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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

ExzecuTive CHAMBER,
January, 12, 1859.

Senators and Members of the Generdl Assembly :

Ir becomes us, in commencing our deliberations for the
public welfare, to give thanks to the Most High for the signal
mercies which he has vouchsafed to us during the year which
has just reached its close; to supplicate for wisdom to direct
our councils; and for a continuance of His protection and
favor. - A season of great abundanee, and of almost unprece-
dented health, has gladdened the hearts of our people; we
have been permitted to maintain relations of tranquility and
friendship with our sister States of the confederacy; to enjoy
--the benefits which flow from our educational“institutions} to
worship God each after his own. faith and forms, and to live
under the most equitable form. of government which the world
has ever enjoyed. : .

It is also a subject for gra.txtnde, tha.t after a protracted
period of commercial depressxon, we are inspired with the hope
that the inextinguishable entérprise of our citizens will speedlly

“effect the entire restoration of business and prosperity in every
department. of social industry.
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The trustworthy and obliging Treasurer has provided me.
with the following abstract of the State finances:

STATEMENT FROM TREASURER’S BOOK, JANUARY 1, 1859.

Whole amount of receipts during the year 1858, $212,400.04
Balance in bank, January 1, 1858, . : 3,058.42

—_—

$215,458.46

DISBURSEMENTS. ’

Ordinary expenses, . . $181,441.86
Extraordinary expenses, . 70,970.52

$202,412.88

APPROPRIATIONS UNPAID.

Oup T

Balance of appropnatlon of 1858 to support

Normal Schiool, . 1 $2,200.00
Ajppropnatxonr of . 1857 to Managers of Lunatlc ,

AsyTum, ','_ bRk L X 9,000.00
Ba,lance of ‘1858 to Pubhc Schools, S v K9] 520,56

Balance of 1855° to ‘Webster’s Dictionary,
Bala.nce of 1856 to Llppmcotts Gazetteer,

r
.‘.

ik

— ¢ ESTIMATED' RECEIPTS FOR 1859

‘ Tra.nslt dutxes, do (i< 1L o iR vy $120,00000
Dl-wdends, ‘”I.:;’ IO :‘_':.' 0. 00 dedS. IR, 18y 413 16,000-00

Jax 0n capitalistock; . S0 4] doiay o 24;877:25
Interest;on bond, and. bonds and mortgage, Lo 20217800
Redler’siligences; . syt ety o0 -1;800.00
Forfeited recogmzance, 8 . S e 500,00
haveusbing v ivofta sy sheh T

$165 455 25

Balance jn,bank January 1,1859, . ... . . 13046.08

| $178,501.08



b

64To the above estimate the tax on capital of .the New Jersey
Railroad, due first of January, 1860, is included,: the same
having ‘been paid for the last two years on the 3lst of De-
cember. :

I hadthe honor to call the attention of your immediate pre-
decessors to the fact that the tax upon the capital stock'of the
New Jersey Railroad and Transportation Company for the
year 1858, (which was $17,125,) was paid at the end of the
year 1857 to the Treasurer, and used by that officer for various
unpaid appropriations made prior to that date. During the
year 1858 a similar transaction has occurred, the tax for 1859
being $18,122.50. © The Central Railroad Company has also
anticipated the payment of its tax for the year 1859, being
$28,551.84, and this sum has, likewise, been introduced by the
Treasurer .into the receipts of 1858. = This latter sum ought
not to be regarded as a legitimate receipt into the treasury for
the year 1858, but as belonging to 1859. The system thus
established is-only temporizing ; for while the Treasurer, who,
‘I believe, makes every effort in his power to manage the busi-
nessiof: his. department for the best interests of the State and
the :accommodation of its .creditors, may be Justxﬁable in re-
. ceiving. the révenues in, advance from such companies; as ha.ve

the ability and disposition to-furnish them, it does not, wxphopt
explanation, donvey-a correct idea of  the true condition of the
treasury,- ‘but; Berves to make our Jiabilities seem less than they
are in reality, ' The current revenue. of each. year ought to be
used to ‘defray its €XPENSeS. ‘n . [iiinon ot pacr it ads

The four hundred shares’ of stock of the Jomt Compames——

yalued at forty thousand dollars—which the. preceding; Legisla~
ture ordered to be dlsposed of, -haye :been. transferred by:the
Lreasurer.to those companies; ; n.nd thus has been cancelled the
advance of money equal to that sum made by them to;the State,
and .our mdebte&ness, as:stated last year, is thereby reduced to
' that extent.. i
* Our present hablhtles may be set down as follows, to Wit

- ¢ f o .
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Standing debt, . 10 Tttt i ot dlBheniie 4 '$95;000§00
Unpaid appréprm.tmn for Normal School, 1858, - -+ .2,200.00
Unpaid appropriation forLunatic Asylum, 1857, 9,000.00

Balance due schools, . . 21,5621.00

Webster's Dietionary a.nd Llppmcott 8 Ga.zetteer, . _
“(éstimated;) . - .. 4 o it 5,000.00
Prison liabilities, - . # o 9,246.18
« Total, g . : . $141,967.18

« This shows the apparent indebtedness, but to get at a full
understanding of our true condition, we should, in'my judgment,
add “thereto “the anticipated receipt: already shown. That
emount belongs: to’ the income of a future’yéar, and the appro-
pristion thereof o-theé,expenses of the last year but pushes off
‘upon the:future &’ deﬁclency rwhxch in truth a.nd fact, belongs
to'the'present. | Liil oo paiganied e ud

It is fair to suppose that the ordmary and extra.ordmary dls-
bursements for ‘the' preseut*year will be.fully equallto those of
thé last' I thlB be'true; our expehses‘w;ll reach atleast two
hundred ‘and' two " thousand dollars, ~+The Treasurer estimatés
the receipts-for- 1859,-'vhth hiis presentideposit'in bank, at about
onie hundred and’ se#enf;yieight ‘thousandodollars., Fovon: this
: ca,lculatlon will’ show o pi*obable deﬁclency at‘the 1end ‘of 'this
year 6f ‘twenty-four théusand dollars. But’it'willtbe observed
that'the Treasutet, in higéstimatéd Feceipts- forv1859, states
that the tax upon the capital stock-of* the New Ji erSey Rallroad
for the" year” 18608 includéd therein.isda Lonlioud 5uch 5 1

Now it ‘is “véx*ylclear“that if this comparny: b’ha]l faﬂ to ‘pay
thelr tax at the’ time* ka.nt;wlpiu.ted-‘—-a.mi ‘this %8 ‘purely s volun-
tary ‘maftét with' t-‘nem—the‘”deﬁcien “for“the’ eurrent- year
must” b6 increaséd. by that aniount, it ieh'tnay bé'set down at
eléhteen ‘théusand dollars,’ Whlch ‘gdded “to “the "I;Wenty-fou‘r
thousand dollars, would make the sum of forty-two’ thousand

dollars. s wwwotich e awed dss od varr eoisilideil dnoeor =1
Our State indebtedness attracts the universal attentlon of
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»bhé people of New‘ifersey, and great solicitude -is ‘manifested
_ aa to ‘the policy wluch will be pursued by the Legislaturs”in
‘providing for its extinotion. Year after year have our expendi-
tures exceeded the receipts into the treasury, and a knowledge
of ‘this fgct has excited a well-grounded apprehension in' the
public mind that we may eventually become so much involved
that it will be no easy task to relieve our embarrassment. ‘The
framers of our constitution wisely determined that the State
debt should never excced the sum of one hundred thousand
- dollars, without the legally expressed approbation of the people;
yet in palpable contravention of this organic law we find our
indebtedness to be greater than that amount.

