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UTGERS COLLEGE, founded as Queen’s College,
R November ten.th, 1766, is the eighth co”egiate founda-.
8 " tion in the American colonies. Its first charter is not extant,
but there is record of meetings of the Trustees held under its
provisions.

March twentieth, 1770, a second charter was granted in the
name of King George the Third by William Franklin, Gov-
ernor of the Province of New Jersey. Under the provisions
of this second charter, with but slight amendments, the College
has continued until the present time. |

A copy of this second, or oldest extant charter, printed in

the year when granted, and antedating by forty years any

hitherto known printed copy, has recently come into the pos-

session of the College Library. It is here reproduced in fac-

simile.
) 1
‘ : Edward L. Stevenson.

: Rutgers College,
& March 20, 1907.
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To BE ERECTED 1IN
W -JERSEY,
By THE NAME oF

NS C’OLLEGE

on of the Youth of the faid Province and the Neigh-
s in true Religion and ufeful Learning, and particular-
- an able and learned Proteftant Miniftry, according to
 of the Reformed Churches in the United Provinces,

line approved and inflituted by the national Synod of
Years 1618, and 16109.
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defender of the faith, &c. To all to whom thefe prefents fhall come greeting: Whereas

our loving fubjets being of the proteftant reformed religion, according to the conftitu-

tion of the reformed churches in the United Provinces, and ufing thedifcipline of the faid
churches, as approved and inftituted by the national fynod of Dort, in the years one thoufand fix
hundred and eighteen, and ene thoufand fix hundred and nineteen, are in this and the neighbour-
ing Provinces very numerous, confifting of many churches and religious aflcmblies, the minifters and
elders of which having:taken into ferious confideration, the manner in which the faid churches
might be properly fupplied with -an able, learned and well qualified miniftry ; and thinking it
neceflary, and being very defirous that a College might be ereted for that purpofe within this our
Province of New-Jerfey, in which the Iearned languages and other branches of ufeful know-
ledge may be taught, and degrees conferred ; and efpecially that young men of fuitable abilities may
be inftrudted in divinity, preparing them for the miniftry, and fupplying the neceflity of the
churches; for themfelves and in behalf of their churches, prefented a petition to our trufty and
well beloved WirLiam Frankriw, Efg; governor and commander in chief, in and over our Pro-
vince of New-Jerfey in America; fetting forth that the inconveniencies are manifold and the expen-
~ ces heavy, {n either being fupply’d with minifters of the gofpel from foreign parts, or fending
young men abroad for education; that the prefent and increafing neceffity for a confiderable number
to be employed in the miniftry, is great; that a prefervation of a fund for the neceflary ufes of
inftruétion very much depends upon a charter.

GE ORGE the third by the grace of God, of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, King,

And therefore humbly intreat, that fome perfons might be incorporated in a body politick, for
the purpofes aforefaid ; and we being willing to grant the reafonable requeft and prayer of the faid
petitioners, and to promote learning for the benefit of the comimunity, and advancement of thé pro-
teftant religion of all denominations ; and more efpecially to remove as much as poffible the
neceflity our faid loving fubje@s have hitherto been under, of fending their youth intendéd for
the miniftry, to a foreign country for education, and of ‘being fubordinate to a foreign ecclefiaftical
jurifdiftion : Know ye therefore; that confidering the premifes, we do of our fpecial grace, cer-
tain knowledge and meer motion, by thefe prefents, will, ordain, grantand conftitute, that there
be a College, called Queen’s College, eredted in our faid Province of New-Jerfey, for the educa-
tion of youth in the learned languages, liberal and ufeful arts and fciences, and efpecially in
divinity jopreparing them for the miniftry, and other good offices. .And that the Truftees of the
faid College and their fucceflors for ever, may and fhall be one. ody corporate and politick, in
deed,
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deed, fa& and name ; and fhall be called, known, and diftinguithed by the name of the Truffees of
Queen’s-College, in New-Jerfey : And we having further willed and ‘conftituted, and by thefe
prefents of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge and meer motion, Do for wus our heirs and

fucceflors, will, give, grant, conftitute and ordain, that there fhall be from henceforth forever -

a body politick, confilting of the Zruflces of the fmd Queen’s-College, in New-Jerfey. And
for the more full and more perfed eredion of the faid corporation and bedy politick, confifting

