lthough they scattered throughout the nation, the largest num

bers w
ent 

to C
aliforniaand N

ew
Y

ork 
A

m
assive em

igration from
 southern Italy

began in the 1880s. In 1860 
Italy's m

any rival, independent states w
ere united into a single nation. 

S
outhern Italian peasants supported unity and hoped to benefit from

 
it, but w

ere disappointed. T
here w

ere too m
any people for the 

land, 
the agricultural econom

y w
as w

eak, and northern Italians controlled the 
country and discrim

inated against them
. 

T
he m

ajority of the southern Italian im
m

igrants w
ere sojourners ­

young m
en w

ho planned to w
ork for one or tw

o years and then return 
to Italy w

ith the m
oney they m

ade. B
etw

een 1899 and 1924 about 3.8 
m

illion Italians entered the 
U

nited States and 2.1 m
illion returned to 

Italy. Im
m

igration stabilized after 1900,w
hen m

ore w
om

en and children 
began to com

e. 
A

lthough they w
ere peasants, m

ost Italians settled in industrial areas 
and 

held a variety of jobs. M
en w

orked in the clothing industry, the 
building trades, restaurants and other service occupations, and the fishing 
and shipping industries. W

om
en took jobs in the garm

ent, silk, artificial 
flow

er, candy, lace, and cigar industries. A
few

 Italiansbecam
e successful 

fanners -
particularly the northern Italians in C

alifornia. 
L

argeItalian
com

m
unities developed

in industrialcities
like

B
altim

ore, 
B

oston, C
hicago, C

leveland, D
enver, D

etroit, K
ansas C

ity, M
ilw

aukee, 
N

ew
 Y

ork, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and St. Louis. T
here are also m

any 
Italians in the states of C

onnecticut, M
assachusetts, 

N
ew

 Jersey, N
ew

 
Y

ork, Pennsylvania, and R
hode Island. 

Italians are N
ew

 Jersey's largest ethnic group. T
he state has Significant 

Italian populations in its m
ain industrial cities -

C
am

den, H
oboken, 

Jersey C
ity, N

ew
ark, Paterson, T

renton and U
nion -

and in its southern 
agricultural areas, especially in and around V

ineland. 

Jam
aicans. Jam

aica is a C
aribbean island south o

f C
uba. Jam

aicans began 
m

oving to the U
nited States in significant num

bers early in this century, 
attracted by the prospect of better w

ages and a higher standard of living 
than 

they had at hom
e, w

here the farm
s w

ere poor and there w
ere 

not enough jobs. 
W

e d
o

 not know
 exactly how

 m
any cam

e during the 
first quarter 

of the century T
here w

as a surge in Jam
aican im

m
igration after W

orld 
W

ar II. A
lm

ost 20,000, m
ostly contract laborers, arrived in the late 1940s 

and early 1950s. 
A

 m
eager W

est Indian quota w
as im

posed in 1952, and im
m

igration 
declined until the U

nited States reform
ed its policies in 1965. Since then 

m
any m

ore w
om

en have im
m

igrated from
 Jam

aica than m
en. A

lthough 
m

any of the arrivals are w
hite-collar or skilled w

orkers, the num
ber of 

unskilled w
orkers, m

any of them
 fem

ale dom
estic servants, is steadily 

increasing. 
Jam

aicans have settled prim
arily on the E

ast C
oast. T

w
o-thirds of those 

arriving before 1924 settled in N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity and m
ost of the rest w

ent 
to B

oston, M
iam

i and Philadelphia. M
ore recent 

arrivals have settled 
in these com

m
unities and in the large cities of C

alifornia, M
ichigan and 

Illinois as w
ell. 

N
ew

 Jersey's sizeable Jam
aican population lives m

ainly around m
et­

ropolitan 
N

ew
 Y

ork and 
Philadelphia, 

especially 
in 

E
ssex, H

udson, 
C

am
den and B

urlington counties. 

Jew
s. T

he Jew
ish ethnic group is one of the largest in A

m
erica. 

It is 
also o

n
e of the very few

 w
hose m

em
bers did not com

e here from
 a 

specific geographical area. It is im
possible to find out exactly how

 m
any 

Jew
s have im

m
igrated because they w

ere counted in the statistics for 
the countries they cam

e from
. 

