
AUTOBUSES 

CHAPTER 53 

AUTO BUSES 
Authority 

NJ.S.A. 27:IA-5, 27:IA-6, 27:25-&, 48:2-12, 48:4-2.la, 52:140-6, 
and October 5, 1978 Executive Reorganization Plan. 

Source and Effective Date 
R.2002 d.295, effective August 9, 2002. 

See: 34 NJ.R. 1327(b), 34 N.J.R. 3099(a). 

Chapter Expiration Date 
Chapter 53. Autobuses, expire.'! on August 9, 2007. 

Chapter Hlslorlcal Nole 
Chapter 53. Autobuse11. became effective with Subchapter I, Autobus 

Specification11 for Van-Type Autobuscs, adopted as R.1979 d.124, effec-
tive March 23, 1979. See: 11 N.J.R. 263(a). Subchapter 2, Autobus 
Specifications. was originally adopted hy the Board of Public Utilities as 
N.J.A.C. 14:11-2, and was fil"'<I and became effective prior to Septem-
ber I, 1969. NJ.A.C. 14:11-2 was amended by R.1972 d.226. effective 
November IS, 1972; and R.1977 d.240, effective July 7, 1977. See: 4 
N.J.R. 3l0(b); 9 N.J.R. 373(c). Pul'!luant to the Reorganization Plan 
for the Board of Public Utilities and the Department of Transportation 
(1978). and R.1982 d.30. N.J.A.C. 14:11-2 was recodified as N.J.A.C. 
16:53-2, effective february I, 1982. See: 14 N.J.R. 160(b). Subchap-
ter 2. Special Equipment for Vehicles Used to Transport Pas.~engcn; in 
Wheelchairs; Subchapter 4, Modified lnteriol'II or Autobuses Used for 
Charter or Special Bus Operation.'!; Subchapter 6, Autobus Specificu-
lions for Small Bus; Subchapter 7, Specifications for Special Autobus 
Type Recreational Vehicles: and Subchaptcr 8. Specifications for Se-
dan-Type Autobuses, were adopted as new rules; existing Subchaptcr 2 
was recodified as Subchapter 3, Autobus Specifications; Subchapter 5, 
Certificates. was rec:odified from N.J.A.C. 14:11-3; and Subchapter 9. 
Public l..iabilily Insurance, was recodified from 14:4-2, by R.1983 d.110. 
effective May 2, 1983. See: IS N.J.R. 694(b). Amendmenls to 
Chapter 53 were adop1'->d as R.1983 d.445, effective October 17, 1983. 
See: IS NJ.R. 1771(a). 

Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(197K), Chapter 53 was readopt-
ed a.,; R.1984 d.82, effective March 8, 1984. See: 16 N.J.R. 746(a). 
Pursuant to f..xecutive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 53 expired on 
March 19, 1989. Expired Chapter 53. including new Subchapter IO. 
Designated 1-'ecs for Autobu.,; lnspection.<1, wa.,; adopted as R.1989 d.392, 
effective July 17, 1989. See: 21 NJ.R. 2051(b). 

Pur..uant to Executive Order No. 66(1978). Chapter 53 was readopt-
ed as R.1994 d.346, effective June 13, 1994. See: 26 N.J.R. 1606(a), 26 
N.J.R. 2798(a). 

Pursuant to Hxecutive Order No. 66(1978). Chapter 53 was readopt-
ed a.'I R.1997 cl.I 16, effective February 13. 1997. See: 29 NJ.R. I02(a). 
29 N.J.R. 912(b). 

C'hapter 53. Autobuses, was readopted as R.2002 d.295, effective 
August 9. 2002. See: Source and Effective Date. See, also, section 
annotations. 

