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Subchapter 9, Emergency Acquisition of Development Easements, 
was adopted as R.1989 d.214, effective April17, 1989. See: 21 N.J.R. 
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SUBCHAPTER 1. AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AREAS 

2:76-1.1 Applicability 
This subchapter applies to County Agriculture Develop­

ment Boards and Subregional Agricultural Retention 

2:76-1.3 

Boards when identifying and recelVlng State Agriculture 
Development Committee certification for agricultural devel­
opment areas. 

2:76-1.2 Definitions 

As used in this subchapter, the following words and terms 
shall have the following meanings: 

"Agricultural Development Area", hereinafter referred to 
as ADA, means an area identified by a county agriculture 
development board pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
4:1C-18 and certified by the State Agriculture Development 
Committee. 

"Board" means a county agriculture development board 
established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-14 or a subregional 
agricultural retention board established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
4:1C-17. 

"Committee" means the State Agriculture Development 
Committee established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-4. 

Amended by R.1984 d.274, effective July 2, 1984. 
See: 16 N.J.R. 947(a), 16 N.J.R. 1714(a). 

Amendments to definitions. 

2:76-1.3 Statutory criteria 

(a) The board may, after public hearing, identify and 
recommend an area as an agricultural development area, 
which recommendation shall be forwarded to the county 
planning board. The board shall document where agricul­
ture shall be the preferred, but not necessarily the exclusive, 
use of land if that area: 
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1. Provide legal or other advice to the parties in a 
mediation proceeding, or offer or deliver services, other 
than mediation services on any issue raised in the media­
tion session; 

2. Solicit or accept from any person or entity, either 
directly or indirectly, anything of value; 

3. Disclose confidential information gained as a result 
of his or her service as a mediator, except upon agree­
ment with the parties and the Committee; 

4. Use information gained as a result of his or her 
service as a mediator in any way which could result in the 
receipt of anything of value by the mediator or any person 
or organization with which the mediator is associated; and 

5. Use or attempt to use his or her position as a 
mediator to gain unlawful benefits, advantages or privi­
leges for himself or herself, or for others. 

(g) A mediator shall disclose to the Committee, and to 
the parties to a mediation session, every potential conflict of 
interest and every other matter which may affect the media­
tor's ability to act in a fair, diligent and impartial manner 
during the proceeding. A mediator shall withdraw from the 
proceeding if the mediator is unable to act in a fair and 
impartial manner. 

(h) Interim and final agreements of the parties, if any, 
shall be reduced to writing and placed on a form provided 
by the Committee. The mediator shall assist in the prepara­
tion of the written agreement. The mediator shall forward 
the original, executed agreement to the Committee and it is 
the responsibility of the Committee to distribute copies of 
the agreements to all parties to the mediation. 

(i) If an agreement is not reached, the mediator shall 
prepare a Notice of Termination of Mediation, on a form 
provided by the Committee, and have it executed by all 
parties. The mediator shall forward the Notice of Termi­
nation to the Committee and it is the responsibility of the 
Committee to distribute copies of the Notice of Termination 
to all parties to the mediation. 

(j) Agreements may provide for continued mediation at a 
future date. The parties to a mediation proceeding are 
solely responsible for any agreement reached, and for the 
enforcement of any agreement. An agreement is subject to 
applicable laws and court orders, and is subject to the 
exercise of rights by persons not parties to the agreement. 
All agreements requiring acceptance by a party not partici­
pating in the process shall be considered tentative, non­
binding agreements until such acceptance has been ob­
tained. 

2:76--18.9 Mediator and disputant withdrawal 

(a) Any party shall have the right, upon written request, 
to direct the Committee to select a different mediator prior 
to the initial mediation meeting. 

2:76 App. A 

(b) Upon written agreement by the parties and the Com­
mittee, the mediation proceedings shall continue with a new 
mediator. 

(c) In the case of a mediation with multiple disputants, a 
mediation session shall continue if one or more parties 
withdraw, upon agreement by the remaining parties. 

(d) A party or a mediator may withdraw from mediation 
at any time. The party or mediator shall notify the Commit­
tee of his or her withdrawal and set forth the reasons for 
same. 

2:76-18.10 Annual renewal of mediator certification 

(a) The Committee shall annually review and renew the 
certificates of certified mediators to insure satisfactory per­
formance of mediation responsibilities by June 30th of each 
year. 

1. In order to have his or her certification renewed, a 
certified mediator, if assigned a case(s) during the fiscal 
year, must have satisfied the requirements of this sub­
chapter. 

2. If a certified agricultural mediator has not been 
assigned a case(s) during the fiscal year, his or her 
certification shall be renewed. 

(b) The Committee shall schedule trammg courses as 
necessary to maintain a list of certified mediators to satisfy 
the requests for services. 

APPENDIX A 

SUMMARY OF SALIENT FACTS 

AND IMPORTANT CONCLUSIONS 
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DATE OF VALUATION 

ESTIMATE OF PROPERTY VALUE 
"BEFORE": 

ESTIMATE OF PROPERTY VALUE 
"AFTER": 

ESTIMATE OF DEVELOPMENT 
EASEMENT VALUE: 

PER 
ACRE TOTAL 
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