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THE BRIDGE OVER THE RARITAN RIVER
Between Perth Amboy and Sayreville

Connects the main highways of Perth Amboy, Woodbridge]Township
South Amboy and Sayreville Township
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IN APPRECIATION

of Cooperation

HE members of the Victory Memorial Bridge Celebration Committee wish to

express their most sincere appreciation of the cooperation and generous support -

in subscriptions and advertising patronage given them by the following organiza-

tions, their officers and members, and also to the governing bodies and business men
in the various cities, boroughs, and townships:

THE AMERICAN LEGION
THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE CITY OF PERTH AMBOY
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS
THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
THE BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN’S CLUB
THE WOMAN'’S CLUB OF PERTH AMBOY
THE GIRLS” CLUB OF PERTH AMBOY
THE MASTER BUILDERS" ASSOCIATION
THE PERTH AMBOY INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION
BNAI ZION CAMP, No. 20
BENEVOLENT PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS
PERTH AMBOY REAL ESTATE BOARD
ASSOCIATION OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF NEW JERSEY

THE LIONS, ROTARY, KIWANIS AND EXCHANGE CLUBS
and
CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS, FRATERNAL BODIES, LABOR UNIONS,
SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES AND OTHER SOCIETIES
TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION.

Many of which are represented in text and illustrated pages subscribed by
Cities, Boroughs and Townships under their respective headings.
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“Lest We Forget”

HIS is a day of" celebration, of parades with

flags and bunting fluttering brightly in the

breeze, the blare of brass bands, the laughter
of the happy crowds, the jostle and movement of the
throngs through the streets of the city, a holiday spirit
over all.

Tonight the sparkle and boom of fireworks against
the velvet black of the June night will entertain many
thousands, while notables of the state gather around
the banquet table.

To those of us who have lost a relative, friend, neigh-
bor or townsman in the World War, these peaceful
pyrotechnic displays must recall the rumbling thunder
of the battle front in Europe, which, at the time of the
enemy’s greatest success could almost be felt on our
own Jersey shore.

* ok ok

Instead of offering protection during those doubtful
days, the great Atlantic threatened to become an ave-
nue for the enemy, his undersea boats, his Zeppelins,
his fleet. The men of Jersey who filed into the camou-
flaged transports at our piers were defending their own
beautiful coast, and their waterfront cities of industry
and commerce, busily engaged in the manufacture of
the instruments and ammunitions of war.

To many Jerseymen who sailed overseas, those trans-
ports proved the bark of Charon, taking their souls
across the river Styx, never to return to the land of the
living. Many others, unused to the rigors of camplife,
or snatched by the sneaking influenza-death from hast-
ily built barracks and hospitals, died at home; they
also were the state’s offering of young manhood on the
altar of patriotism.

* ok Xk

In the prime of life, they marched forth, many of
them scarcely knowing, or caring, what it was all about,
but firm in the faith that their country, whether by
birth or adoption, was on the right side in the great
conflict.

They laid down their lives in the struggle to uphold
the principles of this and other nations, dominated by
democratic ideals of government, and arrayed against
the military powers which believed that might alone
made right, and that aggression on weaker nations was
justified as a means to an end.

Nor are these empty, hollow phrases. The world is
better today, more democratic, more united, more mo-
tivated by a spirit of disarmament and an endeavor to
preserve universal peace, than it would have been had
the men of New Jersey and America stayed at home.

Standing at the head of the crusaders is an heroic
figure, the figure of one whom we came to regard as a
Jerseyman, scholarly, cultured, president of one of our
great colleges, lifted to the governorship, and then
raised to the presidency of the United States—Wood-
row Wilson.

* % %

He was at one and the same time a pathetic and an
heroic figure. Humbly, hesitatingly seeking the advice
of others more versed in the practical ways of life, he
took control, domineering, self-assertive, stubbornly
opinionated and bravely maintaining his point of view,
once his mind had been convinced of what he consid-
ered the best course to follow.

He assumed the stress and strain of war responsi-
bility as a personal task. His idealism caused his im-
agination to soar beyond practical possibilities of uni-
versal harmony at the peace conference. His mind, ac-
customed to the cloistered serenity of the study at old
Nassau, saw radiant visions of a better world, brought
about by the inspiring idealism of America. Great and
courageous, his mind and body nevertheless broke un-
der the strain, and he died, stricken by the War as
mercilessly as the men who were killed in action.

* ok ok
In paying tribute to the state’s heroic dead, let us

not forget the Gold Star Mothers, the women of the
state who suffered most, whose very flesh and blood
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was torn from their hearts, to whom the yellow slip
of a war department telegram spelled ruined hopes,
tragedy, desolation, and the endless yearning of a

broken heart.
% k%

Let us not forget, on this day of dedication, the
wounded, the maimed, the gassed, the shell shocked in
our hospitals. Blinded by the horror of the great holo-
caust, the minds of 'many were incurably affected. Let
us honor them, and make life happier for them when-
ever and wherever possible.

In choosing the new Raritan River bridge as a State
Memorial, the state chose wisely. It is symbolic of the
sacrifice of the honored dead. Their life’s blood has
cemented the Bridge of Victory, leading to better
things, greater achievements, a more sympathetic un-

derstanding among the nations, races and creeds of the
world.

How much better this bridge than a sequestered
shrine, visited by but a few. Here it stands, spanning
the ancient river which, with its tributaries, flows
through the very heart of the state, born of crystal clear
mountain streams in the beautiful hills of North Jer-
sey, rushing restlessly to the ocean, through fertile val-
leys and peaceful pastoral scenes and finally entering
New York Bay, bearing upon its bosom great steam-
ers, trim pleasure craft, busy tugs and barges laden
with the products of our industries.

Millions of motorists from every part of the coun-
try will cross the Victory Bridge. Like the memory of
the men to whom it is today dedicated, it will be part
of the life of the state and its people.
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The Victory Bridge

Its Significance and History

By HAROLD E. PICKERSGILL

HE completion of the Victory Bridge, a magnifi-

cent steel and concrete structure across the Rari-

tan River between Perth Amboy and South
Amboy, by the State Highway Commission of New
Jersey for the first time properly solves the problem
that has puzzled and distressed the people on both
shores of the River for more than two centuries. Late
in the eighteenth century the broad mouth of the river
caused trouble to those whose business or public duties
caused them to cross its surface more or less fre-
quently.

A ferry was early established to supplement the serv-
ices of individual boat owners who, for a consideration,
carried the weary traveller to the other shore. In the
year 1700 a meeting of Provincial Assembly in Perth
Amboy could not be called to order and public busi-
ness was delayed for several days because a storm rag-
ing over the Raritan made ferry crossings impossible.
As a rule the ferry bore well to the eastward after leav-
ing the Amboy slip, and at times landed as far
down the bay as Kearney’s point, which gave Keyport
its name. During the last half century, numerous
attempts were made to connect the two shores of the
river by means of steam ferries, but all of them were
impractical and of necessity short-lived.

The Bridge which is about to be abandoned to the
wreckers came into the picture in response to insistent
demands and at a time when it was little expected. The
need of the bridge had been felt for a long time by the
people of the Eastern part of Middlesex County. The
rest of the shore and its wealthier and more densely
populated sections opposed the project, fearing that it
would result in a tax burden of several millions, “with
no real benefit to anyone but the owners of undevel-
oped lands on the south side of the river.”

The late George ]J. Haney, a prominent Perth- Amboy
- business man and member of the Board of Freeholders,
surveyed the need of a suitable bridge over the Raritan.

He studied the needs of Perth Amboy and Woodbridge
and the townships to the south of the River. He con-
sulted technical experts who secured data about the
local situation, the river bottom and probable require-
ments of the War Department. After years of research,
'Mr. Haney finally startled his associates by the

announcement that a suitable wooden bridge, with a
steel draw could be constructed for $160,000, and
asked the Freeholders to authorize bonds for that
purpose.

