You Are Viewing an Archived Copy rrom the New Jersey otate Library

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

PrILLIP ALAMPI, Secretary

Forty-second Annual Report

OF THE

New Jersey
State Department of Agriculture

July 1, 1956 — June 30, 1957
NEW JERSEY STATE L IBRARY

Trenton, N. J., June 30, 1957



You Are Viewing an Archived Copy rrom the New Jersey otate Library

NEW JERSEY
STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE

CHARLES E. Maier, Pine Brook, President
Lroyp W. YEAGLE, Elmer, Vice-President
Ernest C. BELL, Bellmawr

Georce H. Comss, Hamilton Square
MicHAEL J. KLEIN, Clifton

InsLey H. Roy, Andover

Perer P. Van Nuys, Belle Mead

HerBerT O. WEGNER, Newfield

PHILLIP ALAMPY, Secretary of Agriculture

WiLLiam C. LYNN, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture

Dr. R. A. HENDERSHOTT, Director, Division of Animal Industry
FrREDp W. JacKSON, Director, Division of Information

Warren W. OLEY, Director, Division of Markets.

FraNk A. Soraci, Director, Division of Plant Industry

FLoyp R. HorrMaN, Director, Office of Milk Industry

Messrs. Maier and Yeagle will retire from the Board on June 30, 1957. The new
members will be Alfred H. Lowe, Sr., of Cranbury and Aubrey S. Walton, Jr.,

of Moorestown.

N I HEALTH -/ oo- SRt LIDRARY



You Are Viewing an Archived Copy rrom the New Jersey otate Library

CONTENTS .

STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE . . ...

YEARINREVIEW . e

-~ WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT ... . e .

REPORT OF DIVISION OF MARKETS.............................
BurEAU oF FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SERVICE ... ... ..

Purpose of Inspection ... SRS :

Certifying Fresh Produce ... .. ... ...
Cannery Crops . ... :
Terminal Inspections ... ... ...

Market Activities ... . e
Bureau oF MARKET REPORTING AND COOPERATIVES ... .
Market Reporting ... U e

. Cooperatives ...
" DAY Probucts MARKETING . . .
' Livestock Auction Markets ... ... ..

. Bureau or POULTRY SERVICE ... . . . ... SR
Poultry Standardization ... ... . SO
Cooperative Marketing ...

Grading and Inspection Service ... ..

Fresh Egg Law Enforcement . ... .. .. ... ... . .

Source Identification Law ... ... .. .

Poultry Products Promotion Council . . . . ... . .

Special Poultry Activities ... . JEE :

REPORT OF DIVISION OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY ... ...
PuLLorUuM DISEASE ... ... .. e

~ Fowr TypHOID U I .

* ENCEPHALOMYELITIS . .. .

- TERMINAL MARKET PourtrYy INSPECTION . . .
BRUCELLOSIS .. .. ... .. [

- TUBERCULOSIS . .. ST
= VESICULAR DISEASES ... ... P
~ - Hoc CHOLERA . . .. . ... ... e
© ANTHRAX ... ... S SO
- MucosAL DISEASE ... ... ...
CatTLE FEVER TICKS ... ... SRS e

~ Psoropric MANGE OF SHEEP ... .. B
InspEcTION OF DIsposar Prants ... ... :

.7 ReTIREMENT oF Two KEy EMPLOYEES ... . . ... . ..

~" REORGANIZATION .. ... . ... .. U

C T TABLES oo

9
11
14
15
16
17
19
22
23
27
27
30
31
33
33
34
38
43
44
44,
46
46
47
47
47
47
47
48
49
49
50
50
50
51
51
51
52
52



You Are Viewing an Archived Copy rrom the New Jersey otate Library

REPORT OF DIVISION OF PLANT INDUSTRY ... 73
BUREAU OF ENTOMOLOGY ... 73
Gypsy Moth Control ... ... e 73
White-Fringed Beetle Control ... ... 78
Nursery Inspection . ... 79
Red Stele Disease of Strawberries ... 80
Blueberry Plant Inspection ... ... .. 81
Post-Entry Quarantine Inspection ... 82
Golden Nematode Survey ... 83
Cooperative Economic Insect Survey ... . 83
Japanese Beetle Quarantine Enforcement ... 95
Bee Culture ... . .. 96
Bureau or PLANT PaTHOLOGY ... et 98
Canker Stain Disease Control ... ... 98
Dutch Elm Disease Control ... ... ... 99
Oak Wilt Scouting ... e 104
Airplane Spraying of Pine Plantations
for Sawfly Control ... ... . 105
Virus Control of European Pine Sawfly ... B 105
Cankerworm Survey ... 105
. Matsucoccus Scale Survey ... .. 105
Survey of Evergreen Pests ... s 106
Forest Pest Survey ... .. ... 106
LABORATORY ACTIVITIES ... 108

Response of Elms to Surface and Sub-

Surface Fertilization ... ... 108
Foliar Application of Nutrients to ,
Shade Trees ... 109
Chlorosis in Pin Oaks ... 110
White-Fringed Beetle Larval Survey ... .. 111
Cultivation of a Nematode Parasitic in
Insects o 111
Bee Disease Examinations ... 111
Elm Growth in “Captan” Treated Soil ... .. . . 111
Plant Parasitic Nematode Surveys ... . 112
Certified Seed Examination ... 113
Biological Control of a Sawfly in
Pitch Pine ... . N 113
BUREAU OF SEED CERTIFICATION ... .. . i, 114
Grain Seed Certification ... ... ... 114
Tomato Seed Certification ... ... 123

Seed Potato Certification



You Are Viewing an Archived Copy rrom the New Jersey otate Library

REPORT OF DIVISION OF INFORMATION ..., 130
NEWS SERVICES ...... eteemeeeeeeveneeteeneeeentenseanenmeeteennanns 130
PUBLICATIONS oo ee e 131
FARM PRODUCTS PROMOTION . ... .. .. ... 131
FARMERS WEEK ... oo 134

