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q§ HE great obje&, for which I had the
" henour to hold an appointment in the
fervice of my country, being accom-
‘ plithed, I am now preparing to refign it
; into the hands of Congrefs, and to re-
ato that domeftic rerirement, which, it is \yeil
o \n, I left with the greateft relo®ance;—a retire-
it for which I have never ceafed to figh,
Bhioh a long and painful abfence,—and in which,
[ otc from the noife and trouble of the world, I
8 iatc to pafs the remainder of life in a ftate of un-
kbed repofe. v o

t before I carry this refclution into effedt, I
it a duty incumbent upon me to make this my
official communication,—to congratulate; you on
& clorious events, which Heaven has been Pleafed
rroduce in our favour,—to offer my fentiments
{ :Gting fome important fubjedts which appear to
Bo be intimately connedted with the tranquility
L United States,—to take my leave of your Ex-
lncy as a publick charadter, and to give my final
‘ ing to that country in whofe fervice 1 have
It the prime of my life—for whofe {va}‘{e I have
I uincd {o many anxious days.and watchful nights,
whofe happinefs, being extremely dear to me, will
i vs conftitue no inconfiderable part of my own.—
Boprefled with the livelieft fenfibility on me_ple'af-
hccafion, 1 will' claim the indulgence of dxlat}lpg
Inore copioufly on the fubjeéts of our mutua} fe-
:ion :— When we confider the magnitude of the
bewe contended for, the doubtful natare of the
* e}, and the favourable manner in which it b;as
Hninated , we fhall find the greateft poffible reaf(?p
)gratitude and rejoicing ; this is a theme that will
1 d infinite delight to every benevolex?t and hber;"al
§ 11, whether the event in contemplation be confi-
.d as the fource of prefent enjoyment, or the pa-
1 of future happinefs ; and we fhall have equal ac-
ihn to felicitate ourfelves on the lot which Provi-
foce has afligned us, whetber we yiew it in a natu-

L a political, or moral point of hght. ;
¥ The citizens of America, placed in the moft envi-
)l= condition, as the fole Lords and Proprietors of
i vaft tra@ of continent, comprehendiog ail the va-
I8 s foils and climates of the world; and abounding
&/ith all the neceffaries and conveniencies of life, are
| ow, by the late fatsfadtory pacification, acknow-
| iedged to be poflefled of abfolute freedom and inde-
i hendency : They are, from this period, to be confi-
dered as the aGors on a moft confpicuous theatre,
i which feems to be peculiarly defignated by Providence
i for the difplay of human greatnefs and felicity. ﬁ?rc
& they are not only furrounded with every thing which
! can contribute to the completion of private and do-

L meftick enjoyment, but Heaven has crowned all its

& otlier bleflings, by giving a fairer opportunity for po-
litical happinefs, than any other nation has ever been
favoured with. Nothing can illuftrate thefe obfer-
tations more forcibly, than a recolle@ion of the hap-
py conjunéture of times and circumftances, under
which our republick affumed its rank among the nati-
ons, The foundation of our empire was not laid ia
tie gloomy age of ignorance and fuperflition, but at
an ¢pocha when the rights of mankind were better
inderftood’ and more clearly defised, than at any
firmer period. The refearches of the human mind,
dter focial happinefs, have been carried to'a great
etent ; the treafures of knowledge, acquired by the
Yibours of philofophers, fages and legiflators, through
along fucceflion of years, are laid open for our ufe;
-~ aid their colle@led wifdom may be happily applied in

the eftablifament of our forms of government. The
‘£ie cultivation of letters, the unbounded extenfion

oftommerce, the progreflive refinement of manners,

thegrowing liberality of {fentiment; and, above all,

Kheipure and benign light of revelation, have had a

meliorating influsnce on mankind, and increafed the
bleflings of fociety. At this aufpicious period, the
United States came into exiftence as a nation ; and if
their citizens thould not be completely free and hap-
py, the fault will be entirely their own.

Such is our fituation, and fuch are our profpe@s ;
but, notwithftanding the cup of blefling is thus reached
out to us ; notwithftanding happinefs is ours, if we
have a difpefition to feize the occafion and make it our
own; yet, it appears to me, there is an option fliil
left to the United States of America, that it is in
their choice, and depends upon their conduct, whe-
ther they will be refpectable and profpercus, or con-
temptible and miferable, as a nation : This is the
time of their political probation ; this is the moment
when the eyes of the whole world are turned upon
them ; this is the moment to eftablifh or ruin their
national characier forever ; this is the favourable mo-
ment to give fuch a tone to our feederal government,
as will enable it to anfwer the ends of its inftitution ;
or this may be the ill-fated moment for relaxing the
powers of the union, annihilating the cement of the
confederation, and expofing us to become the fport
of European politicks, which may play one ftate
againft another, to prevent their growing importance,
and to ferve their own interefted purpofes: For, ac-
cording to the {yftem of policy the ftates fhall adopt
at this moment, they will ftand or fall ; and by their
confirmation or lapfe, itis yet to be decided, whether
the revolution muft ultimately be confidered as a blef-
fing or a curfe; a blefling or a curfe, not to the pre-
fent age alone, for with our fate will the deftiny of
unborn milliens be involved.

With this conviion in my mind, of the impor-
tanoe of the prefent crifis, filence in me would be a
crime ; I will therefore {peak to your Excellency the
language of freedom and of fincerity, without dif~
guife. I am aware, however, that thofe who differ
from me in political {entiments, may perhaps remark,
I am ftepping out of the proper line of my duty, and
they may poflibly afcribe to arrogance or oftenta-
tion, what 1 know is alone the refult of the pureit in-
teation ; but the reditude of my own heart, which
difdains fuch unworthy motives'; the part I have hi-
therto acted in life ; the determination I have formed,
of not taking any thare in publick bufinels hereafter
the ardent defire 1 feel, and fhall continue to mani-
fett; of quietly enjoying in private life, after all the
toils of war, the benefits of a wife and liberal govern-
ment, will, I flatter myfelf, fooner or later, convince
my countrymen, that i could have no finiffer view
in delivering, with fo little referve, the opinions con-
tained in this addrefs.

‘There are four things, which I humbly conceive
are effential to the well-being, I may even venture to
fay, to the exiftence of the United Statcs as an Inde-
peadent Power.

1ft. An indiffoluble union of the States under one
feederal head.

zdly. A facred regard to publick juftice.

3dly. The adopucn of a proper peace eftablifh-
ment. And,

4thly. The prevalence of that pacifick and friendly
difpofition among the people of the United States,
which will induce them to forget their local preju-
dicés and policies, to make thofe mutual conceflions
which are requifite to the general profperity, and, in
{ome inftances, to facrifice their indiyidual advan-
tages to the intereft of the community.