The County gasped in astonishment, but after a time
it was agreed to go ahead, provided the project could
be carried out for the sum named. In the meantime
Freeholder Comings of Perth Amboy died and was
succeeded by the late James M. Glenn. The Board of
Freeholders was then largely Democratic and Mr.
Glenn was of that party. He favored the bridge propo-
sition as vigorously as Mr. Haney, his Republican asso-
ciate, and it ceased to be regarded as a purely Repub-
lican project. The Bridge scheme gained strength

Victory BRIDGE FROM THE WATER

rapidly. A powerful element throughout the county
gave passive approval only because of a feeling that
the bids would exceed the cost limit and the project
would automatically be defeated. A promise had been
made that all the preliminary work, plans and expenses
were to be born privately, so that the county would
pay nothing until actual construction started.
Freeholder Haney had planned wisely and awaited
the opening of bids with confidence. Cortlandt Parker,
a son of Perth Amboy and a Jerseyman of national
importance, donated the site on the North shore of the
river. On the south side, within the limits of South
Amboy, the Pennsylvania Railroad Company held title



to all shore front property, and opposed any way of
crossing the Raritan east of New Brunswick except by
boat or train. However, a bridge approach site was
bought from a Mrs. Fouratt, of Sayreville, and owned
in Sayreville Township and from her landing place was
secured all was ready for opening of bids. The day
arrived, and when bids were opened the maximum
figure set by the County was not reached. The contract
was awarded and the eastern end of the county was
happy. Throughout the rest of Middlesex there was
a feeling that the Bridge was fairly won and great
credit was given Freeholder Haney and his associates.

Much comment was occasioned by the turn in the
bridge which made it look from the sky like a
gigantic “square root” sign. The War. Department
insisted that the structure cross the channel at right
angles, necessitating a sharp turn in order that the
southerly end of the bridge rest upon the only land
available for it. In its original form the bridge was not
allowed to rest easy. The manufacturers interested in
plants along the river above the bridge were soon able
to convince the War Department that the piling pre-
vented the ice from leaving the river in the spring as
early as it might if unimpeded and additional spans
were ordered to take the place of piling south of the
draw bridge. Ice floes damaged the bridge several times
and on one occasion it was out of commission for sev-
eral weeks.

Notwithstanding the undreamed burden of automo-
‘bile traffic the bridge has accommodated, it has never

been the tremendous tax load, as its early opponents
predicted.

As the Highway system of the State came into exist-
ence, the bridge became a part of it. Hardly hadthe
State, with its engineers and experts in bridges and
highway transportation, assumed the responsibility of
its maintenance and operation, when it became evident
that a new bridge was needed to adequately care for
steadily increasing shore traffic. The Victory Bridge,
dedicated today, is the realization of this need.

Since the first white man came to what was known
as the “Province of East Jersey,” the Raritan River
has been considered a dividing line between North
Jersey and South Jersey. It separated and kept apart
the people of those two geographical divisions. But
as the shore resorts South of Sandy Hook developed,
and the beauties and healthful advantages of the pines
of Lakewood and other parts of the interior gained
recognition, the people of the entire Metropolitan area, .
and thousands from every. state in the Union began to
visit the sands of Monmouth and Ocean. With the
coming of the automobile, their numbers increased
many thousandfold, and the River became a greater
barrier than ever to the great stream of transient
traffic. The old bridge, primitive as it is, was used in
its time by hundreds of thousands each year. Tourists
to points as far south as Atlantic City and Cape May
used it and it was part of the route taken by travelers
from New York and New England on their way to
Florida and other points of the far South.

“Tue OLp BriDGE”




[From early spring to late in the fall thousands who
“commuted” by auto to Lakewood and other resorts
in southern Jegsey used it weekly and to them and all
others the new bridge is a most welcome change.

The Perth Amboy approach traverses historic ground.
" To the west of the roadway lies what was, three quar-
ters of a century ago known as “Eagleswood,” the estate
~of Marcus Spring and there for many years he made

his home with his wife Rebecca, a wonderful woman
of Quaker ancestry. Both were pronounced abolition-
ists, and their magnificent estate was the rallying place
for other leaders of humanitarians who held it wrong
to enslave a human being. Mrs. Spring was one of the
few to visit John Brown in prison after the Harpers
Ferry raid and upon their execution the bodies of two
of his faithful followers were brought to Eagleswood
and laid to rest, until many years later they were
gathered with the remains of others of his faithful band
- and taken to North Elba for final interment near the
grave of their devoted, but misguided, leader.

During the draft riots in New York, Horace Greeley
sought quiet and perhaps safety at Eagleswood, and
there were always names in the visitors’ book of men
and women known the world over for their achieve-
ments in literature and the cause of the common wel-
fare. Nathaniel Peabody, of the famous family of
philanthropists of that name, died while their guest
and lies buried on the brow of the hill overlooking the
old Eagleswood Pond.

The stone house with the Mansard roof on the west-
erly side of Convery place, a short distance north of
Smith street, was built by the Springs for George
Inness, the painter, and there the artist spent several

years of his life, laying the foundation for the fame
that afterwards became his. Some years after he had
gone elsewhere, Inness was succeeded as a friend and
tenant by Captain Edward Kemys, the famous sculptor
of American wild life, who lived in Perth Amboy for
several years while carrying on his work in what is
known to the present generation as the “Old Stone
House.”




BUILDERS OF THE VICTORY BRIDGE

Left to right: W. R. Delehanty, Treasurer, Stillman-Delehanty-Ferris Company, contractors, Perth Amboy Bridge; C. W.
Hudson, Supervising Engineer, Perth Amboy Bridge; A. B. Piver, Resident Engineer, State Highway Department; James A.
Ferris, President, Still-man-Delehanty-Ferris Company, contractors; E. W. Stevens, Stillman-Delehanty-Ferris Company; W. G.
Sloan, State Highway Engineer; George Yeomans, Stillman-Delehanty-Ferris Company.



NEW JERSEY HIGHWAY COMMISSION

Left to right: Charles Fishberg, Asst. Secretary, State Highway Commission; Abraham Jelin, State Highway Commissioner;
Percy H. Stewart, State Highway Commissioner; A. Lee Grover, Secretary, State Highway Commission; General Hugh L. Scott,
Chairman, State Highway Commission; Walter Kidde, State Highway Commissioner; W. G. Sloan, State Highway Engineer;

C. W. Hudson, Supervising Engineer, Victory Bridge.



PERTH

AMBOY

IN HISTORY

From the Writings of

Rev. W. NORTHEY JONES, M. A.
of St. Peter’s Church, Perth Amboy

N 1664 the Duke of York purchased the claims of
l Lord Sterling, which the latter had received from

the extinct Council of New England. On June 24,
1664, he conveyed the country between the Hudson and
the Delaware to John, Lord Berkeley and Sir George
Carteret. As this extensive tract between the Hudson
and the Delaware was thinly populated the two proprie-
tors offered special inducements to settlers; an absolute
freedom of government and a local assembly, having
sole power of taxation and a share in legislation.

This province was called “Nova Caesarea,” in honor
of Sir George Carteret who had made such a notable
defense while governor of the island of Jersey in the
English channel, when it was attacked by Cromwell’s
army. The American colony thus took the name of
Nova Caesarea, or “New Jersey.”

Berkeley received West Jersey as his portion and
Carteret East Jersey. Neither of these men ever was
on this side of the water. Having agreed on the bound-
aries of their concessions they appointed Philip Car-
teret, a relative of Sir George, as their representative, to
be governor of both East and West Jersey, and sent
over a party of emigrants under his leadership in
1665. He remained governor until his death in 1682.

The two proprietors did not long retain ownership
of their respective colonies. In 1683 Lord Berkeley sold
his interest, West Jersey, for $5,000.00 to John Fen-
wick and Edward Billings, noted Quakers. John Fen-
wick, in need of funds, sold many holdings to his
Quaker friends. There were, therefore, many proprie-
tors of West Jersey.

In 1679 Sir George Carteret died, and his executors
sold the proprietary colony of East Jersey in order to
liquidate his debts. This sale was completed in Feb-
ruary 2, 1681, William Penn and Robert West being
the principal of twelve purchasers. The government of
this portion of the State was then known as “The Col-
ony of the Twelve Proprietors.” Each of these twelve
Quakers almost immediately sold a half interest to a
partner of their choosing. Among the twelve extra pur-

chasers was James, Earl of Perth, from whom the city
of Perth Amboy gets half its name.

The Colony of East Jersey was then known as the
Colony of the Twenty-four Proprietors. The Duke of
York, lest any question of the legality of the title
should arise, gave a new grant to East Jersey to the
twenty-four as he had previously given to the twelve.
These twenty-four meeting together organized the
“Council of the Proprietors,” whose semi-annual meet-
ings were always held in Perth Amboy.

After the death of Philip Carteret, Robert Barclay
was elected by his fellow proprietors as the first Gover-
nor of East Jersey. He was the author of “Barclay’s
Apology,” a compendium which in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury was in every Quaker household in America. He
never set foot on American soil, but induced a large
number of Quakers to colonize here. His father was the
hero whom John G. Whittier, the Quaker poet,
described in a poem entitled “Barclay of Urie.” Gawen
Lawrie, his deputy, succeeded him as Governor. He in
turn was followed by Lord Neil Campbell, who sought
refuge from his enemies in America. The cause of his
exile having been removed, he returned to Scotland and
on his departure vested the gubernatorial authority in
Andrew Hamilton, a fellow Scotchman.

