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Authority 

N.J.S.A. 13:1D-1 et seq., 58:10A-1 et seq., and 58:11A-1 et seq. 

Source and Effective Date 

R.1994 d.525, effective September 22, 1994. 
See: 26 N.J.R. 3106(a), 26 N.J.R. 4182(c). 

Chapter Expiration Date 

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1d, Chapter 15, Water Quality 
Management Planning, expiration date was extended by gubernatorial 
directive from October 29, 2005 to November 29, 2005. See: 37 N.J.R. 
4535(a). 

Chapter Historical Note 

The original text of this chapter (Industrial Pollution Control 
Financing Law) was adopted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 13:1B-3 and 13:1D-1 
et seq. and was filed and became effective on September 25, 1974 as 
R.1974 d.268. See: 6 N.J.R. 394(b). The text was repealed by R.l980 
d.433 on October 7, 1980. See: 12 N.J.R. 454(b), 12 N.J.R. 643(a). 
Chapter 15, Water Quality Management Planning and Implementation 
Process, was adopted by R.1984 d.llO, effective April2, 1984. See: 15 
N.J.R. 765(b), 16 N.J.R. 1988(a). Pursuant to Executive Order No. 
66(1978), Chapter 15, Water Quality Management Planning and 
Implementation Process, expired April2, 1989. 

Chapter 15, Statewide Water Quality Management Plan was adopted 
as new rules by R.1989 d.517, effective October 2, 1989. See: 20 
N.J.R. 2198(a), 20 N.J.R. 2478(a), 21 N.J.R. 3099(a). 

Petition for Rulemaking: Requesting amendment to the process for 
review and amendment of Areawide Water Quality Management Plans 
and associated permits. See: 21 N.J.R. 3183(b). 

Public Notice: Amendment to the Statewide Water Quality 
Management Program Plan. See: 21 N.J.R. 3184(a). 

Public Notice: Opportunity for interested party review for rule 
amendments. See: 25 N.J.R. 41l(a). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 15, Water Quality 
Management Planning, was readopted as R.l994 d.525. See: Source 
and Effective Date. 

The Executive Order No. 66(1978) expiration date for Chapter 15, 
Water Quality Management Planning, was extended by gubernatorial 
directive from September 22, 1999 to September 22, 2000. See: 31 
N.J.R. 3087(a). 

The Executive Order No. 66(1978) expiration date for Chapter 15, 
Water Quality Management Planning, was extended by gubernatorial 
directive from.September 22, 2000 to April 30, 2001. See: 32 N.J.R. 
3830(a). 

The Executive Order No. 66(1978) expiration date for Chapter 15, 
Water Quality Management Planning, was extended by gubernatorial 
directive from April 30, 2001 to April 30, 2002. See: 33 N.J.R. 
1588(a). 

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.ld, Chapter 15, Water Quality 
Management Planning, expiration date was extended by gubernatorial 
directive from April 30, 2002 to April 30, 2004. See: 34 N.J.R. 
1021(a). 

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 52:14B-5.1d, Chapter 15, Water Quality 
Management Planning, expiration date was extended by gubernatorial 
directive from April 30, 2004 to October 29, 2005. See: 36 N.J.R. 
2762(a). 

t\lEW JERSEY STATE LIBRARY 15-1 

CHAPTER TABLE OF CONTENTS 

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

7:15-1.1 
7:15-1.2 
7:15-1.3 
7:15-1.4 
7:15-1.5 

Scope 
Construction 
Purpose 
Severability 
Definitions 

SUBCHAPTER 2. PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 

7:15-2.1 Continuing planning process (CPP) 
7:15-2.2 Relationship between the Statewide, areawide and 

county Water Quality Management Plans 
7:15-2.3 Role of the Department 
7:15-2.4 Role of designated planning agencies 

SUBCHAPTER 3. PLAN ASSESSMENT, AMENDMENT 
AND ADOPTION · 

7:15-3.1 

7:15-3.2 
7:15-3.3 
7:15-3.4 
7:15-3.5 

7:15-3.6 

7:15-3.7 
7:15-3.8 
7:15-3.9 

Water quality management plan consistency 
requirements 

Procedures for consistency determination reviews 
(Reserved) 
Water quality management plan amendment procedures 
Water quality management plan review, revision, and 

certification 
Coordination with Coastal Zone and Hackensack 

Meadowlands programs 
Coordination with Pinelands program 
Validity of water quality management plan amendments 
Appeals of Department decisions 

SUBCHAPTER 4. WATER QUALITY AND WASTEWATER 
MANAGEMENT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

7:15-4.1 (Reserved) 
7:15-4.2 Projects and activities deemed to be consistent with 

WQM plans and this chapter 
7: 15-4.3 Treatment works not identified in Water Quality 

Management Plans 
7:15-4.4 Individual subsurface sewage disposal systems and other 

small domestic treatment works in sewer service areas 
7: 15-4.5 Eligibility for financial assistance 

SUBCHAPTER 5. WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT 
PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 

7:15-5.1 

7:15-5.2 

7:15-5.3 

7:15-5.4 
7:15-5.5 

7:15-5.6 

7:15-5.7 
7:15-5.8 
7:15-5.9 

7:15-5.10 

7:15-5.11 

7:15-5.12 
7:15-5.13 

Wastewater management plan requirement for water 
quality management plan amendments 

Validity of previously adopted or submitted wastewater 
management plans 

Wastewater management planning agencies, wastewater 
management plan areas and wastewater management 
plan responsibility: general statement 