REPORT OF OFFICE OF MILK INDUSTRY ..., 135
BUREAU OF ADMINISTRATION ..._..ooiioiiiiimiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 135

Public Hearings ... 136
Price Orders and Regulations ................ ... ... 136
Appeals ... et s e ee s s me et e e e £ ecn e enen 138
BUREAU OF AUDITING ..o 138
BUREAU OF LICENSING ... i 139
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT ... 140
BUREAU OF STATISTICS ..o 140

BUREAU OF LICENSING AND BONDING ... 148

CROP REPORTING SERVICE .. e 150
CURRENT REPORTS ... e 150
VOLUNTARY REPORTERS ... ..o 150
SPECIAL SURVEYS AND REPORTS ... 151

JUNIOR BREEDERS’ FUND .. . e 152

FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL STATE AGRICULTURAL

CONVENTION e 154
DELEGATES OF THE STATE AGRICULTURAL CONVENTION ... 154
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES .....ooooiioiiimooeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 156
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS ... ... ... . .. 157
ELEcTION OoF MEMBERS OF STATE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE ... ... 157
ELEcTION OF MEMBER OF FisH anp GAME CoUNCIL ... 157
CITATIONS oo e 157



You Are Viewing an Archived Copy rrom the New Jersey otate Library

STATE OF NEW JERSEY .
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE-
PuiLLip ALamel, Secretary - -

L5 TRENTON. -

) June 3_0,_ 1957
-:. To His Excellency, the Governor, and Menibers of the Senate and
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The State Board of Agriculture

The State Board of Agriculture is responsible for all
policies of the State Department of Agriculture, and is the
highest official agency representing New Jersey’s agricultu-
ral industry.

The eight members of the Board are all active farmers,
who serve without compensation. They meet at least once
each month in Trenton with the Secretary of Agriculture and
often with other officials of the Department. During the 1956-57
fiscal year, 18 meetings of the Board were held.

Terms of Board members are staggered and two new
members are appointed each year. They are chosen by official
delegates to the annual State Agricultural Convention for
recommendation to the Governor for appointment. The law
provides for 84 official delegates, who represent the county
boards of agriculture, Pomona granges, and State breed and
commodity organizations.

The proceedings of the 42nd State Agricultural Conven-
tion appear on page 154.
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The Year in Review

Warm temperatures and adequate rainfall during 1956 made ideal grow-
ing conditions for most New Jersey crops. Record yields were established in
a number of instances and excellent quality was the rule. Some improvement
in prices occurred, reversing the downward trend of the past two years.

The total value of New Jersey’s agricultural production in 1956 amount-
ed to $375,000,000, an 11.3 per cent increase over the $337,000,000 record-
ed in 1955. All commodities registered increases, with the exception of milk,
poultry meat, tree fruits and berries.

Bountiful vegetable and grain crops were reflected in greatly increased
valuations for these commodities over the year before. The value of grain
was more than doubled. Crops in the vegetable category displaced milk as
the second ranking agricultural product. Eggs continued in first place,
increasing very slightly in value over the revised figure for the previous
year. Milk dropped to third place, declining one million dollars from 1955.
Nursery and greenhouse products continued as one of the expanding types of
New Jersey agriculture and moved into fourth place.

It is interesting to note that livestock and poultry products accounted
for 56 cents of every farm dollar in 1956, evidence that this segment of
New Jersey agriculture now dominates.

The gross farm value of all agricultural products in 1956, compared
with 1955, is tabulated below:

Per Cent
Change 1956
Gross Farm Value Compared
Commodity 1956 1955 with 1955
Eggs $100,600,000 $99,500,000 + 11
Vegetables 65,000,000 46,500,000 + -39.8
Milk 63,500,000 64,800,000 — 2.0
Greenhouse and Nursery 31,000,000 28,000,000 + 10.7
Poultry, Including Chicks and Poults ............ 30,000,000 30,500,000 — 1.6
Grain . 25,500,000 12,100,000 + 107.4
Hay 17,200,000 15,900,000 + 8.2
Meat Animals and Wool 14,600,000 13,900,000 + 5.0
Tree Fruits 11,700,000 12,400,000 — 5.7
White Potatoes 8,500,000 5,100,000 + 66.7
Berries 6,000,000 7,100,000 — 155
Miscellaneous Products 1,400,000 1,200,000 + 16.7
TOTALS $375,000,000 $337,000,000
Per cent increase for all farm products in 1956 .....oooeeeeeeermeceecne 11.3

9
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1956 VALUE of PRODUCTION
NEW JERSEY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

$375,000,000

EGGS VEGETABLES MILK NURSERY AND
GREENHOUSE

POULTRY
Chickens, Turkeys, Ducks,
Geese, Baby Chicks

MISCELLANEOUS
SEEDS - HONEY - LUMBER, ETC.

S8, 500 000 56 ﬂl][l 000 Sl.4i]6.,lll)0’

PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES PREPARED BY THE
NEW JERSEY CROP REPORTING SERVICE, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, sanuary 1957
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THE WORK OF THE DEPARTMENT
The increase in importance of livestock enterprises to New Jersey’s
agricultural economy is reflected in the proportion of the Department’s
budget allotted to animal disease control. Out of each dollar appropriated
to the Department for the fiscal year, about 44 cents went to the Division
of Animal Industry. The 1956-57 allotments were:

Division of Animal Industry 44, cents
Division of Plant Industry 19 cents
Division of Markets 13 cents
Division of Administration 5 cents
Maintenance of fairs, 4-H exhibits, etc. 5 cents
Division of Information 2 cents
Licensing and Bonding 2 cents
Other operating expenses 10 cents

Much of the work of the Department is regulatory, concerned with the
enforcement of laws enacted by the Legislature and assigned to the Depart-
ment to administer. Control of animal diseases and plant pests falls into this
category. Two examples of other work which is regulatory in nature are
the licensing and bonding of dealers in agricultural products and enforce-
ment of the fresh egg law.

