
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

NJ FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 

 State Museum 

205 W. State St. 

Trenton, New Jersey 

November 15, 2022 

  

The regular meeting of the Fish and Game Council was held on the above date.  

  

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairman Frank Virgilio. 

  

Chairman Virgilio read aloud the following notice: In accordance with P.L. 1975, c. 231 notice of 

this meeting was filed with and posted at the Office of the Secretary of State on November 9, 

2022 and delivered to the designated newspapers for Fish and Wildlife, the Newark Star Ledger 

and the Atlantic City Press. 

  

Roll call was taken in attendance: 

             Chairman Frank Virgilio  

Councilman James DeStephano 

Councilman Mitchell Jones 

Councilman Ed Kertz 

Councilman Rick Lathrop  

Councilman Rob Pollock – left early 1:15 

Councilman Bob Puskas – left early 1:15 

Councilman Loren Robinson 

Councilman Ken Whildin 

Fish and Game employees included: Assistant Commissioner Dave Golden, L. Barno, G. Kopkash, 

C. Stanko, D. Bajek. 

. 



 There were several members of the public in attendance. 

Chairman Virgilio asked for a motion to approve the October 11th F&G Council minutes. 

Councilman Puskas made a motion to approve the October 11 F&G minutes, seconded by 

Councilman Whildin. Vote taken; all approve. Motion carries. 

 

Chairman Virgilio, on behalf of the entire Fish and Game Council I welcome you to our 

November 15, 2022, Fish and Game council meeting.   

 On behalf of our Fish and Game Council, I would like to thank Governor Phil Murphy, along 

with the DEP Commissioner Sean La Tourette and Assistant Commissioner David Golden, for 

taking into consideration new data that required emergency action to protect public safety and 

reduce bear-human interactions. Governor Murphy kept his promise, ended the bear hunt, and 

appropriated 3 million dollars for non-lethal black bear management. Non-lethal management 

methods alone will not solve our growing black bear problem. A regulated bear hunt is the most 

effective tool to control New Jersey's rapidly growing black bear population; we must protect 

public safety while supporting a healthy black bear population.  

Today our Council will consider three new Game Code limitations to black bear hunting that will 

prohibit the taking of small cubs and the adult bears traveling with these cubs, along with 

limiting the use of baiting for black bears. These new limitations are an essential consideration 

for the non-hunting public and their acceptance of our regulations. Council is committed to 

providing the residents of our state with responsible and ethical regulations for a safe, legal, 

and enjoyable outdoor experience.  

Today stakeholders will have two opportunities for public comments: First following the 

presentations of the Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy, the Emergency Rule for 

black bear management and the Game Code amendments. Second, following the Community 

Based Deer Management Permit application presentations. 

 

Assistant Commissioner Golden stated that it has been his pleasure to serve in this role as 

Assistant Commissioner and work with the Council. Today is an important day and we’ve been 

working on black bear management for several years trying to figure out how to best manage 

this species and is looking forward to presenting data, recounting some of the history of our 

discussions with black bear, and walking the Council through this discussion as well.  

 

 

 



New Business: 

Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy and Game Code Changes: 

Assistant Commissioner Golden gave a presentation on Comprehensive Black Bear Policy, which 

the Council crafts and is as followed:  

1. To manage the bear population at a level that is that is commensurate with habitat and 

consistent with reducing risks to the public. 2. To sustain a robust black bear population as part 

of NJ’s natural resource base. 3. To continue to advance scientific understanding of black bears. 

4. To educate the public and keep them safe and to minimize interactions with black bears. 5. 

To ensure that regulated hunting remains the safe and effective tool. 6. To strengthen our law 

enforcement and strengthen our laws on bear feeding and garbage containment. 7. To use 

lethal control on high-risk and dangerous bears and to utilize non-lethal adverse conditioning 

techniques on nuisance bears.  

As an integrated approach to managing this particular species, all these objectives are captured 

in our bear management policy. The Game Code right now that relates directly to bears 

specifies that in order for a hunt, there must be a valid comprehensive policy for the protection 

and propagation of black bears. That is in the Game Code, so that is what connects the Game 

code to the Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy. The Comprehensive Nlack Bear 

Policy needs to go through steps to be official and approved. If Council approves, then it goes to 

the Commissioner who reviews and approves the CBBMP, then even though it is labeled as a 

policy, it must follow the Administrative Procedures Act for rule making.  

The 2015 CBBMP expired in 2021 and was not approved for readoption and that is what 

essentially closed the bear hunt last season.  

The Game Committee is asking Council to vote on: 

1. The 2022 CBBMP as an emergency rule. 

2.The Committee is putting forward to amend the Game Code to include restrictions on 

harvesting small cubs weighing less than 75 pounds live weight or 50 pounds dressed weight 

also as a promulgation with an emergency rule to the concurrent proposal.  

3. To amend the Game Code to a restriction on harvesting adults accompanying small cubs 

weighing less than 75 pounds live weight with promulgation as an emergency rule and 

concurrent proposal.  

4. To amend the Game Code to disallow the taking of a black bear or possession or control of 

a firearm or weapon while hunting for black bear within 300 feet of a baited area with 

promulgation as an emergency rule and a concurrent proposal. 

 



Chairman Virgilio asked for a motion to open the floor for discussion. 

Councilman Robinson made a motion to open for discussion, seconded by Councilman Jones.  

Discussion took place amongst Council members.  

Chairman Virgilio asked for Council’s opinion on extending the 30-day comment period to 60-

days due to holidays. 

Council agreed to 60-day comment period due to holidays 

Chairman Virgilio asked for a motion to close the floor. 

Councilman Kertz made a motion to close discussion, seconded by Councilman Pollock. 

 

Public Comment on CBBMP and Game Code changes. 

A stenographer was in attendance to take minutes on public comment, which is attached. 

Official Stenographer’s transcript appears as Appendix A below. 

Chairman Virgilio reported the Game Committee met last week and went over these proposals 

and we have recommendations to make to the Fish and Game Council. 

Game Committee recommends to Council that they approve the CBBMP with promulgation as 

an emergency rule and concurrent proposal. 

Chairman Virgilio asked for a motion to vote on:  

1. The 2022 CBBMP as an emergency rule. 

2.The Committee is putting forward to amend the Game Code to include restrictions on 

harvesting small cubs weighing less than 75 pounds live weight or 50 pounds dressed weight 

also as a promulgation with an emergency rule to the concurrent proposal.  

3. To amend the Game Code to a restriction on harvesting adults accompanying small cubs 

weighing less than 75 pounds live weight with promulgation as an emergency rule and 

concurrent proposal.  

4. To amend the Game Code to disallow the taking of a black bear or possession or control of 

a firearm or weapon while hunting for black bear within 300 feet of a baited area with 

promulgation as an emergency rule and a concurrent proposal. 

5. Extending the comment period from 30 days to 60 days. 

 



Councilman Robinson made a motion to accept the 2022 CBBMP as an emergency rule with 

the 60-day public comment period, seconded by Councilman Jones. Vote was taken, all 

approve, motion carries. 

Councilman Robinson made a motion to approve the amended Game Code to include 

restrictions on harvesting small cubs weighing less than 75 pounds live weight or 50 pounds 

dressed weight also as a promulgation with an emergency rule to the concurrent proposal 

with the 60-day public comment period. Seconded by Councilman Kertz. vote was taken; all 

approve. Motion carries. 

Councilman Robinson made a motion to approve the amended the Game Code to a 

restriction on harvesting adults accompanying small cubs weighing less than 75 pounds live 

weight with promulgation as an emergency rule and concurrent proposal with the 60-day 

public comment period. Seconded by Councilman Jones. Vote was taken; all approve, motion 

carries.  

Councilman Robinson made a motion to approve the amended Game Code to disallow the 

taking of a black bear or possession or control of a firearm or weapon while hunting for black 

bear within 300 feet of a baited area with promulgation as an emergency rule and a 

concurrent proposal and a 60-day public comment period. Seconded by Councilman Whildin. 

Vote was taken, 8-approve, 1- objection-(Kertz). Motion carries.  

 

Chairman Virgilio will sign and go to the Governor to get acquired signatures to move forward 

to be published December 19th in register. 

 

Community Based Deer Management Applications: 

Bernards Township: 

Chief Stanko read the CBDM application from Bernards Twp. They are applying for a permit that 

is similar to previous years. They are utilizing two hunting clubs consisting of 68 members 

during a six-week extension of Winter Bow, Permit Shotgun, and Permit Muzzleloader seasons 

on 43 township properties ending March 31, 2023. 

Chairman Virgilio asked F&W to add a sentence to the application that was included on the 

cover letter. 

 

Essex County: 

Chief Stanko read the CBDMP application for Essex County. They are applying for a permit that 

is similar to previous years. They propose to allow fourteen volunteer sportsmen to cull deer on 



two County-owned properties this year. Culling will take place on the South Mountain 

Reservation and the Hilltop Reservation. Hunting will occur between January 10, 2023, and end 

March 2, 2023. 

Chairman Virgilio asked for a minor change with the application, anyone using un-plugged 

shotgun has to have been on the permit for at least 5-years for safety concerns. 

 

Public Comment: 

Barbara Sachau commented she does not approve of the CBDMP and wants to keep farm 

leases off Wildlife Management Areas.  

A representative for the NJ Farm Bureau commented in support of the CBDMP and 

appreciates the applications. 

 

Chairman Virgilio asked for a motion to accept the Bernards Township CBDMP application. 

Councilman Robinson made a motion to accept the proposed CBDM applications with the 

additions that Chairman Virgilio mentioned, seconded by Councilman Whildin. Vote taken; all 

approve. Motion carries. 

 

Chairman Virgilio asked for a motion to accept the Essex County CBDM application. 

 

Councilman Whildin made a motion to accept the proposed CBDM application, seconded by 

Councilman Jones. Vote taken; 5- approve, 2-dissapprove (Kertz & Robinson). Motion carries. 

Chairman Virgilio asked for a motion to adjourn. 

Councilman Robinson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:08 pm., seconded by 

Councilman Jones. Vote taken; all approve. 