The division of East Jersey among so many proprie-
tors soon led to factional quarrels, which culminated in
certain proprietors desiring Jeremiah- Basse as gov-
ernor, while others sought to retain Hamilton. Fac-
tional disturbances became alarming. In 1702 both
East and West Jersey became a royal colony under
Queen Anne. As soon as the colony was taken over,
the Queen appointed Edward, Lord Viscount Cornbury,
grandson to the great Chancellor Clarendon, governor
of New Jersey. Cornbury was a libertine and a
swindler and was given the position in the hope that
he would recoup his fortunes. In 1708, however, he was
removed for incompetency, debts and immorality.

The favorable site for Perth Amboy as a town was
early noticed by the agents of the East Jersey Pro-
prietors, who stated in their published account, that it
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was their intention “if the Lord permit with all con-
venient speed to erect and build one principal town which
by reason of situation must in all probability be the
most considerable for merchandise trade, and fishing
in those parts. It is designed to be placed on a neck
or point of rich land called Ambo Point lying on Rari-
tan River and pointing to Sandy Hook Bay and near
adjacent to the place where ships in that great barbor
commonly ride at anchor.” They describe Ambo Point
as a “sweet, wholesome and delightful place.”

The selection of the site was apparently made by
Governor Carteret. When first mentioned in the East
Jersey records, this point bears the name of “Ompage,”
and we believe that Ambo, by which it was designated
at time of settlement, is a corruption of its earlier name.
The Proprietors intended to call the town “Perth” in
honor of the Earl of Perth, one of their associates, and
it was so called for some time. “Perth Amboy” was
substituted for “Point Ambo.” “The Point” at this time
must have been truly beautiful. Groups of forest trees,
and a luxuriant carpet of grass, gave the place the
aspect of a new creation.

Samuel Groome, one of the Proprietors and Sur-
veyor General, laid out the town into 150 lots and sent
home a draft of it indulging in many pleasing antici-
pations of the growth and prosperity of the place,
which he did not live-to realize, as he died in 1683,
leaving on the stocks unfinished the first vessel of any
size built in East Jersey.

In a letter of Groome’s, dated August, 1683, we are
told that three of the Proprietors’ houses were com-
pleted and others ready to go up. They were ten feet

~ between joint and joint, having a double chimney
made of sticks and clay. He complained that workmen

O1b SurvEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE

ToE OLp PARKER Houske

were scarce and careless. The growth of Amboy, though
not rapid, was consistent under the fostering care of
the Proprietors, who directed the deputy Governor to
reside here, establish courts. In 1684 Amboy became
the seat of Government.

Notwithstanding the efforts of the Proprietors to pre-
vent it, New York, by her superior location, was enabled
to overshadow her sister, New Perth, in commercial
importance. Being the seat of government, however,
considerable foreign commerce continued to be carried
on till the Revolution.

The change from the Proprietary to the Royal Gov-
ernment of the province had little effect on Amboy.
It continued to send two members to the General
Assembly, in addition to those of the county as it had
done under the Proprietors. It shared with Burlington

- the meetings of the Assembly and the presence of the

chief officers. Each Governor, on his arrival, would
march in procession to the court house and in presence
of the assembled people proclaim his commission from
the sovereign of England and receive congratulations
of the authorities.

Some of these early moral laws which consigned men
to the stocks, whipping post and pillory were part of
that Puritan movement which affected all social -life
wherever the Angle-Saxon settled. Listen to these
early enactments in force here in Perth Amboy:

For drunkenness, the first laws inflicted fines; one
shilling, two shillings, and two shillings sixpence for
the first three offenses, or corporal punishment if the
offender was unable to pay; if unruly, he was put in
the stocks until sober. In 1682 the law became even
more rigorous. Each offense incurred a fine of five
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shillings, and if not paid, the stocks received a tenant
for six hours. Constables not doing their duty under
the law were fined ten shillings for neglect.

The observance of the Lord’s Day was required by
abstinence from all servile work, useless recreations
and unnecessary travel. Disorderly conduct was often
punished by confinement in the stocks, fines, imprison-
ments or whipping. In 1704, under the administration
of Lord Cornbury, the use of ardent spirits began to be
considered necessary, but keepers of public houses were
forbidden to allow tippling on the Lord’s Day, except
for “necessary refreshment.”

Swearing or taking God’s name in vain was made
punishable by a fine of one shilling for eaeh offense
as early as 1668 and such continued to be the law until

- 1682 when a special act provided that the fine should
be two shillings sixpence, and if not paid, the offender
was to be placed in the stocks or whipped, according
to whether his age was under or over twelve. All prize
stage plays, games, masks, revels, bullbaitings and cock
fightings, “which excite the people to rudeness, cruelty,
looseness and irreligion” were to be discouraged and
punished. The “resistance of lawful authority by
word or action,” or “the expression of disrespectful
language, referring to those in office” was made pun-
ishable either by fine, corporal punishment, or banish-
ment. In 1676 all liars were included for the second
offense, incurring a fine of 20 shillings and if the fines
were not paid the culprits received corporal punish-
ment or were put in stocks.

The following is one of many queer laws of that
time:

“That all women of whatever age, rank, profession,
or degree, whether virgins, maids or widows who shall
after this act impose upon, seduce and betray into
matrimony any of his Majesty’s subjects by virtue of
scents, cosmetics, washes, paints, artificial teeth, false
hair or high heeled shoes, shall incur the penalty of the
law in force against witchcraft and misdemeanours.”

Two centuries ago the charm and primitive loveliness
of the surroundings of Perth Amboy circumscribed by
the Raritan River emptying into the beautiful bay of
the same name and then having on another side the
Kill von Kull, or Staten Island Sound, running for
fifteen miles or more between the mainland and Staten
Island until it empties into Newark Bay. It was and it
still is an ideal town site. Its magnificent water front
offered a safe harbor for ships and caused many to
predict that it would be the greatest seaport of America.
They had visions that it would not be long “‘ere Perth
be built as London town.”

Here the new governor’s mansion was built and occu-
pied by William Franklin, the son of Benjamin; here
in Amboy he convened the legislature. His stately
mansion, which still stands today as one of the fine
colonial structures of America, was the scene of many
receptions and social festivities. People of culture and
social prominence and men of position and affluence
made their homes here.

Officers of the Crown and the soldiers of the realm
were quartered here, and enlivened the town by balls
and dances and hunts.

Perth Amboy was on the main post road between
New York and Philadelphia, along which the great
people of the country passed, often with military escort
and retinue of servants.

Nothing ruffled the peace of the colonies except the
Indian uprising in Western New York in 1764, known
as the Conspiracy of Pontiac, and which is so pictur-
esquely portrayed by the historian Parkman. But this
event did not disturb the people of New Jersey. In con-
sequence of British victories in Canada and abroad, a
wave of patriotism for the Mother Country swept
through the colonies; the great leader of this movement
in Perth Amboy and colony was Benjamin Franklin’s
illegitimate son, Governor William Franklin.

The intense poverty and privation of the times of the
early settlers had passed away; men were able to do
more than eke out a bare subsistence. Large land own-
ers were developing their estates because of the slave
trade, the introduction of negroes from West Africa,
and the town of Perth Amboy was the chief port of
entry for the cargoes of “black gold.” “Iresh negroes,
wild from the Guinea Coast” would be bought by the
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settlers at 40 to 100 pounds for an adult. Among the
chattels of a seller who died in 1764 were:

One negro named Ham, valued at 70 lbs.
One negro named Isaac, valued at 30 Ibs.
One negro named Sam, valued at 70 Ibs.

One negro girl named Betty, valued at 10 Ibs.
One negro girl named Jane, valued at 60 lbs.
One negro wench, valued at 30 lbs.

The building now on Kearny Avenue, originally
known as “Government House,” the bricks for which
were brought from England, was built by the Colonial
proprietors of East Jersey in 1760. It was occupied
first by Frederick Smyth, Chief Justice of the Colony
and Vestryman of St. Peter's Church. He was appointed
Judge when he was thirty-two years of age, by George
[1I, but later removed to Philadelphia.

The officials and the citizens warmly greeted William
Franklin on his arrival from England in the winter of
1763. He was escorted to the Court House on the
northeast corner of the Square (Market and High
Streets) and replied to an address of welcome. Eleven
years later he left Burlington to reside in Perth Amboy
and the people gave him a rousing reception when he
made the Government House his home. Here he stayed
until the Revolution and it was in a room of this house
that he was arrested as a Loyalist and taken from his
wife, whom he never saw again.

