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FOREWARD 

A tax map may be defined. as a m1:1.p or'. maps d.rawn. to scale, 
indicating 0ve:ey lot of land identified by a b],ock ·and lot number .. 
except thos~e a.reas allocated to roads, streets, highways, and tidal 

·. waters outside of riparian grants. Ih addition tothe names of the 
roads, streets, highways and tidal waters listed above,.thenamesof 
the adjoin:111€, counties, adjoining municipalities, .rivers, streams, ... ·· 
'!?rooks, railroa.ds, rights-of-way and .easements shall be indicated. in 
their proper location on the tax map. 

It is well to remember in the preparatioi:i of a tax map that 
the tax map's p1·ime purpose and use is for the assessors and.' the indi-
vidual. taxpayers who are not necessarily engineers or·surveyors. 
Thus a tax map should be easy to read and unders.tand. 

THE·.APFROVAL OF TAX MAPS 

. . 

The Local Property and Public Utility Branch. inspects 8.lld 
approves all tax maps made .in New Jersey by New Jersey Licensed Land 
Surveyors only a,s to form and corit.ent in respect to the Revised 
Statutes (R.3. 40:59.:.9, etc. and R.S. ~4:1-15, etc.) anq to the.· 
Specifications prom1,1lga.ted for the Director, Division of Taxation, 
by the LocaLProperty a.nd Public Utility Branch.• · 

This Branch cannot a.ttest to the accuracy and. Completeness 
of any and all lots so plotted on a tax :rnap. This function should :be 
performed by the local authorities, in particular, the assessor and 
the licensed land surveyor preparing or maintaining a tax map. 

The law ( Chapter 175, Laws · of 1913, etc .J gives the Director, 
Division of Taxe,tion, the power to d.irect the municipalities to provide 
the local assessors with accurate tax maps, to prescribe methods of 
preparation, to assist the 111a.kers of. tax maps where possible, and to 
approve the completed tax map. · · 

The weal Property and PubJic :Ut:ility Branch and its personnel 
wish to thank all interested people who· so graciously assisted us"in 
this revision or~ these specifications. 
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REVISED . STATUTES 

52:18A-46 TERMS.RELA.TING TO TAX MAPS.DEFllIBD. (a) Whenever the term "state 
Treasur~r"occurs or any reference is made thereto in any law, con-
tract.or document, the same shall be .deemed to.mean or refer to the 
state TI'easurer designated as the head of the 'department of the 
treasury established hereunder. 

40:50-9 

40:50-10 

(i) WHENEVER THE TERM. "DIVISION OF TAxATION IN THE STATE 
DEPAR'.rMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE'' OCCURS OR ANY REFERENCE IS 

.. MADE THERETO IN ANY LAW, CONTRACT · OR DOCUMENT, THE SAME• SHALL 
BE DEEMED TO MEAN OR REFER TO THE DIVISION OF TAXATION lN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY ESTABLISHED HEREUNDER. 

(j) WHENEVER THE TERM "DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF TAXATION 
IN 'l'HE STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE" OCCURS OR ANY 
REFERENCE IS MADE THERETO IN ANY LAW, CONTRACTOR DOCUMENT, THE 
SAME SHALL BE DEEMED TO MEAN OR REFER TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE 
DIVISION OF TAXATION IN.THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
ESTABLISHED HEREUNDER. 

(m) Whenever the term "§ta,te 6ommiss.:icmer of 'l'e.xation and 
Fina.n~e" occurs or any reference is ma.de thereto in any law, 
contra:::t or document, . the same shall be d.eemed to mean or refer 
to the.State Treasurer design,ated as the ~ead of the Department 
of the Treasury: established hereunder. · 
Source. L.1948, c. 92, par. 46, p. 527. Approved May · 28, · 1948, 
effective July 1, 1948. . . . 

TAX ~; .. REVAWATION; MASTER PLAN.. The governing bo~ ·. of .any 
niunicipaJ.ity may enter into.contract with any person, firm.or 
corporation for any or all Of the following purposes:. 

(s,) the preparation of an approved tax map; 
(b) the preparation and execution ofa conwlete program 

fo:r revaluation of real property for use.of the.local assessor, and . ·. · · ·· · .. 
(c) the engagement of. spec:i.al consult~ts for the prepara-

tion, and the preparation, 9f a master plan or plans, when 
required in order to conform to the planning laws of the State 
Source. L.1956, c.48, pa.r.l. Approved May 18, 1956, effective 
innnediately. · 

ADOPTION OF.· ORDDTANCE AUTHORIZlliG APPROPRIATION. Any such 
contract may be entered.into notwithstanding the fact that 
the appropriation for the cost thereof is not :included. in 
the budget appropriations for the year providing the munici-
pal.i ty shall, pr:ior to th~ entering into of such contract, 
adopt. an ordinance ~uthorizingan appropriation Sufficient 
to meet the cost thereof. · · \ · 
Source. L.1956, c.48, pa.r.2. Am;>roved May 18, · 1956, effective 
i.nmlediately. 
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40:50-11 

REVISED STATUTES 

ADVERTISDTG FOR COMPETITIVE BIDS NOT-REQUIRED; ;RESOLUTION. The 
governing boey may, if it so elects, enter into any such.contra.ct 
without advertising for competitive bids provided the said 
governing body shall by.resolution duJ.y adopted determine that 
the services to be rendered are of.a special technical nature and 
thus will not .permit of public advertising. ' · 
Source. L.1956, c.48, par. 3. Approved May 18i i956, effective 
innnediately. 

40:50-12 EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION .. Any such contract may be financed pursuant 
to this act :m_.s.Cum.Supp. 40:50-9 et seq.J prqvided prior to enter-
ing suchccntract there shall have been a regularly adopted ordinance 
authorizing an emergency appropriation sufficient to meet the cost 
of carrying out the provisions of the contract, then such emergency 
appropriation shall not be subject to any of t~e limitations of law 
as to the amount of the appropriation or the purposes to which the 
appropriation :ls made. 
Source. L.1956~ c.48, par.4~ -{\-pproved May 18, ·1956, effective 
innnedia.tely. 

40: 50-13 ISSUANCE OF NOTES; RENEWAL; MATlJRI'J!Y. The municipality. may borrow 
money and issue its negotiable notes to meet any such emergency 
appropriation which notes shall be authorized by resolution of 
the governing body and shall be designated "special emergency notes--
P.t.1956, chapter 48" {designated in the blank the chapter number of 
this act flLs.Cum.Supp. · 40:50-9 ei;;• seqJ.} Such notes may be renewed 
from time to time but at least 1/5 of-all such notes and renewals 

54:1-15 

. thereof shall mature not la~er than the last day of the fiscal year .. 
next succeeding the fiscal year in which such emergency appropriation 
was made to meet which such notes were issued; and at least 1/5 of 
all such notes and renewals thereof shall mature in each year there-
after until al.la.re paid so that all such notes.and renewals thereof 
shall have matured not later than the last day of the fifth fiscal 

_year next succeeding the fiscal year in which.such emergency appro;.. 
priation was made to meet which such notes were issued. · · 
Source. L.1956, c.48, pa.r.5. Approved May 18, 1956, effective 
immediately. · • .. 

MUNICIPAL MAPS FOR TAX PURPOSES; PREPABATION; AUTHORITY OF STATE 
DEPARTMENT.· L.1913, c.175, p.314 (1924 Suppl. ~208-444d to 208-4441), 
entitled 11.An. act p:r-oviding ,for the preparation and use of maps for 

· purposes of taxation in a.11 taxing districts," approved April first 
one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, saved_for repeal, together 
with sup:plements thereto, approved on the. following dates: 
March 30, 1915. (L.1915, C,~122, p_.212; 192),j. Supp.it4-t §208-444j). 
April 6, 1915. (L.1915, c.186, p.349; 1924 Suppl. l208-444k). 
February 9, 1918 (L.1918, c.18, p.8o; 1924 Suppl. §208-4441). -c · 
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REVISED STATUTES 

Note: /jb.is act provides for the. ma.king of a.ssessment :maps by 
every city, borough, village and town, the work to commence 
within six months and to be completed within two yea.rs after 
the pass1:1.ge of the act. If the work was not begun or completed 
within the required time the state qoard of. equa.lizatiori of 
truces., (superseded by the ste.te tax department and, in matters of 
a.ppeal.s, the state board of tax appeals) could cause the map to 
be prepared or completed a.t the expense of the dilatory municipal-
ity. In townships the a.ct required outlined maps to be prepared 
by th:a locaJ. authorities and in default thereof maps issued. by 
the state geological. survey were to be sent to the townships by 
the state board of equaJ.ization. for completion by the·locaJ. 

