DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

CHAPTER 25
DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE RULES

Authority
N.J.S.A. 13:1B-30 et seq., 13:1D-9, 23:1-1 et seq. and 50:1-1 et seq.

Source and Effective Date

R.2001 d.73, effective January 30, 2001.
See: 32 N.J.R. 4435(a), 33 N.J.R. 874(a).

Executive Order No. 66(1978) Expiration Date

Chapter 25, Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife Rules, expires on
January 30, 2006.
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Field trial activities

Rental of clubhouses
Revocation

Securing permits

Wildlife Management Areas
Higbee Beach

Dog training

Waterfowl blinds

Special Events Permits
Boat Ramp Maintenance Permit
Fishing tournaments
Severability

Restrictions on use

SUBCHAPTER 3. USE OF MECHANICAL
NOISEMAKING DEVICES

7:25-3.1

Procedure for securing permit

7:25-3.2 Devices
. . 7:25-3.3 Standards on distance
Chapter Historical Note 7:25-3.4 Hours of operation
Chapter 25, Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife Rules, was adopted 7:25-3.5 Revocation
and became effective prior to September 1, 1969.
Subchapter 2, Use of All Land and Water Areas Under the Control SUBCHAPTER 4. ENDANGERED, NONGAME AND
of the Division of Fish, Game and Wildlife, was adopted as R.1975 EXOTIC WILDLIFE
d.292, effective October 1, 1975. See: 7 N.J.R. 411(a), 7 N.J.R. 499(c). 7:95-4.1 Definitions
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 25, Division of 7:25-42  Permit required . .. .
Fish, Game and Wildlife Rules, was readopted as R.1991 d.132, effec- 72543 Exlg’éls(;:szfgfs and nongame species requiring a permit for
tive February 15, 1991. See: 23 N.J.R. 37(a), 23 N.J.R. 848(Db). 72544  Exempted species
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 25, Division of 7:25-4.5  Additional species
Fish, Game and Wildlife Rules, was readopted as R.1996 d.119, effec- 7:25-4.6  Categories of permits, expiration, fees, sales receipts re-
tive February 2, 1996. See: 27 N.J.R. 4514(a), 28 N.J.R. 1378(b). quired, records and reports required
. . 7:25-4.7  General possession criteria
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 66(1978), Chapter 25, Division of 7:25-4.8  Potentially dangerous species
Fish and Wildlife Rules, was readopted as R.2001 d.73, effective 7:25-4.9  Criteria for the possession of potentially dangerous species
January 30, 2001. See: Source and Effective Date. See, also, section 7:25-4.10 Endangered species prohibited
annotations. 7:25-4.11 Miscellaneous provisions
Petition for Rulemaking: Division of Fish and Wildlife Rules. See: 7:25-4.12 Notice of a denial of permit, procedure, review, time limita-
36 N.J.R. 221(a). tions, hearing ,
7:25-4.13  List of endangered species
7:25-4.14 Requirements for possession of endangered wildlife species
CHAPTER TABLE OF CONTENTS 7:25-4.15 Protection of animal and welfare of public
7:25-4.16  Violations
SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 7:25-4.17 Defining status of indigenous Wi}dlife species of Ne\y Jersey
7:25-4.18 Endangered and Nongame Species Advisory Committee
7:25-1.1  Scope . 7:25-4.19 Criteria for possession of wild-caught bird species for
7:25-12  Construction breeding, zoological, scientific or educational purposes
7:25-1.3  Practice where rules do not govern 7:25-4.20 Birds which must be banded; criteria for identifying and
7:25-1.4  Definitions marking birds; permitted alterations of appearance; mis-
7:25-1.5 License, permit and stamp fees cellaneous -
7:25-1.6 (Reserved)
7:25-1.7  Penalties SUBCHAPTER 5. 2004-2005 GAME CODE
SUBCHAPTER 2. USE OF ALL LAND AND WATER 7:25-5.1  General provisions _ ,
AREAS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE 7:25-5.2 Pheasant—(;hlnese ringneck (Phasmnqs colchicus torqua-
DIVISION tus), English or blackneck P.c. colchlcus), Mongolian (P.
mongolicus), Japanese green (Phasianus versicolor); in-
7:25-2.1  Cutting or damaging vegetation cluding mutants and crosses of above
7:25-2.2  All motor vehicles and other forms of conveyances 7:25-5.3  Cottontail rabbit (Sylvilagus floridanus), black-tailed jack
7:25-2.3  Vehicle traffic controls in Wildlife Management Areas rabbit (Lepus californicus), white-tailed jack rabbit (Le-
7:25-2.4  Alcoholic beverages pus townsendii), European hare (Lepus europeus), chu-
7:25-2.5  Restricted areas and hours kar partridge (Alectoris graeca), and quail (Colinus virgi-
7:25-2.6  Division Fish Hatcheries nianus)
7:25-2.7  Outboard motors 7:25-54  Ruffed grouse (Bonasa umbellus)
7:25-2.8  Horseback riding 7:25-5.5  Eastern gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis)
7:25-2.9  Swimming 7:25-5.6  Black bear (Ursus americanus), bobcat (Felis rufus)
7:25-2.10 Camping, picnicking and vending 7:25-5.7  Wild turkey (Meleagris gallapavo)
7:25-2.11 Fires 7:25-5.8  Mink (Mustela vison), muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) and
7:25-2.12 Target practice nutria (Myocaster coypus) trapping only
7:25-2.13 Daily use permit N 3. STATE UBRARY 7:25-5.9  Beaver (Castor canadensis) trapping
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River otter (Lutra canandensis) trapping

