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REPORT TO GOVERNOR RICHARD J. HUGHES 

FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 1963 

ACTIVITIES 

Decisions Issued 41 
Petitions Filed 86 
Formal Hearings '33 
Informal Proceedings 2,419 

REVENUES 1262 1963 

Filing Fees and Other Sources for the 
Month of August $14,806.02 $19,925.55 

Filing Fees and Other Sources for the 
Months of July-August $22,920.13 $62,765.57 

GAS REFUNDS AND REDUCED ELECTRIC RATES APPROVED 

The Board processed a proposal by Public Service Electric 
and Gas Company whereby the Company will return approximately , 
$264,000 to its gas customers during the month of September, 1963, 
as a result of refunds received by the Company from its gas sup
pliers under rate adjustments ordered by the Federal Power 
Commission. 

In its Order of August 21, the Board accepted a revised 
electric tariff filed August 1 by Public Service Electric 'and Gas 
Company, reducing heating rates by $12,500. Additionally, a new 
rate schedule - High Tension Service - to include all such cus
tomers results in an annual reduction of about $230,000. 

HEARINGS ON LOCOHOTIVE ACCIDENT SCHEDULED 

The Board has initiated an investigation and set five 
September hearing dates on the accident of July 24th when a PATH 
train collided with a PRR locomotive on the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Main Line at Harrison. 

EXPLOSION HEARINGS Cm1PLETED 

The Public Service Electric and Gas Company's hearings
relative to accidents which may have been caused by gas explosions 
were completed during the month. 
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BUS F-::~RES AT ISSUE 

Because the 1')eti tioner, War,~rick-Greenwood Lake and 
NelllJ' 'York Transit, Inc., did not orove th.?t existing intra
st:1te fares ",rere unreasonable as being too low, its petition 
for negoti8_tion of a 5i increace "ras denied by the BOB_rd on 
August $th. 

Ace Bus Tr.;msoortCl.tion Cor-Yora.tion and 34' other O;1era... 
tors on the South Hudson County doulevcTd bus route, serving 
the cities of Jersey City and B~yonne, the To"m of Kearny and 
the Bpyonne Naval Ba se, ,.rere granted a fare increase, in a ' 
negotiv_tion Order of .i\Ugust '21, of 5~ for two or more zones, 
one cent for student fClres ch:mged from 7 to B cents but one 
zone fares rem:?ined at 15 cents. About $7'2,000 in increased 
annual revenues is eXi)ected after the fares become effective 
S~ptember 1, 1963. 

TRAIN SERVICE PRESERVED 

Although the New York, Susquehanna and l,festern RailroCld 
Company filed tlITO -oetitions T,rith the Board amounting to a . 
proposal for discontinuance of all passenger tr3in service, 
it later entered into a state subsidy contract Nith the State 
Highlvay Commissione rClromising to continue existing service' 
and several eXgerimentcd trains, to test 7)oflsible patronage, 
until December 31, 1963. Consequently, the Board closed 
its docket on the 2 ryetitions by Orders of Jismie~al. Under 
the contract, if the railro':1d obtains rights to operate to <'. 
terminal so oassenr~ers ma.y connect 1~rith Port Authority Trans
Hudson Cor). trains or ferries to New York City, the ::arties 
are obliged to extend the train-continuance contract to June 
30, 1964 for 4 commuter round-tri,s )er day. 

vJATER SERVICE PRJBLEH SJLV3D 

Subsequent to the filin'!, of a complaint by the 
Borough of Bloomingdale C'lleging inadeque.te water oressure 
and service to Borough residents by the Borough of Bu~r 
T,Tc-ter Jeoartment and later adjournment of further hee.rings 
so as to 8110,"' for a lJIlC1ter system survey by the ~~ater 
Deoartment, a B02rd Order of Dismissal is forthcomin~ since 
the issues have been resolved and the0etitioner ,,,,ishes to 
'tf"ithdraltT its Cletion. 
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MUNICIPALITY ACQUIRES SEUERAGE UTILITY 

After oublic hearings in latter 1962 and e2rly 1963 t 

before the Board on a rate increase Detition by Delaware 
TO~1!lship Se'lr!erage Cor')oration to boost rates by 31.5%, the 
petitioner notified the Boord that the Township of Cherry Hill 
had acquired petitioner's f~cilities. Consequently, the 
oetit ion . [as di smi sced by the Board. 

vvATER FRANCHISE AREA DISPUTE C,JNTINUES 

:f\ia.nalapan Water and Utility Cor:)., holding municiDal 
consent of Manalappn Township for lJIT~ter service in a part of 
the Township, sesks Board approvp.l for its orga.nization as a 
water utility but is ot?Posed by an existing "'later utility, 
Gordon's Corner i1later Comoany, which states as an intervenor in 
the ce.se end by seoarate petition that as its franchised area, 
approved by the Board, is next to the)etitioner's area, it is 
better able to serve the :)ublic if the service is really necessary. 
This')roblem of b81ancing interests is scheduled for further 
hearings on a)etition by r..'Ianalapcm for approval of municipal 
consent, issuance of securities and initia.1 tariff. 

GRADE CROSSING ELIMINATION PROGRAM 

PASSAIC 

vJorking under a deadline of Seotember 14, 1963, set by 
the BO?rd for ryroject com01etion, the City of ?s.ssaic was 
authorized to remove oarts of main line tracks in the city center 
to make oarking space; Erie-Lackawanna trains are operating 
across the nevI connection bet"Teen the main line and the Boonton 
Branch; and railroad-Board staff meetings 'I"rere held relating 
to bills for engineering charges. 

GARVVOOn 

Exce)t for minor "f.'1Tork on tracks and signa.ls on the rail
ro~d, the underoass beneath the Central Railroad of New Jersey is 
completed end open to vehicular traffic service since r1ay 26, 
1963. 

MATAWAN 

As 1-lith the Gar'lrTOod job" the work on the bridge at 
A,tlantic .~venue s)anning the Central Railroad Company track "Tas 
substantially comy.:>lete in August T,ri th the 0 Jening of the over
pess for automobile traffic scheduled for SeDtember. 
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BOARD'S ~ECISION APPEALED 

By Order of \ugust $th, the Boord dismisE'ed the . 
l')etition of Ne·,r York Central Rp ilroad Company for an order, 
under R. S. 40: 55- 50, that 8 Ridgefield ordin8.nce '1rohibitin,,; 
outdoor storage of automobile s did not ap9ly to utility 
1ro )erty, on the .~rounc1 that there was a fHilure of proof, 
required by statute, that the lreEent or l')ro'1osed situation 
of the structure W2 s rep son::: bly necesfary for the service of 
the nublic. The com1Jany, the Board spid, had sho"1l1 that a 
storage pree. v.ras needed but gave no proof that the pJ.rticular 
location was re9sonc.bly necessary_ /-\.. notice of a')')eal to the 
Appellate iJivision from the Bocrd itJ'as filed by the company. 
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