T
here

have been
Jew

s
in

the N
ew

W
orld

since
the

seventeenth
century, 

though there w
ere not m

any until the m
iddle of the nineteenth. M

ost 
of the early arrivalsw

ere Sephardic Iew
s from

 Spain or Portugal. M
illions 

of A
shkenazi Jew

s cam
e during the m

ass E
uropean m

igrations of the 
nineteenth and early

tw
entieth centuries. T

hree m
ore groups have arrived 

since the 1930s. 
M

ore than 250,O
O

O
Jew

s im
m

igrated before 1880, m
ostly from

 G
erm

any 
or the G

erm
an-speaking parts of C

entral E
urope. G

enerally young and 
unm

arried, these im
m

igrants settled 
in cities across the U

nited States 
and w

orked in m
any of the sam

e occupations they had had in E
urope: 

tailoring, sm
all-scale m

erchandising, shoem
aking, and peddling. 

T
hese im

m
igrants adapted quickly to m

iddle class life in the U
nited 
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States. Jew
ish com

m
unities developed along the peddlers' distribution 

netw
ork: in C

hicago, C
incinnati, M

ilw
aukee, N

ew
 O

rleans, St. Louis, San 
Francisco

and elsew
here. B

y the 1850sJew
sw

ere involved
in m

eatpacking, 
shoe m

anufacture and large-scale retailing. 
B

etw
een 1880 and 1920, 2.7 m

illion Jew
s cam

e to the U
nited States 

from
 eastern E

urope -
R

ussia, Poland, A
ustria-H

ungary and R
um

ania 
-

w
here the law

s had forced them
 to settle in designated areas, lim

ited 
their econom

ic activities, and allow
ed their neighbors to persecute them

 
intensely. T

hese im
m

igrants settled in the large cities of the N
ortheast 

and M
idw

est. T
hey supplied the garm

ent industry and other trades w
ith 

skilled w
orkers, and im

m
igrant neighborhoods w

ith sm
all shops and 

businesses. 
T

he flow
 of Jew

ish im
m

igrants slow
ed greatly in the 

1920s, w
hen 

the 
U

nited States im
posed drastic quotas. B

ut three 
separate Jew

ish 
im

m
igrant groups have arrived since then: victim

s of N
azi persecution, 

Israelis,and R
ussian

Jew
s. 

A
lthough im

m
igration 

w
as reduced to 

a trickle during 
the 

G
reat 

D
epression, about 150,000 Jew

ish refugees cam
e from

 N
azi G

erm
any 

during the 1930s. T
hese w

ere generally w
ell-educated business people 

or 
professionals, 

m
ost 

of w
hom

 settled 
in 

N
ew

 Y
ork, C

hicago, San 
Francisco or other large cities. T

he D
epression m

ade it difficult for them
 

to 
resum

e 
their 

old 
professions, 

but 
m

ost 
eventually 

established 
them

selves. 
A

bout 300,000 Israelis have arrived since Israel w
as established 

in 
1948, the m

ajority since the late I%
O

s (for m
ore inform

ation see the 
entry under Israelis). Finally, about 130,000 Jew

s have im
m

igrated from
 

the Soviet U
nion. M

ost of these have com
e since 1969, w

hen Soviet 
em

igration policy changed. 
In 1970

N
ew

Jersey'sJew
ish population w

as400,000. A
lm

ost 6 percent 
of the state's total population w

ere Jew
s, and nearly 7 percent of all 

the Jew
s in the U

nited States lived in N
ew

 Jersey. Seventy-five percent 
of N

ew
 Jersey's Jew

ish population lives in the corridor that runs from
 

M
iddlesex C

ounty north through B
ergen C

ounty, but other large Jew
ish 

com
m

unities have form
ed in T

renton, C
am

den and along the shore. 
N

ew
Jersey is one of the few

 states in w
hich Jew

s established farm
ing 

colonies. T
he first of these colonies w

as established in the 1880s. T
hey 

w
ere located in the southern counties in

A
lliance, Farm

ingdale,W
oodbine 

and 
several other com

m
unities. T

hey thrived for m
any years, though 

now
 m

ost of them
 have gone out of existence. 

K
alm

uks. T
he K

alm
uks, the 

only M
ongolian B

uddhists in the U
nited 

E
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States, are a sm
all ethnic group. A

pproxim
ately 1,000 arrived here 

in 
1951 and 1952. 