of the Truftees of Queen’s-College, in Wew-Jerfey, We do of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge -

and mere motion, by thefe prefents, for us our heirs and fucceflors, create, ordain, conftitute,nominate
and appoint, the governor or commander in chief, the prefident of the council, our chief juftice,
and our attorney general of faid colony, for the time being ; Sir 27/liam Jobnfon, Baronet, and Joban-
nes Henr!.us Goetfthius, Jobannes Leydt, David Maurinus, Martinus Van Harlingen, Jacob R. Har-
Genbergh, and William Jackfon, of our faid Colony of New-Jerfey, Samuel Verbryk, Barent Vrooman,
Maurice Goetfchius, Eilardus Wefterlo, Jobn Schuneman, of our Province of New-York ; and Philip
Wyberg, and Jonathan Dubois, of the Province of Pennfylvania, Hendrick Fifber, Peter Zabriftie,
Peier Hafenclever, Peter. Schenk, Tunis Dey, Philip French, jobn Covenhoven, Henricus Kuyper, of
our Colony of New-Jerfey, Efqrs, and Simon Jobnfon, Philip Living fton, Jobannes Hardenbergh,
Abrabam Hasbrouck, Theodorus Van Wyck, Adbraham Lott, Robert Livingfion, Levi Pauling, Jobn
Brinckerhoffy Nicholas Stilwill, Martinus Hoffman, Facob H. Ten Eyck, Jobn Haring, Ifaac Vrooman,
Barnardus Ryder, of our Province of New-York, Efqrs. Truflees of eur faid Queen’s=
College, in New-Jerfey ; and that the faid Truftees, do, at their firlt meeting, afecr
the receipt of thefe prefents. and before they proceed to any bufinefs, take the oaths
appointed to be taken by an a& pailed. in the fixth year of our reign, entitled, « an a& for
“ altering the oaths of abjuration and aflurance, and for amending fo much of an a& of the feventh
¢ year of her late majefty Queen Anne, entitled, for the improvement of the union of the two
« kingdoms, as after the time therein limitted, requires the delivery of certain lifts -and

¢ copies therein mentioned, to perfons indicted of high treafon, or mifprifion of treafon; as alfo

“ that they make and fubfcribe the declaration mentioned inan a&t of parliament, made in the
“ twerty-fifth year of the reign of King Charles the fecond, entitled,” an a& for preventing
dangers which may happen from popifh recufants, and likewife take an oath for faithfully
executing the office, or truft repofed in them; which faid oaths fhall be adminiftred to them, by
any one of our juftices of the fupreme court, or judges of the inferior court of common- pleas of
tais our colony of New-Jerfey; and when, andas often as any new member or. officer fhall be
ele@ed, or chofen hereafter, purfuant to this our charter, he or they fo eletted or chofen,
fhall take and Tubfcribe the aforementioned oaths, and declarations in the manner above direfted,
Sefore his admiffion into his truft or office. And we do. will and dired; thar the firlt meeting of
the faid truftees, fhall beat or near the court houfe, in New-Barbadoes,. in the connty of Bergen,
an the fecond Tuefday in may next, but all other meetings hereafter to be held, fhall be at fuch
times and places in qur faid colony, as the majority, of the unftees from. time. to time fhall think
proper. And wedo will, and dire, thatno meecting of the truftees, fucceeding the firft already,
fixed, fhall be valid, orlegal, for doin,; any bufinefs whatfoever, unlefs publick norice of fuch
meeting fhall have been given in the Gazette, or other publick papers printed in New York, at
leait three weeks before the day of meeting, figned by the prefident or perfon officiating as clerk
to the truftees, for the time being; or unlefsthe time and place fhall be fixed by the majority of the
truftees, at their laft meeting, aad notice thereof givenas before directed ; and we further will and
grant that the faid truftees, or any twelve, or greater number, fhall have full power and authority

