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LSIWUi'ID Ul<'FlCL\L CUPY REPHl:\'TJ 
ASSEMBLY CU:\L1\l1'l"l'l~l<J FOR 

(I) 

ASSEMJLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS 
Nos. 175, 177 and 178 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
ADOP'.l'Im JUNE 24, l!J74 

'[A CoN0ummN'l' ltm'<.JLUTlON proposing to :1111t,11il Artic1" VliT, 
Rcctio:1 T, pn rn.grnph 4, and adding parngraplrn !i .111cl fi l"or ho1ne-

stoad ~-ix rebates or credits and pennitt.iug· tlJ,, LP.gi~lalnn\ to 
· enact iaws regulating loeal tax abatement.]* 

*A. CONCURllENT HJi,',','OLU'l'lON proposin,11 lo ,1men.rl ArticlP 
Vhl, Sect-ion T, pamprnph 4, and addin_q a 1mrn,17ra}'1h !i to pro-
,,.:de a h.0111.csleod toy 1·ebntc or credit and a. 11arnprnph Ii pl'-r:m.it-

t-in.11 tlrn Leqislafure lo enact laws re_qulatiup lo1:al I 11,r almtc111.enl. * 

1 BR r'l' 1msor,v1m by tlu; Ooncml Assmnbly of the Rtnfn of Vew 
2 .Jersey (the Smwtn 1:nncnrrin.11): 

1 L 'l'l•o following propos<·<l mncncl11wnt of Uw Const.itntion of 
2 New .Tffs<>y is hn1·ehy agrC'e<l f(): 
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PHOPOSRIJ A MgN 1>.M: J<:NT 

A,u-~nd Artiele VJ 11, Section], paragraph 4 of 11w Const.it.ution 

and aJcl paragraphs [> and 6 ns follows: 
4. The LegislaLlHP 111ny, frorn time to time, 1)1iact laws granting 

·-:n ammal 1leduct:io11 f'rom t.111, a11101111t. of auy t.nx bill for t.axe0 011 
. !.he rPal prop1)rly of any 1·ili,,1•11 a11d r1•sid,·11t or t.l1is Nt.ali, ol' t.111, aµ:1). 
ol' (i:, or 111on• ~·<·ars, or,,,,.,, t"ili::,:11 ,,11,I n·si,frul of th-is 8/11/i:: /,.ss 
fha·n (j!i ycnrs o/ ,,_,,,. 11,ho is JH'r1111111.c11fl-,11 (I/Id /of,,/ly diso/1l11l •11:-

co,·d·inp to the 11ro1'isiu11.s o/ the Ji'l'dcrol Social Scm.1.rity Act, rc-
skling· in a dwelling house owuod hy l.ii111 w]1ich is a constituent part 
of sue:·, real propPrty lmt no such deduction s\1nll be in exccs_s of 
$1.6.:.0C and snch deduction sliall be rcstrieted t.o owners having 
an i·wome not .in excess of $5,000.00 per year exclusive of benefitSJ 

m11.ler any one of tho foIIowing: 
a. The J.i'cderal Social Security Act and all amendments aud 

supplenients thereto ; 
EXPLANATION-Matter enclosed in bold~faced brackets [thus] in the aboVe bill 

· is not enacted and is intended ·to he omiued in the law. 



18 b. Any othor program of il1l' FPlkrnl (1pvpn1111l'Jli. or pnrnw:rnt 

19 tc ,my other I<'P<leral lnw wliieli pn,,·ides hl'lll'lils in whole or iu 
20 part ;_n Jien of hPnefi1s reforre<l 1o in, or f9r per,,011s excluded fro!!, 
21 con•rng<' nndl·r, n. !1ereof i11cludi11g h11t 1101 Iirnit,•d to the Federal 

22 H,ailroad l{et.ire111cnt .Act .a11d F~~deral pe11sirn1, diE,:ability and re-
23 tiremen~ programs; or 
24 c. Pm1~io11, disability or n•1i·r,•111L•11I prngran1s -of any s1.ate or 
2G it.s po!:t.i<"nl s11bdi,·isio11s, or agt•nl'i1·s I l1l'rnof, for pernons llol; 
:ir; C)\'(•l'l'i, lllld(•]' n. ill•l'(•()I'; 
:Ji pr,n·itlud, 11011·<•1·,•r, ll1nl 111,: 1oi:il :1i110111;I. ol' h1•1i,,f'its lo bo 1illowlxl 

:l8 c:,::ilu•sion b.r·auy 011·m•r 1111dl'r h. or c.. liereof slmll not be in excess 
2\J of tho maxi11111m a11101.llll. of iwlll•li1s pnyablu to, and a11owable for 