I respectfully and earnestly urge you, gentlemen, not. to
adjourn your session until some effectual means have been de-
vised to extmguxsh our liabilities. Every consideration of Sta.te
honor and dignity, as well as a proper regard for the r;ghts A
‘and the interest of our creditors, impel us to the dlscharge of
this duty.

“If the Sta.te were once relieved from debt, and consequently'
from the dnterest ;which is annually paid thereon,—could: we
-curtail .some of our expenses and. initiate a'system of rigid

~economy. in ail the departments of the State government, our
increasing current revennes would be amply sufficient to defray
our current expenses, If it be your desire thus to economize,
X would respectfully invite. your attention to the bills of ¢ taxed
«costs”? ;paid for the prosecution of State prisoners ;. £ the BUB
paid to the. Lunatic- Asylum from the treasury, under; the law
which provides for the payment to.that institution of: seventy-
five cents aweek for each county patient,-and-to the quantity
of pubhc printing. 1 I do.not.wish to be mnderstood ; 8810t
.mating that;the expenses referred to are not in accordancewith
law, for I have no doubt that they are so,'butif.the two former
icould be assessed. to the counties for whose benefit they are in-
‘curred, and the last curtailed, the birden would fall in the, pJ;o-
per places, and the State relieved from an onerous load,

If, in-addition to these proposed retrenchnients,'a more pro-
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fitable system of managing. our:State Prison were adopted, and
were all official persons, executive, legislative, and judicial, paid
for their services by stated, yet, liberal sala.nes, abolishing all
fees, perquisites, and incidentals ; were we, in a word, to return
to. the simpler—and, I am constrained to. say, betterg—habits
which, characterized our earlier history, I truly believe that
there would be saved to the treasury, each year, not less than
fifty thousand dollars,

Your especial and early attention is invited to the condltlon
of the State Prison. = The law contemplates the solitary con-
finement of the convict, yet for years past this has been ren-
dered impossible, for the reason that the number of the prison-
ers has exceeded that of the cells. The more hardened and
despera.te have been kept alone, but those of a different class
have been allowed to associate in the workshops and to occupy
‘the same cell at night. ‘The solitary system does not appear
"~ to ‘havé answered the expectations of its advocates, and is,
under existing clrcumstances, entxrely impracticable in our pri-
son. I therefore submit to you whether this feature of our
‘penal code may not be abolished wjth advantage to the State.

-1 The appropriation made at your last session for the erection
of ‘s workshop, being insufficient for the purpose, the Board of
‘Inspectors resolved to make an additional outlay, and have
therewith erected a commodious and substantial fire-proof brick
‘building.~ Even this improvement has not afforded sufficient
‘acconmodations for the persons employed therein,and 'another
ghop, of mearly equal dimensions, has been recently huilt by
‘the contractors; to whom some of the convicts have been hired.

Thisy ook t6-the State’ for ‘réimbursement, and ‘T hope  that
théir-expectations may not ‘be ‘disappointed. - The plan of
‘hiring-the prisoners has thus ‘far  answered -an ‘excellent ‘pur--
pose:’ It'relieves the principal officers from much of the busi- -
‘ness ‘which has hitherto prevented him from always exerczsmg

‘a/personal supervision of the prison, requires no use of capxtal
for.the purchaseof stock, exempts the State from the” possi-
bility of :loss in manufa.cturmg ‘or on sales, promotes the good
health of the prisoner, provides him with a trade, and incul-




loyed to supenntend the various mechamcal departments
amnly-ob‘]ectlon which has been urged against this- plan is,
t *it conflicts with ‘the interests of regular mechanics, by
senabling manufacturers to have work done at less than the
.usual cost. +'I-would not interfere with the rights and privi-
déges of this worthy and valuable class of our fellow citizens,
;but'I:question whether this system is any more disadvantage-
.ous to them' than'the old one; whilst if something be not
speedily:done to’ assist the institution in its efforts to sustain
fitself, it must become a heavy burden to them, as well as to the
.rest of society.. I therefore respectfully suggest that the ex-
dsting law:be so modified that it will be legal for the prisoners
to be employed in the workshops, making exception to those
cases where good discipline and the public safety require the
close confinement of the convict. -To this- end, it will be ne-

- -cessary to authorize the construction of more workshops and
the conversion of the present cells into sleeping- apartments.
You can thus, and at a comparatively trifling expense, relieve
ithe pressing necessities of the case. Should you deem' it ad-
lyisable to adopt these suggestions, and could the more populous
«odfinties beinduced to attach workhouses to their Jails for ‘the
pumsﬁmént of 'those who are found guilty of the minor crimes,

; sanid ‘were a law enacted providing ‘that no ‘criminal: should be
sent 'to the State Prison for a shorter term than one’ year,
«grea.t ‘gaod svould; in’ my judgment, result to'the ' State.: If it
-appears otherwise to you, the immediate‘construction of another
 yrange of: cells is indispensable, as would also be an extension
sof :the prison walls. * It has been suggested to me by a gentle-
sman:who has given much attention ‘to the condition of this in-
',sntutlon, and whose judgmentis worthy of respect, that one of
~ dthe buildings:belonging to the arsenal, formerly the old ‘prison,
. jand ‘now ‘unoccupied, might, with very little ‘outlay “of money,
sbe *accommodated to ' the reception of ~juvenile and female

; -cnmma.ls. ‘Constant experience demonstrates the necessity of

.y your taking some specific action in relatjon to*the mode and
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Place of punishment for thejuvénile:delingtients who infest our
cities and towns, . Thege enemies’ to society, and disturbers. of
its peace, oftentimes esoape the penalties of: the law, because
there exists such a strong 'disiﬁclination in the public: mind to
associate them in confinement: with- 0ld and <hardened. ‘trans-
gressors. . It is gratifying to obsefve that the general subject
of “{ establishing suitable indtitations for the: discipline and re-
form of erting youth,” is attracting, to so great an extent, the
attention of the press and the people of the State. I submit
the whole subject to; your consideration, having the fullest con.
fidence in your ability .and determination to give it such a di-
rection as will ‘best: promoté: the ;objéct -of .imprisonment and
the public welfaresue wilibinogant o10o (1 | i e

