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2:71-1.37 Sanitary conditions

(a) Any compound used for cleaning eggs shall be one
that is approved by the United States Department of Agri-
culture for that purpose and shall be used in accordance
with the manufacturer’s instructions.

(b) Egg holding rooms, including sales display cases, shall
be kept free of the following:

1. An accumulation of dust, litter, broken eggs;
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2. Other matter that may create offensive odors or
harbor bacteria or molds detrimental to the quality or
flavor of eggs.

(c) Equipment used in cleaning, weighing and candling
eggs shall be maintained free of dust and broken egg matter
and, by use of an acceptable cleaning compound or other
method, be cleaned daily to prevent the development of
bacteria and molds.
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(d) Vehicles used for transporting eggs shall be clean and
free of dust, odors or other material detrimental to the
quality or flavor of eggs.

2:71-1.38 Labeling of eggs

(a) No package, carton, case, container or advertisement
shall be labeled so as to include the words ‘“New Jersey”,
“Jersey”, the name of any county, municipality or geograph-
ic area within the State, in whole or in part, or any word or
words that imply the same except as it appears in the name
or address of the packer or distributor unless the eggs
contained therein were produced in New Jersey or the
declared geographic area thereof.

(b) The name and address of the packer or distributor
shall be in bold-face type not less than % inch nor more than
%2 inch in height, all in the same size, style and color of type.

(c) Each package, carton, case, container, display or ad-
vertisement may be considered as a separate violation.

R.1973 d.275, eff. April 1, 1974,
See: 5 N.LR. 255(b), 5 N.L.R. 328(a).

2:71-1.39 Use of the New Jersey map symbol on egg
packages and in advertising
(a) “Map symbol” as used in this regulation shall mean
any reasonable reproduction of the geographic outline of
the State of New Jersey.

(b) The New Jersey Department of Agriculture has ap-
proved the use of the New Jersey map symbol under
provisions of N.J.S.A. 4:10-5 as an official emblem for
identifying New Jersey produced eggs.

(c) Only those persons, firms, partnerships, corporations
or associations licensed to use the map symbol shall be
permitted to attach or have it imprinted upon a panel of the
container in which the eggs are to be marketed or to employ
its use in advertising or in any manner whatsoever. Layout
of proposed containers to be used for the marketing of map
symbol eggs shall be submitted for approval by the Division
of Marketing and Development, New Jersey Department of
Agriculture, in advance of their manufacture and use.

(d) Any person, firm, partnership, corporation or associa- -

tion wishing to employ the map symbol to be used in
marketing New Jersey produced eggs shall make application
to the New Jersey Department of Agriculture for a license
to do so. The application shall be made in writing, upon a
form provided by the department for this purpose. The
application shall reveal such information as is deemed nec-
essary for enforcement of the map symbol program. Infor-
mation given in the application shall be held confidential.

(e) All applications approved for issuance of license shall
have the license granted for the period of one year com-
mencing July 1. Licenses shall be renewed annually upon
application filed with the Department 60 days prior to the
date of July 1.
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(f) All eggs to be packed in cartons or containers bearing
the map symbol shall be those produced on New Jersey
farms and packed within the State of New Jersey.

(g) All license holders or packers designated by them
shall maintain accurate and up-to-date records of the names
and addresses of the egg producers from whom they obtain
eggs for purposes of packaging in containers bearing the
map symbol. Accurate records of all eggs received and
those eggs packaged in containers bearing the map symbol
shall be maintained and available for examination at all
reasonable hours of a normal workday by any representative
of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture.

(h) In the event the licensee permits the distribution of
map symbol eggs to be performed by persons other than
himself, it shall be necessary that he file with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture the names and addresses of those who
perform such distribution.

(i) When a license holder discontinues use of the map
symbol or fails to renew his license when required, he shall
be prohibited from its use in any manner, to include station-
ery, forms, advertising on billboards or other signs or on
trucks or car panels.

(j) Misuse of the map symbol shall subject the violator to
the provisions of N.J.S.A. 4:3-11.23.

R.1973 d.356, effective December 18, 1973.

See: 5 N.J.R. 362(a), 6 N.J.R. 2(a).

Amended by R.1978 d.402, effective November 21, 1978.
See: 10 N.J.R. 416(a), 11 N.J.R. 2(b).

Amended by R.1979 d.229, effective July 1, 1979.

See: 11 N.J.R. 222(b), 11 N.J.R. 315(c).

2:71-1.40 Container defined

“Container” means a package of any description which is
capable of being enclosed on all sides and in which eggs are
transferred from person to person.

R.1975 d.358, effective January 1, 1976.

See: 7 N.J.R. 398(a), 8 N.J.R. 3(a).