:~o oxclusioll by, ai1 owuer in· si111i In r circ1.1mstm1ccs 1rnJer a. hereof. 
30A "The snr·1;ivin.11 spouse of 11 17ec~ascrl citizen wul rnsident of this 
:.ion State who dnr-inq his or her l-i.fe n:('(·irerl 11. rnol 7no1w-rl.!J fax rlednc-
:mo lion /ill'·su,111/ to this 1111ror1ro11!1 s/11dl be enlif!,,r/. so /011_r1 11.s he or 
;l()n she sho./.. rc·m.rr-i·n 1111111,11·rric1l 11nr/. n. -resident ·in the sa·me d11.,ellii-; . .-:, 

:_;()i, hoiise w·i~h rnspl'ni lo 1pfi-ic/i s11,i,1l cler/ndion was ,11rant.cd, to the 

,lOF sa.mP, ,leductirm. upon the s11mc com/it-ions, -wi.tl;. 1·es1ic1:t to the sa.1nc 

,lOa real »J1·opcr/.y, not-wit.hsta·111lin,11 /hut .rnir/ s1.1n,iri'llfl spo11se ·is 11ndcr 
:wn th:.: 11,17e of (iii ll'i!rl ·is 11.0/ JWl')!l()j'/,(")i,//_11 ()/Ir/ /.0/11/1.'I 1/is11/1/ed. /i/'l//'idcd 

:m.r /.':11/ s11irl 8111'1'i1·iu_q S/101/S(' ·is r,,; .'/<'(1)'8 of Ul/1' (//' olrll'r. 

ill Any S'.Jch clP<111ctio11 wlwn NO gr:1111,•<l by l:1w sl1:1ll lw gra11lnl1 No 

32 that it will not ho ill n,l<li1ion to n11)· o1lwr 1lP<l1wlion or nxmnp1-.ion 
38 to wl1ich thr Rnid citizen nncl rcsi,lont ma.y he (•111.i lk1l, ''[c:1.:ce1;t ;'or 
34 any horncstearl re/)()tc or c?"Cd·it provirlr.d by law]'' */mt said cit-izen 
,l4A a111/ rc,iden/. m11y rceei1,r in 11r/rZilio11, 1/Jl.;I/ hom,•s/.r-arl rebate or 
;15 crl'dif. 1J101,ider/ 7,,11 /1u1·.'' 'rhl' 81afo Niinll :111u11all.1· rni111hurno each 

,lG taxi'!"g district in a11 amo1m I: cq1tn.l to ono-l1a.U of th,: tax loss to tho 

:::7 Jist.riet rosnlti11µ: l'rn111 1111' a]l01rn11e1• ol' i.nx d1•d11C'f.io11s p11rsm1nt to 

::)7 A this !lflragrnph. 
:JH :i. '!']](: L<•gi.sln.i.111·,. "'"[slinll]'" :,·11u1._11"" adopt a ho111estcad 

:m s::ainte which 1•111.ilks _l111rn,·011·11(•1·,, n•siil(•11lial t.,,11nnts nnd 11e.t 

40 lease resirl1•11tinJ 1(•1rn111s 1o a r<'lrn1,, or a(·.r1•dit of H sun1 of mo11l'y 

41 rl'ln!ed 1o propcr1 .. 1· h1xcs pni,1 i>y ill' allocable to U11•111 ""[at a·rn:.c 

42 1101. less thm1 ,i'.1;. 11or 11101·1, tli:111 10'/· of hous1•ho!,l income. 'l'lw 

111n_r(' dr•fi110 '' ho11schold income'' 

+4 "'[:i11dT' "rc1il. <•.011si.il.u!.i11g prop,,rl.1· htxl:N" "1mrl "elaimant", 
44.t m11/ '1,11:i., /i:111.if. I/ii' total rr/}(//e 01: r:n·,iil lo 11:lric/; ii l'lain1111if -is cn-

,1-111 li//1·,/.·;]·'" "'u/ .s11,·/1 rnlr•s. 11111/ sr,/1,ii·,-/ In .,111'11 /i)))its, 11., /IIU?J /Ji' 

:I-~,· :ur<11·i,:ed IJ_r/ /1111,:· ·' 

45 G. 'l'lw Lugislatnrn 111:iy e11ncl g<'ll('l'al lawN 111Hfor which 11nmici-



3 

46 palities may adopt ordinances granting exemptions or abatements 
47 from taxatkn on **[improvements to]** buildings and structures 
48 in areas declared in need of · rehabilitation in accordance with 
49 statutory .critm,ia, within such municipalities and to the land com~ 
50 prising the :premises upon which such buildings or strudunis are 
5'1 erected and which is necessaty for the fair enjoyment thereof. Such 
52 exemptions sh;:ul be for limited periods of time as specified bylaw, 
53 but not in e~ruess of 5 years**[, shall not be in excess of the addi-
54 tional value :.:>f the real property resulting from the improvement, 
55 and may b,~ limited according to the nature and extent of the 
56 improven:.ent]**. 

