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Cover photo:
Reunion after 10 
months
Sgt. Jesse De La Cruz, A Company, 
2-113th Infantry, makes funny faces with 
his 10-month old daughter after the wel-
come home ceremony at the National 
Guard Armory in Jersey City, N.J., June 
25, 2015. De la Cruz had already deployed 
when his daughter was born. (U.S. Air Na-
tional Guard photo by Master Sgt. Mark C. 
Olsen/Released)

Photo above: Buses carrying Soldiers with 
A Company, 2-113th Infantry, pass under an 
American flag on their way to the National 
Guard Armory in Jersey City, N.J., June 25, 
2015, for a welcome home ceremony. Photo 
right: Alpha Company Soldiers arrive at the 
National Guard Armory in Jersey City, N.J. 
The approximately 170 Citizen-Soldiers 
returned home from a nearly year-long de-
ployment where they conducted a security 
force mission in Southwest Asia in support 
of Operations Enduring Freedom and Inher-
ent Resolve. (U.S. Air National Guard photos 
by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)

Welcome home
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Photo above: Sgt. Jocsan Mairena holds his son during the welcome home cer-
emony June 25, 2015. Photo below: Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff, left, The Adju-
tant General of New Jersey, awards Spc. Pedro Zamora the New Jersey Distin-
guished Service Medal at the National Guard Armory in Jersey City, N.J., June 
25, 2015. (U.S. Air National Guard photos by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)

The Citizen-Soldiers returned from a nearly year-long deployment 
where they conducted a security force mission in support of Oper-
ations Enduring Freedom, Inherent Resolve and Kosovo Force.

1st Lt. James Souder, Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 1st-150th Assault Helicopter Battalion, enjoys 
a quiet moment with his son at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst, N.J., June 27, 2015. In addition to the Head-
quarters Company, Companies A and D also returned 
home after a nearly year-long deployment to Kosovo. 
(U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. Sherwood Good-
enough/Released)
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Welcome home
continued

Clicking on each photo below will 
take you to the corresponding 
video on the New Jersey National 
Guard Facebook page.

Videos

2-113th Welcome Home at the Jersey 
City Armory

Operation Morning Coffee

The Road to Recovery

Above: Spc. Joseph Bishop hugs his son at the National Guard 
Armory in Jersey City. Photo below: Family members take photos 
of 2-113th Infantry Soldiers being awarded the New Jersey Distin-
guished Service Medal. (U.S. Air National Guard photos by Master 
Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)
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NJDMAVA Highlights is published weekly under 
provisions of AR 360-1 and AFI 35-101 

by the Public Affairs Office of the 
New Jersey Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs for all mem-
bers of the New Jersey Army and 

Air National Guard, their families, the 
New Jersey veterans community, retir-

ees and civilian employees. The views and opin-
ions expressed herein are not necessarily those of 
the Department of Defense, the Army, the Air Force, 
the National Guard Bureau, Veterans Affairs or the 
State of New Jersey. Letters may be sent to: NJD-
MAVA Highlights, Public Affairs  Office, NJDMAVA, 
PO Box 340, Trenton, NJ  08625-0340. E-mail at: 
pao@dmava.nj.gov
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Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff
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Chief Warrant Officer 3 Patrick Daugherty – Public Affairs 
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Tech. Sgt. Matt Hecht – Photographer, graphic artist

E-mail your Highlights submissions to:
mark.olsen@dmava.nj.gov by close of 

business Wednesday

Veterans
Outreach
Campaign

Aug. 11 & 12
DMAVA Veterans 

Outreach Campaign
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Bridgewater
Commons Mall 

400 Commons Way, 
Bridgewater, NJ 

08807

Sept. 8 & 9 
DMAVA Veterans 

Outreach Campaign
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Brunswick Square 
Mall

755 Highway 18, 
East Brunswick, NJ 

08816

Energy Conservation
Tip of the Week
Recycling paper saves more than 
money

Whenever you are making copies or printing, make sure that it is 
double-sided. Doing so will reduce paper use by 50 percent! You can 
also save old paper and use it as scrap paper before recycling it.

Recycling one ton of paper saves enough energy to power a home 
for six months; saves 7,000 gallons of water; saves 3.3 cubic yards of 
space in the landfill and reduces greenhouse gas emissions by one met-
ric ton.

If you would like more information about our energy and water 
conservation efforts, contact Christopher Moore, Energy Manager at 
christopher.moore@dmava.nj.gov


