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REPORT OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Trenton, November, 23, 1872.

To the Honorable the Senate and General Assembly of the State of

j\ew Jersey :

As by law directed, the State Board of Education have the honor

to present to the Legislature their report for the past year.

The liberal provision made for the maintenance of public schools

throughout the State, rendering them entirely free and accessible to

all children between tho ages of five and eighteen years, and the

grants to the Normal School for its support and improvement, are

working most happily for the cause of public school education.

That this statement is strictly accurate, the accompanying report of

the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the report of the

Trustees of the Normal Schools, do fully show.

There has been a large increase in the number of pupils attending

the public schools, and we may safely infer from the absence of all

complaint, that our school machinery is working to the satisfaction

of the entire community.
In the report of the State Superintendent, there will be found a

full account of the condition of the schools, and of the manner in

which the funds for their support are collected and disbursed, show-
ing that every possible care is taken to secure a proper collection,

and also a proper distribution of these funds.

The report of the Trustees of the State Normal School shows that

this institution is in a very flourishing condition, and that it is

deserving of all the aid which it receives from the State.

The Board of Education is fully persuaded that this school pro-

mises to be of still greater benefit to the cause of popular education

in the future than it has been in the past—although for some years

it has deservedly ranked among the foremost schools of the kind in

our country. The highest interest and permanent welfare of the

State will be consulted, by making the amplest provision for the pro-

per care, oversight and accommodation of the pupils, as well as for

a liberal compensation to the teachers,

A very desirable improvement would be the erection of a lodging

and boarding house for the young men attending the Normal School,
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similar in its arrangements to the house provided for the young
ladies.

The additional grant by the Legislature of $5,000 last year,

enabled the Trustees of the Normal School to strengthen their corps

of teachers, by the addition of one or two valuable and necessary

assistants; and to secure the continuance in their respective posi-

tions of several others, in every respect competent, by a small

increase of their compensation, and also to meet sundry other neces-

sary expenses, as is made more fully to appear in the report of the

principal of the school.

In the opinion of the principal and the trustees of the Xormal
School, some further action by the Legislature is requisite in refer-

ence to the subject of scholarships, for which provision was made last

year : and the Board of Education would respectfully unite with the

trustees of the Normal School in calling attention to this matter.

The provisions of the law making the public schools entirely free,

have added to the labors of the State Superintendent of Public

Instruction, and as his valuable services, apart from these additional

labors, have been but moderately remunerated, the JBoard of Educa-

tion respectfully ask the Legislature to consider the propriety of

increasing his salary.

JOEL PARKER, President.



REPORT OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT.

Department of Public Instruction,

Trenton, N. J., November 7, 1872.

To the Honorable the Members oj the State Board of Education :

Gentlemen :—In obedience to the requirements of the school law,

I have the honor to present to you the following report of the work-
ings of the public school system of the State of New Jersey, for the

school year ending August 31st, 1872.

The following is a brief summary of the amount of money received

from the various sources named and appropriated to the support of

public schools

:

Two mill tax appropriated by the State, - - • $1,168,803 08
Additional State appropriation, .... 100,000 00
Township school tax, - 44,467 91

Surplus revenue, 31,654 92
District and city school tax for teachers' salaries, - 331,673 81

Total amount set apart for the support of

schools, - - $1,676,599 72

District and city school tax for building and repair-

ing school houses, 586,470 58

Total amount for all school purposes, - - $2,263,070 30

Total value of school property in the State, - $i,966,788 00
Total census of children between 5 and 18 years of age, 279,149

In the following table a general summary of statistics for this

year is given and compared with similar statistics of last year :
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.

KEVEXUE.

Two mill tax
State appropriation
Township school tax
Surplus revenue
District and city tax for teachers' salaries
District and city tax for building school houses..

Total appropriation
Value of school property

ATTENDANCE.

Total school census between 5 and 13 years of age..

Total em-ollment in the public schools
Number attending public school 10 months
Number attending between s and li) mouths
Number attending between and s montlis
Number attending between 4 and G months
Number attending less than 4 months
Average attendance upon the public schools
Number of childi-en the public schools will seat...,

Number in attendance upon private schoo's ,

Number who attended no school

Si.noT,

IWJ,

49.

39,

4i;

2,302.

4,216,

LSI 72
(Kin m
,779 17
993 50
,686 09
,400 20
,.",40 6.S

99S 00

PERCENTAGE OF ATTENDANCE.
i

Percentage attending 10 months
j

Percentage attending between sand lo months I

Percentage attending between 6 and ,S mouths
|

Percentage attending between 4 and 6 montlis
Percentage attending less than 4 months

|

Percentage of average attendance
Percentage attending the public schools
Percentage attending the private schools
Percentage attending no school
Percentage of the census the schools will accommodate]

SCHOOL TEKHS.
I

Number of districts that maintained schools less than
6 months „

Number that maintained schools 6 months but less than
9 months

Number that maintained school 9 months or more
Average time the schools have been kept open

265,9.'>S

169,430
15,9.J9

23.227
2S,212
aj,S2J
(•.a,91.i

66.812
141,5S9
30,106
62,7 IS

TEACHERS.

S mos.lsdays

Number of male teachers
Number of female teachers..

SALARY.

Average salary per month paid to male teachers...
Average salary per month paid to female teachers

TOWNSHIP SCHOOL TAX.

Number of townships that raised school tax
Number of townships that raised no school tax

DISTRICT SCHOOL TAX.

Number of districts that raised school tax
Number of districts that raised no school tax
Number of districts that raised tax to build school
houses

Number of districts that raised tax to pay teachers'
salaries

9.52

1979

S57 34
32 43

49
1S3

492
&9i

COST OF EDUCATION.

Average cost per pupil calculated on average attend-
ance

Average cost per pupil calculated on total school cen-
sus

819 35

6 40

Si,i6.?,so3 as
100,000 eo
44,467 91
31,654 92

331,673 81
556,470 58

2,263,06S 30
4,966,788 00

279,149
178,S26
14,926
2.5,389

31,561
35,407
71,078
99,444

155,1.57

35,305
63,330

.09

.14

.18

.20

.39

.55

.65

.12

.23

13S
1195

9 mos. 10 days

955
2120

862 11

34 66

42
1*8

491
887

419

162

SlO 29

5 S3

INCEEASE OE DECKEASE

$71,321 36 increase

5,311 26 decrease
8,338 58 decrease

86,012 28 decrease
10,929 62 decrease
39,272 38 decrease
719,790 00 increase

l.'!,191

9,396
1,033
2,162
3,349
417

5,163
12,632
13,567
5,199
612

increase
increase
decrease
increase
increase
decrease
increase
increase
increase
increase
increase

.01 increase
.01 decrease

.01 increase

.01 decrease

.02 increase

12 days increase

St 77 increase
2 23 increase

7 decrease
5 increase

1 decrease
11 decrease

53 56 decrease

52 decrease



SCHOOL REPORT.

SUMAURY OF STATISTICS.

TEACHEKS' CERTIFICATES GEANTED.

First Grade.

Second Grade.

Third Grade.

Number granted to malea....
Number granted to foinales..
Number granted to males....
Number granted to females..

/ Number granted to males.,

l Number granted to females..
Total number granti'd to males..
Total number granted to females
Total number granted
Total nunilier of applicantg rejected
Per cent, rejected out of the number examined

SCHOOL DISTBICTS, HOUSES, ETC,

Number of townships and cities
Numbir of school districts
Number of school biiildinifs

Number of school dep.artments
Number of new school houses erected
Number ofhouses refurnished or remodeled -

Number of unsectariau private schools
Number of sectarian private schools
Number of school visits made by the county superin-
tendents

Average
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number
Number

DISTRICT SCHOOL CENSUS.

number of children in the districts
of districts with less than 4rt children.,
having between 4.') and 8() children
having between l?0 and 120 children....
having between 120 and 2u0 children...
having between 200 and .oOO children.

.

having more than 500 children

OUTHOUSES.

Number of school houses with suitable outhouses..
Number with indifferent outhouses
Number with no outhouses

VALUATION OF SCHOOL PROPERTY.

Numberof districts without school houses
Number of buildings valued at SIOO or less

Number valued between SlOO and S.^00

Number valmed between $.MjO and $1,000
Number valued between $I,0O0 and $5.00o
Number valued between S.'i.OOO and $10,000
Number valued between $!O,00O and §20,000
Number valued above $20,000
Average value of school houses outside the cities....

Average value, including those in the cities

CONDITION OF SCHOOL PROPERTY.

Number of districts in which the school houses are very
poor.

Number in which they are poor
Number in which they are medium
Numtier in which they are good
Number in which they are verj" good.

49
IS
57
:ni

741
o6»
817
1386
212
.15

247
1390
U7t)
24f>2

82
84

357
US

2S7G

1.^5

133
5(3
382
187

94.-.

42.'!

133

SI,922
2,495

ITS
2.1,-)

267
420
208

54
27
71
70

5<iS

876
t)33

973
10O6
287
.15

2 IS

1378
U,<rt

2597
85
99

3.57

147

140
103
.'564

363
198
94
5t

1117
259
110

52
69

4:i6

370
448
a3
41
56

165
171
265
4.52

273

INCREASE OR DECREASE

:> increase
9 increase

14 increase
12 increase
4.5 increase
135 increase
64 increase
136 increase
220 increase
75 increase

"1 increase
12 decrease
10 increase

135 increase
3 increase
5 increase

29 increase

530 increase

2 increase
30 decrease
21 increase
17 decrease
11 increase

3 increase

172 increase
164 decrease
23 decrease

10 decrease
1 decrease

56 decrease
9 decrease

73 increase
1 increase

11 increase
1 increase

13 decrease
84 decrease
2 decrease

.32 increase
65 increase

FREE school;?.

The free school law of New Jersey went into operation the first of
September, 1871. During the year for which this report is ren-
dered, therefore, all the children of this State have had an opportu-
nity of attending school free of charge. The results of the first year's
experience under the workings of this law are most gratifying.

There has been a liberal increase in the salaries paid to teachers,
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and the time the schools have been kept open has been considerably

increased. There is a stability given to our system by this act

which it never before had. When our schools depended upon the

township tax for their support, the question whether they should be
continued or closed depended every year upon the vote given at the

town meeting. Consequently there was an annual recurrence of

anxiety felt by the friends of the schools, lest sufficient funds would
not be voted for their support. Now the tax is assessed and col-

lected by State authority, and every district has an assurance that

it will receive an apportionment sufficient to maintain a free school

a reasonable length of time during the year, and every child can

secure a good public school education by simply availing itself of the

privileges gratuitously off"ered.

The law gives general satisfaction. It is popular in all parts of

the State. The unanimity with which the bill passed the Legisla-

ture was most gratifying to its friends, but far more gratifying has

been the hearty indorsement given it by the people.

RETEXUE—(See table 1).

The two mill tax this year amounts to $1,168,803.08, being $71,-

321.36 more than it was last year. This sum added to the $35,000
derived from the school fund, and the $65,000 derived from the

revenue of the State, makes a total of $1,268,803.08 appropriated by
the State for public school purposes. This, when apportioned,

amounts to $4.77 per child of the school census. Last year the

amount apportioned per child was $4.63. The schools this year,

therefore, will receive fourteen cents per child from the State more
than they did last year.

The amount of township school tax voted this year is $44,467.91
against $49,779.17 voted last year, being a decrease of $5,311.26.
The district and city tax voted to pay teachers' salaries amounts to

$331,673.81, being $86,012.28 less than the amount voted last year
for the same purpose. The total decrease in township and district

taxes voted for the payment of teachers' salaries amounts to $91,-

323.54. This decrease, however, is nearly balanced by the increase
in the State appropriation.

This decrease in the amount of local school taxes is no evidence
of any decrease in the interest taken in public schools. Last year
a change was made in the fiscal school year ; instead of its com-
mencing on the first of March, as had been the custom, it was made
to commence on the first of the following September, in order that it

might coincide with the school year. In consequence of this change
the fiscal school year, for which the moneys reported last year were
used, extended from the first of April, 1870, to the first of September,
1872, making one year and five months. We have now but one year
to provide for, and consequently not so much money is needed. It

is believed that the money set apart for school purposes this year
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will be sufficient to enable nearly all the districts in the State to

continue their schools nine months, the time prescribed in the law.

THE SCHOOL FUNDS, THEIR COLLECTION AND APPORTIONMENT.

The schools of New Jersey are supported by funds derived from

the following sources :

1. The two mill State school tax.

2. The interest derived from the school fund, amounting to $35,000

annually.

3. An additional appropriation of $65,000 derived from the reve-

nue of the State.

4. The interest of the surplus revenue.

5. Township school taxes.

6. District and city school taxes.

All the money used for school purposes is derived from one or

more of the above enumerated sources. As a matter of information,

I propose to trace the course through which these funds pass from

their respective sources to their final disbursement.

1. THE TWO MILL STATE SCHOOL TAX.

This tax is assessed, levied and collected in accordance with the

provisions of the first section of the free school law.

In tracing this fund from its origin to its final destination, specific

reference will be made to the sum ordered to be raised this year,

amounting to 81,168,803.08. This is the amount derived from the

tax of two mills on each dollar of the real and personal property in

the State, as reported by the several county boards of assessors, and

given in the Comptroller's report for 1871. The amount of taxable

property returned for each county is shown in the following table :

Counties.
'

Valuation,

Atlantic, $4,425,667

Bergen, 26,269,836

Burlington, 28,415,146

Camden, 18,793,775

Cape Mav, 3,700,000

Cumberland, ll,603,0t)0

Essex, 112,042.000

Gloucester, 14,656,041

Hudson, 101,049,284

Hunterdon, 26,682,409

Mercer, 31,879,630

Middlesex, 22,837,000

Monmouth, 27,598,582
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Counties.

Morris,

Ocean,

Passaic,

Salem,

Somerset,

Sussex,

Union,
Warren

,

Total,

25,147.730

4,420,846

28,056,824

14,750,633

16,074,330
16,240,960
26,861,(^00

22,896,847

$584,401,540

On the basis of the above returns, the Comptroller, on or before

the first of last May, sent to each county collector a statement of the

amount of school tax required from his county. The following table

shows the amount thus determined for each county

:

Counties.
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When collected by the townehip and ward collectors, it was paid

over to the several county collectors, and by them to the Htato

Treasurer. Thus, in the apportionment of this tax for assessment,

the State Comptroller determines the amount to be assessed in each

county, and the several county boards of assessors determine the

amounts to be assessed in the townships and wards in their respec-

tive counties.

In its collection it passes from the taxpayers to the township and
ward collectors, and from them to the county collectors, and finally

from the county collectors to the State Treasurer. The amount
assessed and collected this year is due the State Treasurer on or

before the first of January, 1873.

Plaving explained the manner of apportioning this tax for collec-

tion, and having also traced the official hands through which it passes

from the taxpayer to the State Treasurer, we will proceed to explain

the manner of its distribution.

This tax being based on the ratables of last year, its amount was
known last January, or one year before its collection. This enabled

us to determine the amount each county, township and district would
receive in its distribution long before it was available. Accordingly
last January this sura of $1,168,803.08 was apportioned to the several

counties of the State on the basis of last year's school census. The
following is a copy of that apportionment.

Counties.

Atlantic,

Bergen, ... -

Burlington, . - - .

Camden, - - - -

Cape May, - . . .

Cumberland,
Essex, . . . -

Gloucester,

Hudson, - - - .

Hunterdon,
Mercer, ....
Middlesex,

Monmouth,
Morris,

Ocean, ....
Passaic,

Salem, ....
Somerset,

Sussex, ....
Union,
Warren, ....

Total, . - -

No. of children according
to school census of 1S71.
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A copy of the above apportionment -was sent to each county super-

intendent, and they apportioned the sums due their respective coun-

ties to the townships and districts. This last apportionment, like

that to the counties, was made on the basis of last year's census.

This entire apportionment is given in the statistical tables accom-
panying this report. The reason of its being made so long before

the money was ready for distribution, was for the purpose of enabling

the county superintendents to determine what additional amounts, if

any, would be needed to be raised by their respective townships, in

time to have the same voted at the town meeting held in the spring.

By this means the State school tax and the additional township tax

that may be ordered, are assessed and collected at the same time.

After the apportionment of this sum to the counties and districts

as explained, it is distributed as follows :

On or before the tenth of January, 1873, my orders will be issued on
the Comptroller of the Treasury, and in favor of the county collec-

tors, for the sums apportioned to their respective counties. On these

orders the State Treasurer will pay the several sums due the coun-

ties to the county collectors, taking their receipts therefor. The
money, if received by the Treasurer promptly at the time specified

in the law, remains in his custody but about ten days. Nor does it

remain any length of time in the hands of the county collectors, for

immediately upon its receipt they are required to pay it over to the

township collectors and city treasurers on orders issued by the county

superintendents. Every dollar of the school money that is paid into

the State Treasury on the first of January, therefore, is in the hands
of the township collectors and city treasurers on or before the first

of February following, in whose hands it remains until paid out on
the orders of the trustees.

2. THE INTEREST OF THE SCHOOL FUND.

This fund was first created by an act of the Legislature, approved
February 9, 1816. This act directed the Treasurer of the State to

invest in the public six per cent, stocks of the United States the sum
of $15,000 arising from dividends on securities then held by the

State. This fund has been increased from time to time by subse-

quent legislation. At present it amounts to $792,190.77. The Con-
stitution of the State provides that this fund shall be securely

invested and remain a perpetual fund, and that the income arising

therefrom shall be annually appropriated to the support of public

schools. This fund is in the custody of a Board of Trustees, con-

sisting of the Governor of the State, the President of the Senate,

the Speaker of the House of Assembly, the Attorney General, the

Secretary of State and the Comptroller, and all investments are

made by them.

It is only the interest of this fund that can be appropriated to

schools, and the amount of the income that can be thus used is deter-
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mined by act of the Legislature. As the fund and the interest arising

therefrom increases, the Legislature, from time to time, increases the

amount of the annual appropriation. The sum now annually appro-

priated is $35,000. All the interest received in excess of this appro-

priation is added to the principal. The apportionment and payment
of this $35,000 will be explained in connection with the State appro-

priation of $65,000.

3. THE STATE APPROPRIATION OP $65,000.

In addition to the $35,000 derived from the interest of the school

fund, the State makes an annual appropriation of $65,000. This
total sum of $100,000 is apportioned to the counties and paid to the

county collectors, on my orders, in precisely the same manner as the

two mill tax. The orders for this sum are issued sometime during
the month of October, annually. The further apportionment to the

townships and districts is made by the county superintendents, and
by them orders are given on the respective county collectors for the

payment of the fund to the township collectors and city treasurers.

These orders of the county superintendents are given immediately
after mine are issued. As soon, therefore, as the money is received

by the county collectors it is paid to the township collectors and city

treasurers, in whose custody it remains subject to the orders of the

school trustees. The following is a copy of this year's apportion-

ment of this fund to the counties

:

Counties.

Atlantic,

Bergen,
Burlington,

Camden,
Cape May,
Cumberland,
Essex, -

Gloucester,

Hudson,
Hunterdon,
Mercer,
Middlesex,

Monmouth,
Morris,

Ocean, -

Passaic,

Salem, -

Somerset, -

Sussex, -

Union,
Warren,

Total,

No. of Children ac-
cording to Scliool
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4. THE INTEREST OF THE SUEPLUS REVENUE.

During President Jackson's administration there was a surplus of

funds in the National Treasury. This money, by act of Congress,

approved June 23, 1836, was distributed among the several States.

The amount apportioned to this State was $761,670.44. This sum
was accepted by act of the Legislature, approved November 4, 1836.

By another act, approved March 10, 1837, this money was appor-

tioned to the several counties of the State in the ratio of the State

taxes paid by them at that time respectively. This money is subject

to recall at any time by the national government. Lt, therefore, is

only loaned to the counties, and must be paid back to the State in

case it is ever needed for the purpose of being refunded into the

Treasury of the United States. The Boards of Chosen Freeholders

in the several counties are the custodians of this iund. By them it

is loaned and the interest collected.

By the provisions of the act under which this distribution to the

counties was made, the money can be loaned only on bond and mort-

gage or other good and sufficient security. The act prohibits the

use of the fund for any other purpose whatsoever. By a further pro-

vision of the act the Boards of Chosen Freeholders are required to

publish annually, in one or more newspapers printed in their respec-

tive counties, a detailed statement of the manner in which this fund

has been loaned, the nature of the securities received and the rates

of interest, together with the amount of all costs and charges for

receiving, loaning, re-loaning and managing the same.