'+ hefe are the pillars on which the glorious fabrick
of our independency and narional charader muft be
fupported. Liberty is the bafis, and whoever would
dare to fap the foundation, or overturn the ftru@ture,
under whatever fpecious pretext he may attempt it,

will merit the bittereft execration, and the fevereft *

punifiment which can be inflited by his injured
country.

On the three firft articles I will make'a few obfer-
vations, leaving the laft to the good fenfe and ferious
confideration of thofe immediately concerned.

Under the firft head, although it may not be necef-
fary or proper for me in this place to enter into a
particular difquifition of the principles of the union;
and to take up the great queftion, which has been
frequently agitated, whether it be expedient and re-

quifite for the flates to delegate a larger proportion of

power to Congrefs, or not? yet it will be a part of

my duty, and that of every true patriot, to affert,

- without referve, and to infift upon the following pro-

pofitions : That unlefs the ftates will fuffer Congrefs
to exercife thofe prerogatives they are undoubtedly
invefted with by the conflitution, every thing muft
very rapidly tend to anarchy and confufion : That it
is indifpenfable to the happinefs of the individual
ftates, that there fhould be lodged fomewhere a fu-
preme power, to regulate and govern the general con-
ceros of the Confederated Republick, without which
the union cannot be of long duration: That there
muft be a faithful and pointed compliance, on the
part of every ftate, with the late propofals and de-
mands of Congrefs, or the moft fatal confequences
will enfue : That whatever meafures have a tendency
to diffolve the union, or contribute to violate or leflen
the fovereign authority, ought to be confidered as
hottile to the libe rty and independency of America,
and the authors of them treated accordingly: And
laftly, that unlefs we can be enabled, by the concur-
rence of the ftates, to participate of the fruits of the
revolution, and enjoy the effential benefits of civil fo-
ciety under a form of government fo free and uncor-
rupted, fo happily guarded againft the danger of op-
prefion, as has been devifed and adopted by the ar-
ticles of confederation, that it will be a fubje& of re-
gret, that fo much blood and treafure have been la-
vithed for no purpofe, that fo many fufferings have
been encountered, without a compenfation, and that
fo many facrifices have been made in yain. Maoy
other confiderations might here be adduced to prove,
that without an entire conformity to the fpirit of the
union; we cannot exift as an Independent Power.—
It will be fufficient for my prefent purpofe to mention
but one or two, which feem to me of the greateft im-
portance : It is only in our united chara@er as an em-
pire, that our independence is acknowledged, that our
power can be regarded, or our credit fupported among
foreign nations. The treaties of the European pow-
ers with the United States of America, will have no
validity on a diffolution of the union. We fhall be
left nearly in a fate of nature, or we may find, by
our own unhappy experience, that there is a natural
and neceflary progreffion from the extreme of anarchy
to the extreme of tyranny ; and that arbitrary power
is moft eafily eftablifhed on the ruins of hiberty abufed
to licentioufnes. i

As to the fecond article, which refpeds the per-
formance of publick juftice, Congrefs have, in their
late addrefs to the United States, almoft exhaufted
the fubjet; they have explained their ideas fo fully,
and have enforced the obligations the ftates are under
to render complete juftice to all the publick creditors,
with fo much dignity and energy, that in my opinion,
no real friend to the honour and independency of
America, can hefitate a fingle moment refpecing the
propriety of complying with the juft and honourable
meafures propofed ; if their argaments do not pro-
duce convi¢ion, I know of nothing that will have
greater influence ; efpecially when we recollect, that
the {yflem referred to being the refult of the colleGed
wifdom of the continent, muft be eftcemed, if nos
perfect, certainly the Jeaft obje@ionable of any that
could be devifed ; and that if it fhall not be carried
into immediate execution, a national bankruptcy, with
all its deplorable confequences, will take place be-
fore any' different plan can poflibly be propofed and
adopted.  So prefling are the prefent circumftances !
And fuch is the alternative now offered to the ftates

‘I he ability of the country to difcharge the debts
which have been incurred in its defence is not to be
doubted. An inclination, I flatter mylelf, will not

be wanting. The path of our duty is plain before us. .

Honefty will be found in every experiment, to be the
beft and only true policy. Let us then, as a nation,
be jutt: Let us fulfil the publick contracts, which
Congrefs had undoubtedly a right to make for the
purpofe of carrying on the war, with the {ame good
faith we fuppofe ourfelves bound to perform our pri-
vate engagements. In the mean time, let an attenticn
to the chearful performance of their proper bufinefs
as individuals, and as members of {ociety, be earneftly

inculcated on the citizens of America; =y
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frengthen the hands of gavernment, and be happy
under its protection; everylone will reap the frdig of
his labours ; every one will €njoy his oWn“acquifitions,
without moleftation and without danger.

In this ftate of abfolute freedom, and perfe@ fecu-
. 7ity, who will grudge to yield a very little of his

property to fupport the common interefts of fociety,
and enfure the protetion of government? Who does
not remember the frequent declarations at the com-
- mencement of the war, that we fhould be completely
fatisfied, if at the expence of one half we could de-
fend the remainder of our poffeflions? Where is the
man to be found, who withes to remain ‘indebted,
for the defence of his own perfon and groperty, to
the exertions, the bravery, and the blood of others,
without making one generous effort to repay the debt
of honour and of gratitude ? In what part of the
continent fhall we find any man or body of men, who
would not blufhi to ftand up and propofe meafures,
purpofely calculared to rob the foldier of his ftipend,
and publick creditor of his due? And were it pofible
that fuch a flagrant inftance of injuftice could ever
happen, would it not excite the general indignation,
and tend to bring down, upon the authors of fuch
meafures, the aggravated vengeance of Heaven ?

If after all, a fpirit of difunion or a temper of ob-
fiinacy and perverfenefs, fhould manifeft itfelf in any
of the ftates, if fuch an ungracious difpofition fhould
attempt to fruftrate all the happy effeéts that might
be expedted to flow from the union,—if there fhould
be a refufal to comply with the requifitions for funds
to difcharge the annual intereft of the publick debts,
and if that refufal fhould revive again all thofe jea-
loufies, and produce all thofe evils which are now
happily removed, Congrefs, who have in all their
tranfactions fhewn a great degree of magnanimity
and juftice, will ftand juflified in the fight of God,
and man, and the ftate alone which puts itfelf in op-
pofition, to the aggragate wifdom of the continent,
and follows fuch miftaken and pernicious councils,
will be refpenfible for all the confequences.

For my own part, confcious of kaving adted while
a fervant of the publick, in the manner I conceived
beft {uited to promote the real intereft of my coun-
try; having in confequence of my fixed belief, in
fome meafure pledged myfelf to the army, that their
country would finally do them complete and ample
juftice; and not wifhing to conceal any inftance of
my official condué from the eyes of the world, I have
thought proper to tranfmit to your Excellency the
inclofed collection of papers, relative to the half:pay
and commutation granted by Congrefs to the officers
of the army. From thefe communications my de-
cided fentiment will be clearly comprehended, toge-
ther with the conclufive reafons which induced me, at
an early period, to recommend the adoption of this
meafuze in the moft earneft and ferious manner.

