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H01\OI<ED GUEST, 
A U1\TS, U1\CLI~ ~: 

GR EETI':-':G:­

I bid you w elco me . 
record of our Father's F: ,. 
sha ll ask you to che r ish, r' 
reques t of you to tea ch I 

from where we cam e to 
C om ing fr om \'i q~ i 

fath er s soon esta blished 
fa the r Jimm y Sm iley, an 
Bor ou gh of Westmont, ; 
E gypt. H e w as ver y m 
his peop le, he fi tt~d up a: 
neighbors togethe r for .j 

ass isted hv Grea t G ran di 
is a sl igh t record of rhei 
C hu rch, of H addonfield 
house on one an d onc-ha : 
father J immy will ed hi ;! 
w ith h im f ro m V irgin ia .! 
that thi s w as ca rr ied au' 

When she became 0: 

th ey dec ided to sell the ' 
SaJ~1U cl \Vhite w as th e r 
was equally divid ed hcs 
F ra ncis, S; ra h and An 
wife Sa rah were the pa 
Thev did not com e to ; 
with" th em went Gran, 
Those born in Virginia, 
Isham. I have been tole) 
emancipat ion, which wa 
fa the r 's ncar kin who h' 
liberated. His fath er, : 
recti on and w as never hi; 

Grandfather C hr i91 

Jud ith settl ed on the S' 
P en sauken , No J. Th( 
ro om hou se, th ree upstai 
a barn and six acres of.: 
of Mt. Pisgah A. M. E : 

Grandfather Chrisi 
( 
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HOl\OR ED G UEST, 
AUNTS, Ui\'CLES, COUSIKS-ALL; 

G R EET[':"G :­

I bid you welcom e. I am a bou t to p lace in you r kee ping th e 
record of our Fa the r's F amil y to th e fo urt h ge neratio n. Wh ich I 
shnl lask you to ch erish, reveren ce a nd sac red ly gua rd. I sha ll a lso 
request of you to teach it to yo u r ch ildren , th at th ey rnay kn ow 
fro m wh ere we ca me to a id th em in h igh er ach ievements . 

Coming fro m Vi rgin ia to N ew J ersey, in l S.J.O, our fore­
fa thers soon est ablished themsel ves a nd fa m ilies. Great G rand ­
fa the r J imm y Sm iley, an age d m an se t t led o n a SP :)l in th e present 
Bor ou gh of W estmont, N. J.. the old nam e w a.. Rouantown, al so 
Egypt. H e w as very much interest ed in the spir it ua l w el fa re (if 
his peopl e, he fitted up a grove beside h is hom e and call ed a ll t he 
neighbors together for worsh ip on th e Sa bba th. H e w as a bly 
assis ted by G rea t Grand mo ther Arney, who w as a lso ag:ed . Th er~ 
is a slig ht reco rd of th eir labors in the record of the Firs t ~1. E. 
Church . of H add on field , N . J. T heir hom e w as a three- ro om 
house on one and one-ha lf acres of land w ell kep t . Grea t Grand­
fa the r Jimmy w ill ed h i" hom e to his g ra ndda ug h te rs. who came 
w ith h im f ro m V irg in ia . Grand mo the r J ud ith , h is dau ghter sa w 
th at th is was car r ied ou t. 

When she becam e old she call ed her daughters in cou nc il and 
they decid ed to scl ] the prop erty, which br ou ght $300.00. Mr. 
Samuel White was th e purch aser. At th e se t tl eme n t th is $300.00 
wa s equal ly di vid ed betw een Aunts Cha rlo t te , E me rl ine, El iza , 
Fran cis, Sa ra h and Amelia. Grea t G ra nd fa the r Isam a nd hi s 
wife Sa ra h wer e th e parents of Grand father Christ op her Sm iley . 
They did not come to New J ersey, but went to a w estern sta te , 
with th em went Gra ndfa the r 's sis ter V enus and her children . 
Those born in V irgin ia were n am ed: ' Marga re t , Bet sy, L ewi s and 
Isham . I hav e bee n told th at there w as twenty-fi ve per sons in th is 
ema nci pa t ion, which was a glad day, hut sa d for some of G ra nd­
fathe r's near kin who belonged . to his maste r 's siste r a nd was not 
lib erated. His fa ther , mother and siste r went in a d ifferent di­
rect ion and w as never hea rd f ro m o r see n by him again. 