Notwithstanding these guarded provisions the principal of the

fund appears to have been used to pay county expenses in the coun-

ties of Atlantic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Middlesex, Passaic, Union
and Warren.
By the provisions of the seventy-seventh section of the school

law, the interest of this fund must be appropriated to school pur-

poses. In those counties where the principal still remains on loan

the interest is thus used, but in the counties where the principal has

been expended the schools no longer receive any of its benefits.

The interest derived from this fund in the counties where it still

exists amounts this year to $31,654.92. The apportionment of this

money to the schools is made by the county superintendent.

5. TOWNSHIP SCHOOL TAXES.

If in any township the funds received from the sources already

named are not sufficient to maintain free schools nine months during

the year, the school law requires that the supplemental amount needed
shall be raised by township tax. In accordance with this provision

forty-two townships out of the two hundred and thirty in the State

raised this year a greater or less sum by township tax for school

purposes. The total amount thus raised this year amounts to $44,-
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4G7.91. This is strictly a township fund. It is ordered at the

annual town meeting- and assessed and collected by the proper town-

ship officers. Its apportionment to the districts is made by the

county superintendents, but its only custodian is the township col-

lector. In his hands it remains until paid out on the proper orders

of the district trustees.

6. DISTRICT SCHOOL TAXES.

The funds already mentioned, can be used only to pay teachers'

salaries and fuel bills, excepting twenty dollars annually, which
each district is privileged to use for incidental school expenses. If

additional funds are needed for these or other purposes, they must be
raised by district tax. Section eighty of the school law, gives to

every district the privilege of ordering, by a vote of the people, the

levying of such a tax upon the property of the district as may be
required to purchase land for school purposes, to build or enlarge

the school house, or to defray other school expenses.

The district tax ordered this year, amounts to $918,144.39. This
sum includes the supplemental school tax raised in the cities. This
fund is not subject to apportionment. It remains in the township in

which is situated the district to which it belongs. It does not pass

under the control of any ofBcer or person outside of such district. Its

amount and mode of expenditure are determined by the inhabitants

or school authorities of the localities where it is ordered. The
township collector or city treasurer is its only custodian.

RECAPITULATION.

Thus it will be observed :

First.—That the apportionments of the State school tax iov col-

lection, are made by the State Comptroller and the several county
boards of township assessors on the basis of the taxable property.

Second.—That the apportionments of all school moneys for distri-

bution, d^YQ made by the State and County Superintendents oa the
basis of the school census.

Third.—That in the disbursement of school moneys tD the coun-
ties and townships, payments can be made only on the orders of the
State and County Superintendents.

Fourth.—That payments for services rendered or for materials
furnished, can only be made on the orders of the district trustees,

and that all such orders must be drawn in favor of the person to

whom the money is due ; and
Fifth.—That the only custodians of school moneys are the State

Treasurer, the county and township collectors, and the city treasurers.

A table of the apportionment of school moneys to the counties, as

soon as completed, is sent to each county superintendent and county
2
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collector. The further apportionment made to the townships and
districts in each county, is sent, in a printed form, to each township

collector and district clerk. Thus it will be observed that of the

school money raised in the State, amounting to upwards of one mil-

lion dollars, every dollar is apportioned to the districts, and becomes
subject to the orders of the trustees ; and every district clerk is

informed of the precise amount his district will receive for the year.

FINANCIAL REPORTS.

The township collectors,* as already explained, are responsible

.

for the safe keeping of all the school funds of the State, and also for

their proper disbursement to the various persons entitled to receive

the same. A portion of the funds passes througli the hands of the

State Treasurer and county collectors, but it does not remain with

them. They merely receive the moneys, and immediately pay them

out again in their course of collection or disbursement. With the

township collector it is different. lie holds the funds until they are

called for by order of the school trustees, drawn in favor of the

persons to whom the moneys are due. This may be for a year, or

even longer. When it is considered that the aggregate amount
received and disbursed by these officers exceeds two million dollars

annually, it is of the utmost importance to know that proper precau-

tions are taken for its safe keeping, and that all payments are made
in strict accordance with law. For the information of the people of

the State, who have a right of knowing how these funds are cared

for, I propose to explain what precautions against their misuse are

taken.

So far as the apportionment of all this money to the districts is

concerned, the utmost care is exercised. In the first place, in order

to insure accuracy in the taking of the school census of the districts,

upon the basis of which all the distribution of the funds is made, a

map, showing the exact bounds of each school district is being con-

structed for each county. In addition to this the bounds of each

district are being written out and described in full in books prepared

for that purpose. This work is now nearly completed for the

whole State. When done, each district clerk will be furnished with

a map of his own district, and also the written description of its

bounds ; each county superintendent will have a map and written

descriptions of all the districts in his county ; and the State Super-

intendent will have the same for all the districts in the State. After

the completion of this work, no mistakes need be made in the taking

of the school census by the district clerks on account of any igno-

rance as to what families are included in their respective districts.

In the taking of the census the name and age of each child, together

with the names of its parents or guardians, must be written out in

* In speaking of township collectors, it will be understood that city treasurers are always included.
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full, on blanks prepared for the purpose. As a further precaution

against error, each county superintendent is instructed to examine
carefully all the reports for the districts in his county, to see if any
of the names are duplicated, and in case the same names are found

on different reports, he is expected to make the proper corrections.

Having taken these precautions to insure accuracy in the taking

of the school census, the next important consideration is to know
that the apportionments are all correctly made. All the appor-

tionments to the counties are made by the State Superintendent, and
all those to the townships and districts are made by the county

superintendents, hence these officers alone are responsible for any
errors in this work. I have reason to believe that it is all done
with the utmost accuracy.

The moneys apportioned to the counties arc paid to the respective

county collectors only on the orders of the State Superintendent,

hence this officer has the means of knowing that every dollar appor-

tioned by him is paid to the officers entitled to receive the same.

All further apportionments made to the townships are paid to the

respective township collectors on the orders of the county superinten-

dent, and thus these officers have the means of knowing that all the

moneys received by the county collectors are paid to the township

collectors.

The third and final apportionment to the districts is also made by

the county superintendent, but he is not the officer by whom the

orders for this third payment are issued. These orders can only be

given by the school trustees. Each township collector is informed

of the exact amount apportioned to each district in his township

and each district clerk is informed of the precise amount his district

is entitled to. Thus every township collector knows just how much
he can pay to each district, and each clerk knows the precise amount
for which he can draw.

In order that the county superintendent may know that each dis-

trict receives the just amount to which it is entitled, and also that

the money is used in strict accordance with the requirements of the

law, the following plan of reporting has been adopted:

At the close of the school year in August, annually, each town-

ship collector reports to the county superintendent the amount of

money received for each district and the various sources from whence
received, and also the amount paid to each district and the purposes

for which the payments were made. The blank prepared for the pur-

pose on which this report is made is in the following form

:



20 SCHOOL BEPORT.

To- -, County Superintendent for

New Jersey, —

County:

5iV: I herewith submit the Financial r.eport of the School Districts of this Township for the school

year ending August 31, 187 -
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book prepared for the purpose. Thus is preserved a permanent
record of the linancial condition of every district as reported at the

end of each year. It is believed that every needed precaution is

exercised to prevent any misappropriation or unlawful use of the

school funds of the State.

ATTENDANCE—(Scc tablcs I. and V.)

The total school census this year is 279,149, being an increase

since last year of 13,191. The total attendance at the public schools

and the attendance for different periods of the year is shown in the

followino; tabular statement

:

Total enrollment in the public schools,

Number that attended 10 months,
" " " between 8 and 10 months,
u " " " G and 8 "

" " •' " 4 and 6 "
" " " less than 4 months,

Average attendance upon the public schools.

Number that attended pi ivate schools,
" " " no school, .

178,826
14,926
25,389

31,561

375,407
1,078

99,444
35,305

ted last year. The
ease is no f;;reater,

This attendance varies but little from thatrepor

total enrollment has increased 9,396, but this incr

comparatively, than the increase in the census.

In the following- table is given the per centage of attendance for

the different periods of the year :

Percentage of total census attending public school, . . .65
" " " " private " . . .12
" " " " no school, ... .23
'« of enrollment attending 10 months, . . .09
«• " " between 8 and 10 months, .14
" " " " 6 and 8 " . .18
" " " " 4 and 6 " .20
" » " less than 4 months, . .39
" of average attendance, .56

This exhibit of the percentage of attendance does not materially

differ from that given in last year's report. The same evils of irreg-

ular attendance then referred to still exist.

We are making reasonable and satisfactory progress in all matters

pertaining to the schools excepting this one. Except in rarei nstan-

ces, all the money needed for the maintenance of the schools is freely

voted ; the school terms are being gradually lengthened. Every
year more care is exercised in the selection of teachers, and better

salaries are paid them ; the school buildings are all the while being
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improved, and increased vigilance is exercised by school officers in

their work of supervision.

In the matter of attendance, however, we seem to be making no

advancement whatever. In our efforts to make our school system

productive of the greatest good, irregular attendance must be

regarded as the greatest obstacle we now have to contend with.

The total attendance is satisfactory. Seventy-seven per cent, of

the school census are reported as having attended either a public or

a private school some portion of the year, leaving but twenty-three

per cent, who have attended no school; this twenty-three per

cent., as explained last year, includes many children between

five and seven years of age, who are kept at home because they are

considered by their parents too young to attend school. It also

includes many who are between fifteen and eighteen years of age,

whose school days are ended, and who have probably acquired a fair

public school education. The school census includes all children

between five and eighteen years of age, whereas the usual range of

ages of those who attend school is from seven to fifteen years. If

this fact is taken into consideration, the total attendance at school

appears to be as great as we can reasonably expect. The evil,

therefore, of which we speak, is not absenteeism, but irregularity of

attendance.

While the schools have been kept open an average of nine and

one-half months, the attendance during that period has been only

nine per cent, of the total number enrolled, and thirty-nine percent.,

or more than one-third of this enrollment, were in attendance less

than four months. In considering the magnitude of this evil it must

be remembered that it does not all fall upon those who absent them-

selves. A portion of it is sustained by those who are regular in

their attendance. Classes, to make the greatest progress, must be

kept together. If out of a certain class one-fourth are absent a week,

those absentees, when they return, are behind the class equal to one

week's work. In order that the class may get even again, not only

will those who were absent be urged to extra labor, but those who
were present will be kept back for a time. Until the lost ground is

recovered, the regular pupils will not make their usual progress.

Where a greater or less number of pupils in a school are absent

every day, the classes are continually more or less disorganized.

It matters not for what object the people pay their money, they

wish the greatest returns possible for their outlay. If because of

irregular attendance our schools do not reach the degree of efficiency

they should, it concerns the taxpayer to know if there is not a remedy
for the evil. It costs just as much to maintain our schools with a

third of the scholars absent every day, as it would were they all

present. The whole number of enrolled pupils must find accommo-
dations in case they all should be present. Sufficient teaching force

must be provided for all of them. The expenses are not lessened by
the accidental absence of one portion of them to-day and another



SCHOOL REPORT. 23

portion of them to-morrow. Irregular attendance, therefore, "wliile

it does very materially interfere with the progress of the schools,

does not lessen the expenses incurred in maintaining them. So long

as the full expenses are incurred, full benefits should be received.

The taxpayer has the right of demanding this much. It, therefore,

is of the highest importance that every effort shall be put forth by
parents, educators and school officers, to make more regular and
constant the attendance upon our public schools.

ANNUAL SCHOOL TEEM—(See table Y
.)

The school law requires that every district shall maintain a school

absolutely free to ail children between five and eighteen years of

age, residing within the district, for a period of at least nine months
in each year. By a failure to comply with this condition, except
where good and sufficient reasons are given for such failure, the

district forfeits its claim to any share of the school money coming
from the State.

This prescribed length of time is greater than that prescribed in

any other State. Notwithstanding this fact, very few of the districts

have failed to comply with this requirement. In this particular the

exhibit made this year is more favorable than ever before presented.

The average length of time the schools have been kept open during
the year is nine months and ten days. This is twelve days longer
than the average time last year, and makes our school term consid-

erably longer than that in any other State. It is more than a month
longer than the average school term in any of the New England,
Middle or Western States.

Out of the 1,378 districts in the State 1,195, or eighty-seven per
cent, of the whole, sustained their schools the full time required by
law; of the remaining districts, 138, or ten per cent, of the whole,
maintained schools six months or more during the year ; leaving only
forty-fi\re districts, or three per cent of the whole, that maintained
schools less than six months. From nearly all of these 183 districts,

good and satisfactory reasons for their failure to continue their

schools the time prescribed, have been received, and the money
apportioned to them has not been withheld. In many of them their

school houses have been undergoing repairs, or new ones have been
in the course of erection.

TEACHERS AND TEACHERS' WAGES.—(ScO table I.)

The number of male teachers employed in the State is 955, being
an increase of only three since last year. The number of female
teachers is 2,120, being an increase since last year of 141. In the
following table is given the monthly salary paid to male and female
teachers this year and last

:

1S71. 1S72.

To male teachers, - - - - - $57 34 $62 11
To female teachers, .... . 32 43 34 66
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The increase in the monthly salary to males has been $4.77 ; to

females, $2.23. This is equivalent to an annual increase of $i7.70

to males, and of $22.30 to females. Excepting California, no State

pays her female teachers so liberally as New Jersey, and only in the

States of California, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, do the male

teachers receive as much as in this State.

COST OF PUBLIC EDUCATION.—(ScC table VIII).

The expense of maintaining the public schools of the State for

nine months during the year, amounts to $5.88 per child of the entire

school census, or $16.29 per child of the average attendance. In

this estimate of expenses, only teachers' salaries, fuel bills, and the

amount allowed by law for incidentals, are included. The expense

per child of the school census in the several counties, range from

$4.60 to $7.70. The range in the expenses, calculated on the basis

of average attendance, is from $10.50 to $25 per child. The expenses

of maintaining the schools are the heaviest in the counties having

the larger cities.

teachers' certificates.— (See table IX).

The county boards of examiners have held four examinations of

teachers during the year ; the first in November ; the second in Feb-

ruary ; the third in May; and the fourth in August. The certificates

issued at these examinations are of three grades ; the first is good

for three years ; the second for two years ; and the third for one

year.

Of the first grade there were issued fifty-four to males, and twenty-

seven to females; of the second, seventy-one to males, and seventy

to females; and of the third, 508 to males, and 876 to females,

making a total of 633 to males, and 973 to females, or 1,606 in all.

The increase in the total number issued this year over that of last

year is 220, or fourteen of the first grade ; twenty-six of the second;

and one hundred and eighty of the third.

The total number of applicants who failed to secure certificates on

account of their inability to pass the prescribed examination this

year, was 287, or seventy-five greater than the number last year.

The whole number of failures was fifteen per cent, of the total

number examined.
The percentage of failures in Burlington and Middlesex counties

was thirty-three; in Camden, thirty; in Cumberland, twenty-six; in

Essex, twenty-three; in Ocean, twenty-one; in Warren, eighteen;

in Mercer, fourteen ; in Bergen, thirteen; in Morris and Sussex,

twelve ; in Passaic, eleven ; in Hudson and Salem, ten ; in Mon-
mouth, eight; and in Cape May, Gloucester, and Hunterdon, seven.

Three certificates have been revoked during tiie year.

The questions furnished at each quarterly examination are uniform
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throughout the State, aud about of the same grade as the set pub-
lisned in last year's report. The number of rejections in the differ-

ent counties goes to show that these examinations are conducted
with considerable thoroughness.

DISTRICT SCHOOL CENSUS.— (See table Y.) •

The number of school districts in the State is 1,378, being a
decrease since last year of twelve. Of these districts, 103 have less

than forty-five children each : 5G4 have between forty-five and eighty

children; 3G5 have between eighty and 120 : 198 have between 120
and 200 ; 94 have between 200 and 500 ; and fifty-four have over
500.

By abolishing some of the very small districts, and changing the

lines of others, so as to include more territory, the number having
less than forty-five children, has been considerably reduced. Thirty
of these weak districts in this way have been disbanded, and a cor-

responding increase has been made in the number of the larger dis-

tricts. The average census of all the districts in the State, not
including the cities, is 140.

Of the districts having less than forty-five children, thirty-four, or
one-third of the whole number in the State, are in Sussex county.
This county has also, fifty-nine districts having between forty-five

and eighty children. If one-fourth of these feeble districts were
abolished, and proper distribution made of the territory in strength-

ening those remaining, the school interests in that portion of the

State would be materially increased, and the schools would still be
within convenient reach of the children. The average census in this

county is only sixty-one, or less than one-half the average in the

State. But little progress can be made in improving the condition
of the schools where the districts are so limited in the number of
scholars.

OUTHOUSES—(See table VII.)

In last year's report attention was called to the unsatisfactory con-

dition of many of the outhouses connected with the schools, and their

improvement was strongly urged. It is with pleasure, therefore,

that in this particular we at this time^are able to report a marked
improvement.

Their condition this year as compared with what it was last, is

shown in the followinor statement

:
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By inspecting this comparative statement, it will be observed that

more than one-third of the houses reported last year as being in an

unfit condition, are this year reported as having been improved, and
are now classed with those whose condition is considered satisfactory.

The number of school houses without outhouses has decreased from

133 to 110.

Of the districts still having no outhouses, 22 are in Sussex; 15 in

Atlantic; 15 in Warren; 9 in Morris; 8 in Cumberland; 8 in

Ocean, and lesser numbers in the remaining counties.

DISTRICT SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

The law providing for the purchase of school libraries or school

apparatus has been in operation nearly two years. Under its provi-

sions every district that raises twenty dollars by subscription is

entitled to an equal amount from the State, and for every year there-

after by raising ten dollars, a like sum of ten dollars is paid by the

State. This money can be expended either in the purchase of

library books or such apparatus as will be useful to the teacher.

Notwithstanding the liberality of the provisions of this act, out of

the 1,378 districts in the State only 189 have thus far availed them-

selves of its benefits. The districts that'have complied with its pro-

visions and received the assistance of the State are the following

:

In Atlantic county districts Nos. 1, 3, 4, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17,

18,19, 20, 21,26, 36 and 41.

In Bergen county, districts Nos. 6, 7, 32, 36, 37, 38, 40 and 41.

In Burlington county, districts Nos. 3, 11, 12, 35, 45, 63, 67

and 95.

In Camden county, districts Nos. 8, 10, 11, 12, 17, 19, 26, 27, 31,

38, 39 and 41.

In Cape May county, districts Nos. 2, 5, 13 and 25.

In Cumberland county, districts Nos. 28, 31, 39, 41, 43,44, 49, 50,

55 and 61.

In Essex county, districts Nos. 6, 8, 10, 15, 21, 28, 39, 40 and 44.

In Gloucester county, districts Nos. 17, 19, 25, 32, 43, 57, 59

and 61.

In Hudson county, districts Nos. 2, 3 and 13.

In Hunterdon county, districts Nos. 11, 29, 61, 63, 81 and 87.

In Mercer county, districts Nos. 6, 18, 37 and 40.

In Middlesex county, districts Nos. 1, 3, 7, 8, 11, 13, 16, 38, 41,

47, 55, 60, 63, 71 and 72.

In Monmouth county, districts Nos. 6, 15, 22, 27, 30, 49, 53, 54,

56, 59, 62, 65, 68, 72, 83 and 84.

In Morris county, districts Nos. 4, 13, 14, 16, 20, 43, 52, 65, 74,

76, 78, 80, 82, 85, 97 and 104.

In Ocean county, districts Nos. 6, 11, 17, 22, 37, 38, 42, 43, 44
and 45.

In Passaic county, districts Nos. 5, 13, 26 and 32.
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In Salem county, districts Xos. 1, 52 and 56.

In Somerset county, districts, Nos. 7, 12, 17, 18, 20, 21, 27, 29,

38. 50, 51, 55 and 66.

In Sussex county, districts Nos. 23, 24, 38, 48, 50, 96, 115 and
116.

In Union county, districts Xos. 13, 15 and 18.

In Warren county, districts Xos. 4, 9, 17, 20, 26, 30, 39, 42, 50,

57, 71 and 77.

SCHOOL HOUSES.