As the proceedings of Congrefs, the army and my-
{elf, are open to all, and contain, in my opinion, {uf-
ficient information to remove the prejudices and errors
which may have been entertained by any, I think it
unneceffary to fay any thing more than juft to obferve,
that the refolutions of Congrefs now alluded to, are
undoubtedly as abfolutely binding upon the United
States, as the moft {folemn aés of confederation or le-
giflation. ;

As to the idea, which I am informed has in fome
inftances prevailed, that the half-pay and commuta-
tion are to be regarded merely in the odious light of
a penfion, it ought to be exploded forever ; thait pro-
vilion thould be viewed as it really was, a reafonable
compenfation offered by Congrefs, at a time when
they had nothing elfe to give to the officers of the ar-
my for {ervices then to be perfmmed; it was the only
means to prevent a total dereliGtion of the fervi‘ce; it
was a part of their hire ; I may be aliowe.d to fay, it
was the price of their blood and of your independen-
cy : It isctherefore more than a common debt—it is

debt of honour—it can never be confidered as a
penfion of gratuity, nor be cancelled until it is fairly
difcharged.

With regard to a diftin&ion between officers and
foldiers, it is fufficient that the uniform experience of
' every nation of the world, combined w.ith. our own,
proves the utility and propriety of the dxfcnmmanon.
Rewards, in proportion to the aids the publick de-
rives from them, are unqueftionably due to all its fer-
vants ; in {fome lines the foldiers have perhaps gene-
rally had an ample compenfation for their {fervices,
by their large bounties which have been paid them, as
their officers will receive in the propofed commuta-
tion ; in others, if befides the donation of lands, the
payment of arrearages, of clothing and wages (in
which articles all the component parts of the army
muft be put upon the fame footing) we take into the
eftimate, the bounties many of the foldiers have re-
ceived, and the gratuity of one year’s _full pay, wh{ch
is promifed to all, poflibly their fituation (every cir-
cumftance being duly confidered) will not be deemed
lefs eligible than that of their officers ; fhould a fur-
ther reward, however, be judged equitable, 1 will
venture to affert, no one will enjoy greater fatisfac-
ion than myfclf, on feeing an exemption from taxes

S
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for a limited time (which has been petitioned for in

“fome inftances) or any other adequate immunity or
compenfation, granted to the brave defenders of their
country’s caufe ; but neither the adoption or rejetion
of this propofition will in any manner effe®, much
lefs militate againft; the a& of Congrefs, by which
they bave offered five years full pay in lieu of the
half-pay for life, which had been before promifed to
the officers of the army. :

Before I conclude the fubjeé of publick juftice, I
cannot omit to mention the obligations this country is
under to that meritorious clafs of veteran non-com-
miffioned officers and privates, who have been dif-
charged for inability in confequence of the refolution
of Congrefs of the 23d of April, 1782, on an annual
penfion for life; their peculiar fufferings, their fingu-
lar merits and claims to that provifion, need only be
known, to intereft all the feelings of humanity in their
behalf :—Nothing but a pun@ual payment of their an-
nual allowance can refcue them from the moft com-
plicated mifery ; and nothing could be a more me-
lancholy and diftreffing fight, than to behold thofe
who have fhed their blood, or loft their limbs in the
fervice of their country, without a thelter, without a
friend, and without the means of obtaining any of the
neceflaries or comforts of life, compelled to beg their
daily bread from door to door. Suffer me to recom-
mend thofe of this defcription, belonging to your ftate,
to the warmeft patronage of your Excellency and your
legiflature.

It is neceffary to fay but a few words ‘on the thi-d
topick which was propofed, and which regards par-
ticularly the defence of the republick. As there can
be little doubt but Congrefs will recommend a proper
peace eftablithment for the United States, in which a
due attention will be paid to the importance of placing
the militia of the union upon a regular and refpecta-
ble footing ; if this fhould be the cafe, I would beg
leave to urge the great advantage of it in the firengeft
terms. ‘The militia of this country muft be conf-
dercd as the pailadium of our fecurity, and the firft
effectual refort in cafe of hofility : It is effential, there-
fore, that the fame fyftem fhould pervade the whole ;
that the formation and difcipline of the militia of the
continent fhould be abfolutely uniform; and that the
fame fpecies of arms, accoutrements and mijitary apa-
ratus, fhould be introduced in every part of the United
States. No one, who has not learned it from expe-
rience, can conceive the difficulty, expence and con-
fufion, which refult from a contrary fyftem, or the
vapue arrangements which have hitherto prevailed.

If in treating of political points, a greater latitude
than ufual has been taken in the courfe of this addrefs,
the importance of the crifis, and the magnitude of the
objects in difeuflion, muft be my apology. ltis, how-
ever, neither my wifh or expeétation, that the pre-
ceding obfervations thould claim any regard, except
fo far as they fhall appear to be didtated by a good
intention, confonant to the immutable rules of juftice,
calculated to produce a' liberal {yftem of policy, and
founded on whatever experience may have been ac-
quired, by a long and ciofe attention to publick bufi-
nefs. Here I might fpeak with the more confidence
from my actual obfervations; and, if it would not
fwell this letter (already too prolix) beyond the bounds
I bad preferibed myfelf, I could demonftrate, to every
mind open to convittion, that in lefs time, and with
much lefs expence than has been incurred, the war
might have been brought to the fame happy conclu-
fion, if the refources of the continent conld have been
properly brought forth; that the diftreffes and difap-
pointments which have very often occurred, have, in
too many inftances, refulted more from a want of
energy in the continental government, than a defici-
ency of means in the particular ftates ; that the inef-
ficacy of meafures, arifing from the want of an ade-
quate authority in-the fupreme power, from a partial
compliance with the requifitions of Congrefs in fome
of the ftates, and from a failure of punctuality in
others, while it tended to damp the zeal of thofe
who were more willing to exert themfelves, ferved alfo
to accumulate the expences of the war, and to fruftrate
the belt concerted plans; and that the difcouragement
occafioned by the complicated difficulties and embar-
rafiments, in which our affairs were by this means in-
volved, would have long ago produced the difiolution
of any army, lefs patient, lefs virtuous, and lefs per-
[evering, than that which I have had the honour to
command ; but while I mention thefe things, which
are notorious fadts, as the defe&s of our foederal con-
ftitution, particularly in the profecution of a war, I
beg it may be underftood, that as I have ever taken
a pleafure v gratefully acknowledging the afliftance and
fupport T have derived, from every clafs of citizens,
fo fhall Ialways be happy to do Juftice to the unparal-
lelled exertions of the individual Ttates, on many inte-
refting occafions. -

I have thus freely difclofed what 1 wifhed to make
known, before I furrendered up my publick truft to
thofe who committed it to me. The talk is now ac-
complithed.—I now bid adieu to your Ex@:llency as
the chief magiftrate of your ftate ; at the fame time I

bid a laft farewell to the cares of office, and all the
employments of publick life. :

It remains then, to be my final and only requeft,
that your Excellency will communicate thefe {enti-
ments to your legiflature at their next meeting, and
that they may be confidered as the legacy of one, who
has ardently wifhed, on all occafions, to be ufeful to
his country ; and who, even in the fhade of retirement,
will not fail to implore the divine benediction upon it.