T
he K

alm
uks' original hom

eland w
as in an area north of T

ibet know
n 

as D
zungaria, now

 the northern half of Sinkiang Province in northw
estern 

C
hina. T

he K
alm

uks m
oved w

est from
 there after G

enghis K
han's em

pire 
collapsed m

ore than five hundred years ago. B
y the early seventeenth 

century they had settled in R
ussia, establishing an independent kingdom

 
called K

alm
yk on the steppes north of the C

aspian Sea. D
efeated by 

the 
R

ussians in 
the 

eighteenth 
century, 

m
ost 

K
alm

uks returned 
to 

D
zungaria,but a

m
inority

subm
itted

to
R

ussian
rule

and rem
ained. K

alm
yk 

is now
 an autonom

ous unit 
in the 

R
epublic of R

ussia in the U
nion 

of Soviet Socialist R
epublics. 

A
lthough m

ost K
alm

uks fought w
ith the R

ussians during W
orld W

ar 
II, several thousand sided w

ith the 
G

erm
ans. A

t the 
en

d
 of the w

ar 
about eight hundred w

ere living in displaceJ-persons cam
ps in G

erm
any. 

It w
as difficult for them

 
to resettle because they w

ere A
sian. Several 

countries refused to adm
it them

, but in the early 1950s the U
nited States 

let them
 enter. T

hey settled m
ainly in Pennsylvaniaand near an established 

R
ussian com

m
unity in F

reew
ood A

cres, M
onm

outh C
ounty. 

M
ost K

alm
uk m

en 
began as unskilled 

factory w
orkers or 

m
anual 

laborers; later som
e entered the building trades. T

he w
om

en took jobs 
in the garm

ent industry. T
he second generation has advanced to skilled 

and 
professional 

jobs. T
he 

B
uddhist 

religion continues to unify the 
K

alm
uks into a tight-knit com

m
unity. 

N
orw

egians. N
orw

egians began 
to im

m
igrate in the 

1820s as part of 
the great influx from

 northern E
urope. A

bout 800,000 N
orw

egians cam
e 

here
betw

een
1820

and 1924,m
ost

ofthem
after1840.N

early
60

percent 
arrived in three decades: the 1860s, the 1880s and the 1900s. 

In the nineteenth century N
orw

ay's population increased sharply and 
good

farm
land

grew
scarce.M

ostofthe im
m

igrantsw
ere peasants

attracted 
by high w

ages and cheap land, w
hich prom

ised to m
ake them

 socially 
and econom

ically independent. 
U

ntil the 1880s m
ost N

orw
egian im

m
igrants established farm

s in the 
upper M

idw
est,especially in W

isconsin, M
innesota, Iow

a and the D
akotas. 

A
fter that, craftsm

en, seam
en, 

and unskilled laborers from
 N

orw
egian 

cities predom
inated. T

hese later im
m

igrants, joined by the children of 
earlier ones, traveled further w

est. M
any settled on the N

orthw
est C

oast 
and w

orked in fishing, lum
bering, and shipbuilding. A

nother com
m

unity 
developed on the E

ast C
oast around the shipping industry. 

T
here are substantial N

orw
egian com

m
unities in B

rooklyn, C
hicago, 
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M
inneapolis, an

d
 Seattle, as w

ell as the sm
aller cities o

f Sioux C
ity, Iow

a; 
D

uluth, M
innesota; Fargo, N

orth D
akota; an

d
 E

au C
laire an

d
 L

a C
rosse, 

W
isconsin. 

In 
N

ew
 Jersey m

ost N
orw

egians have settled in C
am

den, 
Jersey C

ity, N
ew

ark and Paterson. 

P
uerto R

icans. 
T

h
e island 

of P
uerto R

ico has 
b

een
 a U

nited States 
possession since the Spanish-A

m
erican W

ar in 1898. P
uerto R

icans are 
A

m
erican citizens subject to A

m
erican law

, but they cannot vote, have 
no voting representation in C

ongress, an
d

 pay n
o

 federal incom
e tax. 

A
bout 

1.5 m
illion P

uerto R
icans have 

m
oved to th

e U
nited States 

m
ainland, m

ost o
f them

 C
atholic. T

his m
igration began in the 1820s, 

b
u

t did n
o

t reach m
ajor 

proportions until 
the en

d
 o

f W
orld W

ar II. 
P

uerto R
icans cam

e here for m
any reasons. 

