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Slavery and Servitude in New Jersey 

SLAV E RY existed in America lon g before 1619, when 
the Dutch traders brought their cargo of human freight 

. to Jamestown. The Aztecs of Mexico enslaved not only 
their enemies taken in battle, but those of their own nation 
who were convicted of theft and other crimes. "By a stern 
law," says Prescott, " every tax defaulter was liable to be 
taken and sold as a slave." The same authority adds that 
slave dealing was an honorable calling am ong the Aztecs. 
After the discovery, in 1492, the unsuspecting natives of the 
West Ind ies, race and stock of the Aztecs,.were seized by the 
Spaniards and put to work in the mines.* 

Las Casas, whose father accompanied Columbus on his 
first voyage, and who was honored with the title of "Pro­
tector of the Indians," outraged at the exhibitions of cruelty 
in Cuba, proposed to relieve the natives by sending out Cas­
tilian laborers and importing negro slaves trom Africa. As 
a youth in Spain, La s Casas had been attended by an Indian 
page wh om his father had brought with him from Hispan­
iola. Thus the uncompromising advocate of fr eedom for 
the Indian began his career as the owner of a slave.t 

Although Las Casas succeeded in substituting the negro 
for the Indian as a slave, he did not prevent Indian slavery, 
especially in the English colonies on the mainland, where, 
for many years, Indians, taken prisoners in war. were held 
as slaves. In a few cases, too, the whites who landed along 

---r­
*AA account of this phase of American slavery is given in Fiske's 

Discovery of America, Vol. I I. 
t Prescott's "Conquest of Mexi co," Vol. I , Bk. 2 , ch. 8. 
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the unsettled coast could not resist the temptation to entice 
the Indians aboard ship, and then sail away to sell them 
inthe settlements elsewhere.* 

*Lawson historian of North Carolina (pp. 73, 74), writing of those 
New Englanders who sought to plant a colony at the mouth of Cape 
Fear River, in 1660, says th ey were driven off by the Indians, whose 
children they had sent north under pretext of having them educated. 
The Indians suspec ted that their children had been sold into slavery, 
and became so hostile that the whites were glad to leave that part of 
the coun try. . 

In a report made to the States-General of H olland, in 1616, Cap­
tain Hendrickson speaks of having discovered and explored "certain 
lands, a bay and three rivers" (the Delaware, S chuylkill and Maurice 
Rivers), in a small yacht tof six teen tons burden named the "Onrest," 
built at Manhattan. In th is report to the States-General he further 
describes some of the productions of the count ry, a nd says th at he 
bought three of th e native inhabitants from the Mingoes and Mohicans, 
who held them in slave ry, and for whom he gave in exchange kettles, 
beads and merchandise. 

An instance o f the cap tur ing of Indians for slaves is found in th e 
account of the Tuscarora war, in North Carolina. When the a tt ack 
began, in 17Il, Governor Hyde, of North Carolina, sent to th e Gov­
ernor of South Carolina for aid. He directed his agents there not to 
fail to represent "that great advantage m<1Y be made of slaves, there 
being many of them, women a nd children-may we not beli eve three o r 
four thousand?" The Indian allies, coming from South Carolina to aid 
Hyd e, took back ' a great number o f slaves from the conquered people 
in N orth Carolina. The Indians, said Colonel P ollock, as soo n as the y 
had taken the fort and secured th eir slaves, marched away st raig ht to 
their hom es. Tom Blount, eh~ef of a tr ibe of friendly Indians in that 
secti on, also secure d his capth,~s for slaves. H e proposed to attack a 
certain small tribe, in which he thought th ere might not be enough 

,.	 people to giv e each o f his own warrior s an Ind ian slave, and he accord­
ingly ask ed the N orth Carolina Council to promise some rew ard to 
tho se who might not happ en to have slaves allo tted to th em. Most of 
the Indian slaves taken in this Tuscarora war were carried to other 
colonies, ~ good many going to Ma ssachusett s and Connecticu t. They 
were sold' Tor about ten pounds each. More than 700 of them were 
captured and sold before th e war was ended. 

Strachey, in his "Travayl e into Virginia ," speaks of a story that ... he had from the subjects of an Indian ch ief, E yanoco, who lived at 
R itanoe, somewhere in the region to the south of Virginia, a nd wh o 
had seve n whites who had escaped out o f the ma ssacre at Roanoke, and 
the se he used to beat copper. "It is not impro bable that there is a 
shadow of truth in th e sta tement, althou gh th e det a ils mu st be ficti­
tious," say s Dr. John Spencer Bassett, in hi s monograph on slave ry and 
servitude in North Ca ro lina. "T hat the Indians of th e colony lat er .on 
did enslave the wh ites whom they could take in thei r waters o r wh o 
were sh ipw recked off th e coast, we kn ow fr om the preamble ~f an ac t 
o f th e Assembly about 1707. This form of wh ite ser vitude left no trace 
in th e lif e of the colony." 
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W ith the white man enslaving the red through greed of 
ga in, small wonder i s it that the red man enslaved the white, 
the motive in the latter case, however , being revenge, ra ther 
than profit. The first slaves that we hear of in Nor th Caro­
lina were white people, whose masters were Ind ian s; seven 
whites who had escaped from the massacre at Roanoke in 
I7II being enslaved by the Indians. Pe r contra, the first 
slaves that we hear of in New Jersey, were Indians and 
their masters were white people. During the first half of 
the seventeenth century, the Swedes on the Delaware and 
the Dutch on the Hudson enslaved members of the various 
tribes thereabout. * ­

The Dutch settle rs of New Am sterdam, also, afte r the 
manner of the times in New Je rsey, tri ed to enslave the 
aborig inal red men, .but the task proved both harassing and 
unprofitable. Indeed, thi s attempted enslaving of the In ­
dians by the Dutch burghers led to such trouble that the 
burghers, in self defence , built a wall across the lower end 
of Manhattan, whereby the liberty -loving red man was kept 
from driving the slave-catching white man over the bat ­
tery and into the bay. The site of this wall is now the 
money mart of New Yf::>rk. 

The Dutcht and Swedes, first settlers 0 1 "the Hudson and 
Delawa re, respectively, finding In dian slavery impossible, 
brought negroes to our province from the west coast of 
Afr ica ; but while slavery was one vi the social customs of 

*In 1640 it was enacted in Massachus etts th at th ere shall never be 
any bond slaver)' in that provin ce, unless it be th e lawful captiv es take 
in " j ust wars," o r such as shall willingly sell themselves, In N ew J er­
sey there was no war of ex ter mination, as in Massachu setts, and no 
cap tives taken in "j ust war s," but the Indians-a few it rnav be-were 
enslave d from t~e b~ginni ng, and ' half -br eeds, the off-sp ring o f Indian 
moth er s, were likewise ens laved, As lat e as 1797, in a habeas corpus 
proceeding, Chief Justice Kinsey delivered an opinion befor e the Su­
p~eme Cou rt, in, which. he said, '.'The Ind ia ns have been so long recog­
nized a'S slaves 111 ou r law that It would be as great a violation of the 
~ i ghts to establish a cO,ntra ry doct rine at the present day as it wo uld be 

· 111 the case of the African, and as useless to investiga te the ma nner in 
which they orig inally lost thei r freedom," 

t See page 40 of thi s monograph. 
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these two colonizing nations, it did not become a recognized 
system until the advent of the English in 1664.* 

The earliest recorded instance of ownership of negro 
slaves in New Jersey is that of Colonel Richard Morris, of 
Shrewsbury, who, as early as 1680, had sixty or seventy 
slaves about his mill and plantation. It is said that ten 

. years later nearly all the inhabitants of northern New Jer­
sey owned slaves.t · 

Queen Anne's instruction to her cousin, Lord Combury, 
Governor of New Jersey, shows clearly a desire to encourage 
the importation of African slaves, and the Governor was 
specifically instructed to report annually the numser there­
of. A statute passed in 1714, and repealed in 1721, impos­
ing a duty of ten pounds on every slave imported for sale, 
was called forth by the desire to stimulate the introduction . 
of white servants, a similar statute in Pennsylvania having 
had that effect.:f: 

Small as she is and large as was her interest in slavery, 
New Jersey was surpassed by Rhode Island-"little Rhodie" 
-in the magnitude of her importations from Africa. 

In 1770 Rhode Island had as many as 170 vessels engaged 
in the slave trade, and it is undoubtedly true, as Samuel 

*A certain Conningsmarke, a Swede, popularly known as "the long 
Finne," having been convicted of stirring up an insurrection in Dela­
ware, as part of his punishment, was sentenced by the Council at New 
York, in 1669. to be sent to "Barbadoes, or some other remote planta­
tion, to be sold ." After having been kept prisoner in the "Stadt-honse 
at York" for a year, the long Finne was duly transported to Barbadoes 
and sold into slavery.-Smith's History of New Jersey, pp. 53, 54. 

r Al though begun during the proprietary period. previous 'to 1702, 
slavery in New Jersey did not become a recognized system until the 
tim e of Queen Anne, when there was a steady increase in the number 
of slaves until 1776, with special forms of trial and punishment pre­
scribed in the criminal law. This was also the period of a strong aboli­
tion movement among the Friends, ending in 1776, with the denial by 
Friends of the right of membership in -their societyto slaveholders, 

tQueen Anne was "willing to recommend" to the Royal African 
Company that the province "may have a constant and sufficient supply 
of merchantable negroes, at moderate rates," and the Governor, on his 
part. wa s instructed to "take especial care" to secure prompt payment 
for th e same. 
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Hopkins says in his "Reminiscences," that Rhode Island 
was more deeply interested in the slave trade than any other 
colony in New England. There is a record of one good 
old elder, whose ventures on the African coast always turned 
out ~ll, who returned thanks on the Sunday following the 
arrival of a slaver into the harbor of Newport, in these 
words: "An overruling Providence has been pleased to 
bring to this land of freedom another cargo of benighted 
heathen, to enjoy the blessings of a gospel dispensation."* 

Sir John Hawkins, who, asIs well known, commanded 
the first English expedition to Africa for slaves, issued to 
his captains the following orders: "Serve God daily; love 
one another; preserve your victuals; beware of fire; keep 
good company." It has been said that "Hawkins sailed on 
the ship Jesus, with faith as serene as if he had sailed on a 
crusade." At one time they were so long becalmed at sea 
as to face starvation, but the pious slaver says in his notes, 
"Almighty God, who never suffereth his elect to perish, 
sent us the ordinary breeze." 

The infamy of this slave traffic was attached quite as 
much to the people of the North as to those of the South. 
In fact, the well-to-do deacons and church members of New 
England controned the business. The history of that time 
rc' eals Peter Faneuil with one hand piling up profits from 
J s immense slave trade, while with the other he was erect­
ing a cradle of liberty in Boston, and dispensing private and 

*Originally the right to enslave the negro was based on the fact 
that he was a pagan. If such were the case, the early American colon­
ists asked themselves, wbuld not conversion enfranchise him? It was 
a matter of doubt in the minds of the settlers, and hence they hesitated 
to allow their negroes to become converted. Maryland, in 1671, en­
acted that conversion or baptism should not be taken to give freedom 
to slaves. In 1677, an English court gave an opinion that converted 
slaves were "infranchised." James Adams, a clergyman of the Estab­
lished Church, who was in North Carolina in 1709, complained because 
the masters would "by no means permit their slaves to be baptized, hav­
ing a false notion that a Christian slave is by law free." A few of the 
negroes, he said, were instructed in the principles of religion, but they 
were not baptized. [See note on page 40.] 
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public charity. New England vessels,* outward bound, 
were laden with rum , which was traded to A frican chiefs 
for a cargo of prisoners, and these, with other blacks whom 
the ship captains might chance to steal, were taken to the 
southern ports or to the W est Indies and traded for molasses. 
The molasses was in turn brought to New England and 
converted into rum, wherewith to buy another cargo of 
negroes in the dark continent. In 1750, Newport carried 
on an extensive business of this character. Three hundred 
distilleri es, we are told, were in operation, and the tonnage 
of the vessels lying at the town 's wharves exceeded that of 
New York. Mrs. S towe, in her tale of "T hc Mini ster's 
W ooing," has portrayed in the most interestin g manner the 
awakening of the New E ngland conscience to thc'Sinful­
ness of buying and selling human souls.t Perth Amb oy 