Responsibility of designated planning agencies 
Responsibility of Passaic Valley Sewerage Commis­

sioners 
Responsibility of sewerage authorities and municipal 

authorities 
Responsibility of joint meetings 
Responsibility of municipalities 
Alternative assignment of wastewater management plan 

responsibility: general statement 
Wastewater management plan responsibility as condition 

for financial assistance 
Wastewater management plan responsibility for 

complete wastewater service area 
Joint wastewater management plan responsibility 
Voluntary establishment of wastewater management plan 

responsibility 

Supp. 12-5-05 



7:15-5.14 District boundaries and related information; joint 
meeting membership 

7:15-5.15 Contents of wastewater management plans; general 
statement 

7:15-5.16 Existing jurisdictions, wastewater service areas, and 
treatment works 

7:15-5.17 Mapping of environmental features 
7:15-5.18 Future wastewater jurisdictions, service areas, and 

domestic treatment works 
7:15-5.19 Individual subsurface sewage disposal systems and other 

small domestic treatment works in sewer service areas 
7:15-5.20 Specifications for text and graphics 
7:15-5.21 Geographic overlap between wastewater management 

plans prohibited 
7:15-5.22 Consultation and consent for wastewater management 

plans 
7:15-5.23 Schedule for submission of wastewater management 

plans 

SUBCHAPTER 6. WATER QUALITY LIMITED SURFACE 
WATERS 

7:15-6.1 
7:15-6.2 
7:15-6.3 
7:15-6.4 

Purpose and scope 
Identification of water quality limited segments 
Ranking of water quality limited segments 
Public process 

SUBCHAPTER 7. TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOADS 

7:15-7.1 
7:15-7.2 
7:15-7.3 
7:15-7.4 
7:15-7.5 
7:15-7.6 

7:15-7.7 

Purpose and scope 
General information and public process 
General technical requirements for TMDL development 
Development of basic TMDLs 
Development of complex TMDLs 
Development of wasteload allocations and load 

allocations 
Margin of safety and reserve capacity 

SUBCHAPTER 8. DISCHARGES TO GROUND WATER OF 
LESS THAN 20,000 GALLONS PER DAY AND LESS 
THAN 2,000 GALLONS PER DAY 

7:15-8.1 Purpose and scope 
7:15-8.2 Withdrawal of general service area designations 

SUBCHAPTER 9. WATERSHED MANAGEMENT GRANTS 

7:15-9.1 
7:15-9.2 
7:15-9.3 
7:15-9.4 

7:15-9.5 
7:15-9.6 
7:15-9.7 
7:15-9.8 

Scope and purpose 
Project Priority System and Project Priority Award List 
Pre-application procedures 
Application procedures for grants for watershed 

management activities 
Project priority award process 
Administration and performance of grants 
Project changes: amendment of grant agreement 
Noncompliance 

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

7:15-1.1 Scope 

(a) This chapter prescribes water quality management 
policies and procedures established pursuant to the Water 
Quality Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 58: 11A-l et seq., the Water 
Pollution Control Act, N.J.S.A. 58:10A-1 et seq., and 
N.J.S.A. 13:1D-1 et seq. Specifically, this chapter prescribes 
policies and procedures concerning the following subjects: 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

1. The content of the continuing planning process 
("CPP") and its relationship to this chapter and the 
Statewide Water Quality Management ("WQM") Plan; 

2. The relationship between the Statewide, areawide, 
and county water quality management (WQM) plans and 
this chapter; 

3. The role of the Department and designated planning 
agencies in WQM planning activities; 

4. The review of projects and activities for consistency 
with WQM plans and this chapter, including the issuing of 
consistency determinations for specified kinds of projects; 

5. The preparation, adoption, amendment, revision, and 
certification ofWQM plans; 

6. The adoption of other Department rules, wastewater 
facilities priority systems and project priority lists, sludge 
management plans, effluent limitations, wastewater 
management plans, 201 Facilities Plans, and other 
documents in WQM Plans; 

7. Coordination of WQM planning with Coastal Zone, 
Hackensack Meadowlands, and Pinelands programs; 

8. Mechanisms to resolve conflicts among State 
agencies, designated planning agencies, applicants, and 
other parties affected by this chapter; 

9. Selected aspects of wastewater management, 
including treatment works deemed to be consistent with 
WQM plans and this chapter; WQM Plan amendment 
requirements for treatment works not identified in WQM 
plans; construction of individual subsurface sewage 
disposal systems and other small domestic treatment works 
in future sewer service areas; and eligibility for fmancial 
assistance. 

10. The identification of WQM plan amendments that 
require the adoption or amendment of wastewater 
management plans in areawide WQM plans; 

11. The assignment of the duty to prepare and update 
wastewater management plans to certain sewerage agencies 
and municipalities, and the establishment of alternative 
assignments of such wastewater management plan 
responsibility; and 

12. The required contents of wastewater management 
plans, and schedules and procedures for their submission, 
adoption, and updating. 

Administrative Correction to (a)9: Changed "septic" to "subsurface 
sewage disposal". 

See: 22 N.J.R. 2001(b). 
Amended by R.1993, d.59, effective February 1, 1993. 
See: 24 N.J.R. 344(b), 25 N.J.R. 547(a). 

15-2 

In (a)9, deleted reference to NJPDES permittees required for certain 
domestic treatment works. 
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