 

Next Meeting will be December 13, 2022 at the Assunpink Office. 
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            NEW JERSEY FISH & WILDLIFE

                  PUBLIC COMMENT

                         - - -

                   November 15, 2022

                         - - -

            Public comment was taken in the Auditorium

of the State Museum, 205 West State Street, Trenton,

New Jersey, before Cindy Pineiro, RPR, CSR

#30XI00181500, and Notary Public of the State of New

Jersey, on the above date, commencing at 10:00 a.m.,

there being present:

FRANK VIRGILIO - Chairman

DAVID GOLDEN - Assistant Commissioner

JAMES DESTEPHANO - Councilman

MITCHELL JONES - Councilman

ED KERTZ - Councilman

RICK LATHROP - Councilman

ROBERT POLLOCK - Councilman

ROBERT PUSKAS - Councilman

LOREN ROBINSON - Councilman

KEN WHILDIN - Councilman

LISA BARNO

CAROLE STANKO
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1                 MR. JONES:  Carole will call numbers
2 one through five, then you can line up.
3 Is there a mark on the floor there, Carole?
4                 MS. STANKO:  Right here.  Once again, I
5 call commenters up in groups of five, so please line
6 up at the piece of tape on the floor.  I will hand you
7 the microphone.  You can speak for up to three minutes
8 and then pass that to the next person in the line.
9 There should be a number in the upper right-hand
10 corner of the card that you filled out this morning.
11                 So we are starting at number six
12 through 10.  So numbers six through 10 line up,
13 please.
14                 Could you please line up in numerical
15 order?  So I also ask you to say your name and spell
16 it for the stenographer before you start your
17 comments, please.  Thank you.
18                 MR. LESNIAK:  Okay.  I'll comment from
19 here, right from here?
20                 MS. STANKO:  Yes.
21                 MR. LESNIAK:  Okay.  I'm Ray Lesniak,
22 L-E-S-N-I-A-K.  Let me put this down.  Okay.  Former
23 State Senator and currently president of the Lesniak
24 Institute for American Leadership at Kean University.
25 As a lawyer -- nothing personal, guys and lady.  As a
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1 lawyer licensed to practice law in the State of New
2 Jersey, I challenge the legitimacy of the Fish & Game
3 Council to take action today.  Others will testify
4 that no emergency exists that would require an
5 emergency approval of a policy that will resume bear
6 hunts based on historical data demonstrating that no
7 emergency exists.  That bear hunts are not necessary
8 to reduce the number of bear-human interactions, and
9 how baiting and hunting itself increases the
10 likelihood of bear and human interactions, and
11 increases the litter sizes and earlier breeding of
12 female black bears.
13             My testimony focuses in the short time I
14 have that, as constituted, any action taken by the
15 Fish & Game Council violates the 3rd Article of the
16 New Jersey Constitution which delegates to the
17 legislature, the Governor, and the judiciary, the
18 functions of government.
19             Since a private organization, The
20 Sportsmen's Club, controls the membership of the Fish
21 & Game Council, six out of 11, the public will not be
22 protected from its recommendations to the Fish & Game
23 -- Fish & Wildlife Council and Department of
24 Environmental Protection -- Division, sorry, regarding
25 the bear population and its impact on bear-human
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1 interactions which shaped the decision in this case of
2 Governor Murphy to recommend a resumption of bear
3 hunts.
4                 The New Jersey Supreme Court in the
5 1978 decision in Ridgefield Park Education Association
6 versus Ridgefield Park Board of Education held that
7 the very foundation of representative democracy would
8 be endangered if decisions on significant matters of
9 government policy were left to nonelected officials.
10                 And since six of the 11 members of the
11 Fish & Game Council are appointed based on
12 recommendations of a private organization, the
13 possibility of arbitrary and self-serving action
14 detriment to the public good is present in every
15 action of the Fish & Game Council.
16                 Therefore, Governor Murphy's decision
17 to recommend resumption of bear hunts based on
18 information provided by the Fish & Game Council should
19 be reconsidered, and more effective measures to reduce
20 bear-human interactions, as has been provided to the
21 Department of Environmental Protection, should be
22 enacted.
23                 Thank you.
24                 MS. STANKO:  Please hold your applause.
25                 Number seven?
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1                 MR. STEIN:  Thank you.  Good morning.
2 My name is Wade Stein, S-T-E-I-N, and I am the
3 president of the New Jersey State Federation of
4 Sportsmen's Clubs.  I come today as representative of
5 over 150,000 sportsmen and sportswomen in all 21
6 counties of New Jersey.
7                 We are up here in support of the black
8 bear hunt, as outlined in the Comprehensive Black Bear
9 Management Policy.  On behalf of our members of the
10 New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, I
11 would like to say thank you to Governor Murphy and his
12 administration for their courage to look at the
13 scientific facts about the black bear population, and
14 allowing the black bear hunt to take place.
15                 I would like to encourage our
16 legislators who support Assembly Bill 1967, which is a
17 revision on the current law of feeding black bears.
18 And I'd also like to say to Governor Murphy, coming
19 from someone who is a legitimate organization, we must
20 listen to all, choose a few, but we must act in the
21 best interest of a whole.  Some days that is not easy.
22                  And I'd also like to say thank you to
23 Governor Murphy for allowing us to assist you with
24 keeping New Jersey safe.  Thank you.
25                 MR. TITTEL:  Jeff Tittel, a lifelong
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1 resident of Ringwood in the middle of bear country.
2 Someone who's been active on environmental and
3 conservation issues their entire life.  And I'm here
4 to say that it's shameful that the Governor of New
5 Jersey is playing politics with the bear hunt.  He ran
6 for office committed to a comprehensive bear
7 management plan and nonlethal methods, including
8 dealing with garbage, and has done nothing along those
9 lines when it comes to dealing with food issues that
10 are the major cause of bear-human interaction.
11                 My concern is that instead of using
12 sound science, he's using political science and
13 cherry-picked data.  Because when you go through your
14 reports -- and I've been coming to this issue for over
15 25 years now.  That the number of bear-human
16 incidences this year, when you look at the history, is
17 in the middle.  That, yes, there was a big increase
18 over last year, but this is still extremely lower than
19 2014 and 2015 when there was hunts and 2014 when
20 someone got killed.
21                 When you look at why the incidents go
22 up this year, we had a major drought, and bears were
23 coming out of the woods looking for food and water.
24 That's the major reason why there's an increase
25 compared to last year.
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1                 But if you look at the overall history,
2 the number of aggressive bears, the number of nuisance
3 bears, this is in the middle range.  The numbers do
4 not justify this hunt.
5                 In fact, I think that the Governor is
6 doing this because of someone who's for gun control,
7 he doesn't want to be running in Iowa and New
8 Hampshire and Pennsylvania and Michigan being for gun
9 control and being against hunting because that hurts
10 him with the voters, even rural democratic voters.
11 And I think that's the main reason why we're here
12 today.
13                 This is not an emergency.  There is no
14 justification.  There are no bears running down the
15 street attacking people.  In fact, yesterday somebody
16 in Ringwood killed four bears because they think
17 there's an emergency.  There is no emergency.
18                 This is a governor who did not declare
19 an emergency for climate change, even though people
20 have died over the last 10 years, close to 100, from
21 flooding.  He hasn't declared an emergency for
22 flooding.  He hasn't declared an emergency for toxic
23 cleanups or for drinking water.  4,000 children this
24 year will be poisoned by lead.  Where -- there's no
25 emergency declaration, but there is one to shoot
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1 bears.
2                 This is not a management hunt.  This is
3 a trophy hunt.  Because if it was a management hunt,
4 you would start where the bear population is, and go
5 into the woods.
6                 This is a hunt where people are going
7 to go out (indiscernible) looking for the largest
8 bears they can find.  And that's why this is so
9 shameful.
10                 We believe in the history of New
11 Jersey, when government tries to put in emergencies,
12 they've been overturned.  When Governor Whitman put
13 one in for the horseshoe crabs when there wasn't a
14 direct emergency, it was overturned.  The legislature
15 had to act.
16                 When, under Governor Christie, they put
17 one in for PFNA, a forever chemical that
18 bioaccumulates.  It's in 300 water systems.  It was
19 overturned by a suit from the Chemical Council.
20                 Same thing happened with garbage in the
21 Metromedia case.
22                 This is all a usurpation of the
23 democratic process and public input.  This is
24 something that they do in Russia.  This is something
25 you don't do in New Jersey.  Thank you.
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1                 MS. HARRINGTON:  Hello.  I'm Deborah
2 Harrington.  I live in bear country, and I haven't
3 seen a bear in two years.  And I'm out frequently.
4 Covid affected the number of reported bear sightings,
5 I believe.  More people have been home or outside of
6 their home during 2019 and '20, and reported bears --
7 reported bear sightings near their homes.  The number
8 of bear sightings lowered during 2021 and '22, I
9 believe, when people started to return to work.
10                 There's always a big rush to
11 re-institute the bear hunt.  People, like some of the
12 people we're going to hear today, like to hunt bears.
13 Lots of money is available for hunting.  But educating
14 people on how to live with bears is almost
15 nonexistent.
16                 One and a half million dollars sounds
17 like a lot of money to me and a lot of people.
18 However, for educational purposes it's not.  It's a
19 token measure.
20                 Let's try other nondestructive,
21 nonlethal measures of controlling this problem.  After
22 all, one person was attacked.  Great.  That's not
23 great, actually, but it doesn't constitute an
24 emergency.
25                 Governor Murphy tells himself, I'm
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1 being pro education.  I want to see him live up to his
2 word.  He promised to ban the bear hunt and he
3 promised to be a leader in education.
4                 Governor Phil Murphy, show us all that
5 you're a man of your word.  Do not re-institute the
6 bear hunt in New Jersey.  You can't say something
7 doesn't work unless you actually first actually try to
8 make it work.  Token measures don't count.
9                 Thank you.
10                 MS. STANKO:  Can I have number 11 to 15
11 line up, please?
12                 MS. METLER:  Angi Metler, A-N-G-I
13 M-E-T-L-E-R.
14                 For 20 years I lived in a happy place
15 with my family in the heart of bear country.  There's
16 absolutely no emergency.  I guess hunters being
17 prevented from killing bears, they think that's the
18 emergency.
19                 The Division of Fish & Wildlife's own
20 website says black bear attacks are extremely rare.
21                 By no benchmark does this generally shy
22 species present the imminent peril in any kind or
23 accepted meaning of the term.  It's not even close.
24 No mayor and the Governor has ever declared black
25 bears as an imminent emergency.
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1                 No governor of a Western state with
2 substantially greater populations of black bears has
3 ever declared black bears as an imminent peril.  In
4 fact, they encourage bear-smart improvements to
5 prevent the needless killings of bears.
6                 If one Googles "black bear emergency,"
7 what comes up is black bear walks into an emergency
8 room.
9                 The Imminent Emergency Rule is a new
10 political tactic used by Fish & Game agencies to
11 circumvent public opposition, comment, and input.
12                 This is not an emergency.  It's a
13 tactic.  By this tactic all hunting should be stopped.
14 Since 2017 there have been two fatal hunting accidents
15 in New Jersey, and several serious injuries.
16                 Public safety is paramount.  Or is it?
17                 Trash management is not the product of
18 humane groups.  It is designed and recommended by
19 unbiased biologists charged with keeping both people
20 and bears safe.
21                 The record shows that at no time during
22 the Black Bear Coalition's regular contact with the
23 Governor's Office did the Governor indicate they
24 viewed the black bear as an imminent peril.  Not once.
25 The record shows that the administration repeatedly
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1 ignored efforts by the Coalition to advance
2 established trash mitigation programs.
3                 In good faith we submitted a
4 comprehensive plan to Commissioner LaTourette.  The
5 administration's claim to have tried trash programs
6 recommended by the Black Bear Coalition is