In 1784 a portion of the interior of Government
House was burnt by fire and in 1785 Mr. John Rat-
toone bought it and repaired it.

John Rattoone was Mayor from 1796 to 1808 and
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and also Sur-
veyor-General.

In 1809 the building became a hotel called the

“Brighton House.” Soon after this the large extension
on the south end of the building was erected.

In 1815 Matthias Bruen, the New York tea mer-
chant and importer, bought the house. Mr. Bruen died
in 1846 and his youngest son, Dr. Alexander Bruen,
lived there many years after his father’s death. After
Dr. Bruen’s removal it became a hotel again.

In 1883 it came into the possession of the Presby-
terian Church as a gift from Dr. Bruen to be used as
a house for aged and infirm ministers of that denomi-
nation and for twenty years it was so used and called
the Westminster. The Presbyterians later received
another property for this purpose and it reverted to
the Bruen family. What scenes and incidents have cen-
tered around this grand old colonial structure,—one
of the most stately and commodious of the colonial
houses in America,—in the days of its greatest beauty
before the beautiful grounds around it were cut away!

During the Civil War it was used as a headquarters
for officers of the Union Army. After Alexander Bruen
ceased to live in it, it became a hotel again, and Mr.
James L. Compton was its manager until his health
failed when his brother Alfred Compton and wife
assumed the management. It was then leased to Mr.
Tulley, Postmaster of New York City; then a Mr.
Barr of New York ran it for three seasons, then Mrs.
Crosby had it for two seasons. At the height of its
prosperity as a hotel, previous to the outbreak of the
Civil War, it would accommodate 360 persons, and
was frequented by many well-to-do and prominent
families of the South.

The Barracks were built and furnished under the
direction of Samuel Neville, Thomas Bartow and John
Smyth. The building was finished in 1759 and Sam-

PerTH AMBoy Crty HaLL



uel Sargent and Thomas Skinner were appointed
trustees.

They were originally intended to accommodate three
hundred men, and were first occupied by troops return-
ing from the siege of Havana in 1761. A regiment of
British troops were stationed there from that time until
after the outbreak of the Revolution and many of the
soldiers and their families were buried in St. Peter’s
churchyard as some of the stones testify. The bar-
racks were long since destroyed to make place for the
school building on Division Street.

The 26th Regiment arriving from Ireland was in
America from 1767 to 1773 and took the place of the
28th Regiment in the barracks. There were thirty-one
rooms in the barracks, eleven being occupied by officers,
sixteen of the rooms were made to hold twelve men
apiece. Other soldiers who could not get in were quar-
tered in the town. The 47th Regiment of Foot was
After the
departure of the British, Captain Conway’s Company
of Militia occupied them.

the last regiment to be quartered there.

WASHINGTON. MONUMENT
PERTH AMBOY

THE STATEN IsLAND FERRY
Which will soon be replaced by the Liberty Bridge between Perth Amboy and Tottenville.
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What

Perth Amboy Industries

Make for You

By R. H. MINTON

N describing the industries of Perth Amboy it is
‘I not my intention to give you a mass of data and

figures, but rather to create a picture by which
you can visualize the importance of Perth Amboy’s
products in your daily life. Located on Raritan Bay at
the mouth of the famous Raritan River, the variety and
value of Perth Amboy’s products have done much to
make Northern New Jersey one of the great manufac-
turing districts of this country.

The Castles Ice Cream Company, located here,
makes enough ice cream every year to provide every
man, woman, and child in the United States with an ice
cream cone. Operating a fleet of more than one hundred
trucks, this company serves an average of eight cus-
tomers every minute of the day, that is, on a summer
day. '

The United States Government receives a large part
of the silver used for currency from the American
Smelting & Refining Company, which annually refines
37 million ounces of silver, besides large amounts of
copper, lead and gold. With this company should be
linked another of our important plants, the Raritan

Copper Works, one of the world’s huge copper refineries,
producing every month 38 million pounds of copper.
Its yearly output if made into wire screen would prob-
ably cover every window and door of every house in the
country. This plant is largely responsible for the fact
that 28% of the world’s copper production is refined in
Perth Amboy.

Associated with the production of copper is one of our
most important plants, the Standard Underground
Cable Company, the largest employer of labor in this
district. One of the world’s leading manufacturers of all
forms of electrical wire and cables, this company’s
annual production would encircle the globe several
times. Its products range from the finest wire used in
radio construction to immense cables.

If you own a car, you are interested in good roads.
If you are building a home you are interested in inex-
pensive and durable roofing material. Both of these
have been made possible because of one of Perth
Amboy’s most important plants, the Barber Asphalt
Company, which, with its oil refinery, covers 140 acres
of ground. Annually it imports over 100,000 tons of
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South American asphalt, processes it and- distributes it
over the country for roads and roofs.

If you are a smoker, you may be enjoying a cigar
made by the General Cigar Company of Perth Amboy,
one of the largest in this section, which produces an-
nually enough cigars to provide several smokes to every
smoker in Greater New York.

One of America’s important chemical producers, the
Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Company, has three
plants in Perth Amboy. They manufacture large
quantities of Formaldehyde, used in the making of
Bakelite, as well as immense quantities of bleaching
compounds used by textile producers, and chemical
compounds used in large quantities by manufacturers
of rubber products.

The United States Cartridge Company produces a
goodly proportion of the 600 million shells consumed
yearly in this country. Some 300 freight cars per year

are necessary to move this output

The marvelously rapid development of radio manu-
facture in America has been largely possible through
the use of one of Perth Amboy’s unique products. Fully
95 per cent. of all radio manufacturers use parts made
of Bakelite by the Bakelite Corporation of Perth
Amboy. Its products are made into thousands of
articles ranging from buttons to machine gears. The
pipe you- smoke, . the telephone you use, the car you
drive, the electric light by which you read, the pen with
which you sign checks, and many other articles of
every-day use, all contain Bakelite in some form.
Whenever you listen to radio think ot Bakelite and
Perth Amboy.

Of all the widely advertised products made in the
United States probably none is more generally known
than the product called “Vaseline.” All the vaseline
manufactured is made by the Chesebrough Manufac-
turing Company, which annually produces and ships
from Perth Amboy 50 million packages of vaseline to
every port in the world.

Brick made of carborundum are made by the Perth
Amboy plant of the Carborundum Company. This
material, under the trade name of “*Carbofrax,” is made
into various shapes that are used in the gas industry, in
oil refining, in power plants, in the ceramic industry, in
the enamelled iron and other industries.

Of all the varied products made in Perth Amboy,
those by which it has become best known throughout
the country are its ceramic or clay products.

In the position held by New Jersey as the second clay
producing State in the Union, Perth Amboy has con-
tributed a large share. The only known deposits of
plastic fire clay are located in the Mutton Hollow dis-
trict of Woodbridge and are known all over the United

FirsT NATIONAL BANK, PERTH AMBOY

States, having been first worked in the year 1800. High
grade fire clay products from the Perth Amboy and
Woodbridge plants, particularly Henry Maurer & Sons
Company, M. D. Valentine & Bro. Company, and
Mutton Hollow Fire Brick Company, are essential to
the great blast furnaces and smelters of the steel and
other metal ‘industries.

New Jersey ranks first in the production of archi-
tectural terra cotta, chemical stoneware and sanitary
ware. One of the most difficult of ceramic wares to
manufacture is chemical stoneware. The General
Ceramics Company, the largest manufacturer of chemi-
cal stoneware in America, makes acid proof vessels from
one pint pitchers to huge pots having a capacity of 1200
gallons. Surely the modern Ali Baba and his forty
thieves would have no difficulty in hiding in these great
vessels ten feet high. The products of this company
played a very important part in the World War by
furnishing chemical equipment for the Government
Nitrate Plants and for the great Edgewood Arsenal at
Baltimore.

It is most uncanny the way in which skilled potters
mould plastic clay into all manner of shapes and forms
including huge pots, vacuum Kkettles, storage tanks,
condensers and stills, pressure vessels, pumps, retorts,
filters, anything and everything in fact required for the
production of acids, chemicals, explosives and medi-
cines. To wander through a storage yard of these
strange vessels is like a trip through a fairyland of huge
china ware. Although chemical stoneware is relatively
a modern product, clay vessels for storage purposes
have been in use for centuries. The great Persian poet,
Omar Khayyam, in his famous poem, the Rubaiyat,
written in the 12th century, immortalized clay vessels
in the following:
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Shapes of all sorts, and sizes, great and small,
That stood along the floor and by the wall,
And some loquacious vessels were: and some
Listened perhaps, but never talked at all.