In addition, the Department performs promotional services, that are
wide in scope, and are designed to benefit both producers and consumers.
Much of this service centers around specialized marketing projects and
informational service.

A~vaL Disease CoNTROL
Substantial progress has been made in the eradication of brucellosis
from the State’s dairy herds. During the past fiscal year, four additional
counties were certified as brucellosis-free areas, bringing the total now
certified to six.

Mandatory brucellosis testing of all cattle in the State was made effec-
tive January 1, 1957. At the close of the fiscal year, only 848 cattle remain-
ed untested and, of the 7,889 herds under supervision, 97 per cent were
found to be free of the disease.

During the fiscal year, the State Board of Agriculture approved a
regulation, to go into effect July 1, 1957, which revises the brucellosis test-
ing schedule. This should provide even better control and, at the same time,
will save the State an estimated $10,000 each year.
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The infection rate for bovine tuberculosis is now about nine hundredths
of 1 per cent, considered to be an irreducible minimum. However, the
Division of Animal Industry maintains constant vigilance and continues its
careful testing of the State’s cattle population to prevent this costly disease
from spreading.

Three outbreaks of vesicular exanthema of hogs were discovered in the
fall of 1956, the first to occur in the State since 1952. These were promptly
diagnosed by Department veterinarians and all infected and exposed animals
were slaughtered.

CoxTROL OF PraNT PESTS

The most extensive pest control program conducted in 1956-57 was that
directed against the gypsy moth. Moths were found south of the areas spray-
ed in the spring of 1956 during scouting inspections the following summer

and fall.

In the spring of 1957, about 185,000 acres of forest land in northern
New Jersey were sprayed by aircraft with the United States and New Jersey
departments of agriculture cooperating in the program. The aim was to
eradicate the pest from the State. Early observations indicate that control
was excellent, and that no large-scale spraying will be necessary in 1958,
although this must be determined definitely by trapping and scouting work
in the months to come.

MARKETING

New Jersey farmers are giving increasing attention to the marketing
of their products, and this trend was reflected in the Department’s market-
ing program. Poultry producers, who have been faced with severe economic
problems for several years, began the development of a long-range mer-
chandising program, based upon strict quality control of eggs and other
poultry products, combined with source identification, to be supervised by
the Department of Agriculture.

A law creating the New Jersey Poultry Products Promotion Council
within the Department was enacted in May, 1957. The 11-member Council,
which represents all segments of the industry, is responsible for a promotion
and advertising program for New Jersey pouliry products. An organization
meeting has been held, an executive director named, and plans for a market-
ing program are being formulated. Council activities are to be supported by
a tax on poultry feeds, amounting to one cent per hundred pounds, which
will be paid by all New Jersey poultry farmers. Other commodity groups
have evidenced interest in similar programs.
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The excellent crop season, too, intensified the work of the Division of
Markets. Inspection and certification of fruits and vegetables for both the
fresh market and for processing was much greater than in the past two
years. Sales of fruits and vegetables on the nine cooperative auction markets
during the 1956 season amounted to more than four million packages, with
a total value exceeding nine million dollars.

Eighty-two million dozens of eggs were inspected and graded by Depart-
ment personnel, an increase of 25 per cent over the previous year.

MiLk CONTROL

After extended hearings in 1956 and 1957, Federal Milk Marketing
Ordeér 27 was amended to include the 13 northern counties of New Jersey.
The order becomes effective August 1, 1957. Two thousand New Jersey
producers will be affected by the order. In all, the new market pool con-
tains 12 to 15 per cent of the total annual milk production of the nation.

Price fixing at the retail level had been abolished early in 1955. At the
beginning of this fiscal year, prices were again fixed at all resale levels by
the Office of Milk Industry in the interests of more orderly milk marketing.

RuraL Apvisory COMMITTEE

Funds were made available during the fiscal year to begin exploratory
work on some of the social and economic problems facing New Jersey’s
rural areas. Studies on these problems are being conducted by the Rural
Advisory Committee named by Govenor Meyner. A consultant was appointed
to analyze the extent and severity of the situation and make recommendations
as to its solution. Particular attention is being given to the effects of urbani-
zation on rural areas, the need for planning, and water and taxation pro-
blems as they relate to agriculture and rural communities.

These are a few of the principal activities and accomplishments of the
Department during the past fiscal year. Details of these and other projects
are to be found in the division reports which follow.
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Report of the Division of Markets

Warren W. OLEY, Director

Weather conditions as they affected crop production and marketing were
very unfavorable in 1955. The 1956 season was much more satisfactory to
New Jersey producers. Although the spring of 1956 was 10 days to two
weeks later than normal, marketing conditions in New Jersey for fruits
and vegetables were excellent. Prices averaged well above the low prices of
the spring of 1955.

As this fiscal year opened, New Jersey experienced normal weather
conditions. Rainfall was adequate and temperatures not excessive. Total
rainfall as recorded at Trenton for the entire year of 1956 was 43.65
inches. During the last half of this fiscal year (January through June 1957),
total rainfall at Trenton was 15.23 inches. Normal for the six month period
is 19.37 inches. We, therefore, end the year and start the new with a shortage
of 4.14 inches of rainfall. The last six months of the fiscal year were also
abnormally warm. This condition fostered excellent growth of farm crops
for spring harvest and marketing, but will probably be a serious hazard to
the harvest of 1957 summer crops.

Quality of most farm crops in 1956 was excellent and, as a result,
many of New Jersey’s important crops brought better than normal returns
to growers. Both per acre yield and price of the cannery tomato crop were
the highest per acre ever recorded. White potatoes, another important
summer and early fall crop, were grown successfully by our producers.

Poultry farmers have had a discouraging vear, largely caused by

nationwide overproduction.