During the past year eighty-five new school houses have been

erected, at an average cost of $5,000 each, and ninety-nine have been

remodeled, refurnished, or enlarged. The total expenditure for

building and repairing has been $586,470.58. The improvements

made in the condition of the school houses during the year are shown
in the foUowino- tabular statement

:
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seven ; in Hunterdon, Middlesex and Salem, each six ; in Burling,

ton and Gloucester, each five ; in Ecrgen, Cape May, Essex, Mercer,

Passaic and Union, each four, and lesser numbers in the remaining

counties.

The most cheering feature of this record is the superior character

of the houses that have been built. This is conclusively shown by
their average cost already given. During no preceding year have

there been so many innniries respecting competent architects, suit-

able designs, methods u. ; cnting and ventilation, furniture, appara-

tus, etc., as during the year for which this report is rendered.

Many of the buildings erected are described in detail by the

county superintendents in their written reports, to which I would
invite attention.

When it is considered how much the progress of the children in

their studies is retarded by crowding them into unsightly school build-

ings, and how much is added to their progress, health, comfort and
happiness by sending them to good, commodious and pleasant school

houses, it cannot but be a source of great satisfaction to the people

of the State that so great improvements in this direction are being

made. Spending, as we are, upwards of half a million dollars annu-

ally for these improvements, it cannot be many years before an

unsightly, antiquated, tumble-down school house in this State will be

a rare exception and an object of curiosity.

THE PRIMARY TEACHER.

It is thought by many that a teacher with l)ut the most ordinary

qualifications is capable of taking charge and successfully manag-

ing a primary school. Trustees are too often satisfied with teachers

possessing but limited attainments and no experience, and are will-

ing to employ them for the simple reason that only the most rudi-

mentary branches—such as spelling, reading, writing and perhaps a

little of arithmetic—are studied in their school. Teachers themselves

sometimes complain because they are required to pass an examina-

tion in geography and grammar before they can secure a license to

teach a school where perhaps neither of these branches are pursued.

They suppose that, as the instruction to be imparted, is the most sim-

ple and rudimentary, so they need but the most simple and rudi-

mentary qualifications to fit them for their work.

It requires but little argument to show that the reasoning upon

which this idea is based is false, and the legitimate results pernicious.

At no period in a child's course of educational training does he need

so much help from his teacher as when he first commences going to

school. Then the foundations of his education are to be laid, and

much of his future success will depend upon the skill and thorough-

ness with which this part of the work is done. The advanced pupil

has acquired habits of personal application ; he has learned to think

and to investigate for himself; his text-book affords him much of the
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assistance he needs, and the services of the teacher are not so imper-

atively important. The little child, on the contrary, has acquired

none of these powers ; his eflbrts of observation and investigation

are only put forth as directed by the teacher ; the instruction he

receives must be given orally ; the teacher constitutes his text-book.

This work cannot be intrusted to inexperienced and ignorant bung-

lers. In a cla?s of advanced pupils the success of teaching may
depend as much upon the application and studious habits of the

pupils themselves as upon the skill and ability of the teacher; but

in the primary school success or failure depends alone upon the

teacher. Here the children, coming from homes where they have

been subject to every conceivable form of government, are first

brought together under the charge of one person, and subjected to a

uniform mode of systematic discipline. Out of the chaotic and dis-

cordant elements thus brought together, the teacher is expected to

bring forth harmony and system. The children are little accustomed

to restraint, and they cannot long remain in one posture. The teacher

must anticipate disorder by providing wholesome diversions. All

his methods of instruction must possess an element of entertainment.

His eyes and ears must be on the alert, and every qualification that

goes towards making a successful teacher are brought into constant

requisition.

The managers of all graded schools, whose duty it is to employ
teachers for the different departments, find the greatest difficulty in

selecting those who are able to manage successfully the lowest rooms.

The different branches taught in school are so connected with and
dependent upon each other that it is impossible to teach any one of

them with success without knowing and teaching much that properly

belongs to the others. It is very important that every mistake com-

mitted by the child in the pronunciation of his words, or in the con-

struction of his sentences, should be corrected, but to do this there is

needed a teacher who pronounces correctly himself, and who has a

good knowledge of grammar. Unless these errors of pronunciation

and speech are corrected in early youth, they are liable to become so

confirmed as to be almost incurable. Men of considerable intellect-

ual acquirements are often found who appear ridiculous on account

of theee errors which their parents taught them, and which the

teacher of their youth failed to correct.

During the first five years of a child's going to school, it is all

important, therefore, that he is placed under the charge of teachers

of culture and intelligence, whose moral and religious influence is

always pure and noble, whose personal bearing inspires good man-
ners, and whose intellectual teachings lay a safe and sure founda-

tion for whatever superstructure may in after years be erected thereon.

UNIFORMITY OF TEXT BOOKS.

One great obstacle to satisfactory progress that confronts the
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teacher of an ungraded school is the multiplicity of classes. In

nine-tenths of the districts of this State the schools are ungraded or

mixed, and in each one children of all ages and attainments are

gathered and taught by one teacher. In such schools the number of

classes is necessarily large, and the time the teacher can devote to

each is correspondingly short. Care should be taken, however, that

the number is not greater than is absolutely necessary. Every expe-

dient that can be devised to decrease the number of classes in these

schools, increases the efficiency of the teacher's work. In the great

majority of them the number of classes, undoubtedly, is very greatly

increased by the diversity of text books used, and a great decrease

would be effected if a uniformity could be secured. The question

" how can uniformity be secured?" becomes, then, an important one,

and to that question we will endeavor to seek an answer.

Our school law gives to the trustees together with the county

superintendent, authority to determine what books shall be used in

the school or schools under their charge. In the rural districts the

trustees usually have charge of but one school, and this provision,

therefore, only affords the means of securing uniformity in each

separate school, while in the township or county there may be as

many different series of books used as there are different schools.

In most of the counties the county superintendents have endeavored

to secure either township or county uniformity by calling the trus-

tees of the townships or counties together, and agreeing upon the

books that shall be used in the schools thus represented. The result

has not been successful. An approach to uniformity has been made,

but in no county has it been fully secured. The difficulty is that

after uniformity i's decided upon there is not sufficient authority given

to compel the parents, who must be the purchasers, to buy the books

selected, and even if ample authority were given it is doubtful if it

would be exercised to the extent necessary to compel every parent

sending to the schools of any county or townsliip to provide their

children with the books agreed upon. Whether we attempt to secure

county, township, or even district uniformity, there is the same diffi •

culty to contend with. One party decides what books are to be used,

and another party is expected to make the purchases, and the former

has not suflScient authority to control the action of the latter. IJni-

formity, in my opinion, can never be secured until the law provides

that the same party that decides what books are to be used, shall

also be the purchasers. To secure county uniformity there must be

a county board to select, and to purchase the books for the whole

county. For township or district uniformity the same must be true

;

the township or the district must become the purchaser.

Is it desirable to have county or township uniformity ? I think

not, provided we can have district uniformity, and the books fur-

nished by the trustees. The only advantage in any general uniformity

is, that children are not obliged to purchase new books every time

they remove from one district to another. If the districts become
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the purchasers this difficulty is avoided, for wherever the child goes

the books he requires are furnished, and consequently no new pur-

chases are necessary on his part. This it seems to me is the most

desirable, and in fact the only practical way of securing uniformity oi

text books in our schools. Uniformity is enforced because the same

party that selects the books, namely, the trustees, becomes the pur-

chasers, and each district is left free to select whatever books it prefers.

If every district were to raise by district tax an amount sufficient

to purchase all the books needed to commence with, the children

could be required to pay a small annual sum for their use, and with

this fund the needed supply could be constantly kept up. By this

plan a great saving would be effected, for the books not only could

be had at wholesale rates, and thus twenty -five per cent, or more be

saved, but the same books would be used by different classes suc-

ceeding each other, until they were completely worn out, instead of

being laid aside as soon as one class had finished using them. The
expense for the purchase of books in our schools might be reduced

in this way at least one-half, and the children would be better sup-

plied than now. Much of the children's time would also be saved,

for each one would get his books the first day he entered school,

whereas now several days are often wasted in waiting for the lag-

gard ones to make their purchases. When one book was finished it

would be placed in the library, and another given the pupil without

any waste of time intervening. No scholar at any time would be in

want of a school book, the number of classes would be greatly reduced

and much useless expense and loss of time would be saved. The pur-

chase of books constitute one important item of expense in our public

school system, and there is no reason why it should not be met by a

common tax, as well as that incurred for erecting school houses, hiring

teachers, or purchasing fuel. This custom is common in the cities, and
there is no reason why it cannot be introduced in the rural districts,

with equal facility and advantage.

CITIES.

The statistical tables for the counties include the school statistics

for the cities. Additional information relating to the schools of the

cities, however, is given in the general tables Nos. II. and III. The
cities for which reports are here given are the following

:

Atlantic City, Orange,

Bridgeton, • Faterson,

Camden, Perth Amboy,
Elizabeth

^
Phillips*burg,

Jersey City, Plaintield,

Lambertville, ^^ahway,

Millville, Salem,

Newark', Trenton,

New Brunswick,



32 SCHOOL REPORT.

Finances,—The total amount of money received by these cities

from the State is $473,157.95 ; the amount expended for maintaining

the schools $687,173.23, and for building and repairing school houses

$271,112.64. Their school property 'is valued at $2,408,194, or

about one-half the total valuation of the school property in the State.

School Property.—During the past year one new school house has

been built in Jersey City, one in Xewark, one in Millville, one in

New Brunswick, one in Salem and two in Trenton, making seven in

all. The total number of school buildings in the cities at present is

ninety-nine, and the number of departments is 748. Of these ninety-

nine school buildings six are valued at less than $1,000 each, eleven

between $1,000 and $5,000 each, twenty-eight between $5,000 and

$10,000 each, thirteen between $10,000 and $20,000 each, and forty,

one above $20,000. Of the forty-one buildings valued at more

than $20,000 each, twenty-five are worth from $50,000 to $80,000

each. Without an exception the school houses in the cities are in

good condition, and many of them are models of excellence and

beauty. In Jersey City the average value of the school houses is

$53,000, which is considerably higher than the average value in any

other city. The average value in Newark is $32,700.

Attendance.—The average length of time tlie schools were kept

open in the cities is ten months and two 'days, or twelve days longer

than the average term in the State at large. The total school census

is 111,033, the total enrollment 61 ,405 and the average attendance

33,294. The average attendance for ten months was eighteen per

cent, of the enrollment, or twice as great as that for the State. The
average attendance for the year was fifty-five per cent, of the enroll-

ment. The best percentage of attendance for ten months was made
in Plainfield and Orange, being forty-two per cent, in each city. The
best average attendance for the year was made in Salem and Plain-

field, being eighty-one in the former and seventy in the latter city.

Teachers.—The number of male teachers employed during the

year was ninety-seven, and the number of female teachers 726, mak-

ing a total of 823. The average salary paid to male teachers per

month is $118.50, and to female teachers $i2.14. The highest salary

paid to male teachers in the State is in Jersey City, being $193 per

month; and the highest paid to female teachers is in Newark, being

an average of $60 per month.

JYight Schools.—^ight schools for a longer or shorter period dur-

ing the year have been maintained in Bridgeton, Elizabeth, Jersey

City, Millville, Newark, Paterson, Perth Amboy, Salem and Tren-

ton. These schools are established for the purpose of furnishing

educational facilities to adults, and to all who for any reason are

unable to attend the day schools. They are productive of great

good.
The educational interests in all the cities are in a very satisfac-

tory condition. Further information respecting their schools may be

found in the statistical and written reports furnished by the^ city

superintendents.
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STATISTICS.

The statistical tables given in the appendix of this report, in my
judgment, are as complete as they can well be made. Twenty-six
items of information are given for each of the one thousand three
hundred and seventy-eight districts in the State. These reports are
full, scarcely an item is left unreported, and 1 have reason to believe
they are as reliable as we can reasonably expect. Where a blank
occurs, it is to be understood that there is no report to be made con-
cerning that particular item. The district clerks deserve great
credit for the care exhibited in the preparation of their individual

reports, and the promptness shown in forwarding them to the county
superintendents. By an inspection of these tables much informa-

tion may be obtained respecting the condition of the schools of the

State, which cannot be given in any other form.

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS

The duties of the county superintendents are to visit and inspect
all the schools twice a year ; to give advice and direction to teachers

;

to adjust all district boundaries ; to give information and counsel to

district trustees ; to settle all disputes referred to them respecting
school matters ; to examine and license teachers ; to apportion all

school moneys ; and to issue orders lor the payment of the same ; to

examine school accounts ; to prepare the annual county school
reports, and to perform such other work as the school interests

require.

These duties are numerous and important, and require men of
education, judgment, and executive ability to perform. The amount
of work required of this office is sufficient to employ one man's entire

time and attention in each county in the State. The salaries they
receive, I regret to say, are not such as to enable all of them to do
this—the average salary received l)y them at present being only
$794.17. The remuneration should be such as would induce
educated, experienced and thoroughly competent persons to accept
these positions, and to devote their whole time and energies to the

work. An increase of fifty per cent, on the present salaries would
no more than fairly compensate these officers for their labors.

The most laborious duty imposed upon them is the inspection of

schools, and this work, if conscientiously, faithfully and intelligently

performed, is the most important for elevating and improving our
system of education.

The following table exhibits the amount of school inspection done
by the county superintendents during the past school year r
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By an inspection of this table, it will be seen that a majority of

the county superintendents visit their schools even oftener than the

rule, prescribed by the State Board, requires, and that the whole
number of visitations made during the year averages two and one-

half for each school in the State. I can better show the amount and

character of this work performed Ijy presenting a few extracts from

the written reports of the county superintendents themselves :

One reports as follows

:

" The average number of visitations of the schools have exceeded

three to each, and with one exception, (Xo 'Z) none have received

less than two each, while several have received four or more each,

according to the seeming demand for special conference. This labor,

together with the other duties required, has occupied my whole time

with the exception of a few weeks during the heated season, when
the schools were all vacated."

Another says

:

" I can safely assure you, however, that a proper performance of

all the duties required by the present law, would, in Burlington

county, demand the close and undivided attention of the supervising

officer. Any deviation from this principle cannot but be productive

of loss to the schools.

"I have endeavored, with very limited success, to supplement the

stipend received for my services as superintendent, by the occasional

performance of acts appertaining to a separate profession, and have
learned, that without materially improving my pecuniary circum-

stances, I have risked a loss of influence for good in the schools : and
my conviction is a settled one that, here at least, the entire time and
energy of the superintendent must be devoted to the school work.

How he is to be justly requited for such unremitting labor does not

yet appear.
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" One hundred and fifty days are needed to make the school visita-

tions alone and to make the visits of sufficient duration to be of any
value. These comprise nearly all the days of the school year that

are available for travel. Two months more must be spent in visiting

the twenty-five township boards of trustees; and all the remaining
days, as well as almost all the evenings, and part of many nights,

must be devoted to consultation and correspondence. * * *

The good that results from the systematic inspection of our schools

as now practiced, is certainly very great, but it would be difficult to

over-estimate the increased value to the schools of a supervision be-

stowed by an officer who could feel himself sufficiently remunerated
to zealously and conscientiously devote every thought and care to

fostering those influences that tend to strengthen the purposes of

education, and constantly apply his mind to the discovery of means
to render the administration of his office interesting and effective."

Another:

"Besides the regular systematic visitation of the schools, two only
being visited in one day, so that the character of the teaching, and
of the recitations might be thoroughly known, forty-four visits have
been made to diflferent parts of the county to hold meetings of the

township boards of trustees, to confer with trustees and teachers,

and to address meetings on the subject of education."

Another

:

" During the past year 1 have visited every school in the county
/with the exception of two or three not open at one of my rounds)
three times. Aly first round was made in October and November,
the second in January and February, the third in April and May.
The time occupied at each visit depends upon the number of chil-

dren in the school, and whether it has one or two teachers. In a
small school with fifteen or twenty children I seldom find it neces-

sary to remain much over an hour. But in the larger ones I usually

spend from one hour and a half to half a day. On an average, in-

cluding time to travel, but one school can be visited in a half a day."

Another

:

" When first appointed superintendent, I gave my whole time, for

a year and a half, to my official duties. I defined and described the

boundaries of the districts; held meetings with trustees, and visited

the schools. This was pleasant work, but the salary paid only one-

quarter of my family expenses, and I sought other employment, which
prevents my visiting the schools as much as is desirable. During the

past year I have made fifty-four visits; at some of the schools I have
spent a day, at others an hour. There are ninety-one departments
in the county ; half a day spent in each would require two and a
quarter months; if two visits were made, four and a half months.
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This, added to the other work, would occupy the school year. It is

desirable that the county superintendent should give his "whole time

to his official duties. This can be done only when the salary will

command his entire serrices.*'

Another:

•' Some districts have called for more attention than others. I am
convinced that county superintendents should devote all of their

time to the work : but they cannot do it with the present salaries.

When visiting the schools, I spend my time in examining the pupils,

offering suggestions to the teachers, and conferring with the trustees."

Another

:

'• The number of school visits made during the year has been

already reported. Every district has not been visited twice, all have

been visited once, and many more than twice, making the average

more than twice to each school.

" The whole number of visits made is 232, the number of districts

in the county being 107."

Another:

" Visiting and examining schools is a very important work ; and

the county superintendent has a responsibility here not to be lightly

estimated". No other school officer can be appointed who can so

efficiently discharge this duty. Not only is he acquainted with the

teacher and his qualifications, with many of the children, the parents

and the trustees, but he also knows the history of the school and

the financial condition of the district. No one else could possibly

become so thoroughly conversant with all that pertains to each

school ; because his duties of necessity render him familiar with

every iaterest and detail. The efficiency of this school officer in our

present admirable system of public instruction is liable to be under-

valued. By law, he is required to visit each school at least twice

every year. Those visits each require an entire session—half a day.

In that time he examines classes in the various branches taught, con-

fers with the teacher relative to the management of the school, notes

the progress made since the late visit, observes the order, attention,

interest, and conduct of pupils, gives advice and counsel to the

instructor, addresses the school in such a way as to incite the

pupjils to a greater diligence, obedience and effort, and prepares a

careful record of all the details of the visit. This labor is arduous,

and should receive a suitable compensation. Encouragement in this

direction would prompt him to greater effort, and would doubtless

produce results attainable in no other way. School visitation is

attended with much sacrifice, travel, expense and fatigue. To visit

a school fifteen miles distant, the superintendent must start from
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home at sun rise, in order to reach the point desired at nine o'clock.

From nine to twelve lie is constantly occupied. Dnrinu: the noon
hour he must drive three or four miles to visit another school. Per-

chance he finds it closed, and is obliged to drive still farther. After

the close of school he turns tovs^ards home, which, when reached, is

doubly welcome because dinner and rest are thci-e. Still, the con-

sciousness of duty faithfully performed, a fiords pleasure and satisfac-

tion, and a measurable reward as well; and it is safe to say that

there is no department of his work in which that school officer takes

more delight, or in which he is so widely useful. School visitations

during the year have been regularly made, and attended with much
that is gratifying and cheering. In all, sixty-four visits were made.
It is the purpose to increase the number of visits next year, and
trustees are-pledged to time their visits with those of the superin-

tendent. This is regarded as an advance in the right direction."

Another

:

" I have made during the year just closed two hundred and forty-

eight visits to schools. I give all the time not taken up by office

work to this laborious, though very profitable and somewhat pleasant

part of the work. I seldom visit more than two schools a day, and
aim to give as full a half d;iy to each as I can. At this rate I can

get over the county in a little over three months. At these visits I

examine into the classificaiion of the schools, hear recitations, note

the methods of teaching and government, give such instruction to the

teachers as I deem propor and generally address the childreh,

encouraging and urging them to greater diligence and thoroughness

in their studies. When pract cable I have the school officers go
with me. The great majority of our teachers crave these visits, and
much good I know has resulted from them. In short, there is no
part of my work so important as this."

CONCLUSION'.