Raccoon (Procyon lotor), red fox (Vulpes vulpes), gray fox
(Urocyon cinereoargenteus), Virginia opossum (Didel-
phis virginiana), striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis), long-
tailed weasel (Mustela frenata), short-tailed weasel
(Mustela erminea), and coyote (Canis latrans) trapping
only

General trapping

Migratory birds

Special regulation limiting use of shotguns and shotgun
shells containing lead pellets

Crow (Corvus spp.)

General falconry rules

Raccoon (Procyon lotor) and Virginia opossum (Didelphis
virginiana) hunting

Woodchuck (Marmota monax) hunting

Red fox (Vulpes vulpes), gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargen-
teus) and coyote (Canis Latrans) hunting

Dogs

Squirrel (Sciurus spp.), raccoon (Procyon lotor), opossum
(Didelphis virginianus), skunk (Mephitis mephitis), weas-
el (Mustela spp.), woodchuck (Marmota monax), coyote
(Canis latrans), gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) and
red fox (Vulpes vulpes) damage

Wild animals; possession, killing

Firearms and missiles, etc.

Bow and arrow, general provisions

White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) fall bow season

White-tailed deer winter bow season

White-tailed deer six-day firearm season

White-tailed deer muzzleloader rifle permit season

White-tailed deer shotgun permit season

White-tailed deer bow permit season

White-tailed deer permit shotgun season and permit muz-
zleloader season, Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge
(Zone 38)

Special Wildlife Management Permits

Pheasants and quail stamp designated areas

Controlled hunting—hunting restrictions on wildlife man-
agement areas

Special wildlife salvage permit

‘White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) special biologi-
cal permit

Special permit to inhibit wildlife reproduction

Fish and Game Law Enforcement Region Headquarters

Severability

SUBCHAPTER 6. 2004-2005 FISH CODE

7:25-6.1
7:25-6.2
7:25-6.3
7:25-6.4
7:25-6.5

7:25-6.6
7:25-6.7
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7:25-6.9
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General provisions

Definitions

Trout season and angling in trout stocked waters

Special regulation trout fishing areas—fly-fishing waters
Special regulation trout fishing areas—Seasonal Trout Con-

7:25-6.23

7:25-6.24
7:25-6.25
7:25-6.26

Special permit to organizations providing care for disabled

persons
Permits issued to educational or scientific organizations d
Revocation of permits; penalties

Requests for adjudicatory hearings

SUBCHAPTER 7. MISCELLANEOUS SHELLFISH
RULES

7:25-17.1 through 7:25-7.9 (Reserved)

7:25-7.10
7:25-7.11

Taking of oysters
Mussels

7:25-7.12 through 7:25-7.13 (Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER 8. CLAM LICENSES