· assessor. Section four provided for a. public referendum in town-
ships by the state board of equalization for completion by the 
local assessor. Section four provided for a public referendum in 
townships to determine whether or not the locaJ. authorities. should 
cause a map to be prepared. A supplement (P. L.1918, c. 18, p. 8o) 

· exempted townships having less than 2,500 iilhabitants.J 

54: 1-15 (1) MAPS FOR USE . BY. Ta.ting OFFICIALS; . PREPARATION BY CITIES, . BOROUGHS, 
VILLAGES . .AND TOWNS; . APPROVAL BY STATE TAX DEPARTMENT; PREPARATION 
BY STATE. DEPARTM!l!NT; CHARGE AGAJNST TAXING DISTRICT: COLLECTION. 
1. Each city, borough, village and town shall.provide for the 
use .of the asse1:1sor or other. taxing officials an accurate map. of 
its territory,.prepa.red for purposes oftaxation, showing, among 
other things, the location and.width of each street, road, or 
avenue, and of ea.ch indi vidua.1 lot of land or premises, and cause 
ea.ch parcel or lot of land to be numbered or otherwise designated 
thereon, and it shall be a sufficient description of property for 
the purposes of taxation, to refer to the said map by lot and 
block number. Tax maps now in use or in course of preparation 
shall be inspected by the board of equalization of taxes and if 
in the judgment of said board of equalization any such map is or 
can be ma.de adequate for purposes of taxation it .. sha.11 continue 
to be used and be made adequate ift necessary as directed by said 
.boa.rd. The council. or governing board of any city, borough, 
village o:r town not. having a tax map, or having 8. .map which is, 
in the judgment of the board of equalization of ta.xes, inadequate, 
sha.11 cauEie an adequate tax map to. be made. Such map sllall be 
completed within two years, and the work of preparing it shall be 
connected within six months after the. passage of this a.ct. If the 
wqrk is 11ot commenced within this tim~, or is not continued so as 
to insure the completion. of the map within two years, the board 
of equaJ.iza.tion. of taxes may :upon notice. to the governing body, 
cause such a map to be prep.a.red or completed~ and the expense 
thereof when certified by said boa.rd shall be~ charge against the 
taxing district and be added to the ta.x 1evy of the succeeding year. 
(L.1913, c.175, pa.r~l, p.314 5924 Suppl. §208-444g.) . . . .. 
Note: The State Boa.rd of Equalization of Taxes herein mentioned. 
was superse(led by the following: State Board of Tajces and Assess-
ment, (L.1915, c.244, par.1-7); State. Tax Department; (L.1931, c. 336, 
par.1-3L and by the Department of the Treasury, Division of Taxation, 
(L.1948, c.92, par.24-25) now in exists.nee. · 
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REVISED STATUES 

40 :.146-,27 TAX MAPS FOR TOWNSHIP TAXING OFFICIALS. Every township may provide, 
for the use of the assessor or other taxing'_ official, a.n accurate 
map of its territory, prepared for the purpose of taxation, showing 
among other things, the · locat.ion and width of streets. roads or 
avenues, and each individual lot of land. or premises, and cause each 
parcel.or lot of land to be numbered or otherwise designated thereon, 
and it shall be sufficient description of property for the purposes 
of taxation to refer to said map by lot and block numbe1' • 
Source. 1.1939, c.167, par.l, p.517. Approved July 11, 1939, effec-
tive immediately. 

54:1-15(2) TOWNSHIP MAPS FOR TAXING OFFICIALS; APPROVAL BY STATE TAX DEPARTMENT; 
PREPARATION BY STATE DEPARTMENT. 2. Where any township now has a 
surveyed tax map for use of its assessor, the board of equalization 
of'ta.xes shall cause such map to be inspected, and if, in the judg-
ment of said board, such map is adequate for purposes of taxation it 
shall continue t.o be used, or shall be made adequate if necessary. 
If said map is not adequate or made so within six months the board 
shall proceed to prepare an outline map as ,I:.rovided in section three 
of this act. (L.1913, c.175, par.2,p.315 Ll924 Suppl. §208..;444~.) 

40 :146-:::]8 ISSUA.NCE OF BONDS TO PAY FOR MAPS. The governing body of any town-
ship ma;,", 't;y crdinance, provide for the preparation of a map for 
the pu.rposes of taxation and the issue of bonds for the payment of 
the cost thereof, said bonds to be issued in accordance wi. th the 

·provisions of the "local bond law", Revised Statutes.of New Jersey 
of one thousand nj.ne. hundred and thirty:--seven/fi,S, 40:1-1 to 40:1:-8§7. 
Source. 1.193), c.167, par.2, p.517. Approved July 11, 1939 effec-
tive immediately. 

54:1-15(3) TOWNSHIP MAPS FOR TAXING OFFICLALS; METHOD OF PREPARATION; DillIES OF 
COill\frY BOJ\ .. RlJ AND LOCAL ASSESSORS; COMPENSATION; COMPLAINTS AND COR-
RECTION O:F' MA?S ; CERTIF!CATIONS ; DESCRIP'rION OF PROPERTY BY REFERENCE 
TO DESIGNATICN ON MAP; ANNUAL CORRECTION BY COUNTY BOARD: TIME FOR 
PREP/,AATION. 3. The board of equalization of taxes may direct the 
preparation of a tax map substantially :i.n the following manner for 
any township not having a surveyed tax map; The board shall cause to 
be made from the maps issued by the state geological survey, outline 
maps for the township, showing thereon the highways and streams on 
such scale as the board shall determine. Copies of such maps shall 
be transmitted to the county board of taxation and by that board to 
the assessor or other official charged with the duty of assessing 
property in said township. Such assessor shall indicate on such map, 
as nearly as may be, from his knowledge and from other information 
or inspection, the boundar:i.es and area of each individual lot 6r 
parcel of land and designate each lot or parcel by. a lot number or 
by such other identifkation number; 1ettor or designation as may be 
prescribed by the board of equalization of taxes, The compensation 
to be paid for such work shall. be determined by the county board of 
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REVISEDSTJ\.TUTES 

._taxatio~ -_ but.-$hall -not ·:exceed•-· one hundred 'd9J.lars _withp~t the· ---- __ , \ 
approve.l qf the 'boa.rd -ot -equalization of taxes~ •-- If unable to 

_ arrane;e with the as~~ssor :or oth~r taxing ()fficial of sa.icf _ __ 
township to undertake the ;preparation of such a map, the cpunty __ 
boa.rd of taxation sh,a.ll cau_sei such a ina.p ,to be prep a.red by -any _ .- --
competent person from -records dr other in:forma.ti9n. without an_-
actu.a.i survey. The cost of preparing su·ch '.n!$.p wheri certified · 
by the i:>Qa.rd of equalization of taxes sha.ll be a. cha.rge age.inst . - -

- tlie township a.nd shill be included! in : the next ta.x levy. E;aid- _ _-
~p shaJ.l.:be opened-1:6 public inspection at thecourity_courthouse 
or.some convenient place .in the-taxing distrfct or both, and op- __ 
portunitygiven to taxpayers of the districif to inspect the areas 