CHAPl'ER TABLE OF CONTENTS 

SUBCHAPTER 1. SPECIFICATIONS FOR VAN-TYPE 
AUTOBUSES 

16:53-1.1 Scope 
16:S3-l.2 Dimensi,ll1S 
16:53-1.3 Challlli.<i and body construction 
16:53-1.4 Equipment unit 

New Jersey State Library 53-1 

16:53-1.5 
16:53-1.6 
16:S3-l.7 
16:53-1.8 
16:53-1.9 
16:S3-1.10 
16:53-1.11 
16:53-1.12 
16:53-1.13 
16:53-1.14 
16:S3-1.15 
16:53-1.16 
16:53-1.17 
l6:S3-1.18 
16:53-1.19 
16:53-1.20 
16:53-1.21 
16:53-1.22 
16:53-1.23 
16:53-1.24 
16:53-1.25 
16:53-1.26 
16:53-1.27 
16:53-1.28 
16:53-1.29 
l6:S3-1.30 
16:53-1.31 
16:53-1.32 

Interior 
Doors 
Emergency exits 
Aisles 
Seating 
Glazing 
tights; reftectors 
Mirrors 
Brakes 
Tires and wheels 
I leaters and defrosters 
Fuel tanks and fuel systems 
ExhaU&t system 
Windshield wipers and washers 
Steps 
Sun visor 
Baggage rack.<! and compartments 
Drive shaft 
Speedometer; odometer 
Overhang of body 
Hom; audible warning device 
Grounding device 
Identification 
Certificate of inspection 
Maintenance and inspection 
Certification of inspection 
Fire extinguisher 
Warning devices 

SUBCHAPTER 2. SPECIAL EQUIPMENT FOR 
VEHICLES USED TO TRANSPORT 
PASSENGERSIN WHEELCHAIRS 

16:53-2.1 Doors 
16:53-2.2 Ramp 
16:53-2.3 Power lift 
16:53-2.4 Fastening devices for wheelchairs 
16:53-2.5 Aisle 
16:53-2.6 Fuel tanks 
16:53-2.7 lnterloclcs 

SUBCHAPTER 3. AUTOBUS SPECIFICATIONS 
16:S3-3.1 Scope 
16:53-3.2 Dimensions 
16:53-3.3 Window opening 
16:53-3.4 Guardrail 
16:53-3.S Partition and curtain 
16:53-3.6 Service doors 
16:53-3.7 (Reserved) 
16:S3-3.8 Emergency exits 
16:53-3.9 Aisle 
16:S3-3.10 Seating 
16:53-3.11 Entrance handles for passenger use 
16:53-3.12 Handles for standing passenpn; 
16:53-3.13 Interior lights 
I 6:S3-3.14 Passenger signal 
16:53-3.15 Signs 
16:53-3.16 Chas.~is and body con.~truction 
16:S3-3.17 Relation of body and cha.,;sill frame 
16:S3-3.18 Overhang of body 
16:S3-3.19 Bumpers 
16:S3-3.20 Brakes 
16:S3-3.21 Equipment unit 
16:53-3.22 Identification 
16:53-3.23 Certification of inspection 
16:53-3.24 Maintenance and in&pec:tion 
16:S3-3.25 Tires and wheels 
16:53-3.26 Windshield wipers and washers 
16:53-3.27 Exhaust system 
16:53-3.28 Drive shaft 
16:S3-3.29 Glazing and window consttuc:tion 

Supp. 9-16-02 



16:53-3.JO 
16:53-3.31 
16:53-3.32 
16:.13-3.33 
16:53-3.34 
16:53-3.35 
16:53-3.36 
16:53-3.37 
16:.13-3.38 
16:53-3.39 
16:.13-3.40 
16:53-3.41 

16:.13-3.42 
16:.'il-3.43 
16:53-3.44 
16:53-3.45 

Hxterior liafits and n:tlec:ton 
Hum: audible warnin, d&."Vic:e 
Speedometer; odometer 
Omundin, device 
Heatins, ventilation. and air cxmditioning 
Tumlabk: (articulated) 
Tumlable area enclosure 
Anti-jackknifin, ck.'Vices 
Fucl !iylltem 
Fin: extinguisher 
Minors; video camera 
Video monitor and/or tclcvision n:eeiver inlltllllation for 

passenger use 
l..avatory 
Steps 
Sun visor 
Basaaae racb and eompartments 

SUBCHAPTER 4. AUTOBUSES AND SMALL 
AUTOBUSES WITH MODIFIED INTERIORS 

16:53-4.1 Scope 
16:53-4.2 Seatins 
16:53-4.3 Passageways 
16:53-4.4 Fire extinguisher 
16:53-4.5 l11111allation of 11~-ial equipment 
16:53-4.6 Driver's c:ompanment partition 
16:53-4.7 Pmlsunger signal 