Amended by R.1978 d.402, effective November 21, 1978.
See: 10 N.J.R. 416(a), 11 N.LR. 2(b).

SUBCHAPTER 2. FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

2:71-2.1 New Jersey grades of fruits and vegetables based
on United States Standards

(a) The State Board of Agriculture adopts and promul-
gates as Official New Jersey Grades the United States
Standards for all fruits and vegetables, specifically 7 C.F.R.
§§ 51.300 through 51.3749 and 52.1391 through 52.1403;
and 21 CF.R. §§ 131.110 and 135.110, as amended and
supplemented, incorporated herein by reference.

1. Exemption: The New Jersey Standards for aspara-
gus for canning or freezing shall remain in effect as stated
in NJ.A.C. 2:71-2.8 through 2:71-2.14.
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Amended by R.2000 d.380, effective September 18, 2000.
See: 32 N.J.R. 2218(a), 32 N.J.R. 3391(a).
In (a), rewrote introductory paragraph.

2:71-2.2  Use of “Jersey Fresh” as the logo for the “Jersey
Fresh Quality Grading Program” and “Jersey
Fresh Quality Premium Program” (referred to as
the “logos”) on containers of certain fresh fruits,
vegetables, shell eggs, cut flowers, cactus, honey,
milk (whole, one percent, two percent, skim,
chocolate), ice cream and ice milk

(a) The New Jersey Department of Agriculture approves
the use of Jersey Fresh and Premium Jersey Fresh in
conjunction with the New Jersey map symbol under provi-
sions of N.J.S.A. 4:10-5 as an official emblem for identifying
New Jersey-produced agricultural commodities.

(b) The configuration of the Jersey Fresh Quality Grad-
ing Program Logos and the Jersey Fresh Quality Grading
Program Premium Logo are as follows:

esh” preceding “in conjunction with”.

2:71-2.3 Fee and reporting requirements for Jersey Fresh
Quality Grading Program participation
(a) A fee of $30.00 shall accompany the application form
and shall be made payable to the New Jersey Farm Products
Publicity Fund. If an applicant is deemed ineligible, the fee
shall be refunded.

(b) Licensees packing Jersey Fresh Quality Grading pro-
gram commodities may mark with self-adhesive labels, rub-
ber stamp or use imprinted fiberboard containers to identify
those commodities as being packed under the “logo” pro-
~ gram. For required markings, see N.J.A.C. 2:71-2.5.

(c) A copy of each shipping invoice or a statement shall
be supplied to the Department by the licensed person, firm,
partnership, corporation or co-operative that transfers own-
ership of containers or stamps bearing the “logo” to the
licensed registrant.

(d) Each licensed packer shall submit by December 31 of
each license year a report, on forms supplied by the Depart-
ment, indicating the number of containers packed by com-
modity under the Jersey Fresh Quality Grading Program.
Failure to timely supply the above may be cause for denial
or delay of licensing for the following licensing year.

(e) Processors shall send to the Division of Marketing
and Development, by the tenth of each month, on a form
provided by the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, the
following information for the month prior: the total hun-
dredweight of raw milk (converted to gallons) received from
New Jersey dairy farms and the number of pints, quarts, half
gallons and gallons bottled in containers bearing the “Jersey
Fresh” logo, also converted to gallons. The information
reported shall be considered confidential and used only to
determine compliance with this chapter as to the use of New
Jersey-produced milk.
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(f) Processors shall send to the Division of Marketing and
Development, by the tenth of each month, on a form
provided by the New Jersey Department of Agriculture, the
following information for the month just prior: the total
hundredweight of New Jersey-produced milk received from
dairy processors, the formulas used in the manufacture of
ice cream and ice milk bearing the “Jersey Fresh” logo, and
the total amount, in pounds, of the above products pro-
duced. The information reported shall be considered confi-
dential and used only to determine compliance with this
chapter as to the use of New Jersey-produced milk and
ingredients.

New Rule R.1985 d.282, effective June 3, 1985.
See: 17 N.J.R. 765(b), 17 N.J.R. 1407(d).
Amended by R.1986 d.201, effective June 2, 1986.
See: 18 N.J.R. 588(b), 18 N.J.R. 1196(c).
Substantially amended.
Amended by R.1987 d.89, effective February 2, 1987.
See: 18 N.J.R. 2347(a), 19 N.J.R. 287(a), 19 N.J.R. 355(a).

Subsection (c) substantially amended; (f) added.

Amended by R.1988 d.370, effective August 1, 1988.
See: 20 N.J.R. 953(a), 20 N.J.R. 1871(a).

Added new (d); renumbered old (d)-(f) to (e)~(g).
Amended by R.1990 d.354, effective July 16, 1990.