7:25-8.1
7:25-8.2
7:25-8.3
7:25-8.4
7:25-8.5
7:25-8.6

Scope and authority
Purpose
Construction
Applicability
Licenses

License fees

SUBCHAPTER 9. HARD CLAM SIZE LIMITS

7:25-9.1
7:25-9.2
7:25-9.3
7:25-9.4
7:25-9.5
7:25-9.6

Scope

Purpose
Construction
Definitions

Taking of hard clams
Penalties

SUBCHAPTER 10. POSSESSION, PROPAGATION,
LIBERATION, SALE AND IMPORTATION OF
GAME ANIMALS AND GAME BIRDS

7:25-10.1
7:25-10.2
7:25-10.3
7:25-10.4
7:25-10.5
7:25-10.6

7:25-10.7

7:25-10.8
7:25-10.9
7:25-10.10
7:25-10.11
7:25-10.12
7:25-10.13

Scope .
Construction |
Purpose \)
Definitions
Permit required
Game animals and game birds for which a permit is
required for possession
Categories of permits, expiration, fees, sales receipt re-
quired, records and reports required
General possession criteria
Emergency possession
Potentially dangerous species
Criteria for the possession of potentially dangerous species
Denial, suspension, revocation, and hearings
Miscellaneous provisions

SUBCHAPTER 11. (RESERVED)
SUBCHAPTER 12. SURF CLAMS

servation Areas 7:25-12.1
Special regulation trout fishing areas—Wild Trout Streams 7:25-12.2
Special regulation trout fishing areas—Year-Round Trout 7:25-12.3

Conservation Areas 7:25-12.4
Special regulation trout fishing areas—Trophy Trout Lakes 7:25-12.5
Special regulation trout fishing areas—Holdover Trout 7:25-12.6

Lakes 7:25-12.7
Baitfish 7:25-12.8
Nets 7:25-12.9
Snagging prohibited
Warmwater fish 7:25-12.10
Ice fishing 7:25-12.11
Bow and arrow fishing 7:25-12.12
Closed waters 7:25-12.13
Emergency closure notice 7:25-12.14
Wanton waste of fish prohibited 7:25-12.15
Greenwood Lake 7:25-12.16
Delaware River between New Jersey and Pennsylvania 7:25-12.17
Fresh tidal tributaries of the Delaware River and Bay 7:25-12.18
Snapping turtles, bull frogs and green frogs 7:25-12.19
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Scope and authority

Purpose

Construction

Severability

Definitions

Applicability

General control methods

Season

Prohibited surf clam harvest areas; reopening of closed
surf clam harvest areas

Harvest limitations; surf clam harvest quota
Bait clams

Landing fees, tags, transfers of tags

Weekly reporting

Issuance of surf clam licenses
Issuance of bait clam vessel licenses

Licensing fees
Renewal of surf clam licenses and bait clam vessel licenses ‘\)
Signatories; certification
Penalties 7 ; =* Covan
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7:25-12.20

Hearings

SUBCHAPTER 13. LEASED TIDAIL GROUNDS

7:25-13.1

Marking of leased tidal grounds; Delaware River and Bay

SUBCHAPTER 14. CRAB AND LOBSTER
MANAGEMENT

7:25-14.1
7:25-14.2
7:25-14.3
7:25-14.4

7:25-14.5

7:25-14.6

7:25-14.7

7:25-14.8

7:25-14.9

7:25-14.10
7:25-14.11
7:25-14.12
7:25-14.13
7:25-14.14
7:25-14.15
7:25-14.16
7:25-14.17
7:25-14.18
7:25-14.19
7:25-14.20
7:25-14.21

Definitions

Use of crab pots and trot lines

Hours of fishing

Commercial licenses for crab pots/trot lines and crab
dredges

Noncommercial licenses for crab pots/trot lines and crab
dredges

Placement and marking of pots and trot lines

Use of crab dredges

Landing crabs

Female crabs with eggs attached

Size of crabs taken

Harvesting crabs

Filing of reports

Size of lobsters taken

Lobster possession limits

Prohibitions

Eligibility for lobster pot permit and pot allocation

Lobster pot tag program

Exceptions for research

Administrative notice

Penalties

Request for adjudicatory hearing

SUBCHAPTER 15. CLAM RELAY PROGRAM

7:25-15.1

Relay of hard clams

SUBCHAPTER 16. DEFINING FISHING LINES

7:25-16.1

Defining lines upstream of which license is required to fish
with handline, rod and line or long bow and arrow