SUBCHAP'fER S. CERTIFICATES 
16:.13-5.1 1-ce for issuance 

SUBCHAPTER 6. SPECIFICATIONS FOR SMALL 
AUTOBUSES 

16:53-6.1 
16:53-6.2 
16:53-6.3 
16:53-6.4 
16:53-6.S 
16:53-6.6 
16:S3-6.7 
16:53-6.8 
16:53-6.9 
16:53-6.10 
16:53-6.11 
16:S3-6.12 
I 6:53-6.13 
16:53-6.14 
16:53-6.1S 
16:53-6.16 
I 6:S3-6.17 
16:53-6.18 
Ur.53-6.19 
16:53-6.20 
16:S3-6.21 
16:.13-6.22 
16:.53-6.23 
16:53-6.24 
16:53-6.25 
16:53-6.26 
16:53-6.27 
16:S3-6.28 
16:53-6.29 
16:S3-6.30 
16:S3-6.31 
16:53-6.32 
16:53-6.33 
16:53-6.34 

Set,pe 
( Reaervecl) 
Dimensions 
(.'hllllliis and body c:o1111truc:tion 
F..quipment unit 
Interior 
Aisle 
Seating 
Glazing 
LighlK; reOectors 
Minors 
Brakes 
Timi and wheels 
lleaains, ventilation. and air conditioning 
Puel tanks and fuel systems 
&haus1 sylltem 
Windllhillld wipcss and \\'BllhelS 
Stepll 
Sun villOI' 
Bauaac racb and compartments 
Identification 
Ccrtiracation or imipc:ction 
Dmellhaft 
Signs 
Ovcrhans of body 
Speedometer; odnmeter 
I lorn; audible wamins device 

Orounding device 
Partition and curtain 
8UffllJ'll'5 
MaintcnalKlO and iMpec:tion 
Special equipment 
Fire extinsuillher 
Window openinas 

SUBCHAPTER 7. SPECIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL 
AUTOBUS-TYPE RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

16:53-7.1 Scope 

Supp. 9-16-02 

16:53-7.l 
16:53-7.3 
16:53-7.4 
16:53-7.S 
16:53-7.6 
16:S3-7.7 
16:53-7.8 
16:53-7.9 
16:53-7.IO 
16:53-7.11 
16:53-7.12 
16:53-7.13 
16:53-7.14 
16:S3-7.15 
16:S3-7.16 
16:53-7.17 
16:53-7.18 
16:53-7.19 
16:53-7.20 
16:S3-7.21 
16:53-7.22 
16:53-7.23 
16:53-7.24 
16:53-7.25 
16:53-7.26 
16:53-7.27 
16:53-7.28 

DEPr. OF TRANSPORTATION 

Dimensions 
('hlllllis and body COD11truction 
FAjuipment unit 
Interior 
Aisle: 
Seating 
Oluzing 
Ushts; reOecton; 
Mirrors 
Brakes 
Tin.'11 and wheels 
Fuel tanb and fuel systems 
Hxhallllt syi;k:m 
Windshield wipess and Wlllihers 
Steps 
Certifn:ation of inspection 
Drive shaft 
Overhang or body 
Spe\lllometer; odometer 
Horn; audible warnins device 
Orounding device 
Maintenance and illSIJ'letion 
ldentiracation 
Window openinp 
Platforms 
Curtains 
I l.:ating; ventilation; air conditioning 

SUBCHAPTER 8. SPECIFICATIONS FOR SEDAN-TYPE 
AUTOBUSES 

16:53-8.1 
16:53-H.2 
16:53-H.3 
16:S3-H.4 
16:53-H.S 
16:53-8.6 
16:53-8.7 
16:53-H.8 
16:53-8.9 
lf,:SU.IO 
16:53-8.11 
16:53-8.12 
16:S3-8.13 
16:53-H.14 
16:53-8.15 
16:53-8.16 
16:S3-8.17 
16:53-8.18 
16:53-H.19 
16:53-8.20 
16:53-8.21 
16:53-8.22 
16:53-8.23 
16:53-8.24 
16:53-8.25 
I fi:S3-8.26 