I now make it my earneft prayer, that God would
have you, and the ftate over which you prefide, in
his holy protecion; that he would incline the hearts
of the citizens to cultivate a fpirit of fubordination and
obedience to government ; to entertain 4 brotherly af-
fection and love for one another, for their fellow-citi-

zens of the United States, and particularly for thei
brethren who have ferved in the field ; and, ﬁnally,
that he would moft gracioully be pleafed to difpofe yg
all to do juftice, to love mercy, and to demean our.
felves with that charity, humility and pacifick temper
of mind, which were the characterifticks of the divine
author of our bleffed religion ; and without an hum.

ble imitation of whofe example in thefe things, we -

can never hope to be a happy nation.
I have the honour to be,
with great refpe& and efteenn,
Your Excellency’s moft obedient,
and very humble fervant,
GEORGE WASHINGTON,
His Excellency Gowernor Trumbull,

DEFINERLVE TRFE AFY
By the Lord Hyde Packet, arrived at New-2ork,
on Sunday the 23d ult. in 47 days from England,
the Definitive Treaty between Great-Britain and
the United States of America, was received,
Signed at Paris the 3d of September, 1783, of
which the following is a copy :
In the Name of the moft boly and undivided Trinity,

T having pleafed the Divine Providence to difpofe
the hearts of the moft ferene and moft potent
prince George the third, by the grace of God, King
of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, defender of
the faith, Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburgh,
Arch-Treafurer and Prince-Ele@or of the holy Ro-
man empire, &c. and of the United States of Ame-
rica, to forget all patt mifunderﬁdndings and difer-
ences that have unhappily interrupted the good cor-
reipondence and friendfhip which they mutually with
to reftore, and to eftablith fuch a beneficial ant fa-
tisfactory intercourfe between the two countries, ipon
the ground of reciprocal advantages and nutual
convenience, ‘as may promote and fecure to both
perpetual peace and harmony ; and having for this
defirable end already laid the foundation of peace
and 1econciliation, by the provifional articles fined
at Paris on the zoth of November, 1782, by the
Commiflioners empowered on each part, which frti-
cles were agreed to be inferted in, and to conftinte
the treaty of peace propofed to be concluded betieen
the Crown of Great-Britaip and the faid United Sttes,
but which treaty was not to be concluded until trms
of peace fhould be agreed upon between Great-Brain
and France, and His Britannick Majefty fhouli be
ready to conclude fuch treaty accordingly ; andthe
treaty between Great-Britain and France having nce
been concluded, HisBritannick M ajefty and the Ulred
States of America, in order to carry into full ee@
the provifional articles above-mentioned, accordir to
the tenor thereof, have conftituted and appoired,
that is to fay, His Britannick Majefty on his jrt,
David/Hartley, Efg. Member of the Parliamer of
Great-Britain, and the faid United States on feir
part, John Adams, Efq. late a Commiffioner ofrthe
United States of America at the Court of Verfailes,
late Delegace in Congrefs from the ftate of Mifa-
chufetts, and Chief Juttice of the faid ftate, ind
Minifter Plenipotentiary of the faid United Ssites
to their High Mightineffes the States Genera of
the United Netherlands ; Benjamin Franklin, ifq.
late Delegate in Congrefs from the ftate of Penifyl-
vania, Prefident of the convention of the faid fate,
and Minifter Plenipotentiary from the United Sttes
of A.n\lerica at the Court of Verfailles; and John
;Igy, Eﬁq. late Prefident of Congrefs, and Chief Ju-
ftice of the ftate of New-York, and Minifter Pleui-
potentiary from the faid United States at the Court
of Madrid, to be the Plenipotentiaries for the cone
cluding and figning the prefent definitive treaty ; who,
after having reciprocally communicated their refpec-
tive full powers, have agreed upon and confirmed the
following articles :

Art. 1. His Britannick Majefty acknowledges the
faid United States, viz. New-Hampthire, Maflachu-
fetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations,
Connecticut, New-York, New- Jerfey, Pennfylvania,
Delaware, Maryhmd,Virginia,North-Carolina,Sourh-
Carolina and Georgia, to be free, fovereignand in-
dependent ftates ; that he treats with them as fuch,
and for himfelf, his heirs and fucceflors, relinquifhes
all claims to the government, property and territorial
rights of the {ame, and every part thereof.

Art. 2. And that all difputes which might arife in
future, on the fubje@ of the boundaries of the faid

United States, may be prevented, it is hereby agreed
P y ag !

and declared, that the tollowing are and fhall be their
boundaries, viz. from the north-weft angle of Nova
Scotia, viz that angle which is formed by a line drawa
due north from the fource of St. Croix river to the
Highlands, along the faid Highlands, which divide:
thofe rivers that empty themfelves into the river Si
Lawrence, from thofe which fall into the atlantick
ocean, to the north-wefternmoft head of Conne&icut
river ; thence down along the middle of that river to
the forty-fifth degree of north latitude ; from thence
by a line due weft on faid latitude, until it firikes the
river Irriquois or Cataraqui ; thence along the mid-
dle of the faid river into Lake Ontario through tie

middle of the faid lake until it firikes the commypg;.
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cation by water between that lake and ]}ak; Eyie;
thence along the middle of faid communication into
Lake Erie, through the middle of faid lake, until it
arrives at the water communication between that lallce
and Lake Huron, thence through the middle of faid
lake to the water communication between that lake
and Lake Superior; thence through Lake Superior,
northward of the Ifles Royal and Phelipeaux to the
Long Lake ; thence through the middle of faid Long
Lake and the water communication between it and
the Lake of the Woods, to the faid Lake of the
Woods, thence through the faid lake to the moft
north-weftern point thereof, and from thence on a
due weft courfe to the river Miffiffippi ; thence -by a
line to be drawn along the middle of the faid river
Mifliffippi, until it fhall interfect the northernmoft part
of the 31ft degree of north latitude. South, by a line
to be drawn due eaft from the determination of the line
laft mentioned in the latitude of 31 degrees north of
the equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola or
Catahouche ; thence along the middle thereof to its
junétion with the Flint River ; theace firaight to the
Yead of St. Mary’s River; and thence down along
tie middle of St. Mary’s River to the Atlantick
Ocean; eaft, by a line to be drawn along the middle
of the River St. Croix from its mouth in the Bay of
Fudy to its fource, and from its fourc§ .direétly
porh to the aforefaid Highlands which divide the
rivers that fall into the Adantick Ocean from thofe
which fall into the River St. Lawrence, comprehend-
ing all flands within twenty leagues of any part of
the fhorss of the United States, and lying between
lines to be drawn due eaft from the points where the
aforefaid boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one
part, and Eaft Florida on the other, fhall refpectively
touch the Bay of Fundy and the Atlantick Ocean,
excepting fuch iflands as now are or heretofore have
been within the limits of the faid province of Nova
Scotia. -
Art. 3. Tt is agreed that the people of the United
States fhall continue to enjoy unmolefted the right to
take fith of every kind on the Grand Bank, and on
all the other banks of Newfoundland, alfo in the
gulph of St. Lawrence, and all other places in the
fea, where the inhabitants of both countries ufed at
( For the remainder fee the fourth page. )

TRENTON, December 9.