- The following: sammary of the busiriess of .the prison is pre-
sented t0.me by the keeper SGIE 10w it i b ¥

“Profits - .1, B bite 3oidgionids 1914618 21,

i 1 £
«Costs . ;' 1 geidd oL Soivoes, s1lh % 118,678 .68 -, 1
eqoilalaoy o130 ollbpiliato Ll Ot ——
.Gain;:o“.fi.-f ;:',(i, (‘Zf!? Iv;i')‘; 4 il A PRy 'i-‘,‘ ) v1,’03458

.-{Liabilities,»'; ‘;;.'a'{.’ i el ids :=;:$9,246 L8 ol s i
1y For,a‘-furthex: account of . its, operations, you:are referred to
hig-annual report. fuGood discipline has boen maintained; and
‘the general déportment of ithe {prisoners, thighly. commendable,
Iicannofyin onclusion; omit bearing testimbny to the fidelity
‘with! swhich!thé;chief officer thag *discharged theduties. of ‘his
“positions wadls rrios witoide B vl mosidd S By o 1iiy2
3 'fTh&aftentiyé*Superintendent iof: ‘Publicis_éhoois,fropbrts ito
‘mé othe’ gratifying, rintelligence i that, % evidences gf improye-
‘mention :_theméubjéct{;"flof ‘generalreducation diave béen. Tore
-strikingly exhibited during the. Yearjust oldsed sthan; at any
~-former period i the history ofi the sState; as'amnyybe seen: dn
‘theincrdaged number of ichildren attending schiool; the.improved °
. character and ghalificsitions of steachers;sandin’ the inereagsd
anfountiof money raised and appropriated: for; ‘the i support .of
«thesschools. ./ His, communication ocontaing/ sevéral important
‘euggestions i, which, I fully. conour;and o :wwhish i respect~
i.:fully in}'ite;your;attenti.on. M5 Beie oii PRESE RO it 1) ey

w




i1

ﬁlm;umqmwi&’rﬁhﬂ ‘possebsion, «of institutionk . for the
her branches of lea.rmng, which gre justly ‘celebrated, both
gt home ,Apf}q,bm&d, if; is certain that; as regards. facilities for
Ppmmpp scbpqL educa.tmn, we: have been heretofore far: beh;qd,
gomo of ,onr sister States at the North It ismy ardent h;qpe
_mi'¢hw shall, not - continue, but that, ‘on the contra.ry, She.
future may, ﬁnd New Jersey amopg the most liberal patrons of
pnbll.c -schools, . Buch is my view of - the importance of édnca-
ting the whele people, that I could a.lmost wish for:gome ¢om-
pulsory enactment requiring parents to send theu' chxldrenl of
a certain age, to. the public schools. . . FonFad
T | need not;, dllate to you, gentlemen, upon the mﬁuence of
educa,tloq,,m advancing the happiness and prospenty of man,
kind, nor, of its being the surest, and gafept guarantge, of ,the
perpetuity of .ounliberties. . I will only gay, that I regargothe
education of the children of the Stafe asmore important than; -
any. pt)aey; gueﬂtlon of State pqh(;y,——one !to which all ofhers
' sho\}ld,\ [epessary, become secondary and 5ubserv;ent I\:e,
joice to know that the’ popular heart responds to thls seqfnpeﬁ,‘
and I  drust that under your wise action our present system ‘may
become so developed and 1mproved as to msure the lng'ﬁes pos-
sible good results. e
* The question of excludmg the blble from the pub ¢ schools
has, of l ate, excited much angry dlscusswn in*'a’ ‘neighborin )g
Staté, chiak! 46 Somie" extént; been® agitatedl in6usC o¥h.LLE
Evil, indeed, will be the day for our country, and2khe*%orld,
when ithis Holy Book shall be banished from our schd6ld; for
ft‘om*the time of that direful” event, would be‘%&itnessed the
rapid and idevitable:decline of thats liberty fof: therrpréss)ind
person, of speech, and conscience, whick so:em‘inently Qistinis
.glIlShQH pur form of government. ! { Torts T
I would have the bible read in schools, a.nd elsewhere',(mth- :
Ouﬁn.ote or comment, if desired, as a mode] of pure; and sim-
ple English style, and language ; as presenting an unapproachs
able standard of virtue and morality; for sits: wonderful hisr
tory s for there}pquepqe of its oratorys for the exquisiterjand
pathetic beauty jof its, pogtry-—its Psalms, and Songs,,and
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Lamentations 3 and' above all;for7its \S’ubhme tea%hings of the
eternal truths of ‘the religionof "Chirist, <! " 44 )

"It 'is " 'gratifying ‘évidence of’ the’ popu[a.r ‘éstimation, in
which the Normal School ‘is “held; as"well “as’ of ‘its practical
utility, that apphcatxons for’ teachers who have 'been educated
therem, dre 8o numerous that it is impbsmble to' suppty them.
The'demand’for them comes fiot “only “from the larger public
schools in the cities and \nllages, but’ from ‘the rural” districts
in all gectionis of ‘the State, and wherever the pupils have been
employed their success had been ‘mast ‘marked ‘and gratifying.
The introduction of 1mproved methods  of teé.chmg and "gov:
ernment, and the substitution’ of’ processed w'luch ad&ress them-
gelves to the understandmg, for fiere exei-oxse ‘of memory,“are
éffecting a radical, and most ‘benéfiéial," change in'the character
of ‘our ‘schiools, as well as'in the sentxments of the ’commnmtws
m whxch théy are situated.” </ o o9 1o bt B0l i dnon

"o numbet of pdpﬂs in’ attendance upon ’tbe “Normiat
Schcwl ‘at the opening of the su:th term, on' the 15th’ ’of 'Feb-

R i RO :

ruar ,’1858 was : i

't ’ 4 Bt ol IT080 SRIvAnoY a3 idd B ” 'J::v.“

s Females, Saiie Al bR e Seulincii &

~8¢ JvMaleS, % . ot -. i i . LT 8] : 33 3 8 ;
Total iy : S5 ANy 2R N Hr.=

A';f‘ the openmg of the seventh term, 6th Septembep,1858

' firn Females, e . with agfy 0.,5‘" ;3"” p ,,)”87

i Malesys ooy ot Bodiinad o8 el doutd o _,,_,381,, widor
rJ' ’t Yapa Total y oyonr ”rd“v',.r; £tia) Yo 5 p{“ ;,,f"' 118
##Whole number brougbt under instruction;since the iorgamza-
‘tIOil of the'Schoolqs bERIEEE S i o D s 3)@3 X0 e