G rand fa the r Christ oph er , calle d " K it " , and G randmother 
Judith se t tl ed on th e Sorrel Horse R oad ;' near ' j orda n to w n, now 
P ensauken , N . ]. They were far mers, th eir hom e w as a seve n­
room hou se, three upstai rs, fo u r down, a w ell of w ater in the shed, 
a barn a nd six acres of g ro u nd, title clear. They w ere members 
of Mt. Pisgah A. M . E. Church, Sn ow Hill, now L awnside, N. ]. 

G ra ndfa ther C h r isto phe r was a charter membe r of the "Bene­
3 
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I 
I ticial Societ l" Son ~ of Isr eal Scott" and w as th eir t reasure r f rom 

January J . '1850 to -"l a rch 12. 1867. 
Horn e inst ruct ions to th e chi ld ren was to he courteou s and 

I 
J 

ind usrr ious, eve ryone had a portion of the work to pnfonn- no
 
chil d was ullowcd to lie or steal , and stealinl! th en meant to pick
 
up or take anythi nl! w hich d id not helOlll! to one. G rand fat ehcr
 
Christoph er \\'as in terested in the educa tio n of his chil d ren. J osiah
 
Polk and G ra ndfa the r w ith the assistance of others a rrningc d withi 

! Wil liam Polk to teach th e first schoo l in J ordantown; a pay school.
 
I 

G randmother Judit h Smil ey. died D ecem ber 30. 1875.
 
G randfather Ch rist opher Smiley. died Febru ary 27. 188+..
 

I wi ll now consider th e third gen er ation . Grand father and 
G ra ndmo the r Christopher and Judith Smiley had twenty chi ldren 
named : I. Alfred; 2, Charlotte; 3, Mary; +, Em crlinc : 5• j am cs : 
6, Cher i Francis ; 7, E liza; X, M artha Rebecca; 9, Julia; 10. 
Sarah; 11 , Amelia; 12, Thomas; 13. Christopher; 1+, P eter 
Sim on; IS , Isa ac; 16, Will iam ; 17, Annie; 1S, Edward; 19, John 
Henry; 20, Samuel. Of the se ten married, nine had families. 
Edward's is th e only complete fa mily ' left, (1 921). There are 
now living two siste rs, two br oth er s and one br other's widow; 
Edwa rd an d E liz abet h Sm iley, Peter S. Sm iley, Francis P olk, 
Sa rah Bu tl er an d Am v L. Smilc v. 

1. Ch r isto pher l~arrie d An;lie Smiley. He wa s a coun cellor 
w ho all th e brothers and sisters respec ted , he being the eldes t 
brothe r and lived at D eep Cut , now East Sid e, Camden, in a 
nice home. 

2. Charlotte mar ried H ir am Polk . She w as a mother in 
P ensauken Chu rch, serving faith fu l an d well, he r positio ns leaving 
a famil y highly respect ed by church and sta te. She died September 
+. IS9S. She had eight child ren, nam ed : I, E mma ; 2 , Ella ; 3. 
Charles Henry; +, Isaac Ch ristophe r ; 5. Sa ra h Jane; 6, Charlotte 
Rebecca; 7, M ar garet; S, Ann a Loui sa. 

,t 3. Emerline married W illi am Jackson . She w as interested 
in th e socia l affa irs of he r hom e town, Snow H ill, a member of! 

)	 the St . Matthew's Union Lodge, N o. 10, G ood Sam aritains and 
D aughters of Samaria, also a temp erance worker. She served 

~ 
•J	 her chu rch loyally, at the t ime of her death she was a deaconess. 
."'I She was a noble characte r and was called Auntie J ackson by all 
il Lawnside. She had two sons , W illiam and Thomas. EmerlineIi 
'I J ackson d ied May 2, 1919.

l':I +. Mary married Wi ll iam Sorden and lived at Sordcntown.
 