Relations with other departments having mutual interests have been
cordial. Cooperation extended to this Division by the Department of
Health, Department of State, Department of Institutions and Agencies, and
by the Department of Conservation and Economic Development, also by the
Division of Weights and Measures of the Department of Law and Public
Safety, is deeply appreciated. Relations with the Agricultural Experiment
Station and the Agricultural Extension Service are excellent.

The following pages give in some detail the objectives and accomplish-
ments of all sections of the Division, and certain accomplishments of other
organizations where the Division is partly responsible for programs of work.

14
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BUREAU OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLE SERVICE

The principal interest of the Bureau of Fruit and Vegetable Service is
aid in the marketing of fresh fruits and vegetables, including the establish-
ment and development of outlet facilities, such as local auction markets,
city markets in New Jersey and terminal markets in large adjacent cities,
and consumer educational and promotional work to create and stimulate
demand for Jersey grown products. It includes assistance to growers and
shippers in grading and packing.

Supervision of inspection and certification of fruits and vegetables for
the fresh market and the grading of raw crops for processing are the most
important functions of the Bureau. Inspection is conducted in accordance
with established standards and practices as approved by both the Federal
and State departments of agriculture. Both departments and the New Jersey
Agricultural Society are cooperatively responsible, under a three-way
agreement, for the operation of the service.

Volume of inspection work varies from year to year, being mainly
influenced by crop production, marketing regulations of certain commodities,
market prices and quality demand. Shipping point inspections this fiscal
year were almost three times greater than last fiscal year, mainly due to
increased volume of potato work.

Grading of raw products for processing has developed rapidly since
the beginning of this work, and has been enhanced by the tremendous
impact frozen foods have had upon fruit and vegetable marketing in the
past decade. Frozen food and canned products processors have continued
to show increased interest in purchasing supplies on the basis of established
standards or contract specifications. Efforts are continually being made to
improve the quality of our service in this field.

Since better grades mean better returns, producers of crops for pro-
cessing are given assistance by observations made by inspectors at grading
platforms as to ways and means by which they can improve their grades
by following better harvesting and handling practices and exercising close
. field supervision.

Volume of crops graded for processing also varies annually and is
governed by such factors as weather, cultural and harvesting practices,

acreage planted and yield.
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PURPOSE OF INSPECTION

Fruit and vegetable inspection on the basis of established grades pro-
vides an efficient method for buying and selling fresh produce. The grades
provide the yardstick for measuring quality; the inspectors, the interpreta-
tion and application of these grades. The service helps producers and
shippers get the best possible returns for their products and guarantees to
the receivers and distributors that the produce received meets certain
grade designations. It is a permissive service and provides unbiased
certification at reasonable cost. It is available to applicants throughout the
State on carlots, trucklots, warehouse and storage lots.

Inspection certificates offer proof of compliance with Federal and State
regulations, export requirements, government programs and contract pur-
chasing. They may be offered as prima facie evidence in court cases
involving disputes between carriers, storage companies, shippers and re-
ceivers. The inspection service provides a stabilizing effect in the orderly
marketing of fresh fruits and vegetables both nationally and internationally.
It keeps close contact with the local fruit and vegetable auction markets
and city farmers’ markets, and cooperates in the recently instituted program
for roadside markets.

The most important outlet for Jersey grown vegetables, exclusive of
white potatoes, is the processing industry. Close to half of the vegetable
acreage in the State is planted to crops for processing. The two most im-
portant are tomatoes and asparagus. Other processing crops for which our
grading service is requested are carrots, snap beans, red sweet peppers,
green tomatoes and sweet potatoes. v

Most processors contract with growers on the basis of Federal or State
standards, while others make contract specifications to fit their own par-
ticular needs without reference to any fixed standard. In either case, they
request grading, which is made available through the shipping point inspec-
tion service.

Grading is done for the purpose of establishing the value of each load
delivered. Contracts specify prices to be paid for certain quality which is
established by sampling each load, analyzing the samples according to
specifications and applying the percentages established to the entire load.
Prices paid to growers are directly proportionate to quality delivered. The
purpose of this system of purchasing is to encourage the growers to deliver
quality which will net them the highest returns and at the same time provide
the processor an opportunity to maintain a high standard finished product
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at minimum cost. On the other hand growers who contract with processors
are protected against a fluctuating fresh market by having a fixed contract

price.

Grading at processing plants is performed by inspectors employed by
the New Jersey Agricultural Society and supervised by personnel of the
Bureau of Fruit and Vegetable Service in conjunction with supervisory

personnel of the United States Department of Agriculture.

This fiscal year 84 licensed fruit and vegetable inspectors were re-
quired to handle the inspection of commodities for fresh market and pro-
cessing in New Jersey.

CERTIFYING FRESH PRODUCE
Apples

Apple inspections this fiscal year were only slightly above last year.
Growing and harvesting conditions were very favorable in 1956. This re-
sulted in large yields and an exceptionally clean crop with high color and
excellent finish. Production in 1956 was about 100 thousand bushels greater
than the previous year and approximately a half-million bushels greater
than the last 10-year average for New Jersey.

Inspection and certification of apples for export are manadatory under
the U. S. Export Apple and Pear Act. Shippers to foreign ports must have
grade certification under the Act, which limits the minimum quality and
condition of export shipments. It also requires that shipments be certified
as being within certain established tolerances for spray residues.

The volume of our inspections on apples depends largely upon the
export volume. Two factors affecting the number of requests for apple in-
spection are domestic market conditions and prices, and foreign market
demand and price.