Scope 
(Re111:rved) 
Dimensions 
S\lating 
Doors 
Fire extinguisher 
l.ighhi 
('hassis and body construction 
Brakes 
Mirrors 
Tin:s and wheels 
Windlihicld wipers and washers 
Healel'll and defrosrers 
Fuel tanks and fuel systems 
Hxhalllll 11y&tem 
l>riw shaft 
Olazins 
Di~onal sisnaJs 
Hom 
Speedometer; odometer 
Identification 
Certifacation of in11p1K.'lion 
Trailers 
Bassaseracks 
Maintcnum.'ll and inspc:1.'llon 
Inspection and certificate of i1111pcction 

SUBCHAPTER 9. PUBUC LIABILITY INSURANCE 

16:53-9.1 Certificate of insurance or evidence of self-insurance 
16:53-9.2 Autobuses 

SUBCHAPTER 10. DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FEES FOR AUTOBUS 
INSPECTIONS 

16:53-10.1 F.mission inspection 
16:S3-10.2 Brake inspection 

53-2 Next Page Is 53-2.l 

• 



AUTOBUSES 

APPENDIX A AUTOBUS MAINTENANCE 
INSPECTION 

SUBCHAPIBR 1. SPECIFICATIONS FOR VAN-
TYPE AUTOBUSES 

16:53-1.1 Scope 
(a) Except as otherwise provided in this subchapter, the 

New Jersey Department of Transportation hereby adopts 

Nat Pap Is 53-3 

16:53-1.1 

and incorporates by reference the rules pertaining to the 
safety of equipment promulgated by the United States De-
partment of Transportation set forth in 49 CFR Part 393, as 
amended and supplemented. A copy of 49 CFR Part 393 
may be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, 
United States Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402, (202) 783-3238. 
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AUTOBUSES 

(b) Any van-type autobus in operation or acquired prior 
to September I, 2002 and for which the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation has issued a certificate of compli-
ance may continue in service as presently designed, con-
structed, and equipped. Any van-type autobus in operation 
in a foreign jurisdiction or acquired prior to September I, 
2002 and for which the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation has not issued a certificate of compliance shall be 
certified in accordance with the specifications in effect prior 
to September 1, 2002. Any van-type autobus for which a 
contract of sale or purchase order has been entered into 
before September 1, 2002, and any new van-type autobus 
that is in manufacturer or dealer inventory before Septem-
ber 1, 2002, shall be certified in accordance with the specifi-
cations in effect prior to September I, 2002. 

(c) The specifications set forth in this subchapter shall 
apply to all van-type autobuses engaged in interstate or 
intrastate common carrier service that are subject to the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation's jurisdiction and 
for which certificates of compliance of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation are required. 

(d) For purposes of this subchapter, a van-type autobus 
shall be defined as a motor vehicle used in the transporta• 
tion of passengers for hire having a seating capacity of 15 
adult passengen or less, not including the driver, and a 
gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 10,000 pounds or 
less. For purposes of this subchapter, when referring to 
GVWR, the weight of each passenger shall be deemed to be 
150pounds. 

(e) For purposes of this subchapter, the right or left side 
of a van-type autobus shall be determined by reference to 
the driver when sitting in a forward-facing position in the 
driver's seat. 

As amended. R.1983 d.110. effective May 2. 1983. 
See: 14 NJ.R. 1347(a), IS NJ.R. 694(b). 

Section sublltantially amended. 
Amended by R.1989 d.392, effec:live July 17, 1989. 
See: 21 NJ.R. 1098(a), 21 NJ.R. 20Sl(b). 

Ac:quisition cutoff date changed from January 2, 1983 to June I, 
1989. 
Amended by R.2002 d.295, effective September 3, 2002. 
See: 34 NJ.R. 1327(b), 34 N.J.R. 3099(a). 

Rewrote the section. 

16:53-1.Z Dimensions 
(a) The overall length of the vehicle, including bumpers, 

shall not exceed 25 feet. 

(b) The overall width of the vehicle shall not exceed 84 
inches, measured at the widest point of the body. Mirrors, 
fender moldings and other similar accessories shall not be 
included in determining body width. 

As amended. R. ICJ83 cl. 110. effective May 2. 1983. 
See: 14 N.J.R. l347(a), IS NJ.R. 694(b). 

(a): "225 inches" chanpd to ••25 feet"; (c) deleted. 