“Females, . U, notyna o ol g 80% "’ )

il Males',’ oo g Erocl s f '1;,:";‘: oldid ml ‘svef birgqr ¥
- s Total, T s .Jv7""5 i ?;,;J 9o Tl ~Lr264

Number now at Sehool, byn olyre, dbtigniiydg
WHols number sent out from the Scbéol siziv b0 by abiate 146
Oi' ’this niimber, about twenty havé bEeh’ﬂlsa'bled%y "sie ]m"es“s,
or weré found mcompetent ‘and two have diéd.”#eod obedisi

1
1
1
|
1
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0088" hereafter to avail 1tself of it, an mterest in the bulld-
: m}nch has alrea,dy reached a considerable sum.  Tuition
A ggmﬁcate& to the amount of three thousand dollars have
‘plready . been redeemed. At the end of another year, the
. amonnt will probably be five thousand, and in two years: and
guchalf more,: ten. thousand dollars. . This will be so much
- paid:on account. of the lot and -building, should the State here-
efter;elect. to purchase; ' It is confidently. believed that in this
wayy hefore: the lapse of many years, the whole property mlght;
ke,gcqmred for the State. s
he act to iestablish a State’ Normal School wxll explre on
ﬂxe,ﬂ,th of rFebruary, 1860 -and. it seems requisite that some
sotionjshould be had upon the subject during your’ present ges-
sion.../The; operatxons of the School, for the ensuing year,
mml%be seri_ously embarrassed, if there should be any uncer-
4ainity.as to the continuance of its existence. If you are not .
- prepared to make it a permanent institution, you can .remove °
- 4his; emba.rmssment, by renewing, for another. term of ﬁve
' xpﬁrs,_ the provisions of the existing law. . )
he report of the Trustees of the School Fund w1ll aﬁ'ord
you the fullest information concernmg that important subject.
I am happy to inform you that it is in a prosperous condition,
ﬂﬁ&&}mf. the whole fund is most securely invested.” The policy
_@dopted:by the board js todoan-only upon the best. real estate.
dito half its value ; to take invariably a first mortgage, and
end o such persons alone ‘aswill probably be punctual in
pe yment of interest. The addition to the -fund will be
gund'to be ‘of a less amount than it would otherwise have been
d'not the last Legislature: ordered the sum of ten thousand
x u:s for, the use of pubhc schools in addition to.that hlthe,r-
d@tbprlated for that purpose.” In managing this fund we
mﬂd ook carefully to its gradual and steady increase; it is
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therefarstto by hopéﬁ thit-the’ néceﬁmty Wil ‘iwt”any Jléhfuger
exist 'to. make mfore than' the ‘ofdifiiry dfuft >apon this Sacred
4rtst: "The ‘amount of “the school fundfisas follows~ Fod

On'bondiand ‘moﬂ:gagea,iu-.“ silhfaia sowgaor $108,288' 01

Lioalisy n g0 =il r;w 8 e +174,000-00
Riilfod and ban‘k btbck i0 Wonif liwva of 15015928,562700
Bonds of - Jomt Compames, & bodogpurahsry _3 +87,000 00

3 §F t1574 56 vum ! (3 4941 49T Y 0 1 Tyl eIy
P ko $432 795 01
Increase durmg the ypar, $16 147 00. dattoug. 1l

duiAdditional 'evidente is afforded every yeariof the mmportance
-and ! usefulness /of the . Tmnati¢ ‘Asylum.:: This' institution' is
antmaged-with rskill and ‘ability,-and isesteadily diffusing  its
benefity to every portion of :the Stats, mitigating the sufferings
and curing the maladies of that unfortunate:class for whomit
svag-provided.. Ofdall the !bleésmgs’ we are permitted to-enjoy,
tione shovld fill us with @ more lively sense of our gratitade to
-God;and of rour, entire' dependence pon’ Him' thanthe fall
{posspesion/of >our mental faculties, and it would: be’ alike- un-
feeling(and ungratefub dnudi to Wlﬂlhold jour - sy’mpathy und

. P

' tnbute (469, BOY, (105 1

¢vilThis gbstraot froms thefaocuunt iof the Treasurer will show
the financial opera.tloma lof 1 ¢hig mstltutlon durmg the yea.r
11858 Ui Bl Jooda® edd 1o ssviaptl i

[dua’ Suedue g dadd ;,4 REOEIPTS ',-_ oy 1 ~‘ TEE I eI
ihaopayoiogaosy & Hl OF, olal OF RGQe 1B .
Ba.lance in Treasurer 8, ha,nds, e g bt :».-n.!{‘-'-' ot 10§488
Receivbd:from the Staterof! New Jersby, b "S 8 ,185.49
Received from cotinty i¢ollectors, '« 01 : vulsy = 25 47182
JBecewedxfrom patlents ankl mcxdentals” "o 0o 18,4851 89
‘ ” w g 6 IR I AR A ‘lf "l J8018Y '-' ﬁ_"-‘"‘-"‘“"
stoe ; 1§ anfiowe weel & Fo $47 097,48

Digtosno ,i;r not Yoo inna o bamums, _,_~>.f e s

511l I! duilh 1 e ‘_,Y, o

A,moypt ppld to C §ager, Stewar& () orders, Y $ 7 097 46
et teomytyipqrbnots bige lavbyry whi o) viivios or
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sagain.visited ;the blind:and:.deaf, and dumb bene-
easiof / the: State: at.the xrespective  institutions in New
"ork and Philadelphia.i.. They ate enjoying at those establish-
ments: all the benefits which christian. phﬂanthropy has de-
hﬁedaxfor,the relief and instruction of these afflicted people.
e:number of deaf and dumb thus sustained is twenty~81x,
and of the blind twelve.
wThe stated annual appropnatlon, a8 ﬁxed by la.w, for the
gupport. of the 1nd1gent deaf and dumb, is five thousand
dollars. = This sum is now scarcely sufficient to defray their
expenses, and in view of the number of applicants for its
' benefit I respectfully recommgend  that it be increased. ' These
apless -children of :sorrow are wholly dependent ;upon your
munificence for their comfort and happiness, and they mani-
festodhe  greatest gratitude to the State for the liberality
hitherto jextended to them. I trust, therefore, that this ap-
iplication in their behalf will not be denied. -
" The State Directors of the Joint Compames have addressed
t0' me & special communication, herewith submitted, in which
" Itheystate that “the present rate of transit -duty'pa.yable by
“the railroads of this State upon manure, wood, lumber, lime,
©oal and ‘ashes,is the same as upon other merchandise, and is
“8o'high ‘as 0" exclude “the business, and the State derives no
' “Yevenue from this -transportation.” They “represent that a
general law, reducing the transit duty totwo cents upon the
: f’bﬁbov‘e named articles, instead of the present rates, would start
; 'ew busmess and increase the revenue of. the State