Said one among them—"“Surely not in vain
My substance of the common Earth was ta’en
And to this figure molded, to be broke

Or trampled back to shapeless earth again.”

After a momentary silence spake

Some vessel of a more ungainly make;
“They sneer at me for leaning all awry:
What! did the hand of the potter shake?”

“Well,” murmur’d one, “Let those make or buy
My clay with long oblivion is gone dry;

But fill me with the old familiar juice,
Methinks [ might recover by and by.”

The General Ceramics Company also operates in this
district the world’s most modern plant for the produc-
tion of heavy sanitary ware, such as bath tubs, lava-
tories, kitchen sinks, wash trays, etc. Perth Amboy’s
place as a producer of sanitary porcelain ware is main-
tained through the output of the Fords Porcelain
Works, the largest single producer in the country, and
the Woodbridge Ceramic Works.

Modern skyscraper buildings have been made pos-
sible largely through two important clay products, and
New York City is indebted to Perth Amboy for most
of this ware, which has gone into its huge buildings.
The light, fireproof qualities of clay hollow building
tile have been essential to large buildings. The
National Fireproofing Company, the Mutton Hollow
Fire Brick Company, Anness Hollow Tile Corporation,
and the Raritan Hollow Tile Company, produce huge
quantities of this material to supply the metropolitan
demand.

Possibly of all heavy clay products the most fascinat-
ing, because of its artistic possibilities, is architectural
terra cotta. Perth Amboy leads the world in the pro-
duction of architectural terra cotta, having three large
companies. The use of terra cotta has been traced back
to 3775 B. C. These pieces were formed by hand and
enameled, and are the oldest existing implements pro-
duced by the hand of man. Architectural terra cotta
in the United States was first produced in Perth Amboy
in 1878 by the old Perth Amboy Terra Cotta Company,
later merged into the Atlantic Terra Cotta Company.

All of you are familiar with the Woolworth Building
in New York City, that magnificent monument to a
man with an idea, an idea based upon five and ten cent
pieces. This wonderful building has its exterior for
52 stories built of terra cotta furnished by the Atlantic
Terra Cotta Company, the largest maker of terra cotta
in the world. The clay was mined in the Mutton Hol-
low section of Woodbridge. Another notable example
of the work of this company is the famous grill room
of the McAlpin Hotel. This beautiful room is formed
entirely of colored terra cotta, the mural panels depict-
ing phases of the history of New York Harbor. The
terra cotta exterior of the great Pennsylvania Hotel was
also furnished by the Atlantic Terra Cotta Company.

The Federal Terra Cotta Company furnished the
terra cotta for the Equitable Building, 120 Broadway,
New York City, the world’s largest office building.
They also supplied the famous Traymore Hotel at
Atlantic City. Notable examples of the New Jersey
Terra Cotta Company are the Hotel Vanderbilt and
Princeton University Club, New York City.

Terra cotta has made possible modern city office
buildings and has brought into being many buildings
of beauty and utility not possible with any other mate-



rial. After these great buildings are erected, their floors
must be covered and their walls lined with Perth Amboy
floor and wall tile, made by the American Encaustic
Tiling Company, the C. Pardee Works and the Perth
Amboy Tile Works.

A night view of Perth Amboy with its burning kilns
and metallurgical furnaces might have inspired Long-
fellow to those lines:

“A burning town or seeming so,
Three thousand furnaces that glow,

Incessantly, and fill the air

With smoke uprising, gyre on gyre,
And painted by the lurid glare

Of jets and flashes of red fire.”

This is Perth Amboy, a great industrial center, con-
tributing to the daily needs of America. A city with a
history of worthy achievement; a city with a present
making history; a city destined to {ulfill our most hope-
ful prophecies as to its great future progress. We wel-
come you to Perth Amboy.

The Westminster Cadets

boys, organization, was organized in October,

1900, by the Rev. Dr. H. G. Mendenhall, then
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, and John A.
Danner, who had seen service in the Spanish-American
war, as a captain.

THE Westminster Cadets, Perth Amboy’s oldest

The object of the organization is to inspire a patri-
otic spirit, to promote the moral, social and physical
welfare of young men and to assist Major James H.
Dandy Post, No. 43, G. A. R., on Memorial Day and
as occasion may require.

The organization started with a membership of some
60 boys, divided into three military companies, and
continued as such until the World War nearly dis-
rupted the organization, some twenty-seven out of a
possible thirty-five members enlisting in Uncle Sam’s
fighting forces. The remaining members were organ-

ized into a fife and drum corps, prominent at all patri-
otic occasions.

Captain John Danner remained in charge of the
Cadets as Captain until 1907, returning to the organi-
zation again as Major, 1913-14. Others who succeeded
him were: Leonard Wait, Captain; Harry E. Comings,
Captain; Glenworth Sturgis, Major; Anton Hanson,
Major, and the present leader, Albert C. Krogh, who
was elected Captain in March, 1917.

In January of this year a small building was erected
in Rector street as a club house for the Cadets and
today the corps has an active membership of thirty.

Only two of the original charter members remain,
Captain Albert C. Krogh and Quartermaster N. Earl
Barnes. The other officers of the Cadets are: John
Koehler, Assistant Quartermaster; Carlyn Krogh, Fife
Sergeant; Martin Krogh, Drum Sergeant, and Alton
O’Brien, Bugle Sergeant.

WESTMINSTER CADETS



THE CHIEF ExecuTivE SEES PERTH AMBOY’s MEMORIAL To [Ts WAR HEROES

Governor A. Harry Moore and Members of the local Government with a Model of the Proposed Monument. Left to Right Are: James S. J. Novelli, the Sculptor; Alderman
_john J. Clark of Perth Amboy, Clifford La Rocque, Governor Moore, Gustav Novak, Patrick Killmurray and Mayor W. C. Wilson of Perth Amboy.




GOOD FAITH
FAIR DEALING

AND INTEGRITY 4

THE CITY THAT HAS FAITH
IN I'TSELF

“We are no longer a satisfied people.

We are aroused to our full sense of opportunity.
We see before us great fields—ripe unto harvest.
Unlimited possibilities are ours—both as a city and as individuals.

We see in this movement a systematic and organized effort to bring
more and better business within our gates.”

JACOB M. KLEIN, Chairman, Program of Progress Commaittee

Issac Alpern

J. Arthur Applegate
Michael T. Berris
Philip Borak
Ernest H. Boynton
Frederick C. Beutel
Louis P. Booz, Jr.
Maurice Bruck

A. Clayton Clark
J. Logan Clevenger
Harry E. Comings
Harry Conrad

Jos. D. Copeland
Ira R. Crouse
John A. Delaney
Colby Dill

Frank Dorsey
Herman Ellis
Henry W. Fisher
William 1. Fraser
Richard J. Galvin
William V. Garretson
Max Gibian

Robert 5. Gill
Benj. Goldberger
Jacob Goldberger
Leo Goldberger
Nathan Goldberger
Jacob P. Goldsmith
Adolph Greenbaum
Arthur E. Hall
Thomas L. Hanson
Oliver R. Hatfield
F. William Hilker
Charles G. Hommann
Leo Jacobson
Peter A. Johansen
David J. Kaufmann
Hamilton F. Kean
Jacob Krielsheimer
Irvin S. Krielsheimer
Hans Krogh

Earl Lake

Jacob N. Landau
Morgan F. Larson
James J. Leahy

Albert Leon

Marcus L. Leon
Adrian Lyon
Edward J. McCormick
Alonzo B. McDowell
Ingfred T. Madsen
Nathan H. Margaretten
Joseph Massopust
Harry S. Medinets
Martin S. Meinzer
Roy H. Minton
Irvin Morris

John M. O’Toole
Daniel P. Olmstead
J. Calvin Olwine
John W, Olsen

Peter C. Olsen
William E. Olsen
Samuel Polkowitz

J. K. Powell

John J. Powers

John J. Quinn
Albert F. Reitemeyer

George F. Reynolds
Sidney Riddlestorffer
Herman Rothenberg
Sol Rubenstein

W. Parker Runyon
Martin Shapiro
George W. Sharp, Jr.
Conrad F. Schrimpe
Jacob Slobodien
Isidor Solomon
Stephen F. Somogyi
Sigmund Spitzer
August Staudt
Arthur Stern
Charles L. Steuerwald
John E. Toolan
Frank Van Syckle
Andrew J. Wight
David T. Wilentz
William C. Wilson
Ludwig Wolff

Max Wurtzel

Perth Amboy Chamber of Commerce

HEADQUARTERS 117 SMITH STREET

TELEPHONE PERTH AMBOY 2675




The Raritan Bay District
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The

Facts for
Manufacturers

aritan

Bay Diistrict

by John L. O’Toole

Vice-President in charge of Public Relations,
Public Service Corporation of New Jersey

’
b

important industrial districts of New Jersey, is at
the same time one of the most important bases
of operation for Public Service.