16:53-1.3 

16:53-1.3 Chassis and body c:onstrudlon 
(a) The chassis and body construction shall be of suffi-

cient size and strength to safely support the gross vehicle 
weight (GVW) and the allowable payload, as recmnmended 
by the chassis manufacturer. 

(b) Axles, springs, tires and suspension assemblies shall 
be of sufficient capacity to support the manufacturer's maxi-
mum GVWR. 

(c) The GVWR certified by the manufacturer and the 
gross vehicle axle weight shall be set forth on a data plate 
that is affixed to the van-type autobus in a location that is 
readily visible for inspection. At no time shall the GVWR 
be exceeded. 

(d) Alteration of the wheelbase or the standard chassis 
frame shall be permitted when such alteration is performed 
by the chassis or unit manufacturer or by others provided 
that a certification of approval has been issued by the 
original chassis or unit manufacturer. An extension may be 
installed at the rear end of the original chassis frame by the 
chassis manufacturer or by othen provided that a certifica-
tion of approval has been issued by the original chassis 
manufacturer. Such certification shall contain a detailed 
description of the alteration or extension. 

(e) Body modifications, such as raising of the roof and 
ceiling, shall be performed by an established unit manufac-
turer or by othen provided a certification of approval has 
been issued by the original manufacturer. 

(t) Roof modifications shall meet the requirements of the 
roof crush resistance standard set forth in Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 216 (49 CFR § 571.216), incor• 
porated herein by reference, as amended and supplemented. 
A certificate confirming that the roof crush resistance stan-
dard has been met shall be presented at the time of 
inspection. 

(g) If an alteration or modification changes the GVWR 
of a van-type autobus, the OVWR on the data plate that is 
affixed to the vehicle shall be corrected to accurately reflect 
the GVWR of the vehicle. 

(h) The body shall be mounted on an appropriate chassis 
and shall be free of sharp or jaged edges. 

(i) A front and rear bumper shall be provided. The front 
and rear bumper shall be attached to the main chassis frame 
and shall be of sufficient size and strength to permit the 
vehicle to be pushed or pulled without permanent distortion 
to the bumper or the chassis. 

As amended, R.1983 d.110. effective May 2. 1983. 
See: 14 N.J.R. 1347(a), IS NJ.R. 694(b). 

Section substantially amended. 
Amended by R.2002 d.295, effective September 3, 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 1327(b), 34 NJ.R. 3099(a). 
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16:53-1.3 

Rewrote (c) through (I); im;el'h:d a new (g): recodified exi.'lting (&) 
us (h); recodified exi.'lting (h) as (i) and rewrote the paragraph. 

16:53-IA Equipment unit 

(a) The van-type autobus shall be of the single unit type, 
with the motive power and passenger compartment mounted 
as one unit. 

(b) Trailers of any type are prohibited. 

Amended by R.2002 d.295. effe«.'tiw September 3, 2002. 
See: 34 NJ.R. 1327(b). 34 SJ.R. 3099(a). 

In (a). substituted "van-type autohus" for "vehicle". 

16:53-1.5 Interior 
(a) The interior shall be free of unnecessary projections. 

Body panels, seats, flooring, and all other component parts 
of the body shall be installed in a workmanlike manner and 
be free of sharp or jagged edges, protruding nails, screws, or 
similar objects. 

(b) The interior shall be equipped with inner linings on 
the ceiling and side walls covering all body bows and body 
supports. 

Amended by R.2002 d.295, effective September 3, 21102. 
81.-e: 34 NJ.R. 1327(b), 34 N.J.R. 30'J9(a). 

16:53-1.6 Doors 
(a) A van-type autobus shall be equipped with a door to 

the right and to the left side of the driver. A van-type 
autobus shall also be equipped with a door(s) on the right 
side center of the vehicle to provide ready access to and 
from seats in the passenger compartment. The door to the 
right side of the driver may be omitted on a van-type 
autobus not having a passenger area immediately to the 
right of the driver, provided the vehicle is equipped with a 
right side center door(s) and meets the requirements of 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 217 (49 CFR 
§ 571.217), incorporated herein by reference, as amended 
and supplemented, pertaining to emergency egress. 