*T he Fame, a noted slave r and privateer of Newport, had a keel 7S 
fee t long. T he space bet ween decks, where the slave s were kept during 
the time the cargo was accum ula ting ( th ree to ten mon ths) , an d while 
cro ssing the Atlantic, was usually a roo m as long a nd as wide as th e 
ship, but only 3 or 4 feet high. T he men we re ironed togeth er , two by 
two, by the an kles, but the wome n and child ren were left un ironed. The 
irons on the men were fastened to the deck or ceiling. W ith the in­
cr easing dema nd came a change in the methods of obtaining ca rgoes. 
Originally the t rad e wa s confined to captives in war, but subseq uently 
raids were resorted to, and f ree men ·were kidnapped and sold in the 
most heartless mann er. T reacher y an d mu rd er were commo n pra ctices 
resorted to in or de r to secure a few slaves. A fter the tr ade was out­
lawed, in lSo7, crui ser s were stationed on the Afr ican coas t to stop the 
work of the slavers. The slav e ships ca me t o the coas t disgu ised as 
honest trad ers, and watched for a day when th e coast was clear; th en 
th ey got their slaves Quickly 011 board and sai led away. T o enabl e a 
ship to load Quickly, depots were established at conv enient point s and 
pens were built by sett ing tr ee trunks int o the gr ound to make a high I 
fence. In th ese the slaves were held by th e hundred; som et imes more , 
than a thousand were imprisoned in one pen to awa it the a rriva l of a 
ship. Kidnapping and raid ing increased until th e market pri ce of slaves 
fell as low as fr om $12 to $20 a head. The demand continued becau se 
the hardship s of slave lif e kill ed off the slaves mor e rapidly than slave 
children were born. The blockade of th e Confederate ports by the F ed­
er al ships in 1861 ended slave smuggling. 

t Th e Quest ion of slaver y being before Congress on April 19, 1784, 
T homas J effer son, wh o was opposed to the buy ing and selling of hum an 
beings, proposed to ex clud e slave ry fr om all the Southern and W est­
ern States adm itt ed after 1800. The effect of th is would have been to 

-
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was New Jersey's chief port of entry and blacks were to be 
seen there in goodly numb ers, many of them freshly im­
ported and still bearing their trib al marks. Adults sold for 
from 40 to 100 pounds, and a ch ild of two or th ree years 
brought from 8 to IS pounds.* 

A society for the abolition of slavery was formed in New 
J ersey as early as 1786. T he constitution, afte r mention­
ing " life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness as the uni­
ver sal rights of men," concludes with the statement that 
" we abhor that inconsiderate, illibera l and interested policy 
which withholds those righ ts from an unfortunate and de­
g raded class of our fellow creatures." This society, of 
which Joseph Bloomfield was its one-t ime president, was 
influential in obtaining legislation for th e abolition of slavery 
in New J ersey.t • 

confine slavery to the southeas t co rne r of th e country. The measu re 
was lost in Congress for lack of a single vote. H ad that New J er sey 
delegate, J ohn Beatty, been pre sent, wh ose illness kept him at home that 
day, the history of thi s country on th e slave ry quest ion might have 
been wholly changed. Mr. Beatt y would have voted in fa vor of J effer­
son's measure. 

*In 1744 a bill to proh ibit the importat ion of slaves was rej ected by 
the Council of N ew J er sey, wh ich declared that eve n the mere discour­
agemer... of importation was undesirabl e. The Council maint ained that 
the colon y at that time had grea t need of labor er s. An expedition to 
the W est Indies had drawn off man y inha bita nts, and the pr ivateer ing 
profession had attracted ma ny others. F or these causes wages had 
risen so high that " fa rmers, tr ading-m en and tradesmen" only with 
g rea t d ifficulty wer e able to car ryon thei r bus iness. In 1761 the ques­
tion of a duty on slaves was und er d iscuss ion. T he free importat ion 
of ' negroes had then become a sour ce of inconvenience. A la rge num­
ber of slaves were "landed in this province every yea r in order to be 
run into Ne w Yo rk and P ennsylvan ia," whe re dut ies had been establish­
~d . Furtherm ore, New Je rsey had become ove rstocked wit h negroes. 

t J ohn Woolma n, a Quaker, native of Mt. H olly, first sugg ested the 
idea o f abo lishing the slave trade in Am er ica. H e pub lished man y tr acts 
aga ins t slave ry and argu ed against it pu blicly, ma king long journe ys to 
ta lk to ind ividua ls on the subjec t. I n the cou rse of a visit to Engl and 
he vis ited York , where he died of smallpox on October 7, 1772. Dr. 
Stephen B. W eeks, in "S outhern Q uaker s and Sl avery," says the first 
man in America to preach immedia te an d unc ond it ional emancipatio n 
was Cha rles Osborn, born in Nort h Carolina, and Levi Coffi n, of " un­
derground railwa y" fame, a nat ive of the same Stat e. 
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An act prepared by th is society and passed by the Legis­
lature in 18°4, provided for the gradual aboliti on .of slave ry 
in thi s St ate. E very child born of a slave after the fourth 
day of J uly of that yea r was to be fr ee, but should remain 
the ser vant of the owner of the mother until the age 0'1..
twent y-five yea rs, if a male, and twenty-one if a female. 
The right to transfer this "servant" to another person was 
gua ranteed by the act. * 

*Th e slave populatio n o f New Jersey at different per iods, according' 
to the census re turns, was as follows: 

In	 1790 11,423 
1800 " 12,422 
1810 " 10,851 
1820 7,557 
1830 " ~ 2,254 
1840 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 674 
1850 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . 236 
1860. .. . . . . . . ... .. .... . . . . . .. .. . . . . ... . ... . . ... . . 18 ( .' 

In 1860 there were four slaves in Hunterd on county ; one in Mid­
dlesex; one in Morris; tw o in Passaic ; nine in Somerset and one in 
W arren, making a total of eight een. H annah Mand eville, formerly a 
slave, and the last of he r kind in Ne w Je rsey , died at Newark, on No­
vember 10, 1902. She was past ninety years of age. Mrs. Mandeville 
was a widow, her hu sband having died thirty-two yea rs previously. Be­
fore the war she belonged to the old Condict estate in Hudson CO! lI1ty. 
When the war fre ed her she went to P ompton Plains with her hu sband . 
Anthony Ma .sdeville, an d lived there a number o f yea rs, a fterward 
moving to Newa rk. 

A free negr o was entitle d to vote in New Jersey duri ng the ea rly 
yea rs. T he suffrage wa s not confined to whites by the Con st ituti on 
adopted in 1776. Article IV states that "all inhabitants of this colony, 
of full age, who ar e worth fifty pounds * * * and have res ided 
wit hin the count ry" for twelve mon ths are entitled to vote. Not until 
the new Constitutio n was adopted , in 1844, was the elective franchise 
limited to whites. I n 1793, as proo f of the illegalit y of an elect ion for 
dete rmining a site for th e Middlesex County J ail and Court H ouse, it 
was stated th at "a negro man was admitted to vote, wh o had no legal I
resid ence, and his declaration tha t he had been manumitted in an oth er I 
S tate was received as sufficient proo f of his being entitled to vote." 
The implica tion here is that a negro, able to show clea r proof of his 
free dom, and having a legal residence, was entitled to vote: 

It was a part of the un iversal law of slaver y that a slave sho uld not 
testify aga inst p. white per son in the courts. In N orth Carolina, when 
char ged with compli city with T each , the pir at e, known as "Bl ackbeard," 
in 1719, Tobias Kni ght urged, in his defen ce, that th e prosec ution had 
in troduced the evidence of four negro slaves , "which by the law s and 
customs o f all Am eri ca oug ht not to be examined as evidence." No t 
sa tisfied with denyi ng them th e right to test ify ag ainst the whites, the 



J 
II 

Under the operation of this act and a further act passed 
a few years later (r820) it was supposed that slavery in 
New Jersey would gradually disappear, but both laws proved 
ineffective. Still later (1846) another act was passed, 
abolishing slavery, but 'even this did not bring about the 
complete emancipation of the slaves. This last ,"abolition" 
--- ----\­
Assembly of North Carolina, in 1741, enacted, that if any negro, mul­
atto or Indian bond or free, be found to have testified falsely, he should, 
without f urther trial, be ordered by the court to hav e one ear nailed to 
the pillory and there to stand one hour, at the end of which time -tha t 
ear should be cut off; -then the other ear should be nailed to the pillory, 
and at th e end of another hour be cut off as the former. Finally the 
Iuckless fellow received thirty-nine lashes on his bare back, "well laid 
on." 

, In 16g4 a Monmouth county ju st ice sentenced a negro named 
"Caesar," convicted of murder, as follows: "Thy hand shall be cut 
off and burned before thine eyes . Then th ou shalt be hanj, ed up by 
the neck until thou art dead, dead, dead; then thy body shall be cut 
down and burned to ashes in a fire, and so the Lord have mercy on 
thy soul, Caesar."-"Story of an Old Farm," by Andrew D. Mellick, 
p. 225· 

Mr. Andrew D. Mellick, in his int eresting " Story of an Old Farm," 
gives/a. very good description of slavery in Somerset county. The 
slaves-twere granted th eir holidays .and enjoyments. In th e week fol­
lowing Christmas they generally gave a party, to wh ich the respectable 
colored people of the neighborhood were invited . The whol e week was 
one of great festivity, and but little work was expected of the blacks. 
Again, the day of "ge neral tra ining" (usually in June) was another 
gr eat holiday for these slave s. This dr ill of the mil itia was regarded 
as a kind of fa ir and was a time of great sociability. The family ne­
groes alJ ~nd ed in a large wagon , taking with them root beer and 
ginger cakes to offer for sale. 

To what extent negroes in New J ersey took part or aid ed in the 
Revolution it is difficult to determine. A law of 1780, for the recruiting 
of the remainder of New Jersey's quota of tr oops for the service of the 
United States, forbids the enl istment of slaves. The follow ing year a 
law for the sam e purpose repeats the prohibition . Yet slaves from New 
Jersey served. in various capac ities, both the State and the F ederal Gov­
ernment -dur ing the war. Two instances are recorded when a slave was 
man~itted by an act of the Legislature as a reward for faithful ser­
vice in the Revolutionary cause. In the manuscript notes of a septu a­
genarian , quoted by Mickle in his "R eminiscences of Old Gloucester ," 
published in 1845, we arc told that he (the septuagenarian) was in the 
fort at Red Bank on th e Delaware on th e morning of October 23, 1777, 
th e day after the battle, when he saw that a number of the men und er 
Colonel Gr eene were blacks and mulattoes. 

By the slave law of 1714 any "negro, Indian o r mulatto slave," mur­
dering or attempting th e death of any freeman, wilfully murdering 
any slave, committing arson, "rape on any fr ee sub ject," or mutil a­
tion of any fre e person, is to suffer the penalty of death. The man ­
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law substituted apprenticeship for slavery, and every slave 
became an apprentice for life, bound to his owner, unless 
volun tarily discharged from service. 

T wenty-two years ago ( 1880) that distinguished Jers~y­
man, H on. Garret A. H obart, native of Monmouth, .and at 
that time a member of the State Senate, introdu ced and 

ner of death , howev er , is not specified, but is to be such as the "ag­
gr avation or enormity of their crim es," in th e judgment of th e j us­
tices and freeholders tr ying th e case, "s hall merit and require." The 
test imony of slaves was admitted in th e trials. When a slave was 
exec uted, th e own er received for a negro man thirty pounds and for 
a woma n twenty pounds, the money being raised by a poll tax upon 
all the slaves in the county above fourteen years of age and under fifty. 

A form of execution frequ ently chosen was burningllitat th e stake. 
At Perth Amboy, in 1730, a negro was burnt for th e murder o f an 
it inerant ta ilor. In Berg en county, in 1735, a slave, "J ack," was 
burnt. H e had beaten his master , had threaten ed to murder both his 
master and his master' s son and to burn his master 's house, and when 
arrested he tr ied to kill himself. In Somerset county, in 1739, a neg ro 
was burnt for brutally murder ing a child, a ttempting to murder the 
wife of his overseer and sett ing fire to his master ' s barn. In 1741 
two negroes wer e burnt for settin g on fire seve ral ba rns in th e neigh­
borhood of H ackensack. The New York negro plot of 1741 cau~ed 
many exec utions by burning as well as by han ging in Ne w J e: )cy. 
-Whitehead's "E arly Histo ry of Perth Ambo y," pp. 318-320 ; W eClely 
Post Boy, July 2, 1750 ; New Jersey Archives XII, p. 652. 

