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AMENDMENT ADOPTED IN 2017 
TO THE 1947 CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE VIII, SECTION II, PARAGRAPH 9 

2515 

Amend Article Vl!L Section II by adding paragraph 9 to read as fol­
lows: 

9. There shall be credited annually to a special account in the General 
Fund an amount equivalent to the revenue annually derived from all settle­
ments and judicial and administrative awards relating to natural resource 
damages collected by the State in connection with claims based on envi­
ronmental contamination. 

The amount annually credited pursuant to this paragraph shall be dedi­
cated, and shall be appropriated from time to time by the Legislature, for 
paying for costs incurred by the State to repair, restore, or replace damaged 
or lost natural resources of the State, or permanently protect the natural re­
sources of the State, or for paying the legal or other costs incurred by the 
State to pursue settlements and judicial and administrative awards relating 
to natural resource damages. The first priority for the use of any moneys 
by the State to repair, restore, or replace damaged or lost natural resources 
of the State, or permanently protect the natural resources of the State, pur­
suant to this paragraph shall be in the immediate area in which the damage 
to the natural resources occurred in connection with the claim for which the 
moneys were recovered. If no reasonable project is available to satisfy the 
first priority for the use of the moneys, or there are moneys available after 
satisfying the first priority for their use, the second priority for the use of 
any moneys by the State to repair, restore, or replace damaged or lost natu­
ral resources of the State, or permanently protect the natural resources of 
the State, pursuant to this paragraph shall be in the same water region in 
which the damage to the natural resources occurred in connection with the 
claim for which the moneys were recovered. If no reasonable project is 
available to satisfy the first or second priority for the use of the moneys, or 
there are moneys available after satisfying the first or second priority for 
their use, the moneys may be used by the State to repair, restore, or replace 
damaged or lost natural resources of the State, or permanently protect the 
natural resources of the State, pursuant to this paragraph without geograph­
ic constraints. Up to 10 percent of the moneys appropriated pursuant to this 
paragraph may be expended for administrative costs of the State or its de-
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partments, agencies, or authorities for the purposes authorized in this para­
graph. 

Adopted November 7, 2017. 
Effective December 7, 2017. 