I ' She wa s an honored membe r of Pensauken Church. She had one
lj
:, 

"

child . named Julia.

II 5. Ch eri Francis married Will iam P olk , March 20, 1857.
 
~ I We have now our oldest liv ing aunt, who has been in busin ess as.
 '1" .1 man ager of a laundry, owned two homes, was a charter member 

il
11 of H. H. of Ruth, No. 69, of L awnside, a member of Ebenezer j 
1, + I

I 
II	 I 
\1 

ii
•.1 

,,, 

:"1ann Beneficia l Society, ( n()\\i 
C h ristiu n lady, with a nu mb: 
chi ld ren. Sh'e is a w idow ~ 
I/ iram A .; 2, Fran ces Ann; : 
T'w in sisters. .Iulia Emma ; 
brothe rs, J ames St even and ;\1; 
C hrist oph er . 

6. E liz a marr ied Hcnrv 
field , N. J ., wa s a mcm her o(~ 
H ill. St rong. firm and a won 
al!e. Aunt E liz a died Fc hr uar 
nam ed: I , Sallie ; 2. Corncli 
tophcr ; 6 , Laura ; 7, H ettie; 8 

7. Sa rah married H cn rv 
. the old nam e was Jordant()\\:r 
C hurch and community, she h 
is of the best, for it is hones! 
widow and has had six child 
Howard H . ; 3 , John E.; +, 
Julia . 

S. Peter S. married l\Ia 
has served Pu b!ic Scho o! Bo: 
member of this Board the Pu 
hell. A mem ber of Sta r of I 
high officer and t ru st ee and ha 
lon g sta ndi ng . H e has scrv 
L awnside, 1\. J. , as trustee, s 
Supe ri nte ndent and sexton. 
bu ilt a ' store a t Lawnside. 
kn own man in Lawnside, N . 
had five ch ild ren, named : I, 
John; 5, j oshua. 

9. Ed wa rd marr ied EI 
do nfield, where he is honore 
L odge memb er, a horne-levi 
be cdu catcd : he has a kindly 
He was Sunday School super 
also an ordained deac on and . 
Pi sgah A. M . E . Church, J~ 

beg inn ing . T hey are blessed 
the th ird generation ( by camp 
and child) . T hey had sever 
Racheal ; 3, Lillian ; +-5, Tw; 

10. John H. married AI 
is the youngest uncle and las . 
resp ected in Haddonfield and 
A . member, one of th e foundr 
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trea~u rer f rom 

: courteou s and 
to perf orm-no 
1 meant to p ick 
:, Grandfateher 
:hild ren. J() ~i ah 
a r ra inged w ith 

n ; a pay school. 
her 30, 1875. 
!7, 1884.. 
;r and fa the r and 
twen ty ch ild ren 
rl ine ; 5. .r runes ; 
; 9, Ju lia; 10. 
her ; 14, Peter 
w a rd ; 19, Joh n 
.e had fa m ilies. 
I ) . Ther e a rc 
'other 's widow; 

Francis Polk, 

vas a coun cell or 
Icing the eldest 
, Camden, in a 

ras a mother in 
t\o~itions leaving 
d ied Septe m ber 

rna ; 2, El la; 3, 
nc : 6, Cha r lotte 

e was inter est ed 
11 , a membe r of 
Samar ita ins and 
er. She served 
vas a deacon ess. 
: Jackson by all 
nna s. E meri ine 

at Sordcnr own, 
h. She had one 

1 arch 20, 1857. 
sn in bus ine ss as. 
charter m ember 
ber of Eben ez er 

\ 
do 

. ~ 

;\ I an n Beneficial Soc iety , (now extinct }, a hon orr-d and r<'~ lH' rte d 
Christia n lady, with a number of hrilliant child ren and gr and 
child ren. She is a widow and had ten child ren , nam ed ; I, 
H iram A.; 2, Fra nces An n; 3, C har les E lsey; 4, \V illiam ; 5-6, 
Twi n sister s, Julia Emma and Cl ara Elizaheth : 7-8. Twin 
hrothcr s, James Steven and :\Iarvin ·H .; 9, Sarah E lla ; 10, Joseph 
Ch r istophc r. 