In 1734 a rising near Somerville was feared. Ce rtain negro quar­
te rs some miles remot e from Colonel Thomas Leonard 's dwellin g-house 
had become a rend ezvou s for LIe negr oes of th e neighb orhood. T he 
slaves sto le fr om th eir masters provisions of va rio us so rts, which th ey 
carried to their place of meeting and feas ted upon, some times in large 
companies. It was claimed that at one of the se meetings some hun­
d reds had en tered into a plot to ga in the ir free dom by a mass acre of 
th e whites . A belief on the part of the neg roes that they were held 
in slavery contrary to th e posit ive o rde rs of K ing George appear s to 
have been an element cont ribut ing to th e excitement. Acco rdi ng 'to th e 
plan of the conspira to rs, as soon as th e weather becam e mild enough 
so that living in the wood s might be possible, a t some midn ight agreed 
upon , all the slaves were to rise and slay their masters. The build­
ings were to be set on fire and th e dr aught hors es killed. Finally, the 
negroes, having secured the best saddle hor ses, wer e to fly to the In­
dians and join them in the French .interest. Su spicion of a negro plot 
was first a ro used by th e impud ent remarks of a drunken slave. H e 
and another negro were arrested, 'and at their trial the abov e deta ils 
wer e brought out . The insurrection, believed to be threateni ng, was 
suppressed with con siderable severity. About thirty negroes were ap­
prehend ed ; one of th em was hang ed ; some had their ears cut off, and 
oth ers were whipped. P oison was found on several of them.-New 
Jersey Arch ives XI, pp, 333, 340. 
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had passed a bill which removed from the statutes the last 
vestige of slavery in New Jersey. An act permitting the 
master of a slave to take him or her to the public work­
house,' to be whipped, had remained on the statute books 
for many years, contrary to the l~ws of the United States, 
and it was this obsolete law which was thus repealed by 
Mr. Hobart.* 

That delirium of the New York people in 1741, known as the "Ne­
gro Conspiracy," appears to have spread to some extent into neighbor­
iug New Jersey, also, Mr. W. , A. Whitehead thinks that this panic 
caused many executions in New Jersey. In one day seven barns were 
burned at Hackensack; an eighth caught fire three times, but fortu­
nately was saved. It was believed that these were set on fire by a 
combination of slaves, for one negro was taken in the act. The people 
of the neighborhood were greatly alarmed and kept under arms every 
night. Two negroes charged with committing the crime were burned. 
In the Account Book of the Justices and Freeholders of Essex county 
are the following items: "June 4, 1741, D i.niel Harrison sent in his ac­
count of wood carted for burning two negroes." * * * "February 
25, 1741-2, Joseph Heden, acct. for wood to burn th e negroes Mr. 'Fa r­
rand p-ud allowed 0.7.0. Allowed to Isaac Lyon 4 curry for a load of 
wood' ,0 burn the first negro, o;4.o."-"A Study of Slavery in New Jer­
sey," by Henry S. Cooley. 

A law of 1754 provided that in the borough of Eli zabeth, servants 
and slaves accused of "any misdemeanor or rude or disorderly behav­
ior, " being brought before the Mayor, may be "committed to the work­
house to hard labor" and receive corporal puni shment not exceeding 
thirty stripes. In 1799 the system was established throughout the State. 
"Any stubborn, disobedient, rude or intemperate slave or male ser­
vant" might be committed to the workhouse to endure confinement and 
labor, at the discretion of a Justice of the Pe ace. The master paid the 
cost of maintengpce of the slave wh ile so confin ed. 

, In 1768, Hendrieck Christian Zabriskie, of Bergen county, was 
awarded thirty pounds for his negro named Harry, lately executed for 
the murder of Claas Toers. The money was collected from the slave­
owners of the county, upon the basis of an assessment of ten pence per 
head upon all slaves in the county. 

In Hackensack, in 1769, a slave pleading guilty to the charge of 
stealing was whipped at the public whipping po st and before the houses 

'of two prominent citizens, with thirty-nine lashes, on each of three days. 
being taken from place to place tied to a cart's tail. 

r , *Mr. Hobart was. a member of the Monmouth County Historical 
Association from the time of its organization, in 1898, until his death, 
in 1900. 

It is related of a town constable, who had charge of a public work­
house in the northern part of New Jersey, that he had a reputation for 
proficiency in administering the lash to those slaves whom he was called 
upon to whip. Caleb, a slave, had never been sent to the workhouse 
for a whipping, but he ' knew the reputation of the constable. During 
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In West Jersey, north of Burlington, and near the Hud­
son, am ong the Dutch, slave owning was more prev­
alent than in the Calvinistic towns of East Jersey. The 
Quakers, indeed, in spite of the teachings of Friend John 
Woolman, of Mount Holly, apostle of abolition, were slave 
.owners during all of the colonial period of New Jersey.* 

About the year 1738 a book entitled "All Slave Keepers­
Apostates" was published in Philadelphia, and in the pre­
face the author said: "These things following are so far 
from offending or grieving my very dear, true and tender 
friends called Quakers, who love the truth more than all, 
that it is by their request and desire that they are made 
publick." ... 

To this statement the "Friends called Quakers" took ex­
ception, and they expressed their disapproval of the book 
by a minute adopted at the yearly meeting for New J ersey 

the Christmas season his master, who was indisposed, felt called upon 
to send Caleb to the workhouse for punishment, and he wrote a note 
to the constable about as follows: "Constable Brown-Please give the 
bearer th irty-nine lashes and charge to me. Thomas Jones." . ) 

Calling up Caleb , Mr. Jones ordered him to take the note to Mr. 
Brown, who would give him a grubbing hoe. Caleb started toward Mr. 
Brown's home, adjoining the workhouse, . but his suspicions were 
aroused. He could not understand what his master wanted with a 
grubbing hoe at Christmas time , and his conscience not being clear of 
guilt, he suspected that he was to be whipped. Meeting a boy, he took 
out the note and said: "Massa Bob, what is dis note? Got so many 
ub dem dis mornin', I got 'em mixed." The boy read the note aloud, 
and Caleb looked grieved and puzzled. The boy passed on and pre s­
ently Caleb's face brightened. Seeing a negro boy, he called to him
 
and said : "Boy, does you want to make a shill in' ?" "Yep," said the
 
boy. " W ell, take dis note to Massa Brown's, an ' git a grubbin' hoe, an '
 
I wait here till you comes back, an ' den I gibs you a shill in'." The boy
 
hurried off and delivered the note to the town constable, who took him .
 
into the yard, locked the gate, and proceeded, in spite of the boy's pro­

tests, to give him the desired flogging, Caleb in the meantime hurrying
 
off home . That evening his master asked: "Caleb, did ' you get 'that ..
 
grubbing hoe?" "N0, massa; I gib a boy a shillin' to fotch dat note to
 
Massa Brown, and I spec he got dat hoe."
 

*'William Penn himself, whose·light on slavery was not then awak­
ened, says in a letter to his steward, James Harrison, at Pennsbury, Pa ., 
dated 1685, referring to his indented white servants, who were changed " 
too often : "It were better they were blacks, for then we might have 
them for life."-Watson's Annals o f Philadelphia, Vol. 2, p. 262. 
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and Pennsylvania, held at Burlington in 1738. The minute 
says: "It is not improbable that some readers may be per­
suaded to believe tlie author is one 9f the people called 
Quakers, and that his book has been printed at their request, 
especially were they to be altogether silent on this occasion. 
Therefore, they have thought it fit, and hereby do give pub­
licknotice that the book aforesaid contains gross abuses, not 
only against some of their members in particular, but against 
the whole society; that the author is not of their religious 
community, and that they disapprove of his conduct, the 
composition and printing of his book, and therefore are not 
to be accountable for its contents." The book being a 
homily against slavery, it may be argued that this minute 
of the Yearly Meeting is equivalent to a declaration in favor 
of slavery, which is at variance with the position of the 
QU't¥~rs in after years on the slavery question. Members 
of tniS' religious society originated and fostered the Under­
ground Railway, an association having for its object the 
aiding of runaway slaves, and they gave every possible as­
sistance to runaways from the South. The Quakers were 
iIso thestrongest supporters of the Abolition party, which 
existed before the Civil War.* 

*In October, 1774, the colonists, when united to oppose British op­
pression, turn~ the ir thoughts to the unfortunate negro slaves and 
signed an agreement that they would "not purchase any slave imported 
after the first day of December next; after which time we will wholly 
discontinue the slave trade, and will neither be concerned in it ourselves, 
nor will we hire our vessels, nor sell our commodities or manufactures 
to those who are concerned in it." The prohibition in slave importation 
was not legally imposed until the act of March, 1807, became operative. 
This law proving ineffectual on account of the ease and success of slave 
smuggling, an act was passed by Congress, in 1820, which imposed the 
death penalty upon. all who were proved to be engaged in the slave trade. 
In 1842 the United States entered into a treaty with Great Britain to 
keep a sufficient naval force on the slave coast to effect.ually aid in the 
suppression of the slave trade. In order to escape detection, it was a 
common practice for the slaver to drown his black cargo when chased 
by the naval authorities. One 'case is recorded where 600 negroes were 
thus disposed of. 

The struggles in Congress over slavery began with the Missouri 
Compromise law, in 1820. The formation of anti-slavery societies and a 
general agitation in the North began in Jackson's administration, about 
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A cautious disapproval of slavery by the Quakers of New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania is seen in the action of the Yearly 
Meeting in 1716. The minutes of that meeting say that 
out of consideration for those Friends whose consciences 
make them opposed to slavery "it is desired that Friends 
generally do as much as may be to avoid buying such negroes 
as .shall be hereafter brought in, rather than offend any 
Friends who are against it; * * * * * yet this is •• 
only caution, not censure."* 

The extent of the A frican slave trade in New Jersey is 
unknown, but it is estimated that the number of blacks 
brought from Africa to all of the American colonies before 
the Revolution equalled nine millions, and one German his­
torian (Hune) considers these figures too small. Mr. 
George Bancroft, American historian, on the other hand, 
says the number of importations was about thl"'ee millions, 
to say nothing of the 250,000 thrown into the sea. He es­
timates that the profits of the English merchants in 'this 
trade were not far from four hundred million dol~ars. Ban­
croft draws a sad word-picture of the miseries endured ~y 

the negroes on the voyage from Africa. Often 500 were 
stored in vessels of not over 200 tons burden. They were 
generally chained in pairs by the ankle, and belowziiecks. 
when sleeping, each was allowed a space of only six feet 
by sixteen inches. For exercise they were made to dance 
and caper on deck to the tune of the whip. The hardships 
of the voyage resulted in a death-rate never less than 12 

and often as high as 50 per cent. before reaching America. 
Sailing masters, we are told, on approaching a slaver at 
sea, made it a rule, when possible, to keep to the windward, 
to avoid the horrible odors that came from the open port 

~ 

1830; and the Kansas-Nebraska Jaw of 1854 brought the anti-slavery 
feeling to a focus. The election of Lincoln, in 1860, led the South to 
declare for secession, and as a result of the war, President Lincoln is­
sued his famous Emancipation Proclamation on January I, 1863. The 
fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the Constitution in 1868 and 
1870 finally ended the slavery evil in America. 

*Woodbridge and Vicinity, p. 7J, by J. W. Dally. 
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holes and hatches of these ships, laden with human cargoes. 
The ingenuity of man , eager to torture his fellow beings, 
could not have planned a J1Iore complete hell on earth than 
a crowded slave ship on a protracted voyage .* 

*The sole survivo r of the last vessel to bring a cargo of slaves to 
the United States was living in the pines, near Egg Harbor City, At­
lantic county, in 1888. Nearly 70 years of age , with no idea of the moral 
questions involved in the trade, maintaining that "nigger 's" were as good 
a cargo to run as sugar or cotton, the old man told many stories of a 
life lived with the wild est and most adventurous class of the seafarers 
of fifty years a"go. As a slaver, this old fellow would argue, he got his 
$30 a month; while on a '.'Quaker ship ," where the capta in read prayer s 
on a Sunday, he would get $14 and hard knocks. For his part he pre­
ferred the risk of han ging and his $30. 