-é%! hewpresent transn; duty upon some of our rmlroads, on the
3 l,cles enumerated, is indeed quite prohlbltory, and prevents
0 of .our citizens who live along the hnes of these roads
oM. ocuring the1r coal, lime, lumber, &e., 50 convemently

heg,ply as they can be obtained by _others, and, also, as the
ctors truly assert, deprives the State of a source of con-
rable revenue. In order, therefore, to promote the . con-
and profit of the people, and, to add fo the 1 resources

of the t reasury, | I recommend, ,you. to give a- favorable cons1de-




16

ration to the suggestions of.the. State- Directors, which will -
reduce the duties to'the same ‘amount: as: that’ now. taxed by
law tq the Delaware and Raritan Canal.}i 1 100000 Do dleell
The report of: the , Commissioners’ of P1lotage gives you:s
full account of the opera.tlons of the New J ersey pllots for the
past year.. .. s ke
Having learned that much damage had been sustmned by
the channels at Elizabethport and Shooter’s Island, by persons
dredging the docks at the former place, and by depositing
oyster shells ‘at the' latter; I visited those localities in August
last, in company with the :board.'of :Pilot' Commissioners, for-
the 'purpose of making a personal examination into 'these
alleged abuses. . Special soundings were taken, and the chan-
nels were discovered to be. so much obstructed :as ‘scarcely:to
permit the vessels which ordinarily navigate: these waters'to
pass each other, especially at'low tide..! The small steamer on
board which the inspeétion was made became "groun'ded' upon
a bar now occupying:a; place ,where, a few. years -since, there
were two fathoms of water..: ..'i; 5o dpinsen 0
Duripg the year: 1858 merchandlse to ther amount;of about
gix. millions and a half -of :dollars,.four thousand: and; eight
vessels, ‘having -an, aggregate tonnage 6f: five. hundred. and
fifty-six thousand six' hundred ,and eighty tons, with thirteen
thousand eight hundred .and nineteen. men, left Elizabethport,
by water. . When we,add to this:the merchandise which finds
©its. way. through this narrow ‘channel from ‘Philadelphia, by
way of the Camden and Amboy.Railroad and the:Delaware
and Rarﬂsan Canal, and from mnumerable other places, the
necesmty for keepmg the passage 1n a,t lea.st its natura.l ,con-.
dxtlon 'becomes 80 apparent as to requn'e no, argumént for 1ts
enforcement Thls cannot ' be aqcomphshe at an mdlvxdual
expense; a:.nd a.n appropnatmn should be made by the general-
goVernment for' a, scientific exploration “of the whole locahty
and for ‘its permanent and complete 1mprovemenf; "o 'this
end I recommend that you pasy resolutions’ ca.lhpg the atten-
tion of Congress to the subject, and requesting its’ early and
efficient intérposition. In order that you may be i)ossessed
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information necesssary to.a proper understanding of
oot tI heremth send to you ‘& spemal ‘report.of;; thQ :

-wmf Ehzabeth ,on which the whole isubject -is delmea.ted
andsthe ebstract furnished ‘me by the courteous collector of
theiport of Elizabeth. aolaty ol 3o
s There exists mo law upon- our statute book ‘which' gwes‘
authority to any one to prevent such obstructions from being
. deposited in our waters. I'know of no place where this power
can'be so appropriately vested, as in the Board of Pilot Com-
missioners, ‘and to: the mecessity of such an enactment I
respectfully invite your attention. ib 10
«Néarly a’ generation has passed away since a survey was
made 'by order of the general 'government for ‘an artificial
harbor near Cape May, at a point designated as: Crow Shoal.
In 1857 an elaborate report of ‘this survey was submitted: to
- Congress, and ever since that time an a.ppropnatlon has been
songht for-this porpose, but thus far in vain. <My attention
was first called to the great importance of the: propdsed im-
provement, during the Thirty-first: Congress, by.the Repre-
' sentative from the First District of this State. . This gentle«
man, to.whose fidelity and-zeal for theé-best interests of - the
State, whether ‘acting in! his -public capaeity, or:as & private
. citizen, it ‘gives  me unfeigned pleasure to:bear: »testlmdny,
- introduced a :series of resolutions:rupon this:subject, but was
X nnsuccessful in his efforts to gain their-fvorablé-consideration:
he subJect has ever 'since been' present:iwith: me, andwas
gmong, :those to which I briefly alluded jupgn the .occasion of
 assuming;-the- duties of my station.; My attention has, hq;v-
ety been’ recently directed to it afreesh, by a;forcible, fspeech
hereon'in Congress;. by the present, member, from, that
‘and by a persona.l mspectlon of the locahty in quegt.lon.

‘_xhausted mthont success, » respectfnlly}, recommendzr,lq
W of the great importance of the case, that ‘a commission
¢ ppblnted to visit- Washxngtbn—-—-mthout, ‘howevery incurring
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any.expense to- the ‘§tate-for 'the-expressiipurpose of urging
an appropriotion: for this work. : New Jersey has -never-been
importunate in. soliciting: favors at the hands of the general
government ; nor is this work ‘for her: benefit alone.. 'Penn-
sylvania, New York, and indeed the whole navigating interest
of the :Adlantic seaboard, are concerned in this matter, whilst
it is of vital importance to our own coasting trade. It-appears
by the last report upon' Commerce and Navigation (1857), that
there were upwards of 106,000 tons of enrolled and licensed
vessels belonging to New Jersey, and of this amount more
than 24,000 tons belonged to the Great and Little Egg Har-
bor districts in the vicinity of Crow Shoal. - There were also
of the same class of shipping more than 150,000 tons belong-
ing to Philadelphia. ‘ If we add the vessels from Delaware and
Maryland, and elsewhere from'abroad, which find their way
to this point, it will be readily seen that large fleets are con-
stantly: hovermg in that* neighborhood, and :that -when over-
taken by storms, or impelled by ice, have oftentimes no refuge
short of* Hampton Roads. ** As a matter of economy, the work
commends ‘itself to the .earnest consideration:of fhe govern-
‘ment’; but when to ‘this is added the preservation of life, the
construction ‘of a breakwater passes: from one of -expediency
to one of imperative duty. '(The estimated cost of the whole
work ig'-less than the.sum which has been paid for several of
the custom houses in various:large. cities, yet how far.beyond
these “cdstly. edifices does the ‘work: commend' itgelf by every
consxﬂerat:on of wisdom :and: humamty' , ;

oIn »é’o’i'mbctxom ‘with ‘this - subject  of - the “‘coast," let ime ask
yom‘ i'avbra.ble attention to'a etter, which'is herethh ‘sent to
you, aﬂdressed t6 me by the’ President of “the New York Pilot
,Assoclathn, in‘reference to ‘the (éstablishing ‘of a. hght-house
?.i;‘ft otith. ‘end""of ‘the’ Woodland, in®Otean. “gotnty.’ The
Writéf'is ‘well known'to me, ‘and Ichdve every confidence in'his
3udgiheh‘b‘ ha.vmg*h A ‘ooonsion’to dvail:myself 'of his intimate
knowledge- of Jour ccoast, 4ndo skill:inthis professxdn,ﬂwhﬂst
oxlglnq.tiﬁg the* means’ for the' begter preservation’ of life jand
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v fmm shnpwreek whlch now éxists: along the coasts of

frighting life and surf boat of Mr. Richard C Holmes.
ne could better understand what was needed for the pur-
osé,jand thus far no one seems to have hit upon an invention
hich so well fulfils the requisites as this of Mr. Holmes.