SUBCHAPTER 17. DISPOSAL AND POSSESSION OF
DEAD DEER

7:25-17.1
7:25-17.2
7:25-17.3
7:25-174
7:25-17.5
7:25-17.6
7:25-17.7

Scope

Purpose

Construction

Authorized persons and disposal or possession
Dead deer on private property

Possession of dead deer

Information required

SUBCHAPTER 18. MARINE FISHERIES

7:25-18.1
7:25-18.2
7:25-18.3
7:25-18.4
7:25-18.5
7:25-18.6

7:25-18.7

7:25-18.8

7:25-18.9
7:25-18.10
7:25-18.11

7:25-18.12
7:25-18.13

Size, season and possession limits

Pound nets

Net identification tags

Spearfishing

General net regulations

Delaware Bay commercial and non-commercial gill net
permit

Eligibility for Delaware Bay commercial and non-commer-
cial gill net permits during the 60—days following June 3,
1991

Eligibility for Delaware Bay commercial and non-commer-
cial gill net permits after the 60—-day period following
June 3, 1991

Application for Delaware Bay commercial and non-com-
mercial gill net permits

Issuance of Delaware Bay commercial and non-commer-
cial gill net permits after August 2, 1991

Transfer of Delaware Bay commercial and non-commer-
cial gill net permits

Commercial fishing seasons, quotas and trip limits

Striped bass bonus program
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Otter and beam trawls

Atlantic sturgeon management
Horseshoe crab (Limulus polyphemus)
Request for adjudicatory hearing

7:25-18.14
7:25-18.15
7:25-18.16
7:25-18.17

SUBCHAPTER 18A. FISHERIES CLOSURES AND
ADVISORIES FOR STRIPED BASS, AMERICAN
EEL, BLUEFISH, WHITE PERCH AND WHITE
CATFISH TAKEN FROM THE NORTHEAST
REGION OF THE STATE

7:25-18A.1 Authority

7:25-18A.2 Scope and construction

7:25-18A.3 Definitions

7:25-18A.4 Closure of fisheries

7:25-18A.5 Public advisories concerning fisheries
7:25-18A.6 Public notice of fisheries closures and advisories
7:25-18A.7 Violations

SUBCHAPTER 19. ATLANTIC COAST HARVEST
SEASON

7:25-19.1
7:25-19.2
7:25-19.3
7:25-19.4
7:25-19.5

Scope

Purpose

Construction

Definitions

Method and season of harvest

SUBCHAPTER 20. (RESERVED)
SUBCHAPTER 21. TERRAPIN REGULATIONS

7:25-21.1 Designation of terrapin season
7:25-21.2 Taking of terrapin
7:25-21.3  Size requirement

SUBCHAPTER 22. FISHERY MANAGEMENT IN NEW
JERSEY

7:25-22.1 Menhaden season

7:25-22.2  Purse seine fishing of Atlantic menhaden
7:25-22.3 Taking of Atlantic menhaden for bait
7:25-22.4 Vessel boarding

SUBCHAPTER 23. PERMIT TO KILL WILD DEER

7:25-23.1
7:25-23.2
7:25-23.3
7:25-23.4
7:25-23.5
7:25-23.6
7:25-23.7
7:25-23.8

Scope

Purpose

Construction

Definitions

Permit required; authorized permittee; agents
Permit conditions

Liability

Penalties

SUBCHAPTER 24. LEASING OF ATLANTIC COAST
BOTTOM FOR AQUACULTURE

7:25-24.1
7:25-24.2
7:25-24.3
7:25-24.4
7:25-24.5
7:25-24.6
7:25-24.7
7:25-24.8
7:25-24.9
7:25-24.10
7:25-24.11
7:25-24.12
7:25-24.13
7:25-24.14
7:25-24.15
7:25-24.16
7:25-24.17

Scope and authority

Construction

Severability

Definitions

Lease applications for new ground
Consideration of lease applications for new ground
Hydrographic survey charges; annual lease fees
Lease renewal

Lease transfers

Staking of leases

Improper staking of leases

Protection of leased lands from invasion
Disposition of condemned lease areas
Disposition of terminated lease areas
Research/educational activities

Signatories; certification

Penalties

Supp. 10-4-04
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SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

7:25-1.1 Scope

Unless otherwise provided, the following shall constitute
supplements to the statutes governing fish and game laws.

Case Notes

In constitutional challenge by unincorporated organization whose
members advocated and practiced a “clothing-optional lifestyle” to
local ordinance barring nude sunbathing on township beaches, ordi-
nance held constitutional and generally enforceable in township; ordi-
pance unenforceable on beach located on State-owned lands inside
township boundaries. Tri-State Metro Naturists v. Lower Twp., 219
N.J.Super. 103, 529 A.2d 1047 (Law Div.1987).