-_ a.nd d:tmensions -of the respective p~cels of property and to protest-_-
against errors. --- The: county boa.rd of-ta.xa;t;'ion after hearing com.:.. 
plaint shall- ca.u.se i;Ja.id map to be corrE!cted in a,ccordance with the 
-facts. The boa.rd of equa.l.iza.ti6n of tax~s may thereafter, if - - _ 
. satist'ied that such ,map -is -substa.n-J:;ia.1.ly correct, issue its -certi- -
fica.te to that effec:t, -and thereupon· s.uch· map sllall. be used: by the __ _ 

-assessor,. or other taxing offici;µ of tbe, township in the a.ss~ssm,ent _ -
of: property in the township for 'p~oses of: taxa.tio~~ Each tot or 
pa.reel of property: s'.h~ pe descfibed ·on :the tax l;ist ,a.lld duplicate 
py such lc>t a.rid block or .. · other id.elit;ificat:l.on · nttinber ;I.ette:r .or 
designation~ asshail be_given it oh.the tax·me,.p, arid such·4e$cription, 

-• with the approximate 'area., and name-.o:f-owrier or reputed owner, if 
kriown;; c:,r -if unknot#l,_ so :stated shall be ~- sµfficient Jlescr:iption 
for purpose$ of ta.xat:ton. Such map·s -shall; be_ corrected -- a.nnua.J.ly PY -- -
the COU.."lt;x: board of' :'taxation. - - -- - - ; ' -

_ - _ -____ • jii,1e 'preparatiori of such tax inap~ silall, be coll11llen¢ed. first'; :i.Il -
- -- such ,tuwn.ships as the l>oard c;f equalization of taxes . ~}la.1.1 det~r.:. 

mine, a.nc! be continu.ecr S() that all distr:i,cts ir1 the state sha.ll. ·be 
-(~~i~i;~-.. ;~tf5~~t;;~h!;;i;5~4~!±,p~~m§~~a-t~~ij:) '.~f tll~: a.ft:. - -- · 
_Note. For authority fQ:r _ issuance of' bon,d~ to pa.y co~t ,of tax maps, - --
see- 54:1-15 (8) -hereof. _ - o>·, __ -_- · __ . ---_- ' - -- _ --- : -, __ /. --

- -_ -_ . ~r:a.x maps not r~q~ired ;th •townships: of 'uncle~_ 2,500. - See 
-54:l-'i5(9} hereof. , _ - -- -

APPROVAL· OF PLANS Bi STA~ TAX :DEFARr.rMEm!~ • -- Before an{ ordinance · ----
is passed providing for· the preparation of -a n,,ap. for, tb~ purpQse , _ 
of taxation,. tlie_ specifications. thtirefor -shall be approved_ by tlle. 
sta.te -ta.."'< department a.rid _ said ma.p, when c9mple't~d,, 'before its_ use 
for th0 :purpose of _taxation~ shall be sul;>nu.tted. t9 .and a.Pi:>roved 
by·· the_ state tax department. -- - · _ _ __ -i · _ · - · 
Source~ -- L,1939, c~,i67, par.3~ p. 518. Approved July 11, 1939, -

- effective inxrnediately. : -
'. _: · .. ··.·:,.. ' 

I:· 
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REVISED·STATUTES 

54:1-15(4) NOTICE OF IN'rENTION TO PREPARE MAP FQ_!t ~OWNSH:tP; ACTION BY 
TOWNSHIP BOARD;. REFERENDUM ON SURVEY AND PREPARATION OF MAP 
~y TOWNSHIP; · PREPARATION BY STATE TAX DEPARTMENT. . t~. Before 
ordering the preparation of a true map for any township as provided 
in section three of this act the board of equalization of 
taxes shall give notice to the governing body of the township, 
and if within thirty deys the governing body shall declare its 
intention to ask the voters to approve the preparation of a sur-

. veyed map, the board of equalization of taxes shall defer work 
on the outline map. The governing body of the township shall. 
then submit the question whether a map shall be prepared by 
survey, .for the entire township or for a specified part of parts 
thereof, and. an appropriation sufficient therefor, to the qualified 
voters of the township at the next general election. If a majority 
of the voters then approve the preparation of said map, work shall 
be co:rmnenced within six months and m~ps shall be completed within 
two years, and if not so commenced or completed may be prepared 
by the board of equalization in the manner prescribed in section 
one of this act. 

I:f the governing body of any township fails to submit the 
question to the voters, or if the voters .do not approve the prepar-
ation of a sm·veyed map, and appropriation therefor, the boa.rd of 
equalization shall thereupon proceed to prepare a map in the form 
prescribed :i.n section two of this act. (L.1913, c.175, pa.r.4, p.317 
ZI924 Suppl, ~208-44!~.i7.) 

5!+:1-15(5) SURVEYED MAPS FOR TOWNSHIPS; STATE TAX .DEPARTMENT MAY REQUIRE; 
DUTY OF TOWNSHIP BOARD. 5 •. The board of equalization of taxes 
may direct the preparation of surveyed maps for such portions of 
townshi:ps as in its judgment cannot be mapped with sufficient 
accuracy for purposes of ta..-xation without a survey, and. in such 
case all the provisions of section one of this act shall apply, 
and it shall be the duty of the governtng body of the tovmship 
to cause such maps to be prepared. (L.1913, c.175', par.5, p.317 
[j.924 SU"ppL ~208-444!1.7.) 

54:1-15(6) MUNICIPAL AND TOWNSHIP MAPS; JlJRISDICTION OF STATE TAX DEPARTMENT; 
REVISION AND SAFE-KEEPJNG; BIDE PRINTS •. · 6. .. The board of equaliza-
tion of ta:x:cs shall have f'ull control over the preparation, mainten-
ance and rev-J.sion of all tax maps howeve,r prepared, and may pre-
scribe such :rules as will insure the periodical revision and provid.e \. 
f'or the safe..;keeping of original maps either in custody of the taxing 
district or by the county tax board a,s in any case may best serve the 
public convenience· and insure the accuracy and. safety of the maps, and 
the board mey dj,.rect the furnishing of duplicates assessors a.nd 
taxing officials. (L.1913~-+ c.175, par.6, p.318 Ll92~- Suppl. §208-444!7) 
ffeconsista.nt laws repea.le~ • , ; , 



REVISED STATUTES ' 

54:1-15(7) DUPLICA'.CES OF TAX MAPS TO BE FILED WITa COUNTY CLERK OR REGISTER; 
. DUTIES OF OFFIC.IAU3 •• 1. On or before th~ first day or January .. · 

of each year there shall: be filed. in. the office of the county .. 
clerk, or the register ofd.eeds where such office exists, dupli-
.ce.tes by blue prints or othenrise of all tax maps a.pproyed by the 
state: boa.rd of equa.liza.t~on during the yea:r then past., at the·. 
charge of the taxing. disiirict for which s~id. maps have been made; ·. 
~d it sha.11 be the duty of the officials having the custody of . · 
. the original to s~cure a.ttd file such duplicates~ (L.1915; c:.122, . 
PSX.•1~. p.212O924··su:ppl. 6208-_444.iJl, supp··•· :L~ to L.1913; c.175, · , 
p.314J. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 

54:L-15 (8) ·. :tSSUANCE OF BONDS Tb PAY COST OF PREPARED ux MAPS. 1.· · It shall 
· • be lawful .for any city, borough,. village,: t.own~ township or other. 

t-.xlng district, in lieu of including the cost of any map ma.de 
pursuant· to an a.ct. of.' the legislature entitled ".An act providing .• 
for the 'preparation and use of raaps for purpO'ses of taxation in 

, all taxing districts•", approved. April first~ one thousand nine 
hunclred and thirteen, in the next tax levy; tq issue .a. bond. or • 
bonds 1n the manner riow provided by law :f'qr t~e issue.nee ·Of' bonds, 

· fcn:· a $ufficierit sum or S1Jms to pay the ·cost of prepa.r~ s1:1ch • ... · 
.. map. . (L.1915, Y• 186, par., 1, 'P• 3495924 Suppl. , 8208-~44~, suppl. 
· t9 L.!.913, c.175, p,314). . . •· .. ·' . · · · .·. ·· .....•.... ·. ·.·· .·. · ..•. · . 

