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Overview
The Route 72 Causeway in Ocean County, New Jersey connects Long Beach Island with the mainland, carrying traffic over the
Intracoastal Waterway on the Manahawkin Bay Bridge and three trestle bridges. It is located in Stafford Township and Ship Bottom
Borough. Major improvements are needed to maintain this vital lifeline for Long Beach Island residents and visitors. The Route 72
Manahawkin Bay Bridges Project involves the construction of a new structure parallel to and south of the existing Manahawkin Bay
Bridge, rehabilitation of the existing Manahawkin Bay Bridge, and the rehabilitation of three trestle bridges over Hilliards Thorofare,
East Thorofare, and West Thorofare. Other planned improvements include:

A six-foot sidewalk on the westbound (north) side of Route 72, with connections to communities and
points of interest on the south side of the roadway;
Bicycle accommodations, including wider outside shoulders on the twin Manahawkin Bay Bridges and
six-foot bike lanes on the trestle bridges;
Improvements to the intersection of Route 72 and Marsha Drive in Stafford Township to alleviate
seasonal traffic delays; and
Intersection improvements in Ship Bottom, designed to improve traffic flow for both north/south traffic
on Long Beach Island and along 8th and 9th Streets, and drainage improvements to improve access
during heavy rainfalls and high tides.
Environmental mitigations including wetland creation, mitigation for freshwater wetlands and retrofit of
two existing stormwater basins within the Barnegat Bay watershed and public access improvements.

Initially a Feasibility Assessment was completed in 2007 to evaluate a variety of alternatives. During the
Preliminary Design Phase, an Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared for this project and the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) has approved a Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI) (pdf 683k). The
project has avoided environmental impacts to the maximum extent practicable, however, some mitigation will
still be required. A mitigation plan was developed in coordination with regulatory agencies during the
permitting phase of the project. The project also provides opportunities for the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT)
to improve public access to the waterfront, including areas for fishing and crabbing. The "String of Pearls" lighting formerly seen on
the existing Manahawkin Bay Bridge at night will be replicated on the outside of both the existing and new Manahawkin Bay Bridges
using current technology to improve reliability, but these lights will not be visible from the roadway. Highway lighting poles utilizing
Light Emitting Diode (LED) technology have been provided to light the roadway.

The "String of Pearls" lighting as it once looked on the Manahawkin Bay Bridge.

The project is currently in Construction Phase. The New Manahawkin Bay Bridge construction contract was awarded on April 24,
2013 with construction activities beginning May 3, 2013 and completed in July 2016. Rehabilitation of the trestle bridges began on
February 7, 2015 and was completed on October 2, 2019. Rehabilitation of the existing Manahawkin Bay Bridge began in November,
2016 and was substantially complete in November 2019.
The wildlife refuge completed construction in October of 2017. Construction for the traffic, drainage and pedestrian improvements
in Ship Bottom are anticipated to begin in February 2021. This contract was awarded in November 2020 and anticipated to be
completed in December 2024.

https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/roads/rte72manahawkinbaybridges/maps.shtm#projectarea
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/roads/rte72manahawkinbaybridges/improvements.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/roads/rte72manahawkinbaybridges/ea.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/roads/rte72manahawkinbaybridges/pdf/fonsi09162011.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/roads/rte72manahawkinbaybridges/pdphase.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/
http://www.youtube.com/NJDeptTransportation
https://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyDOT/
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDOT


https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/
http://www.youtube.com/NJDeptTransportation
https://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyDOT/
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDOT


NJDOT

About NJDOT

About - Home

Contact Us (NJDOT)
Asset Management

Commissioner of Transportation

Commitment to Communities

Directions

Directory

Employment Opportunities

Executive Staff

Highway Safety

Inspector General

Mission Statement

Organization Chart

News Releases

NJDOT 50th Anniversary

Publications

Statutory Authority/Rules & Regulations

Videos, YouTube

Winter Readiness

Stormwater Management Training Videos

Capital Program

Capital Program - Home

Annual Obligation Reports

Annual Transportation Capital Program (Public Law 2013, Chapter 252)
Capital Program Documents

Capital Project Delivery

Electronic Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 2022 - 2031
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 2022 -2031
Transportation Capital Program 2023
Transportation Trust Fund Authority