7:25-1.2 Construction

These rules shall be liberally construed to permit the
department, the Division of Fish and Wildlife and its various
agencies to discharge its statutory functions.

Amended by R.2001 d.73, effective March 5, 2001.
See: 32 N.J.R. 4435(a), 33 N.J.R. 874(a).

7:25-1.3 Practice where rules do not govern

The Fish and Game Council may rescind, amend or
expand these rules from time to time, and such new rules
shall be filed with the Secretary of State as provided by law.

7:25-1.4 Definitions

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter,
shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise.

“Closed season” means the time during the year when
fish, game, birds, or animals, as the case may be, may not be
captured, taken, killed or had in possession.

“Code” means the New Jersey Administrative Code.

“Compendium” means the regularly published summary
of applicable rules, regulations and statutes.

“Conservation officer” means a law enforcement officer
of the division.

“Council” means the Fish and Game Council in the
Division.

“Division” means the Division of Fish and Wildlife in the
Department of Environmental Protection.

“Open season” means the time during the year when fish,
game, birds or animals, as the case may be, may be cap-
tured, taken, killed or had in possession.

Amended by R.2001 d.73, effective March 5, 2001.
See: 32 N.J.R. 4435(a), 33 N.J.R. 874(a).

Supp. 10-4-04
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7:25-1.5 License, permit and stamp fees

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 23:3-1a, the fees for hunting and
fishing licenses, permits and stamps issued by the Division
are as follows. The listed fees include, where applicable, a
nonrefundable $2.00 application fee as set by the Legislature
in N.J.S.A. 23:3-1c and an issuance fee of $.50 as set by the
Legislature in N.J.S.A. 23:3-1.1, 23:3-4 and 23:3-4.1.

Resident Fishing $ 16.50
Jr/Sr Fishing 7.75
Family Fishing 27.50
Family Supplement 2.25
Non-Resident Fishing 25.25
Non-Resident 7-Day Fishing 16.50

Resident Trout Stamp 7.75

Non-Resident Trout Stamp 15.50
Resident Hunting 22.00
Jr/Sr Hunting 10.75
Juvenile Hunting 3.00
Non-Resident 2-Day Hunting 27.50
1 Day Hunting 7.75
Resident Bow and Arrow 26.25
Jt/Sr Bow and Arrow 12.00
Juvenile Bow and Arrow 3.00
All Around Sportsman 60.50
Pheasant/Quail Stamp 22.00
Woodcock Stamp 2.75
Rifle Permit 14.00
Deer Permit 21.75
Turkey Permit 16.25
Semi-Wild 57.00
Commercial Hunt 222.00
Propagation 7.50
Fish Preserve 167.00

R.1973 d.13, effective January 8, 1973.

See: 5 N.JR. 38(c).

Amended by R.1989 d.26, effective January 3, 1989.
See: 20 N.J.R. 2666(a), 20 N.J.R. 55(a).

Deleted (a)5 and 6 and renumbered 7.-11. as 5.-9.
Amended by R.1989 d.502, effective September 18, 1989.
See: 21 N.J.R. 1482(b), 21 N.J.R. 2963(a).

Lease and surveying fees deleted.

Repealed by R.1991 d.132, effective March 18, 1991.
See: 23 N.J.R. 37(a), 23 N.J.R. 848(b).

Section 1.5—Fee schedule—deleted.

New Rule, R.1993 d.360, effective July 19, 1993.
See: 25 N.J.R. 1928(a), 25 N.J.R. 3154(a).
Amended by R.2001 d.73, effective March 5, 2001.
See: 32 N.J.R. 4435(a), 33 N.J.R. 874(a).

Petition for Rulemaking.

See: 35 N.J.R. 5308(b).

Petition for Rulemaking.

See: 36 N.J.R. 222(a), 4329(a).

7:25-1.6 (Reserved)

7:25-1.7 Penalties

(a) Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 50:2-1 no person shall take or
catch any clams without either a recreational or commercial
license. Any person violating this provision shall be liable
to a penalty of $20.00 for the first offense and $40.00 for
each subsequent offense.

Next Page is 25-4.1
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7:25-1.7

(b) Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 50:2-2, no person shall take or
catch more than 150 clams a day with only a recreational
license or no license. Any person violating this provision

shall be liable to a penalty of $100.00 for the first offense
and $200.00 for each subsequent offense.

Next Page is 25-5 25-4.1 Supp. 10-4-04
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