This is the sto ry of old Obed Hicks, as taken down by the writer 
in 1888: " I n May , 1858, I was in New York. I had come off a crui se 
and was paid off at Matanzas, so I had plenty of money, which, like 
most sailors, I fairly chucked through the hawse-hole and soon found 
myself harGP. One day I was going down Broadway and was hailed 
by an old captain of mine, named Corrie. I had made three voyages 
with him in a orig called the Dart, owned in Philadelphia by a firm that 
didn't see any harm in slaving. The captain as ked me what I was do­
ing and I said 'No good.' 'All right,' he answered, 'come with me and 
I will li.ve you a lift.' 

"So we went down to the Battery and took a boat there. The 
mom ent I saw the men in her I knew what was up. They were Span ­
ia rds, and I knew one of them . 'vVe were pulled across the river to the 
Long Isl and shore. 

" W e had six men in the crew , all Sp an iard s but one. In a few 
day s we were boardid by a lot of revenue men and the vessel was seiz­
ed, but it was soo n set right, and by June 25 we layoff the Moro at 
Havana, and now work was rushed on the schooner. Her hold was 
cleaned out, everything was knocked away to make room, and when we 
left Cuba the decks wer e full, fore and aft, with water casks. A slaver 
has to carry as much water as a man-o' -war, for if it gives out the nig­
gers die like sheep; they can' t go three day s without it. The Wanderer 
was a goer and when we struck the Trades she j ust sailed hersel f, and 
we had nothing to do but eat and growl. We got into the Bight of 
Benin, I think, August 10, 185S, and at once went up old Calabar Ri ver. 
A Portuguese named Fontana, who looked like a Madagascar monkey, 
had a barricoon there and he was to find us our car go. 

"There was a Spanish vessel from Porto R ico, commanded by a big, 
double-jointed, man- eat ing Yankee, named Br iggs, and he was to be 
despatched first. Slaves were scarce, and everything went slow, and 
then~~gs and the old Portuguese were always squabbling, but finally 
he. ~_~o mggers aboard, with gratings on hatches and everything 
shlp -5hape. Then the Yankee and Fontana had a final row which end­
ed in Briggs grabbing Fontana by the neck and fairly firing him over the 
spanker gaff int o the river. In a minute the sharks had him, and that 
was the last of the Portugue se. Of course, there's no law on that coast, 

. : ., 

- "::~ " 

........ ":-::
 

. .... 

".>"":";:::. 
..' 
. :::.,:. ~.~ ::.:. :~ ~: : >.:-' .: . 
:.:; :::=.'. '::.: .= . 

2 



18 

WHITE BONDAGE IN NEW JERSEY. 

The system of white bondage, known as redemptive servi­

tude, existed throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth
 
centuries, and to some extent during the early part of the
 
nineteenth century. T he redernptioners were largely per-


but t he Ya nkee paid for it. Some o f Fontana's friends gave informa­
t ion to an English corvette that lay outside, and when Briggs sai led 
they signaled the man-o'<war from sho re, and the Ya nkee an d his vessel 
were tak en . 

"The heat was awful, and the lan d breeze smelt like bilge water j , 

and we lost two of our crew from fever. We had to stay there a month 
wai t ing for a caravan from the interior, but at last i\.came, and we 
took aboard 270 blackb irds, for who m we paid from thi rt y to fifty dol­
la rs apiec e. T hey were all young and hea lthy, and it took some crowd­
ing to get them aboa rd a 2so-ton craft. We hurr ied to get away, and 
at nigh t were safely out of the r iver and by daylight out of sight of 
land, and no cruisers to be seen. T he Yankee fr igate Cumberland was 
on th e coast , but she could not catch a burnboat, such a tub as she was . ~ 

"Now our wo rk began. Captain Corrie had a plantation in Georgia 
with slaves of his own and knew how to handle his cargo. T here were 
ab out six ty wome n and children and these were kept on deck all day 
and made to wash themselves. The men were taken out of hold four 
hours at a time, being divided int o four gangs, so that only seventeen 
died on the voyage. Half of them committed suicide by do ubling their 
tongues back into their throats. Th is was the smallest Joss I ever saw 
in a slaver. I have seen twenty-eight thrown overboard in a day . We 
had fine weather and by November 9 were in sight of the Cuba moun­
ta ins. \Ve came off to Matanzas and signalled and three me.; 'Lame off 
to us. One was named Lam ar and ano the r Elliott. These were the 
owners. W e lay here und er the lee of an island four or five days and 
th en made our course north. 

"It was intended to mak e a landing on the Florida coas t, but there 
was a revenue vessel off th ere, so we made for the coast of Georgia. 
H ere we dodged arou nd until the 18th, and then ran in to St. Andrew 
Sound and anchored about a hund red yard s from land . It was just 
getting dark when th ree barges came alongside and in,ide of an hou r 
we had a clean ship. W here the neg roes went to, I do n' t know . 

"Next morn ing I and a man named Brown were paid off and the 
Spanis h crew kep t on the vessel. We go t ashore, and afte r dodging 
arou nd in the swa mps, came to Savanna h. I heard some talk o f the 
Wandere r and got a pas sage North as soon as I cou ld, but Brown and 
some of the Spaniards were taken and th eir ship was seize d, but it 
did n't amou nt to anything." 

T hose who were engaged in the ente rprise lost heavi ly. Pl anters 
would not buy the negroes, as they could get no lawful t itle to the m 
and they were eventually given to anyone who wou ld keep the m. The 
Wanderer was fitted up as a privateer by some of th e Fl or ida Confed­
erates during the Civil war and sai led for Galves ton, but ended he r 
eventful career on one of the Fl orida reefs, being caugh t in a norther 
and driven ashore. 
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sons, who, to reimburse the owners and masters of the ships 
for their passage and provender across the' Atlantic, agreed 
that their services should be sold for a stipulated number of 
years. This form of bondage was usually voluntary and 
the time of servitude was fixed, seldom exceeding seven 
years, except in the case of very young persons. At the 
end of their terms these voluntary redemptioners were 
merged int~ the mass of white population, without any spe­
cial taint of servitude. Harsh and disagreeable as it may 
seem in this age, the system gave to the colonists great num­
bers of energetic and thrifty settlers, who, by reason of their 
poverty, otherwise never could have come to America. 

The English, rather than the Swedes or the Dutch, who 
pre{~ded them, introduced the system of redemptive servi­
tude in the colonies along the Delaware and Hudson. By 
a bloodless conquest in October, 1664, New Sweden (Penn­
sylvania, West Jersey and Delaware) came under the rule 
of Great Britain, and in a few years the business of introduc­
ing redemptioners began. 

True, a white slave, called "Anthony," was brought to the 
Delaware shore from Sweden on the sloop Griffin in 1637, 
and remained in the colony as a bondsman. He served 
Governor Printz at his capacious mansion and spacious or­
chards on ,inicum Island , in the Delaware, making hay for 
the cattle and accompanying the Governor on his pleasure 
yacht. 

"Anthony" was living as late as March I. 1648: and prob­
ably remained there until the fort and lands of the Swedes 
were surrendered to the Dutch, as we read, "for want of 
men and ammunition," in 1655. In this conflict between 
the Swedes and Dutch, ammunition was an entirely super­
fluous article, the so-called battle being decided in this wise: 
Taking it for granted that the most numerous party would 
conquer, if they fought, they also took the fighting for 
granted, and solved the problem of victory by an equation of 
noses. It was found that the Dutch noses largely outnum­
bered those of the Swedes, and accordingly the standard of 
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Holland waved in bloodless triumph over the ramparts of 
Tinicum. Nine yea rs thereafter the flag of England super­
seded that of Holland. 

Of the first white laborers or bond servants in New Jersey 
there were three classes: I. Those who were brought here 
under indenture to serve a period of years, usually four to 
seven, to pay the cost of their passage. 2. Criminals, vaga­
bonds and other obnoxious persons transported by order of 
the English courts, subsequent to r6r8. 3. Kidnapped per­
sons, usually child ren, stolen in the streets of London and 
Liverpool and sold by the ship captains to such planters as 
would pay the cost of their passage, From these three 
sources many people came to New Jersey and the other 
colonies.* 

The importation into the colonies of negro slaves, who 
were found to be cheaper than white servants, checked in 
a measure the trade in redernptioners. The rivalry was 
between the blacks and the whites, and the blacks won. In 
this there is an analogy to that process by which negro 
slavery supplanted Indian slavery in the West Indies. The 
abuses connected with Indian slavery in the We st Indies 
touched the conscience of the people, and negroes, who could 
better stand slavery, were introduced. The abuses con­
nected with white servitude in New Jersey and the other 
continental colonies finally touched the hearts of the British 
people, and again the negro was called on to bear the bur- I " 

~~\ 

*The demand for servants before the rise of slav ery was always 
very great in th e American colonies. It was the impo ssibil ity of supply­
ing this by the regular means that furnished the justification professed 
in the Engl ish penal statutes and gave encouragement to the illicit prac­
tice of " spiriting." In the ea rly years, before the se mean s were re­
sorted to , deal ing in servants had become a very profitable business. \\ 
The London merchants were not slow to see the adv antages of such 
a trade; a servant might be tr ansported at a cost of from six pounds 
to eight pounds and sold for forty pounds or sixty pounds, and a sys­
tematic speculation in servants was begun both in England and some 
of the colonies. Regular agencies were established, and servants might 
be had by anyone who wish ed to import them "at a day's warning." 
Others were consigned to merchants in the colonies or sent with ship-
loads of goods On a venture. 
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den of necessar y labor. True, thi s was the case in greater 
degree in Virginia and other southern colonies, but here 
in New Jersey, as elsewhere, it was a case of the survival 
of the fittest, and eventually white servitude went down 
before the black man 's superior endurance.* 

Truth compels us to say that Eng land, during the re­
demptive period, used A merica as a dumping ground for 
its hum an offal. In 1769, Dr. Samuel Johnson, speaking of 
Americans, said to a fri end: "Sir, they are a race of con­
victs and oug ht to be cont ent with anything we may allow 
thent,' short of hanging."t 

*One hundred poor boys and gi rls, who were about to sta rve in the 
st ree ts o f Lond on, were sent to Virginia in 1619, to be boun d to the 
publ ic land tenants for a term of yea rs, at the end of which they were 
to become th emselves tenants-at-halv es, with an a llowance of stock and 
corn to begin with. In dustri al apprenticeship was also authori zed, the 
objec t being to encourage t rad e and to stop the excessive plant ing of 
tobacco in the colony. T he term was usually limited to seven years , or 
in the case of g irls, upon mar r iage or becoming of age. 

It is a sig nificant fact that the first negr oes were brought to V ir­
ginia in 1619, the sa me year in wh ich the prin ciples of indented servi­
tud e were developed, and yet forty yea rs later there were but 300 ne­
g roes in that colony. From 1664 to 1671, severa l shiploads o f negroes 
we re bro ug ht in, and in the latt er year there were 2,000 black slaves 
and 6,000 white serva nts in V irgi nia. By 1683 the number of servants 
was nearl y 12,000, while the neg roes numbere d only 3.000. But from 
this t ime servi tude gave way befo re slave ry fo rced on the coloni es by 
the Royal African Company, at the head of wh ich was Kin g Cha rles 
II and his broth er J ames, the Duke of York, wh o sought to hasten the 
adoption of slavery by cutting off the supply of indented servants.­
Wh ite Se r vitude in the Colony of Va., p. 91. 

In the P en nsylvan ia Gazet te of May 28; 1761. we find th is advert ise­
ment: "Just impor ted from Ba rbados. in the ship Wi lliam and Ma ry, 
George Nic holson, master , and now lod ged at Daniel Cooper's ferry on 
N ew J er sey shore, a negr o man and two negro boys, who a re to be sold 
by W illing, Morris & Co.; the purchaser to pay the dut y imposed by 
act of the Assembly, if brought int o th is Province." A few month s later 
thi s firm adve rtise d 170 negroes " fres h fr om the gold coast. " The 
Wi lling her e men tioned was T ho mas Willing, Mayo r of Philadel ph ia 
and first pres ident of the Ba nk of the U nited St ate s. The Morris was 
none other than Rob ert Morr is, the g reat finan cier of the Re voluti on. 