Agreeably to a proclamation of his Excellency the
Governor, Thurfday next is to be obferved as a day
of publick thankigiving throughout this ftate.

JAMES MOTT, junior, Efquire, is appointed
Treafurer of the ftate for the year enfuing.

On Tuefday night laft, between g and 10 o’clock,
the houfe of Francis Witt, tavernkeeper in this town,
caught fire by means of an open ftove, the hearth of
which had been laid too clofe to the floor; but before
the fire had made much progrefs, it was providenti-
ally difcovered, and, from the aéivity of the citizens,
who generally colle¢ted on the occafion, was foon
extinguifhed, without any material damage being done.

1
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Laft Saturday arrived in this town His Excellency
General Wathington, on his way to his feat in Vir-
ginia. Immediately after his arrival he was waited upon
by His Excellency the Governor, and a Committee of
the Council and Affembly, by whom he was prefented
with the following ADDRESS :

The Addrefs of the GOVERNOR, CounciL and GeNe-
RAL ASSEMBLY of the State of NEW-JERSEY, fo His
Excellency GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Sir

‘&T E’{‘nou]d think ourfelves highly inexcufable, did
/ we negleét this opportunity, of congratulating

your Excellency on your arrival in this town, the pre-

fent refidence of the Legiflature of this ftate; and a

town which you, Sir, have rendered famous to the

lateft pofterity, by the moft unexampled effort of mi-

litary genius; and your fignal victory 'over an enemy

till then, through the great fuperiority of their num-
bers, the triumphant pofleflors of this part of the
country.

With the profoundeft gratitude we adore that all-
wife and moft gracious Previdence, which,originally
intending our ultimate triumph over a very powerful
enemy, and the complete eftablifhment of our national
independence, f{upernaturally influenced the united
hearts of America to the unanimous choice of your
Excellency, as the Generaliffimo of her armies. To
the heaven-direéted wifdom of that eleétion, fucceeding
ages will bear teftimony, when they revolve thofe
faithful pages of hiftory, which will immortalize the
innumerable hardfhips you have endured; the almoft
infuperable obftacles you have furmounted; the nu-
merous difappointments to which you have rifen fupe-
‘rior, and the infinite refources of your genius in the
molt unexpeted and trying emergencies. Nor- has
the direction of Heaven been lefs confpicuous in pre-
ferving in the citizens of America, fuch an unanimity
of fentiment refpe@ing your abilities and condué&, as
they would probably not have concurred in with re-
ipeét to any other perfon on the continent. This, Sir,
is no flattery,—or fact is fiction, and facred truth is
empty compliment !

May Heaven reward your vigorous and unremitted
exertions in the glorious caufe of liberty, and your
moft important inftrumentality in preferving your
country from tbe fubjugation and bondage lately me-
ditated againft it. May you long live beloved by a
grateful nation ; and may the brave and meritorious

S
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army, which under your command and the {miles of
Heaven, has {o effentially contributed to the eftablifh-
ment of our independence, and the national glory of
thefe ftates, be never forgotten—be honeftly, be gene-
roully rewarded.

While heroes and warriors are cazzled with the
luftire of your martial atchievements, the citizen and
the patriot will remember your particular attention
to the rights of the {ubject, too often wantonly vio-
lated by military men.

May your Excellency long enjoy, amidft that do-
meftic happinefs, which for a courfe of years you
have fo generoufly facrificed to the publick weal, the
heart-felt felicity naturally refulting from the recol-
le@ion of the illufirious part you have acted on the
theatre of our arduous conflit ; and of your impor-
tant agency in raifing a nation from the verge of fla-
very, to the fummit of glory: May you be finaily
tranflated from this ftate militant, to that blifsful
region, which will eternally exclude all contention and
war. WIL. LIVINGSTON, Prefident

of the Council,
EPHRAIM HARRIS, Speaker
of the Affembly.

Trenton, Dec. 6, 1783.

To avhich His Excellency avas pleafed to return the fol-

lowing' ANSWER &

To His Excellency the GOVERNOR, the Honourable the
CounciL, and GENERAL ASSEMEBLY, of the State of
NEW-JERSEY,

GENTLEMEN, “

WANT words to exprefs the heart-felt pleafure I
£ experience on receiving the congratulation and plau-
dit of fo refpe&table a body; as the Legiflature of the
ftate of New-Jerfey : I cannot, however, fupprefs the
effufions of my gratitude, for their fattering allufion
to an event which hath fignalized the name of Trenton ;
for the delicate manner of their recalling to mind none
but grateful ideas, as well as for all their former af-
fiftance at the period of our deepeft diftrefs.

I am heartily difpofed to join with you, gentlemen,
in adoration to that all-wife and moft gracious Provi-
dence, which hath {o confpicuoufly interpofed in the
dive&ion of our publick affairs, and the eftablifhment
of our national independence.

The faithful page of hiftory will, I doubt not, re-
cord all the patriotic fufferings and meritorious fer-
vices of the gallant little army I have had the honour
to command ; nor (if my teftimony and the voice of
truth can avail any thing) fhall the efficacious exer-
tions of the ftate of New-Jerfey, or the almoft unri-
valled bravery of its militia, ever be forgotten.—Let
the fac be made known to the whole world—Let it
be remembered for ever as an example to fucceeding
ages, thatafter a Jarge extent of country had been over-
run by a formidable enemy, and thoufands of citizens
driven from their pofleflions ; the virtuous freemen of
New-Jerfey, recovering from the temporary thock,
frtung by the remembrance of what their wives, their
children and friends had already fuffered, by the
thought of lofing all they yet held dear and facred,
animated by an enthufiaftic hope of fuccefs, and buoyed
by a reliance on the aid of Heaven, above the fear of
danger and death, then bégan to ftem the tide of ad-
verfity ; and, in concert with our other force, recoil-
ing like an impetuous torrent on our lately viétorious
foes, confined them within narrow limits, till com-
pelled to take their final departure from the fiate.