(b) Doors shall be constructed and maintained so as to be 
readily opened from both inside and outside of the van-type 
autobus. 

As amended. R.1983 d.110, effoctive May 2. 1983. 
Sc.-e: 14 NJ.R. 1347(a). 15 NJ.R. 694(b). 

Delete subsections (c) and (d). 
Amended by R.20112 d.295. effective September 3, 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 1327(b). 34 N.J.R. 3099(a). 

&-wrote the se1..'tion. 

16:53-1.7 Emergency exits 
(a) A van-type autobus manufactured before September 

l. 1973 shall meet the requirements of 49 CFR § 393.61 
(b)(l), incorporated herein by reference, as amended and 
supplemented. 

DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 

(b) A van-type autobus manufactured on and after Sep-
tember 1, 1973 shall have emergency exits conforming to 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 217 (49 CFR 
§ 571.217), incorporated herein by reference, as amended 
and supplemented. 

(c) On vehicle having a center aisle, in addition to the 
right side center door(s), shall be equipped with a rear door 
or doors, and the aisle leading to said doors shall not be less 
than 12 inches in width, nor shall the aisle be obstructed in 
any manner. (Exemptions to this shall be when the aisle 
does not extend completely to the rear due to said area 
being utilized us baggage compartment). 

( d) Side center doors and accessible rear doors shall be 
conspicuously marked with the words "EMERGENCY 
DOOR" or "EMERGENCY EXIT" on the interior, on, 
above, or immediately adjacent to the door. The markings 
shall be in letters not less than two inches high and of a 
sharply contrasting color from the background. 

As amended. R.1983 d.110, effective May 2, 1983. 
See: 14 NJ.R. 1347(a). 15 NJ.R. 694(b). 

Section sub!ltantially amended. 
Amended by R.2002 d.295. effective September 3, 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 1327(b). 34 SJ.R. 3099(a). 

Rewrote (a), (b) and (d). 

16:53-1.8 Aisles 
(a) A van-type autobus having a center aisle shall have a 

center aisle with a minimum width of 12 inches of unob-
structed clearance. 

(b) A van-type autobus that is equipped with a rear seat 
located to the rear of the rearmost opening of the right side 
center door shall have an aisle not less than 10 inches in 
width leading from the rearmost seat to the right side center 
door opening. 

A11 amended. R.1983 d.110, effective May 2. 1983. 
See: 14 NJ.R. 1347(a). 15 NJ.R. 694(b). 

Changed "11" to "10". 
Amended by R.2002 d.295. effective September 3, 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. l327(b). 34 N.J.R. 3(199(a). 

Added a new (a); rocndilied former (a) IL~ (b) and rewrote the 
paragraph; deleted rormer (b). 

16:53-1.9 Seating 
(a) A transverse and longitudinal seat space of not less 

than 15 inches shall be provided for each passenger on seats 
having multiple seating positions. Single seats shall provide a 
tram,verse seat space of not Jess than 19 inches and a 
longitudinal seat space of not less than 15 inches. 

(b) Seats shall be of substantial construction, and securely 
mounted to the floor and/or sides. Perimeter seating is 
permitted when two stanchions are provided evenly spaced 
on each side of the aisle. 

(c) Seats shull have kneeroom of not less than seven 
inches. 
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AUTOBUSES 

(j) New Jersey Department of Transportation personnel 
shall perform unannounced audit inspections of self-inspect-
ed sedan-type autobuses to insure compliance with the self-
inspection program. 

A.,, amended, R.1983 d.445. effective October 17, 1983. 
Sec: IS N.J.R. 877(b). 15 NJ.R. 177l(a). 
Amended by R.2002 d.295. effective September 3, 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 1327(h). 34 N.J.R. 3099(a). 

Rewrote (h) through (e) and (g) through (i); added (j). 
Administrative correction. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 1688(c). 

16:53-8.26 Inspection and certificate of inspection 
(a) All sedan-type autobuses for which certificates of 

compliance have been issued by the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation shall be inspected at least twice annually. 
Nothing herein shall limit the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation's authority to require more frequent inspec-
tions of such vehicles when the safety of the public so 
requires. 

(b) A sedan-type autobus shall not be operated unless it 
prominently displays an unexpired certificate of inspection 
issued by the New Jersey Department of Transportation, 
visible from the exterior on the lower right corner of the 
windshield. 