PERTH AMBOY, the center of one of the most

Recognizing that the manufacturing and transporta-
tion advantages of the Raritan Bay District would
invariably lead to its rapid development, Public Service
in carrying out its program for the extension of public
utility facilities selected Perth Amboy as the site for the
second of the big electric generation stations which con-
stituted the basic features of that program.

The Perth Amboy station was opened in 1911, with
sufficient capacity to permit the retirement of stations
at Elizabeth, Plainfield and Metuchen. Since that time
its capacity has been more than doubled and it has been
tied in with the great Essex and Marion plants so as to
render available to Perth Amboy, and the Company’s
Central Division, more than five times as much energy
as was provided by the original installation.

" Extension and improvement of transmission system
now in process in connection with the operation of

the Kearny plant—one of the world’s greatest genera-
tion stations—will further increase capacity. Perth
Amboy is in position to offer the industrial world an
unlimited supply of power generated in some of the
most efficient stations known to the art, insuring free-
dom from interruptions and at reasonable rates.

The growth of the “Raritan Bay District” is reflected
in statistics covering the increase in Public Service
Electric customers and increase in sales of electric cur-
rent. In ten years, meters service has increased by
11,370 or 359 per cent; in five years by 8,777 or 153 per
cent. In ten years current sold increased by 25,330,109
kilowatt hours or 255 per cent; and in five years by
15,912,033 kilowatt hours or 82 per cent.

The interests of Public Service in its Central Division
are very closely bound up with the interests of the Rari-
tan Bay District. So that, as in the case of all the
municipalities which it serves, Public Service stands
ready to cooperate in every constructive effort that will
benefit the community. For full particulars, address:
Perth Amboy Trust Co. or the Chamber of Commerce,
Perth Amboy, N. J. Telephones Nos. 100 and 2675.



Club Women of Perth Amboy

MRS. H. W. FISHER MRS. C. H. HIGGINS

MRS. LEO GOLDBERGER MISS AMY RIDDLESTORFFER

Club Life in

“Look up—and Laugh—and Love—and Lift” is the motto
of the Woman’s Club of Perth Amboy and in it is embodied
the aim and purpose of the organization. The object of the
club which has been a source of much good in the community
since its inception in 1910 is to advance in all lines of culture
and to further civic improvements. It has a limited member-
ship of two hundred and twenty-five and there is always a
long waiting list.

The club has brought some excellent talent to the city and by
making the meetings public on these occasions, has given the
public interested the ~opportunity to hear these splendid
speakers and artists.

The Girls’ Club, a social center for girls with unlimited mem-
bership, is a thriving organization. A clubhouse is the goal
they are striving to reach and most of the activities are planned
to help it glong. The members of the club have aided mate-
rially in all campaigns and activities of civic interest in the
community.

MRS. ELIZABETH OLIVER MISS JANE PACKARD

MRS. H. C. GOLENBOK MRS. S. RIDDLESTORFFER

Perth Amboy

The Business and Professional Woman'’s Club is composed of
professional and business women. Their dinner meetings and
round table discussions are most interesting and helpful,
while the programs are always of the highest interest. One
of the interesting things this club did this year was to entertain
the members of the Senior class of the Perth Amboy High
School at a party. Women of various professions spoke to the
girls on teaching, law, journalism, secretarial work, etc., and
thereby helped the members of the graduating class in choosing
their course of study.

The Council of Jewish women is primarily interested in social
welfare work and has accomplished great things along these
lines. Club life in Perth Amboy is strong, helpful and inspiring.
“Look up—and Laugh—and Love—and Lift,” the Perth Amboy
Woman’s Club motto might well be the motto of all_these
organizations formed for advancement, happiness, love and
helpfulness.
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ALBERT LEON & Son
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President

IRvING KREIELSHEIMER
Secretary

JacoB M. KLEIN

LEo GOLDBERGER
Vice-President

WitLiam M. WEIANT
Vice-President

E. J. McCorMicK
Vice-President

Vision - Faith - Enterprise

THE PERTH AMBOY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
- L. W. STATLER, Managing Director

merce hangs a small sign bearing the legend:
“VISION is the quality that enables a man to think
of his service beyond himself, extending it to the com-
munity, the state, the nation, and the world itself.”
That slogan may well be applied to the men who are
the motive force behind the Perth Amboy Chamber of
Commerce. It is an ambitious slogan. But the col-
lective mind of the Chamber of Commerce has hitched
its wagon to a star. It sees the City of Perth Amboy
not merely as an individual city; it is seeking to orient
itself, and find in what manner it may best be of serv-
ice to the city, the state, the nation, and the world.
Few cities are as advantageously located as the City
of Perth Amboy. Historians of a hundred and fifty
years ago predicted that Perth Amboy would become
the greatest harbor on the American continent, and it
was only the enterprise and industry of Manhattan

]N the office of the Perth Amboy Chamber of Com-

which caused that world port to forge ahead, until
today New York, but 30 miles away, has become the
heart of American finance and business.

Perth Amboy has taken inventory of its resources,
its location in relation to the rest of the world, and has
found them good.

A new spirit of pride in achievement, of enterprise
not merely for individual benefit, now animates the
leaders of business and industry.

With a waterfront of unlimited possibilities, railway
facilities that are unsurpassed, a growing population,
its business district the trading center of a large
suburban area, Perth Amboy faces a promising future,
whose outcome depends on the unselfish cooperation of
businessmen, city officials, civic workers, industries,
the press, and the great mass of citizens who comprise
its body and soul.



SAYREVILLE KiLns, WHERE ANCIENT ART oF Brick BURNING 15 CARRIED ON WITH ULTRA-MODERN MACHINERY

SAYREVILLE

Southern Terminus of

The Victory Bridge

NE hundred and fifty men of Sayreville served
O their country during the World War. Of these,
ten gave their lives. They are: Henry L.
Brenker, John Gorcki, George Jensen, Frank Karvatt,
Joseph Kraznowek, Frank J. Lewandoski, Peter Pero,
Frank Toozak, Frank Wieczorkowski and Daniel
Smullen.
May they always be cherished in the memory of our
citizens!

LENAPE PosT, AMERICAN LEGION MEMORIAL, SAYREVILLE

As the southern terminus of the Victory Bridge, now
famous as a State Memorial and the most important
link of the Lincoln Highway to the shore, the Borough
of Sayreville has come into prominence as one of the
promising municipalities of New Jersey.

The borough was first known as Sayreville Township,
named after James R. Sayre, Jr., who, with Peter
Fisher, in 1851, first located what was then known as
“Wood’s Landing.” There the two partners laid the
foundation of the greatest brick manufacturing plant
in the world—“Sayre & Fisher.”

In the year 1870 the first post office was opened.
Six vears later the Township of Sayreville was incor-
porated. In 1919 the residents of Sayreville, by refer-
endum vote, decided to incorporate as a borough. John
J. Quaid became the first mayor, assuming office on
January lIst, 1920. At the expiration of his two-year
term he was succeeded by Edward E. Clark, 1922-23;
who was followed by Frank Hartman, mayor from
1024 to 1925, who was succeeded by Mayor Thomas F.
Dolan, the present incumbent.

The present borough council consists of George K.
Nickel, president, John ]. Kierst, Joseph Bailey, Sr.,
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John Winkler, Noel E. Bissett, George L. Blew and
FFrank P. Kolb, clerk.

Other officers of the borough are: Joseph ]. Weber,
collector; Abraham Feihle, assessor; Michael Craven,
overseer of the poor; C. E. Gildersleeve, superintendent
of the water department; Franz Doeler, recorder;
Frederick F. Richardson, attorney, and A. T. Mc-
Michael, engineer.

The industrial possibilities of the borough are un-
limited, rail and waterfront facilities leaving ample
room for growth. The population of 9,000—spread
over an area of fourteen square miles, with property
assessed at over five million dollars—is employed in
the main industries, principally in the ceramic line,
the rich and varied clay deposits of Sayreville being
unsurpassed anywhere in the state.