6. El iza marr ied H enry H amm ing. She li ved in H add on­
/Ield , N . j. , w as a mem ber of i'vl t. Pi sgah A. M . Eo C hu rch, Sno w 
Hill. St ron g, firm and a wonderf ul exa mple of fideli ty and cou r ­
age . A unt El iza died Febr uary 18, 1886. She had nine chi ld re n , 
named; I , Sa ll ie; 2, Cornelia; 3, H enry; 4, A nnie; 5, C hris­
topher ; 6, Laura; 7, H ettie; 8, H annah; 9, E liza. 

7. Sa rah mar ried H enry Butler. They lived in Pcnsaukcn, 
the old nam e was j ord autow n . Aunt Sarah is a mother in the 
C hurch and comm unity, she has a w onderf ul mem ory , her advice 
is of the bes t, for it is honest, reliable and con fident, She is a 
widow and ha s had six chi ld re n, nam ed ; 1, James H enry; 2, 
Howa rd H.; 3, J ohn E , ; +, Li lli an L .; 5, C harlotte Anna; 6, 
Julia ,	 . 

8. P eter S. married Mary Sa d le r. Our oldest living uncl e 
has serv ed Public School Boa rd with honor. While he w as a 
member of this Boa rd the Public School child ren purchase d their 
bell. A mem ber of Sta r of Liberty O . F ., fo r ove r 50 yea rs , a 
high officer and t rustee and hall ste wa rd . A F. A. i\ I. memb er of 
long stand ing. He has served Mr. Pisgah A. M . Eo C hu rch. 
Lawnside, N. ]. , as t rustee, steward , class leade r, Su nday School 
Superintendent and sex ton . He worked as a fa rme r un t il he 
bui lt a -store at L awnside. At one t ime he w as the most well 
known man in Lawnside, N.]. He is now a w idower and has 
had live chi ld re n, nam ed : I , A lfred ; 2, Mary; 3, Francis A.; 4, 
J ohn; '5, J oshua. 

9. Ed ward married El iz abeth Clawso n. H e live s in H ad ­
donfield, where he is ho no red and respec ted. He is an O. F. 
Lodge member, a home-lov ing man interested th at his children 
be educated; he has a kindl y interest in his neighbor 's child a lso. 
He was Sunday Scho ol superintendent a number of years, he is 
also an o rda ined deaco n and a cha rter member as it w ere of Mr. 
P isgah A . M. E . Church, Haddonfield, N . J., he was in at it s 
beginning. T hey arc bless ed to be the on ly complete fami ly of 
the third gene ration (by complete I mea n to containfather , mother 
and child) . They had seven children, named : I , Sarah J .; 2, 
Rachcal : 3, Li llian; +-5, Twins ; 7, Julia; 8, P aul; 9, Etta. 

10. John H . married Amy L. Sel by, J an uary 3, 18tH. T his 
is the youngest uncle and la st to st art a fam ily. He was hi ghl y 
resp ect ed in H addonfield and Snow Hill. An O . F . and A. P. 
A .	 member, one of the founders of Mt, P isgah A. M . E. Church, 
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II addon tield . which he s{'J"vcd fa ithf ul as cla ss !e'ada, t ru stee and 
ste wa rd . I k w as on his vvav to Chu rch and had reached t lrc 
vcst ihul« when st ricken w ith I;is dea th sickness. Child ren cvrry­
w hel"(' loved him. !-I e was a Im' jng fa ther and saw th at th e M t. 
Pi sga h Sunday School got a Christmas treat yearly. l lc d ied 
April 23. 1913 . H e had th ree child ren, nam ed : 1, Ch arl es Ch ris­
toph er; 2 , Anna E lizabeth; 3, C lare nce F ran klin . 