10 cle® by ballot, and not otherways, any number of perfonsor truftees, at any, and upon any.
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vacancy, fothat the whole number of truftees do not exceed forty one, and that not above one
third of the faid number, at any time, be of thofe ordained miniftérs of the gofpels and that av
their firft and every meeting, the governor of our colony for the time being, fhall be prefident of
the truftees, and in his abfence the prefident of our council, and.in his abfence, our chief juftice,
and in his abfence, our attorney general, each for the time being ; and incafe of .their abfence,
we will, and order that the truitees prefent, thall ele&t and choofe one from among themiclves, who
fhall be prefident of thetrufteesar that meeting ; which faid prefident, herein before appointed, or
fochofen, is hereby authorifed and empowered to be prefident of the truftees at the faid meering;
to regulate their proceedings, take in fuffrages, and have, over and above his vote as a truftee, a
cafting vote, when the votes of the truftees are equal. And we further of our fpecial grace,
certain knowledge, and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and fucceflors, will, give, grant, and appoint;
that the faid truftees and.their fucceflors fhall for ever hereafter, bein deed, fact, and name, a body
corporate, and politick, and that they the faid body, corporate and politick, fhall be known and
diftinguithed in all deeds, grants, bargains, fales, writings, -evidences, moniments, er otherwife
however, and in all courts for ever hereafter, fhall and may fue, and be fued, plead, and be
impleaded, by the name of the Truffees of Queen’s-College, ir New-Jerfey; and that the faid
corporation by the name aforefaid, fhall be able, and in law capable, for the ufe of the faid College,
to have, get, acquire;, purchafe, receive, and poflefs, lands, tenements, hereditaments,?jurifdi®ions;
and franchifes, for themfelves, and their fucceffors in fee fimple or otherwife howfoever ; and to
purchale;¥receive, or build any houfe, or houfes, orany other buildings as. they fhiall think need-
ful and convenient, for the ufe of the faid Queen’s-College; and in fuch place or places in this
our colony; of New-Jerfey, as they the faid truftees, or the major part of them; met as aforcfaid,
fhall agree upon; and alfoto receive any goods, and chattels, lands, or tenements, for the ufe
aforefaid; and alfo to have,“accept,” and receive, any reats, profits, annuities, gifts, legacies,
donations, and bequefts of any kind whatfoever, for the ufeaforefaid : Neverthelefs that the yeatly
clear value of the premiffes, do not exceed the fum of three thoufand pounds fterling ; and
therewith or otherwife to fupport and pay (as the faid truftees and their fucceffors, or the major
part of them, which regularly convene for that purpofe, fhall agree and fee caufe) the prefidens,
profeflors, tutors, and ‘other officers or minifters of the faid Queen s-College, their refpe&ive
annual falaries or allowances, and all fuch other neceffary and contingent charges, asfrom time to
time, fhallvarife and accrue relating to the faid Queen’s College.  And alfo to grant, bargain, fell;
let, "or affign, lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods or chattels, and contra&, or do all other
things, whatfoever by.the name aforefaid, and for the ufe aforefaid, in asfull and ample manner to
all intents and purpofes, 2s any natural perfon, or other body, politick, or corporaticn, is able to
do by the laws of our realm of: Great-Britain; or of our faid province of New-jerfey. And of
our further grace, certain knowledge, and meer motion, to the intent that our faid corporation
and body politick, may anfwer the end of their eretion’ and conftitution, and may have perpe-
tual fucceflion, and continuance for ever, 'We do for us, our heirs, and fucceflors, hereby will;
give, and grant, untothe faid Truftees of Queen’s College, in New-Jerfey, and to their fucceflors
for ever, that when any twelve of the faid truftees for the time being, are convened and met to-
gether as aforefaid,. for the fervice of the faid college, they fhall be capable to a& as fully and
amply to all intents and purpofes, as if all the truftees of the faid college were perfonally prefent;
and all matters whatfoever, under the care of the truftees, fhall be determined by the majority of
thofe twelve, or any greater number {o convened and met together, as fully and effeétually as if
the fame had been concluded by the plurality of votes of the whole number of truftees, met and
aflembled. And we do hereby give, and grant, full power and authosity to any five, or more of
' . the
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the faid truftees, to call' meeetings of the faid truftees, from time to time, and to order notice to

be given to the faid truftees, of the time and places of meetings for the fervice aforefaid, as herein.
before is dire&ted.