- The most important of these ceramic industries are:
Sayre & Fisher Company, known all over the world as
the largest brick plant on earth; Crossman Sand &
Clay Company, one of the foremost miners of sand
and clays in the state, specializing in fire brick clay,
dry clay, kaolin and washed sand for sheet asphalt
paving, and sand used in steel and iron foundries; The
Such Sand & Clay Company, producing similar prod-
ucts; The Whitehead Brothers Sand & Clay Company;
The Quigley Fire Proofing Clay & Specialties Co.; The
Ceramics Products Co., manufacturers of mosaic tile,
and the Old Bridge Tile Works, manufacturing glazed
tile of all kinds.

The Du Pont De Nemours Company and Du Pont
Pathe, world famous for their powder and films, re-
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Tromas F. DoLAN, MAYOR OF SAYREVILLE

spectively, and the Hercules Powder Company, are lo-
cated in this borough.

Other industries include the Muscatt Manufacturing
Company, and Muschick Bros., both manufacturers of
fine embroideries.

An excellent police department and two efficient fire
companies furnish ample protection to property own-
ers and residents. A four million dollar water and sewer
system has been installed; there are four public and
two parochial schools; a Methodist, German Presby-
terian, and two Catholic churches; a prosperous build-
ing and loan society with assets over $50,000.00.

Lenape Post of the American Legion represents
World War Veterans of the borough, and takes care of
the memorial monument and the graves of the heroic
dead in the Civil and the World War.
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Woodbridge Township

“A Great City in the Making”

OODBRIDGE TOWNSHIP, the third larg-

&}&; est community in the County of Middlesex,
is in two respects unique among the munici-

palities of the State of New Jersey. It is one of the
largest townships in area and population, and the old-
est, having been purchased from the Indians in 1604 by
John Bailey, Daniel Denton and Luke Watson, and
later transferred to Governor Carteret and John Ogden,
who in 1666 sold the entire tract to “Daniel Pierce and
others” for the sum of 80 pounds sterling, or about

$400.

The section was named after the Rev. John Wood-
bridge, of Newbury, in the Colony of Massachusetts,
whence many of the first settlers came, led by Gover-
nor Carteret. Due to favorable “publicity” distributed
throughout New England by Sir George Carteret, a
number of families followed the original settlers within
a short time.

A special charter, issued by the Governor, gave the
people of the Township the privilege of selecting their
own magistrates and ministers, and choosing their own
military officers, and guaranteed freedom and toler-
ance of religious worship to all creeds and classes, a
tradition that has been maintained throughout the his-
tory of the community.

In those early days Heard’s Brook, entering into
Woodbridge Creek, which in turn flows into the Arthur
Kill, was navigable to what is now the Rahway avenue
bridge, and coastwise schooners tied up at the wharf,
predicting the great waterfront future of the Township,
which promises to transform it into a manufacturing
community second to none in the State of New Jersey,
so far as water transportation facilities for manufactur-
ing purposes are concerned.

It was in 1675 that the First Presbyterian Church
was organized, a congregation which celebrated its
250th anniversary last year.

The first meeting house was erected in 1707, near the
site of the present Methodist Church. In 1689 the first
school was established, James Fullerton being appointed
as schoolmaster.

Woodbridge was also the home of one of the first
printing presses to be established in the State of New
Jersey, the first “presse” being housed in a building still
standing near the corner of Rahway avenue and Green

street. It was operated by James Parker, who later
owned print shops in Philadelphia and New Haven,
Connecticut.

Edgar, Bloomfield, Inslee, Osborne, Hadden, Noe,
Shotwell, Kinsey, Randolph, Tappen, Cutter, Freeman,
Dunham, Brown, and Hampton, are some of the family
names identified with the early settlement. Many of the
descendants of these families still reside in Woodbridge
and other sections of Middlesex County.

Patriotic feeling in Woodbridge ran high during the
stirring days of the American Revolution. Imbued with

MEMORIAL MuNicipAL BulLbiNg

a spirit of liberty, the men of the Township rallied to
the banner of the Continental Army. News of the bat-
tles of Lexington and Bunker Hill electrified the sturdy
citizenry to action. The “Sons of Liberty” and “Jersey
Blues” were organized, and General Heard’s brigade,
composed of Woodbridge men, fought bravely in the
army .of General Washington, even though the fate of
the colonies in the war was at first decidedly doubtful.

Captain David Edgar, of Woodbridge, won distinc-
tion and special commendation for the capture of a
sloop carrying provisions to the enemy in Delaware
Bay.

We have said that Woodbridge Township is unique.
It is the only township in the state with the population
of a city, estimated in 1926 as 22,000. Its area is about
twenty-five square miles, being several times the size
of the City of Perth Amboy. And it is this large area,
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with its excellent water front, crossed by the Pennsyl-
vania railroad, both main line and Long Branch
division, the Central Railroad of New Jersey, Phila-
delphia & Reading Railroad, Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road, and the Lehigh Valley, which has induced thou-
sands of new residents and industries to settle here.

Woodbridge is located in the most densely populated
area in the world, the Metropolitan District of New
York, and its waterfront is under the jurisdiction of the
Port of New York Authority.

As the heart of the Port of New York becomes con-
gested, the constant inflow of industries which must
locate near the shipping center of the East, is turning
toward this part of New Jersey, to the deep water of

the Arthur Kill and the Raritan River, extensive parts
of which are within the limits of the Township of
Woodbridge.

With the completion of the thirty-foot channel now
being constructed by the Federal government from
Sandy Hook to the Arthur Kill, the waterfront of the
Township will be accessible to large ocean carriers from
all parts of the world, enabling it to participate in ex-
port traffic, so that Woodbridge, once a harbor for
Colonial water-borne commerce will assume its right-
ful place in the front rank of the thriving industrial
communities of the great Raritan Bay district.

Woodbridge is already famous as one of the coun-
try’s most important centers of the ceramic industry,
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among the most prominent being the Mutton Hollow
Fire Brick Company, manufacturers of all kinds of
fire brick, blocks, cupola linings, and special clay prod-
ucts, miners and shippers of refractory clays; the M. D.
Valentine & Bro. Company, fire brick manufacturers
on a large scale; the National Fire Proofing Company,
the Federal Terra Cotta Company, whose products are
shipped to all parts of the country, and who specialize
in building-facing terra cotta; the Anness Fire Brick
Company, manufacturers of hollow tile, terra cotta and
fire proofing.

The Woodbridge Ceramics Company is likewise

“THE OLp WHITE CHURCH”

housed in a model plant, which turns out a high grade
of sanitary ware. The Woodbridge Fire Brick Com-
pany, the Dur Econ Plastic Products Company, Hamp-
ton Cutter, china clays; Middlesex Concrete Products
Company, the Philadelphia Quartz Co., The Ford Art
Stone Co., the Fords plant of the Fords Porcelain
Works of Perth Amboy, The Ideal Chemical Company,
the Vulcan Detinning Company of Sewaren, the L. H.
McHose Co., miners and shippers of clay; the Tyson
Brothers Rubber Co., the A. Gusmar Chemical Cor-
poration, the General Ceramics Company of Keasbey,
are all located in the Township. The ceramic indus-

WooDBRIDGE HAS THE FINEST HicH SchooL 1N THE COUNTY
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tries are growing rapidly as the demand for fireproof
building material and sanitary products increases. [he
Avenel section is also the home of the Avenel Shirt
Manufacturing Company. Ample room is left for other
enterprising industries, which are assured of the cooper-
ation of the governing body of the Township and its
citizens.

The great Avenel plant of the Steel Equipment Cor-
poration, housed in a model factory of the most modern
type, is one of the industrial showplaces of the Town-
ship.

The far-flung Township welcomes industries, and at
the same time assures privacy and pleasant surround-
ings in its residential districts, which, aided by many
progressive building and local societies, are showing
phenomenal growth.

’

Among the many attractions to residents, Wood-
bridge Township offers fourteen schools housed in
beautiful, modern buildings and equipped with the best
educational facilities. The school enrollment, which
was 5,500 at the end of the 1926 semester, has shown
a steady annual increase of ten per cent, testifying to
a wholesome growth in population.

The Woodbridge “Free Public Library” was erected
in 1876, through the aid of a bequest made in the will
of Thomas Barron, on a portion of the Barron Home-
stead, presented for that purpose by Dr. John C. Bar-

ron. The present trustees of the library are: S. B.
Brewster, President; John H. Love, Secretary; E. C.
Ensign, Treasurer; Hampton Cutter, Vice-President,
and James E. Berry. The beautiful old library houses
several thousand volumes and a reading room.

Churches of every denomination, fraternal organi-
zations, a wonderful golf course at Colonia, three Na-
tional banks, modern stores, well-paved streets, sewer,
water and light improvements totalling many millions
of dollars have made Woodbridge Township in truth
“the Boom Town of New Jersey.”