Befo re we tal k of the F ourth Gene ra t ion , 1 w ish to ca ll your 
attention to th e family of G rand fa the r C h ris top her Smiley's 
brother P eter and wi fe, C hrist innna, wh o locat ed with and near 
us, I am not familiar with th e early history of this family for I 
have never seen th eir records, but 1 know of three child re n: 
Harrison, Ge orge and M ary. 

I. Ha r rison Sm iley set t led in W est P hi lad elph ia. 
2. Ge orge mar ried Elizabeth Qu ann and l ived at Jordan­

town, now Pcnsauken. H e was a schola r in his da y, bein g a 
schoo l teache r in th e old Jordantown schoo l. H e took pri de and 
interest in the civic, social and rel igious development of his horne 
v illage . He wa s present at our first reunion and ga ve us his ap­
p ro val and encouragem ent. H e d ied July 27, 1915. H e had 
seven children, nam ed : 1, Hettie; 2 , W altcr : 3, Ma ry ; -l, 
F rancis; 5, J oseph Christoph er; .6 , Harrison; 7, Arthur. 

3. M ary ma rried Lev ick Anderson and lived at Snow Hill. 
She w as a worker in M t, Pi sgah A. M. E. Church . She provi ded 
the best educa t ion and training for her children. H er oldest 
daugh ter was second church org an ist . She had three chi ld ren, 
named; 1, L aura; 2, Ida M. ; 3, Cora. M ary Ander son di ed 
F ebruar y 9, 1892. 

N ow there are so many in th e fourth gen erati on of Great 
Grand fa the r Jimmy Smil ey's famil y. I will use but a few ex­
amples. 

William K. P olk , J r., gradu ated fr om the Institute for Col­
ored Y ouths, Phil ad elphia, P a., June 30, 1886, and became an 
ed uca to r in th e sta tes of Maryla nd and V irgi nia ; gra dua ted f rom 
Wil berf orce Uni ver sity, Xenia, O hio, June 15, 1893, as Bach elor 
of Divin ity. E nte red th e M inistry in Ohio and died on his firs t 
vi sit hom e. D eath ove r too k him cross ing th e D elaware Ri ver. 

T he others I sha ll name I will spea k briefly of. Harry 
Butler, Justice of P eace, fraternal bro the r, Sunday School super­
intendent and an advocate of r ight living. Anna H amming J am es, 
a Sunday School worker of note. Jul ia Sm iley H art, a C hurch 
and Sunday School worker. Anna L. P olk and Charles C. Smiley, 
a re also good exam ples. 

W e can say that fo r fo ur genera tio ns of the Smi ley fa mi ly, 
N ew Jersey ha s not had to build a jailor reformatory. This grea t 
Co mmonwe alth has had to pr ov ide institution s of learning and 
pl aces of reli gious worsh ip, a lso an hon orable w ay to .make a liv­

6 
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ini!;-IH'Ver yet have we brrll 
W e have p roduced hOI , 

In every i!;l'! ll'ration we prr 
Christ-l ike prin ciplcs. llav( 
t ion ? 1t is now 1021 and 
people 100 years. W e ow 
de veloped peopl e. Let us 
mat iculate in the va rious p 
have been fr ee fr om sla very 
able fa mily in :\ew J er sey 
arc valuabl e now hut we cr: 
you mu st tak e a place in I; 
mother had in th eir dar. P 
sake. Our parents chose th­
for ad vanccmc nt, not al ways 
nent for we in honor p refer 

The Sm iley famil y's Ii 
offer no apoloi!;ies, but th e 
family gene ra tion by genera 

W e ha ve made mistak . 
value has been successf ul hI 
ha ve achie ved a degree of 
mon um ent-not out of marl 
fa ther Jimmy w as 65 year , 
fr ee f rom sla ver y 82 yea rs. 
is that not la rge and broad 
a few of us; Lilli an Sm iley, 
Butler, C . C. Sm iley and F 
nice to come togethe r as a 
acqua inted, so we set Scpte 
uni on and Auntie J acksorr' : 
well so each year on th e . 
reunion, with one excep t ion 

The dates of the reun 
2 nd Reunion, Scp te: 
3 rd Reunion, Sept er 
-lth Reunion, Septer 
5th-Owing to In f: 

our reunion 0 < 
6th R eunion, Sept er 

W orld's W ar ; 
poned until toe 

N ow w e w ish to add 
review of accomplishments 
courage th ose who are stud) 
ing ou r new relations, ctc., 
Seventh R eunion is as vit: 
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ing-never vet have we broujrh t d isgrace to th is Co mmo nweal tho 
W e ha'\'e p rodu ced honora hle and upright men and women. 