% #9The Executive of New York, in his recent message to the
Logislature of that State, expresses the hope that New Jersey
‘may yet be induced to allow the New York Quarantine to be

4 ‘pemoved to Sandy Hook. A committee of our last Liegisla-

tui'e, ‘after having thoroughly reviewed the proposed measure
‘ifi"all its bearings, gave it, in a most able report, their emphatic
‘and unqualified condemnation. This report was unanimously
sustamed by the Legislature, and their action has been cor-
dlally sanctioned by our people. I had hoped, after the cour-
‘teous ‘reception which was extended to the Commissioners who
‘Were delegated to present the application to our Legislature,
g.nd the decided action taken by that body, that no effort would

‘be made to obtain for it a favorable consideration. But

: ‘our determination does not appear to have been fully un-

¥ 'aerstood I am constrained again fo declare—and I do so with

é*hlghest official and personal’ Tespect for the Chief Magis-

'~6f N eW lork and. thh & most sincere desn'e for the wel-

1o Qrcumstances can posmbly arise Whlch mll éver induce the
lature, or the people of New J ersey, to give thelr consent

: ceordance w1th a Jomt resolutlon a.dopted by your im-
redecessors, I'hdve allowed' the artlcles enumerated
6nipa.nymg schedule, belongmg to tho’ State, ’and

"Geologlcal Sutvey, to be” placed in charge of
clpa'l’ of (the Normai School for the use of that m-
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I have alsoendeavored to bring togetheriall the-articles:of
the Survey, which had not been hitherto-obtained, and ‘am
happy to:inform you.that nearly all: of any value are now
either at New Brunswick or in this city. i

Unless jyou shall order otherwise, it is my intention to have
a full sét of geological :and mineralogical specimens collected
in one place at the' State House, and properly arranged and
catalogued. ' ' There will be placed there, also, 8o much of the
property referred to, consisting of sections, maps, charts, field-
notes, &g., as can be conveniently received. . This arrangement.
will be.made in order that you may be more fully informed of
the actual progress made by the Survey 3 and that the articles
may be kept, as they should be, in the custody of the State.
The collection, also, will constitute an additional and interest-
ing attraction to our Capitol.

. I commend to your especml and favorable con51derat10n,
some extracts .from. 4 private letter received from Professor
George H. Cook, the: learned and dlstmgulshed Geologlst of
the Survey,—relating to its further prosecution.

A well~orgamzed militia is as essential to the well-being of
our country as any other institution which has 'come ‘down to us
from our fathers of the revolution. * It is not the part of wm-
dom to forget in time,of peace, the possibility of ‘war, nor" in
undlsturbed tranquility, the danger of civil commotions. ‘The
policy of our government is hostile to a stamimg armtv and

“we muist, therefore, make our chief  dependence ‘upon citizen
soldlers to repel invasions, suppress msutrectlons, and" for all
“the- mlhta.ry assistance which may become necessary to enforce
the laws. ” Within the last two years I have reviewed a.ll the
volunteer companies in the State, and find that groit p co-
ﬁclency has been: achieved by manyiof them,- wlulst they. | are
well eqmpped well officered and well. drilled. - Yeba tﬁorongh
re-orgamzatlon of  our, present complicated and obpcure mllma
gystem. s essential fo their further 1mprovement, as well as'to
the anfhonty and dlgnity of the State., It 'beconies ua;td ‘take
such measm'es as will enable us to be ‘at all tunes rea.dy, ‘i
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bgip’en in ‘any emergency, ‘to’ protect ‘ourselves -of to furo

- quota’ to the general government. bood wroite
ou’ will be mformed of the condition of the pubhc arms
‘the' report of the Qwrter-Master Geheral, herewith sub-
d. ‘They will' always be found in‘excellent order, and
dy'“for "gervice at the shortest notice: ' Under the super-
ision’ of ‘the admirable officer who has charge of this depart-
- ment, ‘the - arsenal ‘has 'been thoroughly repaired, and now

; presents 'an appearance which for order, neatness and conve:

pience- will ‘bear comparison with any sumlar estabhshment in

‘the country.
%9 The late Adjutant General having declined to withdraw the
resignation which accompanied his last annual communication,
1 have’ appointed in his stead a gentleman of acknowledged
fitness for the position, who will doubtless gain distinction in
the place so long and so honorably filled by his predecessor:
' His report- is subjoined, and contains'valuable suggestions de=
ggned for the improvement of ‘our militia system, which I
respectfully commend to your careful consuieratlon and ap:
p!‘(ﬂﬁl.' 3 S ¥ GERTRL
6 The' law whwh regulutes our common road system is’ very
Y!hperféct, and requires much’ modification to renﬂer it aceepta-
ﬁe to those who are interested in its improvement." Tt was' my
ﬁentxon 0 have ‘addressed yoir at length upon the subject, but .
ing'réad a bill relating theretd; which was presented at the
t.session by'thé honorable Senator from Somerset, and-learn-
: d;'hut ‘he desxgns again to urge its passage, with some amend-
s L7shall ‘only remark that no one is better qualified-t6
3e.this important question than ‘thehonorable gentlemaﬁ
eg in: u.dvance, for his suggestmns, w favora.ble consi

{ <‘\" "" 1Ty R et Y ,_(,. 1 s ,,«.__-,‘ 304 1~:y-*rv\«0

present as well us o the future generatlons it is° hlgh'ly
that the public records and’ documents, not’ oniy at
governinent; but also in the several ‘counties, cities
"gs, should be properly kept, preserved and arranged.
ste rights dand public interests ahke demand that due cara
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should be exercised by all holding official stations, to keep the
various books or records in their respective offices in siich a
manner, and so to preserve and arrange the documents con-
nected therewith, that their succesgers and others interested
may be enabled to obtain all ‘the' peeded information relative
to past transactions which they may contain. The want of
some general law upon the subject has led to great diversity in
practice, and it is believed that not unfrequently records are
improperly kept, important proceedings left unrecorded, official
papers destroyed, and books appropriated to private uses or
taken away by retiring incumbents, solely in consequence of
the absence of a uniform system, established by competent ‘au-
thority, applicahle to all and binding upon all.