With domestic prices good and quality high this year, there seemed to
be no difficulty for shippers in making sales without benefit of inspection
and certification. Fruit kept well in cold storages and most of the lots in-
spected during the year graded U. S. Fancy or better. Approximately 65
per cent of the apples inspected were for export and 14 per cent were in-
spected and certified on the basis of the U. S. Standards for Apples for
Processing. One hundred and ninety-one lots of apples, comprising 108,631
bushels, were inspected and certified compared with 150 lots and 91,427
bushels last year.
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Green Corn

The Cooperative Growers’ Association, Inc., of Beverly again requested
inspection of green corn. This program began in 1945 to provide several
of the large chain stores in the Greater Philadelphia area with field-fresh
sweet corn at its peak of eating perfection. This year there was a change in
the hours worked by our Federal-State inspector assigned to the market.
Under the former field-fresh program he was in the field at 5:00 A. M.
each day. This year he reported to the market at 7:00 A. M. and inspected
only loads as requested by the market manager. Loads inspected were sold
on the basis of grade.

Quality of green corn was high in 1956 and most lots inspected were
certified as U. S. Fancy. A total of 35 lots, comprising 12,360 bushel crates,
was inspected as compared with 33 lots, covering 12,273 bushels, the
previous year. ‘

White Potatoes

Growing conditions for white potatoes were generally good. Acreage
was reduced from 22,000 in 1955 to 17,000 this year. Production on this
acreage averaged 210 hundredweights per acre compared with 169 hundred-
weights in 1955.

Quality and size of the crop were above average. Except for some
shipments that were dirty, following heavy rains in July, and a few reports
of distant shipments arriving at destinations showing decay and breakdown,
quality compared favorably with that from other competing areas through-
out the season.

As a result of warnings to potato shippers late in the season last year,
that the provisions of the Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act on mis-
branding would be enforced, most of the potato dealers in New Jersey re-
quested that inspectors be assigned to them on a full-time basis. This was
done and shippers were able to sell inspected potatoes in branded sacks on
the basis of U. S. Standards without fear of violation of the misbranding
law. Experienced inspectors were hard to obtain and only 12 men were
available for inspection of potatoes at the peak of the season.

This fiscal year our Federal-State inspectors certified 1,858 lots of
potatoes at shipping points: throughout the State. A total of 646,085
hundredweights were certified. Our inspection records indicate that quality
of inspected potatoes was higher than any previous season, averaging 97.3
per cent U. S. No. 1 quality, with more than 96 per cent Size A. Last year
493 lots, amounting to 142,810 hundredweights, were inspected.
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Other Vegetables

Under the Canadian Import Requirements, fresh asparagus shipped to
Canada must be inspected and certified as meeting at least the U. S. No. 2
grade for fresh market asparagus. Containers in such shipments must be
individually marked to denote shipper’s name and address, grade, and
country of origin. Inspection certificates on shipments to Canada that comply
with all regulations must specify that the load “Meets Canadian Import
Requirements.” Special permits are given by the Canadian Department of
Agriculture to cover asparagus to be used for processing. Such asparagus
need not meet the trimming requirements as specified in the U. S. No. 2
grade, provided certificates issued specify that such shipment “Meets
Canadian Import Requirements for Processing Purposes Only.”

This year several brokers in the Swedeshoro area delivered asparagus
to Canada both for fresh market and for processing. In all, 32 trucklots
were inspected. Two lots failed to meet import requirements; eight lots,
containing 1,864 pyramid type asparagus crates, went to fresh market; and
22 lots, containing 427,686 pounds, moved to processing plants in Canada.
A considerably larger volume of asparagus could have been exported to
Canada for fresh market if growers had exercised better grading practices.
In 1956, Canadian shipments amounted to 14 trucklots, containing 266,190
pounds. Over-all weight shipped this year was 483,606 pounds.

In addition to products covered in detail in this report, we inspected
and certified shipments of cabbage, carrots, lettuce, onions, peaches, to-
matoes and mixed lots of vegetables. Several of these commodities were
exported to Canada, including five shipments of cabbage, containing 2,030
crates; 24 lots of lettuce, containing 9,497 crates; and one load of cannery
tomatoes, containing 1,000 34-bushel hampers. Total inspections of the
above products covered 75 lots, comprising 46,536 containers.

Federal-State inspectors were also stationed at several of the shipping
point fruit and vegetable auction markets for inspection and arbitration

purposes.
Cannery Crops
Asparagus

Grading of asparagus for processing is the largest single project within
this Bureau. Processors have spread their receiving stations to strategic
locations throughout the producing areas, thereby making it necessary to
employ more inspection personnel to-handle the grading than for any
other commodity.
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New Jersey ranks second only to California in the production of
asparagus. In the spring of 1957 about 33,000 acres were in production in
New Jersey, with about 60 per cent of the crop going to processors and 40
per cent to the fresh market.

With large inventories from the 1955 and 1956 crops in the hands of
processors both in California and New Jersey at the beginning of this
year’s harvest, processors were cautious in establishing a price to growers.
The harvesting season was well under way before the contract price was
established. It was 10 cents per pound for N. J. No. 1 spears, 7 inches in
length, 414-inch minimum green color, 34-inch minimum diameter measured
at the butt end of the spear. In 1956 the price for this asparagus was 1214
to 13 cents per pound.

There were only three types of contracts this year against five last
season. The threc included the specifications as noted in the above para-
eraph. Another specified a 7l4-inch spear with 5l4-inch minimum green
color and 34-inch minimum diameter at the butt. The third was based on
contract specifications of a 10-inch all green spear with a 14-inch tolerance
for white at the butt, 14-inch minimum diameter, 414-inch minimum green
color.

The first two contracts mentioned above were based on the New Jersey
Standards for Green Asparagus for Processing and were graded on that
basis. Asparagus delivered on the third contract was graded in accordance
with contract specifications without reference to the New Jersey Standards.

The inspection service has no part in the terms and agreements between
processors and producers, but has the responsibility of seeing that both
parties live up to the terms specified in the contracts.

Nine New Jersey and six out-of-state processors packed Jersey grown
asparagus graded by our inspectors this season. There were also some
shipments to Canadian processors.