7 demonstrably false.  The Governor, his staff, and the
8 department know it.
9                 Again, the most effective means of
10 reducing conflicts and complaints is managing trash,
11 bait, and other human dried foods.  Bait is
12 particularly problematic in its ability to spread
13 disease, increase bear fertility, and hunter-caused
14 bear conflicts.
15                 The Division's website says, "The
16 fertilized egg will only implant in sows who have
17 obtained adequate body weight."
18                 This is the hallmark of a
19 self-regulated species.  To claim that if we
20 eliminated garbage from the bears' diet it would not
21 affect their reproduction is ludicrous.  It would take
22 weeks for bears to make up the calories they get from
23 a few days of devouring human trash and bait.
24                 Keeping bears away from unnatural food
25 sources prevents births and lowers the population.
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1                 MS. STANKO:  Thank you.  Is number 12
2 here?
3                 MS. FREQA:  I'm that too.
4                 MS. STANKO:  You're Doreen and Susan?
5                 MS. FREQA:  Yes.
6                 MS. STANKO:  You can only make a
7 three-minute comment.  You're one person.  That's
8 fine, but you have three minutes.  You have three
9 minutes to talk.  Thank you.
10                 MS. FREQA:  Doreen Freqa, Saddle Brook.
11 I'm responsible for the educational outreaches
12 throughout New Jersey.  At the end of this year we
13 would have reached 100 areas educating New Jersey
14 residents on black bears.  The common theme from all
15 residents, they oppose the bear hunt.  They hate the
16 bear hunt.
17                 I have a suitcase full of petitions
18 against the bear hunt.  And I have hundreds of
19 thousands more petitions that I could not physically
20 carry.
21                 Residents are opposed to the hunt.
22 They are very angry that Governor Murphy went back on
23 his word.  They do not want the hunt reinstated.  I do
24 not want the hunt reinstated.
25                 Ninety-two percent of the public
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1 comment in 2015 was against the hunt, and the hunt --
2 and the complaints were higher.  Thank you.
3                 And just to put it in record, this is
4 the petitions.  And I have hundreds of thousands of
5 more petitions from residents throughout New Jersey
6 that do not want this bear hunt.  I just could not
7 carry them.  Physically I could not carry them.
8               MS. STANKO:  Thank you.  Next, please.
9               MS. RUSSELL:  Good morning.  My name is
10 Susan Russell.  I'm the policy director for the Animal
11 Protection League.  I must apologize for not being
12 there.  My elderly cat is blind and has an emergency,
13 so I will be brief, and I would have been anyway.
14               What's going on in New Jersey is not
15 unique to New Jersey.  It's a national trend with Fish
16 & Wildlife agencies who declare an imminent emergency,
17 or even a public safety emergency to get through
18 hunting policies they otherwise wouldn't get.
19               For example, in North Carolina there was
20 an attempt to get a public health emergency so that
21 hunters could shoot coyotes at night.  And shooting at
22 night is merely a hunter preference.
23               This went to court and was defeated.  And
24 there's a very good legal decision that it was nowhere
25 near a public emergency.
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1               The -- what is so off putting in this
2 charade is that the Governor, whose office, and the
3 DEP, most especially, stonewalled the New Jersey Black
4 Bear Coalition's consistent repeated attempts, as the
5 record shows, to get the State to finally implement
6 bear smart programs used out West.  Why out West?
7 They're more serious.  They have far more bears.  The
8 bears live around them.  They live with the bears.
9 And they actually enact these, enforce -- they're
10 superior by design, by execution, and certainly by
11 enforcement.  And they do it to protect the bears, as
12 well as the people.
13                 So there's a whole different zeitgeist
14 out there.
15                 In any event, every attempt we made to
16 do this was thwarted through both agencies.  And we
17 met with the Governor's agency as late as October 6th.
18 We finally got a representative from Boulder's program
19 and we said we would get something started.  None of
20 them mentioned or even alluded to any kind of
21 emergency period.
22                 I don't even know if the Governor's
23 office is aware that the so-called emergency is being
24 used throughout the United States.  Emergency hunts on
25 farms, emergency hunts for coyotes.  You name it.
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1                 So that's where we are.  And this
2 should be roundly defeated.  I'm pretty certainly it
3 will be in court.  And then we'll be back again.
4                 What do you do when a politician
5 promises this and repeatedly uses other excuses to
6 permit a hunt?  Thank you.
7                 MS. STANKO:  Next.
8                 MR. HERRIGHTY:  Hello.  My name is
9 Larry Herrighty, H-E-R-R-I-G-H-T-Y.  And today I'm
10 representing the New Jersey Outdoor Alliance.  We
11 support the hunt and the amendments to it and the
12 Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy.
13                 We believe emergency rule is necessary.
14 I think they did an excellent job of explaining an
15 increase in human interactions.  Particularly
16 concerning is the over 60 aggressive actions by bears.
17                 And it's clear from the data that the
18 Division has collected since the early '90s, the
19 population is highly correlated with complaints that
20 ensue.  1992, when the Division first began collecting
21 data on bears, there were less than 300.  And the
22 types of complaints were mainly agricultural.  But as
23 the population grew, we began seeing negative
24 interaction with homeowners, with livestock, with
25 pets.  So it's clear.
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1                 I'm glad that the -- there's a still an
2 integrated approach in the Comprehensive Black Bear
3 Management Policy, including garbage management.
4 However, doing away with bears raiding garbage is not
5 going to solve the problem.  Some people say that if
6 you solve the garbage problem, bears won't breed until
7 they're 10 or 11.  That's nonsense.  That the bears
8 are (indiscernible).
9                 In the mid Atlantic states, New York,
10 New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland, bears are
11 breeding at three years of age.  They have
12 consistently done that over the 40 years' data that's
13 been collected in New Jersey, despite the population
14 number.
15                 I understand that the Division and
16 Council makes concessions with the Governor.  We don't
17 believe it's necessary.  (Indiscernible) percent is
18 cubs only.  About 10 percent of the harvest on a
19 yearly basis.  The Division's own policy is that after
20 July 1st if a sow is shot, damaged, euthanized, the
21 cubs are left in the wild so they couldn't survive.
22 Certainly survive if a sow was taken in December.
23 However, we understand that there's compromises made
24 in support.  Thank you very much.
25               MS. STANKO:  May I please have number 16
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1 through 20 line up?  Number 16 through 20?
2               MR. CRAIN:  Good morning.  I'm Bill
3 Crain, C-R-A-I-N.  Member of the (indiscernible)
4 group.  Former vice-president of the Teaneck, New
5 Jersey Board of Education.
6                 The plan has some minor improvements
7 shielding cubs and their parents, but it has much more
8 serious flaws.  On a scientific basis you will not be
9 (indiscernible) evaluate garbage control
10 (indiscernible), because it is occurring at the same
11 time as the hunt.  You can't desegregate
12 (indiscernible) evaluation.
13                 My main concern, however, the big flaw
14 is the world's flaw.  We have an obligation to protect
15 all life.  You are violating this obligation with this
16 plan.  Bears are sentient beings.  They feel pain,
17 fear, anger, attraction, playfulness, grief, even
18 love, even awe.
19                 I'll give you a brief anecdote.  I saw
20 a video clip of a bear over 75 pounds, by the way, a
21 bear maybe 100, 150 pounds, a youngster who
22 accidentally brushed up against a tire.  And the bear
23 stumbled -- staggered around after that.  He just
24 barely touched it, but he staggered around like he was
25 making a joke, being a clown.
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1                 They have a sense of humor.  They enjoy
2 life.  They want to enjoy life just like each of us
3 wants to enjoy life.  Each bear has an individual
4 personality.  Each bear -- every single bear wants to
5 live just like you and I want to live.  They have a
6 right to live.  We do not have a right to take their
7 lives.
8                 We've talked a lot about populations.
9 It's not about populations.  In our cultural values
10 there's a dignity and worth to every human life.  The
11 same dignity and worth should start to be extended to
12 nonhuman animals.  We have an obligation to do this.
13                 Albert Schweitzer codified this in his
14 saying, "We should have reverence for life, all life."
15                 Bears, they're not aiming to hurt us.
16 Despite all the complaints and anecdotes and nuisance
17 data, bears over the -- more than a century bear
18 interactions have resulted in 17 human deaths.
19 Meanwhile we've killed hundreds of thousands of them.
20 We are engaged as human beings in mass murder.  It's
21 time to stop this.  It's time to revere human life.
22                 I beg you, I urge you, for the sake of
23 every bear, for the sake of that little bear who joked
24 around and had a sense of humor about staggering,
25 don't kill them.  Don't kill any of them.  Please
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1 reject this plan.  Take time to study nonlethal
2 methods in a really vigorous way.  Not the way you've
3 done so far.  Defend life.
4               Thank you very much.
5               MS. STANKO:  What number?
6               MR. BRODHECKER:  15.  Phillip Brodhecker,
7 Sussex County farmer, B-R-O-D-H-E-C-K-E-R.
8               I'm a (indiscernible) farmer up in Sussex
9 County where there's lot of bear.  I'm glad to see
10 this decision is being passed back to the Fish &
11 Wildlife and the Fish & Game Council.  I agree with
12 all the speakers previously to me that this should not
13 be a political issue.  This is something that needs to
14 be managed.  We've got the highest density of black
15 bears in the world, especially up in the north here,
16 and we just have too high of a population.  It's got
17 to be reduced.  And the only means of reducing this
18 population is to have a hunt.  There is no other
19 effective method to reduce a population.  And that's
20 what it comes right down to right now.  We have too
21 many bears and we need to reduce the population.
22                 So when we look at the way the hunt is,
23 I'm a little disappointed that we can't bait for
24 bears.  But New Jersey's a unique state.  It's
25 different than a lot of other states.  And our human
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1 population to our proximity of unhuntable land and our
2 huntable land.  These are all issues that are a
3 challenge for the Division to manage the wildlife.
4 And the only way you can manage it is to allow hunting
5 in the areas where we can hunt and, hopefully, draw
6 the wildlife to those areas to safely be harvested and
7 managed in a manner that is productive.
8                 So in order to reduce a population, we
9 need to have access to them.  In order to have access
10 to them, we need to use all the tools we can.
11                 And I encourage Council to re-evaluate
12 a lot of these decisions in the future to look at all
13 means of population reduction to get us to a safe
14 manageable level of bears.
15                 MS. RIVARD:  Nicole Rivard,
16 R-I-V-A-R-D, from Friends of Animals.  On behalf of
17 Friends of Animals, and our 10,000 New Jersey members,
18 we wanted to go on record to say it's insane to
19 reinstate a bear trophy hunt.  The definition of
20 insanity is repeating the same mistakes over and over
21 again expecting different results.
22                 New Jersey has done nothing since 2018
23 in terms of systemic nonlethal measures, such as
24 legislation prohibiting bird feeders (indiscernible)
25 or requiring residents to use bear-resistant trash
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1 cans.
2                 One new staff member for a state with
3 over nine million people is not much of an effort to
4 protect New Jersey residents.  And the education
5 campaign is just in its infant stages.
6                 The (indiscernible) slaughter as many
7 as 600 bears is an unconscionable amount of killing.
8 It's reckless and unnecessary.  The Governor
9 (indiscernible) every political decision on the latest
10 science.  But if he understood the science of black
11 bear behavior, he'd realize that killing bears will
12 not keep New Jersey residents or black bears safe.
13                 Common sense tells us killing some
14 bears won't do anything to educate the ones who
15 survive a trophy hunt not to be opportunistic feeders.
16 But you can educate residents.
17                 In New Jersey reports show that bear
18 activity actually increased in 2011 and 2014 when the
19 State allowed bear hunting.  And incidents of bears
20 getting into garbage and bird feeders essentially
21 stayed the same when bears were allowed to be hunted.
22                 We know from our work in Connecticut
23 that most so-called damage reports and break-ins were
24 preventable if humans modified their behavior and got
25 rid of the food attractants the bears were responding