These defects were brought to the notice of the legislature
by my immediate predecesgor, and I would renew his recom-
mendation that measures be adopted to correct them. ' In order
to enable you to establish a proper system, it will be necessary
to institute an inquiry into the present condition of the various
depositories of the public records and papers. In the year
1857, the House of Assembly passed a resolution calculated to
secure the desired information, but which, failing to pass the
Senate, was lost. - I respectfully refer the matter to:yon
careful consideration. _ , {

With this you will receive the resolves of the General As-
sembly of the State of South Carolina, relative to the organ-
ization’ of the “‘ Light House Poard;” and also a series of
resolves adopted by the legislature of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, #in. relation to- the ‘decision of the Supreme
Courtiof the United ‘States in' the:case of Scott verses:Sand-
ford,” awhich have ‘been forwardéd to me by. the wespective
‘Governors of those States. They are respectfully submitted
for your consideration. ... 2 0 e A s G o
i The Governor -of the Choctaw: nation of Indians has ad-
dressed & letter to me—and which I Herewith present to you--
requesting’ an_ interchange of "our State Laws. - It ‘gives ime
great. pleasdreto comply- fith:this request, and, I 'recommend
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= .r{;the future this couttesy shall be contmued by your
it it st o
hbctaws are an agricultural people, steadlly cultwatmg
of ‘peace, and making rapid advances in all the attain-
lin morals;’ learning, and government which characterize
 favored nations. (e
WiThe' policy of ‘our ancestors towards the various Indian
 tribes who once held our terrltory, forms a marked feature in
: 2&he ‘history of New Jersey, and is in strong and favorable con-
ast'with that practiced by many of our sister States. The
; Ximnous may find in our State Department the orlgmal mstru-

4 Delawares”’ was extinguished by a_payment made by opr
egislature, o that tribe, for their right to fish in all that por-
tion’of the State lying south of the Raritan, which right had
ﬁn reserved in the original sa.le of that territory. As the

he ﬁnal got of oﬂicml mtercourse between the State of
ei‘se and the Delaware Indmns,‘who once-owned nearly

wasted yet gratefnl ‘people: - Upon this’ partmg oc-
i “feel it to - be ‘an’ incumbent duty to bear the feeble
ulﬁ‘ bf my pralse to the hlgh~sou1ed Justlce, Whlch “in thas

i
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acre of our land-have! you taken,'bat by our consent. 1J.‘hede
facts speak for themselves, and need no comment ; they place
the character of New. -Jersey inybold relief, and 'as a bright
example, to those States' within whose territorial limits our. bre-
thren. still remain.  Nought save benedictions can fall upon
New Jersey from the lips of a ¢Linni Linappi.’ " ST

I took: the liberty t6 state in my communication of last year,
that under the'clause in the “fee bill ”, which provides that the
Governor shall receive- ¢ for the seal to any certificate, exem-
plication, or other paper,” the sum of one dollar, I had, in
accordance with the opinion given by the late Attorney Gene-
ral, and the precedent established by my immediate predeces-
sor, grawn from, the. treasury a portion of my fees thus due;
but that having, subsequently entertained doubts as to the true
meamng of the law, requested such: an interpretation thereof
a8 would set; the question, at rest for the future. = The, leglsla-
ture thereppon. pa.ssed & resolutmn fully sustammg the o_plmon

‘based thereon,p bnt dld. not make any alteratlon to the law. :
L. have  therefore not: felt. authorized to make any further
draft_} upon the treasury. under this resolution ;- nor, have I
«charged -the feeito indivifuals, for this has.never: been the
-praetice, and would not, in; a majority of cases, comport: with
the dignity of the State, whilst-in others it would -be: entirely
impracticable,® If it does not seem proper to you to; take some
spec,xﬁo apt@q on, the,questxop, the Governor must,.in the, fu-
{tnre, as/in the,past, be deprived of a.perquisite w,blch, was.de-
signed to: make amends for a small salary, and w:.thqut b ].uch
10 Jnan of; Lxn,q;dva!:ad‘.e; Teans can afford; to occupy, the,. posmqn,

-upless .h‘eqca.g live i in hig own house and.be engaged i 1p, gome
othe;' pursuif. ,;Mp,kp, ity if you, please, ohhgatorympon gygga

,whopxeosm,ﬁnwﬁmlfpaper, thus signed and sealed, to. pay

any specified sum into the treagury for the. beneﬁt.oj’ the State,
but,do not expeet the Chief. Magistrate of qu Je;g‘ey,xw};en
he a.ttaches the emblem of our sovereigntyy the broadﬁgpq.l of
»State, tq #-, cgrtxﬁca.tq Qf electmn for his, snccesaor in o,ﬂice, or
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o5 J&’ mthe phlef » _t;,ce, Ch;mcelle}‘, Attorney Gcneral Or
preme. Court, J udges, or any other State.or, county fuuctlon-
 that he, shall accompany it with the demand of a. dollar
es. . The honors of . pubhc pOSltlon shoyld not. be
tded as a compensatlon for official labors, pecuniary recom-
e, nlone can cancel them. The ‘honor depends upon the
anner in which the official duties are performed. I regret to
* e oblwed to obtrude _upon your attention any matter which

ma,y be regarded as personal but justice to my successors, as

Well as to myself, must be my apology for its presentation. It
iw‘v‘ould be ‘better to abolish the law tha.n to have it ever subJeot
to such unsettled an'd contradlctory constructlons

T,he ev1ls of mtemperance multiply from year to year.. Thls
)&ornble vice, the, fearful source of so large a portion of the
qnme commltted throughout the land, is our natloxml sin and
geproach The vast amount of spurious and adultera,ted hquors
that are sold to the 1gn,orant and unwary, are poisonous to.the
ppdy and soul, and ought to be dealt with accordingly. A Every-
‘Where may be found the most, enticing temptations to allure
tke youthful and vaccxla.tmg into the paths of debauchery and
_corr Your @r‘nest a,ttentlon as ]eglslators and phl]an-

AN et

r
Jfinancial'. stralts to whlch the Genempl Government has
eﬂeuixeauced and ‘_the umversa,l prostratlon of our commer-
| an@ ;nanufactun
t1 n and ncouragement to our own 1naustry is wta.lly esgen-
| }to ,ba.t nal indepe,gdence, and to the ha.ppmess a.nd pros-
- of our "e)ople | It is greatly to be, desn‘ed that a, cha.nge
ected ,in the mode of Ievymg dutles upon foreign
_a, spec1ﬁc ta.nﬂ!' be ma&e to superse le. t‘he
a system, it Would be'-an 1mportant step
'ehef df our manufacturers, and thus open the

a,)t mcrease of a general prospenty. By a}Iompg
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parties interested to fix the valuation of goods in the foreign
market, and assessing duties on thig-valuation, it is certain that
the grossest: frauds have -been practiced for years past, to the
detriment of the home manufacturer, the honest importer, and
the -government - itself. = Our ‘manufacturers need, and in my
judgment are right in demanding, ‘an equitable and specific
protection, not incidental, not accidental, but steady, unquali-
fied, and uniform protection.