In ever y generation we produced a leader for good livi ng and 
Ch rist-like pri nciples. H ave we not pa id fo r our ea rly ema nci pa­
t ion? 1t is now 192 1 and very soon we shall have been a free 
people 100 vcars. \ Ve owe our father s a leader and a better 
developed peop le. Le t us t ry and enco urage the ch ild rcn to 

maricu lat c in the various pr of ession s so th at in 1939 wh en we 
have been free fro m slavery 100 years we w ill he th e most val u­
ab le family in N ew j erscy socia lly, fina ncially and spiri tua lly we 
a rc valuabl e now hut we ca n become of mor e va lue. Remem ber 
you mu st take a place in life equa l to the pla ce you r fa the r or 
mother had in thei r day. P arents build wi sely for your children 's 
sake . Our par ents chose the best things in life, th ey were al wa ys ' 
for advanceme nt, not alwa ys will you find the nam e Smiley pr omi­
nent fo r we in honor prefer ano ther and arc ea rnest worke rs. 

The Sm iley famil y's life is now an open hook in which we 
offe r no apolog ies, hu t the accomplishm ents and mistakes of our 
famil y genera tion hy genera t ion. 

W e have made mistakes, no one wh o has made anything of 
valu e has been successf ul hut hy mistakes and their lessons. W e 
have achieved a deg ree of success. Let us build a wonderful 
mon um en t-not ou t of marble for that mu st decay. G reat G ran d­
fa the r Jimm y w as 65 years in slave ry , th e rest of us have been 
fr ee from slavery 82 yea rs. W e have a pa rentage of 1+7 years, 
is that not large and br oad enough fo r th e founda t ion. 1n 191 2 
a few of us; L illi an Sm iley, Eliza H am ming, Anna L. P olk, Anna 
Bu tler , C. C. Smiley and Francis A. White, th ou ght it wou ld be 
nice to come toget her as a fam ily, with no sad ness and ge t better 
acquainted , so we set Sep tember 22, 1912, as our first fami ly re­
un ion and A untie J ackso n's bir th day party, ~:e found it worked 
well so each year on the last Sunday in September, we held a 
reunion , with one exception . 

The dat es of the reun ions w ere as foll ow s: 
2nd Reunion , Septemb er 28 , 191 3. 
3rd Reunion, September 27 , 191+. 
-lrh Reunion , Septemb er 26, 1915. 
5th-Owing to Infantile Paralysis quarntine, we held 

our reunion October 22, 1916. 
6th Reunion, September 23, 1917. Then came the 

W orld 's War and our seventh reunion w as post­
poned until today. 

Now we wish to ad d to our first conc eption of th e reun ion a 
review of accomplishments by th e memb er s of ou r famil y and en­
courage th ose wh o arc st udy ing or working on a probl em, introduc­
ing our new rel ati on s, etc ., in fact a revival of our pr ogr am. Th is 
Seventh Reunion is as vit al as the first and it rem ain s w ith us 
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whether we ~hall hav e another and how ~ h a ll it be coud uctcd. 
am ncar ing a conclusiun bu t I \\ ' i ~ h to bring to your at ten tion a 
comllli"i"n that rc~ts on mr \\'h ich I t ru ly would like your lu-lp. 
:\un tie j nckso n, in l\ pril, l 'll (), wlu-n I l.ist saw her and ta lh d 
with her urgcd me to keep the fam ily to;!I·ther and not let t hem 
sca t tt-r likc wander ing shct-p. [ am mind fu l to keep this req ues t 
~acr ed and true. \ Ve can co nic togcther the last Sun day in Scp­
n-mlx-r cvcrv vva r to reco rd ou r .ulvan ccmcn t a nd g rce t eac h other 
lin ti l 1939. ' Sh aJI we tr y? So shall we hlcss t he sacred memory 
of our fo ret a thn s and ncar kinsfn lk. 