T he following ad ver tisement ap pea red in the P ennsylvania Journal 
of Augus t 6, 1761: "To be sold, on board th e schooner H ann ah , lying 
in th e ri ver Delaware, very near Da niel Cooper's ferry, We st N ew Jer­
sey, opposite Phil adelphia, a ca rgo o f likely negroes, just imported in 
sa id schoo ner fr om the coas t of Guinea. Fo r term s of sale, apply to 
T homas R iche, David F ra nks or Daniel R undle." 

p ' tBoswell's J oh nson, II, 312. 
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In the latest edition of Boswell, who chronicled this say­
ing, it is explained by the following foot note: "Convicts 
were sent to nine of the American settlements. Accord­
ing to one estimate, about 2,000 had been sent for many 
years annually. Dr. Lang, after comparing various esti- .' 
mates, concludes that the number sent might be about 50,000 

altogether." 
These English views of America, in the period of penal 

settlements, move indignation in the breast of an ardent 
American, for whom Massachusetts stands as a colony of 
conscience; New Jersey and Pennsylvania as an asylum for 
martyrs, and Virginia as the dominion of high-bred cavaliers. 
But a student who would nothing extenuate nor set down 
aught in malice is bound to ascertain how far the convict 
element really pervaded the nine plantations. Massachusetts 
on the North, New Jersey midway and Virginia on the 
South. In his search for information he will get little help 
from our standard histories. Bancroft, in 1887, said to 
James Davie Butler,* that in speaking of felons among the 
settlers, he had been very economical in dispensing the 
truths he had discovered. This historian, we feel sure, 
wrote too early to expect that American eyes could bear the 
light of full disclosure. 

A large class, and probably a majority, of the convicts 
shipped to America during the colonial period were other 
than political offenders. In 1670, cattle killers 1.nd burners 
of corn-stacks became liable, either to death or transporta­
tion to the plantations. The provincial authorities of Vir­
ginia, the same year, passed the notable act prohibiting the 
importation of convicts; but this, like other acts of a similar 
aim in all the colonies, was overruled and nullified by orders 
from the king to his provincial officers. For other reasons 
also this prohibition did not prohibit. Planters needed 
laborers, and welcomed a supply from whatever quarter. 
Negroes were brought from Guinea, and kidnappped per­

*American Historical Register, Vol. 2, p. 12. 



sons from the British Islands; also those who had sold them­
selves to obtain a passage to America, or convicts who had 
been sold by sheriffs to shipmasters .* 

The Gentlemen's Magazine of that period furnishes a 
particular record of criminals shipped to New Jersey or 
the other colonies. From this source we learn that William 
Duell had been hung at Tyburn on November 24, 1739, but 
when laid out for dissecti on came to life. He was shipped 
to America on the following February roth, 

On September 18, 1751, Philip Gibson, who had been 
condemned to death for a street robbery, would not accept 
the offer of fourteen years' transportation and insisted on 
his former se-\.tence, which was that he should be hanged. 
After the Court had argued with him for some time, he was 
induced to consider the commutation till the next sessions, 
arid on October 21 he accepted the lighter sentence and was 
sh ipped to the colonies . On September 19, 1750, one Es­
cote, a tobacconist, for buying 4°,000 pounds of tobacco at 
sixpence a pound, was sentenced to fourteen years' trans­
portation-a rather severe punishment for receiving stolen 
goods. No"Jersey Justice" ever equalled that. 

*When Cromwell had conquered Ireland, say s Walpole in his "King­
dom of Ireland," the Irish officers soug ht safety on the continent, whil e 
the rank and file were pressed to enlist in foreign service. "As many 
as 34,000 men were thus hurried into exile. Widows and orphans the 
government shipped wholesale to the West Indies-the boys for slaves, 
the women and g irl s for mistresses to the Engli sh sugar-planters. The 
merchants of Bri stol-slave dealers as far back as the days of Richard 
Strongbow, in the twelfth century-sent th eir agents over to Ireland to 
hunt down and ensnare the wretched peopl e. Orders were given on 
the governors of jails and work-hou ses for boys who were of an age 
to labor and women who wer e marriageable." 

The words "W est Indies" in the foregoing excerpt probably mean 
the best American market. 110 matt er where. "A curious chapter might 
be written on the word 'I ndies' and the historic mistakes which have 
resulted from misapprehensions of the geographical term," says the 
American Historical Register. In 1652, Peter Heylyn, a standa rd Eng­
lish cosmographer, printed in his folio concern ing the We stern Hemi­
sphere these words : "I t is sometimes called the New W orld . It s most 
usual, yet somewhat improper nam e, is Ameri ca. The most improper 
name of all , and yet not much less used than that of America, is the 
West Indies." The English Hi storical Register for 1715, and long 
afterward, in its record of current events, constantly sets down, under 
the heading "West Indies," news from V irginia, and even New York 
and Boston. 
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Under the date of May 31, 1747, we read that 430 rebel 
prisoners from the jails of Lancaster, Carlisle, Chester, 
York and Lincoln, were transported in one month from 
Liverpool to the plantations. Eight of these were drown­
ed by a boat upsetting, the men being handcuffed and there­
fore unable to swim. "This number, with the rest," says 
the record , " makes above a thou sand rebels transported this 
year." 

Again, under date of February 10, 1767, we read that 
"Fourteen transports from Durham, Newcastle and Mor­
peth were put on board the 'Jenny,' Captain Blagdon, at 
which time ten young artificers also shipped themselves for 
America, paying for passage by selling themselves into 
bondage." The same publication adds ~ "One of these in­
dented servants has enlisted into 46 regiments, been whipped 
out of 19, sentenced to be shot 6 times , been confined in 73 
jails, appeared under the character of a quack doctor in 7 
kingdoms, and now is only in the 32d year of his age." 

The statute of 1718-to which I shall presently refer­
thanks to which so many Englishmen left their country for 
their country's good, was not extended to Scotland until 
half a century afterward, or in 1768. Dr. Franklin de­
scribes himself as protesting to the British Parliament 
against thi s extension. The old law, Fd.Jdin said, had 
been a great grievance, but if English felons were to be re­
inforced by Scotch, the burden would become intolerable. 
At all events, he claimed reciprocity. If Scotland must send 
her felons to the plantations, let the plantations send their 
felons to Scotland. This statesman and philosopher consid­
ered the emptying of English jails upon the colonies the 
most cruel insult ever offered by one nation to another.* 

*Benjamin Franklin had many ways of "turning ,a penny," and one 
of th ese was the traffic in slaves and redernptioners, as the columns o f 
his new spaper, th e " Pe nnsylvania Gaz ett e," bear witness. H e would 
occasionally purchase the time of redernptioncrs and th en advertise the 
same for sale in his paper. Some of his ad vertisements are as Iollows : 

"A likely servant lad's time to be disposed of. He is fit for coun­
try or town bus ine ss ; has four years to serve, and has been in the co un­
try a year and a hal f. Enquire of the printer." 



The nam es of felons transported are seldom ment ioned 
in the Gentlemen's Magazin e, excepting when they returned 
and were sentenced to be hanged. In such cases the names 

"To be sold-a likely servan t woman; havin g th ree years an d .a 
half to serve. She is a good spinner." 

"A likely young woma n's t ime to be disposed of ; about eighteen 
years of age, fit for town or country business, and can handl e a needle 
well." 

"To be sold-a likely Dutch servant girl , about thirteen years of 
age, and has five years to serve." 

Though thf:.l:e was a t that tim e a positiv e sentimen t in Philadelph ia 
against the bti ~,ng and selling of human beings, Frankl in was not 
averse to profiting by that sor t of traffic, and he made many a venture 
in the purcha se and sa le of neg roes, his newspaper inf orming the public 
that­

"A likely you ng negr o wench, who is a good cook, and can wash 
well , is to be disposed of. Enquire of the pr inte r." 

"To be sold- a lik ely mu latto g irl, aged about 16 years; has had 
th e smallpox ; is fit for either town or country; to be disposed of very 
rea sonable. Enqu ire of the printer he reof." 

"To be sold-a likely negro woman, with a man -child, fit for tow n 
or country business." 

"To be sold-a lust y young negr o woman, fit for country business . 
Sh e has had the smallpox and meazles. Enquire of the prin ter hereof." 

"To be sold-a prim e able youn g neg ro man, fit for laborious work 
in town or country, that has had the smallpox. Also a middl e aged 
negro man , th at has like wise had the sma llpo x. Enquire of the printer 
her eof; or otherwise, they will be exposed to sale by public vendu e on 
Sat urd ay, the IIth of Ap ril next, a t 12 o'clock, at the Indian K ing, in 
Market st ree t." 

So me of these slaves Frankl in proc ured fr om New England. whe re 
there was a steadily dimini sh ing demand for th em. No t all of his ven­
tures in slaves wer e profitable, since of one purchase of hu sband and 
wife Frankl in wrote to his mother : "We conclude to sell them both 
th e first goo d oppo rtun ity, for we do not like negro servants," wi th a 
result that "we got agai n about ha lf wha t we lost." In spite of th is 
prejudice again st negr oes, Frankl in took with him two negro servants 
to En gland on his second visit, with slight benefit, for one who "was 
of littl e use. and often in misch ief," ra n o ff within a yea r, and th e other 
behaved only ."as well as I could ex pect in a country where there a re 
many occasions of spoi ling servants, if they are ever so goo d." "He has 
as few faults as most o f them ," th e ph ilosopher adds, "and I see with 
only one eye and hear only with one ea r; so we run on pr etty com­
for tably." 

Franklin, as he gr ew older, cha nge d his views on slavery, and finally 
becam e stro ngly opposed to the whole system. When the ini tial aboli­
tion society in America was for med he became its pres ident, and his 
name was signed to the first petiti on to Congr ess for the abolit ion of 
the slave-trade-an act whi ch resu lted in his being personally vituperated 

" . 

':' .' 
: ;": ." . .' ,". ..... ." " 

on the Aoor of that body less than a mo nth before his dea th. The de­ ..': r bate ~:ln thi.s petitio n drew from him the last public pape r he ever pen­ ." 
ned , In whi ch he very cleverly used a ll th e argumen ts of his opponents, .". ." 
who upheld slavery, as reasons fo r the suppression of the sys tem. 
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are preserved and a re accessible by American genealogists. I 
who go abroad to trace their ancestry. Daniel Webster, i,t 
was, who said before a New England society in r845, "Men 
who are regardless of their ancestors are apt to be regard­
less of themsel ves." But who of us will impute a lack of 
pride in ancestry to him who follows his string back to the 
time we are now considering, only to find that string waxed 
and looped at the end? 

Orders from the Privy Councilor from judges, and even 
inferior magistrates, sent felons into the American colonies 
as early as r"6r8; but nothing tended so powerfully to bring .... 
about such deportations as a statute of 1718--one hundred 
years after the first recorded case. This act provided that 
persons convicted of clergyable offences, such as burglary, I
robbery, perjury, forgery and theft, after being sentenced 

v 

to death, might, if their crimes did not seem too heinous, 
"at the discretion of the Court, be tr ansported to America 
for at least seven years," remaining punishable with death 
without further tri al if they should return before the expira- 'j 

tion of their sentence. A reason assigned for this enact­
ment was the great want of servants who might be the 
means of improving the colonial plantations and making 
them more useful to his Majesty, King George 1. 