For me, it is enough to have {een the Divine Arm
vifibly out-firetched for our deliverance, and to have
received the approbation of my country and my con-
fcience, on account of my humble inftrumentality in
carrying the defigns of Providence into effeét : But for
my gallant affociates in the field, who have {o effenti-
ally contributed to the eftabliliment of our indepen-
dence and national glory, no rewards can be too great.

I am now to bid you a long farewell, and to re-
commend you, gentlemen, and the ftate over whofe
welfare you are appointed to fuperintend, to the in-
dulgent care of Heaven.

May unanimity and wifdom ever prevail in your
publick Councils ! —May juftice and liberality diftin-
guifh the adminifiration of your government!—And
may the citizens of New-Jerfey be completely happy
in the pradtice of induftry, ceconomy and every pri-
vate virtue. G. WASHINGTON.

Trenton, Dec. 6, 1733,

HE New-]Jersey Gaz©sTTE 15 revived on
the following terms :

I. The paper to be continued the fame fize as this
{heet, being equal in this refpe@ to moft of thofe
publithed in Philadelphia,

II. "The price to be Tex SHirLiNGs by the year.

Lil. The money to be advanced quarterly, or for a
longer time, as the fubfcribers may think fit; and,
if the paper fhould be difcontinued, to be re-
turned on demand, after deduding the price of
the papers which have been furnifhed fince the
refpe@ive advances were made.

IV. "The papers to go out in packets, as heretofore,
and one to be given gratis with every dozen the
packet may contain.

V. The packets to ftop whenever the. term elapfes
for which the laft advance has been made, unlefs
a further advance be then made.

VI. The SuscriBERS to pay their pofls, as hereto-
fore.

The publifher flatters himfelf that the above con-
ditions will appear fo reafonable in point of price, and
{o neceflary in point of precaution, that they will
meet with univerfal approbation—and that he will
have the fulleft encouragement from his fellow-citizens
in carrying on this ufeful undertaking. Heis of opinion,

that this method of publication will fix the New-Tzzr-
sEY GAZETTE on a bafis that will be permanent
and is convinced that this only will enable him to de-
vote to it a portion of his time and attention adequate
to the importance of the object. .

Gentlemen, to whom it may be convenient, will
much oblige the publifher; by forming packets in the
feveral counties as expeditioufly as may be.

I SAAC: €O L LT NSy

Trenton, December g, 1783.

The printer thinks the utility of a geuneral circula-
tion of news-papers is fet in fo plain and handfome a
light in the following fhort effay, publithed in a late
New-England paper, that he takes the liberty of offer-
ing it to the confideration of his fellow-citizens.

An ApprESss to the CiTizENs of AMERICA, fhewing
the neceffity of encouraging a general circulation of
News-Parers, among all clailes and denominati-
ons of people.

‘]{ ITHOUT knowledge among the people, li-

berty and publick happinefs cannot exift long
in any country ; and this neceffary knowledge cannot
be obtained in any other way than by a general cir-
culation of publick papers.

Thefe are the channels for all publick information,
by which we learn what laws are made,  what our
rulers are doing, whadt events are taking place in our
country, or among other nations; alfo, what is to be
bought or fold ; matters of curiofity, fpeculation,
amufement and inftru&ion ; in thort, publick papers
are the political eyes and the civi] light of the people ;
without which they will grope in darknefs, and be a
prey to tyrants. Tgnorance is the dark door at which
tyranoy enters, Another vaft advantage which arifes
from the general circulation of papers, is, the novel-
ties they contain excite youth to read them, whereby
they are perfected in the art of reading, and at the
fame time gain ufcful knowledge. But this fource of
inftru¢tion is fo fertile with publick advantages and
private benefits, that they cannot be numbered. And
all thefe vaft and durable bencfits may be had very
eafily and cheap indeed ; as one paper may anfwer for
two families, the expence may thereby be reduced fo
very fmall, that poverty itfelf will not be excluded the
privilege. Therefore, if any remain ignorant and ne-
glect this cheap information, they ought to confider
that they are preparing themfelves, and training up
their children,in that path of ignorance which leads to
flavery ! Let no one conceive becaufe the war is over,
hey fhall have no interefting concern in publick affairs ;
and in order to fave a trifling expence, negleét to read
the publick papers: The people of all claffes are in
this matter ¢ penny avife, and pound fooiifh.”’

It ought forever to be remembered, that ignorance
pays. more for folly, than knowledge gives for avifdom 7
and that #yranny taxes more for chains, than liberty
demands for all the bieflings of freedom. How afto-
nithing then mult the cecndu& of a people be, who
have fpent their deareft blood and treafure to purchafe
the ineftimable jewel of liberty, if they fhould negle&
the prefervation of it, or their heirs fhould facrifice
to ignorance the facred inheritance. ¢

Let us then aroufe to enquiry and perfeverance in
the purfuit of knowledge; attend to the conduét, of
all the fervants of the publick, and be inquifitive to
know of them the ftate of our nation, and the reafons
for all publick meafures ; comparing their information
with the ftate of matters exhibited in the publick pa-
pers : Thus we may be wife, free and happy. But if
to fave a few pence, or a little time in reading pub-
lick papers, we fhould neglect them, ignorance may
gradually overfpread this new enlightened country,
and tyranny advance as knowledge decays, unti! dark~
nefs and {lavery wrap this glorious land in all the hor-
rors of defpotick fway.

CONSIDERATON.

To be fold,

Valuable plantation, containing near two hun-

dred acres, with a grift-mill and faw-mill Iy-
ing on the river Lamberton, 'a never failing ftream,
diftant from meeting one mile, two miles from New-
Germantown, and eighteen from Raritan landing :—
On the premifes are a good dwelling-houfe and
kitchen, ‘and a ftore-houfe, with a cellar under the
whole ; very convenient for trade.—Alfo a good barn
and cow-houfe ; and on the premifes are two good
orchards, and a well of good water by the door ;
the above land being well watered and well timbered,
and in ,good repair. An indifputable ttle will be
given by Nicaoras AnGLE.

December 8, 1783. 3w
State of New- Jertey, ) Y virtue of two writs of
Middiefex county, ({'§ B D Fieri Facias to me di-
re@ed, ‘iffued out of the fupreme court of judicature
of faid ftate, at the fuits of Aaron Smith and John
Johnfton ; alfo by virtue of an act, &c. and fupple-
ment to an a& of the legiflature, I fhall {ell, at pub-
lick vendue, on Wednefday the twenty-firft day of
January next, at the houfe of John Degraw, in New-
Brunfwick, between the hours of twelve and five in
the aftérneon, fome rights and fhares of propriety to
the unlocated lands in the eaftern divifion of the {tate,
late the property of Elias Bland, deceafed. Gentle-
men who choofe to be purchafers, may know the
value of the rights by applying to the proprictors’
bocks at John Stevens’s, jun. in Trenton.
Joun Conway, late Sheniff.
December 5, 1783. 5W
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any time heretofore to fith. ~ And alfo that the inha-
bitants of the United States thall have liberty to
take fith of every kind on fuch part of the coalt of
Newfoundland as Britith fithermen fhall ufe, (but
not to dry or cure the fame on that ifland) and alfo
on the coafts, bays and creeks of all others of His

Britannick Majefty’s dominions in America ; and that.

the American fifhermen fhall have liberty to dry and
cure fith in any of the unfettled bays, harbours and
creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Iflands and La-
brador, fo long as the fame fhall remain unfettled;
but fo foon as the {ame or either of them fhall be
{ettled, it fhall not be lawful for the faid fithermen
to dry or cure fifh at fuch fettlement, without a pre-
vious agreement for that purpofe with the inhabitants,
proprietors or pofleffors of the ground.