See: 22 N.J.R. 1296(a), 22 N.J.R. 2140(b).

(b)-(g) deleted, new (b)-(d) added regarding fees and reporting
requirements, logo labels discontinued from Department.
Amended by R.2000 d.380, effective September 18, 2000.
See: 32 N.J.R. 2218(a), 32 N.J.R. 3391(a).

Added (e) and (f).

2:71-2.4 Agricultural commodities intended to be
marketed under the Jersey Fresh Quality
Grading Program and Premium Program

(a) Only apples, alfalfa sprouts, asparagus, beets
(bunched), beets (topped), beet greens, blueberries, bok
choy, broccoli greens, broccoli rabe (rapini), bunched Italian
sprouting broccoli, cabbage (domestic, savoy and red), cab-
bage (Chinese), cantaloupes, cauliflower, celery root, collard
greens, sweet corn, cubanelle peppers, cubanelle peppers
(red), cucumbers, cucumbers (cukes), cucumbers (pickling
type), cucumbers (slicing type), dandelion greens, eggplants,
endive, escarole, fennel (sweet anise), herbs (fresh), horser-
adish roots, kale, kohlrabi, leeks, bibb lettuce, big Boston
lettuce, iceberg lettuce, lettuce (green leaf, red leaf, lolla
rosa and red oak leaf), romaine lettuce, radicchio lettuce,
mustard greens, nectarines, okra, common green onions,
parsley, parsnips, peaches, fresh peas, cheese peppers, hot
peppers (green or red), sweet peppers (green and red, bell
type), sweet peppers (yellow, bell type), sweet potatoes,
white potatoes, pumpkins, radishes (bunched), raspberries,
rhubarb, rutabagas, salad mixes, shallots (topped), snap
beans, spinach (bunched), spinach plants, strawberries, sum-
mer squash (yellow or green), fall and winter type squash
(butternut, acorn and spaghetti), Swiss chard, tomatoes
(fresh market), cherry tomatoes, grape tomatoes, plum to-
matoes, turnip (topped), turnip greens, watermelons (sugar
baby), shell eggs, cut flowers, cactus, honey, milk (whole,
one percent, two percent, skim, chocolate), ice cream and
ice milk may be identified by the logo.
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(b) All commodities may be identified by the premium
“logo” if graded and packed in accordance with the require-
ments in NJA.C. 2:71-2.5, with the exception that the
applicable tolerances will be two percent less than the total
tolerance stated in the United States Standards (identified
at N.J.A.C. 2:71-2.1) or this chapter for the commodities in
the premium program.

(c) All agricultural commodities marketed under the
“logo” program shall be produced and packed in New
Jersey.

New Rule R.1985 d.282, effective June 3, 1985.
See: 17 N.J.R. 765(b), 17 N.J.R. 1407(d).
Amended by R.1986 d.201, effective June 2, 1986.
See: 18 N.J.R. 588(b), 18 N.J.R. 1196(c).
Substantially amended.
Amended by R.1987 d.89, effective February 2, 1987.
See: 18 N.J.R. 2347(a), 19 N.J.R. 287(a), 19 N.J.R. 355(a).

Added “peaches” and deleted “Jersey Fresh” from the logo program.
Amended by R.1987 d.442, effective November 2, 1987.

See: 19 N.J.R. 1593(c), 19 N.J.R. 1987(a).

Added raspberries.

Amended by R.1988 d.97, effective March 7, 1988.
See: 19 N.J.R. 2327(a), 20 N.J.R. 525(a).

Added sweet anise (fennel), apples, asparagus, cucumbers (pickling
type), endive, escarole, nectarines, okra, parsley and romaine to be
identified by logo.

Amended by R.1988 d.421, effective September 6, 1988.
See: 20 N.J.R. 1129(b), 20 N.J.R. 2254(a).

Added “herbs (fresh), leeks, big Boston lettuce”.

Amended by R.1989 d.234, effective April 6, 1989.
See: 21 N.J.R. 227(a), 21 N.J.R. 1118(b).

(a): Added a number of fruits and vegetables to be included under
the Jersey Fresh Quality Grading Program.
Amended by R.1989 d.235, effective April 6, 1989.
See: 21 N.J.R. 591(a), 21 N.J.R. 1118(a).

Added “Premium Program” to section heading. (a): Added lan-
guage specifying products to be packed under Quality Grading Program
and added new (b) describing products eligible for the Premium
Program logo. Old (b) recodified as (c).

Amended by R.1990 d.354, effective July 16, 1990.
See: 22 N.J.R. 1296(a), 22 N.J.R. 2140(b).

Added domestic, savoy and red cabbage; dandelion greens, kohlrabi,
hot peppers (green or red), snap beans, spinach plants, yellow or green
summer squash and butternut, acorn and spaghetti squash.