Not a ll of the redemptioners, however, were deported '---'.."'.) 
criminals and soldiers, kidnapped or "spirited" women and 
children , artizans and farmers , or people of lowly birth. 
Some belonged to an entirely different class of people.* 

*The practice of "spir it ing" grew up in the reign of Charl es 1. and 
continued throughout the Commonwe alth period and the reign of 
Charles II. It was an o rganized system o f kidnapping persons, young 
and old, usually of the laboring classe s, and transporting them to the 
plantations to be sold for the benefit of th e kidnapper or shipmaster 
to whom they were assigned. It became wid ely ex tended in England, 
but Bristol and London were the cent ers of the traffic . Throughout 
London and the pari shes of Middl esex county, we are told, its agents, 
call ed "sp ir its," were distributed-men and women, yeomen, tradesmen, 
doct ors and a class of rogu es and idlers who earned a livelihood by this 
means. The ladi es of the court, and even the Mayor of Bri stol, wer e 
not above the suspicion of profiting by this" lucrative business. All 
manner of pretenses were used to decoy the victims aboard ship s lying 
in the Thames or to places where they could be assaulted and forcibly 
con veyed on board, to be disposed of to the ship's company or to mer­
chants. The story of "J ack Ballister' s Fortunes," by Howard Pyle, pub­
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In the burial ground of the old brick meeting house at 
Calvert, Chester county, Pa., is the grave of a woman of 
gentle birth, who voluntarily became a redemptioner, and 
whose career offers a theme for the novelist quite as tempt­
ing as that with which Paul Leicester Ford has invested 
the redemptioner, John Brereton, soldier-lover of Janice 
Meredith. Elizabeth Maxwell was an English maiden, 
born in the opening year of the eighteenth century. lIer 
mother and uncle, the latter being none other than Daniel 
Defoe, the great author, frowned upon the attentions of a 
young man in London; and angered by their treatment, she 
left her home secretly and took passage for America. Hav­
ing no money with which to pay her passage, she agreed 
with the captain of the ship to be sold as a redemptioner 
on reaching America. Accordingly, in the fall of 1718, she, 
being then eighteen years old, was sold at Philadelphia to 
Andrew Job, of Calvert, Pa. While living at the home of 
her owner, she was wooed and won by Thomas Job, a re­
lative of Andrew. After their marriage, she wrote to her 
relatives in London, telling them of her circumstances and 
surroundings. Her uncle, Daniel Defoe, replied that her 
mother had died and left property to her by will. A list of 
the articles came with the letter, and Defoe was desirous 
that she should take special care of those articles which he 
had used in his library, as they had descended to the family 
from their Flemish ancestors, who sought refuge under the 
banner of Queen Elizabeth from the tyranny of Philip of 
Spain, about 1560. Among the goods were two chairs, 
which are still in the keeping of Elizabeth Maxwell Job's 
descendants, in Pennsylvania. This niece of the great De­
foe, this redemptioner of gentle birth, lived happily at Cal­
vert until her death in I 782.* 
lished in the St. Nicholas Magazine in 1894-5, describes the kidnapping 
of two fictitious persons, Jack Ballister and Lawyer Burton. They were 
assaulted and shipped from Southampton about 1718. In 1664 the abuse 
had grown so bad that tumults were frequently raised in the streets of 
London. It was only necessary to point the finger at a woman, and 
call her a "common spirit," to raise a "ryot" against her .

I I *"Rambles in Colonial By-Ways," by Rufus Rockwell Wilson, Vol. 
II, pp . 101-2. 
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Many servants were of better origin and education than 
the generality of freemen, and were fr equently employed 
in such responsible posi tions as teachers. Man y ministe rs 
were imported on conditions almost parallel with those of 
indented servants. Col. William Preston, of Smithville, 
Va., bought at Williamsburg, about 1776, a gentleman 
named Palfrenan as a teacher for his family. He was a 
poet and scholar, a correspondent and a friend of the cele­
brated authoress, Elizabeth Carter, and also of Dr. Samuel 
Johnson. This man educated many of the P restons and 
Breckenridges in Virginia. The distin gui shed Willi am C. 
Preston, of South Carolina , was one of his pupils,* 

Another redemptioner of high degree was a lawyer and 
political offender named Henry Just ice, who was deported 
to Virginia in 1736 for stealing out of the library of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, a bible and prayer book, valued at 
2S pounds ; a book on horsemanship, valued at IO pounds, 
besides several other books and tracts. The transatlantic 
career of this purlioner of bibles and prayer books has not 
yet been ascertained, but there is a possibility that he be­
came the instructor of W ashington in his boyhood. Jonathan 
Boucher, rector at A nnapolis for many years before the 
Revolution, and tutor to Washington's step-son, P arke Cus­
tis, and .who, in 1773, lamented that two-thirds of the Mary­
land schoolmasters were convicts, relates that Geor ge 'Nash­
ington, with whom he claimed very particular intimacy and 
friend ship, "had no other education than reading, writing 

*Interm arriage of fr ee per sons and serva nts was very common. 
Master s sometim es bought fema le serv ants for the ir wives, an d it was 
not unc ommon for men ser vants to marry into their master's families 
wh en they gained their fre edom. On e writer in Virginia-Bullock, in 
r64g-ad vises Eng lish fathers to send their dau g hters to Virginia rath er 
than their son s, and promises that th ey "w ill receive instead of g ive por ­
t ions for them. " "Maid ser vants," he say s, "of goo d, honest stock, may 
choos e their husbands out of the better so r t of people. Have sent over 
many, but never could keep one at my plantation three mon ths, ex cept 
a poor filly wench made fit to foill e to set of beauty, and yet a poor' 
young fellow serve d twel ve months for her." H e tells men serva nts 
how they may prosper by their serv ice and lay up a comp etence "a nd 
then if he looks to God, he may see himself fit to wed a good man's 
daught er."-White S ervitude in the Colony of V irginia. 

I 
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and accounts, which he was tau ght by a convi ct servant 
whom his father had bought for a school-master." "Not 
a ship arrives," ad ds Boucher, " with either redemptioners 
or convicts, in which schoolmas ters are not as regularly ad­
vertised for sale as weavers, tail ors, or any other trade; 
with little other difference that I can hear of, except per­
haps that the schoolmasters do not usuall y fetch so goo d 
a price as the weavers and tailor s." * 

*The London Mag azin e furn ish es th e foll owing account-much 
abridged-of the tri al o f H enry Justic e, lawyer and possible tutor of 
W ashington , in his boyhood : 

"Sat ., May 3, 1736, cam e on * * * * th e tri al of H enry Jus­
tice, of the Middle Temple, for stealing out of th e librar y of T r ini ty­
College, Cambridge, a F ield's Bible with cu ts and com mon prayer, value 
£25 ; Newcastl e's Hors emanship, value £10, sev eral other books of gr eat 
value, seve ra l tracts cut out of book s, e tc. * * * * T he coun­
sel of Mr. Justice wer e Mr. W inn e, Mr. Agar and Mr. Rob inson. 
(After man y obj ections, plead ing not guilty, he was proved so by wit­
nesses ; he th en claimed to be a member of the T rini ty corpora tion, etc., 
but the jury found him guilty of felony with in benefit of clergy . H e 
was then cha rged with ste aling other book s, an d afte r six hours pleaded 
gu ilty.) Mo nd. 10, Mr. Justi ce, being bro ught to th e Old Ba iley to 
receive sentence, desired the court-Lord H ardwick, Mr. Justi ce Den­
ton, etc.- that as they had a discr etionary power either to tr ansport or to 
burn in th e hand, etc., he might not be se nt abroad , which would, first, 
be a great inj ury to his children, and to his clients, with seve ra l of 
whom he had great concerns, Secondly. for the sake of the U nivers ity. 
H e had numbers of books belonging to them, some sent to Holland, 
an d if he were transported he could not ma ke rest it ution. As fo r him­
self, he would rather go abroad , havin g lived in credit before thi s un­
happy mistake, as he called it. He hoped th e gentlemen of the Un iver­
si ty, several of whom he believed to be nresent, would int ercede for him . 

T he De puty Recorder , in a very han dsome speech, commisera ted 
his case, tell ing him that his educa tion, pro fession, etc., grea tly aggra­
vated his crime. Afte r whi ch he pron oun ced sentence, that he mu st be 
tr anspor ted to some one of his Majesty's plantat ions in Ame rica-the re 
to remain seve n years-s-and be put to death if he returned," etc. 

It will be observed th at the particula r colony to which thi s legal 
lum inary was doomed is not mention ed. P ossibly, however, it is not 
beyond discovery. Seven days afterw ards, May 17, the Gentleman's 
Magazine chronicle is : "A hundred felons-con vict walked from New­
gate to Blackfryar s, and th ence went in a close lighter on board a ship 
U Blackwall. But W eathercock, the atto rney; Messr s. Riffhead, Vaughn 
and Bird went to Blackw all in two hackn ey coaches, and Henry Just ice, 
E sq., barrist er-at-law, in ano ther, two hours after th e walking felons, 
att ended by J onathan Forward, E sq. These five gentlemen of dist inc­
tion were accommodated with the captai n's cabin, whi ch they stored 
with provisions, etc. , for th eir voyage and travels."-American Histori­
cal R egister. 
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The early record s contain many references to these servi­
tors or redemptioners fleeing fro m their masters, who were 
thereupon required to advertise them or be liable for their 
mai ntenance wherever captured. . Some of these ad verti se­
ments, as we find them in the files of the old newspapers of 
that day , are interesting reading. The curious garb worn 
by the run aways-relics of finery, sometimes indica ting 
their gentle birth; the references to branding, show ing the 
pre valence of that barbarous custom as a punishment for 
crime; the peculiar descriptions of some of the servants; 
the " leering down look, " " the proud, hambling gait," "he 
walks crirnplin," " he' s so prodigious a liar that if observed 
he may be easily discovered by it," "he has a long nose and 
a wild look," " he goes crooked and groans very much in his 
sleep," "he speaks by clusters," " he talks West Country," 
etc.- these throw a flood of light on the condition of the 
toiling masses in those days. 

Sometimes a man would come into thi s country fr ee and 
become a servit or th rough mis fortune.' Thus we find 
F ra ncis Smith, of Burlington, advert ising in the P enn syl­
van ia Gazette, in 1739 , for the recovery of a runaway " West 
Country servant man , named John Wood, aged 40 yea rs. 
He has worked in and about London, has been in th is coun­
tr y about ten or eleven yea rs, has worked in Chester an d 
P hilad elphia counties and in New Jersey. He says he came 
in free , but falling into bad compan y was brought into 
t rouble and so became a ser vant."* 

*A few ad vertisement s, copied from the newspaper s of tha t day, 
will illustra te the manner of adv ert ising thes e runaway servants, and 
will gi ve us an insight into a custom wh ich was ma intained in New 
J er sey for so many years: 

From the American We ekly Mercury, July II-18, 1728. 
Run away the 8th of July, from William Re ed, o f Great E gg Har­

bour, a servant man named Lawrence Conor, an Irish Man of a short 
Stature, aged about 26 Years of a homely cornplection and down Lo ok , 
his Hair Cut off, a black Beaver Hat, a Brown Duroy Coat Jacket and 
Breeches of Duroy trimcd with Black, with Silk Puffs to the Breeches, 
one o f the Puffs being out, moss coloured yarn Stockings, a P air of 
W ooden heel'd Sh oes, a pair of double barr'd Silver Sh oe Buckles, a 

; 



pair of 'Nomen's Silver .Buckles, took away with him a large Da.rk 
Brown Mare with a Star In her Forehead Branded on the Buttock with 
O. B., the Men's Buckles mark't with A. R., the Woman's Buckles 
mark't with A. A. 'Whosoever takes up and secures the said Servant 
so as his said Master may have him again, shall have Three Pounds 
Reward and reasonable Charges paid by William Reed . 

From the Pennsylvania Gazette, June 19-26, 1735· 
Run away the 18th instant, from Thomas Ustick, of Second River 

in Newark, East Jersey, an Irish Servant Man named Owen Ward, 
about 23 Years of Age, a slender grown Man, with a large Scar on the 
left side of his Face under his Eye, and t-he forefinger of one of his 
Hands has lost the first Joint; professes to be Husbandman and Miner. 
Had on a Hat scallop'd round the Brim, a white Wig, and a blue check­
ed cotton Shirt. He was taken up and imprison'd at Burlington, and 
after taken from thence he made his Escape. Whoever takes up and 
brings him to Thomas Dunning at the George Inn in Philadelphia or to 
his said Master, shall have Forty Shillings Reward and Reasonable 
Charges paid by Thomas Ustick or Thomas Dunning. 

From the Pennsylvania Gazette, I une 7-14, 1739. 
Run away on the oth Inst., from Abraham Bryan, of Burlington 

County, in West New Jersey, an Irish Servant Man, belonging to John 
Macontish, named Edward Curry, aged about 26 Years, short and well 
set, thin visag'd, brown complexion'd, and has the Brogue of his Ton­
gue . Had on when fie went away, a pretty good Kersey Coat with Brass 
Buttons, a white flannel jacket lac'd down before, without Sleeves, old 
Leather Breeches, old yarn Stockings, old peeked toe'd Shoes, and a 
pretty good Felt Hat. He served a time in Chester County, and was 
some time in Chester Gaol. Whoever takes up the said Servant, and 
secures him either in Chester Gaol in Pennsylvania, or the Work-House 
in Philadelphia shall have Twenty Shillings Reward and reasonable 
Charges paid by Abraham Bryan. 

