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Governor Phil Murphy

Governor Murphy Visits Fort Lee to Highlight
Increased School Funding in Proposed Budget

FORT LEE – Governor Phil Murphy today visited Fort Lee High School to highlight how his proposed state budget
increases school funding by $206 million. 
 
“Our spending plan finally sets New Jersey on a path to fully funding our public schools,” said Governor
Murphy. “Fort Lee is just one example of many school districts where state funding failed to keep pace with a
rapidly growing community, forcing the district to make tough choices as the number of students grew while the
budget did not. By putting our school districts on a level playing field, we can ensure that all of New Jersey children
have the tools they need to succeed.” 
 
Fort Lee saw an enrollment increase of 15.4 percent since 2008-2009, the first year of the state’s current school-
funding formula, the School Funding Reform Act. Fort Lee would receive $324,448 in additional aid next year, or 12
percent more, in the Governor’s proposed budget. In Governor Murphy’s previous budget, Fort Lee received
$478,424 in additional state aid, a 21 percent increase. 
 
The Governor’s proposed Fiscal Year 2020 budget would continue the seven-year phase-in to full funding, which
began last year with the Fiscal Year 2019 Appropriations Act. Governor Murphy’s budget includes $15.4 billion to
support schools, the highest levels of state aid in New Jersey history. His proposed budget would increase direct K-
12 school aid, or “formula aid,” by $206 million. 
 
Preschool funding also remains a priority in the Governor’s budget proposal, as districts currently receiving
preschool education aid will see their per-pupil funding increase. Governor Murphy’s budget proposes a total
increase of more than $68 million to support existing preschools and expand new programs, which is in addition to
the $206 million in additional K-12 school aid. 
 
“I especially applaud the state’s commitment to making permanent the funding that led to high quality, full-day
preschool programs in 64 communities this school year,” said Education Commissioner Lamont O. Repollet. “This
translates to 4,000 more children who are given the tools to become ready to start their schooling, and these
foundational skills will continue to benefit students for many years and beyond the classroom.” 
 
Other major initiatives in the Governor’s budget are career and technical education (CTE) and STEM education. The
spending plan would continue the Computer Science for All effort ($2 million), Liberty Science Center’s program to
provide science education to schools with high numbers of at-risk students ($1.35 million), and innovative early
college programs such the PTECH model to bring together high schools, community colleges, and businesses
($400,000). 
 
In addition, Governor Murphy’s spending plan calls for a $5 million increase in extraordinary special
education aid; ensures that charter schools do not see cuts to aid levels this year, and provides an additional
$108.9 million to support payments that the state makes on behalf of school districts, including teacher pensions,
medical benefits for retired educators, and Social Security contributions for teachers.

Select Language  Powered by Translate (https://translate.google.com)

https://translate.google.com/


4/11/2019 Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Visits Fort Lee to Highlight Increased School Funding in Proposed Budget

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/20190318a.shtml 2/3

Translator Disclaimer (/governor/disclaimer.shtml)

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy (/governor/admin/about/)

Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver (/governor/admin/lt/)

First Lady Tammy Snyder Murphy (/governor/admin/fl/)

Cabinet (/governor/admin/cabinet/)

Boards, Commissions & Authorities (/governor/admin/bca/)

Internship Opportunities (/governor/admin/internship.shtml)

Governor’s Residence - Drumthwacket (http://drumthwacket.org/)

Key Initiatives

News & Events

Economy & Jobs (/governor/initiatives/#Economy)

Education (/governor/initiatives/#Education)

Environment (/governor/initiatives/#Environment)

Health (/governor/initiatives/#Health)

Law & Justice (/governor/initiatives/#Justice)

Transportation (/governor/initiatives/#Transportation)

Press Releases (/governor/news/news/562019/approved/news_archive.shtml)

Public Addresses (/governor/news/addresses/)

Executive Orders (//nj.gov/infobank/eo/)

Statements on Legislation (/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)

Administration Reports (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)

Transition Reports (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)

Press Kits (/governor/news/press/)

Social

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/)

Twitter (https://twitter.com/GovMurphy)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/)

https://nj.gov/governor/disclaimer.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses/
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press/
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/


4/11/2019 Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Visits Fort Lee to Highlight Increased School Funding in Proposed Budget

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/20190318a.shtml 3/3

Contact Us

Snapchat (https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice)

Scheduling Requests (/governor/contact/scheduling/)

Contact Us (/governor/contact/all/)

Statewide

NJ Home (//www.nj.gov)

Services A to Z (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html)

Departments/Agencies (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/)

FAQs (//www.nj.gov/faqs/)

Contact Us (//www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html)

Privacy Notice (//www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html)

Legal Statement & Disclaimers (//www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

Accessibility Statement (//www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html)

 (//nj.gov/opra/)   (//nj.gov/transparency/)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2018  
Office of Governor PO Box 001  

Trenton, NJ 08625  
609-292-6000  

(https://tech.nj.gov/)

https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://nj.gov/transparency/
https://tech.nj.gov/