Art. 4. It is agreed that the creditors on either fide
fhall meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery
of the full value, in fterling money, of all bona fide
debts heretofore contracted.

Art. 5. Tt is agreed that Congrefs fhall earneftly re-
commend it to the Legiflatures of the refpeive ftates,
to provide for the reftitution of all eftates, rights and
properties, which have been confifcated, belonging
to real Britifh fubjeéts ; and alfo of the eftates, rights
and properties of perfons refident in difiri¢ts in the
poffeffion of His Majefty’s arms, and who have not
borne arms againft the faid United States; and that
perfons of any other defcription fhall have free liberty
to go to any part or parts of any of the Thirteen
United States, and therein to remain twelve months
unmolefted in their endeavours to obtain the reftitu-
tion of fuch of their eftates, rights and propertics, as
may have been confifcated ; and that Congrefs fhall
alfo earneftly recommend to the feveral ftates a recon-
fideration and revifion of all a&s or laws regarding the
_premifes, {o as to render the faid laws or acts perfectly
confiftent, not only with juftice and equity, but with
that fpirit of conciliation, which, on the return of the
bleflings of peace, fhould univerfally prevail; and
that Congrefs fhall alfo earneftly recommend to the
feveral ftates, that the eftates, rights and properties of
duch laft mentioned perfons fhall be reftored to them,
they refunding to any perfons who may be now in
poficflion the bona fide price (where any has been
given) which fuch perfons may have paid on purchafing
any of the fa'd lands, rights or properties fince the
confifcation.

And it is agreed, that all perfons who have any
intereft in confifcated lands, either by debts, mar-
riage fettlements, or otherwife, fhall meet with no
lawful impediment in the profecution of .their juft
rights.

Art. 6. That there thall be no future confifcations
made, nor any profecutions commenced againft any
perfon or pefons for, or by reafon of the part which
he or they may have taken in the prefent war; and
that no perfon fhall, on that account, fuffer any future
tofs or damage, either in his perfos, liberty or pro-
perty ; and that thofe who may be in confinement on
fuch charges, at the time of the ratification of the
treaty in America, fhall be immediately fet at liberty,
and the profecutions {o commenced be difcontinued.

Art. 7. There fhall be a firm and perpetual peace
between His Britannick Majefty and the faid ftates,
and between the fubjects of the one, and the citizens
of the other ; wherefore all hoftilities, both by fea and
land, fhall from henceforth ceafe: All prifoners on
both fides fhall be fet at liberty, and His Britannick
Majetty fhall, with all convenient fpeed, and without
caufing any deftrucion, or carrying away any negroes,
or other property of the American inhabitants, with-
draw all his armies, garrifons and feets from the faid
United States, and from every poft, place and harbour,
within the fame, leaving in all fortifications the Ame-
rican artillery that may be therein ; and fhall ‘alfo or-
der and caufe all archives, records, deeds and papers
belonging to any of the faid ftates, or their citizens,
which in the courfe of the war may have fallea into
the hands of his officers, to be forthwith reftored, and
delivered to the proper ftate and perfons to whom they
belong.

Art. 8. ‘The navigation of the river Mifliffippi, from
its fource to the ocean, fhall forever remain free and
open to the fubjects of Great-Britain, and the citizens
of the United States.

Art. 9. In cafe it {hould fo happen that any place
or territory belonging to Great-Britain, or to the
United States, fhould have been conquered by the
arms of either from the other, before the arrival of
the faid provifional articles in America, it is agreed,
that the fame f{hall be reftored without difficulty, and
without requiring any compenfation.

Art. 10. The folemn ratifications of the prefent trea-
ty, expedited in good and due form, thall be exchang-
ed between the contracting parties in the fpace of fix
months, or fooner, if pofiible, to be computed from
the day of the fignature of the prefent treaty.. In
witnefs whereof, we the underfigned, their Minifters
Plenipotentiary, have in their name, and in virtue of
our full powers, figned with our hands the prefent de-
finitive treaty, and caufed the feals of our arms to be
affixed thereto.

~ Done at Paris, this 3d day of September, in the

year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and
eighty-three.

(L. S.) JOHN ADAMS,
(L. S.) DAVID HARTLEY,
. (L. S.) B. FRANKLIN,
(328 50 JOHN JAY.
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At a General Affembly of the Governor and Com-
pany of the State of Connellicut, holden at New-

Haven on the 2d Thurfday of Odtober, Anno

Demini, 1983. :

T PON the petition of Benjamin Hanks, of

Litchfield, thewing to this Affembly that he
has, with great ftudy for a number of years, applied
himfelf in fearch of mechanical knowledge, and, in
purfuance thereof, has invented and executed a clock
which winds itlelf up by the effe@ of air, and which
will continue fo to do without any other affiftance till
the component parts are deftroyed by friction, and
that faid clock will keep time in the moft regular
manner, as it is wound up without any variation or
ftop put to its mechanical operation, and that confe-
quently {aid invention is a great improvement in nie-
chanical knowledge, praying for the privilege of an
exclufive right to make and vend clocks fo conftructed
for the term of fourteen years—as by memorial on
file.

Refolved, by this Affembly, That the prayer of
the faid petitioner be granted ; and that he the faid
Benjamin Hanks be, and he hereby is legally vefted
with the fole and exclufive right of making, executing
and vending clocks, of the before-mentioned defcrip-
tion and conftruction, for the term of fourteen years,
and that any perion or perfons who fhall make any
clock conftructed conformable to the aforefaid de-
feription or fimilar thereto, or fhall import or bring
into or vend, any fuch clock within this ftate, fo as
to defeat the exclufive right, which it is the intention
of this act to veft the faid Benjamin Hanks with the
privilege to make and vend, as a reward for his frudy
and invention, as aforefaid, during the term aforefaid,
every fuch perfon or perfons, for every fuch clock
conftructed or brought into this ftate, contrary to the
defign and intention of this a&, and without the con-
fent of the faid Benjamin Hanks, fhall forfeit to him
or to his heirs or executors, the value of every fuch
clock fo conftruéted or brought into this ftate, which
value thall not be eftimated at lefs than twenty pounds
lawful money, to be recovered by the faid Benjamin
Hanks, his heirs, executors or adminiftrators, before
any court, having cognizance of {uch offence.