'From the Pennsylvania Gazette of the same date . 
Run away Yesterday Morning, from William Tateham, of Glouces­

ter County, in West New Jersey, an Irish Servant Lad, named John 
Dolin, aged about 18 Years, short and well-set, round fac'd, freash col­
oured, black curl'd Hair, has the Brogue on his Tongue; Had on a 
brown homespun Coat, two Ozenbrigs Shirts and a fine one, two pair 
of ozenbrigs Trowsers, blue worsted Stockings, pecked toe'd Calf-skin 
Shoes, and a half-worn Felt Hat. He went in company with one Den­
nis M'glaugh (who is advertised and Forty Shillings Reward offer'd for 
taking him) . in a small new light Wherry. painted red, belonging to 
John Ladd, )un. Whoever takes up and secures the said Servant and 
Wherry, so that they may be had again, shall have Forty Shillings Re­
wardjor the Servant and Ten Shillings for the Wherry, and the reason­
able Charges paid by William Tateham and John Ladd, jun. 

From the Pennsylvania Gazette, March 1-8, 1739. 
Run away on the ad Inst. from John Burr, of Burlington County, 

an English Servant Man, named Isaac Tailor, (but will change his 
name) a lusty young red-fac'd, red-headed Fellow, with a crooked Fin­
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These advertisements are found only in Boston, Ne w 
York and Philadelphia newspapers, for the reason that up to 
about 1750 the only periodical s in the country were pub­
lished in tho se three cities. Nor was their publication as 
regular as we would expect in these days. The printer's 
welf are was conside red, rather than the public con venience. 
In the Pennsylvania Gazette of Jul y 22 to August 22, 1736, 
we find th is apo logy by Benj amin Franklin, then a young 
man who had esta blished the Gazette in 1729: "T he printer 
hopes the irreg ular publication of this paper will be excused 
a few times by his T own Readers, on considerat ion of his 
being at Burlington with the Press, laboring for the pub­
lick good, to make money more plentiful." This manner 
of "making money more plentiful," was by the issuing of 
forty thousand pounds of paper bills of credit by the P ro­
vince of New Jersey, for the printing of which Franklin 
had received the contract a t 160 pounds, although William

I 
Bradford , of the New York Gazette, had offered to do the 

I I 
I	 work for roo pounds. "Such," sa id the indignant Brad­

ford in his paper, " is the effect of Party Faction and prej­
udice. But it' s no matter; it's the country's money, an d 
if the publick cannot afford to pay well, who can ? It's 
proper to serve a Friend when there 's an opportunity." 

ger on his left H and , small whit e Specks on his upper F or e Teeth , his 
right Shin very sore , speaks W est Country. H ad on when he went away 
a dir ty Leather J acket, no Hat, an ozcnbrigs Shi rt , old dirty Leath er 
Br eeches, black and wh ite yarn Stockings, very lar ge strong Shoes ; he 
stol e two very light ish colour'd ker sey Coat s with large Brass Buttons, 
withou t Lining ; He was imported about two Years since in to Vi rginia, 
afterwards put into Dover Gao l, and sold to one R ichard Manw arring , 
fr om whom he run away and chan g'd his Na me, was put int o Philadel­
phia Gaol, and sold to said John Burr ; from whom he run away on 
Sund ay Night the 25th of F ebruary pas t, chang'd his Name, was ad­
verti s'd and taken. H e was taken up last Night, by two young Men, who 
att empt ing to brin g him to his said Ma ster , he stabb'd th em both , which 
'ti s thought to one of them will be mort al. Whoever tak es up and se­
cures th e sa id Servant in Irons, in any Gaol, so tha t he may be brought 
to Justice. shall hav e six P ounds Reward, and rea sonabl e Charges paid 
by John Burr. 
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As the wea lth and popu lat ion of the colonies increased, 
the importati on of redemptioners became a matter of busi­
ness. A class of men speculated in these emigrants much 
the same as ' the y would in cattle. They purchased them 
from the maste r of the vessel or fr om the mercha nts to whom 
they were con sign ed, and then d rove them through the 
country, to be sold to willin g purchasers at a considerab le 
advance in price. .. T hose engaged in the business were stigma tized as soul­

\ drivers by som e people, and, for sooth , th ey were genera lly 
men without mu ch soul or conscience. Nor wer e the mas­
ters of th e vesse ls at all pa rticu lar as to the character of 
those whom they' import ed for th ese sou l-d rive rs. As has 
been shown, th ey broug ht into th e colonies, in th e cha racter 
of redempt ive servants . crimina ls purchased fro m the ja ils, 
and d issolu te women from London and other lar ge cities . 
I n New Jersey there were, besides the crimina ls, represen­
tat ives of the va rious stra ta of society-sons of goo d fami-. 
lies, st reet waifs. soldiers of fortune, young g irls fre sh from 
farms, some in search of better homes and some seeking ad ­
vent ure or desiring to refo rm wayward lives. 

The busine ss as a whole became such an evil that statutes 
were passed, for bidd ing masters of vessels f rom landing 
convicts in the provinces. A violatio n of this law was pun­
ishable by fine and the penal ty was ex tended to merchants 
who imported , so ld or disposed of such convicts . 

Finally, the business of importing and selling redernp­
t ioners, good, bad and indifferent, became somewhat pre­
carious, many of th e servan ts escapi ng from their owners 
while t ra velling through the country to find a ma rket. 
About the yea r 1795 the t rade was almos t abandoned. It 
is relat ed of a soul-d river nam ed McCullough, who became 
noted in the trade, that he made seve ra l tr ips to E urope 
and ga thered d roves of redemptione rs for th e A merican 
market. On one occasion McCullough was outw itted by 
a man called "Terry," who was one of his her d of hum an 
chattels, and who con tr ived to be the last of th e lot offered 
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for sale. "Terry" was Irish ana McCullough was Irish, 
too. One night "Terry" and his master lodged at a tavern, 
the landlord of which was ignorant of the fact that one 
of the strangers was a redemptioner. In the morning the 
young Irishman arose early and contrived to sell his mas­
ter to the landlord. Pocketing the money he casually in­
formed the landlord that his new servant, still asleep in an 
upper room, although tolerably clever in other respects, was 
rather saucy and a little given to lying. In fact, he had 
presumption enough at times to endeavor to pass himself 
off as a freeman, and that possibly he might represent him­
self as such to his new owner! By the time the soul­
driver was up and doing and the landlord undeceived, 
the son of Erin had gairied such a start that pursuit was im­
possible. 

About 1785, there was an improvement in the condition 
of the redemptioner, ariel in the terms of the contract. In 
the latter it was stipulated that the bond-servant should have 
sufficient meat, drink, lodging and apparel, and two freedom 
suits when the term of service expired. One of these free­
dom suits must be new or ten pounds currency might be 
given in its stead.* 

In New Jersey, according to "Learning and Spicer," no 
white servant, if sold or bound after seventeen years of age; 
could serve above four years. If under seventeen, he was 
free after reaching his majority. At the expiration of ser­
vice, the master was obliged to supply the servant with two 
good suits of clothing, one good falling axe, one good hoe 
and seven bushels of Indian corn. If so abused by a master 
or mistress as to lose an eye-or a tooth, the servant was to be 
immediately freed. Aiding or abetting in the escape of 

" 

*The first record of the transfer of a redemptioner. previous to the 
grant to Penn. was at a court held at Upland. now Chester. Pa., June 
11. 1677, and this transfer is set forth in the quaint phraseology of the 
day: 

"Mr. John Test brought in Court a certaine man servant named 
William Still, being a taylor hv traede. whome hee the sd Test did ac­
knowledrrc to have sold unto Cap'n Edmund Cantwell for the space and 
tearme of foure yea res, beginning from the first of April Last past: The 
sd William Still declared in Court to bee willing to serve the said Cap'n 
Cantwell the aboved tearmes of foure yea res." 
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a' redemptioner from his master was a sta tutory offense, 
punishable with a fine and damages for loss of services.* 

Twenty poun ds or more was the price at this t ime 
for which a redemptioner usually sold, whet her man or 
woman, and wheth er the time of serv ice was long or short. 
Children brou ght eight to ten pounds. In Pennsy lvania, 
should the man -ser vant serve faithfully and well for four] 

-In but few cases did the court pe rmi t serva nts' offenses to be 
punished by fine ; the usual penalty was whipping o r addit iona l se rvi­
tud e to the master o r to the colony . In V irgi nia, in 1640, a num ber of 
se rva nts, for conspi racy " to run ou t o f the colony and enticing di ver s 
others to be ac to rs in the same conspi rac y," wer e sentenced to be se­
verely whi pped and to serve the colon y for a peri od of seven year s in 
iron s. Samue l P owell , for purl oining a pair of bre eches and other 
th ings from the house of Captain J ohn Howe, deceased , was sentenced 
to "pay ffower daye s work to Elias T aylor w ith all cha rges of the court 
an d the sheriff's ffees, and to sit in the stoc kes on the next Sabbath day. 
w ith a r ibell in h is ha tt , fro m the beg inning of morninge prayer until 
the end of the sermon, with a pair o f breeche s about his neck. " 

A case which mu st be rega rded as very exceptional occurred in 
Vi rgi nia in 1655. An apprentice complained that his master made him 
wor k on Sunday, an d fu rther misused him "b y fastening a lock with a 
cha in to it an d tying and fetterin g him to the shoppe, and that said 
master, his wife anel mother did most cr uelly and inhuman ly beat his 
said app re nti ce and al so whipped him t il he was very bloody and his 
flesh raw e over a gre at part of his body, and th en salted him and held 
him naked to the fire. being so salted to add to his pai n." 

" More than anyt hing else." says J am es Curtis Ballagh , in his mono­
graph on whi te servitude in Vi rginia, " the hab it on the part o f servants 
themselves of absconding from their ma ster's service, stealing thei r 
ma ster's good s and entic ing others to go with them , worked to the det ri­
ment o f the maste rs. The courts attemp ted by the most severe punish­
ment s to put a stop to the practice. Whi pping, add itions of t ime, bran d­
ing, and even servitude in irons, proved ineffectua l. T he possibility of 
en tire escape from se rvit ude or o f serv ice on bett er ter ms proved too 
g reat a tempta tion, and with an unruly class o f servants such att emp ts 
becam e habitual. St atu te aft er statute was pas sed by the colonies, regu ­
lat ing the pun ishment and provid ing- for th e purs uit and recapture of 
runaway s ; but althou gh laws gr adually became seve rer an d finally made 
no dis tinction in t reat ment between run away serva nts an d slaves in 
some o f the colonie s, it wa s impossible to entirely put a sto p to the hab it 
so long as the syste m itself las ted." 