]\0\\ ' [ wish to pre sent you a correct cop)' of th e w il l of 
TllOma ~ Smc llv, that pa rt that ref('rs to our forcparc nts, a copy of 
a tr.ui script, t ill'ir register numbers and record pages'in Camden 
Co unty Cou r t H ouse, that you ma y speak w ith au thor ity whe n 
conve rsi nj; of t lum. 

.. I, T homas Sme lly, of the County of Isle of W igh t and 
Sta te of Vi rgin ia, do make' this w ri t ing my last wi ll and test a­
men t in the fo llowing mann er: to w it : 3 rd ly ; 1 do here by 
emancipa te and set free my neg ro man J im and negro woma n 
Amcy and give them one hu ndred dollars to be eq ually d ivided 
bet ween th em-+thly; I do hereh)" emanc ipa te and set f ree my 
neg ro man R it and woman J ud iah, with thei r futu re incr ease, 
a lso 1 giv e th em their child ren now born, to wi t : A lfred , Char­
lo tt e, ;\11an", Amcv, unti l thcv arri ve at the age of twenty-one 
years, at \\:hich time the said - children and their increase to be 
set free-5thly; 1 do hereby emancipate and set f ree my negro 
woma n Ve nus and her fu ture incr ease, also [ g ive her all her 
child re n now horn , to wi t: lVla rgaret, Betsy, L ew is an d Isha m, 
unt il they arrive at the ag e of twen ty-one years, at whi ch age 
th e sa id ch ildre n and their increase to be set fr ee and emanci­
pated-6thly ; All the rest of my negr oes slaves, I do hereby 
emancipa te and set free after my decease and if th at eventshou ld 
happen before the end of this year or any future year fo r a ll 
the said negroes to remain in my service, fo r t he benefit of my 
esta te until th e end of the yea r after my d ecease- 8thl y ; I do 
hereby aut ho rize my executor to pay the expenses of my negroes 
em ig ra tion to w here th ey may think proper to enjoy th eir free­
dom. In w itn ess w hereof 1 have her ew ith set my han d and 
sea l this six th day of D ecemb er , one th ou sand eight hund red 
and thir ty-fo ur ( 183 + ), 

Sig ned scaled and deli vered in th e pr esen ce of :� 
W 'M. D EWS TH OS. SM E LLY. (S ('(/I)� 
W 'N!. H. CHAP:\I A:"� 

H. W. M U RP HREY , 

A t a cour t held for I sle of W ight County, th e first day of 
O ct ober , 1838; the last w ill of T hos. Sme lly, dec'd : T he abo ve 
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[wing a t ru e copy of th at part of 
t ion of h is slaves was presen te d 
namcd , p roved by th e oath of V 
Mu rph rey, two of the witness' 
cod ed. 

T esto i':AT Jl L. 

R egist er ~o . 12J H. 

I hereb y cert ify th at th e hi 
of da rk brown complexion , Ii, 
yea rs old, has a sca r in his fo 
pared hy T homas Smel lv , dccc 
w hich is of record in t he C. 
that the said J immy by orde 
fourt h day of March , 1839, ' 
ing to law. 

In tes t imo ny wh ereof I 
affixed the sea l of my said 
1839. 

(S('(" ) 
C Olin / resig l/('d : ] as. J 

The t ran script from th . 
ce r tifi ca te of th e cler k of Isle 
Oct. 2+th , A. D ., 185 0, ant 
Camden C oun ty , a t Camde n 
page 12+. 

R egist e r No. 121 9. 

A rney, colo r, da rk com 
about lift y years of age . 

T' ran sc r ipr of Thos. Smel l\" 
of the Isle of ' Vi ght Co un ty 
185 0, and R ecor ded in th e ( 
Miscell ane ous Recor ds, page 

R egister No. 1226. 