1 2. When this proposed amendment to the Constitution is finally 
2 agreed to, pursuant to Article IX, paragraph 1 of the Constitution, 
3 it shall be submitted to the people at the next general f.lection 
4 occurring morn than 3_ months after such final agreement and shall 
5 be publishe1. at least once in at leas~ one newspaper of each 
6 county designated by the President· of the Senate and the 
7 Speaker of the General Assembly and the Secretary of State not 
8 less than -3 months prior to said general election. 
1 3. This proposed amendment to the Constitution. shall be sub-
2 mitted to the people at said general election in the following man-
3 ner and form: 
4 There shat! be printed on each official ballot to be used at stioh 
5 general elecf.on, the following : 
6 _ 1. In eve:ry municipality in which voting machines are not used, 
7 a legend w:'Jich shall immediately precede the question as follows: . . 
8 If you favor the proposition printed below make a cross ( X), 
9 plus(+) or check (V) in the square opposite the worii ''Yes." 

10 If you are opposed thereto make a cross ( X), plus_ ( +) or 
11 check (V) in the square opposite the word "No." 
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12 2. In every municipality the following question: 

.. 
< 

., 
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMEN Di.\-1 ,1•:N T B.ELA'.,'ING 
TO *[CERTAIN DISABLED P.imsoNs, To]* 
SENIOR CITIZENS, HOMESTEAD REBATES 

on C1mnrrs AND * Property* TAX 
ABATgMFJNT 

*[Slttall the amendment to Article VIII, 
yes. Section I of tlie Constitution, agreed to 

by the Legislature permitting property 
tax deductions for certain disaUed per-
s0ns, permitting senior cifo::e:is to re-
ceive a homestead tax rebate or credit 
regardless · of any other deduction or 

. exemption, providing a homestead re-

I 
bate or credit to home owners and 

_. residential tenants and authorizing the 
-~--- ·• Legislature to enact general laws. rela-

, 

I 
·No. 

I 
I 

tive to tax abatement in certain m-
stances, be adopted?]* 

*Shall the amendment to Article VIII, 
Section l of the Constitution, agreecl to 
by the Le,qislature, extending th~ Senior 
Citizen pi·operty tax ded1tction, permit-
ting Senior Citizens to receive a home-
stead tax rebate or credit in additio·n to 
a.ny other deduction or exemption, pro-
viding a homestea,d rebate or c'redit to 
home owners and residential tenants and 
authorizing the Legislature to enact ,qen-
eral laws relative to property tax abate-
ment in certain instances,. be adopted?* 



ASSEMBLYMAN WALTER E. FORAN (Acting Chairman): 
This is a public hearing on the Assembly Cornmictee Sub-
stitute for Assembly Concurrent Resolutions 175, 177, 
and 178. 

' I 

My name is Walter E. Foran, Assemblyman from 
District 14, and. in the absence of the Chairman of the 

l 'i 

Cammi ttee, . I ha\·e been asked to conduct this hearing. 
Before f.roceeding, I would like to point out that 

the proposed constitutional amendment we are q:,nsidering 
today has been ·the subject of a previous hearing, but. 
since that time, :i.t has been amended. Thus, it i.s necessary 
to conduct a further public hearing if we are to proceed and 
put it on the b&i..:!.ot in November. The proposal made by 
this resolution would allow the Legislature to do a number 
of things, all of which appear to be in keeping.with the 
views espousec\ by· most of the individuals and organizations 
who have addressed themselves to property tax n~lief · for 
senior citizens. However, it goes even further in that it 
provides for a similar treatment f0r those who. are disabled 
and would allow the Legislature to enact general laws 
providing property tax relief to all citizens, regardless 
of age. 

I would 11.ke to point out that although this resolution 
does not address itself to providing relief for rent payers, 
whether senior ci-tizens or not, it is not necessary to have 
a constitutional amendment to provide relief for.:cent payers, 
because in providing such relief, we are not dealing with 
property tax din:ctly, but only indirectly. 

The passag-e of .this resolution by both Houses of the 
Legislature and its subsequent adoption by the electorate 
would provide flexibility for the Legislature in dealing 
with property tax relief generally.· The specific pro-
visions of such relief would then appear in individual 
bills and the provisions of such bills could b~ altered 



as situations changed. 
I would like to state for the record that no one 

has appeared to participate in this hearing and! would 
request that this fact be reported to the Committee. 

I hereby declare this hearing closed. 

(Hearing Concluded) 
JJ 

.f: 



., 