Our school law in all of its main features is well adapted to our

wants. Our system of school taxation is equitable and just, and fur-

nishes all the means necessary to maintain the schools on a liberal

basis. Our plan of supervision secures an accurate apportionment

of the school funds, a full knowledge of its mode of expenditure, a

careful inspection of the schools, a rigid examination of the teach-

ers, a ready adjustment of all school difficulties and complete and
reliable statistical and (vritten reports of the full workings of the

schools at the close of the year. No change effecting any of the

main features of the system should, in my judgment, be made. The
present condition of the schools is not, in every respect, such as we
would desire, but the progress we are making in their improvement
is in every way satisfactory.
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Fuller and more detailed information respecting the condition and
prospects of the schools in the several counties will be found in the

statistical tables and written reports furnished by the county super-

intendents,

ELLIS A. APGAR,

State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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TABLE L

Statistical Report, by Counties, Jar the State of

1
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TABLE I—Continued.

A^ew Jersey, for the School Year ending Jlugust 31, 1S72.
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TABLE 11.

Statistical Report for the Cities; of the State of
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TABLE ir.—Continued.

JVew Jersey,f07- the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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TABLE in.

Statistical Report for the Cities of the Slate of
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TABLE 111.—Continued.

J^'eio Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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TABLE iV.

School Districts and School Census.
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TABLE V.

School Terms and Jlttendance.
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TABLE VL

Valuation of School Properly.

•
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TABLE YLL

Condition of School Property.
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TABLE YIIL

School Tax, and Cost of Public School Instruction.
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TABLE IX.

Certificates Granted by the County Superintendents.
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TABLE X.

COUNTIES.

Atlantic
Bergen
Burlington....
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Essex
Gloucester
Hudson
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.
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Apportionment of the State School Moneys for the School Year Coin-
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REPORTS OF CITY SUPERINTENDENTS.

CAMDEN.

William Fewsmitii, Superintendent.

To E. A. Jipfrar, State Superintendent :

In transmitting to jou the accorapanying statistical report upon
the public schools of this cit.y, I notice that the whole number of

children enrolled upon our registers for the year just ended, is about

250 less than the whole number for the year 1871 ; while the total

of school accommodations is greater than that of the previous year by

nearly the same number. This" dimunition of attendance is to be

explained by the fact that a widely spread, though really ground-

less fear of contagion, induced many parents to withdraw their children

for a time from the schools, and many others to refrain altogether

from sending. From this cause during the winter and early spring,

particularly, the attendance was comparatively small.

It is gratifying to be able to state that the whole number of deaths

among our school children through the year, resulting from the pre-

vailing epidemic, was very small, not amounting to a score in all.

Our Board of Education had directed that vaccination should be

made an essential requisite in every case for admission into our

schools, or for continuing in them.

One new building containing four rooms, erected for colored chil-

dren, has been opened during the past year. These schools, which

are under the management of competent colored teachers, give much
satisfaction. Another building has been rented and used for the

same purpose. Still another building has been greatly enlarged, so

as to accommodate twice as many pupils as before ; and during the

year five additional teachers have been employed, making seventy in

all now under control of our board. This number will probably be
,

increased during the coming year, for the demand is continually, now I

that our population enlarges rapidly, for more primaries, more pri- 1

maries ! These are our greatest present need, and it is only the want!

of abundant means that prevents an immediate supply. The board

has also purchased a large lot in a very desirable situation, and,

under authority obtained from the last legislature, designs to erect as

soon as possible, another spacious building, which shall be in every
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way -worthy of the advanced ideas now entertained upon the subject

of popular instruction.

Our divisions or rooms are thoroughly graded according to the

distinctions of primary, secondary or intermediate, and grammar
schools. It is to be hoped that soon another and crowning grade,

that of a high school, may be added, from which we may be able to

obtain as required, a large proportion of suitable teachers.

Our teachers will, we believe, compare favorably with any other

equal number. They are, as a body, earnest, faithful and attentive
;

strictly adhering to the expressed wishes of the board, and promptly
carrying out all suggestions made by the superintendent for the good
of the schools.

It may be noticed in my report of items accompanying this, that

the average of teachers' salaries has been considerably increased.

1 am glad that it is so, and I hope that future reports may chronicle

further increase. If any profession should be well paid for services

rendered, it is the teacher's. The average salary per school month
of our male teachers for the year 1871, was $82.08; for 1872, it is

$125.71. In 1871, our female teachers received a monthly average

of $31.65; in 1872, $43.87.

The highest studies at present pursued are geometry, algebra, men-
suration, bookkeeping, physiology, physical geography, American his-

tory, the constitution of the United States, &c.

Plain drawing has been taught for the last three years in all the

schools, and during the coming year it is designed to introduce the

culture of vocal music into every division.

Each school is well supplied with maps and charts of various

kinds, and several with astronomical and philosophical apparatus.

Examinations, which are open to all applicants of suitable age, of

candidates for certificates of qualification to teach, are held twice a
year. It is upon these examinations that the board relies for a sup-

ply of competent instructors. During the year just ended, 126 appli-

cants attended these examinations, of whom forty-five obtained the

different kinds of certificates awarded. The examinations are con-

ducted in a thorough and impartial manner, with written questions

and answers ; and, during their progress, which occupies a large por-

tion of two successive days, they are witnessed by most of the mem-
bers of the board.

Examinations of pupils for promotion to higher classes and divis-

ions are held three times a year. For this purpose all the studies

are divided into certain amounts or limitations. These are definitely

assigned to the proper classes, and those pupils who obtain the pro-

moting average are advanced to higher grades. In addition, semi-

monthly reviews are required.

The superintendent considers it his duty to visit each room or

division at least twice a month, and some, much oftener.

I have thus given you, sir, a report in brief of those particulars

which I have deemed the best to show the condition and the working
of our school svstem.
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NEWARK.

Geo. B. Sears, Superintendent.

To E. A. Jipgar, State Svperintendent

:

Another year has rolled around, and according to law and cus-

tom I present you my annual report. Some years produce very
marked changes in our schools, and in others we witness no percepti-

ble change, the progress is so steady that, like growth in the vegetable
world, you need to take careful observations at points distant from
each other in regard to time, to discover any advancement. This
is our case.

I find the schools to-day very nearly as they were a year ago, and
I am satisfied that good work has been done, and that progress has
been made, only when I remember that the classes of to-day were
one or two grades behind one year ago. With nearly the same tests

as last year, we have graduated a large class from the high school

—

eight boys and thirty-one girls.

And we have admitted from the grammar schools to the high
school, upon what we aim to make a little more severe examination,
a larger number than last year—seventy-five boys and one hundred
and three girls.

You will perceive that comparatively few who arc admitted to the

high school remain long enough to graduate—usually less than 25
per cent.

Our school facilities are increasing year by year. We have a fine

house on Central avenue just completed. Pupils will be admitted in

September. The lot is 143x170 feet, and the house will accommo-
date 800 pupils, the whole cost is about $60,000. Two other houses
are now in process of building, and one more at least, will be com-
menced during the year.

When these are completed, it can hardly be said that we have
even an ordinary school house, much less a poor one ; all in good
condition, class-rooms seated with modern school furniture of the
most approved patterns, and each house provided with suitable out-

houses.

We think our teachers are of a high grade intellectually and
morally, and they are recognized as such socially. This is as it

should be ; teachers have been too exclusive. A teacher of question-
able morals (unless we consider the use of tobacco immoral,) would
not be tolerated in the society of our present corps, no matter how
intelligent he might be. With the exception of the habit to which I

have alluded, 1 think parents may safely say to their children in re-
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spect to rules of conduct, "do as your teacher docs: follow his or her
example."
Our Saturday Normal school has been maintained during the year,

also our teachers' institute, which is held on the third Saturday of

each month, for the improvement of our teachers in methods of in-

struction, more especially; the attendance at our evening schools is

bettor than last year. The number enrolled is not as great, because
none were admitted after the opening of the term, who had not pre-

viously been enrolled and classified. By adhering to this system we
hope to secure still better results next year.

We have made quite an advance in vocal music during the year;

it has been introduced into all the primary schools. Music had been
previously taught in the high and grammar schools with good results

but we have made greater attainments, we think, in the primary
schools. We have two male teachers vrho devote their whole time

to this branch. One of them writes to me as follows : " We have

been at work in the primary schools six months : we were obliged to

start all classes with the rudimental lessons. The A and B classes

have gone through the eight sounds in the scale in double, triple and
quadruple measure, and can read well, at sight, lessons in whole,

half and quarter notes, in all the above named measures." Our class

teachers are expected to drill their classes hvc minutes each half day
in reading music and giving the tones where they can, and the music

teacher reviews their work and gives a new lesson once a week.

The number of children of school age is 1,8G4: greater than it was
last year, and yet we have but 600 more enrolled pupils. By the

regulations of the board of education, all children under six years of

age, are excluded from the schools. Deducting these from the num-
ber reported as attending no school, and the number of such would
be diminished about 2,000, and, besides, the number attending pri-

vate schools is only proximately correct. Extra pains were taken

this year to instruct the assessors, whose duty it is, by the charter, to

take a census of the children, in classifying the children. My in-

structions were to place in one column the names of those who ac-

tually attend other than the public schools, and all others in another

column, then from this last column deduct the number actually at-

tending public schools, we should have the number not attending

any school. Most of the assessors, 1 think, did so, while in other

cases, all who did not attend public schools, were put down as at-

tending private schools, whereas, probably half of those who do not

attend public schools, attend no school whatever. I doubt whether

of those children between five and six, and between fourteen and
eighteen years of age, ten per cent, attend any school.

1 believe the number given of pupils between five and eighteen

years is as correct as can be reasonably expected, absolute correct-

ness can hardly be expected in large cities, but 1 have very little

confidence in any other numbers given, except those who actually
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iittend public school, the names of such are carefully recorded and
reported.

I sincerely desire that the National Teachers' Association or the
National Bureau of Education, will set in operation some influences
that will secure uniform statistical reports from the different cities

and States of the Union. One State reports, for instance, that sixty

per cent, of the cnildren of the State attend schools, and another re-

ports that lifty per cent, of hers attend school ; now, the former may
order a census of all children between six and eighteen years, and the
latter all between five and twenty-one years of age. While the latter

reports but fifty per cent of her children as attending school, she has
actually a greater per centage than her neighbor, who reports sixty

per cent.

The same thing is true in regard to the cost of tuition in different

localities ; some include only teachers' wages, others add to this in-

•cidental expenses, fuel, <tc., and yet others include school books and
stationery.

The average cost of tuition for high, grammar and primary schools

last year was $16.48. This includes salaries of officers and teachers,

fuel, books and stationery, rents, janitors' salaries, insurance and
supplies, such as brooms, cups, pails, mats, <fcc. For details, see sta-

tistical reports.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Henry B. Pierce, Superintendent.

To E. A. J3pgar, State Superintendent

:

With the accompanying statistics for the city of New Brunswick,
we report no special changes in our system of schools, nor in the
schools themselves with one exception. The " Free School " law
enables us to raise sufficient means to secure teachers of a higher
order, and the result of their works is showing itself in the increased
efficiency of the schools, both in respect to discipline and scholar-

ship. This law is a long step in advance, yet there are other steps

to be taken before the State can fully accomplish what it now pro-

fesses to do. Its object in making the schools free, was to give an
education lo every child in the State ; but this is not sufficient. It

must not only give, but it must require that every child shall receive
what is so freely offered, or in other words, the State will have
to pass a law requiring every child to attend school a certain
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certain number of months in the year ere the highest resnlts

can be realized. By reference to the last report of the State

Superintendent, we find that there were 62,718 children of proper

school age, who did not enter any school during the year, and
when we add to this, the large number who were enrolled but who
left with less than one month's attendance, it will be seen that a com-

pulsory law is absolutely needed. In this city we regret to have to

report 1,380 children out of4,646 who have attended no school daring

the year. We do not wish to carry the idea that all these children are

spending their time in the street, growing up in ignorance and vice,

but far too many of them are. Their parents, through inability or

indifference permit it, and those who would prevent it have no power
to do so.

Before passing a compulsory law, it seems necessary to pass a law
permitting or requiring all cities or towns to establish an ungraded
reformatory school for truants, and for those children who are un-

willing to submit to proper authority in the public schools. A truant

officer in cities, and the district clerk in the rural districts, should be

empowered to take all truants whose parents neglect or refuse to

keep in school, and place them in the truant school. We believe a
school of this kind in our city would have a most excellent effect, not

only upon its educational interests, but also upon its moral and social

welfare. We do not think there would be a large attendance upon
the reform and truant school, yet the effect of such a school would
tend very much to improve the discipline of the public schools, and
the attendance upon them. Some object to a compulsory law, because

they think it too arbitrary ; that the State assumes powers that should

be held and only exercised by the parent. The State is permitted,

nay expected, to control criminals, and no one objects to this; but

when it goes one step further, and adopts measures that tend to the

prevention of criminals, then the hue and cry is raised that parents'

rights are interfered with. We protest against yielding to this cry.

The State compels every property holder to give a certain portion of

his property, upon the plea that it is to be used in giving a fair edo-

cation to every child between the ages of five and eighteen years, and
if the State fail to give this education, would not the tax-payer have

a right to complain that his money is taken from him upon false pre-

tences? Certainly the right to raise money for educational purposes

implies the right and duty to use that money to the best advantage,

and it can only be to the best advantage when every child takes his

proper place in the school room, and receives that education which
will fit him to become a good citizen and a useful member of society.

Without going into a labored discussion of this question, we wish

to express our belief, founded upon more than twenty years' experi-

ence in the cause of education, that no more important business can

come before the Legislature at its next session than the work of

devising and putting into execution measures that will assure the

education of every child within our commonwealth.
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PATERSON.

Samuel C. Hosford, Superintendent.

To E. A. Jipgar, State Superintendent

:

Herewith enclosed I send you my annual report. I am happy to

state that we are progressing in the matter of public education ; that

our schools are increasing in numbers and growing in efficiency. Our
people bear cheerfully the burden of taxation for their support, and
demand in return a fair equivalent in all matters that pertain to good
and efficient schools.

Our Board of Education is composed of first-class men, who un-

derstand their duty, and in connection therewith, desire to promote
the best good of those whose interests are committed to their espe-

cial care. Our teachei*s as a rule, are competent, faithful, and heartily

engaged in their work. We regret that in our schools, as in too

many other schools, some teachers are found who are too closely con-

fined to their text books in the presence of their classes, and show a
lack of originality in presenting in an interesting and simple manner
the different topics as they occur. In short the exercises are too for-

mal and monotonous, and often the pupil who fails in his lesson, is

reproved and passed without a word of explanation or encourage-

ment. We depend to a great extent, on our high school, for our sup-

ply of primary teachers, as we need them. Their experience as a

matter of course, is limited, and it is our desire, so far as practicable,

to remedy this defect by making our Normal school more normal
than heretofore, in its character, by making it more a training

school, where our younger teachers may be taught by practical les-

sons how to instruct. Truancy, tardiness, irregular attendance with-

out cause, impudence and disobedience, are among the drawbacks to

advancement and good discipline ; an evil too wide-spread in our

country. Many parents seem utterly indifferent to the best interests

of their children, and the teacher asks " what can be done?" Cor-

poral punishment is seldom resorted to, and the order of suspension

or expulsion is as a rule a pleasing announcement to that class of
pupils. It is claimed by some, if our teachers and schools were
what they should be, these evils would not exist. I doubt not with
proper exertion in the right direction, there might be much improve-
ment here, but the teachers say that under no circumstances, with the

pupils under their charge but five hours of the twenty-four, can the

best wholly remedy this evil. Wc have discussed in our teach-

ers' institute the propriety of a compulsory law to reach certain

cases. Many favor the establishment of a city reform school. A
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special class under the charge of a competent teacher, and thorough
disciplinarian, has been recommended. While all are satisfied that

the evil exists, it seems difficult to fix upon a remedy.
Since my last report, we have moved into and are now occupying

•our new school No. 2. We have to-day advertised for proposals to

build a new school. No. 7, of brick, on the outskirts of the city, at

Stony road, so-called, the building to cost ten thousand dollars ($10,-

•000,) we have also purchased four lots in the heart of the city, on
which to erect a building for the colored school. I think the records

of our schools seldom if ever showed such large attendance so early

in the term as this year. They are well-filled and in good working
order. I feel justified in saying that in all matters pertaining to our

public schools, we are progressing, and our prospects for accomplish-

ing a good work the coming year are cheering. True, the principals

of our grammar schools feel for the time, somewhat disheartened as

they see their best pupils taken from them ibr promotion to the high

school, the standard of their schools lowered, and seemingly a poor

prospect of bringing them to the required point in another year.

Rut the result of their cfi'orts is constantly apparent, and day

by day we are gladdened, as we witness the steady advancement of

the pupils.

PERTH AMBOY.

Hexry Farmer, Superini;exdent.

To E. A. Jipgar, State Sujoerintendent

:

My last annual report furnished full particulars concerning the

new school house opened last fall, and I find little to add, except that

the first year's occupation of the building has proved eminently sat-

isfactory. The number of children enrolled has increased from 275

to 367, and the average attendance from 153 to 198. The average

would have been larger but for the opening of a parochial school at

the Roman Catholic church, which took away some forty children

of Catholic parentage who were enrolled for the first half of the

year.

The blanks forwarded herewith give the usual statistics of the

school.

The special school tax of two mills on the dollar coming to hand

last winter, afi"orded us a surplus for our present fiscal year, com-

jnencing on the 1st day of April, so that, with the sum coming due
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next January, wo found a sufficient balance on hand for the payment
of teachers' salaries, witliout asking a further appropriation from the
city on that account.

The amount of the special scliool tax appropriated to our city last

year, was $3073,94, while the tax amounted only to $2,300, our city

gaining $773.1)4. So the new school law has been beneficial to us in

this one respect, at least.

An evening school was opened in November last, and continued for

five months, under the charge of the principal of the day scliool, at an
additional salary of $50 per month. This evening school proved a
valuable accessory to the educational facilities afforded by the Board
of Education, and involves little additional expense beyond the prin-

cipal's salary. It will be continued the coming winter, commencing
on the first Monday in November, and closing on the last Friday in

March.
In revising our rules this year, we have made the teachers in the

several departments responsible to the principal for the government
of such departments. The teachers are under the control of the

principal in regard to the studies, discipline and management of

their respective classes, and are expected to obey such directions of
the principal, as, in his opinion, may be necessary to give efficiency

to the school. A lady vice-principal has been appointed, who teaches
in the grammar department, and the principal being relieved from
the daily routine of teaching a class of fifty or sixty pupils, is ena-

bled to have a general supervision of all the departments.

It is due to the teachers to say that they have devoted themselves
diligently to their duties, and on behalf of the scholars, to mention
that a marked improvement has been exhibited. With a few trifling

exceptions, they have shown a commendable disposition to learn, and
at the examination at the close of the school year, in June, a very
gratifying advancement in most of the studies was visible. As an
incentive to good conduct and attention to studies, four prizes,

amounting in value to $25, were otlered by John R. Watson, Esq.,

of this city. They were awarded on the closing day of the school

year, one to the best scholar in each of the four classes. Besides
this a handsome prize was given by the Rev. Aaron Peck, president

of the Board of Education, to the scholar who showed the greatest

improvement in penmanship during the year, and another prize was
given for the best declamation. The effect was good.

The number of children between the ages of five and eighteen

years, returned to me by the assessor, who is required by our city

charter to make the enumeration, is 703, being an increase of seven-

teen since last year.

Our school library is started with about 150 volumes, with some
funds on hand and promised with which to add to the number. We
have also purchased an organ for the use of the school, a portion of the

cost of which has been paid by receipts from school exhibitions.
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PHLLLIPSBURG.

S/Freeman, Superintendent

To E. A. Apgar, Slate Superintendent

:

I herewith transmit the annual report of Phillipsburj? school

district, No. 12, for the school year ending August Sl'st, 1872.

The small-pox was so prevalent in this city during the winter, and
the measles and scarlet fever during the spring and summer, that the

attendance of pupils in the schools Avas very much lessened and was
very irregular, and consequently the success and progress of the

schools were very much hindered. The insufficiency of the school ac-

commodations in the Second ward was also a hindrance to the progress

and efficiency of the schools in that ward, and was the cause of great

irregularity. But notwithstanding these discouragements we claim

to have made good progress.

The new school house in the Third ward having been completed in

time for the opening of the schools, the increased accommodations
thus aflforded enabled us to grade the schools much better than it was
possible to do before.