Page 23

1 to.
2                 Scientific studies by your own
3 colleagues show there's actually no correlation
4 between the population of bears and bear attacks.
5 Bear-human conflict is more closely related to human
6 behavior, according to the Journal of Wildlife
7 Management.
8                 Indeed, some states with larger black
9 bear populations have fewer conflicts than the states
10 with much smaller bear populations, a study by the
11 Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies found.
12                 California, for example, which has
13 35,000 bears, reported just 259 interactions.
14                 Not to mention, researchers in other
15 states have found that hunts do not eliminate the
16 bears wildlife agencies have deemed nuisance bears.
17                 Based on 10 years of data, researchers
18 in Wisconsin concluded that bears killed by hunters
19 were not the same bears who people complained about
20 elsewhere.
21                 Fewer than 72,000 people in the State
22 of New Jersey have paid hunting license, which is less
23 than one percent of the entire population.
24                 Murphy and his plan to reinstate a
25 trophy hunt are out of step with New Jersey residents.
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1 People are feeding bears with bird feeders and trash,
2 and now hunting will bait them in the woods.  That's
3 the real emergency.  Arm bears.  Not a bear hunt.
4               MS. STANKO:  What number are you?
5               MS. RAMOS-BUSOT:  17.
6               MS. STANKO:  Okay.
7               MS. RAMOS-BUSOT:  Hi.  Good morning.  My
8 name is Anjuli Ramos-Busot.  That's A-N-J-U-L-I.  I'm
9 the New Jersey Sierra Club director.  I represent over
10 80,000 New Jerseyans and over 3.8 million members
11 nationwide.
12                 I heard some remarks.  But I just want
13 to start by just providing my thoughts on your
14 presentation as the new Commissioner.
15                 When I (indiscernible) marketing
16 campaign, because that's really what the plan is, a
17 marketing campaign, which is necessary, but not the
18 only option when you really have to educate the
19 public.  You have to go out to the communities.
20 Having (indiscernible) on YouTube, social media, which
21 we all know is really for the younger audiences.  You
22 really have to understand who you're trying to reach
23 here.  In over 5,000 views on YouTube video, it's not
24 a successful campaign.  We all understand how people
25 -- has over million viewers -- reviews.  The same
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1 thing for social media.  When you were (indiscernible)
2 commissioner or (indiscernible) that's not millions of
3 individual viewers.  That would be one person seeing
4 the same post 10 or 20 different times.  It's not
5 successful.  It's not even measured properly.
6               And I encourage, before we go into
7 (indiscernible), that you go into the actual
8 management program, focusing on the management of
9 trash.
10                 I applaud the entire (indiscernible).
11 Unfortunately, that is also not enough.  You need to
12 institute doing work in the communities, providing the
13 resources to the communities to be able to pay for the
14 trash can service against bears before you resort into
15 a bear hunt.
16                 Anyway, those were my (indiscernible)
17 presentation.  Now I'm going to read what I prepared
18 today.
19                 We believe the danger to public safety
20 (indiscernible).  The hunt needs to happen before the
21 agency could provide notice and comment.  This is
22 especially important since the public was only given
23 five days of notice with a weekend in between, and
24 there was no opportunity for virtual comment.  This is
25 today.
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1                 The New Jersey chapter recognizes that
2 there has been an increase in sightings and nuisance
3 cases in general.  However, we strongly urge Governor
4 Murphy to keep his commitment to the (indiscernible)
5 and pilot action plan before allowing the hunt of
6 bears.
7                 Additionally, New Jersey DEP's Wildlife
8 Management and (indiscernible) Initiative should be
9 conducted before resorting to a bear hunt on state
10 lands.  However, this is not (indiscernible)
11 management plan.  What it actually does is it
12 encourages residents to make complaints instead of
13 requiring them to bear proof their property.
14                 We recommend that New Jersey DEP's
15 nonlegal management plan include requirements for
16 bear-proof containers in bear country, and provide
17 financial support for municipalities to pay for them.
18                 Without this critical component New
19 Jersey will continue to have nuisance cases even with
20 the hunt.
21                 MS. LIN:  Good morning.  Doris Lin,
22 League of Humane Voters in New Jersey.  Lin is L-I-N.
23                 Governor Murphy's trophy black bear
24 hunt panders to the gun-owning lobby, endangers
25 residents, and will do nothing to prevent conflicts.
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1 For six years the Murphy administration has failed to
2 implement effective, nonlethal methods that have been
3 proven to reduce human-bear conflicts.
4                 And to get the hunt approved in time
5 for this December, the Council plans to adopt a
6 disingenuous emergency declaration to get around the
7 public notice and public comment requirements.
8                 Even the Division of Fish & Wildlife
9 admits that the bears are not biologically
10 overpopulated.  Notice how the presentation talks
11 about population increase, but never says the bears
12 are overpopulated.  Why doesn't the presentation
13 mention biologic (indiscernible) capacity?
14                 Regardless, New Jersey residents do not
15 care how many bears there are.  We care that bears are
16 coming into suburban neighborhoods.  No matter how
17 many bears there are, easy access to garbage will
18 bring them out of the woods and into our
19 neighborhoods.
20                 Another reason to control garbage is
21 that easy access to rich foods causes bears to reach
22 reproductive maturity faster and have larger liters.
23                 If food is scarce, a pregnant female
24 will resource some of the embryos and have fewer cubs
25 in the spring.
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1                 Murphy's (indiscernible) is also
2 appalling because it allows baiting, an issue that
3 others are addressing today.  Most states that allow
4 bear hunting prohibits the use of bait, including
5 Pennsylvania and New York.  By allowing baiting as an
6 easy kill, the Murphy administration will be luring
7 out-of-state hunters to New Jersey to shoot in our
8 forests.
9                 The hunters are also dangerous to
10 residents.  People are 200 times more likely to be
11 killed in a hunting accident than by a black bear.
12 Hunting fatalities in the state are so common, they
13 barely make the news, and have been ignored by the
14 Murphy administration.
15                 Do the bear complaints constitute an
16 emergency?  No.  And any hunt approved today is
17 illegal.  Complaints are unscientific and largely the
18 result of hunters and the DEP encouraging residents to
19 call every time they see a bear.
20                 If bear hunting prevented human-bear
21 conflicts, the state's only human fatality would not
22 occur in the middle of 11 continuous years of bear
23 hunts.
24                 And using emergency procedures to adopt
25 the CBBMP is disingenuous and illegal.
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1                 Furthermore, the goals of the proposed
2 CBBMP are unconstitutionally vague, as explained by
3 the Supreme Court in 2005.
4                 This Council, a majority of whom are
5 chosen by a private hunting club, cannot be believed
6 or trusted when they cry imminent peril.  They
7 approved an emergency bear hunt last year with
8 exaggerated bear population predictions when
9 complaints were down.  And then (indiscernible) this
10 year to increase complaints.
11                 The proposed CBBMP today is practically
12 identical to the one proposed last year.  They
13 campaigned this year, actually used the word
14 "campaign," to encourage the public to contact them,
15 or as they called it, impressions and clicks.
16                 The Council is even using several of
17 the same (indiscernible) and slides that they used for
18 last year's presentation.
19                 The attack happened back in May, so why
20 is the emergency happening now?  Because this is a
21 recreational trophy hunt designed to coincide with the
22 six-day deer shotgun season.  True emergencies do not
23 align with the shotgun season.
24                 MS. SACHAU:  Barbara Sachau,
25 S-A-C-H-A-U.  Okay.  This is a fake emergency.  The
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1 decisions of bears are being made by hunters and
2 farmers, and you guys represent less than .001 percent
3 of New Jersey's nine million people, and yet you keep
4 all the animal protectors in New Jersey off your
5 Council and certainly not hired by the Division.
6                 I have followed this Division for 25
7 years, and I am completely disappointed continually by
8 who you pick to be on this Commission.  You come with
9 a decision already made.  I haven't heard a farmer
10 protect wildlife for 25 years now.  They always vote
11 to kill.  They always vote to kill.  I find that
12 disgusting.  Farmers, you have to learn to live with
13 wildlife.  You have to put up fences.  You want to
14 kill a bear because it eats honey.  That's thousands
15 of years, eons of years that they've been eating
16 honey, and you want to kill them for that.  What's
17 wrong with you?  What's wrong with you?  Why can't you
18 have a balance for wildlife instead of coming here
19 with an already made decision.
20                 These bears don't have a chance with
21 you and neither does any wildlife in New Jersey.
22 Terrible.  And I find it disappointing in government
23 that government allows this to continue for 25 years.
24 It's corrupt and it's sneaky.  And I personally have
25 seen the sneakiness that goes on in this -- in this
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1 Council and Division.  You don't let the open public
2 know about what you do.  You sneak around.  And all of
3 a sudden, five days before the meeting, you call it.
4 Five days you give the public.  What kind of public
5 notice is that?  What kind of government operates in
6 such a sneaky way?
7                 And as to the incidents of bears, you
8 call -- I've seen bears climb up trees because a cat
9 is there chasing them.  I mean, they are gentle
10 creatures.  They are not grizzlies.  There is a
11 difference.  There is a complete difference.  And
12 anybody who knows bears knows that.  You try to treat
13 them as grizzlies, which they are not.
14                 And another thing, the statistics that
15 you keep are highly questionable.  Highly questionable
16 because you are all bear murderers and you keep stats.
17 What kind of system is that that sets up -- that sets
18 up --
19               MS. STANKO:  Thank you, Barbara.
20               MS. SACHAU:  -- that sets that up?
21               MS. STANKO:  May I please have numbers 21
22 through 26 line up?
23               MS. BONFIELD:  Caroline Bonfield,
24 B-O-N-F-I-E-L-D.  Good morning (indiscernible) and
25 members of the Council.  My name is Caroline Bonfield.
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1 I'm a resident of Skillman, New Jersey, and I have a
2 Master's in Animals and Public Policy.
3               I am here today to oppose the trophy
4 hunting of New Jersey's black bears.  Black bears are
5 native to New Jersey and important to our ecosystem.
6 They're also one of the most watched and photographed
7 species of American wildlife.
8                 As a lover of animals, I am proud to be
9 from a state that has helped populations of wildlife,
10 and was excited when Governor Murphy ended the annual
11 bear hunt last year.  However, this is also why I am
12 so disappointed that he is now reversing his decision.
13                 The last time New Jersey held a bear
14 hunt it was one of the worst in the country.  The
15 State allowed trophy hunters to kill mother bears with
16 their cubs, and even allowed the killing of the cubs
17 themselves.
18                 New Jersey is one of only two states to
19 allow hunters to kill cubs and (indiscernible).  Also
20 allows the practice of baiting bears so that hunters
21 can have an easy kill.
22                 Only allowed in nine other states, bear
23 baiting conditions bears to associate humans with
24 food, and, thus, draws those bears to homes,
25 businesses, and even farms.  These are exactly the
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1 situations we've been trying to prevent, yet are
2 increased when these hunts occur.
3                 And New Jersey residents do not support
4 these practices.  According to a poll conducted by the
5 Remington Research Group, 70 percent of New Jersey
6 residents oppose bear baiting.  And the January 2022
7 poll by the Humane Society of the United States found
8 that 76 percent of Americans disapprove of black bear
9 trophy hunting.
10                 The majority of New Jersey residents do
11 not want this bear hunt or the cruelty that comes with
12 it.  The best available science is clear.  Hunting
13 bears does nothing to reduce human-bear conflicts.  In
14 fact, bear hunting only leads to more conflicts,
15 especially when baiting is allowed.
16                 A report by Dr. Edward Tavvs, a
17 professor at Rutgers University, found incidents
18 between residents and bears occur both in years when
19 there's bear hunts and in years without.  Dr. Tavvs
20 found that nonviolent methods were much more
21 successful in decreasing bear complaints, and that
22 hunting is actually associated with an increase in
23 bear complaints.
24                 While the bear population in New Jersey
25 may be higher than in the past years, their numbers
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1 are not the problem.  New Jersey's bear country.  The
2 solution to New Jersey's bear problem is changing
3 human behavior; not allowing indiscriminate hunting.
4 No matter how big or small the black bear population,
5 bears, like most animals, will go where they smell
6 food.  Easy actions like changing to bear-resistant
7 trash cans or moving bird feeders can help decrease
8 encounters.
9                 If New Jersey's goal is to reduce
10 human-bear conflict, then we need to get serious about
11 bear (indiscernible) without these (indiscernible) and
12 we'll be back here year after year with bears paying
13 the ultimate price.
14                 I urge the Committee to oppose
15 reinstating the trophy hunting of New Jersey's black
16 bears.  Thank you.
17                 MR. HACKETT:  Brian Hackett,
18 H-A-C-K-E-T-T, Animal Legal Defense Fund.
19                 Gentlemen, if you approve this
20 emergency rule today, it will prove to every New
21 Jersey resident in this state that none of you are
22 serious about (indiscernible) humane and wildlife --
23 effective wildlife management in the state.
24                 The fact of the matter is -- will also
25 show that you believe, with Governor Murphy, that
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1 emergencies are contingent upon timing of midterm
2 elections because, quite frankly, you were notified a
3 day after the midterm election was over that this
4 emergency "rule" was going to be promulgated by your
5 Council.  So it's not a legitimate emergency.  It's a
6 complete sham that 99 percent of the state that
7 doesn't hunt and doesn't support hunting season for
8 what it is, that's why you have the turnout that you
9 have today, and the polling results that we have
10 today.
11                 Since it seems like your decision is
12 already made, however, I'd like to state a couple of
13 things for the record.  My colleague and I met with
14 Deputy Commissioner Lakosky (phonetic) a couple of
15 years ago.  He flat-out told us, admitted, that the
16 Division has no capability to do widespread effective
17 trash management in this state.
18                 That's pathetic and sad because that's
19 the main component needed to manage bear-human
20 conflicts in this state.
21                 With all due respect, that presentation
22 and mitigation efforts of nonlethal have been taken is
23 a total joke.  On the social media and publicity
24 component, 52,000 clicks when you have two million
25 people in bear country, and you haven't even micro
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1 targeted for ZIP codes in bear country.  That social
2 media communications campaign is a sham and wasn't
3 done properly whatsoever.
4                 Trash management not being done, as
5 admitted by the Deputy Commissioner three years ago.
6                 Third, putting a few thousand brochures
7 out at a rest stop doesn't constitute effective PR to
8 me.
9                 Lastly, if you were really serious
10 about managing human-bear conflicts, you would deal
11 with baiting.  New Jersey is an outlier on this
12 because you indiscriminately allowed baiting so
13 excessively that other (indiscernible) heavy states
14 don't do.  It's outrageous in this state.
15                 And I'd like to also state for the
16 record that you have the NJ Outdoor Alliance want to
17 kill baby cubs, which isn't even allowed in Alaska.
18 It's so extreme and ridiculous.
19                 And you have another person admitting
20 we need more baiting, which scientifically exacerbates
21 the problem.  So there's your case in point why this
22 is all a joke, and it needs to be radically different
23 change if we're going to be serious about wildlife
24 management.
25                 MS. MOLLACK:  Jean Mollack,
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1 M-O-L-L-A-C-K.
2               How much money are you getting from
3 Washington in order to bring this bear hunt back?
4 How much are they paying you?  I say -- I say that if
5 black bears were studied instead of killed, they could
6 help humans.  The Native Americans, they studied the
7 bears in their natural habitat in order to find out
8 how they heal themselves.  And sometimes they applied
9 their techniques to healing themselves.
10                 And if dogs can detect the smell of
11 cancer in human fluids, so can bears.  Their noses are
12 seven times more powerful than a bloodhound.  And that
13 -- it could lead to earlier detection of cancer.
14                 And if the bears are causing so many
15 problems, then why -- then why aren't -- aren't
16 bear-proof garbage cans and dumpsters mandatory?
17 Producing and manufacturing those devices would
18 definitely cut down on the -- on the conflicts, and it
19 would also -- it would also help the local economy
20 too.
21                 I go camping at the Delaware Recreation
22 Gap near Blairstown, and in the past several years I
23 have only seen two bears up there.  Every campground
24 up there, they have bear boxes.  And many people, they
25 want to see bears alive instead of dead.
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1                 Why -- if the bears are causing so many
2 problems, why -- why aren't -- why aren't the
3 bear-proof dumpsters mandatory and also why -- why
4 aren't the biologists who work for the Game Commission
5 doing something to lessen all the habitat enhancements
6 that keeps -- that keeps all the bears reproducing so
7 that they will have enough to hunt and sell their
8 hunting licenses?
9                 The bear hunters, they represent only
10 less than one percent of the population.  We should
11 have more say, the people who want to see them alive.
12                 MS. STANKO:  Thank you.
13                 MR. GFRORER:  Good morning.  My name is
14 John Gfrorer.  I am a taxpayer and homeowner from
15 Deptford, New Jersey.  My first name is John, J-O-H-N.
16 Last name G-F-R-O-R-E-R.  I'm here today and I oppose
17 the trophy hunt that is planned to begin December
18 12th.
19                 While I enjoyed your presentation that
20 you made earlier, I found the presentation was
21 specious, at best, in many instances.  You failed to
22 give specifics with documented outcomes based on data.
23 For instance, you talked about the damage black bears
24 do to the agricultural, yet you failed to quantify
25 what that damage is.  $50?  $500?  A million dollars?