54:1-15(9) 
.. . ·:·· _:, . : ·: ., ; . -:,_._ ' .·· .":•:. . .. ·.::. ·.·· ,:· . ' 

·TAX MAPS UNm;cESSARY nr ~OWNSHJl' OF UNDER' ~,500~· •. 1. 'Here~tter, ·. 
it shall bl;necess~ to provide for t'J:ie prepa.ra.tioxi and use <>f ' 
lJlal)s for. purpose fl· of ta.xa.tion in :townships h~ving a· poplµ-8.t.ion .... 
of ·less tha.n:twenty"'.ifive·hundr~d·:i.nl:ia.bitants a.s shown by- ~he ·1a.st-
sta.te or federal census; nor shill: the st'tte boa.rd of tUes and . 
11.ssessmerits ca.use su,ch maps to .. be prepared in such ·township. 
(L.19i8, c.18,. par.l( p.89, ff:9?~ S~pi>; •. i208,~444y', ·.· ~PPL tQ . 
L.1913, • .175, p.314J. ..·· ·· ·. · · .. ·· · ,· •. · . · . . > • 

. . . . . :• . ' . '•.• .,· ' . . .· 

··15 



l 



STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT.OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY. 

· Division of La.w 
State House Annex 

Trenton 25 

David· M. Se.tz, Jr. DavidD. F,urma.n 
Attorney General Deputy. Attorney General · 

. In Charge .· . 

April 14, 1959 

State Board of Professional Ensineers 
and Land Surveyors · 

1100 Ra;ymond Boulevard 
Newark 2, New Jersey 

FORMAL OPINION 1959 - No. 6 · 
Gentlemen: 

You have :requested our opinion as to wheth.er the sea.l of· a. iand. 
su.1'veyor must be attached· to ta.x maps. whi.ch a.re.· received by or · filed with 
the Di vision of Taxation in the Department of the Treasury. We are. in-
f'orm~d by you that the . Di vision of Taxation presently doe_s .. not reqµ.ire 
such a seal 11pon.. any plans which are receivedby or filed with that.• ... 
Department. You question the propriety of that practice by the DiviEJion · 
of' Taxation in view of the provisions of N.J.S.A. 45:8;.45 which generally 
requires, among other things, that plans and specifications involving 
land surveying filed with State agencies must have t;tffixed thereto a seal 
of a professionaJ. land surveyor licensed pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:8-27. 
You maintain that a tax map isa "plan" involving land surveying and must 
comply with the requirements of this section. We do not need to resolve 
the issue 1:>a.sed upon a construction of this section. Other statutory re-
quirements dealing in gene:eal with tax maps indicate that a. seal ofa 
licensed land surveyor is required on aJ.1 such maps. · 

By the terms of L.1913, c.175, (Acts Saved from Repeal, N.J.S.A. 
54:1-15 (1) to (6), every municipality was required to prepare an accurate 
map for the purposes of taxatic,:n. The then State Board . of Equalization, 
now Divi13ion of Taxation, Depa,:rtment of Treasury, L.1905, c.67; L.1915, 
c244' L.1931, c.336; L.1944, c.112; Art. IV, §1 (N. J. S.A. 52 :27B-48); 
~-1948; c.92, §24 (N.J.s.A. 52:1.SA-~'l+'f,"hag.l,roa.d.powersto supervise, 
review and approve the preparation ofta:x: maps.· · · 

Acts· Saved from .Repeal, N.J~S.A. · 54:1.:.15 . (6) provides: .. 
. . . . . \ 

II . . . . .. . . . .. . .. · .. •. ' . . . .. . . .· . ' . . . .. • ... The Board of Equaliza.tion of Tax:es shall have full control 
over the preparation, ma.intena.nce 8Jld revision of e.U tax maps 
however prepared, .and may prescribe such .:rules as 'Will. insure the 
periodica.lr~vision and provide for the safekeeping of original 
maps either in custody of the taxing district or bY county tax·. 
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• I . . . : 

· State Boa.rd of P:rofessiona.l 
Engineers and Land Surveyors~ · 
Page 2. 

boa.rd.a.sin wiy- case may best serve the public convenience and 
·. insure the accuracy and safety of the maps, arid the boa.rd may . 
direct the furnishing of duplicates by blueprints or .otherwise 
a.t the charge of the taxing district to assessors and ta.xing 
officials.'' · · 

. Dtiplica.te: ~f approved ta.x maps. :lll1lst· be filed with the. county· . 
. clerk or :t-ecorder's office in the particular cotinty:involved. !!_.1915, 
£.122, (Acts Saved from Repeal; :N.J.S.A~ 54:1'-15 (7~ ). , · .· · · 

.· . ' : ' . -· . 

• · To be _considered .in pa.ri materia ru-e . the terms of !!,~ 1953, 
· •. _£.358, 12 (N.J.S.!• 46:23-9.2) which provides in·p&rt that: · · 

. : . . . ·. . . . 

IINo map required,or.tha.t :may be requ.ired, by law 
to be filed with a county recording offic~r, or that 

··ma;y be :Presented to a county recording O:fficer for 
filing;· sha.11 be rec.e:l.ved for filing by such· officer 

.unless it .shall conform to the following:, 

·. ''(m) ·There ~hall•'be ·e~f'orced th~reon:or ~tta.chea.·· 
thereto. a. certificate of a land surveyor, : a.s follows : · 

• . . , . • •·1 .-, , 

· ... · .. · 11I her~by. certify that th:i.S'map and tfhe survey .· ... · · .. • 
ha.,s bE!en ma.de under my immediate supervision, and . . .· 

··.·. complf(!s -with the laws of the State of N~ Jer$ey. ~". 

It is clear by these term.~· and by those of the sta.tutor;v 
requirements for the. preparation and. filing of · tax)ma.ps that the ta.x map 
· filed with the vision of '.Ca.xation a.nd with the Cowity a.re: one a.nd the · 
. same •.. · Therefore, it is our op:i.nion that, a. cerli:f'i.c~tion of 'a. licensed 
professional· land. surv::eyor ,. and, in turn, a seal acc:ompa.nyillg s~ch · . 
attestation (N. J .• s.A. 45 :8-36) must he affixed to ·su,cb c,fficia.1 tax maps. . . . '. . ·.- .·.,· . . .. .. . 

Very truly yours, 
DAVID D. FURMAN . . 

- ... ATTOBNEY . GENERAL · .·. 

: By STEPHEN F. LICHENSTEIN .· 
· De];>ut;v-· :Attorney general: •. · 
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SPECIFICATIONS 





I 

GENEBAL·DATA 

1. In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 175, Laws of 1913 
(R.S. 54:1-15}, Chapter 167, Laws of 1939 {N.J.S.A. 40::)..46-27) and 

· Chapter 92~ Laws of 1948 (R.S. 52:18A-46}, the Director, Division 
of Taxation, Department of the Treasury, has adopted these Speci-
fications for the preparation of Tax Maps dated May 1975. 

2. Modificatfons of these Specifications may be desirable in some cases 
to meet s¥ecial conditions and will be authorized upon application 
in writing to the Director, if, in his judgment, adequate reason is 
shown. 

3. These. spec:i.fications are intend. ed.·. to cov. er t.he ~reparation of. all 
types of tax maps, including "Outline Maps". LR.s. 54:1-15 (6'1] 

4. Existing surveys, maps, a..tld aerial photographs ( see Section on 
Aerial Photographs) may be used in the preparation of tax maps, 
provided tr,eir accuracy is first tested and found to be within 
the limitsh~rein specified. 

' 5. Tax maps may show lots on a filed plan of a development, indicat-
ing the development block and lot numbers as well as the tax map 
block and lot numbers. (See Suggested Standards, Pages 44 & 45). 

6. Tax maps are made primarily for the use of.the assessor and should 
contain the information necessary for his specific purposes. 

7. The line work and lettering on all ta.:x maps shall be done with black 
waterproof ink. 

8. Freehand or mechanical lettering may be used, but the style or type 
of lettering shall be consistent throug1lout the :map •. 