Growing conditions were ideal this season up to about June 10. There-
after, excessively high temperatures and dry weather started a drop in
production and quality. This continued to the end of the season and most
processors stopped operations by June 15. This was the earliest closing date
on record.

May deliveries this year were far in excess of May 1956, but the re-
duced deliveries in June brought the season to a close with last year’s
volume exceeding this year’s by about three million pounds. Total volume
graded this year was 50,692,611 pounds as compared with last year’s total
of 53,614,572 pounds.
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Grade averages this season under the regular contract based on New
Jersey Standards were 71 per cent N. J. No. 1, 6 per cent culls and 23
per cent butts. Last season these averages were 73 per cent, 6 per cent and
21 per cent, respectively. Grade averages on the canner-grower contract
specifications this year were 91 per cent pay weight, 3 per cent contract
culls and 6 per cent butts. Last season’s averages were 87 per cent pay
weight and 13 per cent butts. Culls were too negligible to mention.

Tomatoes

From the standpoint of volume and dollar return to growers, tomatoes
are the most important crop produced for processing. New Jerscy usually
ranks third or fourth nationally in tomato production, outranked only by
California and Indiana most years, and some years by Ohio.

This fiscal year producers of tomatoes for processing set a new high
for production in New Jersey, with yields averaging 12.6 tons per acre.
With sufficient moisture and good growing weather, and the correct tempera-
ture ranges for fruit setting, it was evident early in the season that, barring
excessive rain, this year would set a new record for production. High pro-
duction is usually accompanied by high quality for most crops and this
was true of this vear’s tomatoes.

Total volume graded this season was 157,464 tons with grade averages
of 64 per cent U. S. No. 1, 33 per cent U. S. No. 2 and 3 per cent culls.
Last year our New Jersey growers suffered a disastrous season and wound
up with the lowest volume and grades since records have been kept. This
was directly attributable to adverse weather. Last season the total volume
graded was only 36,710 tons with grade averages of 47 per cent U. S. No.
1, 49 per cent U. S. No. 2 and 4 per cent culls.

SuMMARY 1956 CANNERY TOMATO SEASON AND COMPARISON WITH
Previous 10 YEARs

U. S.No. 1 U. S. No. 2 Culls
Seasons Total Tons (Per Cent) (Per Cent) (Per Cent)
1956 157,464 64 33 ‘ 3
1955 36,710 47 49 4
1954 130,462 62 36 2
1953 . 192,623 66 32 2
1952 127,418 57 39 4
1951 215,875 70 28 2
1950 195,697 69 29 2
1949 147,076 63 34 3
1948 132,561 60 . 36 4
1947 204,395 62 35 3
1946 107,737 65 33 2
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Other Cannery Crops

While asparagus and tomatoes are the two most important crops grown
for processing in New Jersey, our grading service is requested for several
other commodities. These products were graded on the basis of the U. S.
Standards for Processing for each commodity.

The following list shows the products and volume of each graded and

a comparison with last year’s products and volume:

1956-1957 1965-1956

Product Pounds Product Pounds
Carrots 20,110,000 Carrots 13,536,000
Snap Beans 2,828,000 Red Sweet Peppers 336,000
Red Sweet Peppers 2,528,000 Green Tomatoes 268,000
Green Tomatoes 314,000 Sweet Potatoes 200,000
Sweet Potatoes 108,000 Blueberries 94,000

TeErMINAL INSPECTIONS

While the major portion of the regulatory work of this Bureau is the
inspection and certification of products grown and packed in New Jersey, it
further includes inspections in New Jersey terminal markets of products
received in interstate shipment. Inspections are made at the request of re-
ceivers of such produce. Most requests are for potato inspections, but various
other commodities are inspected in carlot and trucklot quantities. In Feb-
ruary 1957 the Federal Fresh Fruit and Vegetable office in New York City
requested that we take over the inspection of weekly deliveries of supplies
to the New Jersey State Hospitals at Trenton and Marlboro on a permanent

basis. We assigned one of our State inspectors to this work.

Only those inspectors authorized by the United States Department of
Agriculture as collaborators are eligible to make terminal inspections. In
addition to the chief of the Bureau, there are three supervisors and one
Agricultural Society inspector who are certified as collaborators and author-
ized to do this work in New Jersey. Terminal inspections are certified on
straight Federal certificates rather than the Federal-State type used in re-
porting shipping point inspections.

The following table shows the 10-year record of shipping point inspec-
tions by products:
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TeEn-YEAR ReEcorp oF SHIPPING PoINT INSPECTIONS BY PRODUCTS
47-48  48-49  49-50  50-51  B51-62 52-53 53-54 54-55 55-56 56-57

Apples 213 100 789 234 79 157 228 369 150 191
Asparagus 3 50 93 46 10 45 36 24 14 32
Beans - 1 1 2
Beets 1 1
Cabbage 13 3 8 5 4 7 2 1 6 6
Carrots 5 5 6 1 1 1 10
Cauliflower 1 5 2
Celery 11 5 2
Corn 100 91 37 67 92 113 135 91 33 35
Cucumbers 2 3 8 1 4 49 1 5
Lemons 1 1

Lettuce 1 4 1 2 5 1 5 1 36
Onions 38 36 28 15 42 14 27 28 15 9
Onions, green 10 2 1

Parsley 1

Peaches 1 1 5 3 3 8 1 2
Peppers 78 36 48 5 5 2

Potatoes 14,066 12,586 10,454 18,429 9,989 1,748 782 632 493 1,858
Radishes 1 7 3

Rutabagas 3 1
Spinach 1 2 1
Squash 1 6

Sweet potatoes 5 33 5 26 12 7 24 9 33 2
Tomatoes 6 1 1 4 12
Turnips 2 1 1

Mixed Fruits &
Vegetables 357 684 550
Mixed
‘Vegetables 210 155 128 3 2 1 3 2 2

Totals 15,114 13,813 12,170 18,837 10956 2,119 1,299 1,172 754 2,195

During this fiscal year the following commodities were certified at
various terminals in New Jersey:

Product Volume
‘White Potatoes 31,408 hundredweights
Onions 1,800 50-pound sacks
Cranberries 1,416 25-pound bags
Watermelons 147 melons

Inspections on deliveries to institutions, including those on items for
replacement for items rejected upon original delivery, amounted to 62 in
all, and covered 340,027 pounds passed and 11,216 pounds rejected. The
produce covered by these inspections includes just about all items in the
fresh fruit and vegetable line that the normal household would use, in-
cluding items used for seasoning in cooking.

