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6:3-8.1 General requirements 

(a) The program of activities or sports to be employed by 
any public school in competitive contests, games or events 

6:3-8.1 

or in exhibitions with individual pupils or teams of one or 
more schools of the same district, or of other districts, shall 
be recommended annually by the chief school administrator 
to the district board of education for approval. 
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(b) In cases in which' the athletic facilities are not owned 
by the municipality or the district board of education, . the 
districtboard of education shall require that adequate safe­
guards to players and spectators be provided by the owner. 
The field, room, court, track, stands and surrounding prem­
ises shall be kept in good condition and free from hazards. 

(c) Upon the recommendation of the chief school admin­
istrator, the district board of education shall adopt, and 
thereafter, annually review a policy of emergency medical 
procedures for all practice sessions, and competitive con­
tests, games, events or exhibitions with individual pupils or 
teams of one or more schools of the same district or of 
other districts. Said policy should be disseminated to appro­
priate personnel. 

(d) Each candidate for a place on a school athletic squad 
or team shall be given a medical examination by the medical 
inspector or designated team doctor within 365 days prior to 
the first practice session with examinations being made 
available throughout the school year consistent with the 
district's athletic schedule. In lieu thereof, the medical in~ 
spector may accept the report of such an examination by a 
physician licensed to practice medicine. 

1. To participate on an athletic squad or team, each 
candidate whose medical examination was completed 
more than 60 days prior to the first practice session shall 
provide a health history update of medical problems 
experienced since the last medical examination, which 
shall be completed by the parent or legal guardian. The 
health history update shall include, but not be limited to, 
the following information: 

1. Hospitalizations/operations; 

ii. Illness; 

111. Injuries; 

iv. Care administered by a physician; and 

v. Medications. 

2. The parent or legal guardian shall receive written 
notification signed by the medical inspector or team 
doctor approving the pupil's participation in athletics 
based upon the medical examination or the reasons for 
the medical inspector's or team doctor's disapproval of 
the pupil's participation shall be included in such notifica­
tion. The health findings of the medical examination for 
participation shall be made a part of the pupil's health 
record. 

(e) A medical examination to determine the fitness of a 
pupil to participate in athletics shall include, as a minimum, 
no less than the following: 

1. A medical history questionnaire, completed by the 
parent or legal guardian of the pupil, to determine if the 
pupil: 
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i. Has been medically advised not to participate in 
any sport, and the reason for such advice; 

11. Is under physician's care and the reasons for such 
care; 

iii. Has experienced loss of consciousness after an 
injury; 

iv. Has experienced a fracture or dislocation; 

v. Has undergone any surgery; 

vi. Takes any medication on a regular basis, the 
names of such medication and the reasons for such 
medication; 

vii. Has allergies including hives, asthma or reaction 
to bee stings; 

viii. Has experienced frequent chest pains or palpi­
tations; 

ix. Has a recent history of fatigue and undue tired­
ness; 

x. Has a history of fainting with exercise; and 

xi. Has a history of a family member having sudden 
death; and 

2. A physical examination pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
6A:16-2.2. 

(f) The district board of education shall adopt a policy 
regarding the cqntent and procedures for the administration 
of the medical examination required in (e) above. Nothing 
in this section shall be interpreted as precluding the district 
board of education from adopting content and procedures in 
excess of the minimum requirements set forth herein. 

(g) Any examination conducted by a physician other than 
the medical inspector or designated team doctor must be 
reported to the medical inspector or designated team doctor 
on a form furnished by the district board of education and, 
as a minimum, include that content adopted by the board. 
If, at the request of the parent or legal guardian, the 
medical examination is conducted by a physician other than 
the medical inspector or designated team doctor, such exam­
ination shall not be at the expense of the district board of 
education. 

(h) A pupil representing his or her school in interscholas­
tic athletic competition shall sign a form furnished by the 
district board of education, the wording of which shall 
embody a request to be enrolled as a candidate for a place 
on a school team in a specified sport. The parent or legal 
guardian must execute an acknowledgement that physical 
hazards may be encountered. 

(i) Every candidate for a place on the school athletic 
squad or team shall submit a form furnished by the district 
board of education conveying the consent of his or her 
parent or legal guardian to participate. 
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SUBCHAPTER 9. ATTENDANCE AND PUPIL 
ACCOUNTING 

Authority 

N.J.S.A. 18A:l-l, 18A:4-14, 18A:4-15, 18A:6-27, 18A:17B-12, 18A:7F, 
18A:7G, 18A:17-9, 18A:17-10, 18A:17-32, 18A:17-45, 
18A:l8A-3.1, 18A:18A-4, 18A:18A-5, 18A:18A-7, 18A:18A-13, 
18A:18A-40, 18A:19-13, 18A:20-4.2, 18A:21-l, 18A:22-8, 18A:23, 
18A:24-10, 18A:29-3, 18A:33-3, 18A:36A-1, 18A:39-19, 18A:46, 
18A:54-20.1, 18A:54-29.2, 18A:58-11 and 18A:58-37.1. 

Source and Effective Date 

R.2001 d.140, effective May 7, 2001 (operative July 1, 2001). 
See: 33 N.J.R. 419(a), 33 N.J.R. 1415(a), 33 N.J.R. 1796(a). 