It is but a few years since the corporate authorities of New
York city were compelled to apply to Congress for relief from
the ‘ship loads of paupers and criminals who were sent to this
country as  emigrants;”” but found their way at once to the
almshouses and hospitals. Congress passed certam acts re-
‘strioting thes number of passengers that should be brought in
any one vessel, and the city authorities‘adopted other means to
arrest- the evil, but it is unquestionable that this deplorable
source of crime ‘and disease has been only partially checked.
“We owe it to ourselves and the country at large to take care
that such' contaminating influences shall not come upon our
shores, nor abide within our borders.' '

"I ‘renew the suggestions of my former message upon the
snb_]ect of a’ Registry Law." Our present form of government
would be as nearly perfect, I truly believe, as human wisdom
‘coulddevise, could we only effect a thorough purification of the
ballot box.” This all parties ought to de81re, and to be willing

‘to ‘work for with® unanimity. While it "is conceded that the-

power ‘of & ma_)orlty may be wielded" tyranmcally, yet this is
“seldom- ilkely to occur to an aggravated extent, and at any
'ra{:e, if tyranny must exist in some form, our péople prefer to
come’ ﬁnder their own yoke, rather than any other. An intel-
hgent ‘minority will submit to the will of the maJonty faxrly
ekprxessea “and legally enforced; but when tis justly’sus-
péctéd that’ venality and corruption have been at work to defeat
the ilon st" verdict of the people, a feehng of exasperatxon is
exclf d Whlch were it often aroused would certamly lead to

y and ‘blood-shed. A" Registry. Law ‘would bé an"im-

|
|
%
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I ten towards Becuring ‘o fair expression of popular wlll
i 'obfdidlly recommend its adoption.
‘ ‘e ‘practice of spending money at our electlons, for the
U Qsé of rprocuring the votes of a corrupt class of people, is

an crea.smg evil, and ought to be discountenanced by all

ﬁl’a:iv empowering the oﬂ‘icers of election to require any one
. whose vote may be challenged to answer, under oath, if he has
'received, or. expects to receive, any money, or other valuable
. oonsideration, as payment for his services in attending the
polls and voting, and when the person so challenged refuses to
; answer, or answers in the aflirmative, that the vote of such
person shall be rejected.
4 Some ' restraits upon -Naturalization, so far as the nght of
suffrage is concerned, would be another, and an_important step
towards the punﬁcatlon of the ballot box.
4Each - State determines for itself what shall be the quahﬁ-
. cation for the elective franchise within its jurisdiction. Natu-
- ralization is by act of Congress, and confers some rlghts, and .
. removes some disabilities, and with these we should not. desire
to. mterfere , but it cannot give the right to vote—this is:the
a.qg pf the Sta.te alone, . It is plain that an ignorant forelgq_e;f,
Who»;s tnken in hand by some unscrupulous partizan, his natu-
ralization  papers paid for, and who rushes from the Court to
?}10 pplls, is not a voter in any mtelhgent sense, but only used
:%a} make weight by whatever. party can secure him. . To, pre-
yent, this .and to add to the dignity of our electlons, it i Am-
mn n my judgment, that such a change should be. lpa,de
our State Constitution as will debar foreigners from exer-
g the nght of suﬁ'rage, for some fixed penod beyond theu'

eglslature, the J udxcmry, and the Execntlve.i IE s,
ndeed, no. less bmdmg upon the people.A . But.i in New J_ergeg,
0 support ‘the Federal Constitution, is not an onerous duty,
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but.it is regarded as a high privilege. It is performed cheer-
fully, zealously, with the same ardor and devotion with which
we love ouricountry,; i« :

«: No reffort” has, ever ‘been made, or even proposed, by any
body ‘of ‘men in «this:State to avoid the discharge of any con~
stitutional duty, or todisregard the constitutional rights of any
person,- or 'of any State belonging tothe Union: on the con-
trary, the' people of New Jersey have always promptly, earn:
estly, and ‘by “large majorities, resisted and condemned every
attempt ‘to violate the constitution—to impose new and sec-
tional misconstructions upon it—to abandon the impartial,
just, and truly natiohal policy adopted by its founders, and to
substitute therefor a novel policy of sectional aggrandizement;
not' for,  but sagainat .¢thegeneral welfare "’.of the Union, if
not- intended: by some, at 1east to prepare the way for-its dls-
solution. i

“iTet! us” hape that such attempts will be pretermltted for the
future. “If' they shall ‘be,'New Jersey will rejoice most heartily
in'‘the ‘domestic® tranthty ‘and fraternal harmony which will;
© in‘consequente; prevail’ thro'ughout the Union.  But if; on ‘the
other hand, “attempts. ekiould ‘again'be'made, as has been too
common* in ‘the'last few ‘yeats; to pervert or disregard:the cons
stitution, -to’subvert ‘thet ancient’policy of the government,’ts
‘re-agitate’ permclous) questions' respecting slavery, and to en-
gage the Federal ‘Government in'schemes for ‘its extension ; ‘to
force; by threats or-bribes, a pro: -slavery constitution upon” an

unwilling’ and ‘resisting’ temtory, “to which “popular sove-
reighty””” ,had been’ promtsed in an especial manner—or, worse
than'all, to revive,‘in utter dxsregard of the laws and the" con!
stitution, ‘that ‘cruel ‘and barbarous’ traﬂid the African ‘slave
trade; if such efforts should be made, it would be the duty of
the people of ‘the State of New Jersey to resist them-—and
that’ dnty ‘they would assuredly perform, They would rally,
almost as’ome man, 'to the defence of the constitution and the
free- institutions it has ‘establisied. ‘With all the energy of
pa.tnotwm they w0u1d endeavot to defeat such attempts, and
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.gtamp them with enduring marks of their disappro-
; | displeasure.
Fou will pardon me for suggesting to you the necessxty of
Bking frequent visits, during your session, to the various
epartments and institutions. In this way only can you
he made fully aware of their condition and practical working,
d I am persuaded that you will be amply rewarded by the
aotion derived from witnessing the excellent manner in
ch they are conducted, whilst you will at the same time, be
ing encoilmgemeqt to the officers in charge to continue in
doing.
The good of the community will be best subserved by con-
ning the number of the legislative enactments within the-
its of absolute necessity. I venture,. therefore, to express
he hope that you will be able to complete your labors within
he time contemplated by the constitution, and that they may
o characterized by that enlarged courtesy and liberal policy
hich will tend to elevate the character of New Jersey, and
advance the welfare of its citizens.

«commend the great interests of the State to your:care,
to the kind Providence of the everlasting Father who rules
he armies of heaven and amongst the inhabitants of the
”

WILLIAM A. NEWELL.