Page 39

1                 We all know that access to garbage is a
2 major problem.  So what specifically has been done to
3 solve the issue?  According to your presentation,
4 evidently nothing, really, to date.  That was a major
5 tenet of the nonlethal measures to be taken to solve
6 the bear problem.
7                 Evidently you have these actions
8 planned in the future.  I hope you will provide
9 specifics with outcomes based on data to what you're
10 doing.
11                 You document -- you say that your
12 management or your marketing plan, actually, was very
13 successful.  Can you document that it actually changed
14 behavior?  That's the purpose of the plan, that the
15 marketing strategy changed the behavior; not hits on a
16 computer.
17                 Will baiting be allowed?  According to
18 your presentation, no.  What I don't understand, if
19 bears are so numerous and out of control in New
20 Jersey, why do you have to use bait in the first
21 place?  You should be able to walk a couple hundred
22 yards into the woods and shoot one.  As I understand,
23 they're all over the place, in all 21 counties.  Never
24 seen one in Camden County or Gloucester County until
25 one cub a couple of years ago in Wenonah near where I
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1 live.
2                 I've lived in New Jersey for 66 years,
3 so I know the die has already been cast for this
4 trophy hunt to proceed.  Over the years I have seen
5 have moronic some New Jersey politicians can be, as
6 well as the agencies.
7                 So I support the strict prohibitions on
8 taking cubs under 75 pounds.  I certainly realize that
9 the CO's who will be monitoring the hunt won't and
10 really can't enforce this measure.
11                 The gentleman up here earlier said it's
12 most impossible to gauge these things.
13                 Finally, what a coincidence this is all
14 happening after Election Day.  This travesty directly
15 reflects on the character and ethics of the Murphy
16 administration and this Council.  Thank you.
17                 MS. STANKO:  Numbers 27 through 30
18 please line up.  31.  Excuse me.  27 through 31.
19                 MR. WENGRYN:  Ed Wengryn,
20 W-E-N-G-R-Y-N, New Jersey Farm Bureau.
21                 On behalf of our members we agree with
22 the comprehensive management plan that's proposed.  We
23 have many numbers.  And you can see through the damage
24 report, the increased damage report.  Just do the
25 simple math.  Just the 84 -- over a thousand dollars
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1 -- that's $84,000 in damage to those people who
2 report.  You have a bunch of people in the
3 (indiscernible) community who are frustrated by the
4 lack of action by the Council and lack of a
5 comprehensive plan and policy by the State who quit
6 calling in and complaining.
7                 So we think the damage is higher.  The
8 livestock tax are higher.  These are the ones who are
9 (indiscernible).  You have farms who aren't used to
10 bear country and in particularly having producers in
11 other parts of the state.  As the population moves
12 through, they're learning they have to protect that
13 because they weren't used to doing it, so those things
14 aren't in the report.
15                 So we know there's a problem.  We agree
16 with the elements for not taking sows and cubs,
17 limiting the attack or limiting hunting those animals.
18                 I would say baiting is controversial.
19 You've heard it.  We agreed sometimes it works,
20 sometimes it doesn't.  But because of our limited
21 access areas for hunting, we recognize that it's a
22 tool, but we also recognize you guys are limiting that
23 tool.  That needs to be studied as this plan goes
24 forward, if it goes forward.
25                 I would say we think you're moving in
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1 the right direction.  Without a hunt the population
2 will grow.  That's plain and simple.  It will keep
3 expanding, it will keep growing.  The conflicts will
4 continue to happen in new areas of the state because
5 they move to new territory when they start to outlive
6 the territory they're in.
7                 So we think this is a balanced
8 approach.  You have it limited.  You have
9 restrictions.  I think you're managing it in the right
10 way.  Taking no action or doing no control just means
11 the population grows.  Thank you.
12                 MR. FREDE:  Good morning.  My name is
13 Edward Frede, and I'm a taxpaying private citizen who
14 resides in Collingswood in Camden County.
15                 I appreciate being provided the
16 opportunity to comment on Governor Murphy's proposal
17 to reinstate the black bear hunt in New Jersey.
18                 Members of the Fish & Wildlife Council,
19 I ask you not to seek this proposal.  Governor Murphy
20 and other proponents are reinstating the bear hunt
21 according to an increased almost 240 percent in the
22 number of human-bear incidents so far during 2022 as
23 compared to 2021 as justification for the
24 reinstatement of the hunt.  This increase is
25 (indiscernible) proponents of the bear hunt to an
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1 alleged rise in the number of bears from 1,522 bears
2 counted in 2018, the last year in which the bear hunt
3 was allowed on state lands, to 2,158 bears in 2020,
4 the last year in which the hunt was performed, to,
5 perhaps, as many as 4,000 bears today.  But no one is
6 for sure.
7                 The Division of Fish & Wildlife hasn't
8 performed a census of New Jersey's bear population
9 since 2020.
10                 A closer look at bear activity reported
11 data compiled by the Division suggests, however, that
12 the problem does not lie with bears, but rather is an
13 issue of planning, the need for wildlife education,
14 and greater financial resources extended toward the
15 problem.
16                 While the overall number of
17 bear-related incidents may have increased by 540
18 percent between 2021 and 2022, the number of incidents
19 involving garbage rose by almost 360 percent year over
20 year from 97 incidents in 2021 to 349 incidents in
21 2022.  This trend suggests that large numbers of New
22 Jerseyans are (indiscernible) as a result of either
23 the availability of (indiscernible) more domestic
24 garbage which is not being secured.
25                 I heard this morning that the DEP is
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1 working to get a program to enable the purchase of
2 more secure levels of garbage storage and disposal in
3 communities most heavily affected by bear-human
4 incidents.
5                 I would ask the Council to determine
6 whether or not such (indiscernible) are, indeed,
7 effective before moving further with the bear hunt.
8                 It is established (indiscernible)
9 biology that female bears' (indiscernible) fertility
10 cycle whereby fertilized eggs are reabsorbed unless
11 the bear is well-nourished.  The relative scarcity of
12 food is, therefore, perhaps the most effective form of
13 ursine birth control.  Thank you.
14                 MR. BRASLOW:  Thank you.  My name is
15 Alan Braslow, B-R-A-S-L-O-W.  I am a resident of
16 Cherry Hill, New Jersey.
17                 Couple of thoughts to support things
18 people have said.  I didn't hear about this hearing
19 until three days ago, which is not, in my mind, an
20 emergency.  An emergency like that is if my wife calls
21 me and tells me something is broken.  Not to go out
22 and kill bears.
23                 Experts have told us in the past five
24 years that a hunt -- a trophy hunt, call it what it
25 is, to kill black bears will not solve the problem.
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1 I'm going to say this thing over and over again.  The
2 problem is people, not the bears.  The ignorance of
3 the general population are things that they shouldn't
4 be doing like putting out garbage and leaving it out
5 there and not caring, like every other problem we seen
6 to have in this country.
7                 No-kill solutions were recommended but
8 never fully implemented.  Governor Murphy -- and I am
9 embarrassed to say I supported him and voted him as a
10 member of the Cherry Hill Democratic Committee, he
11 lied to us again.  Said there would never be a hunt
12 while he was the governor.  He didn't force you folks
13 to implement a realistic working program.  He lied,
14 and now we're stuck with the results of what you guys
15 are putting into effect.
16                 Admit that all you're doing is
17 placating trophy hunters.  Not all hunters are trophy
18 hunters.  Some people hunt for food.  That's great.  I
19 have friends who are hunters.  I don't reject their
20 option to do so.  It's their right.  But not to go out
21 and kill innocent animals because we can't get our act
22 together and educate the public so that they're not
23 feeding them garbage (indiscernible).
24                 I agree that some bears have to be put
25 down, aggressive bears.  But we have professionals
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1 that can do that.  Not the average hunter who will
2 probably shoot himself in the foot and take out three
3 pedestrians while he's at it.
4                 One last thought.  I'm involved in
5 rescue for 20, 30 years now.  I'm president of the Dog
6 Advocacy & Rescue.  I work with Pitbull Rescue.  We
7 have 50,000 supporters.  We will tell you that some
8 euthanasia always has to take place.  But there are
9 people who will say, kill all pitbulls.  There are
10 people who say kill all the bears.
11                 But when we make a decision in rescue,
12 we have professionals.  Not somebody who's in the
13 neighborhood who says, I don't like that dog it's
14 barking, or the bear was in my garbage can.  They have
15 no idea what they're doing.  That's the hunter who
16 wants to go out and get a trophy so he can mount it on
17 his wall.
18                 What you are doing is you are
19 supporting the ability for trophy hunters to go out,
20 and you're making a decision that's self-focused and
21 flawed.  And I am totally against what you're doing.
22 And if we can find a way to protest it when this takes
23 place, we'll pull out 50,000 people to come out and do
24 it.
25                 MS. O'CONNOR:  Julie O'Connor.  As a
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1 councilwoman I know that the people in my community
2 appreciate education.  Knowledge in how to live with
3 bears and other wild animals is what is needed in our
4 society; not state-sanctioned violence.
5                 There is no emergency.  There is no
6 excuse to resume bear hunting.  Everyone has noted the
7 timing of this announcement, and it's disgraceful.
8                 In fact, the number of complaints are
9 lower than some of the years where bear hunting was
10 going on.  Restarting the bear hunt in New Jersey is a
11 terrible mistake after almost two years.  Thank you.
12                 MS. JONES:  Cristina Jones.  My name is
13 Cristina Jones.  I am from Oxford, New Jersey in
14 Warren County, and I'm not a scientist, so I'm not
15 going to bore with you with a bunch of facts that
16 someone pulled off the internet.
17                 I stand here today as a woman, a
18 sister, a daughter, a wife, but most importantly as a
19 conservationist and a hunter.  Please hold your boos
20 until the end.
21                 I speak on behalf of all sportsmen and
22 sportswomen in New Jersey who could not be here today.
23 They are farmers, they are teachers, executives,
24 lawyers, doctors, nurses, business owners, and more.
25                 We applaud the tireless determination
