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DEP Advises Residents Statewide To Conserve Water In
Aftermath Of Storm

Trenton, NJ – The Department of Environmental Protection is strongly advising residents statewide to conserve water
in the wake of Hurricane Sandy because widespread power outages have forced many public and private water utilities
to use emergency generators to treat and pump water.

“Power companies are working hard to restore electricity to water utilities, but right now it’s impossible to say how long
these facilities will have to be operated on backup generators,” Commissioner Martin said. “Everyone must pitch in
immediately and take steps to reduce water consumption. Without conservation now, homes and businesses could find
themselves without water in the near future if backup generation fails. We need full and immediate cooperation.”

The DEP is currently assessing the extent to which water utilities are currently using backup power, however it
currently appears that most of the major water utilities in the state are currently using some degree of backup
generation. The DEP is in contact with water purveyors across New Jersey.

New Jersey American Water Co., the state’s largest private water company, has issued a statement urging all of its
customers statewide to conserve water indefinitely as many of the company’s facilities are operating on emergency
generators.

“We are working with the power companies to have power fully restored at all of our pumping stations and water
treatment plants, and ask that our customers discontinue non-essential water use until further notice,” said Stephen P.
Schmitt, vice president of operations for New Jersey American Water. “Voluntary water conservation reduces the
demand on the water system while it operates on backup power. We thank our customers in advance for their
cooperation in conserving water while power is being restored to their homes and to our facilities.”

In the aftermath of the storm, water service for New Jersey American Water customers has not been interrupted.

The DEP advises residents to adhere to the following:

Do not use water for any nonessential uses, such as watering of lawns and washing of cars.

Take showers instead of baths. Keep showers as short as possible.

Limit flushing of toilets, dishwashing and washing clothes.

Turn off the faucet when shaving and brushing teeth.

For those who have electrical service, run dishwashers and laundry washing machines only when they are full. If you
have a water-saver cycle, use it.

Check your toilet, faucets, and pipes for leaks and make repairs or shut off water valves to any faucets or toilets that
are leaking.

Use a broom or rake to clean up storm debris, including leaves or pine needles, rather than a hose.

Keep a supply of drinking water on hand sufficient to last several days.

 

###

www.ready.nj.gov

www.nj.gov/governor/

with Social Media
Stay Connected

with Email Alerts
Stay Connected

Tuesday, October 30, 2012 Tags: Hurricane Sandy

Home Newsroom Media Administration NJ's Priorities Contact Us

Press Releases Public Addresses Executive Orders Press Kit Reports

Search All of NJ   

NJ Home Services A to Z Departments/Agencies FAQs
Home

http://nj.gov/governor/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552012/approved/news_archive.html
http://www.ready.nj.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/governor/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552016/approved/rss.xml
http://www.facebook.com/GovChrisChristie
http://www.youtube.com/GovChristie
http://twitter.com/GovChristie
http://scribd.com/govchristie
http://livestream.com/GovChristie
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552012/approved/includes/result.shtml?cat=hurr
http://nj.gov/governor/index.shtml
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/media/
http://nj.gov/governor/admin/
http://nj.gov/governor/priorities/edu/index.html
http://nj.gov/governor/contact/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses/
http://nj.gov/infobank/circular/eoindex.htm
http://nj.gov/governor/news/press
http://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/2010/approved/reports_archive.html
http://www.nj.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
http://www.nj.gov/faqs/
http://nj.gov/governor/


1/4/2018 Office of the Governor | Newsroom

http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552012/approved/20121030l.html 2/2

Contact Us Privacy Notice Legal Statement & Disclaimers Accessibility Statement| | | |
Statewide: NJ Home | Services A to Z | Departments/Agencies | FAQs

 Office of the Governor: Home | Newsroom | Media | Administration | NJ's Priorities | Contact Us 
 

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2018 
Office of the Governor

 PO Box 001 
 Trenton, NJ 08625

 609-292-6000

http://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
http://www.nj.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/deptserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/faqs/
http://nj.gov/governor/index.shtml
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/media/
http://nj.gov/governor/admin/
http://nj.gov/governor/priorities/edu/
http://nj.gov/governor/contact/
http://nj.gov/opra/