Tins building Avas commenced in the fall of 3 869. It is a com-
modious, substantial and conveniently arranged structure, which is

now furnished with seats for the accommodation of six hundred pupils,

and can be arranged to accommodate one hundred more when it

shall become necessary. It contains five school-rooms—six recitation

rooms—six clothes rooms—four halls and a room for the meetings of

the Board of Education and the office of the superintendent. The
school-rooms (four of them) are in size 28x36 feet and the fifth one is

36x58 feet. It is furnished with modern desks throughout. The
cost of the building—including outbuildings, pavement, curbing,

furnaces, insurance, and in fact everything but the school furniture

—was forty-one thousand six hundred and seventy-four dollars and
forty-six cents ($41,674.46.) The cost of the school furniture was two
thousand four hundred and ninety dollars ($2,490). Total cost,

including furniture, forty-four thousand one hundred and sixt3'-four

dollars and forty-six cents ($44,164.46).

Though we know much remains to be done before the schools of

our city shall be as perfectly graded and as thoroughly taught as wc
hope to have them, yet we are greatly encouraged when we remember
how much progress has been made within the past two or three years.
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PLAINFIELD.

C. S. Stillmax, Superintendent.

To E. A, Apgar, State Superintendent

:

~

The statement given in the blanks furnished, does not exhibit a

complete account of the condition of our schools.

As to finances the following statement will show it more fully

:

Sept. 1, 1871, credit by balance,

1871-2, district school tax, | of one per cent.

State school tax,

From State school fund, ....
Tuition from non-residents, ....
Rent of hall, - ....
Special tax for bonds and coupons.

Debtor to salaries of teachers, ...
To insurance,

Interest, -

Printing, - -

Fuel,

Gas,

Books, stationery, &c.,

Construction and repairs,

Furniture, -

Miscellaneous, -

Bonds and coupons,

Balance Sept. 1, 1872, .... 4770

The course of study pursued in the schools is according to the
programme appended to this report, modified according to circum-
stances.

Penmanship is under charge of a special teacher, employed for the

purpose.

You will perceive that the number given in the report as attending
private schools (113) is quite a small fraction of the whole number
between five and eighteen in the city, (1404.) This is evidence
of the great popularity of the school. In fact, for the past twenty-five
years, no private schools have been sustained long in competition
with it.

In June last, thirteen graduates, having completed the course of
study, received diplomas from the board at the conclusion of the
very interesting commencement exercises before an audience filling

one of the largest churches in our citv.

$ 263 69
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COURSE OF STUDY IX THE PLAIXFIELD PUBLIC-

SCHOOL.—PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.

First Year.—Class D.

Reading from charts and primer: spelling: printing letters and
words: comiting and writing numbers to 100; object lessons.

Second Year.—Class C.

First reader; spelling: writing numbers to 10,000; adding; ob-

ject lessons.

Third Year.—Class B.

Second reader; spelling: Felter's first lessons in arithmetic; ob-

ject lessons.

Fourth Year.—Class A.

Reading : spelling : Felter's primary arithmetic : writing on slates
;

copy book Xo. 1.

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT.

First Y'ear.—Class D.

Reading : spelling: writing; Felter's
,

practical arithmetic through
simple numbers; Guyot's primary geography.

Secoxd I^ear.—Class C.

Reading; spelling: writing ;' arithmetic through compound num-
bers ; Guyot's common school geography.

Third Year.—Class B.

Reading ; spelling : writing : arithmetic through decimal fractions
;

geography finished ; Clark's grammar commenced.

Fourth Y^ear.—Class A.

Reading; spelling; writing; practical arithmetic finished
;
gram-

mar ; history of the United States.
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EXTRAS.

Compositions—Once in three weeks, during the third and fourth
years.

Declamation.—Once in three weeks, during the fourth year.

Draioin^.—Two lessons a week, second and third years.

ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT.

First Year Class D.

Higher arithmetic; grammar; analysis of words; reading; spell-

ing ; writing.

Second Year.—Class C.

First term—Algebra
;
parsing

;
physical geography.

Second term—Algebra; ancient history ; book-keeping.
Third term—Algebra ; modern history ; botany.

Third Year.—Class B.

First term—Geometry
;
physiology

; rhetoric.

Second term—Geometry ; natural philosophy ; rhetoric.

Third term^Trigonometry ; natural philosophy; botany.

Fourth Year.—Class A.

First term—Logic ; zoology ; astronomy.

Second term—Mental philosophy ; chemistry ; science of govern-
ment.

Third term—Moral philosophy ; chemistry ;
geolcgy.

extras.

The second year, pupils are allowed to take French, German or

Latin, and the third year, Greek, in place of any of the studies of
the regular course. The course in Latin and Greek is arranged with
special reference to preparing young men for college.

Compositions and Declamation—Once in three weeks during the
course.

Drawing.—One lessson a week during the first year.
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RAHWAY.

G. W. Treat, Superixtendent,

To E. A. Jipgar, State Superintendent :

Our schools are slowly but steadily passing from a condition of disor-

ganization and inefficiency to one of order and efficiency. The sta-

tistics of the past year show a more marked progress than that of

any former year. We have an increase over last year of four teachers

and 230 scholars. The attendance of the pupils has been more reg-

ular, so that notwithstanding a small-pox panic in one of our districts,

and the prevalence of whooping-cough in all the schools of our city,

we are able to report the names of Ralph D. Marsh, Frank Marsh,

and John J. Mc Vicar, who have neither been absent nor tardy for the

entire year of 203 days. We also report the names of George Gage
and Euphemia H. Woodruff, who have been present 200 days.

There has also been an increase of seventy-six in the number attend-

ing between eight and ten months ; between six and eight months,

an increase of fifty-one : and between four and six months, an increase

of seventy-six.

We succeeded last winter in securing legislation authorizing the

bonding of the city to the amount of $50,000 for educational purposes,

and the common council have plans for a new school building to cost,

without the furniture, about $30,000, which building we hope to have

in readiness for the opening of the schools in September next. The
completion of this building will mark a most important era in the

educational interests of our city, and in anticipation of "the good

time coming," we are working hard to bring up our teachers to a

higher standard of scholarship and efficiency.

To aid in this work we have a normal class which meets every

Saturday, and all our teachers, except those holding first grade certif-

icates, are required to attend its sessions. As nearly all the cer-

tificates held by our females have been given upon mere informal

examinations, we have notified all such that their certificates will be

revoked, and that they must prepare to pass, sometime during the

coming winter, an examination in accordance with the standard of

gradation used throughout the State. While we are thus aiming to

increase the efficiency of our teachers, we are also seeking to secure

a more regular attendance of our scholars and more thoroughness in

their study. We have created a musical department in our principal

schools, and expect to make it a success. The " imperfect census
"

so severely and deservedly censured by our worthy county superin-

tendent, has been corrected this year, and the general outlook is

decidedly encouraging.
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ATLANTIC COUNTY.

Calvin Wright, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

My statistical report for the past school year, so far as facts and
figures are concerned, may, I think, be regarded so near perfection

as to be practically called perfect. A very slight discrepancy may
be found to exist between a few of the sums apportioned from town-
ships (item 2) to their respective districts and the sum actually used
by the district, which discrepancy will be occasioned through failure

of the board of trustees in hiring teachers in time to ascertain the

exact amount of salary paid, but the discrepancy will be so slight

as to be of little practical value.

It will be seen that no township, city or.incorporated town in the

county has failed to order an amount of money amply suflBcient to

meet the provisions of the supplementary act of 1871, making the

schools entirely free during nine months of each year. The ready
response of the townships, towns, &c., to this act, is, 1 think, sufficient

evidence of the popularity of the free school system in Atlantic

county. I have yet to hear the first objection from any patron of

schools in the county, and the few murmurs of those opposed to the

law have been silenced through the frowns and indignation of the

more intelligent portion of the county, thus vindicating the predic-

tion found in my early reports concerning the popular sentiment of
the county in the matter of free schools, the machinery of which,

although having been but one year in operation, gives abundant
proof of its just claims upon the community, through the general

improvement manifest throughout the schools of the entire county.

The educational interest W'hich has been elicited in the county,

amounts, in many instances, to a degree of enthusiasm most encour-

aging to the friends of educational reform, and reflects the highest

honor on the intelligence of the masses. Never, to my knowledge,
have the schools given so much evidence of an earnest to a perman-
ent position on the high road to progression and to the attainment of

2
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an eminence in the scale of educational improvement, as at the pre-

sent time, an earnest ia which, if teachers persist, will, at no distant

day, place the schools of Atlantic county on a plane comparing favor-

ably with the best. There is a duty, however, eminently belonging

to the school officer and patron of schools, which is almost entirely

overlooked, the performance of which would greatly contribute to

enhance that interest which the faithful teacher labors so intently to

promote in our schools. This duty consists in frequent visitations

with a view to the acquaintance with the modus operandi of the school-

room ; an acquaintance that should be considered absolutely essen-

tial to the well-being of any school over which, especially, the board

elect, is placed for direct supervision next to that of teacher. For
an officer or patron to neglect so important a duty and then excuse

himself on the grourfd of ignorance in such matters, is as frivolous as

it would be to attempt an excuse for neglect in sending his child to

school for the same reason on the part of the child. The more ignor-

ant the greater the necessity for acquiring information in both cases.

I would appeal to every patron of our public schooTs, urging the

importance of immediate attention to this valuable aid to the agencies

employed in the instruction and training of our children, the youth

of our country, upon the intelligence of whom hangs the future of a

country, the government of which is so directly in the hands of its

people. It is generally granted that ignorance is the mother of vice

and crime. Then is it too much to claim that the intelligence of a

community should be its paramount consideration, and thai the ten-

dency of an intelligent community lies in the direction of virtuous

action, the result of which is an appreciation of true moral worth
through the acquisition o£ an ability to discriminate between vice and
virtue ? If this be correct no one should seek to shirk a responsi-

bility of such magnitude, a responsibility lying at the very foundation

principle of all that is good and great. If a doubt exists in the mind
of any one touching the benefits to be derived from a better system

of visitation on the part of trustees and patrons, all I ask is a trial in

the direction indicated, or to substitute something supposed to be
better and put it into practice. Let us adopt some method through

which we intend to give an earnest of our intention to bestow time

and labor in the work of educating our children, by strengthening

the efforts of our teachers and showing our willingness to share in

those responsibilities so lavishly thrown upon them, and which so emi-

nently belong to ourselves. <' Never too old to learn " should be our

motto, and no better demonstration of the sentiment could be made
than in a practical application of it in the direction suggested. There
is no broader field for labor, and none in which more real, genuine,

lasting good can be accomplished at so small a cost of either time,

labor or money, and no investment can begin to make so valuable a

return. This is not mere theory. I speak from actual experience

and know whereof I affirm.

Enough, perhaps, has been said in this connection, but I would
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simply ask if any person would think it good economy to employ a
laborer and ask him to go to his task, expecting him to accomplish
the same with little or no instruction touching the nature of the work,
the method of performing it, and with no kind of a supervision ex-

cept that of a remote order ? If no, how much more emphatically
will the same answer apply to a similar question respecting our
teachers.

At the risk of being misrepresented or accused of personal interest,

I must be allowed to say a few words with reference to the system of
county supervision. From the strong probability that the present is

the last annual report that will become my privilege to make for the

county, 1 feel free to allude to the subject in connection with what
has already been said concerning the more direct supervision of the

schools. My firm conviction is that the present progressive condition

of the schools is mainly due, not so much, perhaps, to the personal
agency of the officer through whom the machinery of supervision is

run, as to the system itself, which prescribes certain duties, the per-

formance of which must necessarily render the system more or less

efficient and eminently useful. Through its workings the schools of
Atlantic county are, in the aggregate, at least 300 per cent, in ad-
vance of their condition six years since, and yet there is left an abun-
dance of room for more direct labor of the kind to which allusion is

above made, a labor which, if properly appreciated, would, doubtless,

be cheerfully bestowed, the effect of which would be to enhance the
value of general supervision to an immeasurable degree beyond its

present usefulness, thus completely neutralizing the effects of the few
remaining croakers whose sails are already fluttering in the breeze
of popular sentiment, and the wind from which should be entirely

removed beyond the power of use.

The average visitations of the schools have exceeded three to each,
and with one exception, (No. 2) none have received less than two
each, while several have received four or more each, according to the
seeming demand for special conference ; the labor of which, together
with the other duties required in the labor of supervision, has occu-
pied my whole time with the exception of a few weeks during the
heated season, when the schools were all vacated—ten months of
personal labor, requiring at least six months of horse and carriage
wear, at an expense to the county, of less than $800, only $500 of
which are of any avail to him upon whom the performance of this

duty is imposed. An efficient county supervision of schools is of
more real value to the county, properly considered, than the work cf
all other county officials, save, perhaps, that of an efficient county col-

lectorship, and not one requires so much labor at so small a compen-
sation. One word more in this connection and I am done. Whoever
may be the future county superintendent, my voice and influence shall

be given in favor of better compensation to the supervision of schools,
especially in Atlantic county.

By way of encouragement to the teacher, with a view to a better
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acquaintance with and a higher attainment in the profession, I will

refer him to former statistics which show a gradual increase in sal-

ary for the past four years, of at least nineteen per cent, for males and
a slight average increase for females ; but this slight increase for the

female teacher is only apparent in consequence of several having

been but temporarily engaged to assist, at a very low figure. The
average increase in the salary of female principals has been equal to'

if not greater than that of male teachers. This fact, I think, may
fairly be taken as an evidence of a better appreciation of a teacher's

profession, and that the feeling of the public in favor of a grade of

teachers better qualified for the duties of their vocation than has

hitherto been the case, and an indication that the time is approaching

when the third grade teacher will be employed only in the primary
department. Another evidence of the increasing interest of the

county in the right direction, is the large increase in the estimated

value of school property—an increase equal, at least, to seventy-eight

per cent, of the valuation in 1S68—since which nine new buildings

have been erected at a cost of about $800 to $5,500 each, making an
aggregate of over $20,000, at an average of about $2,300 each,

besides the purchasing and repairing of others to the amount of about

$3,000 more. Xos. 7, 16, 17 and 26 have done credit to their respec-

tive districts in the erection of large and commodious buildisgs, the

least of. which is estimated at $2,500 and the largest at $5,500 ) the

latter of which will have cost, when completed, at least $6,000. No.
1, however, must have the credit of taking the lead in this laudable

enterprise of building school-houses, followed by Xo. 38, both of

which had their houses erected previous to the time above named for

the nine, to which reference is made. Xo. 22 has ordered the assess-

ment of a sum not exceeding $3,000, and expect to commence, their

building soon. Other districts are agitating the subject and will,

doubtless, follow the good example set by their neighbors, in due
time.

Thus flourishes the good work, and thus may it continue to flourish

till no person shall have it to say that a single district in the county
lacks the necessary accommodations for aflfoMing to every child the

means of acquiring a good common school education.

BERGEX COUXTY.

Alexander Cass, Superintendent.

To E. A. ^Spgar, State Superintendent

:

The whole number of visits made to the schools of this county,

from August 31st, 1871, to September 1st, 1872, is one hundred and
twenty-seven.
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The powers conferred upon the county superintendent by the twenty-

fourth section of the school law, in regard to school districts, are at-

tended with happy results.

Formerly, the changin.o; of the boundaries of districts was left with
the inhabitants of the districts to be aflected thereby, which was
productive of protracted disagreements, engendering strifes and ar-

resting progress. This superintendent has been successful in ad-

justing these differences to the general satisfaction of all concerned

;

but his labors have thereby been greatly increased, and much pa-

tience and discretion were required to discharge those duties accept-

ably to the public.

The trustees of vacant schools quite uniformly apply to the county
superintendent to furnish them with teachers, which practice keeps

him in constant communication with unemployed teachers, and with
parties prepared to furnish the needed supplies. My ambition lias

been, in all instances, to procure the most competent teachers that

their pay will allow.

Past experience having demonstrated its necessity, the examina-
tion of teachers, the past year, has been more thorough and search-

ing than heretofore. The examiners are not content to confine them-
selves to the printed questions placed in their hands, to the exclu-

sion of oral 0! es, which are asked, to fully bring out the qualifica-

tions of teachers, touching all points necessary to make them suc-

cessful and acceptable.

Graduates of the Normal schools, of New York, and New Jersey
are indiscriminately employed in this county, between whom there is,

at times, a ploasant rivalry in commending the modes of teaching as

pursued in the institution from which they respectively graduated.
This generous competition awakens the dormant energies of many
teachers, excites their ambition and enlivens the general interest in

public education.

Whilst the people of this county generously favor the existing

school law, their opposition to its two mill tax feature continues un-
abated. They can not see the propriety of abstracting from the

county $15,000 annually, and placing the same elsewhere. They
contend that the assessors' valuations are now much higher in this,

than in the counties which take from us that which is regarded as

our exclusive property : that if the valuations here were reduced to

the figures used in many of the remote counties there would be no
need of taxing us for the benefit of others as able to pay as we are.

Besides, the economy adverted to creates the necessity of raising

larger sums than heretofore by district taxation, since not enough of
the two mill tax is returned to pay teachers' wages, and the deficiency

must be made up by local taxation. In one instance, in a single

district, there is a deficit of $600. In other words, the proceeds of
the two mill tax appropriated to the district falls $600 short of pay-
ing the teachers.

Public sentiment looks to the attainment of a hioher standard of
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popular edHcation than that which now exists. We believe we haz-

ard nothing in saying, that, so far as its practical results thus far

may legitimately be taken as a specimen of its powers, we have one
of the best systems which has yet been devised, for securing, when
faithfully administered, the benefits and blessings of public instruc-

tion.

BURLINGTON COUNTY.

Henry S. Haines, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superiniendefit

:

The operations of our schools during the past year, while they
have failed to attest the full realization of the hopes entertained at

the date of the last annual report, cannot but be considered as at

least successful. The gratifying increase in the salaries paid to

teachers of both sexes, that to males being eighteen per cent, and
that to females being thirteen per cent, in excess of those paid the

preceding year, is a proof of itself, of the increasing liberality of the
people in educational affairs, and a reliable criterion of their intel-

lectual advancement.
The ratio of attendance also, shows an increase, which, I am sat-

isfied, would have been sufficiently greater to verify all the predic-

tions made for it a year ago, but for the occurrence of unforseen and
unavoidable contingencies. The total destruction by fire of two of
our school houses during the early part of the school year, and the
vacation of several others for alteration or repair, materially dimin-
ished the general average ; while the prevalence, and apprehension
of infectious diseases, operated in an uncommon degree to empty the

school-rooms of their usual occupants, and in several districts, for

many weeks, entirely closed the schools. Notwithstanding these

draw-backs, and one or two other important ones having their origin

in causes more properly discussed elsewhere, the attendance has in-

creased about four per cent., and I am convinced would have in-

creased, had those causes not prevailed, in a far greater ratio.

But even with all those hindrances removed, the attendance would
not be by any means what it should. This fact is so fully realized

by the intelligent portion of this community, that I feel assured that

some wise and well-guarded provision for compulsory education
would be welcomed here as a measure calculated to effect a much
needed reform.
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The eflfort of the last Legislature to legalize the loan of the school

fund of the State for the purpose of enabling school districts to

build or repair their school-houses, and the failure to render the

loan effective, through important omissions in the wording of the law,

wrought considerable disadvantage to several districts in our county

previously intending to build, the trustees of which, but for having

their hope stimulated with the prospect of securing funds from the

State, would have been able to borrow from private sources the

money needed for their buildings, rested from their efforts to secure

the means at home, and were consequently doomed to a year's disap-

pointment. In this way the attempted passage of the law did more
harm than good for the past year ; but it is reasonable to hope that so

wise a provision will not be permitted to fail, and that the coming
session of the Legislature will witness its passage in a more intelligi-

ble form.

It is gratifying to me to bear testimony to the increasing interest

displayed by trustees in attending the township board. These meet-

ings have almost uniformly been seasons of great pleasure to me,

and I am sure are invariably promotive of immeasurable good to the

trustees and to the schools they represent. I have always endeavored
in my intercourse with them, to consider and discuss every matter,

however remotely connected with the schools and the laws govern-

ing them, and to solicit from them in return an expression of opinion

regarding every topic presented for consideration. By this means
I think I now fully understand their wishes and the wishes of their

constituents, and hope at another time, and in another manner, to

bring to public notice the conclusions resulting from the information

thus received.

If I remember aright, it is your special desire this year to receive

information relative to the amount of labor we may reasonably be
expected to perform in the discharge of our duties as county superin-

tendent in our respective counties.