] udith, color, light con 
age twenty-six yea rs. 

T ra nsc ript of Thos, Smcllv 
of Isle of Wight County, vi, 
and R ecorded in th e C lerk 
Je rsey, at Camden in Book I 
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rst day of 
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bein g a true copy of that par t of sa id will re la t ive to th e em an cipa­
t ion of his slaves w as pr esented in court by tile exec utor tncr cm 
named , proved by the oa th of \ Vm. H. C ha pma n and H enry \ Y. 
Murph rey, two of the witnesses thereto and ordered to be re­
corded . 

Testo NAT HL. 1. YOU:-iG , cu. 1. \V. C . 

Regist er No. 121 8. Virginia , I sle of \ V ight C ounty 

I hereby ce rt ify tha t th e bearer hereof, .I immy a neg ro man 
of da rk brown complexion, five fee t eigh t inches high, six ty-five 
yea rs old , has a sca r in h is forehead and grey hair, was ema nc i­
pat ed by Thomas Smelly, deceased, in h is last w il l and test ament 
which is of record in th e C ou rt o f th e aforesa id Co un tv and 
that the said Jimmy by or der of sa id Co unty Cou r t made the 
fo urth day of M arch, 1839 , was regis tered in my office acco rd ­
ing to law . 

In test imon y whereof I ha ve hereunto set my hand and 
affixed th e sea l of my sa id County th is 23 rd day of M arch, 
1839. 

(Seal) N ATHL. 1. YOU~G , 1. \ V . C . 

C ountresianed : Jos. ELEY. 

The t ran script f rom th e will of T hom as Smelly and the 
cer.!ificate of th e cler k of Isle of Wight Co unty, Vi rgini a, rec' d 
O ct. 2 -1-th, A. D ., 1850, and reco rded in the Cle rk's office of 
C amden Coun ty , a t Camd en in book of M iscel laneous R eco rd s, 
page 124 . 

B. BROWNING, C lerk. 

Regist er No. 121 9. Isle of W "ight County , V a. 

A rney, color, dark complexion, five feet six inches high, 
about fift y yea rs of age . 

Tran script of Thos. Sme lly 's wi ll and cer t ifica te of th e Clerk 
of the Isle of W ight Co unty , Virgin ia, Rcc'd O ct. 2 -1- th , A . D ., 
1850, and Record ed in th e Cl erk 's office of C amden in Book of 
Miscellaneou s Rec ords, page 125. 

B. BROW NING, C lerk. 

Regist er N o. 1226. 
Judith , co lo r, light complexion, five feet two inches hi gh , 

age twen ty-six yea rs . 

Tran script of Thos. Smelly 's will and cer t ifica te of the C le rk 
of Isle of Wight County, Virginia. R ec'd Oct. 2 -1-, A. D., 1850 , 
and Rec ord ed in th e Cle rk 's office of Camde n Co unty, New 
J ersey, at Camden in Book of M iscell an eous R ecord s, page 12 7. 
., B. BROWNING, C lerk.� 
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R egister N o. 1225. 
Kit. age 31. 

T ra nscript of Thomas Smelly 's will wi th the certifica te of the 
Clerk of Isle of \Vight Countv, Virgin ia, Received Oct. 2+th , 
A. D. . 185 0 and Recorde d in the C lerk's office of Camden 
County, :\ e\\' Jersey. at C amden , in Book of Miscel laneous 
Records, page 126. 

B. BROW:-:IKG, Cl erk . 

~ O\\ ' vou have examined w ith me the record . H ow docs vour 
record compare with the persons we hav e been ta l k in ~ of ?' 1f 
you have not been seriou s befo re think on some noble achievement 
and accomplish it so you may have at least one glad and noble da y 
in you r life. D o not waste any time wond ering wh y you were 
born. But get an inspira tio n and say w ithin you and act. 

Fo r this Cause was I born. 

Resp ectfully. 

CHARLES C . SM I L EY, 
President SlIIifry Fall/i f}" 
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