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Governor Phil Murphy

Joint Statement by Governor Murphy,
Lieutenant Governor Oliver, Former Chief
Justice Deborah Poritz, and President of the
New Jersey Chapter of the National
Organization of Black Law Enforcement
Executives (NOBLE) Jiles Ship on the Urgent
Need for Action to Eliminate Mandatory
Minimum Sentences for Non-Violent Drug and
Property Offenses

02/11/2021

“Three years ago today, we gathered at Messiah Baptist Church in East Orange to constitute the Criminal Sentencing
and Disposition Commission after nearly a decade of dormancy. The Commission brought together advocates, law
enforcement officials, former members of the judiciary, and legislators to undertake a thorough review of New
Jersey'’s sentencing laws and recommend systemic reforms to address the racial disparities and inherent inequities
woven into the statutory fabric of our criminal justice system.

In November 2019, the Commission released its first report, which offered unanimous recommendations that would
constitute a significant step toward addressing the lack of proportionality in New Jersey’s sentencing laws. While
several of these proposals were signed into law last year, the most impactful reform recommended by the
Commission, the elimination of mandatory minimums for non-violent drug and property offenses, remains

stalled. This is particularly disturbing because New Jersey has the dubious distinction of having the nation’s largest
disparity in incarceration rates among black and white individuals -- at a jarring 12 to 1 ratio.

The elimination of those specific mandatory minimums was agreed to unanimously by the Commission. Nothing
should stand in the way of moving forward with these urgently needed reforms. We look forward to continuing our
partnership with the Legislature to reduce racial disparities in New Jersey’s criminal justice system.”

Governor Phil Murphy Statewide

e . NJ Home
Home (/governor/) Key Initiatives Social
£ &Job Facebook (//www.nj.gov)
. i conomy & Jobs acebool
Administration (/ /initiatives/#E rihitps:// facebook / Serviceshél\tozh /)
: governor/initiatives/#Econorthftps://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy.
Governor Phil Murphy (//lwww.nj.gov/nj/govinjgov/alphaserv.html)

. Education Twitter
(/governor/admin/about/) Departments/Agencies

(/governor/initiatives/#Educat(biips://twitter.com/GovMurphy)
(/lIwww.nj.gov/nj/govideptserv/)

. Environment Instagram

(/governor/admin/It/) FAQs

(/governor/initiatives/#Enviror(irtéps)//www.instagram.com/govmurphy/)
(/lIwww.nj.gov/faqs/)

Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver

First Lady Tammy Snyder

Muroh Health Snapchat
i (/ / /#Health(h // h / (g:do/"thalct leh )
. governor/initiatives ealth)https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
(/governor/admin/fl/) (/www.nj.gov/njlfeedback.html)

Cabinet Law & Justice YouTube
abine ( a b Privacy N?fgicﬁ
. . /governor/initiatives/#Justicehttps://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
(/governor/admin/cabinet/) (lwww.nj.govinj/privacy.htmi)

Transportation

Office of Health Care o Contact Us Legal Statement &
Affordability and (/governor/|n|t|at|ves/#Transpggtﬁél&m?ng Requests Disclaimers

Transparency News & Events (/governor/contact/schedulind/jwww.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)
(/governor/admin/affordablehgplthearg/indiex.shtml) Contact Us Accessibility Statement

Boards, Commissions & (/governor/news/news/56202Q/pmmadéoeteasidattive. shtifiiivww.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html)

Authorities Photos

(/governor/admin/bca/) (https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Internship Opportunities Public Addresses

(/governor/admin/internship.s(w/\‘é'Boemor/news/addresses)

Governor’s Residence - Executive Orders

Drumthwacket (/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)

(http://drumthwacket.org/) Administrative Orders

(/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml) ga‘zt)


https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562022/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html

Direct Appointments

(/governor/news/appointments)

Advice and Consent

Appointments

(/governor/news/acappointments)

Statements on

Legislation
(/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)
Administration Reports
(/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)
Transition Reports
(/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)
Press Kits

(/governor/news/press)

(//nj.gov/opra/)

(https://my.state.nj.us/openam/Ul/Login)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2023

(https://tech.nj.gov/)

Office of Governor PO Box 001
Trenton, NJ 08625
609-292-6000


https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/