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1 of the Game Committee, the Game Council, and my fellow
2 sportsmen and women who have pushed to see that this
3 sound science is recognized and utilized as an
4 effective and necessary wildlife management tool.
5                 Emotional and political-based
6 decisionmaking has no place when it comes to wildlife,
7 the safety of people, livestock, pets, nor the
8 protection of agricultural crops.
9                 Baiting provides a higher opportunity
10 for a clean, ethical harvest, and further assists in
11 gauging the size of the bear.
12                 I would implore Fish & Wildlife to
13 further institute check stations that are out of
14 public view to protect the privacy of hunters and to
15 enforce hunter harassment complaints, should this hunt
16 be approved.
17                 As we have yet to see a cost-effective
18 way to manage the population of these wild animals
19 without a hunt, I therefore believe it is imperative
20 that the Comprehensive Black Bear Management Plan be
21 instated and to include a yearly hunt that follows the
22 science.  Thank you.
23                 MR. EIB:  Hello, Council.  Chris Eib.
24                 MS. STANKO:  Can you please spell your
25 name?
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1                 MR. EIB:  Last name is E-I-B.
2                 Much of what I have to say was going to
3 take up way more than three minutes' allotted time, so
4 I'd like to pass out these two copies, and you can
5 read them at your leisure.  I'll leave them here.  And
6 after you're done, could someone please give one to
7 Governor Murphy, if they're going to be meeting with
8 him?
9                 I'm here in opposition to the bear
10 hunt.  I'm an animal lover all my life, and I just
11 think it's wrong.  Just like, you know, what the
12 Russians and Putin are doing to the Ukrainians.  It's
13 wrong.
14                 Don't let this happen, please.  You
15 know, based on the comments I heard earlier when I
16 first arrived, it does seem as though you already have
17 your minds made up to allow this hunt.  And, you know,
18 if that happens, it's very sad, very unfortunate.  Too
19 bad bears can't vote.
20                 But if you were a bear, what would you
21 like to happen to you?  You think just because bears
22 get into some mischief now and then it's okay to just
23 go out and wipe them out?  Isn't that what we did to
24 the Native Americans, most of them?  We wanted their
25 land, they were giving us problems, we killed them, a
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1 bunch of them, and sent the rest off to reservations.
2                 I don't know if any of you have
3 consulted with any of the tribal leaders of New
4 Jersey, but I'd be interested in hearing from them on
5 this subject.
6                 This is my very first time speaking
7 publicly, but I felt like it was for a worthy cause.
8 And I just -- you know, much of what I wanted to say
9 is here in my e-mail.  I only found out about this
10 meeting Sunday evening, and I got right to where we're
11 proposing an e-mail, which I did send to the Fish &
12 Wildlife Council's e-mail address on your website.
13 But I didn't think you would get it in time for this
14 meeting, so I delivered it personally.
15                 In closing, just, you know, please give
16 it some very serious thought because it's a very
17 important issue to a lot of people.  Thank you very
18 much.
19                 MS. STANKO:  Numbers 32 through 36,
20 please.  Numbers 32 through 36.
21                 MS. FRANK:  Alissa Frank, E-L-I-S-S-A.
22                 Good morning.  I'm Alissa Frank, the
23 New Jersey State Director for the Humane Society of
24 the United States.  On behalf of our New Jersey
25 members and supporters we vigorously oppose Governor
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1 Murphy's proposed emergency rule as unnecessary and
2 not based on sound science.
3                 Invoking an emergency rule to allow the
4 trophy hunting of 20 percent of our State's beloved
5 bear population when no emergency exists is simply
6 poor public policy, and will allow an unsustainable
7 slaughter of our State's beloved bears.
8                 The science is crystal clear.  Trophy
9 hunting bears does not reduce human-bear conflicts.
10 Sound science from around the world shows that hunting
11 bears does absolutely nothing to reduce human-bear
12 conflicts.  Contrary to the identified goal of this
13 proposal, a bear hunt could actually increase
14 conflicts, as we detail in HSUS's written comments.
15                 If this administration wants to
16 actually reduce human-bear conflicts using sound
17 science, a serious investment is needed to provide the
18 public with bear-resistant trash cans, educate the
19 public about how human behavior exacerbates conflicts,
20 and the enforcement of laws and ordinances that help
21 limit food attractants.
22                 The Humane Society would again gladly
23 extend our hand to launch a bear conflict mitigation
24 program.  This has been done in Colorado where the
25 Governor granted $1 million to be split between local
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1 communities and to find innovative solutions to reduce
2 bear conflicts.
3                 Black bears have far more value alive
4 than dead.  Black bear mothers are extremely
5 perceptive, intelligent, caring, and infinitely
6 patient in raising their cubs for extended periods,
7 which ranges from 15 to 24 months.
8                 Bears are an important umbrella species
9 who increase the biodiversity of their forest
10 ecosystems.  Black bears disperse seeds across vast
11 distances, even more seeds than birds, and they
12 recycle carrion.  And bears are one of the most
13 watched and photographed of America's wildlife.
14                 The only solutions that will actually
15 work involve changing people's behaviors, as many
16 people said; not killing bears.
17                 All states allow trophy hunting seasons
18 of black bears still experience human-bear conflicts.
19 In contrast, the areas that have invested in and
20 utilized tools, like bear-resistant trash cans, have
21 seen real progress.
22                 New Jersey must do the same.  Thank you
23 so much for the opportunity to comment.
24                 MS. BATSON:  Good morning.  My name is
25 Annette Batson, B-A-T-S-O-N.  I'm a resident of
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1 Montclair, New Jersey where we do have bears and they
2 are celebrated and loved.  I am here to oppose the
3 bear hunt.  It is a (indiscernible) response to a
4 (indiscernible) problem.  I support nonlethal methods
5 of managing bears.  And I'm a little upset here to see
6 that the balance of lives of bears fall in the hands
7 of 13 people in front of me.  I question, where is the
8 democracy?  Because the people that spoke today,
9 (indiscernible) 20 people, 22 people, including more
10 that have spoken to oppose the hunt and only five in
11 favor of the hunt.
12                 Most people in New Jersey are not
13 hunters.  Most people are animal supporters.  One
14 person came up here and said that the emotional
15 response is not violence.  Well, the emotional
16 response is coming from your constituency, your
17 hunters that are seeking that adrenaline rush.
18                 If this was truly a management program,
19 you would hire skilled hunters.  You would not allow
20 hunters with no experience who could perhaps kill a
21 cub or would not recognize the right animal that falls
22 within your categories to take charge of this.  This
23 is a willy-nilly trophy hunting experience.  Not a
24 management practice.
25                 And I question your presentation.  As
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1 everyone has said what I wanted to say already, but I
2 just want to say for the record, there's no imminent
3 peril.  It's fabricated.  There's no emergency here.
4 Your statistics of 237 percent increase in conflicts
5 of what was it?  Nuisance reports.  Well, how are they
6 reported?  What constitutes a nuisance?  If I see a
7 bear at my kitchen window, is that a nuisance and then
8 it goes away?
9                 Confrontation.  How is that defined?
10 How is that reported?  You know, these -- we don't
11 have that information, and my suspicion is that
12 everything -- every single phone call that comes in is
13 ticked off on a box when the danger is really not
14 present.
15                 Again -- and then also, again, a lot of
16 people come from sports clubs.  Well, bear management
17 is not a sport.  It's a science, and it should have
18 compassion -- a component of compassion and
19 existential understanding of coexistence peacefully on
20 our planet.
21                 We are in a new era.  Did Covid not
22 open anyone's eyes that we have screwed this planet
23 over in our eccentric way of conducting business in
24 our lives?  What kind of a legacy do you all want to
25 live and tell your grandchildren that you --
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1                 MS. STANKO:  Thank you.
2                 MS. SACKS:  Hi.  My name is Karen
3 Sacks, and I'm speaking today as a resident and a
4 taxpayer of New Jersey who felt compelled -- let me
5 get my glasses -- to come speak when I heard about the
6 black bear trophy hunt being reinstated.
7                 Having educated myself on this issue, I
8 am truly horrified that, despite the array of human
9 options available, we are considering the option
10 instead the cruel and completely unnecessary slaughter
11 of innocent wildlife.
12                 And I have to say, I particularly take
13 issue with the hunter who came up here talking about
14 pulling statistics off the internet.  Facts are facts.
15 And it's called educating yourself.  And I actually
16 take issue with hunters coming up here and making a
17 policy (indiscernible) simply because they like to
18 hunt.
19                 Seventy-six percent of Americans
20 disapprove of black bear trophy hunting.  I'm sure if
21 others educated themselves on the issues as I have,
22 that percentage would be even higher.
23                 First, as many speakers already said
24 here today, the attempt to show this as an emergency
25 that bear and human interactions are at a crisis stage
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1 is disingenuous.  Millions of human-bear interactions
2 occur each year without injury to people.  When you
3 have to refer to a bear incident that took place in
4 Vermont, as we just heard, to make a point, there's
5 certainly an issue and your argument is weak.
6                 Even if this were to be an issue, bear
7 (indiscernible) programs have been proven to be very
8 effective in other states when actually implemented.
9 Bears' encroachment attracted to human food sources.
10 These plans teach people to make their environment
11 bear resistant and less attractive to bears, including
12 use of bear-resistant trash cans and eliminating bird
13 feeders.
14                 We humans are the ones who have
15 encroached on bears' habitats and then unknowingly
16 lure them to our homes and backyards with human food
17 sources.
18                 Education, not inhumane slaughter, is
19 the answer.  It is our responsibility to try first to
20 peacefully coexist with wildlife.  Successful programs
21 in other states have proved we can.
22                 Bears are intelligent, family-oriented,
23 and provide substantial benefits to our ecosystem and
24 economy.  Mothers and cubs form strong bonds.  Bears
25 help disperse seeds and fruits across vast distances.
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1 They break up logs while rubbing (indiscernible).  The