Amended by R.1992 d.374, effective October 5, 1992.
See: 24 N.J.R. 2318(b), 24 N.J.R. 3511(b).

Revised (a).
Amended by R.1994 d.485, effective September 19, 1994.
See: 26 N.J.R. 2831(a), 26 N.J.R. 3828(a).
Amended by R.2000 d.380, effective September 18, 2000.
See: 32 N.J.R. 2218(a), 32 N.J.R. 3391(a).

Rewrote (a) and (b).

2:71-2.5 Commodity grades, packing requirements, packer
identification and containers

(a) Each container bearing the “logo” shall have the
name and address of the packer in letters not less than
three-eights inches in height. All imprinted containers must
also have “Produce of U.S.A. (NJ)” imprinted no less than
three-eights inch in height. All containers, packages and
packaging materials shall be new.
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(b) Commodities shall be graded, packed, identified and
contained as follows:

1. Apples shall be combination U.S. Extra Fancy and
U.S. Fancy grade for tray or cell packs and U.S. Fancy
grade for apples packed in bags. Color requirements are
those for specified U.S. Grades of Apples by variety.
Apples of the Red Delicious, Red Rome, Granny Smith
and Paul Red varieties may be packed bearing the “logo.”
Size requirements are as follows: Bags—apples shall be a
minimum of two and one-quarter inches in diameter. Tray
or cell packs—maximum count of 125 apples per contain-
er. Tray or cell packs shall be packed fairly tight or be
packed for a 40-pound minimum net weight for the
above-listed varieties. Paper pad is required over top layer
of apples in tray or cell packs. Certified controlled atmo-
sphere storage apples are eligible to be packed bearing
the “logo” provided the fruit meets the above require-
ments.

2. Alfalfa Sprouts shall consist of sprouts which are
fresh, young and tender, clean and which are free from
decay and not materially affected by overmaturity of leaf
buds, discoloration, freezing, foreign material, disease,
insects, mechanical or other means. All containers shall
have a fairly tight pack. In order to allow for variations
incident to proper grading and handling, the following
tolerances, by weight are provided. Not more than a
total of five percent in any lot may fail to meet the
required specifications, including not more than one-half
on one percent for decay. For application of tolerances,
see N.J.A.C. 2:71-2.6.

3. Asparagus shall be U.S. No. 1 grade with not less
than two-thirds of the stalk length green color. Stalks
shall be of the following diameter classifications. Small—
five-sixteenths inch to less than eight-sixteenths inch in
diameter. Medium—eight-sixteenths inch to less than
eleven-sixteenths in diameter. Large—eleven-sixteenths
inch to less than fourteen-sixteenths in diameter. Small
to medium—five-sixteenths inch to less than eleven-six-
teenths inch in diameter. Medium to large—eight-six-
teenths inch to less than fourteen-sixteenths inch in diam-
eter. Stalks shall be well trimmed. When packed loose,
all containers shall have a tight pack.

4. Beets (bunched) shall be U.S. No. 1 grade. The
diameter of each beet shall be not less than one and one-
half inches. The pack shall be for 12 bunches per crate
or carton. All containers shall have at least a fairly tight
pack.

5. Beets (topped) shall be U.S. No. 1 grade. The
diameter of each beet shall be not less than one and one-
half inches. All containers shall be at least fairly well
filled.
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6. Beet greens shall be U.S. No. 1 grade, consisting of
either plants (with or without attached roots) or cut
leaves. In the case of beet greens with roots attached,
the maximum diameter of the root shall not be larger
than five-eights inch. The leaf blades shall not be larger
than six and one-half (6%) inches. The pack shall be for
12 or 24 bunches per container. All containers shall have
at least a fairly tight pack.

7. Blueberries shall be U.S. No. 1 grade. Size shall
meet the requirements of at least Large with a maximum
of 129 berries per standard two gill cup. Individual cups
shall be well filled.
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8. Bok choy shall consist of plants of similar varietal
characteristics which are fairly firm and are not withered
and which are free from soft rot, and are not materially
affected by discoloration, freezing, disease, insects and
mechanical or other injury. Stems shall be cut so that they
extend no more than one-half inch beyond the point of
attachment of the outermost leaves. All containers shall
have a tight pack. Tolerance—In order to allow for
variations incident to proper grading and handling, not
more than a total of 10 percent in any lot may fail to meet
the required specifications, including not more than five
percent for defects seriously affecting the lot including not
more than two percent for soft rot. For application of
tolerances, see N.J.A.C. 2:71-2.6.

9. Broccoli greens shall be U.S. No. 1 grade. The
pack shall be for 12 to 16 bunches per container. All
containers shall have at least a fairly tight pack.