9. On each Key or Index Sheet .. the following statement shall be shown 
IITo Show Conditions as of · (date) , indicating the date 
of the latest deed plotted on the map or the date of the latest 
revision. 

10. On each Key or Ind.ex Sheet the following certification shall be made, 
"I hereby certify that this map and the survey has been made under my 
innnediate supervision, and complies with t1le laws of tne State of New 
Jersey." The seal, signature, and licens~ number of the New Jersey 
Licensed Land Surveyor .preparing the tax map s_hall be affixed under 
the above statement. · (See New Jersey Attorney General's Formal· 
Opinion 1959 - No. 6, dated April 14, 1959. See Statutes relating 
to Tax Maps Page 17) ' 
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ll. Prior to the p:i:-eparation or revision of any ta.x map, these Speci-
. fications a.nd the Statutes relating to tax maps should be studied 

thoroughly. ·. Experience has proven that advanced and detailed . 
planning of the methods· to be followed produces a better tax map 
at less cost, CONSULTATIONWITH THE LOCAL PROPERTY AND PUBLIC 
UTILITY BRANCH IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED IF.ANY DETAILSPERTAINING 
TO THE PREPARAT!ON OF THE TAX MAP, SUCH AS BAS]C FORMAT, ARE NOT 
CLEAR. . . 

APPROVAL OF T.AX MAPS 

1. The Law provides that the Director, .Division of Taxation, "shall 
have full control over the preparation, maintenance, and revision. 
of all tax maps however prepared". f}fee Chapter 1.75:, Laws of 1913 
and R.S. 54:l-15(6l7 ... ·. . ;, '· . 

2. No new map or set of maps · shall be used for purposes of taxation 
until approved by the Director, Divisionof Taxation. CCba.pter 167, 
Laws of 1939; N.J.S.A. 40:146~227". . ·. • ·. 

3. After maps have been. completed and thoroughly checked by the maker 
.for compliance with.these Specifications, they shall.be .submitted 
to the Icca.1 Property and.. Public Utility. Brancll : for. examination .. and 
any revisions orcorrections found to be necessary shall be made by 
the maker of theta.xmap. This Branch reserves the right to.reject 
any tax ma.p for examination which, in its opinion, has not been 
adequately checked. for compliance with these Specifications. · 

4. When the required corrections and revisions ha.vebeen made, the tax 
map will be a.ppro~ed by the Director, Division of Taxation, and his 
official approval will be stamped on each tracing. · · 

TheiocaJ.Property and Public Utility Branch will make a set of 
prints of each approved tax map to be retained in its file. The . 
tracings will then be ma.de available to the maker of the tax map. 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS AND SURVEYS 

1. If aeria,l photQgra.phs of. the municipality are to be used as ail aid 
in the pre:par:.ttion pf.a. .. tax·ma.p, .·they.shall.be taken by a recognized 
company- experienced.in and equipped for the production of such aerial 
photographs. ·· · · · · · · · 

.· .· . . . . 
. . . . . . 

2. Vertical aerial photography may be used . to assist tn'/the. preparation 
of a tax map, if the basic map detail such as highways, roads, streets, 
railroads, streams, rivers, lakes, shore lines,. and. munic'ipal bound.a.ry · 
lines .are plotted. by a. stereoscopic or ra.diallilie method to a.void the 
displacement' or wrong location of such detail. The tracing• of an indi-. 
viduaJ. photograph or enlargement of same for such basic map deta.il will 
not be considered sufficiently accurate. · 

' 3. The aerial photography shall.be ta.ken with a.precision certified 
mapping camera.. · · 



. . . 

4. Aerial. prints shall not. be from a. flight flo1-m more ·tha.r1 three· 
years prior to date of tax ma.p compilation. · 

Note: ·Physical. changes suchas recent land developments, 
road a.l.ignments, etc. would not be shown on older 
prints or photographs. . 

5. Aerta.l. .prints to be used as an aid. in the preparation of, a tax map 
should: be from a flight flown when the: tr·ees · are bare. of foliage 
and the ground is bare of snow. · · 

6. Aerial. prints shall be supplemented by su;ffic:i.ent control points 
to insure their accuracy. The control points shall be d.erived 
from the following sources : · ' 

a. United States Coast and Geodetic Survey monuments and points. 
b. United States Geological Survey monuments and points. 
c. New Jersey Geological Survey monuments and points. 
d. Existing . surveys of private and public property. 
e. Existing highway and road surveys (~tate, County and 

Municipal). ·.·· . .· .··· .·. . . · · · 
f. Actual field surveys·by tax ma.:p maker, a New Jersey Licensed 

• Leind' Surveyor, to· ascertain. the proper location of a lot. · 

, SIZE OF TAX MAP SHEETS 

1. ·. All completed ta:x: map 'sheets shall be preps.red on high-grade £facing 
cloth, fiJ.rn base material. or polyester type plastic material, thirty.., 
six inches (3611) long by twenty,;.,fo:ur inches (24") wtde. Around each 
sheet shall be drawn a plain border line with square corners, ·allowing 
a margin of'.orie inch (1") on the upper, lower and right-hand sides, 
and three inches (3") on the left-hand side for a binding margin •. 
· (See Sugge.3ted Standards, Page 37) .· · 

2. For the purpose of this Branch's checking procedure:, the individual. 
tax map sheets should not be fastened together or bound in any manner. 

SCALES 

1. Maps shall genera.l.ly be drawn to.the following scales, depending on 
the classification of the munici:pality: 

a-~ City and urban districts ·- l" ·= 50' and l" = 100'. 
b. Rural districts - l" =200' and 1" = 400'.. . .. 
c. Large State and Federal tracts ... Scale.s to be agreed u:pon 

by this Biu.a.nch, municipality a.p.d. tax map maker. · 
. . 

2. Generally-, the samesca.le shall be used on a.11 detail sheets thI'ough-
out the taxing district, but where spec1al conditionsma.ke•it desir-
able to use more than one sea.le, this ma.y'be done by first obtaining 
permission from the Ioca.lProperty and Public UtilityBranch, 
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, J •. A supplementary sheet; or sheets, to a larger sc·a1e may be used to 
. show properties in a mino;r . settlement or development~ if this can- .. 

-.· not be clearly shown on a. smaller scale. ·(see Suggested Standards~ . 
·Page 40) ·· · 

KEY JvIAP OR SJ{EET 

r. A Key Sheet ~hall b~ ~repared for ~~ch Ill~:P to a. small scale which shall - . 
show the following cata.r. ,{$ee· _Suggestec:l Standa.ras; Page 38). -·-•· ·_._· 

a.· The boundary lines of the entire municipality;, •incl~dfng 
bearings and distances when; available. · . · .: .. · · _· · 

b. The names and lim:Lts of .all. adjacent :rrillnicipe.l:Lt-ies. . · . · 
c. All streets, roads, highways, main streams, lakes, :Local. .· 

settlements_,· major public utilities rights-c,f~"\\\'B-Y, ·airports, 
bodies of water and railroads with their proper names. .. . · 

d. The limits of special taxing d.:istricts within the municipality • 
. e. The outline and number of each detail sheet. · · · · 
· f. The outline e.nd>n~ber of _ea.ch b:Loqk. · . _.· ...... · . . .... · . 
g. The meridiarts - true and magnetic, including declination (key sheet :only) • . . . . . . . ·.. . . . . . . . ... 
h •.. Legend. . . · 
.i. 'Title block. (See Suggested. Standµ-ds, Page 31) . · . . . . 
j. Statement as follows "To show conditions asof .· (Da.te} -". 
k. The certification and seal qf .the N~w Je_rsey Li(!ensed· Land.· 

.· Surveyor. . . . ·· .. · · · · . · . · 
l. P.. blo~k. or sp1;1,qe for . the Bran<!h1 s approval stamp. . . . . 
m. A statement silitl.la.r to the. following: "The a.i-etii,s ,· boundaries· ·. 

