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MEETING AGENDA 
Thursday, December 18, 2008 - 1:00 p.m. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL 
3. OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 20, 2008 
6. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (and Council Member Reports) 
7. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
9. PRESENTATION - PSE&G overview of the Susquehanna-Roseland Project 
10. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Approval of Certain Planning Assistance 

Grants - (voting matter with public comment) 
11. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Approval of 2009 Annual Meeting 

Schedule (voting matter with public comment) 
12. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Approval of Plan Conformance Grant 

Program - (voting matter with public comment) 
13. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – Approval of Regional Coordination 

Grant Program - (voting matter with public comment) 
14. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
15. EXECUTIVE SESSION (if deemed necessary)  
16. ADJOURN 
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Municipal Plan Conformance

Highlands Council staff has continued outreach efforts to 
encourage municipal Plan Conformance.

The Highlands Council has received resolutions expressing a 
Notice of Intent from 62 of the 88 Highlands municipalities.  
Staff continues to reach out to the remaining 26 towns.

Highlands municipalities have until December 31, 2008 to 
adopt a Notice of Intent and a COAH extension resolution in 
order to be eligible under the MOU.

As set forth in the MOU, the Highlands Council is in the 
process of supporting municipalities under the Court’s 
jurisdiction for affordable housing planning.  
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Sample Municipal Slides

The 12,233-acre township has lands in the Planning Area 
and the Preservation Area.

8,793 acres (nearly 72 percent) are in the Planning Area; 
3,440 acres are in the Preservation Area.

Montville may apply for an Initial Assessment Grant from 
the Highlands Council. 

The Highlands Council has $1.5 million in grant funding 
to ensure that the reasonable expenses related to 
consideration of Plan Conformance are paid for through 
State funding.
The Highlands Council has more than $21 million in 
grant funding to assist municipalities with reasonable 
expenses related to Plan Conformance.
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Consistency Review Tool

The Consistency Review Tool allows land owners, 
municipal officials and planning consultants to examine a 
property by block and lot.

It creates a report of the RMP’s goals, policies and 
objectives as they relate to a specific property.

With this tool, a user can review consistency with the RMP 
before submitting a Consistency Determination to the 
Highlands Council.

It incorporates all the existing interactive mapping tools.

Here’s a demonstration of the tool in action.
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Planning Grants
The Highlands Protection Fund is a special non-lapsing fund.  The 
monies in the Fund are dedicated in accordance with the Highlands Act.  
Funding is derived from statewide realty transfer fees.

The Highlands Council has more than $21 million in grant funding to 
assist municipalities and counties with reasonable expenses related to 
Plan Conformance.

In addition to the existing balance, $4.4 million in annual funding is 
provided to the Highlands Council for planning grants.

Initial Assessment Grants 
The Highlands Council has allocated $1.5 million.
Grants of $15,000 per municipality for Initial Assessment.
IA Grants are not matching grants and no refunds are required.
49 of the 88 municipalities have applied.
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Initial Assessment Grants
1: Review and gain familiarity with the RMP

2: Complete an assessment of the existing 
municipal planning program for 
consistency with the RMP

3: Gain an understanding of what Plan 
Conformance means for  the community to 
evaluate voluntary Plan Conformance

4: Identify the need for RMP Updates 
(factual discrepancies between municipal 
maps/data/info and that of the RMP)

5: Estimate the municipality’s anticipated 
cost to achieve Plan Conformance

6: Prepare Initial Assessment Grant Report 
documenting findings

Available Funding

Initial Assessment
Grants

up to $15,000
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Municipal Plan Conformance

The Highlands Council is presently preparing materials and 
technical information for use by Highlands municipalities in 
order to provide samples and models.

These materials include the following:
Highlands Environmental Resource Inventory
Highlands Municipal Build out Method
Highlands Master Plan Element
Highlands Model Ordinances (Development Review 
Checklist, Development Review Requirements, Board of 
Health)
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Plan Conformance Timeline

January – Release of samples by Highlands Council

January – Initiate Highlands Build out Analysis 

March – Complete Initial Assessments and RMP Updates

April – Highlands Environmental Resource Inventory

June – Highlands Master Plan Element (draft completed 
by towns)

September – Highlands Ordinances (draft completed by 
towns)

October – Housing Element/Fair Share Plan (draft 
completed by towns)

December – Conformance Checklist, Implementation Plan 
and Petition for Plan Conformance
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Municipal Plan Conformance Grants
Plan Conformance Grants - will cover Plan Conformance not 
addressed by the $15K Initial Assessment Grant

The 2009 Plan Conformance Grants will fund the following:
Highlands Environmental Resource Inventory
Highlands Municipal Build out analysis and updates
Highlands Master Plan Element
Highlands Model Ordinances 
Housing Element/Fair Share Plan
Municipal Self-Assessment and Implementation Plan
Petition for Plan Conformance
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County Plan Conformance Grants
Plan Conformance Grants - will cover expenses under  
County Plan Conformance not addressed by IA Grant.

No requirement for County build out or need for Fair Share 
Plan.  RMP Updates will be encouraged through the Initial 
Assessment Grant.  County models will follow after 
municipal models.

The Plan Conformance Grants will fund the following:
Highlands Environmental Resource Inventory
Highlands Master Plan Element
Highlands Model Regulations 
County Self-Assessment and Implementation Plan
Petition for Plan Conformance
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Highlands Protection Fund 
Annual State Appropriations

Incentive Planning

Regional Master Plan Compliance

Watershed Moratorium

Highlands Property Tax Stabilization

Pinelands Stabilization

$2,650,000

$1,750,000

$2,200,000

$3,600,000

$1,800,000

____________

$4,400,000

_______________________________________________

Annual Amount Available for Highlands Council Grants 
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Highlands Protection Fund 
2009 Balances

Incentive Planning

Regional Master Plan Compliance

Watershed Moratorium

Highlands Property Tax Stabilization

Pinelands Stabilization

$13,162,000

$8,040,000

$0

$17,787,000

$0

____________

$21,202,000

_________________________________________

Amount Available for Highlands Council Grants
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Previous Grant Programs

Original 
Budget

Amount 
Requested

Amount 
Executed

Available 
Balance

MP3 $450,000 $440,290 $375,290 $74,710

CP3
Zoning and Parcel $250,000 $102,000 $87,000 $163,000
Digital Elevation $450,000 $0 $0 $450,000
Wastewater Capacity $250,000 $42,500 $42,500 $207,500
Planning Board Approved Projects $400,000 $27,500 $27,500 $372,500

Subtotal $1,350,000 $172,000 $157,000 $1,193,000

Fair Share Plan (2005) $600,000 $335,000 $277,500 $322,500

TDR Grants $1,000,000 $138,500 $65,000 $935,000

Ag Grants $450,000 $385,000 $185,000 $265,000

Initial Assessment Grants $1,500,000 $734,767 $599,767 $900,233

TOTALS $5,350,000 $2,205,557 $1,659,557 $3,690,443
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Plan Conformance Grants

Eligibility – For any Highlands municipality or 
county that has adopted a Notice of Intent
Base Grant – to initiate Plan Conformance activities
Supplemental Grant – to fund additional Plan 
Conformance activities based upon justification
Maximum grant - $100K for any Highlands 
municipality or county
Plan Conformance grant Program – not to exceed 
$7.5M
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