(c) Sedan-type autobuses having an altered chassis shall 
be subject to quarterly inspection by New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation personnel. 

(d) Each sedan-type autobus operating in the State shall 
be subject to on-road and in-terminal inspections. Such 
inspections shall be conducted at the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation's option as to location and frequen-
cy. 

Amended by R.2002 d.295, effective &.."J)tcmber 3, 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 1327(b), 34 N.J.R. 3099(a). 

Rewrote the section. 

SUBCHAPTER 9. PUBLIC LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 

16:53-'.l Certificate of insurance or evidence of self-
insurance 

(a) An operator of an autobus carrying passengers for 
hire in accordance with Title 48 of the Revised Statutes or 
49 CFR Part 393 shall file with the New Jersey Department 
of Transportation three copies of a certificate of insurance 
or evidence of self-insurance, which shall be in the form set 
forth in (i) below, designated "Form E-Uniform Motor 
Carrier Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability Certifi-
cate of Insurance" and "Form F-Uniform Motor Carrier 
Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability Insurance En-
dorsement." 

16:53-9.1 

(b) Such certificate or evidence shall be signed by the 
issuing insurance company or, in the case of a self-insurer, 
by an officer or agent thereof, and shall state that autobuses 
are insured in compliance with either Title 48 of the Re-
vised Statutes or 49 CFR Part 387, incorporated herein by 
reference, as amended and supplemented, whichever is ap-
plicable. 

(c) Every certificate of insurance shall contain a provision 
for continuing liability and shall provide that cancellation 
thereof shall not be effective unless at least 30 days' notice 
in writing of intention to cancel has been delivered to the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation. 

( d) Certificates of insurance that have been accepted by 
the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation in accordance with this section may be replaced by 
other certificates of insurance. The liability of the retiring 
insurer under such certificates of insurance shall be consid-
ered as having been terminated as of the effective date of 
the replacement certificate of insurance. 

( e) Every certificate of insurance shall contain a provision 
for a continuing liability notwithstanding any recovery there-
under. 

(f) Every certificate of insurance shall provide that can-
cellation thereof shall not be effective until at least 30 days' 
notice in writing of intention to cancel has been delivered to 
the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation; such cancellation notice shall be in the form set 
forth in (i) below, designated "Form K-Uniform Notice of 
Cancellation of Motor Carrier Insurance Policies." If such 
cancelled insurance policy is reinstated, a new certificate, in 
the form set forth in (i) below, designated "Form E-
Uniform Motor Carrier Bodily Injury and Property Damage 
Liability Certificate of Insurance" and "Form F-Uniform 
Motor Carrier Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability 
Insurance Endorsement," shall be filed with the Commis-
sioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation. 

(g) Certificates of insurance shall be in accordance with 
the forms set forth in (i) below, designated "Form E-
Uniform Motor Carrier Bodily Injury and Property Damage 
Liability Certificate of Insurance." 

(h) When a certificate of insurance is filed as provided in 
(i) below, there shall be attached to the original certificate 
of insurance ("Form E-Uniform Motor Carrier Bodily 
Injury and Property Damage Liability Certificate of Insur-
ance"), an endorsement designated "Form F-Uniform Mo-
tor Carrier Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability 
Insurance Endorsement." 

(i) All insurance filings in accordance with Title 48 of the 
Revised Statutes shall be made with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation, Commercial Bus Inspection Unit, 
PO Box 177, Trenton, New Jersey 08666-0177, on the 
insurance industry forms specified below: 
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1. Form E-"Uniform Motor Carrier Bodily Injury 
and Property Damage Liability Certificate of Insurance," 
together with Form F below; 