. arid d1.mert~l.oris shown. on this 1;ax map a.re deri ye~ from "ground •· 
. survey~; ae:ria.1 surveys, and re.corded plans, map~, deeds, and . . .. · _·. .. . . . .. - . . .. . II 
. wills and a.re: ·to be _used for assessment puryose:s o~ • 

2. One or_·. more • Key Sheets. ir.:a.y be used to . ~r6perly ;3how .the required . data. 

3. . The Key Sheet shall be drawn to scale to show proper reJea.ttc,nship of ·_ 
topograph;i.c features· ~uch as roads, ra:til'oacls, streams; etc. · ·. ·. 

4 •. When a new "tax map: s~pers~d~s' an. exHting tax map,. a no~~ sh~, be. 
placed on the:.Key;Sheet or Key Sheets as follows: ''This tax map, super~ 
sedes the tax, ma.p approved · ·_. (Date) . II. This information is · 
obtainabl~ from the Loc~lProperty and fybl~c Utility B:ranch. 

DETAIL SHEETS .... 

1. Detail sheets -~fa.tax map shill be la.id out as systeinatical,ly as 
.possible to mak~ the. tax map :easy to urtderst_arid. · Streets, roads/ 
highways, streams, railroads, etc.: should be used as.' sheet 1:ililit_s . 
unless it is not practica..l to do so. The gridsyste?11.shall'not be 
used to detail a tax lD.8.p. ·. ·.· · · · · · · · -·. ' · · · 

· 2. . A true :nieridian sha.JJ. .be d.ratirri on' each detail sheet. · . 

•. f ·. 



SHEET NUMBERS 

. . 

1.. The sheets Of a tax map shall be ni.UJJ.beied consecutive1y and the 
sheet number shill be placed in the upper and lower right-hand 
corners outside o-f the border line. (See Suggested Standa.rds,1P.37 & 38) 

2. Along the inside of each border line shall be marked the number 
o:f each adjoining detail, sheet. 

BLOCK NUMBERS 

1. Block numbers shall be assigned to every block in the municipaJ.ity 
and. shall generally be consecutive, running from one a.rid up. Urtd.er 
special conditions some other method may be preferable, but it shall 
first be submitted to and approved by the IocaJ. Property and Public· 
Utility ·B:t"anch before being adopted! · 

2., Careshouid be used in connection with the assigmnent of Block 
Numbers since "Electronic Data Processing" is being used on a county-
wide basis to :r-~cord assessment information for each individual 
municipality. The use of letter designations shouldpa.rti~uia.rly 
be avoided. The division of an old. Block Number may be shown by 
using a dash opposite the old Block Number and the number 1 or the 
decimal system could be utilized in this manner -- 1.01, 1.02, etc. 

Example: Old Block Number 100 is split by a freeway into four 
blocks, yet the identity of old Block 100 must be 

· retained. 'fuen the new Block Numbers rp.ay be desig-
nated as Block Numbers 100.0l, 100.02, 100.03, and 
100. 04 or 100-01, 100-02, etc.· 

. ' ·. 

There is another system of block numberi~which identifiesthe sheet 
huinber as well .as the block number. . . 

,. I • 

Example: Sheet 1·being the first sheet, would have the blocks 
numbel:'ed 101, 102, etc.· Sheet 2 would then be the 
second sheet., having b_locks numbered 201, 202, etc. 
It would be then.possible to.have, at least, 99 · 
block numbers allocated to ea.ch tax map sheet, a. 
situation not often exceeded. · 

3. Ea.ch block sha.J.i generally be bound.edby streets, highways, rivers 
and prominent. streams; _but it shall be permissa.ble, und.er. special 
conditions, ·· to use artificial block 1ind ts, provided they a.re 
clea.rzy shown by heavy- lines and marked "Block Lilllit" _or "B.L." 

a.. Artificial block lillli ts may be established a.long a 
property line or lines. · 

b. In no case, shall any block be so extended that it will 
. include lands on both sides of any street, highmcy-, or 
promi:qent stream. · · · · · 
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c. Where rights-of-way of public utilities or railroads are 
assigned a block number to apply to their entire length, 
see Rights-of-wey and Easements on Page 29, no other block 
shall be so extended that it will include lands on both 
sides of said rights-of.,.wey or railroads. (See Suggested 
Standards, Page 47) · 

4. Block numbers shall be made prominent and distinct:i.ve anq. placed 
near.the center of each block. 

5. There shalJ. be no duplication of a block number within a munici-
pality. 

6. Block numbers used on filed maps which are located within the 
municipality maybe shown and shall be distinct in appearance and 
less conspicuous than the block number to be used on the ta.x map. 
These filed man block numbers shall not be shown on the Key Sheet 
or Sheets. (See Suggested Standards, Pages 44 & l+5) . 

7. If blocks as shown on an original tax map are later sub-divided, 
each sub-d.ivision shall generally bear the original block number 
with a number added as a subscript. For instance: if an original 
block numbe,r 16 is later sub-divided into three blocks, they would 
become blocl:. numbers 16. 01, 16. 02 and 16. 03. (See Suggested Standards, 
Page ~-1) · 

LOT NUM:sERS 

1. Lot numbers shall be assigned to every lot in the municipality in-
cluding lots along the boundary Unes, which may be assessed by an , 
adjoining municipality, and "Exempted" property, except areas oc~ 
cu:picd by :r-oadsJ streets, highways, and tidal waters outside of 
rlpariangrants. [i.J .S .A. 40: 146-27 J (See Suggested 
Standards, Ps.ges 1+1 & 44) ·. 

2. Lot numbers shall generally be consecutive in each block, running 
from one ~11d up in each block. In those areas covered by a. :'.'iled 
development map, the lot numbers from such filed maps may be 
adc:,:pted for use on the tax map, provided this method does not 
produce any duplication of lot numbers within any block. 

3 • Lot numbers shall be shown :i.n smaller and lighter figures than 
those used !'or block numbers and easily distinguishable therefrom. 

4. Lot numbers shall be placed on the lots in a systematic manner. 

5 • Filed map lot numbers may be shmm on the tax map, but shall be 
distinct in appearance and less conspicuous than the lot numbers 
used on the ·cax map. · (See Suggested Standards, Page 44) 



. . . . 

6.. Where adj~cent lots on a. filed map are combined into one holding for · 
the purpose of assessment, the lots may be shown on the tax map either 
as one_lctor_as several lots, depending on the circumstances and · 
preference of. the local officials. ··.However, the· method adopted should 
be used. th!'oughout the entire tax ma.p. (See Suggested Standards, 
Pages 44 & 1+5) ·. · 

7. If lots as• shown on an original tax map are later sub-divided, each 
. sub-division shall generallY bear the original lot number with a 
number added. as a subscript. For example: If an original. lot num-
bered 16 is sub-divided into three lots,they would become lot numbers 
16.01, 16.02 and 16.03. (See Suggested Standards, Page 42) 

8. If a lot is completely detailed on one detail sheet, the lot shall 
not be detailed on any adjoining detail sheet or sheets. 

BLOCK AND PROPERTY' LINES 

1. Property lines of lots on. a tax map. _shall be .sh6wn by a so.J.id. :Line .· 
only, somewhat lighter and .thinner than thatused for stree1is,. road.s, · 
a.nd block limits. . 

2. Property lines along strea.ms, rivers, lakes, bays,· .. and any other 
bodies of wa.ter should be clearly shown with a solid .line~ 

' ' 

3. Property lines .of lots from filed. maps, when they do not coincide 
with the prope!'ty lines. of the tax map lots, shall be shown by a 
thin broken line. · · · · · · · · · .· 

. ' . ' . ' . 

BOUNI>ARY LillES OF-MUNICIPALITIES 

. . . . . . . 