This is a rather difiicult duty to fulfill, I know of no exact way of

estimating what might be done in that important work, if every ele-

ment could be combined to render the services of the superintendent

most thoroughly effective.

I can safely assure you, however, that a proper performance of all

the duties required by the present law, would, in Burlington county,

demand the close and undivided attention of the supervising officer.

Any deviation from this principle cannot but be productive of loss to

the schools.

1 have endeavored, with very limited success, to supplement the

stipend received for my services as superintendent, by the occasional

performance of acts appertaining to a separate profession, and have
learned, that without materially improving my pecuniary circum-

stances, 1 have risked a loss of influence for good in the schools ; and
my conviction is a settled one that, here at least, the entire time and
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energy of the superintendent must be devoted to the school work,
flow he is to be justly requited for such unremitting labor does not
yet appear.

One hundred and fifty days are needed to make the school visita-

tions alone and to make the visits of sufficient duration to be of any
value.' These comprise nearly all the days of the school year that

are available for travel. Two months more must be spent in visiting

the twenty-five township boards of trustees ; and all the remaining
days, as well as almost all tiie evenings, and pnrt of many nights,

must be devoted to consultation and correspondence. The number
of doubtful and controverted questions submitted tD the superinten-

dent for settlement, is far greater than would be supposed, and of

course, consumes much of his time in their adjustment, but it is very
pleasing, and, at the same time, when we consider the apparent un-

willingness of many to become reconciled to the opinions of others,

rather remarkable, that his decisions are generally peaceably ac-

cepted as final ; and so many controversies are completely set at rest

through his instrumentality.

In a county of such magnitude as ours, the item of correspondence
is by no means insignificant. 1 have frequently been employed after

the performance of arduous duties during the day, until midnight,

with my pen. Much that must be written far transcends in impor-

tance ordinary correspondence, and rcciuires generally much more
time in preparation than in execution.

The good that results from the systematic inspection of our schools

as now practiced, is certainly very great, but it would be difficult to over-

estimate the increased value to the schoolsof a supervision bestowed by
an officer who could feel himself sufficiently remunerated to zealously

and conscientiously devote every thought and care to fostering those

influences that tend to strengthen the purposes of education, and con-

stantly apply his mind to the discovery of means to render the ad-

ministration of his office interesting and efiective.

The number of new school-houses reported as five, as I have pre-

viously said, would have been greater, but for the attempted passage
of the loan act of last winter. Several, however, are to be built dur-

ing the coming year, and one or two of a very superior character.

The same scrupulous care that characterized the teachers' exami-
nations of the previous year has attended those of tJie year just gone,

and forty-three out of one hundred and twenty-eight, or, about one-

third of the applicants failed to receive certificates. The close ob-

servance of the regulation of the State board in relation to this mat-
ter, has wrought great good in this county, and has occasioned a de-

mand for teachers of ability never before experienced, while the in-

creased salaries ofi"ered them, aflbrds an additional incentive to a dil-

igent endeavor on their part to render themselves proficient.

In closing this report, I am happy to .state, that I am aware of no
circumstance calculated to disturb the tranquillity or to mar the pros-
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perity of our schools, and I feel warranted in renewing the assurance

expressed in my last report, that the new law, even with its present

imperfections, is working benefits to our schools, the evidences of

which must be clear and unquestionable at the close of another

year.

CAMDEN COUNTY.

F. R. Brace, Superixtendext.

To E. »/?. Apgar, State Superintendent :

It is with some degree of satisfaction that my annual report for the

year ending August 31st, 1872, is submitted to you. All the census

reports have been received from the district clerks with the financial

reports accompanying them. All but one of the teachers' reports

have also been received.

Except where particular reference is made to Camden and Glou-

cester cities, they are not included in the comparisons and tables in

this report.

SCHOOL HOUSES.

During the past year new school-houses have been erected in Green-

ville district. No. 6, Rowandtown, No. 11, and Westville, No. 14.

Greenville school-house is built of brick, thirty-five feet long by
twenty-eight feet and eight inches wide, with walls fourteen feet high.

It is furnished with the best kind of desks, and with wall slates. It

is an ornament to the district.

Rowandtown school-house is a two-story frame building, thirty-six

feet long by twenty-eight feet wide, with posts twenty-four feet high.

It, too, is furnished with the most approved modern desks, and has a

plentiful supply of black-board. It is a very neat edifice.

Westville school-house is a two-story frame building, forty feet long

by twenty-eight feet wide, with posts twenty-four feet high. It is to

be furnished with the right kind of desks, and supplied with the

nscessary amount of black-board surface.

All of these houses are model buildings, and in size, arrangement,
furnishing and ventilation, are all that the districts require.

Rosendale, No. 4, school-house has been enlarged and remodeled,
and the improved modern furniture placed in it. A new house for

the colored children has been commenced.
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In Ellisburg, No. 7, the school-house has been enlarged by the

erection of an upper story. One room has been furnished with new
desks. New furniture has also been placed in the new school-houses

in Hillman district, No. 8, Mount Ephraim, No. 18; Pump Branch,

No. 37, and also in the house for the colored children in Union, No. 3.

In Gloucester City one of the school-houses has been enlarged and
furnished so as to give comfortable accommodations to 120 additional

pupils.

The enlargment or re-furnishing of school-houses in Camden city

will be referred to by Prof. Fewsmith, the city superintendent, in

his report.

There is some dispute about the school property in Chew's Land-
ing district. No. 18. This has prevented the erection of the building

ordered a year ago.

In Spring Mills, No, 22, the land has been purchased for a sit

the new building. The house is to be finished this fall.

In Thorn, No. 29, the trustees have commenced repairs, and hope
to have them finished in a couple of months.

In Berlin, No. 30, additional ground has been purchased, part of

the district tax to build the new house collected ; but the building

which has been ordered, has not yet been begun.

Such a year of progress in school-house reformation has never been
known in Camden county. " The hearts of the fathers have been
turned to the children."

The number of very good school-houses in the county is twenty
;

good, ten; medium, seventeen
;
poor, two; very poor, five. More

than one-half in the county are very good or good.

The value of the school-houses and property is $257,179.31, an
increase of $67,429.31 on the value of last year. Their average value

in each city and township is—in Camden, $15,931.25; Gloucester

City, $9,083.83 ; Stockton township, $2,500, an increase on last year of

$820; Delaware, $1,712.50 ; increase, $1,137.50; Haddon, $6,711.66;

increase, $878.66; Center, $1,025.00 ; increase, $535.00 ; Gloucester,

$871.43; decrease, $49.57; Waterford, $860.00; increase, $50.00

;

Winslow, $700.00 ; decrease, $19.00 ; the county, $4,592.50 ; increase,

$720.05.

l<'ourteen are supplied with maps and charts, an increase of ten.

Four have no outhouses; twelve have indifferent ones; the rest

have good.

FINANCES.

The amount of money ordered to be raised by district tax for the

payment of teachers' salaries is $6,311.84; a decrease from last year
of $28,375.31 ; the amount for building, repairing, &c., $58,631.25

;

an increase of $19,626.96 ; making a decrease in the total district tax

of $8,748.35.

The amount of money necessary to keep all the schools in the
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county, includint^ those in Camden and Gloucester, open nine months

in the year, is $62,369.61, which is $3,561.41 more than the total

amount of the appropriation from the State. As many of the schools

are kept open ten months in the year, the amount of money received

from the State falls short of the amount required to maintain free

schools through the school year about $7,000.00. When it is

remembered that only twenty dollars are allowed for incidentals in

each district, even in Camden city, and enter into the above calcula-

tion as to how much it requires to maintain free schools niue months, it

will be seen that the esti mate is really too low. Twenty dollars ought

to be allowed for each department in each school district, and then

about $73,000 would be necessary to pay teachers' salaries, fuel bills,

and for incidentals. The average monthly salary paid to male teach-

ers is $67.96 ; increase on last year, $14.97; to female teachers, $41.38;

increase, $7.88.

TRUSTEES.

The trustees have made more frequent visits to the schools than in

former years, the total number made in the whole county, outside of

Camden and Gloucester, being 234. In Haddon district, No. 12,

fifty-six visits were made; in Rosendale, No, 4, twenty-two; in

Union, No. 3, nineteen : in Milford, No. 28, fifteen, and in Bates

Mill, No. 38, twelve. Such constant visitation has resulted in great

good to the schools.

The district clerks have been faithful, and attended to the interests

of the schools.

The financial reports of the different districts have been compared
with those received from the township collectors. In several dis-

tricts great discrepancies were found between the two reports which
could be traced to the want of proper books in which to keep the

accounts.

TEACHERS.

All of our teachers have been faithful and have striven to do their

work well. Especial mention must be made of the work done in

Milford school. A year ago, the standing of that school was the

lowest in the county ; now, it is not merely equal to the average, but

a little above.

Thirty-six of our teachers hold third grade county certificates

;

eight, second grade, and four, first grade. One held a State certifi-

cate.

The general average obtained at the regular examination, exclu-

ding candidates that were rejected was, for first grade, 87 4-5
; sec-

ond grade, 86 5-9
; third grade, 79 5-6. The following teachers have

received first grade certificates the past three years :



86
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attendance has been very much interfered with by the prevalence of

small-pox in many of our districts, Some of the schools had to be
closed several weeks, and yet the average attendance has exceeded
that of last year. This is very gratifying-, and shows the increasing

interest in the matter of education.

•The following table of studies pursued, stage of advancement and
attendance is submitted, to show the state of education in the county.

If it were not that too much space would be occupied, the informa-

tion would be given by districts instead of by townships, and in more
divisions of the different branches. The schools are divided iu this

tabular arrangement into two departments, primary and higher. The
primary includes those who in reading, have studied the alphabet,

first and second reader ; in spelling, v/brds of one and two syllables
;

in geography, the primary text book; in arithmetic, the fundamental
rules; and in grammar, orthography. All who have advanced
beyond these positions are included in the higher department

:
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ber of months is reported for Nos. 16, 18, 19, 22, 23, 32, 35 and 39.

In 16, 18, 22 and 32, the failure arose from a difficulty in engaging

teachers in the spring time after the winter school had closed.
* In 19 and 35 the schools were closed because the teacher was sick

and there was sickness in the neighborhood. In 23 and 39 the num-
ber of school children was less than forty-live, so that they have not

had money enough to maintain a school longer than a few months.

Were it not that No. 39 has an extensive territory and a good school

house worth $1,000, it ought to be dissolved and united with the

adjoining districts. It has only thirteen school children.

CONVENTION OP TRUSTEES AND TEACHERS.

Perceiving that there was a great variation in the different schools

in the course of study, and in the time allotted to the recitations in

the different branches, and feeling that it was necessary to have some-

thing more of system in the school work, a convention of trustees and
teachers was called to meet in Camden last June, which was well

attended. Previous to the meeting, blank schedules had been sent to

teachers, which they were requested to fill up with the recitations

heard through the day, tlie time when the recitations were heard and
the number of minutes given to each recitation. The blanks were

filled up and returned to me. From these the information was gath-

ered, that the time devoted to reading varied in the different schools

from forty-eight minutes to two hours and thirty-nine minutes ; to

Bpelling from eighteen minutes to two hours and twenty minutes ; to

writing from nine minutes to thirty minutes ; to geography from five

minutes to one hour ; to arithmetic from thirty minutes to two hours

and nine minutes, to grammar from no minutes to one hour and

twenty minutes.

In order to avoid this great lack of system, a schedule was pre-

pared and submitted to the convention, which was unanimously

adopted as the schedule to be followed by all the schools in the

county. Circumstances might in some districts require a little de-

viation from the programme, but as a general rule it was to be fol-

lowed. The great feature of the schedule is, that every pupil is to

be instructed in each and every branch required to be taught in our

schools, the little ones getting such instruction, generally oral, as

their little minds will bear, and only a little at a time, and each

branch getting its appropriate share of time. The following is the

schedule for schools having but one department. Another for schools

having two departments was also adopted, but space will not permit

its insertion.
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SCHEDULE OF RECITATIONS, WITH THE NUMBER OF MINUTES GIVEN TO EACH ONE.

FKOM

9.00 A. M.
y.io

"

y.i3
"

9.24
"

9.35 "

9.46 "

*9.59 "

1U.15
"

10.23
"

10.30 "

10.42 "

*10.o5 "

11.11
"

11.20
"

11.30 "

11.52
"

TO
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CAPE MAY COUNTY.

Maurice Beesley, Superintendent.

To E. Jl. Jipgar, State Superintendent :

In collating the material and statistics for my annual report for

the year terminating September 1st, 1872, I will call your attention
in the first place, to a very gratifying movement in the erection of

new school-houses.

In the Upper township at Petersburg, in No. 4, a new one of ample
dimensions to accommodate the children, is in progress of construc-

tion. A number of meetings and counter meetings were held, before
this necessary work became an accomplished fact. *

In Dennis township. No. 11 has ordered $800 assessed towards
building a large two-story building, sometime during the coming
year. In No, 13, near South Seaville, a new house well adapted
for the purpose, is being built, to be finished in time for occupation
this fall. Two large houses are nearly finished in the Middle town-
ship, one at Cape May Court House, No, 16, and another at Goshen,
No. 18. The former is a largo tAvo-story building, capable of seating

150 children, and one which will be a credit to the place and its

projectors. The vestibule in front is divided, one part for the boys,

and one for the girls, which is a decided improvement on the old plan,

and much to be admired, as the sexes are entirely separate in their

ingress and egress from school. That at Goshen is likewise a struc-

ture of nearly the same dimensions and will seat about the same num-
ber of children. It is a beautiful building, and reflects much credit

on the district. A long contest to get a house, has resulted in the
erection of one, which now seems to give general satisfaction as to

location and style.

In the Lower township. No. 22, Swaintown district, steps were taken
two years ago to build a new house, but the amount of money ordered
to be raised, viz : $163 per annum, being so small necessarily delays
the work, if not indefinitely at least for a number of years. Other
districts in this township need new houses, but the pretext made by
the people generally is, that they must wait before taxing themselves
further, to see their onerous war bonds paid off, which is certainly a
justifiable cause of delay at this time.

finances.

The State money, from the two mill tax and State appropriation
it will be perceived by the following statement, has increased some
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what over last year. Dennis township continues to raise one dollar

on the scholar as heretofore, and the Upper township has joined issue,

in fact has no competition, except Cape May City, in the county,

having raised one dollar and fifty cents per scholar. This is grati-

fying, as it enables those townships to run their schools nine months
without embarrassment. May their example be followed by the

Middle and Lower, that they may reap the benefits and emoluments
with those townships. Cape May City retains her exalted liberality

and raises $1,600 for school purposes, in addition to her quota of the

State fund, being four dollars and nine cents to each scholar.

The surplus fund is variable, some years more and some less,

depending upon the promptitude of the recipients of the fund, in pay-

ing up the interest to the loan commissioners. The financial state of

the county stands as follows :

:.Stato Fund.

Upper Township, . , . $2230 42
Dennis Township, ... 261418
Middle Township, ... 3378 47
Lower Township, . . . 2333 53
Cape May City, . . . 1770 84
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in the school-room, and if possessed of education, tact and persever-

ance, he may become a successful one, and receive the honor and
respect due to his merits. As a class they are advancing in the scale

of respectability and usefulness and our schools, as a general rule, are

in the charge of teachers competent to teach, and ambitious to deserve

the reputation which must ever attach to the accomplished and suc-

cessful one.

VISITING SCHOOLS.

During the past year I have visited every school in the county

(with the exception of two or three not open at one of my rounds)

three times. My first round was made in October and November,
the second in January and February, the third in April and May.
The time occupied at each visit dependsupon the number of children

in the school, and whether it has one or two teachers. In a small

school with fifteen or twenty children we seldom find it necessary to

remain much over an hour. But in the larger from one hour and a
half to half a day. On an average, including time to travel, but one

school can be visited in half a day.

The travel necessary for visiting schools is but a small part of that

required. To meet the trustees for various purposes, to settle difficult-

ies, etc., districts must be visited, and to meet the township boards,

townships must be visited. A very considerable amount of time

becomes requisite in attending to an almost daily correspondence,

with teachers, trustees, and others, and in sending out reports, blanks

and instructions to district clerks, making out monthly and annual

reports to the State Superintendent ; likewise of making a record of all

our work in our own book, as well as in those voluminous blank books
furnished by the State Superintendent, to collect data at each visit

in reference to school matters. Then we must attend to the many
calls from trustees, teachers and others, all of which requires time

and attention. Therefore, most of the time of the superintendent

is required to keep up with the work, which seems to be on the

increase rather than the decrease.

The first thing to observe in entering a school-room is, to ascertain

the order that is kept by the teacher, as the practical efficiency ofevery
school depends upon it. Then to hear the recitations, making such

suggestions as may be deemed requisite for the occasion, and mostly,

before leaving, to address the classes upon subjects relating to school

matters, as may seem to be required, and seldom leave without a
private conversation with the teacher, as to his duties and prospects,

the object of which is to give him encouragement and support in his

arduous, trying and perplexing calling.

As ap^plicable to this subject I will quote a few lines from a poem
called ' The Foresters," by Alexander Wilson, the ornithologist,

descriptive of a pedestrian tour made to the falls of 'Niagara, from

Philadelphia, in 1803. He was a teacher at this time, and seemed
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to appreciate the situation with feeling and pathos. It was elicited

on visiting a school-house near the Water Gap.

" Dear to the Muse, to Truth, to Science dear,

Be he who Immbly toils and teaches here !

His worth, his labors shall not sleep forgot,

And thus the muse records them as she ought. '

Of all professions that the world has known,
From clowns and cobblers upward to the throne

;

From the grave architect of Greece and Rome,
Down to the framer of a farthing broom.
The worst for care and undeserved abuse,
The first in real dignity and use,

(If skill'd to teach, and diligent to rule,)

Is the learned master of a little school.

He leads the growing mind, through every stage,

From humble A B C to God's own page
;

From black, rough pothooks, horrid to the sight,

To fairest Hues that float o'er purest white ;

From Numeration, through an opening way,
Till dark Annuities seem clear as day

;

Pours o'er the mind a flood of mental light.

Expands its wings, and gives it powers for flight,

Till earth's remotest bounds and Heaven's bright train,

He trace, weigh, measure, picture and explain.

If such his toils, sure honor and regard
And wealth and fame will be his dear reward

;

Sure every tongue will utter forth his praise,

And blessings glad the evening of his days?
Yes ! Blest indeed by cold ungrateful scorn,

With study pale, by daily crosses worn.
Despised by those who to his labors owe
All that they read, and almost all they know

;

Condemn'd each tedious day, such cares to bear
As well might drive e'en Patience to despair

;

The partial parent's taunt—the idler dull

—

The blockhead's dark impenetrable skull

—

The endless round ofA B C's whole train.

Repeated o'er ten thousand times in vain.

Plac'd on a point the object of each sneer.

His faults enlarge, his merits disappear
;

If mild—" Our lazy master loves his ease,

The boys at school do anything they please."

If rigid
—"He's a cross, hard-hearted wretch.

He drives the children stupid with his birch.

My child, with gentle means, will mind a breath,

But frowns and floggings frighten him to death."

Do as he will, his conduct is arraigned.

And dear the little that he gets is gained
;

Ev'n that is given him on the quarter-day,

"With looks that call it

—

money thrown away.
Just Heaven ! who knows the unremitting care
And deep solicitude that teachers share,

If such their fate by thy divine control,

O ! give them health and fortitude of soul."

EXAMINATIONS.

Our examinations have been held regularly every three months,

and have been tvell attended. Under the regulations no license is
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granted except to those that come up to the required average, and
great care is exercised by the board in passing judgment upon the

qualifications of the candidates, that none pass who fail to come up
to the proper standard of moral deportment and educational capacity.

Messrs. A. L. Haynes, principal of Cape May City school, and S. B.
Jarman, principal of Tuckahoe school, both competent gentlemen,
still remain in the board.

By your direction I have freely advertised, that no person here-

after will be considered a teacher, or entitled to receive any of the State

money, unless at and during the time of teaching he or she shall be
the holder of a certificate of license in full force and virtue. This
enforcement will relieve the examiners as well as superintendent of

much trouble. Private examinations for obvious reasons are discour-

aged, but four having been allowed during the year, and they to

teachers who had been teaching and needed their money.
The number examined is as follows, viz:

First grade, '
- - 4

Second grade, ........ 4
Third grade, 33
Rejected, 3

Whole number of applicants, 44

UNIFORMITY OP BOOKS.