MARKET ACTIVITIES

As compared with the summer months of 1955, the months of July and
August 1956 were very favorable to plant growth. In 1955 we experienced
a severe drought, but rainfall was nearly normal in the early months of this
fiscal year. The weather conditions were reflected in the marketing situation,
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Not only was volume much heavier on our shipping point markets in both
July and August than in 1955, but prices in July were also higher. Prices
in August were lower, but chiefly because of the very high prices for
peaches in 1955. These 1955 high prices were caused by the freeze, resulting
in a peach crop failure in southern states. Low prices in June, July and
August 1955 were also the result of the freeze in the south in March of
that year, which delayed harvest in the states south of us so that their har-
vest and ours coincided.

It is interesting to compare prices of a few summer crops as received
in the 1956 season with the returns in the summer of 1955. Volume of snap
beans was higher this past summer, and average prices at the shipping
point auctions were $2.50 a bushel as compared with $1.60 in 1955. Sweet
corn averaged $2.26 for 50 ears as compared with $1.25 in 1955, and the
harvested crop was 50 per cent greater in 1956. Cucumbers for slicing and
pickling averaged $2.12 a bushel as compared with $1.37 in 1955, while
volume was slightly lower. Volume of eggplant was slightly larger and
prices averaged $1.26 per bushel as compared with $1.19 in 1955. Volume
and prices of peppers, which is one of the heavy production crops, was
about the same. Volume of market tomatoes was much greater and prices
slightly higher. The better prices obtained, even with higher volume, reflects
the high quality resulting from favorable growing and harvesting conditions.

The Division worked closely with associations and individuals conduct-
ing . marketing operations. Ten of the markets again supplied the Division
with weekly statistical material, helpful in carrying out promotional work
and in compiling needed statistics for both this office and the Federal office.

Some representative of the Division attends nearly all monthly direc-
tors’ meetings of cooperative marketing associations, and the Division is also
represented at most commodity group meetings where marketing problems
are discussed. While closest contacts are with the shipping point auction
associations, the Division also works with city market associations as
needed. A more detailed report of the activities of some of these groups
follows.

Shipping Point Auction Markets

Following the method of reporting used in previous annual reports,
information in this section is given for the complete calendar or crop-
growing year. Therefore, the entire marketing year of 1956 is covered and
some material on the first six months of 1957 is given separately. Complete
information for the spring of 1957 will be embodied in the annual report
of 1957-58.
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Total value of all sales by the nine auction associations was
$1,523,230.47 more than in the 1955 season. Volume both at auction and
by direct sales was also larger.

The volume of sales on the seven produce auctions which operated dur-
ing the last half of the fiscal year, or during the spring months of 1957,
was approximately 13 per cent greater than in the spring of 1956. This
was partly due to a very late spring season in 1956. Prices, however, were
about 10 per cent lower during the spring months of 1957. This was very
largely due to the much lower price for asparagus on the auctions. Aspar-
agus prices were about 60 cents a crate lower than the preceding year.

The accompanying chart gives the sales’ volume and cash returns at
the nine shipping point markets for the 1956 season. It also compares
those sales with the 1955 season. A table is also submitted showing the
principal commodities sold at the auctions during the 1956 calendar year
and comparable information for 1955.

SumMARY OF SALES AT FRUIT AND VEGETABLE AUCTION MARKETS

Season of 1956 Season of 1955
Number of Number of
Market Packages Sold Value of Sales Packages Sold Value of Sales
Beverly 267,381 $  402,055.05 239,586 $ 262,556.47
Consigned and direct 203,000* 477,000.00 335,339* 633,114.43
Cedarville 605,011 1,546,946.08 528,072 930,571.93
Glassboro 448,059 721,573.57 351,229 773,632.30
Hammonton 262,318 1,005,586.60 278,348 977,689.40
Blues to processors  160,043* 1bs. 35,209.52 158,310% lbs. 30,117.53
Sweets to processors 485,154* bu. 604,255.70 268,467* bu. 307,045.65
Hightstown 348,109 383,464.57 353,368 425,036.11
Consigned and direct 32,195% 65,052.05 40,231* 49,272.67
Landisville 646,159 1,110,555.71 551,766 925,369.58
Consigned and direct 87,265* 147,051.33 85,013* 157,982.03
Pedricktown 151,599 423,746.45 157,025 461,795.10
Swedesboro 754,128 1,957,237.00 747,953 2,051,293.10
Asparagus to
Processors 1,798,835* 1bs. 22485746 ... B
Vineland 851,803 1,522,924.67 706,038 1,118,708.99
Totals —
v lby auction 4,334,648 $ 9,074,089.70 3,913,385 $7,926,652.98
alue —
all sales ... $10,627,515.76 ... $9,104,285.29
Average price per package (by auction), 1956 $2.093
Average price per package (by auction), 1955 $2.026

Per cent of increase in price per package,
all commodities (by auction), 1956 over 1955 3.307%

(In addition to markets listed, other markets may have had
special sales, no record of which is available in the Division

of Markets office.)