1. Boundary lines of the municipality sha.U be determined either by 
running traverse lines in the field or from other·reliable sources. 

a. :Cf traverses a.re.run, theyshall be closed and the compu-
tations may be requested by the local Property and Public 
Utility Branch for inspection ••. ···•· . . . ·.·. .•. . 

b :Reliable sources may be defined as recent tax maps of the 
adjoining muniqipalities, old maps and· descriptions of·-the 
municipality, known monuments and 1,and marks . in the boundary 
line itself, and agreement between local authorities asto 
the location of any disputed lines. /Jee R.S. 40:l~3-67, 70 
and 71, Cha'.Pter 37, Laws· of 195¥ .. . · . . ..... · . . .. ···• .. 

c. !_description of the boundary lines of the municipality shall 
··~ furnished. to this Branch when the tax map is submitted for 
inspection.; 

2. Boundary lines· of the Illl.Ulicipality shall b.e shown by a very prominent 
heavy dash and double dotted line. 
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. · .. · .· .... ·... : . ··. . -:. . . •' . ,.· :.···. . ,• . 

AJ.on8 each porti6n of the .boundary line ot the municipa.J,.ity 'shall 
be shown tbe name a.n.d limit of each adjacent muri.icipali ty, . both on. 
the Key Sheet or _Sheets and on the Detail Sheets. 

. . : 1 . '. ·: ., . . . 

. . BOUNDARIES OF SPECIAL TAXING .. :OISTRICTS 

1. Boundk-ies of. special districts for which a separate' tax ·is. a.ssess~d, --
such a.s garbage; fire and lighting districts, shall be shown on both 
the Key Sheet or Sheets a.rid_on those Detail-She~ts a:f'fecteq, by: co~-
spicuous· dash li11es, with the n.ame or other designation of su_ch _ · 
distri.ct prominently· shown along -said boundary. line. 

DIMENSIONS AND AREAS OF LOTS . 

1. The wid.th -and. depth of rectangular lots, and d.imensions -of irregular -
1ots, shall be shown. on properties assessed as .lots. · · 

2. Dime~sions ofa.crea.ge lots a.re needed~ 

3. .A scal~d dista.nc~ -may be used wlfere the exact di:stanc~ is unknown 
and ca.nnot be determined at a reasons.bl~ cost. 

a. In the case where scaied· dista.n.ces·· are-u$ed., ';(s) -shall- be 
used aft~r the dimension. Thus 1500' ($}. . __ _. __ 

1:>~ Where _the deed dist~ce is in conflict with the actual.or _ 
scaj.ed:distance,(D) shall be shown af'ter·the qeed.climep.siqn. 
Thus 1666• (D). · · · -- · ·· · · 

- 4. The area. of each alreage l~t: shall be gi1ien in a.~re~ and hunch'ed.ths -
of_a.n a.cre,_where possible~ 

' •' . . 

_ 5. Deed. areas may be u~ecf,where ·substi¢tis.lly correct. 

a.. Where the cleed . fl.I'ea is incorrect, the actual 'area. should -.. 
be shown, but thed.eed area ni8¥·a.isobe ~hown f'or com-
pa.ra.t:l,ve purposes. Exa:qi:ple: 1600.60 +· (S); . 
1490.10 Ac. + · • (D). · .. -. ·-. -- .. _-_ . .... . ...., • . - _ -_ _ ... _ -_ 

b. It is sometimes necessary to deduct road areas fyom the . _ -
deed, the area. of each lot shall be shoim separately. ·- (See 

• Suggested Standards, :Page 43). . . .. 

6. Even though :several lots in different block,s ~e covered by one 
deed, the area of ea.ch lot shall be. sh.own. s'epara.tely. (See 
Suggested Standards, Page 43). . - . . · - •·- : .. • 

. . ' . . . . . .. ,, 

7. Where a lot exte?1.ds acros~ a Detail She~t 0 border; b~t does ,not go 
qeyond the_ limit -of"the sheet, the entire lot shall generally be 
shown on that Detail Sheet. . - - . . . 

. ' 
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' ·.__ ' ' . 

8. Where a lot.must be shown in part on two or more detail sheets, the 
word ,1'Total 11 shall be' added befort thE? acreage to .. indicate that the 
.acreage shown includes ,also that portion of t~e l~t sb,own on other·, 

. detail sheets. ·· (See Suggested Standards, P~e 39) 

STREETs·· ·Ro.ADS ·A.ND.·.··. HIGHWAYS .. 
' ' ' ' 

1. All dedicated streets, roads and llighw8¥s shall he shqwn by a solid , 
line, considerably heavier than tb,e li11es used to show lot ,lines. 
(See Suggested Stand.aids) , 

2. The proper and correct names of all streets, roads and highways shall 
be shown .on Xey Sheets artd Detail Sheets. 

' ' 

3. The. widtb,s of all stree,ts, roads, alleys and higb,ways, whe.:o. known or 
determinable, shall be showri on the Detail Sheets. . 

1. 

2. 

.. '. . . . .: ' ·. ·.- ,. . .. , ' ' ' ,. . ' ':· ' . ," .. 

The rights-Of~way ,and easements, of all public utilities shall be shown. 
and their widths given on.a:f:feeted Det~il Sheets. ' 

If the, rights-of-way are OW?,led iri feE?, and ,therefore assessable, they 
ffl4Y be detailed in one o{ the following methods: · .. .. •·.. . . . 

· a. A right-of-way may be assigned a Block Number to apply to the· 
entire length,' of ~11ch right-of-way in the municipa.11.ty, as- · · 

. signing consecutive lot numbers tqportipns limit~9by roads, 
st,reets, etc., in which. qase, the ,right-of-waysba.11 be shown 1 

;with a heavy solid . block. lim:l.t .line. . . ($ee Sv.ggested · 
Standards, Page 47) · ·· · · · · 

b •. Each portion of a right-of-way limited by roads, streets, 
etc. may be assigned a lot number applicable to the block 
in which it is located; in which case the right-of-'way 

' shall. be shown with the regul~r type lot lines. (See. 
··Suggested Standards? )?age· 4 7) 

' ' 

29 

3. If a right'..qf-way is not ~wned in fee, being an easement only, it 
shall be shown with a verY- ,short .iihin 'a.ashed line and shall not be 

'assigned, a lot munber~··, The are.a included within such· easemeht shall V 

be included as part of the. lot ·thI'ough which it runs. 
. ., . 

4. The name of· the owner or user of a.11 rights~of-wa,y or easements 
shall be shown. 

CONIXJMmIUMS 

Lot numbers· shall be as.signecl. to aJ.:l. 0iots. having condominiums. · ··· · 
Detailing separate condominium units (as shown in SuggestedSta.ndard.s) 
shall. be pennis sable·~±' '.'Mast~r .··Deedl' and. ,assessing practice require 
such delin~a.tion.· (SeE? Suggested Standards, Pages 54 to 57). 
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RAILROADS 

1. Tax maps shall. show· all railroads with their correct na.tnes .and 
locations. 

2. The ra.ilroa.d property as asses;:;ed by the· State mey be shown in its 
two categories; namely Class '.I (Main Stem) aria .Class I.I (Second 
Class). (See Suggested Standards, Page48) •. 

3. Railroad property may·be shown in the same manner as outlined 
under "Rights-of-way and Easements, Par. 2". (See Suggested 
Standards, Pagoe 1~7). 

4. Prints of th~ railroad lands as assess.ed by the State of. New 
Jersey may be obtained, upon application, at a. nominal cost 
from the Iocal Property and Public Utility Branch. · 

RIVERS,· STRF.AMS AND RIPA.RIAN GRANTS 

1. Tax maps shall show all rivers and streams t-tith their: proper names · 
on the Key Sheet or· Sheets . and the respective · Detail Sheets~ . 

2. Dashed and triple dotted lines shall generally be used to. show rivers, 
streams, etc• See 11$uggested Standards", Pages 49, 50 & 51, for . . . . 

· method to be .used to illustrate streams, creeks, ;rivers, brooks, etc. 
-~ ,. . 

· . 3. A single solid. line. may be used .to indicate a small stream when it 
is also a. property line provided it is marked l'PALII. 