2 decomposition process return vital nutrients to the
3 soil.
4                 The bottom line here is bear hunts are
5 unnecessary, inhumane, horrific, and devastating.  The
6 bear hunt goes against everything that I try to
7 emulate and teach my children about living with a
8 passion and practicing humane treatment of others.
9 Lessons, I think, are more important now than ever.
10                 It honestly sickens me that this is
11 even up for consideration in my state.  Starting with
12 my testimony today, I'm doing everything in my power
13 to educate my fellow citizens on the cruelty being
14 proposed here today, particularly (indiscernible).
15                 Thank you.
16                 MS. VANCHO:  Yeah.  What she said.
17 Laura Vancho, L-A-U-R-A  V-A-N-C-H-O.  New Jersey
18 resident, Maple Shade Township.  I wish I had prepared
19 some words for today.  I really just wanted to, since
20 I'm here, go on record to oppose the bear hunt.  I
21 think others have spoken before me much more eloquent
22 than I can at this point in time.
23                 But hunting does not minimize
24 bear-human interactions.  The human interaction part
25 of it, the human behavior part of it, needs to be
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1 studied more and more efforts made in that aspect, I
2 think.  The interactions that do occur, if we could
3 correct that data to show which ones were because of
4 human behavior and which ones were really aggressive
5 bears or problem bears, I think that would be just a
6 more useful statistic.  I'm guessing a lot of times
7 it's the humans not willing to, you know, take care of
8 their garbage, restrict their containers, bird
9 feeders, things like that, just humans being stupid
10 and the bears end up paying.
11                 So please don't let the bear hunt be
12 reinstated.  Again, I agree with, I don't see an
13 emergency.  And just hoping that we can find the right
14 balance for New Jersey.  I think we can peacefully
15 coexist with our native -- especially our native
16 wildlife and our natural resources.  We just have to
17 make the honest effort and care.
18                 So thank you for the time.
19                 MS. SEACOR:  Seacor, S-E-A-C-O-R.
20                 MS. STANKO:  Renee is her first name.
21                 MS. SEACOR:  Sorry.  Fish & Game
22 Council, my name is Renee Seacor, and I'm the
23 carnivore conservation advocate for an organization
24 called Project Bay Leaf (phonetic).
25                 I speak to you today on behalf on
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1 Project Bay Leaf (phonetic) New Jersey members and
2 supporters in strong opposition to this emergency
3 proposal to reinstate the black bear hunt in New
4 Jersey.  I'd like to (indiscernible) that this
5 decision was announced just five days ago, giving
6 residents who care very deeply about this issue,
7 including many of our member supporters, little or no
8 time to respond.  And the Council has provided no
9 means for virtual participation today or written
10 comments, which only further limits public
11 participation.
12                 On top of this rushed and undemocratic
13 process, this is an unscientific and unethical act.
14 The science tells us that bear populations are
15 self-regulating without any need for hunting to
16 achieve natural densities.  Bear populations are
17 regulated by bears' slow life history, slow
18 reproduction, low-cost survival, and food supply.
19 Bears are benefactors to nature, members of our
20 multi-species community, contribute to resilient
21 environments, and deserve our protection rather than
22 persecution.
23                 They contribute community benefits
24 through their top-down regulatory (indiscernible)
25 systems.
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1                 New Jersey needs to resolve human-bear
2 conflicts using sound science and proactive nonlethal
3 management strategies that educate humans on how to
4 adopt bear (indiscernible) behaviors.
5                 Increased bear sightings and nuisance
6 complaints are not an emergency, and there's no reason
7 to invoke trophy hunt.  They result in poor human
8 behavior likely due to lack of public education on how
9 to remove attractants and bear-proof properties.
10                 More than a dozen peer-reviewed studies
11 indicate that killing bears does not resolve
12 human-bear conflicts.  Instead nonlethal proactive
13 coexistence measures should be prioritized.
14                 I am not alone -- I am not alone in
15 opposition to this proposal, and public polling has
16 found that 76 percent of Americans disapprove of black
17 bear hunting.
18                 Most people, including New Jersey
19 voters, enjoy photographing and viewing bears.  While
20 less than one percent of New Jersey residents hunt,
21 and there are even fewer who hunt bears.
22                 You should holistically consider
23 science, ethics, and the broader public interest in
24 protection and coexistence rather than killing.
25 Please do not allow this undemocratic, unscientific,
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1 and unethical proposal to go through.  Thank you.
2                 MS. STANKO:  37 and 38 come up.
3                 MS. SHADIX:  First name Katrina,
4 K-A-T-R-I-N-A, last name is Shadix, S-H-A-D-I-X.
5 Katrina Shadix.  I'm here representing a coalition of
6 hunters and fishermen from Florida.  I'm a gun owner
7 and I grew up with a family of hunters and fishermen.
8 We ate the deer that my uncles and cousins killed
9 every year.  I actually reloaded the shotgun shells
10 for the guns that they used to kill the deer.
11                 But I'm here to say that all of us
12 (indiscernible) find this hunt put on by New Jersey
13 and the people that you allow to kill the bears
14 absolutely a disgrace to the hunting community.  And I
15 want you to note right now, when they do allow these
16 state-sanctioned animal cruelty events, this isn't
17 hunting.  This is animal cruelty.  Your hunters -- not
18 that they break the rules, they take their trucks into
19 state parks, and you know this, because I've reported
20 it in the past couple of years, we've had plenty of
21 hunters taking their trucks into your state parks when
22 they're supposed to walk in to kill the bears.
23                 They also hunt after dark.  I also
24 reported that.  And I think a couple of them were
25 fined.
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1                 And then one very disturbing thing they
2 did was shoot a young bear.  And they cornered that
3 bear.  While the bear was crying and moaning in pain,
4 they taunted the bear and laughed at the bear and
5 videotaped themselves.  That is animal cruelty.
6 That's not hunting.
7                 What you will allow will not help
8 human-bear interactions.  And what will is helping
9 your citizens secure their trash.  I'm also the
10 executive director of Bear Warriors United.  It's an
11 organization that helps people all over Florida and
12 the United States remove attractants, secure their
13 trash, and peacefully coexist with bears.  I've given
14 out over 20,000 bear straps for free.  This has cost
15 me about $60,000, but it has saved over $1.4 million
16 of taxpayers, and it saved that money from the
17 governments having to buy bear-proof trash cans for
18 people.
19                 However, we also do two -- we've done
20 two fundraising events where we raise enough money to
21 subsidize the cost of bear-proof trash cans.  And we
22 just did our last one.  It was a 5K.  It's called the
23 Black Bear Run 5K.  And we offer bear-proof trash cans
24 for $175 instead of the $250.
25                 So me, this one little person with one
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1 tiny little organization, can help so many people
2 peacefully coexist with bears and secure their trash,
3 imagine what the State of New Jersey can do?
4                 And for one thing, you don't have a
5 bear problem; you have a people problem.  There's 9.7
6 million people in New Jersey; is that right?  Only
7 3,000 to 4,000 bears.  We can see where the
8 overpopulation problem is.  We have a half a million
9 illegal immigrants.  They're given safe sanctuary in
10 the State of New Jersey, but the 3,000 native bears
11 are up for death.  That's unacceptable.  Change your
12 ways.
13                 MS. BLACKNER:  Hello.  My name is
14 Leslie Blackner, B-L-A-C-K-N-E-R.  I came up to New
15 Jersey with Ms. Shadix, the prior speaker, last
16 Thursday.  We were here to meet with our bear
17 conservation buddies.  It just so happened we heard
18 about this emergency hunt, which appears to be a sneak
19 attack.  And so we decided to stay and come to this
20 public hearing.
21                 Last year we were up here to celebrate
22 the fact that you didn't have a hunt.  And we all got
23 our picture taken in front of the billboard thanking
24 Governor Murphy for not having the hunt.  But he's not
25 a man of his word.  He is not to be trusted.  I would
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1 never vote for him in any election, should he run for
2 nationwide office.
3                 Down in Florida we had a hunt in 2015
4 that brought out public opinion in raging opposition
5 to bear hunts in Florida.  We have about the same
6 number of bears in Florida, and bears are a beloved
7 part of our state.  Thanks to people like Ms. Shadix,
8 we don't have any bear complaints anymore.  People are
9 learning to coexist with bears down in Florida.  They
10 are securing their trash -- their trash.  It's not too
11 much to ask.  It's a very small thing to do, to know
12 that the original inhabitants have a peaceful life.
13                 So the political battle in Florida has
14 been won for the bears, and I think that's in large
15 part because of our FWC is directly appointed by the
16 governor, and we don't have this canned group sitting
17 in our FWC.  They're directly accountable to the
18 governor, and the governor hears the anger of
19 Floridians when something so heinous as a bear hunt is
20 even put on the table.  And (indiscernible) in Florida
21 anymore, even though it's a totally red state and have
22 a population that's packing heat 24/7.  We respect our
23 bears down there.
24                 I just want to say that the prior
25 speakers are right.  The problem isn't the bears.
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1 It's the people.  You need to secure the trash.
2 There's cheap ways to do it.  We need to educate the
3 people.  You can put flyers in their utility bills.
4 It can be done.  It's not that hard.  It's not that
5 expensive.  But there has to be a commission.
6                 I finally will say that killing is not
7 a conservation.  So don't say that this is some sort
8 of conservation tool.  It is not.  Thank you.
9                 MR. HUSS:  Nicholas Huss, Somerset, New
10 Jersey.
11                 Good morning, Council.  I'm here today
12 to oppose this horrific bear hunt.  I could spend the
13 next three minutes going tit-for-tat back and forth
14 with you about all the flaws that is being used to
15 come to the conclusion of kill, kill, kill.  For every
16 reason you give to the public, there's always a
17 counter argument that will make just as much sense, if
18 not more.
19                 But let's take the focus off of that
20 and put it on something else that's far more
21 bulletproof.  These bears are innocent, sentient
22 beings who want to live just as much as we do.  These
23 bears feel pain and suffering just like we do.  All of
24 them have the ability to feel the inverse effect,
25 which is joy, happiness, and make connection to their