U
nem

ploym
ent w

as high 
athom

e,transportation
to

the m
ainland w

ascheap,travel w
asunrestricted, 

an
d

 there w
as an established Puerto R

ican com
m

unity here. 
M

ore than 
half the im

m
igrants settled in N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity, w

hich has 
m

ore P
uerto R

icans than San Juan, P
uerto R

ico's capital and largest city. 
O

ther large com
m

unities are in B
oston, L

osA
ngeles, M

iam
i, San Francisco, 

an
d

 several cities in N
ew

 Jersey. 
G

enerally, P
uerto R

ican im
m

igrants are young and 
unskilled. M

ost 
arrived just as the cities w

ere beginning to lose the kind o
f industrial 

jobs that sustained previous im
m

igrant groups. 
N

ew
 Jersey ranks second to N

ew
 Y

ork in the size o
f its P

uerto R
ican 

population. C
am

den, E
lizabeth, H

oboken, Jersey C
ity, N

ew
ark, Passaic, 

Paterson, Perth A
m

boy an
d

 T
renton have large P

uerto R
ican com

m
unities. 

T
here

are
also significant num

bers
o

fP
uerto

R
icans

in
A

tlantic
C

ity,D
over, 

lakew
ood, L

ong B
ranch, N

ew
 B

runsw
ick, an

d
 the farm

ing region aro
u

n
d

 
V

ineland in C
um

berland C
ounty. 

U
krainians. T

h
e U

kraine 
is in southeastem

 E
urope north o

f the B
lack 

Sea. W
hen m

asses o
f U

krainians began to im
m

igrate in 
the 

1880s, it 
w

as divided b
etw

een
 the A

ustro-H
ungarian and R

ussian em
pires. It w

as 
in

d
ep

en
d

en
tbetw

een 1918 and 1920.A
bout 80

percent o
fitn

o
w

belongs 
to the U

krainian Soviet Socialist R
epublic o

f the Soviet U
nion. 

W
e d

o
 n

o
t k

n
o

w
 exactly h

o
w

 m
any U

krainians have im
m

igrated because 
m

any of th
em

 have b
een

 identified as A
ustrians, R

ussians or Poles. C
hurch 

records indicate that ab
o

u
t half a m

illion persons o
f U

krainian descent 
live in th

e U
nited States today. 

H
alf o

f all U
krainain im

m
igrants cam

e betw
een the 1880s an

d
 W

orld 
W

ar I. T
hey w

ere part o
f the m

ass m
igration from

 so
u

th
em

 an
d

 eastern 
E

urope of the late nineteenth century. O
nly tw

enty thousand m
ore cam

e 

E
lliN

IC
 G

R
O

U
PS 

betw
een 1920 and 1939 because the U

nited States restricted im
m

igration 
in the 1920s, sharply reducing the n

u
m

b
er o

f arrivals from
 

southern 
4I1d eastern E

urope. U
krainians im

m
igrated during the first tw

o periods 
for econom

ic reasons -
there w

ere to
o

 m
any p

eo
p

le o
n

 to
o

 little land, 
an

d
 not en

o
u

g
h

 factories 
to em

ploy the 
m

any peasants w
h

o
 had n

o
 

w
o

rk
 

A
bout 85,000 U

krainians, w
h

o
 had b

een
 displaced by G

erm
an or Soviet 

arm
ies during th

e w
ar, arrived in the late 

1940s. A
 fourth 

group o
f 

U
kranians, n

o
t very large, has arrived since 1955. 

A
t first U

krainians settled in the cities of the industrial N
ortheast and 

w
orked as unskilled laborers in m

ines, m
ills, an

d
 factories. L

ater they 
found skilled jobs in factories, foundries, an

d
 m

achine shops. Im
m

igrants 
after W

orld W
ar II settled in the sam

e areas b
u

t h
ad

 som
ew

hat different 
backgrounds: about 12 percent w

ere professionals, 
adm

inistrators, or 
businessm

en; 26 percent w
ere skilled laborers; 

an
d

 61 percent w
ere 

unskilled laborers. 
N

early all U
krainians still live in cities, especially in C

hicago, C
leveland, 

D
etroit, 

N
ew

ark, N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity, P
hiladelphia-C

am
den and Pittsburgh. 