[ Sev era l ac ts were passed by the P enns ylvania Legislature regu lat­
ing the t rad e in rcdernpt ioner s. By the ac t o f 1700 the servant, at the 
expiration o f the ter m of servit ude, was to have two "complete suits of 
apparel. wher eof one shall be new, and shall also be furnished wit h one 

s. I new axe, one new gr ubbin g hoe and one weeding hoe, at the charge o f 
the ma st er or mistr ess." T his conti nued to be the law of P enn sylvan ia 
un t il the ac t o f Ma rch 9. 1771, repealed so mu ch of the law o f 1700 as 
rela ted to the fu rn ish ing of a new axe, a grubbing and a weedi ng hoe. 
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years, he was to ha ve, besid es two suits of clothes, a g rub­
bing hoe, a weeding hoe and a new axe. For each day 
he absented himself £r0 111 labor without his mas ter's leave, 
five days wer e added to his service time, and if he married 
without per mission , he was required to serve an add itio na l 
year. * 

Sav e so far as the laws hindered, ship-capta ins were free 
to do with their bond smen as the y pleased . T hey pa r ted 
hu sband and wife and separa ted children from parent s; 
nay, when th e yello w fe ver was de vastating Philadelphia, 
in 1793, on e brutal captain shocked th e people of Cheste r 
by sa iling up the D elaware wi th a ca rgo of redemptioners, 
and seek ing to sell them as nurses for th e small pox patients 
in Ph iladelphi a.t 

F rom more th an one of th is cargo of lowl y redernption ers 
there has descended seve ra l generations of br ave and hon­
est people-stalwart son s of sturdy sires. What matter s 
it if some of th e sires were not so s tn rdy ? .".. " H onor and 
shame," says Pope, "fro m no condit ion rise; ac t well your 
part, th ere all the hon or lies." I t is no sta in upon th e ga l­
lan t Custe r, slaughtered wi th his band of 200 by the horde 

*Regist ry of th e Red ernptioner s, 17S5-1S17, in P ennsylvania His­
torical Soc ietv. 

j The las t -sa le of a red em pti on er in th e Vicinity o f Philadelphia was 
in IS11. Abra ham Pe ters, of Lancaster co unty, was haul ing g rai n to the 
mi lls on the Bran dywine, nea r Wilm ington, and wa s requ ested by his 
s ister to buy a sma ll German girl. The vess els then stopped at Ches te r, 
an d a fte r di sposing o f his gra in. P eter s drove to Chester an d pur chased 
for $25 an orpha n gi rl nam ed "Katy." The mo ther had died at sea, 
leaving Ka ty and her s iste r to be disposed of as red emption er s. The 
master of the vessel wi sh ed to sell the two siste rs to one per son for 
$40, bu t M r. Peter s declined to take mor e th an one. H e pro mised, how­
ever, to sec ure, if possi ble, a pu rc haser for th e other g irl a t $15. On his 
return home lie met a Q uaker gentleman a nd his wi fe, who wish ed to 
buy Katy. Peter s wo uld not sel l, but told th em o f her s iste r, wh o co uld 
be bought for $15, and accordingly the old Qu aker and his wife wen t to 
Chester an d purchased K at y's sister. Mr. P eter s and th e Q uake r ha d 
prev ious ly exchanged add resses an d prom ised to keep the two sis ters in 
co r res ponde nce wi th .each other. Bo th girl s fo und good hom es and 
freque ntly wrote to each o the r. They g rew to womanhood, and Katy 
ma rr ied a worthy German ba ker na med Lutz in Philadelph ia. Sh e es­
teem ed it a privilege to visi t he r former mistress, to whom she wa s eve r 
tha nk ful for the religious t raini ng received a t her La ncaster coun ty 
ho me. 
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of Sioux 0 11 the Big Horn in 1876, that his grandfather 
was a Hessian named Ku ster , captured by Gates in 1777 · 
Nor does it matte r tha t the brave cap tain, J ames L awrence, 
whose dying word s, "Don't g ive up- the Ship, " became the 
watchword of the American Navy, and that other distin ­
guished naval comm and er , William Bainbridge, both native­
born J erseymen -the one born at Burlington, the other at 
Princeton-nor does it matter, I say, that these two patriots 
were the sons of un patriotic sires- men who made the m­
selves obnoxi ous during the Rev olution by their strong 
T ory proclivities. The hero of the " Chesapeake" was re­
lated to that branch of the L awrence family of Monm outh 
county, who were ardent tori es-two of them jai led for 
disloyalty, and a third, the last roy al high sheriff of Mon­
mouth county and colone l of the loyal "Volunteers," cap­
tured on Staten Island by Colone l Mathias Ogden in 1777· 

On ce in the hand s of a new master, says the histori an 
of New Jersey, Francis B. Lee ,* " the life of the red emp­
tioner was more distasteful th an tha t of the slave . Some 
owners recognized that their tenure over the life and liberty 
of the redemptioner was brief and uncertain , and moved by 
selfish considerations, they cruelly overworked their bond­
men. As a result, there was a tim e when the redemptioner 
often performed more degrading labor than the slave. 

At the conclusion of their terms of service, the redemp­
tioners, as has been sta ted, wer e mostl y merged int o the 
mass of white populati on without any special taint of servi­
tude. A manuscript letter of J onathan Dickinson, of Penn­
sylvani a, dated 1722, says : " Many who have come over 
under covenants for four years are now masters of great 
estates." Watson, in his "Annals of Philadelphia," wr it­
ing in 1842, says, " I have knowled ge of two or three am ong 
us, even within my memor y, who rose to riches and credit 
here and have left fine famil ies. One great man, before 
my time, had been sold in Maryland as an offende r fr om 

*"N ew Jersey as a Colony and State," Vol. I, p. 201. 
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Ireland. While serving his master as a common servant, 
he showed much ability in managing for him an important 
lawsuit, for which he instantly gave him his freedom. He 
came to Philadelphia and amassed a great fortune in landed 
estate, now of great value among his heirs."* 

The case of Lord Altham, who was enticed aboard a 
ship at Dublin by an inhuman uncle and sent to this country 
in 1728, when a lad of thirteen, and who served out his 
term of servitude as James Annesley with a farmer on the 
Lancaster road, forty miles from Philadelphia, is a curious 
and interesting recital. This true story furnished the 
ground work for the once-popular novel "Roderick Ran­
clam." The Anucsley family, to which this high-born re­
demptioner belonged, is the same from which the celebrated 
John Wesley was descended by his mother. 

James Annesley was the son of' Arthur Annesley (Lord 
Altham), who married Mary Sheffield, natural daughter of 
the Earl of Buckingham. The son was born in 1715 , and 
the next year the parents disagreed and separated. The 
father, contrary to the wish of the mother, took possession 
of the child, and manifested much fondness for him until 
he formed an alliance with a Miss Gregory in 1722, at 
which time the mother died. The father was persuaded to 
place the boy at school in Dublin. Five years later, Lord 
Altham died and his br other Richard , wishing to possess the 
estate and title, proceeded to get rid of the boy. He had 
him enticed on board an American vessel which sailed from 
Dublin in April , 1728. This vessel reached Philadelphia, 
and the boy James Annesley (heir to the title and estates 
of Lord Altham) was sold as a redemptioner, being then 
but thirteen years old . He served twelve years, or until 

*The general effects of white servitude were much the same in all 
the colonies, but the influence on internal development was more clear­
ly marked in Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. In Pennsyl­
vania the large number of German settlers who had been driven from 
home by religious or political persecution, became the most valued of 
citizens, Kahn, in his "T ravels," says they sold themselves to learn 
the language or methods of agriculture. 
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1740, when a chance acqua intance led to his return home 
the following year. T wo Irishmen, J ohn and William 
Broders, travelling westwa rd fr om Philadelphia on the 
Lancaster road in 1740, stopped at a house " nea r the forty 
milestone," where J ames A nnesley was in serv ice with an 
old German. These three men entered into conversation 
and found that all were fr om Dumaine, in the county of 
Wex ford, Ireland , and that james Annesley was none other 
than the long lost son of Lord A ltham. T he two Broders 
volunteered to go back to I re land an d test ify to the ir dis ­
covery in Pennsylvania . James Annesley stated his case to 
Robert Elli s, a Philadelphia lawyer, wh o procured for him 
a passage to Admira l Vernon, then in the W est I ndies, by 
whom he was a fterward landed in London. Unfortunately, 
short ly after his arrival in London , James A nnesley quar­
reled and in self defence killed a man , for which he had to 
stand trial. Notwithstanding the efforts of his unn atural 
uncle to have him con victed o f deliberate murder, James 
was acquitted. Suit wa s then ( 1743) brought against the 
uncle to recover his fathe r' s estates, and the two Irishmen 
from Pen nsy lvania were pre sent as witn esses. Judgment 
was given in favor of the redemptioner. The uncle, how­
ever, appealecl to the H ouse of Lords and while the case 
was pending, J am es Annesley di ed. leaving his uncle , a fin­
ished villain, in quiet possession of his ill-gotten estate and 
title. 

Occas ionally the position s of master and ser vant were re­
versed. The latter, on obta ining his fr eedom, would rent 
land and by dint of prudence and industry become in tim e a 
freeholder. H is sons would marry the daughters of his 
former master, and there are families in Ne w Jersey to­
da y, reputable and rich , whose ancestry goes back to the 
days of servitude, whose pr ogenitors were bond-servants, 
wh ose inherited seal is the "L. S." on a bond of indenture 
anclwhose onl y coat of arms is an axe and grubbing hoe, 
a pick and a spade! 
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BEG INN ING OF NEGRO SLAV ER Y IN NEW YO RK. 

[ See pp. 5-8 o f th is Monog raph.] 

Th e first negr o slaves br ought to Manhattan Island were ele,ven in 
numb er. The dat e o f th eir coming is fixed by an act o f the Direct or 
a nd Council o f Ne w Ne the rland, pa ssed February 25, 1644, wh ich re­
cites that Paul D'Ango la an d ten othe rs, who had ,ser ved the W est In­
dia Compan y for eightee n or nineteen years , ha v ~ng petitioned to ~ e 
liberated , th e Direc tor and Counc il had gran ted their request, on con di­
tio n that th eir children th en born s hould remain in bondage, and that 
they th emselves should "pay for th e freedom they receive, eac h man for 
himself annually, as long as he lives, to the "Vest India Com pany o r 
its deput y he re, thirt y skepe ls [barn bask ets, each containin g three 
pecks, or 22y:! bushel s in a ll] o f Ma ize or W heat Pease or Beans and 
one F at H og, value d at twenty g uilders [$8] ." 

I n 1628, two yea rs af ter th e a r rival of Paul D 'An gola and h is com­
panions, th ree neg ro wome n slav es a r rived, and from this small begi n­
ning began the slavery system which ex isted in New York until 1827. 

In September, 1664, N ew A ms terda m was invaded by the En gl ish. 
to whom th e prov ince o f New Netherland was surrendered. Peter 
St uyvesa nt' s reg ister of events a tte nd ing th is attack says : "T he E ng­
lish chased and ove rha uled a boat with negroes belongin g to the Burgo­

I 

q 
mas te rs of the city of A ms terda m, in H olland , but the negr oes had fled 
with a D utchman to the wood s," 

T he We st India Company passed sever e criticism on th e con duct of 
S tuyvesan t in making so poor a defence of New Am sterd am . In . his 
a nswer to the St at es-Gener al, in 1666, Stuyvesan t says, in accounti ng 
for the limited food sup ply, whic h was one of the ca uses o f the sur­
rend er : "A bout fou rteen to sixteen days befor e the ar riva l o f the Eng­
lish fr igates, the re arrived an d came in the ship Gideon, between 300 
and 400 half-st ar ved neg roes and negresses, who alone, excl usive o f the 
garr ison, requ ired 100 ske pels [sevent y-five bushels ] o f wheat per week." 

Instead of the littl e plots o f land alo ng the eas t and west sho res of 
the Hudson, which the D utch permitted each slave to cult iva te on his 
own account, th e E ng lish gave them pious injunctions, Pi ety indeed 
reigne d all thr ough th e E nglish slave holding. As ear ly as 1660 th e 
English govern ment gave these inst ruct ions to the Council fo r for eign 
plantat ions: "Y ou are most especia lly to take an effectual ca re fo r th e 
propogacon of the Gos pell in the Severall F or raine Pl antacons. * * 

* And yo u a re to consider how such o f the N at ives or such as a re 
pu rchased by you from ot her par ts to be servants o r slaves may be best 
invited to the Christ ian Fa ith , a nd be ma de capable of being bap tize d 
th ereunto." 

T here was a difficulty att end ing the conver sion and baptism o f 
slaves, howeve r. T he belief exi sted here, as elsewhe re, that the co n­
version of a slave emancipa ted him . and thi s fac t was a g reat hind ran ce 

-1. 

" to evangelizatio n. A ttorne y-Gene ra l York , of England , had sai d th at 
neg-roes, being pagans, m ight be held in slave ry. The British cou r ts I 
followed this opinion until 1772, wh en Lor d Mansfield rendere d his 
ju dgme nt, in th e case o f a negr o named Some rset , that as soo n as a 
neg ro set his foot on th e so il o f th e British Island s, he becam e f ree. 
A s late as 1817, when th e last imp o rtant act in rega rd to slave ry was 
passe d in Ne w Yo rk, which substa nt ially abolis hed slave ry in tha t Sta te 
afte r July 4, 182 7, it was enac ted tha t th e ma rr iage of slaves should be 
valid, "p rovided that nothin g in th is sectio n contained shall be deemed 
or con str ued to manum it a ny such sla ve or slaves." 