4. On navigable and tidal waters, dimensions. should :indicate d:istances 
to the extent of ownership only. (See Suggested Sta.nd~ds, Page 49) •. 

5. Riparian grants should b€l indicated and assigned 'lot numbers.· 
Example: Where a property owner also has a riparian gra.nt, the 
grant should be shown as a lot and assigned a subscript number to 
the present lot number. (See Suggeste9: Sta.nda.rds;, Pa.ge 51). · 

. MARSHES'. TIMBER LANDS, MINES., ETC. 
. . . 

1. If required .by yhe municipality, the ta.x map may show with a light 
dotted line, the outlines of featurestha.tmay.ha.ye a.material 
influence on iand values, such as marshes, timber lands, active 
mines, quarries,. clay pits and agricultural or fa.rm lands~ . . 

· · a. If the above features tend to distort the form.at of the 
tax map in any way, they should not be used~ . . . . 

b. Such indications may' be ad.ded to the tax map tracings in 
pencil a.f'ter. its a.pprov-a.1 by this Branch provided the 
local a.u.thorities so desire. · 

FUJOD PLAIN 

If require<l by the mun.icipality, the tax m~pwill showwith a 
dotted line the outlines.of floodplain.areas.• 

. Addi tiona.l ac1,eage and/ or . dimensions S~ould indic~te the extent · 
of flood plain areas. ·• (See Suggested. Standards; Pages 52 & 53). 



EXEMPTED ·IANDS 

' ' 

1. All lots actually exempted from taxation shal:J.. be marked with the 
word "EXEMPTED'' and numbered in their respective blocks. 

2. On each lot sc, marked, the reason for its.exemption shall be 
indicated, such as the hameof a church, school, fire house, 
municipu lands, etc. 

TITLE, BLOCK 

1. All tax map sheets shall contain in. the lower right-hand·. corner and 
within the. border lines, a title, givipg the name of the ntt.mici ... 
pality, name of county, date, scale of the individual sheet, and 
the·name and address of the New Jersey.Licensed Land Surveyor who 
made the tax niap. (See Suggested Standards, Page 37) 

2. 

1. 

2. 

Location of the title other than described in :par. l will be permitted 
if a reasonable requirement for the same is indicated .and approval 
granted. 

NAME$ OF PROPER'.L'Y OWNERS 

The names of owneis · of acreage lots in rural townships m~ be· shown 
on the tracings in penci:J.. if.the loca.l·authorities so desire. 

Where the transfer.of property is active and changes in ownership are 
frequent, the names of the owners should be omitted. 

SURVEYS 

1. . Where required oh surveyed tax maps or in,1ocating ncqntrol points" 
· for· a.erial:9hotographs,. S'J,rveys.can be made with. any qegree of 
.accuracy.desired byth~ loca.l·authorities, but' errors.shall not 
exceed the following limits: , 

a. MrJasuring in city and suburban areas, error not to exceed 
0.1' in 1,000'. 

·b. Measuring in rura.l districts, flat country, error not to 
exceed 0.5' in 1,000'. · •· · 

c. Measuring in rural. districts,. rough· a.nd hilly country, 
error not to .exceed l.01 in 1~00()',. 

2. Supplementary field surveys shall be ma.de where prope~ty lines 
ca.nnotbe determined from deed descriptions or other available 
suitable infor:ma.tion in order to insure the proper location a,nd. 
size of all lots shown on the tax map. 

3L 
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CHECKING PROCEDURES BY THE IOCAL PROPERTY AND PUBLIC UTILI'l'Y BRANCH 

1. 

2. 

' 4. 

1. 

2. 

3 •. 

The Branch will inspect and report cor:t-ections to be made by the 
tax map maker. I· 

~orrections. to be made on the tax map· will be .list~d on sheet or 
sheets so proyided and will be shown on prints of. the inap if 
prints are provideci by .the tax map malter. 

. . . 

The Branch reserves the · right to ask for cprrect.ipns in compliance 
with the requirements of. these Specifications during any period or 
periods of the checking procedure involved in the preparation of 
a.ny ta.x map. 

After the. map has. bee.n corrected, the tracings will -be stamped as 
an approved tax map. 

OUTLINE MAPS 

"Outline maps" have .not be(;ln made for m~y years according to the 
· records of the <Branch. Their u.se was very limited and their ac- . 
. curacy has been questipned through the years. · 

. . 

110utline maps II are ordinarily only a; temporary expedient; their use 
is permitted only in. Townships, and only after permission is obtained , 
from the Director, Di vision of Te.xation. ffi. S. 5k: 1-15 (3'[! · . . · 

The provisions of the Speci:fications for other types of tax" maps a.re 
. II · ·. · . II to apply to Outline maps • 

MAmTENANCE OF TAx MAPS 

1; The Director, Division of Te.xation, has full 6ontrol over the pre-:-
-paration, maintenance, and revision of all tax maps however prepared. ffi..s. 54:1-15 (6')]" . · . . · . . 

2. An approved tax _map should be maintained and revised .as hereinafter. 
specified toprovide for·its maximum and.best.us~ by the local 
assessor. 

3. The iqeal method for the. ~intenance and revision • of tax maps is, 
of course, to change thetracings of the tax map whenever a record . 
of a land transfer •requiring a .change Js received by the maintainer 
However, this is not always the practical solution since most of the 
tax map maint.ainers have many other duties to perform. , Hence, . it is 
essential that . soine regularly scheduled program of tax map mainten-
ance and revision should be started and.continued on a weekly, a 
monthly, oratleast .an annual basis to assure the assessor that the 
tax map that · he uses to make his assessments i.s eorrect. 



. . -- ' 

4. It is important that a spirit of complete cooperation exist between 
the assess6r and the ma.intainer of the tax map in ordertofa.cilitate 
the proper ma.intena.nce C>f the tax map. · 

5 •. The Formal Opinion 1959 .:. No. 6 by the Attorney General of·.the State· 
of New Jersey required New Jersey Licensed Land Sur-veyors to seaJ. 
and to certify all tax maps made and filed in this State. Hence, 
it. is assumed that the maintainer of a tax map shall also be a New 
Jersey Licensed Land Surveyor. · 

6. If.any tracings of a tax map have been· completely revised due to new 
roads, land developments, etc., it is possible to have them re~1hecked 
and.re-stamped by this Branch when the maintainer feels that such a 
procedure is. warranted •. · 

C0NCLUS!0NS. ·· 

·. If in doubt concerning eny Phase bf the taJ<; map preparation, 
maintenance or revision, please·feel free to consult the Iccal Property 
and Public Utility Branch, their experienced personnel will be glad to 
assist you in every possible.manner. · 

33 
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. ¾aoRDER UNE ------"-.....,. 

TRIM . UNE ~---"------'----I-•""" 

SHEET NUMBER 

. -SPACE FOR 

. *CERTIFK:ATEAPP:,~\\~TITL~ 
SEAL& SIGNATURE·. . . . --

. - -- . . 36" ~-. -',-o-------'-----~-----,-----w,t 

-- STANDARD TAX MAP SHEET 

TAX MAP 
TOWNSHIP OF MEN.DHAM 

- MORRIS COUNTY, 
SCALE : .. 111::_.· ____ _ 

. . 

NEW J_ERSEY · 
· (DATE) 

(NAME OF:N.J. LICENSED· LAND SURVEYOR). 
(ADDRESS -STREET AND CITY)· 

,.TO -SHOW CONDITIONS AS OF . (DATE} 

*KEY SHEET ONLY 
- - . 

TYPICAL TITLE B1 ... 0CK _· 
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SEE INSERT 11AQ BELOW 
•WESTGATE TOWERS,; 

. CONOOMINUMS 
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. 100' ' 
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1.01 

BLOCK NO. 42.01.·· 
GROUND . FLOOR 
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LOT NUMBERS: 
3rd Floor Units= 3.01 thru 3.16 . 

TYPICAL..;. 
FLOOAS 2nd thru 11th .. 

4th ,, ;, 4.01 11. 4J6 
I Ith 11 " 11.01 11 11.16 

. . 
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