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I-80 Eastbound Sinkhole

Last Update: June 03, 2025

ALL LANES OPENED IN BOTH DIRECTIONS
On Saturday, June 21

OVERVIEW
The New Jersey Department of Transportation closed and detoured I-80 eastbound at Exit 34 in Wharton, Morris County on Monday,

February 10 after a depression in the center lane was observed.

While NJDOT crews were conducting soil tests that night, the roadway collapsed. Crews excavated and stabilized the 11-foot by 11-

foot sinkhole that was approximately four-feet deep. The compromised roadway is 75 feet away from a 40-foot by 40-foot sinkhole

that was repaired in the right shoulder of I-80 eastbound near mile post 34 in late December 2024.

February Sinkhole

When the sinkhole developed in February, the Department immediately began a series of geotechnical tests on I-80 eastbound and

westbound to gain an understanding of subsurface conditions.
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Subsurface scanning

A drilling and grouting operation was undertaken to stabilize I-80 eastbound and to determine the area in which more extensive

repairs are needed.

On March 19, an approximately 15-foot by 15-foot sinkhole opened up in the median in the I-80 eastbound work zone. Out of an

abundance of caution, NJDOT immediately closed and detoured all lanes on I-80 westbound at Exit 34B/Route 15 northbound.

Crews worked overnight to stabilize the area around the median sinkhole and tested I-80 westbound to assess the roadway’s

integrity and determine what is necessary to reopen I-80 westbound.

A significant void was found under the left lane, requiring all westbound lanes to remain closed and detoured at Exit 34B until it is

repaired. Final design of the I-80 westbound repairs is nearing completion, with westbound repairs beginning thereafter.

If everything progresses as planned, the repair of two lanes on I-80 eastbound will be completed and reopened in mid-May, with the

remaining lanes expected to reopen soon after

If everything progresses as planned, two lanes on I-80 westbound will be completed and reopened by the end of May, with the

remaining lanes expected to reopen soon after.

There will be two separate crews working concurrently – one on the eastbound side and one on the westbound side – to
expedite repairs. Crews will continue working 24 hours a day until repairs are completed and the highway reopened.
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Drilling and Grouting

MILESTONES

Milestone Status

Establish emergency detour route Complete

Establish two-way traffic for residents Complete

Revise Signal Timing to Improve Traffic Flow Complete

Conduct Geotechnical Tests Complete

Proactive Drilling and Grouting Complete

I-80 westbound testing Complete

Quality Assurance Testing Complete

Monitoring System Installation Complete

I-80 eastbound paving Complete

I-80 eastbound 2 lanes Reopen Opened May 21

I-80 westbound paving Complete

I-80 westbound 2 lanes Reopen Opened May 30

I-80 westbound left lane and median paving Complete

I-80 westbound all lanes reopened Opened June 14

I-80 eastbound left lane and median paving Complete

I-80 eastbound all lanes reopened Opened June 21

PROJECT SCHEDULE
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I-80 Westbound

Two lanes on I-80 westbound reopened at approximately 10 p.m. Friday, May 30 and the I-80 westbound detour utilizing Exit

34B was removed.

All lanes on I-80 westbound reopened Saturday, June 14, 11 days ahead of schedule.

I-80 Eastbound

Two lanes on I-80 eastbound reopened at approximately 10 p.m. Wednesday May 21 and the I-80 eastbound detour utilizing

Exit 34 was removed.

All lanes on I-80 westbound reopened Saturday, June 21, 4 days ahead of schedule

Click here to open Project Schedule pdf
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EMERGENCY REPAIR PHASES
The path to completing emergency repairs and reopening I-80 eastbound has several phases. The timing for each phase has not yet

been determined. However, the entire repair is expected to take approximately two months:

Geotechnical tests to assess the condition of the roadway base are complete. These tests established our work area and

helped identify approximately 150 locations to drill and grout.
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Drilling and grouting operations to probe subsurface conditions are complete. This work has stabilized the area under the

roadway by filling holes and small voids and outlined the area where a more extensive repair is required.

Repairing I-80 eastbound and westbound is ongoing. The repair will include excavating the area, installing a base of large

stone and micropiles into the bedrock to support a concrete slab. Additional fill and soil will be placed on top of the concrete

and compacted before several layers of asphalt will be applied to reconstruct the road.

Quality assurance testing will be done while repairs are being made and following completion of the repair to ensure the

long-term stability of the roadway and the integrity of the repairs.

Installing a monitoring system to track surface and underground conditions will be done as part of the repair. There will be

three types of monitors. Remote sensing technology on poles will scan the pavement for changes, while sensors beneath the

road will detect early signs of subsurface movement. Deeper underground devices will monitor long-term soil stability.

Milling and paving the work area for a safe, smooth driving surface and reopening the road is the final phase.

Median Excavation

EMERGENCY FUNDING
Governor Phil Murphy declared a State of Emergency for Morris County on March 8 to enable access to Federal funding. The

Declaration was one step in the process to apply for emergency federal funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

NJDOT is continuing to work with FHWA.Governor Murphy lifted the State of Emergency for Morris County on June 21.

Location Map
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