Admitting we have a better class of teachers than formerly, and
many new and improved school houses, yet there remains one
great drawback, and that is our failure to introduce into the schools

generally, a uniform system of books. A few of our schools are well

supplied, others only in part, too many, however, are following the

old plan of obtaining their books from stores, without regard to uni-

formity. The trustees, as a general rule, are in favor of the system,

and if money were provided for the purpose, every school in the

county would soon be supplied with books as adopted by the boards
of trustees of the several townships. If any plan to bring about a
uniform system of books could be devised, it wold add greatly to

the character and usefulness of our schools.

I must state to the credit of the district clerks, that their reports
all came in on time except two, in both of which a short delay of
three days occurred, but satisfactory reasons were given for the

detention.

No3. 5 and 6 at Tuckahoe have recently been consolidated. No.
6 being a small district is especially benefitted by it, and No. 5 i&

not injured, as it receives $300 as a bonus from No, 6 to go towards
liquidating the debt of the new school-house. This leaves the county
now with but tsvo districts with less than forty-five children, viz

:

Nos. 7 and 9.

In my financial report accompanying this, I trust you will find the

averages carefully adjusted, and as the reports from district clerks are
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more correct than formerly, it is to be hoped you will find this, if not

perfect, yet in an improved condition over former ones.

In summing up our work for the year, we have to congratulate our-

selves that it has been an improving one, and that we are ascending
slowly, and to be hoped surely in the cause of educational advance-

ment. We have six new school houses in progress of erection. At
this rate in two and a half years more we shall not have an inferior

house in the county. The stranger can pass along without a sneer,
" that such and such a building is not a tit recipient for beasts, and falls

below the high calling ol a school house in this enlightened era of 1872.^'

CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

A. R. Jones, Superintendent.

To E. Ji. Jipgar, State Superintendent

:

I herewith present to you the sixth annual report of the schools

of Cumberland county:

It aflbrds mo much peasure to make my report for the school year
ending, Aug. 31st^ 1872, as we think that much has been done to

advance the cause of education in this county, during the past year.

There seems to be more earnestness, and a more sincere desire on
the part of our trustees to have better schools ; they have better, and
more advanced ideas of schools ; they want better teachers, and are

willing to pay good teachers good wages ; they exercise more care in

the selection of teachers ; they show a desire to have their schools

furnished with maps, globes, &c., they acknowledge that teachers

need such things just as much as the mechanic or farmer. I think

we have some of the best, most faithful trustees in the State. I

should like to mention the names of several of the district clerks,

but, perhaps they would prefer not to have their names in print.

Those men have taken a good deal of interest in their schools, and
if their labors are not appreciated by the people, they may be sure

that one feels very grateful for the work done. While we have
many things to encourage us, we still have a great deal to dishearten

the most sanguine worker. In several districts we have school-

houses that are disgraceful to the districts. Many of our farmers

would not have such unsightly buildings upon their farms
;
yet they

vote every time against a resolution to build a new house. AYe have
trustees who have no sympathy for public schools, and as a natural

consequence, feel no interest in them. It is a little singular to see
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men acting as trustees of public schools, yet insisting that the free

school law is a hard one, because it compels them to educate the chil-

dren of other people. But these are only exceptional cases, a large

majority of our trustees are earnest, free school men, and are anxious

to make the public schools as good as they can be made.
Free Schools.—As we have said in other reports, the great major-

ity of the people of this county are in favor of free schools. They
believe in them. But we have some croakers, who seem to think it

is hard for them to pay for the education of the children of others,

when they had to educate their own. Such persons seem to think

that the children belong to their parents just as sheep and horses

belong to a farmer. They are so selfish, and narrow-minded that

they cannot see that these children will soon become citizens, and it

is certainly much better to have good citizens than bad ones. A man
who sincerely loves his country, must feel an interest in those who
will, in a few years have charge of all our public matters. Interest

in regard to education is evidently increasing, though perhaps not so

rapidly as one might wish. The people of Bridgeton, Millville and
Yineland, are taking steps to secure better educational advantages.

Vineland has established a high school, and we believe that Millville

will have one soon, and we hope the citizens of Bridgeton will not

be satisfied until they have a free high school.

Efficiency of Teachers.—During the year, 128 applicants for cer-

tificates have been examined. Four first grade certificates have
been granted. Two to ladies, and two to gentlemen. Seven second
grade, two to ladies and five to gentlemen. Eighty-three third

grade, nineteen to gentlemen and sixty-four to ladies. Thirty-four

applicants were rejected ; twenty-nine ladies and five gentlemen.

Our teachers as a general thing, seem anxious to improve them-
selves, and keep up with the times, although we have some, who know
it all, and have no desire to waste time in better preparing themselves
for the work.

School Accommodations.—We have sixty-five school houses in the

eight townships of our county; total valuation $79,075.00 ; seven are

marked very good, thirty-seven good, seven medium, seven poor,

and seven very poor. Last year we numbered sixty-three. One new
one has been built in Deerfield township, and one district has two
houses; the second one is in the woods, and has not been reported

until this year. They have school in it only three months during the

year. We have 5,767 children. AVe find that 696 are accommodated
in the seven very good houses, 2,577 iii the thirty-seven good houses,

and 405 in the medium houses ; 612 are reported as being accommo-
dated in the seven poor and seven very poor houses. Two clerks

report that their houses will seat none comfortably. The sixty-five

houses will only seat 4,289 pupils, leaving 1,478 pupils without school

accommodations. The work is not all done yet.

Improvements One new liouse built in district No. 8, The house
at Port Elizabeth has been painted inside and out, and seated with
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the best modern furniture. There is a new school house in district

No. 58, but as it is not quite finished, I suppose wc shall not be able

to report it this year. There is a house, contracted for in Cedarville

to cost over $4,000, and is to be ready for use by winter.

Work.—During the year, I made 321 school visits, and traveled

1,930 miles. It is a difficult matter to estimate the amount of work
done. The condition of public school buildings was taken during
the year, and forwarded to the State superintendent. A map of the dis-

tricts has been prepared, and also the boundaries have been written.

I visited the schools as often as possible. I feel a great interest in

our schools, and I enjoy visiting them very much. I have performed
the work willingly and cheerfully, and my only regret is, that I could
not do more.

Attendance.—7,898 names have been enrolled; 776 have attended
ten months ; 1,209 have attended eight months, but less than ten;

1,591 have attended six months but less than eight; 1,801 have at-

tended four months, but less than six; 2,521 have attended less

than four months; 384 have attended private schools, and 1,879 are

reported as not attending any school ; 4,400, or nearly one-half of the

children, have either attended less than four months or not at all.

There is something wrong in this particular, and the friends of educa-

tion must see the absolute necessity of resorting to compulsory
means, in order that the wise and liberal provisions of the State may
be highly benefical.

Average attendance 4,115. Many of our citizens keep their

children in school, as much as they possibly can, but there are those

in nearly every district, who are very careless, and this indiflerence

is generally manifested by those who will never be able to give their

children anything but an education. It is a shame that these poor
innocent children, must be robbed by their own parents, and they
must suffer during a whole life. When these children grow to man-
hood and womanhood, and then realize what they have lost, I do not
envy the feelings of the parents when they are reproached with the

fact that " there was a good free school, and you might have sent me,
but now it is too late."

Trustees.—As we have elsewhere stated, we believe that we have
some of the best and most faithful trustees in the State. This may
be an extravagant statement, but we certainly have some men who
have been very faithful, and the schools tell where we have such
men. There is but very little change of teachers in suet districts.

Teachers are hired by the year ; the silly notion that we must have a
" master" in the winter to whip the big boys, and a " mistress" in the
summer to mother the little girls, has been exploded long since with
those trustees. They believe that teaching means something, and
they want teachers, not " masters or mistresses ;" they realize that

there is a vast difference between a school keeper and a school

teacher.

Anybody can hear a class recite, but how many can teach a class ?
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The success or failure of our schools largely depends upon the trustees.

It is impossible for a school to rise higher than the teacher, and
almost impossible for it to rise higher than the trustees. The best

teacher in the land, will not for any great length of time, drag along
an old fogy set of trustees. I am glad that so many of these men
have been re-elected. When we can find men, who will take an
interest in the work, we ought to keep them at it. Some of our trus-

tees have held the position for twenty years. This gives permanency
to the schools. Trustee meetings are very poorly attended. It is

strange that our citizens feel so little interest in these meetings. At
some of the meetings only six or seven were present ; others only
three. Some of the meetings were adjourned, and some were not
called. Not one-fourth of the people in the county, know anything
about the financial condition of the districts.

Change of Teachers.—There arc fifty-eight districts in the eight

townships of our county, and eighty school departments. During
the past year, one school had four different teachers, eight had three,

twenty-seven had two, and forty-four had no change during the

year. Twenty of the forty-four were in the township of Landis.
This constant change of teachers is one of the worst evils, in the
carrying out of the school system in this county. I will not take
space in this report, in presenting the reasons for getting good teachers
and keeping them. Any man who can reason, can see the evils which
must result from continual change. There is not such a wild, foolish

desire for change among our business men ; a good business man
knows that the usefulness of a good clerk increases in proportion as

he becomes acquainted with his customers. The trustees of Bridgeton
and Millville public schools do not so frequently change their teach-

ers. Some of their teachers have been in those schools, ten, eleven,

twelve, and even fifteen years. If a teacher is worth $100 for the first

term, she is worth more the second, and yet trustees will change, and
pay the second teacher just as much as they did the first one. High
schools should be established in Deerfield, Shiloh, Greenwich, Cedar-
ville, Newport, Mauricetown, Leesburg and Port Elizabeth. If
schools of a higher grade could be organized in each of the above
named places, the means of obtaining a good education would thus
be brought within reach of all the pupils in the county. Those
schools would of course be free to those residing in the district, and
a moderate tuition fee could be charged for those coming from other
districts. As we have already stated, Vineland has such a school,

which will accommodate not only those in the district, but those in

adjoining districts. I feel very anxious, that these schools of a
higher grade, may be established, as they must be of great value to

our system.

They will furnish us with teachers, and will exert a great influence

on all the lower grades. It will give the children something to look
forward to, and the better the school, the greater will be the ambi-
tion to enter it.
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" The high school will always be the people's college, where the

greatest number will receive an education in the higher branches,

and tiieir necessities must be regarded." " The top stone of our
educational system is the high school."

During the months of June and July, 1 met the boards of trustees,

and on the 23rd of August we held a county convention of the trus-

tees, in the Court House at Eridgeton. Resolutions in relation to

visiting schools, the sphere of the teacher, teachers institutes and
township meetings of teachers, were presented, and discussed, with
a good deal of interest.

In the afternoon, the Rev. Mr. Enders addressed the convention

«pon the nature and importance of the office of trustee. We have
reason to believe that the meeting of the trustees will result in good.

We trust that our trustees will more forcibly feel the responsibility

that rests upon them.

We have an excellent system of education, but we must not fold

our hands and congratulate ourselves ; we nmst work, if we would
win. " In the march of improvement, on which we have entered,

who pauses is left behind." 1 hope we shall have more work and
better work, during the coming school year. Let us all feel, that

"only in the intelligence and virtue of the people is there any
ground for confidence in the future maintenance of those rights; and
especially of the right of religious freedom, which is the dearest to

every intelligent mind and upright conscience. An enlightened peo-

ple cannot long be an enslaved people, and only an enlightened peo-

ple can be a free people. Knowledge and liberty go hand in hand."
I take this opportunity of again returning my thanks to the

teachers and trustees for the many acts of kindness and hospitality

which I have so frequently received from them.

ESSEX COUNTY.

Charles M. Davis, Superintendent.

To E. A. Jipgar, State Superintendent

:

In accordance with law, I have the honor to present the following
report

:

Essex is one of the smallest, but, at the same time, the most popu-
lous and the most compact of all the counties in the State. It forms
one of the seven Congressional Districts, Hudson being the only other
county that forms a district by itself.
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The Passaic River, rising half way across the State, runs north-

easterly as far as Paterson ; then, bending to the south, it continues

in that course till it reaches Newarii Bay. The county formerly had
this river for its boundary on the west, north and east, but a small

triangular section has been taken from the north to help form the

county of Passaic. That curious elevation of trap-rock, known as

First and Second Mountains, running north-east and south-west,

divides Essex into two nearly equal parts. Newark City, at the

mouth of the river, and also extending along the bay, occupies a con-

siderable part of the eastern section. This city, as regards popula-

tion, is the thirteenth in the Union ; as regards manufactures, it is

ranked third. Orange, at the foot of the mountain, is a city of ten

thousand inhabitants, and is rapidly increasing. The rest of this

section is mostly covered with pleasant villages, the homes of thousands

whose places of business are in the neighboring cities of New York
and Newark. The narrow valley between the so-called mountains

and the region beyond them are thinly settled. When the tunnel,

now begun, and to be finished in two years, shall open communication

between the opposite sides of these hills, the difference between these

portions will gradually disappear, and the county will become more
homogenous.
The state and progress of education in the county arc influenced

by these geographical facts. In the eastern portion are found the

graded and high schools of the city and vicinity; in the west, the

district school, with its many deficiencies and disadvantages. The
schools of Newark, for many years under the able direction of Super-

intendent George B. Sears, have grown in number, size and eflSciency.

His report will speak for itself. Orange has also a superintendent,

who reports for the schools of that city. The remainder of the

county, consisting of ten townships, is under the charge of the County
Superintendent, and it is of them that I beg to present this report.

During the year ending August 31, 1872, as during the previous

one, there has been progress in everything pertaining to our public

schools. This consists in new or improved buildings ; a large increase

in the value of school property ; a larger number of children enrolled

in the school register
;

9, decrease of those who attend no school ; an

advance in the average salaries paid to teachers, and an improve-

ment in the character and condition of the schools themselves. Two
new houses have been built, one in Bloomfield (No. 7), at a cost of

$30,000, and one in North Caldwell (No. 14) for $1,000. There were
912 more children on the register; 753 less in no school; the sala-

ries of male teachers have increased $12.79 per month; those of

females, $2.59. There are no "very poor" school houses in the

county ; the number of " poor" ones has decreased.

The people are becoming, quite generally, convinced of the fact

that they must look to the public schools for the education of their

children, and that these schools will be very much what the people

themselves make them. They consequently pay willingly for build-
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ings, .furniture, and salaries, provided they can tlius secure good
schools. Private schools are not increasing, nor is the number of

children attending them, although two have been opened by the Ro-

man Catholics, one in Millburn, and the other in South Orange, each

of which has drawn away fifty children from the public schools.

The best method of counteracting sectarian efforts is to make our free

schools better than any others; parents will not long consent to de-

prive their children of superior advantages to gratify denominational

pride or bigotry.

The financial condition of the districts is good. In Nos. 36 and

37 (East Orange), where expensive houses have been built and fur-

nished, the money was raised by bonding the districts. In Bloom-

field (No. 7), $15,000 has been borrowed on bond and mortgage—the

other half by taxation. In Belleville, an act of the Legislature has

been obtained, authorizing the trustees to mortgage the school prop-

erty in order to make repairs—an act of questionable wisdom. A
district as rich as No. 3 should raise, by direct taxation, enough to

make all necessary repairs, especially as it votes no other district tax.

Most of the eastern districts raise large sums annually for the pay-

ment of teachers' salaries, and for other school expenses. Those in

the country, however, particularly on the west of the hills, are so eco-

nomical in spirit as to prevent the raising of enough money to keep

good schools for nine months in the year. • Still, to this there are

noble exceptions, as will be seen by a reference to the statistical

tables, and the spirit is extending. JSefore many years, there will be

no difiiculty in raising, in any district, all that is needed to have good
schools in good buildings.

When first appointed superintendent, I gave my whole time, for a

year and a half, to my official duties. I defined and described the

boundaries of the districts ; held meetings with trustees, and visited

the schools. This was pleasant work, but the salary paid only one-

quarter of my family expenses, and I sought other employment, which
prevents my visiting the schools as much as is desirable. During the

past year I have made fifty-four visits ; at some of the schools I have

spent a day, at others an hour. There are ninety-one departments

in the county ; half a day spent in each would require two and a
quarter months ; if two visits were made, four and a half months.

This, added to the other work, would occupy the school year. It is

desirable that the county superintendent should give his whole time

to his official duties. This can be done only when the salary will

command his entire services.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

William Milligan, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

In compliance with the law, I have the honor to submit my annual
report :—1 have received all the reports of the district clerks, with
but one exception, viz., Hopewell; hence I have been compelled to

deduct one-fifth of its school census.

I take great pleasure in stating that the reports, with one or two
exceptions, have been prepared with great care. The position of

district clerk is no sinecure, and it behooves the district to elect

good men.
The desire for good schools is now general. The old dilapidated

structures are fast disappearing, and the few that still remain are the

cause of shame to many well-wishing persons. During the year just

closed, Franklin ville has built a new house, of which it may well be
proud. Fries's Mill and Madison have also built good houses, the

latter being furnished with the best of modern school furniture.

Woodbury, Harmony and Clover Dale, have had some needed repairs

completed. Glassboro' has again enlarged its borders by building a
wing containing two fine rooms, which have been furnished with ex-

cellent furniture. Almonesson, Swedesboro', Williamstown, Malaga
and Deptford, are now engaged in building new houses. Those at

Swedesboro' and Williamstown contain four rooms each, and they

will be ornaments to their respective neighborhoods. Bridgeport is

now engaged in adding another room above their old one, proving
that, as our march is onward, it is also upward.

I trust that, ere another year rolls around, all of our very poor
houses will be numbered with the things that have passed away.
Gloucester is doing bravely. Considerable work remains to be done
in the two townships that were annexed from Camden county, viz.

:

Washington and Monroe.
Several of our districts have furnished themselves with libraries,

and we trust that, before another report is due from Gloucester,

every school will be furnished, not only with a library, but with help

that is necessary to make the school effective and attractive.

We have some excellent teachers in our schools, who are doing a

good work—the drones are being expelled. The salaries of the

teachers have been increased, hence the efficiency of our laborers.

Then we have live trustees ; men who are interested in the subject

of educating the masses, and who are willing to pay liberal wages,

and supply their schools with books, maps, globes, charts, and such
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other aids as are essential in the school-room, and who not only, after

supplying the teachers with tools, visit their schools, thereby encou-

raging both teachers and pupils in their work.
In such districts where the above are fully carried out, we find our

best schools, and the people willing to raise the district tax. We
have visited all the schools, with very few exceptions, our visitations

numbering one hundred and sixty.

Some districts have called for more attention than others. I am
convinced that county superintendents should devote all of their

time to the work ; but they cannot do it with the present salaries. I

spend my time, when visiting the schools, in examining the pupils,

ofiering suggestions to the teachers, and conferring with the trustees.

The teachers and trustees have always treated me kindly, and made
me feel at home ; and I have had my heart cheered by the teachers

making the remark: " My pupils desire to know how soon you will

call on us again;" adding, " they feel as much pleased with your
visits as we do."

I have a very eflScient board of examiners, and we have exam-
ined, during the year, 119 candidates; of these, 111 received certifi-

cates, and eight were rejected. G. W. Smith, Daniel Hutchins, Paul
Richmond, B. D. Bozarth, and Emily Shaw, received first grade.

Hopewell and Virginia have been united.

I am still engaged in straightening our boundary lines, and hope
to have them all recorded during the winter.

Our people are generally satisfied with the school law. Much has

been done, and much more will be done. The district clerks report

this year, under the column of " Children who attend no school,"

1,143.

We have had more office-work and correspondence, this year, than
all of the previous years combined, and my report would have been
presented sooner, if I had not been interrupted so often in its com-
pilation by matters relating to our school affairs. There is one thing

we want, in order that our schools may properly be called " Free
schools;" and that is that our districts should furnish everything that

is necessary to be used in our schools. Harrison, Woolwich, Frank-
lin and Monroe, are the only townships that report township tax.

For further information as to our financial affairs, please refer to the

table of statistics.

Glassboro' sustained, at the expense of the district, a night school,

for five and a half months, for the benefit of those boys who are em-
ployed in the glass-works during the day. Number enrolled, ninety,

with an average attendance of fifty-one. Three teachers were em-
ployed part of the time. The Young People's Christian Association
of Woodbury also sustained a night school for the benefit of those

whose education was neglected in their youth, which proved quite a
success. The number enrolled was forty. There are four private

schools in the county, and they are well patronized.
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HUDSON COUNTY.