*Not included in totsls sold by auction or in average price per package by auction, but included
in "“Value — All sales.”
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PrincrpaL CoMMODITIES SOLD AT FRUIT AND VEGETABLE AucrioN MARKETS

Yolume in 1956 With 1955 Comparisons

1955

Commodity Unit 1956

Apples Bushels 23,291 24,330
Peaches Bushels 166,777 195,763
Blackberries Crates, 12 pts. 44,724 9,030
Blueberries & huckleberries Crates, 12 pts. 179,391 176,686
Raspberries Crates, 12 pts. 4,331 7,294
Strawberries Crates, 24 qts. 84,139 77,957
Asparagus Crates, doz. bunches 464,035 528,914
Beans, lima Bushels 20,747 19,310
Beans, snap Bushels 144,874 147,776
Beets Bushels 8,817 16,287
Broccoli-rabe Bushels 56,474 77,565
Cabbage Bushels 86,555 46,605
Cantaloupes Bushels 52,273 39,657
Carrots Bushels 1,779 ) 2,349
Cauliflower’ Crates, 1% bu. 7,310 3,214
Corn, sweet Bushels or sacks 110,727 71,040
Cucumbers and pickles Bushels 153,996 169,113
Dandelion Bushels 17,186 25,879
Eggplants Bushels 88,368 81,025
Lettuce Crates, 2 doz. 243.513 168,674
Okra Climax baskets, 12 qts. 24,093 35,553
Onions Sacks, 50 lbs. 104,157 125,308
Parsley Bushels 35,585 31,592
Peppers - - Bushels 551,840 535,833
Potatoes, sweet Bushels 901,256 273,236
Potatoes, white Sacks, 100 lbs. 20,802 30,029
Radishes Crates 13,615 14,122
Scallions Crates 18,703 15,789
Squash One-half bushel 54,838 63,499
Tomatoes Climax baskets 655,072 500,755
Watermelons Each . 5,188 11,577
Watermelons-icebox .

Bushels

4,143

2,505

City Farmers Markets

. All city markets owned and operated by farmers that were in existence
in 1955 are still operating. These are located in Paterson, Newark, Trenton
and DBradley Beach (Ashury Park). Division personnel have visited these
markets on request and have met with directors during the year. Repre-
sentatives of the Division have also attended annual meetings of two of the
farmers’ city markets. Work with these markets is purely advisory. .

For more than 30 years the Division has obtained a weekly report of
activities of the Atlantic City Market. The Division helped to establish this
market and for many years assisted in its management. Sales have decreased
in recent years as marketing practices of farmers and buyers have changed.
Sales in the past fiscal year have dropped off with the exception of a small
increase in the volume of egg sales. During this fiscal year there were 3,753
farmers’-loads sold in this market. These consisted of 183,220 bushels of
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fruits and vegetables, 38,580 dozens of eggs and 21,025 pounds of pou]try
Gross returns were $318,482.

MIsSCELLANEOUS

The Division works very closely with The Cooperative Marketing Asso-
ciations in New Jersey, Inc. Membership in this statewide association in-
cludes all of the auction markets and also two cooperatives that handle fruits
or vegetables in direct selling. The association had an annual meeting and
the fruit and vegetable section held five summer meetings. The State associa-
tion has very active committees that work for the good of cooperatives in
general, The fruit and vegetable section finances Auction News, and market
advertising through an arrangement with the Division of Information.

BUREAU OF MARKET REPORTING AND COOPERATIVES

The two responsibilities of this Bureau are very different in nature
but have a relationship that is helpful. Much of the accurate price reporting
50 necessary in a market news or market conditions program can be obtained
directly from cooperatives. Shipping point auctions in both the fruit and
vegetable field and in poultry and eggs supply this office with invaluable
data. These facts and figures not only enable the Bureau to present valuable
information on crop yields and condition, but give needed information on the
price structure. In turn, this oflice can supply cooperatives with information
on crops and prices in other areas that can be used in developing intelligent
market practices.

MAaRkET REPORTING

There are 10 important crops covered in the Market Conditions reports,
which are released before and during the marketing season. These reports
are one page in length and contain information on prospects from competing
areas, transportation situations, government regulations, labor conditions,
packaging, and names, addresses and telephone numbers of government
agencies where pertinent programs are in effect. :

New Jersey Truck Crop News reports planting, growing extent of
harvest, quality and other crop information, primarily of benefit to the
trade in seeking New Jersey supplies. In addition to the direct mailing, this
report gets wide circulation in the trade papers and in daily and weekly
papers within the State.

Auction News, while primarily a promotional weekly release to buyers,
gives information on supply, prices, including weekly low, high and
weighted average, and markets at which commodities are available. It also
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carries the name and telephone number of market managers to whom re-
quests for information may be directed or through whom purchases may be
arranged. By designating the market, the area of the State in which the
product can be obtained is identified. The expense of this publication is
paid by the auction markets on a prorated basis. Material included is
largely developed from weekly reports made by the market managers and
the composition is prepared by the Bureau staff.

Timely articles for the trade papers are prepared on various com-
modities in season. Reports on general conditions in New Jersey agriculture
are prepared for buyer-readers of the trade papers. The purpose is to keep
these buyers or potential buyers informed relative to New Jersey as a
source of available supplies.

Daily Potato Destinations Reporting

The only daily reporting activity performed by the Bureau at present
is that covering potato destinations. The report shows the daily volume of
shipments to receiving states. New Jersey shippers have a very wide distri-
bution and these reports include destinations ini 30 states. New Jersey led
in developing this type of report. It was started when truck transportation
became dominant. The United States Department of Agriculture reports at
that time carried only rail movement. Before the new idea was originated in
the Bureau, New Jersey dealers were in the dark as to shipments by all
dealers to certain markets. The information from these reports enables them
to plan their shipments with better knowledge of receipts. Long Island now
issues similar information which almost completes the picture of receipts in
the most intensive shipping season. New Jersey shippers who supply us
with the information are mailed a report by first-class mail as soon as it is
compiled. The information is made available to the United States Depart-
ment of Agricu