2. Form F-"Uniform Motor Carrier Bodily Injury 
and Property Damage Liability Insurance Endorsement"; 

3. Form K-"Unifonn Notice of Cancellation of Mo-
tor Carrier Insurance Policies." 

G) The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation shall consider application.-; for permission to 
establish insurance funds in lieu of the filing of certificates 
of insurance. Until such permission is granted by the Com-
missioner of the New Jersey Department of Transportation, 
certificates of insurance shall be filed. Until otherwise or-
dered, all orders and certificates of the Commissioner of the 
New Jersey Department of Transportation authorizing or 
directing bus lines and street railway corporations operating 
buses to establish and maintain self-insurance funds shall 
continue in full force and effect iffiiOfar as said orders or 
certificates authorize the carriers therein named to be self-
insurers. Every person, firm, association, and corporation 
that maintains a self-insurance fund pursuant to authority 
granted by the Commissioner of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation shall procure, maintain, and file 
with the Commissioner a policy of insurance to cover the 
difference between the amounts such carrier is authorized to 
self-insure and the amounts specified in Title 48 of the 
Revised Statutes or 49 CFR Part 387, incorporated herein 
by reference, as amended and supplemented, whichever is 
applicable. 

(k) A certificate of insurance shall not be tiled with the 
Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation unless a direct contractual relationship exists between 
the operator and the insurance company making the filing. 

(I ) All filings shall be executed in triplicate on the proper 
form as specified in (i) above. The Commissioner of the 
New Jersey Department of Traru.-portation may refuse to 
accept a certificate of insurance if in his or her judgment it 
does not provide adequate protection for the public. 

(m) No certificate of public convenience and necessity 
shall be issued nor shall any previously issued certificate 
remain in force, unless all of the foregoing provisions are 
complied with. 

Emergency Amendment, R. I 985 d.445. effective Augllllt 8, I 98S (ex-
pires October 7. IQH.'i). 

See: 17 N.J.R. 2149(a). 
Added (d)4 and (n). 

Amended by R.1985 d.574. efrl:Ctive Sov1:mbcr 18. 1985. 
See: 17 NJ.R. 2149(a). 17 NJ.R. 2783(a). 

(d)4 and (n) addl:d. 
Amended by R.19fl6 d.216. effl.'Clive June lb, 1986. 
See: 18 NJ.R. <>26(a), 18 NJ.R. 13l0(b). 

DEPI'. OF TRANSPORTATION 

Subt;tituted ··AIP Designation Notice Card" for "binder". 
Amended by R.2002 d.295. effectiv1: September 3, 2002. 
S&.-e: 34 N.J.I~. 1327(h), 34 NJ.R. 3099(a). 

lb.-wmte the section. 

16:53-9.2 Autobuses 
(a) All autobuses shall be insured covering their opera-

tions in the State of New Jersey in the business of their 
operators and/or others, and whether in regular or other 
service, and whether on or off their regular routes. 

(b) The driver of each autobus shall at all times when 
such autobus is in operation exhibit a certificate showing 
that the autobus is insured in conformity with Title 48 of the 
Revised Statutes or 49 CFR Part 387, incorporated herein 
by reference, as amended and supplemented, whichever is 
applicable. Such certificate shall contain the name of the 
company by which the autobus is insured, the insurance 
policy number or, in the case of a self-insurer, a certificate 
signed by an officer or agent that it has qualified as a self-
insurer, the manufacturer, year, vehicle identification num-
ber, and rated seating capacity of the autobus. Such certifi-
cate shall be posted in a conspicuous place in the autobus 
on the right-hand side of the driver above the windshield. 

Am1:nded by R.2002 d.295, cffeetive September 3, 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. 1327(b). 34 N.J.R. J09lJ(a). 

In (a). 11uhstitutcd ··covering their operations" for .. covering opera-
tion•• and suhlltituted ··operators" for .. owners"; rewrote (b). 

SUBCHAPTER 10. DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FEES FOR AUTOBUS 
INSPECTIONS 

16:53-10.1 Emission inspection 
The fee charged for an emission inspection performed by 

New Jersey Department of Transportation personnel in 
conjunction with a self-inspection certification shall be 
$45.00 per vehicle. 

Amended by R.2002 d.295. effec:tive September 3, 2002. 
Sec: 34 NJ.R. 1327(b). 34 N.J.R. 309'J(a). 

Rewrote the section. 

16:53-10.2 Brake inspection 
The fee charged for a brake inspection performed by New 

Jersey Department of Transportation personnel in conjunc-
tion with a self-inspection certification shall be $45.00 per 
vehicle. 

Amended by R.2002 d.29S, effective September 3. 2002. 
See: 34 N.J.R. l327(b), 34 NJ.R. 3099(a). 

R"'Wl'Ote the section. 
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