And al{d, we-do hereby for us, our heirs, and fucceffors, will, giveand grant unto the Truffees
of Queen’s-College, in New-Jerfey, and their fucceffors for ever, that the faid truftees, from time
totime, and for ever hereafter, do ele&t, nominate, and appoint fuch a qualified perfon, being a
member of the Dutch reformed church aforefaid, as they or the major part of any twelve of them,
convened for that purpofe, as above directed, fhall think fit, to be the prefident of the faid college;
and to have the immediate care of the education and government of fuch ftudents, as fhall be fent
and admitted into, the faid college for education, and inftrution ; and fhall and may, by and with the
confent of  the majority of the faid truftees as aforefafaid, confer all fuch honorary degrees, as
ufually are granted and conferred in any of our collegesin any of our colonies in America; and,
alfo, that the faid truftees do ele&, nominate and appoint a profeflor in divinity, who fhall and may
read leftures in theology, inftruct the ftudents in the fcience of divine truths, and the knowledge,
of the holy feriptures, who alfo may be prefident of the college, or not, as the truftees fhall feg
meet and convenient ; and alfo fuch a number of other profeflors and tutors, to aflift the prefident-
of the faid college, inthe education and government of the ftudents belonging to it, as they the
faid truftees, or their fucceffors, or the major part of them, which fhall convene for that purpofe,.
as-above direfted, fhall from time to time, and at anytime hereafter, think necefliry, for the
advantage, and well being of the faid college. Provided always, and it is hereby declared, and
exprefly enjoined, that there fhall always be, refiding at or near faid college, at leaft one profefor,
or teacher, well verfed in the Englifh language, eletted, nominated, maintained and fupported by the
faid corporation, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, grammatically to inftruét the ftudents
of the faid college, in the knowledge of the Englith langnage. Provided alfo, thatall minutes of
the meetings, and tranfadtions of the truftees, and all rules, orders, and regulations, relating to the
government of the faid college, and all accounts relating to the receipts, and payments of money,
fhall- be in the Englifh language, and no other. And wedo hereby further give and grantto the
faid truftees, and their fucceflors, or the major part of any twelve of them, convened for that
purpofe; as above dire&ted, full power and authority, atany time to difplace, and difcharge from
the fervice of the faid Queen’s-College, fuch prefident, profeflor of Divinity, profeflors and
tutors, and to ele& others in their room and ftead ; and alfo that the faid truftees, or their fuccef-
fors as above direfted, do, from time to time as occafion fhall require, ele&, conftitute, ‘and appoint
a treafurer, (which treafurer fhall give fecurity to the truftees for the faithful performance of his
office, for fuch fum, and in {fuch manner as the faid truftees fhall fee fit ro require) a clerk, and
fteward for the faid college, and fhall likewife appoint to them, and each of them, their refpedive
bufinefs and trufts, and difplace and difcharge from the fervice of faid college, fuch treafurer,
clerk, or fteward, and ele& others in their room and ftead ; which prefident, profeflor of divinity,
tutors, profeflors, treafurer, clerk, and fteward, fo ele®ed and appointed, We do for us our
heirs.and fucceffors, by thefe prefents, conftitute and eftablifh in their feveral offices, and do give
them and every of them, full power and authority, to exercife the fame in the faid- Queen’s-College,
in New-Jerfey, according to the dire&ion, and during the pleafure of the faid truitees, as fully
and freely as any other the like officers in any of “our colleges in our realm of Great-Britain, law-
fully may or oughtto do. And alfo, thatthe faid truftees, .and their fucceffors in the manner above
dire&ed, as often asthe place of any one or ‘more of the faid truftees, fhall become vacant by the
death, reroval or immoral. conduét of any one of the members (which conduét fhall be determined