STIP Archives

Community Programs

Community Programs - Home

Clean Up NJ!
Context Sensitive Design

Local Aid and Economic Development/Grants

Public Meetings

Safe Routes to School/Grants

Scenic Byways

Transit Village Initiative

Doing Business

Doing Business - HOME
AASHTOWare Project Software

Americans with Disabilities / Section 504
Audit

Awarded Projects

Before You Dig

Capital Project Delivery

Civil Rights Affirmative Action

Design Services

Directory

Inspector General

Intelligent Transportation Systems

Local Aid & EconomicDevelopment / Grants

Mobility and Systems Engineering

NonProfit Information

Outdoor Advertising

Permits Information

Highway Access Permits

Highway Occupancy Permits

TV & Film Production HOP
Wireless Permits

Planned Advertisements(six-months)
Procurement

Research and Innovation

Right of Way

Food, Gas, Lodging and Tourism Signs

Traffic Camera Video Log Request

Vendor Help

Engineering

Engineering - Home

Announcements

Construction and Materials

Design

Drawings

Electrical

Forms

Markout Requests

Manuals

Operations

Permits and Licenses

Policy

Procedures

Projects

Specifications

Superseded

Vendor/Contractor Assistance

In the Works

In the Works - Home

Freight Planning

Liberty Corridor

Long Range Transportation Plan

Maritime Pilot & Docking Commission

Maritime Resources

Our Projects & the Environment

Multimodal/Freight

Freight, Air and Water - Home

Aviation

Fixed Guideway

Freight Planning

Liberty Corridor

Maritime Pilot & Docking Commission

Maritime Resources

Multimodal Grants and Programs

Rail

Trucking

NJCommuter

Traveler Info - Home

511 NJ Travel Info

Aviation

Biking in New Jersey

Bus & Train Schedules

Cameras

Complete Streets

Construction Updates

Drawbridge Schedules

Motorist Assistance

Pedestrian Safety

Pothole / Maintenance

Reporting

Ridesharing

References

Reference - Home

Crash Records

CADD Support

County Road Sidewalk Inventory

Geographic Information Systems

Information Technology

Long Range Transportation Plan

Open Public Records Act

Research and Innovation

Research Library

Roadway Information & Traffic

https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/contact/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/asset/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/commissioner/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/townhall/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/directions/headquarters.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/directory/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/employ/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/commissioner/staff.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/safety/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/inspectorgeneral/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/mission.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/pdf/Orgchart.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/press/index_archive.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/50thanniversary/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/publicat/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/rules/
https://www.youtube.com/NJDeptTransportation
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/winter/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/Stormwater
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/obligation/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/tcplaw/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/cpd/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/pd/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/estip/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/stip2231/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/tcp23/
http://www.state.nj.us/ttfa/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/stip_archive/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/community/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/community/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/community/cleanupnj/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/CSD/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/community/meetings/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/community/srts/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/community/scenic/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/community/village/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/aashtoware/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/ada/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/audit/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/procurement/ConstrServ/awards20.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/before_you_dig/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/capital/pd/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/civilrights/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/directory/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/inspectorgeneral/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/elec/ITS/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/localaid/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/elec/ITS/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/npgrants/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/epermits/oda/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/epermits/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/accessmgt/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/Highwayoccupancypermits/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/Highwayoccupancypermits/pdf/Film_Permit_Process.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/wireless/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/procurement/ConstrServ/PlannedAdv/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/procurement/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/research/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/row/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/signs/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/procurement/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/research/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/row/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/signs/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/videolog/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/vendorhelp/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Announcements
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Construction
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Design
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Drawings
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Electrical
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Forms
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/elec/ITS/requests.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Manuals
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Operations
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#PermitsLicenses
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Policy
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Procedures
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Projects
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Specifications
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#Superseded
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/#VendorContractor
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/plan/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/libertycorridor/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/njchoices/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/maritimepilot/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/maritime/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/environment/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/aviation/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/guideway/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/plan/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/libertycorridor/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/maritimepilot/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/maritime/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/multimodal/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/rail/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/trucking/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/
https://511nj.org/home
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/freight/aviation/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/bike/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/trainbus/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/traffic/cameras/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/completestreets/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/roads/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/drawbridge/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/motoristassistance/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/pedsafety/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/potholeform.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/commuter/rideshare/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/accident/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/eng/CADD/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/countysidewalks/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/gis/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/IT/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/works/njchoices/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/opra/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/research/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/research/library/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/roadway/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/
http://www.youtube.com/NJDeptTransportation
https://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyDOT/
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDOT


Last updated date: January 12, 2021 9:34 AM

Monitoring System Program

Roadway Videolog

Soil Borings

Statutory Authority/Rules & Regulations

Straight Line Diagrams

Traffic Camera Video Log Request

Traffic Regulations

Helpful Links

Community Links

Commuter Links

Construction Links

Engineering Links

Planning Links

Reference Links

HR NeoGov

Site Map

Statewide

Governor Phil Murphy

Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver

NJ Home

Services A to Z
Departments/Agencies

FAQs

Contact Us

Privacy Notice

Legal Statement & Disclaimers

Accessibility Statement

  
Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2022

Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 600

Trenton, NJ 08625-0600
Office of Community Relations

609-963-1982

https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/roadway/
https://njsld.org/NJDOT/SLD/VideoLog/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/geologic/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/rules/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/sldiag/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/business/videolog/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/traffic_orders/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Community
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Commuter
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Construction
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Engineering
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Planning
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Reference
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/neogov/neogov_links.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/site_map.shtml
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Community
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Commuter
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Construction
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Engineering
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Planning
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/helpfullinks/#Reference
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/neogov/neogov_links.shtm
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/refdata/site_map.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://nj.gov/transparency/
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
http://www.youtube.com/NJDeptTransportation
https://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyDOT/
https://twitter.com/NJDOT_info/
https://nj.gov/it/
https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/
http://www.youtube.com/NJDeptTransportation
https://www.facebook.com/NewJerseyDOT/
https://twitter.com/NewJerseyDOT

