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~ " DEPARTMENT OF INSTITUTIONS AND AGENCIES
DIVBIONOF  Welfare

Name of Institution, Agency, etc.
New Jersey State Commisgion for the Blind |
REGULATION ¢ A. B. Letter #30
BSUED: 10/30/56

TITLE: A, B, Director's Letters
SUBJECT: Blind Assistance Regulations
STATUTORY REFERENCE: Chapter 82 Laws of 1956 Amending R.S, 30:6-4.
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ASSEMBLY, No. 264

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

_—

INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 9, 1956
By Mr. VERVAET
Referred to Committee on Institutions, Public Health and Welfare

Ax Aot concerning assistance to needy blind persons, and amending section

30:6—4 of the Revised Statutes.

1 Be 17 mxacrEp by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New
2 Jersey:
1 1. Section 30:6-4 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as
2 follows:
3 30:6-4. No person shall be eligible to relief under this article who
4 [suffers from mental or physical infirmity which in itself would make him

a charge upon any other institution or agency and which prior to loss of

()}

6 sight incapacitated him and made him a public charge.] is, because of physi-
7 cal or mental condition, or other cause, an inmate of, or resident of, or
8 need of prolonged care in, any public or private institution unless:

9 (1) the institution, if publicly owned and operated, is a medical imstitu-
10 tion, other tham an institution for tuberculosis or mental disease, designated
11 and approved as such by the Department of Institutions and Agencies, and
12 (2) the imstitution, if privately owned and operated, does mot come
13 within the definition of a hospital to which payment or distribution of funds
14 is permitted to be made by counties or municipalities of this State pursu-

15 ant to any provision of chapter 5 of Title 44 of the Revised Statutes, and is

EXPLANATION—Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted
and is intended to be omitted in the law.



2
16 licensed or approved by the Department of Institutions and Agencies pur-
17 suant to any provision of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, and
18 (3) the individual is not a patient in such institution as the result of
19 a diagnosis of tuberculosis or psychosis.
20 No person shall receive such relief while publicly soliciting alms within
21 the State. ‘‘Publicly soliciting’’ shall be construed to mean the wearing,
22 carrying or exhibiting signs denoting blindness or carrying receptacles for
23 the reception of alms or doing same by proxy or by begging from house to
24 house.

1 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

STATEMENT
This bill is designed to create uniformity between grants of assistance to
blind persons and to aged persons by permitting blind persons to receive assist-
ance under certain circumstances while in medical institutions as is permitted
for aged persons under R. S. 44:7-5.
No logical reason exists for the present disecrimination against needy blind
persons resident in medical institutions as compared with the more favored

treatment given aged needy persons under similar circumstances.