6:3-9.1 School register 

(a) The Commissioner shall prepare and distribute a 
school register which shall be known as the New Jersey 
"School Register, for recording pupil attendance in all public 
schools of the State operated by district boards of education, 
or charter school boards of trustees, except adult high 
schools. 

(b) Pupil attendance shall be recorded in the school 
register during school hours on each day the school is in 
session. 

(c) Separate school registers shall be kept for pupils 
attending pre-school, A.M. kindergarten, P.M. kindergarten, 
full-day kindergarten, grades one through six, grades seven 
and eight, grades nine through 12, each pre-school handi­
capped class, each handicapped class, shared-time classes 
for regular pupils, shared-time classes for handicapped pu­
pils, full-time bilingual education programs and vocational 
day programs, and summer schools operated by district 
boards of education. 

(d) The enrollment record of all pupils sent to an ap­
proved charter school shall be recorded in the school regis­
ter at the school where the pupil would have been attending, 
and shall be shown as a transfer. 

6:3-9.2 School enrollment 

(a) The enrollment in a class, a school or a school district 
shall be the total number of original entries plus the number 
of re-entries, less the number of transfers, withdrawals or 
dropouts in any such unit during a school year. The total 
number of original entries and re-entries, less the number of 
transfers, withdrawals or dropouts, in all the classes and 
schools of a school district shall constitute the school enroll­
ment for that district board of education during any school 
year. 

(b) No pupil attending a school operated by a district 
board of education shall be enrolled in more than one 
school register in any school district during a school year. 
All pupils shall be enrolled as of the first day of attendance 
for that year. 
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(c) No pupil shall be enrolled in a school register until 
the pupil has reached the following legal school age: 

1. Preschool-four years and less; \._,__) 

2. Kindergarten-over four years and less than six 
years; 

3. Day school-over five years; 

4. Pre-school handicapped-over three years and less 
than five years. 

(d) Within 10 days of the start of the school year, a 
school district shall determine whether any re-entering stu­
dent who has not attended school that year has an excused 
absence or has transferred, withdrawn or dropped out of the 
school district. 

(e) Any pupil enrolled in a school register in a school 
district who moves to another school district in the same 
school year shall be enrolled in one register in the new 
school district upon entering school in that district. 

(f) The average daily enrollment in a school district for a 
school year shall be the sum of the days present and absent 
of all enrolled pupils when schools were in session during 
the year, divided by the number of days schools were 
actually in session. The average daily enrollment for the 
classes or schools of a district having varying lengths of 
terms shall be the sum of the average daily enrollments '\ 
obtained for the individual classes or schools. V 

(g) The average daily attendance in a school district for a 
school year shall be the sum of the days present of all 
enrolled pupils when schools were in session during the 
year, divided by the number of days schools were actually in 
session. The average daily attendance for the classes or 
schools of a district having varying lengths of terms shall be 
the sum of the average daily attendance obtained for the 
individual classes or schools. 

6:3-9.3 School attendance 

(a) For purposes of school attendance, a day in session 
shall be a day on which the school is open and pupils are 
under the guidance and direction of a teacher or teachers 
engaged in the teaching process. Days on which school is 
closed for such reasons as holidays, teachers' institutes and 
inclement weather shall not be considered as days in session. 

(b) A day of attendance shall be one in which a pupil is 
present for the full day under the guidance and direction of 
a teacher while school is in session. Whenever over-crowded 
conditions make it necessary to hold two separate sessions · 
with a different group of pupils in each session a pupil 
attending for all of either session shall be regarded as having 
attended for the full day. An excused absence f?r any reason .1 
shall not be counted as a day of attendance m the school,~ 
register. 
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(c) A half-day class shall be considered the equivalent of 
a full day's attendance only if in session for four hours or 
more, exclusive of recess periods or lunch periods. 

(d) A record of the attendance of all pupils on roll in a 
school register shall be kept each day that school is in 
session by a teacher or other authorized person. It shall be 
the duty of this person to keep the attendance records 
according to these rules and the specific instructions printed 
in the school register, and if necessary, according to supple­
mentary instructions issued from time to time by the Com­
missioner. 

(e) No pupil shall be recorded as present unless the 
school is in session and the pupil or pupils so recorded are 
under the guidance and direction of a teacher in the teach­
ing process. 

(f) A pupil shall be recorded as absent in the school 
register when not in attendance at a session of the school 
while a member of the school, except pupils excused due to 
religious holidays who shall be recorded as excused. 

6:3-9.3 

(g) A pupil shall be recorded as either present, absent, or 
excused for religious observance, every day the school is in 
session after the pupil enters until the date the pupil is 
transferred to another school, or officially leaves the school 
system. 

(h) The Commissioner shall annually prescribe a list of 
religious holidays on which it shall be mandatory to excuse 
pupils for religious observance upon the written request 
signed by the parent or person standing in loco parentis. 

(i) The mere presence of a pupil at roll call shall not be 
regarded as sufficient attendance for compliance with these 
rules. In a school which is in session during both the 
forenoon and the afternoon, a pupil shall be present at least 
one hour during both the forenoon and the afternoon in 
order to be recorded as present for the full day. In a school 
which is in session during either the forenoon or the after­
noon, a pupil shall be present at least two hours in the 
session in order to be recorded as present for the full day. 
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