A system of bus lines now connects its various com-
munities, including Woodbridge, Fords, Colonia,
Avenel, Hopelawn, Keasbey, Sewaren, Port Reading
and Iselin. Free buses transport pupils to and from
school. An efficient board of health, child hygiene
nurses, a police department of thirty men, and splendid
volunteer fire departments in every section of the town
assure to all residents protection from the vicissitudes
of life, in as far as it is possible to do so.

An active American Legion post has headquarters
in the beautiful Memorial Municipal Building, dedi-
cated in 1924 by the citizens of Woodbridge Township
to its heroic dead.

The officers of the Township for 1926 are: William
A. Ryan, Mayor; Jacob Grausam, Robert Sattler, Jo-
seph Gill, A. A. Olsen, Bernard Jensen and Charles
Kish, committeemen; Andrew Keyes, Township Clerk;
William A. Gardner, Township Treasurer; James Mc-
Keown, Assessor; Albert Larson, Collector; Martin
Ashley, Recorder; Henry St. C. Lavin, Township At-
torney; Fred Leidner, Building Inspector; Peter Peter-
son, Health Officer; George Merrill, Township En-
gineer; Patrick Murphy, Chief of Police; Dr. J. J. Col-
lins, Township Physician; Joseph Schiavo, Overseer-of-
the-Poor, and George Blum, Superintendent, Road De-
partment.

Thomas B. Murray, cashier of the Woodbridge Na-
tional Bank, and president of the Businessmen’s Asso-
ciation, will be glad to give information to prospective
industries or merchants.

ICEGRETI
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FACTS about the

.Citty of South Amboy

Compiled by PHILIP A. DOWNS

Councilman-at-Large

ARONGH

HE City of South Amboy, incorporated in

1907, is the third largest city in Middlesex

County, located on Raritan Bay, twenty-three
miles from New York. lIts population in 1920 was
7,808. Essentially a home-owners’ city, approximately
1,100 homes are occupied by their owners. South Am-
boy has five miles of paved streets, and practically all
streets have paved sidewalks, curbs and gutters; com-
plete sewerage system; city collection of garbage, ashes
and other refuse twice weekly; water supplied from city
owned driven wells, with present capacity of over

Crty HaLL, SoutH AMBoY

1,000,000 gallons daily; free Public Library with 4,500
volumes and circulation of 12,195 volumes in 1925.

Present city officials are: Mayor, Harold G. Hoff-
man; Councilman-at-Large, Philip A. Downs; four
councilmen: Richard D. Neiltopp, John D. Mullane,
John J. Connors, John F. McGuire; President of the
Council, Philip A. Downs; City Clerk, G. Frank Dis-
brow.

Appointive officials are: City Treasurer, George A.
Kress; City Solicitor, Francis P. Coan; City Engineer,
John A. Conlogue, Jr.; Street Commissioner, John Con-
nors, Sr.; City Collector, J. Mortimer Parker; Overseer
of Poor, John ]. Stolte; Police Justice, Reuben Forgot-
son; City Electrician, William Freeman; City Physi-

cian, Edward A. Meacham, M. D.; Harbor Master,
Edward Van Buren; City Constable, William O’Brien;
Matron of Almshouse, Mrs. Agnes Farrell.

Board of Public Works (appointive): C. Leon Coz-
zens, Thomas A. Vail, Harold N. Filskov, George W.
Crane, Chairman; Samuel R. Newton; Secretary, G.
Frank Disbrow.

Board of Education (appointive): President, Rich-
ard U. Rue; Vice-President, Donald W. Reed; Mrs.
Harriet G. Chase, Oliver W. Welsh, John F. Weber,
M. D.; Secretary, William M. Emmons; Medical In-
spector, Seldon T. Kinney, M. D.; Superintendent of
Schools, Oscar O. Barr; Custodian of School Moneys,
George W. Kress; Board of School Estimate consists
of seven members.

Board of Health: President, James A. Harkins; Sec-
retary, John S. Tomazewski; John F. Weber, M. D,
John C. Thom, William H. Parisen; Health Inspector,
Nicholas J. Howley; Plumbing Inspector, Arthur A.
Hulse; Register of Vital Statistics, William J. Nagle.

Library Board (appointive): President, George W.
Crane; Treasurer, Richard C. Stephenson; Secretary,
Oscar O. Barr; Librarian, Miss Sadie Dowdell; Mem-
bers, Mrs. S. T. Bastedo, Mrs. Fred Holman, Harold
G. Hoffman.

Shade Tree Commission: Chairman, ]J. Alfred John-
son; Treasurer, Mrs. Samuel Newton; Secretary, Mrs.
Rose N. Duvier.

Assessors: Edward Dewan, Thomas Vail, James H.
Dawson.

Vital Statistics, 1925:
Deaths, 84.

An ample and efficient corps is maintained, with pa-
trol signal report boxes in various sections of the city.
The Chief of Police, Thomas F. Gleason, assisted by
Sergeants Patrick A. Ryan and David F. Quinlan, Pa-
trolmen John F. Stanton, J. Vincent O’Connor, Anton
Malizewski, Edward ]. O’Leary, John J. Quain, Louis
B. Bloodgood, Patrick Coughlan. Jailers, Edward P.
Sprague, Samuel J. Crozier.

Marriages, 87; Births, 196;
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A volunteer fire department, completely equipped,
responds to calls on a steam operated siren installed by
the Gamewell Fire Alarm Company. The Chief is
Charles K. Freeman; First Assistant Chief, Michael
Leonard; Second Assistant Chief, James J. Lyons. In-
dependent Engine and Hose Company—Personnel of
40 men, equipped with Seldon combination 500-gal-
lon pump, chemical and hose apparatus. Enterprise
Hook and Ladder Company—Personnel of 40 men,
equipped with Mack hook and ladder and chemical ap-
paratus.

Protection Engine Company—Personnel of 40 men,
equipped with Mack combination 500-gallon pump,
chemical and hose apparatus. Mechanicsville Hose
Company—Personnel of 20 men, equipped with Stough-
ton combination 500-gallon pump, booster pump and
hose apparatus. Progressive Fire Company—Personnel
of 20 men, equipped with Stoughton combination 500-
gallon pump, booster pump and hose apparatus.

Our schools include: South Amboy High School,
0. O. Barr, principal, 233 pupils; Public School No. 1,
J. H. Dawson, principal; Public School No. 2, Helen
Brown, principal, 609 pupils; St. Mary’s High School;
St. Mary’s Grammar School, Sacred Heart Grammar
School, with a total of 612 pupils.

There is also a night Vocational School, under
auspices of State of New Jersey. Principal, O. O. Barr;
Teachers, Mrs. Louisa Barr and Mrs. Nellie Lucitt.

Churches are: St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church,
Chevet Achim Congregation, Sacred Heart Roman
Catholic Church, First Methodist Episcopal Church,
Presbyterian Church, Christ Episcopal Church, First
Baptist Church, Methodist Protestant Church.

A City Hospital was erected two years ago by public
subscription at a cost of $66,000.00. It has fifty beds,

eight physicians on the staff and six nurses in attend-
ance.

Financial Institutions are: First National Bank,
The South Amboy Trust Company, The Star Building
& Loan Association, The Investors & Owners Building
& Loan Association.

The Jersey Central Power & Light Cp. supplies the
city with electric power; The Public Service Electric
& Gas Company supplies the city with illuminating
gas; The American Railway Express Company office
at South Amboy handled 10,287 shipments during 1925.
The New York Telephone Company, with fourteen ex-
change employees, has 842 local subscribers and handles
6,800 calls daily.

The business of the South Amboy postoffice totalled
$13,794.43 in 1925; all streets of the city are covered
with two mail deliveries daily. Receptacles for forward-
ing mail are located at convenient points. The office
has eight employees.

South Amboy is served by the New York & Long
Branch R. R. Company, which handled 23,151 tons of
freight inward and 3,819 tons outbound at South Am-
boy in 1925. There are 19 trains daily in each direc-
tion stopping in this city and in 1925, 2,118 commuta-
tion tickets sold and a total of 63,976 excursion tickets.
The Raritan River Railroad Company carried 187,763
passengers and 811,915 tons of freight.. The city is
served also by the Camden and Amboy division of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, with eight trains
daily. The Pennsylvania Railroad Co. maintains a
large shipping and forwarding center in this city, lo-
cated at Raritan Bay. In 1925 that company handled
82,000 tons of ordinary freight and 3,029,625 tons of
coal. The P. R. R,, through it<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>