(856) 232-7400
Degnan & Bateman Court Reporting

Pages 66 to 68

Page 66

1 friends and family.
2                 I spent my whole life talking to
3 people, and 99 percent of them follow what is known as
4 The Golden Rule.  This states, "Do onto others as you
5 would have them do onto you."
6                 Is it safe to say that all of you live
7 your life according to this guideline?  Yes?  If the
8 answer is yes, then I would like to know, why would
9 you want to take their life when you're not okay with
10 someone taking your life?  Why would you want to
11 punish someone for doing the same thing that you're
12 doing?  You get up looking for food just like a bear
13 gets up looking for food.  And the only difference is,
14 at the end of the day, their life will no longer be
15 their own.
16                 With all the technology that man has
17 discovered during human civilization, it is shameful
18 and disgusting that you feel the need to go back to
19 the beginning of time and take the path that involves
20 the least amount of IQ.  Given the fact that everyone
21 in this room today has more (indiscernible), this is
22 even more of a reason to do the right thing and call
23 this shameful act of violence off.
24                 If your husbands, wives, and kids were
25 all out there being picked off one-by-one, forced to
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1 suffer with a bullet or a bow in them as they die a
2 slow, agonizing death, I'm pretty sure you would be
3 standing right here with me today, outrageous as all
4 hell, demanding justice for what is about to happen.
5                 It's really easy to pull the trigger
6 when you're not the one being shot.  It's really easy
7 to turn the other cheek when all of you can go home to
8 your family at night and live to fight another day.
9                 You're not the victim here.  They're
10 the victims.  They are the ones who have to suffer.
11 Their babies are the ones who have to suffer.  Their
12 significant other, their friends are the ones who have
13 to mourn the loss, not you.
14                 So, please, before you dismiss any of
15 us here today, I ask you to look at this from the
16 victims' perspective.  See it through their eyes, and
17 then tell me if you would want this done to you.
18 Thank you.
19                 MS. STANKO:  Anyone else?  Public
20 comment.  Now is your chance.  Going once.  No further
21 comments?  Thank you.
22               CHAIRMAN VIRGILIO:  That closes our
23 comment period for this particular topic.
24               (End of public discussion.)
25                          - - -
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1                C E R T I F I C A T I O N
2 STATE OF NEW JERSEY
3 COUNTY OF CAMDEN
4
5             I, Cindy Pineiro, a Certified Shorthand
6 Reporter and Notary public of the State of New Jersey,
7 do hereby certify that I reported the public comment
8 in the above-captioned matter; that the foregoing is a
9 true and correct transcript of the stenographic notes
10 of testimony taken by me in the above-captioned
11 matter.
12             I further certify that I am not an attorney
13 or counsel for any of the parties, nor a relative or
14 employee of any attorney or counsel connected with the
15 action, nor financially interested in the action.
16
17
18
19                          _________________________
20                 Cindy Pineiro, CSR #30XI00181500
21                 Notary Public #50010742 Exp. 2/24/25
22
23 Dated:  November 15, 2022
24
25
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