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INTERNATIONAL ARRIVAL BUILDING

The International Arrival Building is the domi-
nant structure in Terminal City at New York Inter-
national Airport. It handles all international air
travelers entering the United States through the
New York-New Jersey Port and thus is the coun-
try’s air age front door.

It is three stories high and 640 feet deep. With
the two forcign-flag airline Terminal Buildings,
which are constructed as wings on either side of
the main terminal, it has an overall length of 2,300
feet, or eleven city blocks.

The Arrival Building itself has 362,000 square
feet of floor space, housing all customs, health and
immigration inspection services, as well as the
unique Golden Door Restaurant and cocktail
lounge, coffee shop, barber shop, book store, florist
shop, jewelry shop and waiting rooms. The for-

eign-flag airline Terminal Buildings which flank
the Arrival Building on either side, have a total of
230,000 square feet of floor space. They house
ticket counters, lobbies and offices for 14 foreign-
flag airlines as well as a consolidated service for
handling passengers on other lines or on itinerant
aircraft. Four double-decked arcades provide a
total of 1,000 feet of enclosed passage to 24
aircraft positions. A 4,000-foot-long observation
deck extends the full length of the buildings and
arcades at the third-floor level.

The International Arrival and Wing Buildings
were designed to eliminate congestion and to
achieve the maximum in passenger comfort and
convenience by separating the various types of
traffic. Incoming passengers deplane, clear through
health and immigration, claim their baggage, clear

through customs, and reach ground transportation,
all on the first floor of the International Arrival
Building. Outgoing passengers go to the Wing
Building office of the airline on which they are to
depart where they are ticketed and check their bag-
gage. When their flight is called, they proceed
directly to their plane by way of second floor ar-
cades or passages.

Typical of the attention given to passenger con-
venience are the new streamlined customs facilities
which are capable of speeding incoming passengers
through customs in half the time required with the
old procedures. Instead of having to crowd around
a customs check-out counter, the passenger claims
his own baggage from a rack and takes it to any
one of the supermarket-type check-out counters in
each of the two customs halls in the building. Once
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past this counter, the passenger is clear of customs.
(If duties are to be paid they are collected there.)

Meanwhile, friends or relatives who are meeting
the traveler have been waiting in the comfortable
second floor visitor’s lounge and watching through
a glass wall overlooking the length of the customs
inspection area.

The concrete, glazed brick and masonry struc-
ture was constructed at a cost of $30,000,000.
Functional and physical plans for maximum ef-
ficiency and passenger convenience were prepared
under the direction of the Chief of the Port
Authority Aviation Planning Division, architect
Thomas M. Sullivan. Design plans were executed
by the architectural firm of Skidmore, Owings and
Merrill, architects for the Air Force Academy,
Lever House, and other famous structures.
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