M
any o

th
er cities have sm

aller U
krainian settlem

ents. A
 few

 U
krainians 

settled in farm
ing com

m
unities. 

N
ew

Jersey has few
er U

krainians than N
ew

 Y
ork or Pennsylvania. N

ew
ark 

has a large concentration. T
here are also sizable U

krainian com
m

unities 
in E

lizabeth, Jersey C
ity, Passaic an

d
 Perth A

m
boy. 
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A
ustro-H

ungarian E
m

pire: A
 m

ultinational, m
ultilingual state that existed 

in eastern E
urope from

 1867 to 1918. It w
as created by Franz Joseph, 

E
m

peror o
f A

ustria and K
ing o

f H
ungary, and w

as dissolved at the en
d

 
of W

orld W
ar I. G

erm
ans, A

ustrians, and M
agyars dom

inated its politics, 
but its population included the Poles, C

zechs, Slovaks, Serbs, C
roatians, 

Slovenes, R
uthenians, 

an
d

 m
any R

um
anians. W

hen it w
as dissolved it 

had about 50 m
illion subjects. It w

as broken into several independent 
countries, including A

ustria, H
ungary, Poland, C

zechoslovakia, and Y
ugo­

slavia. T
he R

um
anian regions w

ere returned to R
um

ania. 

B
ialystok: A

 city in Poland. It w
as part of R

ussia until P
oland w

as created 
in 1918 at the en

d
 of W

orld W
ar I. 

C
astle G

arden: T
he nation's first receiving station for im

m
igrants. It w

as 
operated by the 

state o
f N

ew
 Y

ork at the 
southern tip of M

anhattan
• 

Island, N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity, betw
een 1855 and 1891. It processed over 8 

m
illion im

m
igrants -

70 percent of the p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 entered the country 
during that period. It w

as know
n in E

urope as a hospitable station, and 
m

any im
m

igrants hesitated to land anyw
here else. M

any people w
h

o
 

arrived after 1892, like M
ax T

eicher, referred to the n
ew

 federal station 
on E

llis Island as C
astle G

arden. 

cold w
ar: A

 conflict conducted w
ithout m

ilitary action, usually betw
een 

countries that have not broken off diplom
atic relations. W

hen the term
 

is capitalized it refers specifically to the hostility that developed betw
een 

the U
nited States an

d
 the Soviet U

nion after W
orld W

ar II. 

contract laborer: A
 w

orker w
h

o
 signs a contract to w

ork for a relatively 
short period o

f tim
e, such as a season. M

ost contract laborers are unskilled 
agricultural w

orkers follow
ing a m

igrant circuit. 
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czar: T
he R

ussian em
peror. T

he term
 is derived from

 C
aesar. T

he last 
czar, N

icholas II (1868-1918), held the throne from
 1894

until th
e R

ussian 
R

evolution o
f 1917. H

e and his fam
ily

w
ere executed in 1918. 

indentured servant: A
 person w

h
o

 contracts to w
ork for another for 

a specified tim
e, usually in exchange for transportation, food, clothing, 

and shelter. 

kaiser: T
he 

G
erm

an em
peror. T

he term
 

is derived from
 C

aesar. T
he 

last kaiser, the o
n

e m
entioned in our interview

s, w
as W

ilhelm
 II (1859­

1941). H
e ruled from

 1888 until 1918, w
hen G

erm
any surrendered to 

en
d

 W
orld W

ar I. H
e fled to the N

etherlands and spent the rest o
f his 

life there. 

kronen: T
he plural form

 of krone, the basic m
onetary unit o

f the A
ustro­

H
ungarian E

m
pire. 

pasticceria: T
he Italian w

ord for bakery or pastryshop. 

R
usso-Japanese W

ac: A
 w

ar (1904-1905) in w
hich Japan defeated R

ussia 
to w

in
 territorial and com

m
ercial rights in M

anchuria (northeast C
hina). 

P
resident T

hecx:lore R
oosevelt m

ediated the peace negotiations, w
hich 

took place 
in 

P
ortsm

outh, 
N

ew
 

H
am

pshire. 
W

ith this 
victory Japan 

em
erged as a m

cx:lern w
orld pow

er. 

tallith (pronounced "tallis"): A
 fringed prayer shaw

l traditionally w
orn 

by Jew
ish m

en during w
orship. 

or l, 

8
0

0
4

� 