Provided 7 everthelefr, That nothing fhall be con-
fidered or deemed an offence againtt this a&, by which
any forfeiture fhall accrue to him the faid Benjamin
Hanks, or to his heirs or executors, but what thall
be conmitted in the life of the faid Benjamin Hanks.

Refolved furtber, That this a& fhall be adjudged
a publick a&, after it fhall have been publifhed in
three fucceflive papers in each of the publick new{-
papers in this flate.

A true copy of record examined by
GEORGE WYLEYS, Sec’ry.

PHILADELPHIA, November 29.
By the Usitep StaTes in Concress aflembled,
September 30, 1783,

Refolved, That the fecretary at war iffue to all
officers of the army under the rank of Major-Gene-
ral, who hold the fame rank now they held in the
year 1777, a brevet commiffion one grade higher
than their prefent rank, having refpect to their fe-
niority, and that commiflions for full Colonels be
granted to Lieutenant-Colonels of 1777, the refo-
lution of the 27th May, 1778, notwithftanding.

(Copy) CuarLes THowmson, Secretary.

NovemBEr 11, 1783.
Commanding officers of ftate lines, and of parti-
cular corps, will pleafe to make return to the war of-
fice, of the names and rank of all officers therein, who

laft, and who then held the fame rank they enjoyed
in the year 1777, and officers who are not in the
line of any particular corps, will pleafe to return
their names and rank, that they may receive brevets
agreeably to the above order of Congrefs.
B. LINCOLN.

[The printers in the United States are requefted

to infert the above in their feveral news-papers. ]

Extract from the Minutes of the Honourable the
General Affembly of Pennfylvania—Saturday,
November 13, 1783.

The committee to whom the letter from Mark
Bird and James Wilfon was referred, report, that
having confidered the many advantages that would
arife to the publick, if a bridge was ereted aver the
Delaware, at Trenton falls, offer the following re-
folution:

Refolved, That leave be given to the faid Meflis.
Bird and Wilfon to bring in a bill (to take effect
when a law of a fimilar nature is paffed by New-
Jerfey) for building a bridge over the river - Dela-
ware, and agreeable to the propofals made by them,
viz.~—1ft. That at their own expence they build and

Subfcriptions for this Gazette are taken in b

were in {ervice on the thirtieth day of September’

keep in repair.a good and fubftantial bridge.—a2d.
That no injury be done to the navigation and fitheries
of the river.—3d. That they fhall be entitled to re-
ceive a toll equal to the ferriages which are now paid
at the neighbouring ferries.

On motion, ordered, That Meflieurs Shields,
Rees, Rue, Willing, Coleman, M¢Clean, Carothers,
Lincoln, Stroud, Wallace and Ritchie, be a commit-
tee to devife a general plan for the opening of the
land-office.

About a fortnight ago the brig Philadelphia Packet,
Captain Torrans, from Belfaft for this port, ran
afhore on Sinepuxent bar, when the paflengers, being
in a hurry to get on thore, hired a Providence {choon-
er, that came to their afliftance, and after throwing
her cargo over board, fhe took about 70 of them on
board, when, having got a fmall diftance from the
fhip, the {chooner overfet, being top-heavy, and
every perfon perifhed; about 5o of the paffengers
and fervants faved themfelves in the brig’s boat, and
on a raft which they had made. p

The brig America, late Captain Forreft, from /
Newry, for this port, after a long paffage, beingl
fhort of provifions, is put into Sinepuxent. The Capj-
tain having fome difpute with one of the paflengey's,
he was run through the body and killed. j

On Satarday laft John Taxter, Efquire, private
Secretary to the honourzble Mr. Adams, arrived
here from P’Orient, via New-York, where he/ was
landed from on board the French packet, the Cou-
rier de I’Europe, which left France on the 26th of
September. This gentleman comes with official dif-
patches to Congrefs from their Minifters in Europes
and brings the definitive treaty of peace between
Great-Britain and America, which will not be pub-
lifhed uatil it has been formally laid before the Unit-
ed States in Congrefs affembled.—However we can
aflure our readers that the articles which compofe this
treaty are precifely the fame as thofe compofing the
provifional articles, but with a fmall difference in the
preamble and conclufion.—It was figned at Paris the
3d of September laft.

The treaty of commerce was not concluded when
the packet left France,

A Charleftown paper of the 18th ult. fays, that thei
port of the Havannah is again opea. ¢

Yefterday fe’nnight His Excellency General Wath-
ington, and Governor Clinten, atténded by a number
of gentlemen of the army, members of Senate and
Affembly, and feveral other officers of diftindtion,
arrived at Haerlem, 9 miles from the city of New-
York—The American traops advanced as far as Mr.
Gowan’s pafs, and their Pickets as far as the Dove
tavern, g miles from the cit}'; but they did not take
pofleflion till Tuefday laft, owing to the late rains
which had retarded the embarkation of the Britifh.

Thurfday His Excellency M. de la Luzerne, Mi-
nifter Plenipotentiary frem the Court of His Moft
Chriftian Majefty, with his fuite, fet out from this
city for New-York. A

Since our laft Rutgers’s brewery in Maiden lane,
New-York, and all the out-buildings, ftables, &c.
were burnt to the ground—It is thought they were fet
on fire by fome incendiary as feveral boxes of com-
buftible matter were found in the adjacent wooden
buildings.

The commonwealth of Maffachufetts Bay, we
hear, have adopted the 5 per cent. impoft, to be ap-
propriated towards difcharging their quota of the
continental debt—but refufe to admit into the account
the aét of commutation.

DEceEmBER 3,
Extract of a letter from Baltimore, November 29.
¢ The mafter of a brig from St. Kitts mentions
a fevere gale of wind having happened there laft
month, in which ten out of thirteen veflels were put
afhore at that place, one faid to be a Philadelphia
fhip.”

Extrac® of a lester from Neaw-York, dated Nov. 26,

“ Yefterday gave us our city. To the honour of
Britain, let it be publifhed in every news-paper, that
to add to their name (which has already been branded
with every kind'of infamy) they cut away. the halli-
ards from the flag-ftaff in the fort (formerly' Fort
George) and likewife greafed the poft, fo that we
werte obliged to have a ladder to fix a new rope. Ins
vention prevented any delay ; for the glorious ftripes
were fixed in the fod, and a difcharge of thirteen
fired. The city has been remarkably quiet. A few
days will, I hope, produce a little: ferutiny, when
Tories take care.”

His Excellency William Paca, Efg. is re-elected
Governor of the ftate of Maryland ; and the Honour-
able James M‘Henry, Thomas Slone, Samuel Chafe
and Edward Lloyd, Efquires, are chofen to repre-
{ent the faid ftate in the Congrefs of the United Stateg
for the year enfuing.
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