by
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by the truftees, or the majority of them) fhall and may ele& and appoint, in the manner before
direéted, fuch other truftee, or truftees, to fupply the place of him or them fo dying, or otherwife
becoming unfit, or incapable to ferve the faid college ; and every truftee fo eledted, and appointed,
fhall, by virtue of thefe prefents, and of fuch eletion, and appointment be vefted with all the
powers and privileges, which any of the other truftees of the faid college, are hereby invefted
with. And we do further of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge, and_meer motion, will, give,
and grant, and by thefe prefents, for us our heirs and fucceflors, do give, and grant, unto the faid
Truftees of the faid LRueen’s-College, in New-Jerfey, that they and their fucceffors, convened
for that purpofe, as above direéted, may make, and they are hereby fully empowered from time to
time, freely and fully to make and eftablifh, fuch ordinances, orders and laws, as may tend to the
good wholefome government of the faid college, and all the ftudents, and the feveral officers, and
minifters thereof, and to the publick benefit of the fame, not repugnant to the laws and ftatutes
of our realm of Great-Britain, or of this our province of New-Jerfey ; and fuch ordinances,
orders and laws, which fhall be fo made as aforefaid, we do by thefe prefents, for
us our heirs, and fucceflors, ratify, allow and confirm, as good and effe@ual to oblige
and bind all the faid ftudents, and feveral officers, and minilters of the faid Queen’s.
College ; and we do hereby authorize, and empower the faid truftees of the faid college,
and the prefident, profeffor of divinity, profeflors, and tutors, by them ele&ted, and appointed, to
‘put fuch laws and ordinances in execution, to all proper intents and purpofes. And we do further
- by thefe prefents, for us our heirsand fucceflors, of our fpecial grace, certain knowledge, and
meer motion, give, and grant, unto the faid Truffees of Queen’s-College, i New-Jerfey, and to
their fucceflors, that they fhall have a common f{eal, under which they may pafs diplomas and
certificates, of advancement in literature, ‘and the fcience of theology, as aforefaid. And that the
faid truftees of faid College, by deed, or deeds of conveyance, leafes, or other legal inftruments,
duly executed, under the hands of feven of the truftees, at any publick mceting, convened as herein
before direéted, and with the feal of the corporation affixed thereto, may pafs the eftate of the faid
corporation, in lands or tenements, in fee, or for years, to any ‘perfon or perfons; and the fame
deeds or leafes, fhall pafs the eftate thereby intended to be granted or leafed, to all intents and
purpofes ; and to notify all the neceflary affairs and bufinefs, of and concerning the faid corporation,
or of and concerning the faid Queen’s-College, in New-Jerfey ; which common feal fhall be engraven
in fuch form, and with fuch infcription, as fhall be devifed by the faid Truffees of the faid College,
or the mzjority, convened as above direfted; and fhall have a book or books of entry, for the ufe of
the Truftees to be in fuch cultody, with all other writings, as they fhall appoint. « And we do fur=
ther for us our heirs and fucceflors, give, and grant, unto the faid Truffees of Queen’s-College, in
New-Jerfey, and their fucceffors, or any twelve of them, as abovefaid, full power and authority,
from time to time, tonominate and appoint, all other inferior officers and minifters, which they
fhall judge neceflary for the ufe of the College, not herein particularly named or mentioned:
Which officers, or minifters; we do hereby empower to execute their offices or trufts, as fully and
freely as any other the like officers and miniftersin any of our Colleges, in our realm of Great-
Britain, lawfully may or ought todo. .And laftly, our exprefs will and pleafure is, and we do by
thefe prefents, for us our heirs and fucceffors, give, and grant, unto the Truflees of Queen’s«
College, in New-Jerfey, and their fucceflors for ever, that thefe our letters patent, or the enroll-
ment thereof, fhall be good and effectual in law, to all intents and purpofes, again{t us, our heirs and
ducceflors, without any other licence, .grant, or’ confirmation, from us, our heirs and fucceflors,
hereafter by the faid Truftees to be had and obtained. Notwithftanding the not reciting, or
mifreciting, or not naming, or mifnaming of the aforefaid officers, franchifes, priviledges, _immu.
: nities,
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rites, or other the premifes, or any of them, and notwithftanding a writ of 4d Quod Damnum,
hath not iflued forth to enquire of the premifes, or any of them before the enfealing hereof, any
ftatute, a8, ordinance, provifion, or any other matter or thing, to the .contrary, notwithftanding:
To have, hold, and enjoy all and fingular, the priviledges, advantages, liberties, immunities, and.
all other the premifes herein or hereby granted, and given, or which are meant, mentioned,
or intended to be herein and hereby granted, unto themthe faid Truffees of the faid Queen’s-
College, in New-Jerfey, andio their fucceflors for ever, - In teftimony, whereof we "have caufed
thefe our letters to be made patent, and the great feal of our faid province of New-Jerfey, to
be hereunto affixed. Witnefs, our trufty and well beloved WiLLiam Frankrin, Efquire.
Governor and commander in chicef, of our faid province of New-Jerfey, this Twentieth Day of
March, in the Tenth year of .our reign, dnno Domini, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy.

By defire of the Truflees, within named, none of the 'copies of the foregoing Charter, are 4o be
“delivered, or held to be genuine, but fuch as are Jubfiribed by Peter Zabrilkie, Efq;

PETTIT,
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