William L. Dickinson,'^Supeiiintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

Sir :—The end of another year of labor has come, with gratifying

evidence of progress in the great work of education in this county.

Not only have we made progress, but, so quietly and peacefully have

we worked, that one would hardly suspect the interest and enthu-

siasm really felt in our operations. We have gained no victory, be-

cause we have had no contest, and fought no battle.

So rapid is the increase of the population in this county, as se-

riously to tax the energies and pockets of the people, in order to fur-

nish the necessary school accommodations. In 1867, when my first

report under the present school law was made, the population, be-

tween the ages of five and eighteen, was 26,104. By the census

taken this year, we find 44,681 between the same ages; an increase of

more than seventy-one per cent, in five years. It is altogether likely

that the increase in the next five years will be greater than during

any previous five years in the history of the county. Nevertheless,

I believe that the people, with few exceptions, are awake to their

responsibilities in this respect, and expect, with cheerfulness, in-

creased taxation for school purposes. 1 wish I could write, without

exceptions, and report better things than I am able for District No.

16, embracing the town of Harrison, and District No. 9, in the town-

ship of Union. Harrison is a compactly-built town, containing, ac-

cording to the census of 1870, 4,115 inhabitants, and, according to

the school census taken this year, 1504 children between the ages of

five and eighteen, and yet there is no public school-house. Two
rooms in a deserted factory are hired for school purposes, in which

the average attendance for the past year is reported to be eighty-one.

I shall be surprised to learn that the State affords another so extreme

a case of neglect of public schools in its whole number of 1 ,390 dis-

tricts. Yet I would not blame the trustees, in all cases, for this state

of things. Circumstances beyond their control have repeatedly

thwarted their efforts, and postponed what I think cannot be far off,

the erection of a good school-house.

District No. 9 reports 179 children between the ages of five and

eighteen, and no school-house. A very old and wretched structure,

not belonging to the district, is used for school purposes. I believe

nothing but the influence of some wealthy non-resident landholders

prevents the erection of a school-house. With the two cases men-

tioned ends all the fault-finding I have. The rest of the county is
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doing nobly for its children. In my last annual report I showed
fully, district by district, the progress made in the efficiency and en-

largement of the schools of this county during the previous four years.

It is unnecessary, this year, to present a similar retrospect. Suffice

it to say we have taken no step backward.
At my suggestion, the cities of Hoboken and Bayonne have estab-

lished each a board of examiners, whose meetings I attend and
whose examinations I direct. As a natural consequence, the number
of teachers examined by the county board has much diminished.

Were I to report the results of the city examinations, combined with
those of the county board, the total number of teachers examined
would be about 150,

The attendance of many of the schools has been much reduced by
the prevalence of the small-pox and other contagious diseases. The
small-pox, in particular, was so malignant in some parts of the county
that the schools were closed.

It is very pleasant to be able to report an average increase of sala-

ries of teachers. In no way do people show their appreciation of
teachers so plainly and pleasantly as in the increase of salaries.

Most of the male teachers are principals of schools, and most of the

female teachers are assistants. This will account for the great dif-

ference of $68.90 between the average monthly wages of the diiferent

sexes. The highest salary paid to female teachers is $100 per
month. About twenty receive that salary. Eleven men receive

$193 per month. In the evening schools of Jersey City, males and
females receive the same salary, $S.50 per night for principals, and
$2.50 per night for assistants. The usual work of visiting schools,

trustees, etc., I have, notwithstanding some hindrances of ill health,

faithfully performed, having made over 400 visits to city and county
schools.

HUNTERDON COUNTY.

Cornelius S. Conk ling, Superintendent.

To E. A. Jlpgar, State Superintendent

:

This field is widely extended, the physical area is large, and the
school territory broad and long.

Hunterdon county comprises one hundred and seven districts, hav-
ing one hundred and thirty-two departments, reports 10,850 chil-

dren between the age of five and eighteen years, and has employed
during the past school year one hundred and eighty-seven different

teachers.
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The annual review of the field—its buildings and work performed,
with the apparent results, has been made.

This extended survey has been performed with conscientious faith-

fulness, calling to its accomplishment all proper and authentic adju-

vants.

In the formation of opinions, no little incidental knowledge, picked
up by the wayside, from patrons and pupils, has been added to notes

made on the spot and at the time, and information duly derived from
official reports.

In summing up results, due regard has been had to several auxil-

iary agencies, helping to give efficiency to effort. Each agency has

been properly accredited with a share of influence in obtaining

advance.
A careful inspection of the external condition, as well as the

interior workings of the schools during the past year, dispassionately

compared with the condition, workings and progress of preceding
years, intelligently justifies a joyous conclusion.

Convictions of manifest and decided present gain, with a hopeful

future, are fully warranted and awarded to the intellectual toilers of

the county.

However much work remains to be done, before our schools shall

approximate to the high condition of perfection expected and anti-

cipated by those noble patrons of education, who have toiled sa
faithfully; yet much work has been already performed, and the results

are unmistakably auspicious.

The clouds which still hang upon the horizon, do not preclude the

vision of much clear sky, harbinger of speedily enlarged brightness.

But the honorable patrons of education, for whom this report is

essentially prepared, will desire more specific knowledge of the work
done, progress attained, present condition, hindering causes, with
some suggestions of means for future improvement.

WORK DONE.

It is often a matter of delicacy to speak freely of acts personally

performed. But when the performance has l)een commanded by
proper authority, and a regular and strict account of the stewardship

required by that authority, then the apparent delicacy is excused.

The superintendent herein reporting, according to the require-

ments of the law, has endeavored to execute the several duties of his

office, according to the best of his ability.

CORRESPONDEXCE.

The amount of correspondence is extensive, of necessity the num-
ber of correspondents is large, and the variety of subjects great,

often demanding much thought and examination before the proper
reply could be satisfactorily given. Many letters are received apper-
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taining to matters entirely beyond the knowledge or control of the
superintendent, and a large amount of time has to be bestowed on
agent letters importunate and useless, whilst the application of hungry
teachers from abroad, with unpaid back postage, asking for good
places, is well nigli legion.

At times it has been difficult to keep up the correspondence of the
office, and at the same time attend properly to the visitation of the
remote districts requiring several consecutive days' absence.

OFFICE DAYS.

Regular office days are appointed and published, for both Flem-
ington and Frenchtown, thus accommodating the school men of the
different parts of the county.

The superintendent has not failed to be on hand at the appointed
places, but in a single instance, and then detained, through sick-

ness.

The number of visits on the^appointed days] has been large, and
the results of these visits of no small avail to the schools.

QUARTERLY REPORT OF TEACHERS.

In view of the fact, that the annual report of the teacher is of
little account, except in aiding the clerk to make out his returns to

the superintendent, a long list of questions carefully prepared, was
issued from this office at the close of the first term of the school year,
with the request to each teacher to fill the blanks and return imme-
diately.

The questions thus issued, were just such as the superintendent
would have proposed to the individual teacher personally met.

These blanks were carefully and neatly filled, and promptly
returned, and with two exceptions are now on file in the office.

This quarterly reporting proved highly serviceable in preparing
for a more intelligent visit to the schools, and in enabling the super-
intendent to compare his own views with the ideas of the teachers,
as represented by their answers to thequestions that had been sent
forth.

SCHOOL VISITS.

The number of school visits made during the year has been already
reported. Every district has not been visited twice, all have been
visited once, and many more than twice, making the average more
than twice to each school.

The whole number of visits made is 232, the number of districts in
the county being 107.

The patience of the superintendent, has been considerably exer-
4
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cised in several instances, when having rode a long distance to visit a

school, he found the doors closed, the teacher absent, and "no school

to-day."

In several of these instances, the occasion of closed doors, was the

sickness of the teacher, but in more cases, the " no school to-day,"

was occasioned by the inexcusable absence of the teacher, looking

after his own interests or pleasure rather than the good of his school.

In visits to the schools, an effort has been constantly put forth, to

ascertain clearly the condition of both the scholars and teachers.

Sometimes the teacher has been permitted to go on undisturbed

through the regular exercises of the session, but frequently the

classes have been heard or drilled by the superintendent.

OTHER VISITS.

The calls to visit the districts specially, and attending school

meetings held for the consideration of building and other important

matters, have been multiplied, and have greatly increased the amount
of travel and occupied much time.

THE EXAMINATIONS.

The examinations have been held regularly at the appointed time,

and also two special examinations have been held for special

reasons.

It has been the custom of the board of examiners of this county to

convene on the evening of the day preceding the examination of the

candidates, in order that everything may be properly arranged and
in place, and for the avoidance of all confusion at the time of exam-
ination.

The examinations have been on Friday rather than Saturday, and
the reviewing of the candidates' work has been reserved until after

their departure, for good and sufficient reasons.

It has been the constant effort of the board of examiners to render

the examinations as pleasant to the applicants for licensure, as is

consistent with faithfulness to the sober trust committed to them.

As much of the oral has been added to the written examinations

as time would allow. Often an institute exercise has been briefly

held during the day of examination.

In the opinion of the examiners it would be far better for the can-

didates and all concerned if the length of the time of examination,

even for a third grade, could be extended.

Many candidates have done themselves great injustice by the haste

in which tLey come and go.

In reporting work done in this county it is proper to refer to some
auxiliary agencies, helping forward the cause of education.

The superintendent would refer gratefully to very many of

the district trustees, and specially to a large number of the
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clerks, who have ever discovered a willingness to aid in any work
for the advancement of the best interests of their several districts.

Many of these men have often come to the office for instruction and
counsel, from remote parts of the county, with no other pay for their

labor than the satisfaction arising from the conscientious performance
of duty.

The press of the county has aided the cause to the extent asked.

Two of the eight county papers have an educational department.

A. B. Noll, of White House Station, is editor of this department in

the Family Casket, and I. C. Butler edits the educational portion of
the Hunterdon Independent.

But while only two of the eight periodicals of the county have dis-

tinctly a department devoted to educational interests, yet the appre-

hension is doubtless just that the six other county papers are always
open to any matter for the promotion of the cause within their borders.

teachers' association.

The teachers of the county have a well organized association for

mutual profiting, and the advancement of the general interests of
education. This association is increasing in favor, and is destined to

become a power in the midst of the districts for good. Many of the

exercises of this band of workers have been of commendable order,

and worthy the occasions.

This organization is regarded as an important auxiliary in accom-
plishing the work proposed to be done.

THE BOARD OP EXAMINERS.

Acknowledgment of the valuable services of the gentlemen com-
posing the board, is justly due them. To Messrs. I. N. Leigh, prin-

cipal of Reading Academy, Flemington, and L. K. Strowe, principal

public schools of Lambertville, the county superintendent acknowl-
edges great obligations. Through the continued faithfulness of these

men, the examination of candidates has been conducted with increased
satisfaction to the superintendent, and the plainly expressed satisfac-

tion of the candidates.

While the faithful performance of an examiner demands much of
the fortitor in re, at the same time there is equal need of a large
amount of the suaviter in modo.

It has been a happy circumstance that the Messrs. Examiners of
Hunterdon, have happily balanced both boldness in duty and kind-
ness of manner.

THE CLERGY OP THE COUNTY.

In the mention of educational agencies employed during the year,
it would be unpardonable oversight not to name the interest taken
and the influence exerted by a number of the reverend gentlemen of
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these borders. Surely none of the learned professions occupy a

position more favorable for the exertion of wide and decided power
over both teachers and scholars.

The zeal and encourgement of some of the pastors are hereby

acknowledged ; and in behalf of the schools, the prayers and the

counsel of all others earnestly invited.

At the last convention of the teachers' association, the three clergy-

men of the borough in which the sessions were held, all favored the

convention with their presence, and each delivered an excellent

address.

THE PROGRESS ATTAINED.

During the year six school houses have been completed, viz

:

White House, White House Station, Hickory, Franklin, Fairmount,

and Three Bridges. These are all fair structures, adequate to the

wants of the districts, and an honor to those who were instrumental

in their erection. White House and White House Station are erected

in view of the future wants of the districts. The building at the

station is indeed a well proportioned and comely edifice, and thor-

oughly furnished with modern furniture.

Other school buildings are in present process of erection. Con-

solidated Stockton is building a house worthy the district. Round
Valley will shortly rejoice in a two-story school edifice looking beau-

tifully upon that lovely valley. Also Summit and Wagoners will

speedily quit the ancient structures for proper accommodations.

Clarksville and VanSyckels have both resolved to build, and the

materials are even now probably drawn together.

Several school-houses have been very thoroughly repaired and
re-furnished. Little Brook looks very like a new thing, without and
within. Stanton has excommunicated its ancient and uncomfort-

able desks and benches, and Mount Pleasant has been new floored

and ceiled, desked and seated.

THE TEACHERS.

The fact that many of the teachers have come up yearly on " exam-

ination-day " in quest of the self-same " third grade," has furnished

the board a favorable opportunity to judge somewhat correctly of

their proficiency.

The deliberately expressed conviction of the examiners, is that the

majority of these teachers who annually present themselves as candi-

dates for third grade certificates, should do so no more, but seek,

henceforth, for something higher.

Many teachers have been plainly told by the superintendent the

opinion of their examiners.

THE SCHOOLS.

It is an encouraging circumstance that, whereas the census of the

past year shows an increase of only one hundred and nineteen (11^)
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children over the census of the preceding year, the number of scholars

enrolled during the past school year exceeds the number enrolled the

former year by one thousand and sixteen (1,016).

Another fact, highly encouraging to every friend of education, is

the discovery that, although the average attendance has been shame-
fully less than it should have been, yet the average number of chil-

dren attending school the past school year exceeds the attendance of

the preceding year by four hundj'ed and forty-eight (448) ; and again,

the average attendance of the last year exceeds the attendance of
that reported in 1870 by six hundred and twenty-four (624).

In the pleasing fact of the increased average attendance of 448
scholars, with an increase of 1016 on the register, is found much
sober ground for rejoicing on the part of all the patrons of common
school education.

ORDER IN SCHOOL.

Manifestly the order in the majority of the schools is better. In-

deed the improvement in this item is a matter of common testimony.

The people outside are often competent witnesses of the order inside

the building.

The mention of this item

—

order—is put before the interior work-
ings of the school because of its intrinsic importance. Learning how
to keep order is a department in which many teachers are slow
scholars.

The superintendent, in every single school visit, has kept an eye
ever open, and an ear ever attent. And whilst it seems that some
men are never to learn the great secret of maintaining order among
children, yet the testimony is herein recorded that the schools of
Hunterdon county are very greatly improved in this important
particular.

CLEANLINESS OF THE ROOM.

Before the school visitor begins to listen, he. looks around.
The floor of the room and its walls and windows claim a close atten-

tion. Next to good order comes in the tidiness of the whole. Tes-
timony is freely borne to a large increase in the attention bestowed
on floors, walls and windows. Seldom has the same, or an equal
amount of cobwebs or dust met the eye in the precincts of the same
school building. The superintendent has in more than a single in-

stance taken the liberty to commend a freer and a more frequent use

of the besom, and has sometimes suggested the speedy obtainment of

a new broom. Moreover, in some cases, there has been a hearty
commending of a brush applied to the floors and the walls.

THE SCHOOL EXERCISES.

The classes have been heard, the quality of the recitations noted,

the scholars' proficiency closely marked, the teacher's aptness to
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teach observed, and resultant upon this deliberate inspection comes
the pleasing conviction of advancement on the part of both teacher

and taught. Undoubtedly the larger proportion of the children are-

advancing with commendable rapidity, and a fair degree of tho-

roughness.

In some of the remotest districts, where least anticipated, classes

have been found drilled with respectable accuracy in English gram-
mar ; and it is a matter of congratulation to many that this county

bids fair to graduate at least a goodly number of good spellers.

The branch best taught in the schools is probably practical arith-

. metic ; the study least attended to and worst taught is English gram-
mar. The younger classes in reading read better than their seniors \

and the attention of the superintendent has been directed to the fact

that the female teachers are better instructors of these young elocu-

tionists than the males.

PRESENT CONDITION.

The present condition of the schools and school surroundings in

the county is to be inferred from the work done and results attained.

THE SCHOOL HOUSES.

It is a matter of profound regret that seventeen (17) of the build-

ings should yet bear the distinction of v. p. Most of these v. p.'»

should have been exchanged for v. g.'s. But the people were not

ready to build ; or, peradventure, some more influential ones, or those

upon whom the largest tax would come, thought the present struc-

tures good enough. The comfortable assurance is entertained that

another year will witness the departure of the greater number of the-

V. p.'s (the very poor) from the list.

Not want of means, but lack of will, has hitherto and still detains-

these dilapidated, uncomfortable and unseemly buildings.. " The
majority" in these districts will, before the lapse of another year,

decree their removal.

HINDERING CAUSES.

The obstacles to the proper abvancement of the schools may be re-

duced to a small number. Awhile ago, the cry was, " It costs so

much." Now the schools are free, and we search for other

hindrances.

1. The chief impediment to a better condition of schools and of

scholars is manifestly the wretched absenteeism, irregular attendance

and tardiness of the children.

The lamentations of the teachers over this delinquency continue to-

be most bitter.

Lack of interest on the part of the parents is also a great obstacle-
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to the teacher's success. Indeed, not until the parents shall awake
to the importance of a better education for their children can the

schools become what they should be.

Another obstacle to the desired proficiency of the schools is with
the teachers themselves. This county has many competent and con-

scientious teachers, both male and female ; but some of the incum-
bents, though they get through with the examination, and find a
school, are miserable workmen, and had better abandon the pro-

fession.

MEANS OP IMPROVEMENT.

The chief obstacles have been named. The means of improvement
are suggested by the mention of the hindrances. The removal of

these will prove an efficient means of the desired advance. Better

teachers, enlisting a hearty co-operation and sympathy of parents and
patrons, would accomplish more than anything else to overcome the

abounding absenteeism, irregular attendance and tardiness.

Before any extensive improvement takes place, the people must be
waked up ; their feelings enlisted ; their higher natures aroused, and.

selfish motives banished. Till then those to whom this great public

interest is specially committed should labor to foster a spirit of emu-
lation among the teachers, that each one may strive to make his or

her school an example that may be safely followed by others, and in

due ttme pupils and parents will catch the inspiration, and a spirit of

improvement will soon become the order of the day.

SUGGESTIONS.

Before closing this report, some suggestions of changes may prop
erly be made.

1st. Whereas, the law now says, " But if the moneys received by
any township from the tax imposed by this act shall not be sufficient

to maintain free schools, for at least nine months in each year, then
the inhabitants thereof shall raise, by township tax, such additional

amount as they may need for that purpose, in 'the same manner as

such taxes have heretofore been raised."

The experience of Hunterdon county favors a'change in the law,

and would suggest the word district in place of township. It has been
found to be a very difficult matter for the townships, either at their

annual town meeting, or the town committee, to ascertain and decide

accurately what additional amount is needed to fulfil the requirements
of the law.

If a township shall raise one dollar per scholar for the schsols of

the township, the result has proved that some of the schools did not

need the dollar per scholar to enable them to keep the school open
the required time, whilst other schools found the dollar insufficient.

Eabh district best knows the amount of money needed, and there-
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fore the inhabitants of this county generally would favor a change in

the law, by which each district rather than each township shall be
required to raise such necessary additional amount.

2d. Another suggestion growing out of the experiences of this

county, relates to a provision of the statute by which any school dis-

trict desiring to erect a school building, shall not be hindered in its

purpose through inability to secure a proper spot of land on which
to erect the school-house.

The greatest obstacle to the progress of school-house building has

arisen from the difficulty, and in some cases utter impossibility

of obtaining a suitable site for the house. The unwillingness of land

owners to part with a small portion thereof, has been, in many
instances, a matter equally of astonishment and amusement. And
when at length the owner of the soil has consented to sell, the price

has been such that the inhabitants would not consent to pay.

In the judgment of discreet and prudent business men, there should

be a provision of the law, by which any school district desiring to

build, should be able to secure a good building site, and without being

subject to inordinate prices. Some men have suggested the appoint-

ment of commissioners in this matter, as in the case of lands needed

for railroads or other public works.

3. The Small Districts.—The law says " that no district, except those

which have less than forty-five children, shall receive less than $350."

This part of the school law has worked very unsatisfactorily for a

number of the schools. Last year eleven of the districts had* less

than forty-five. In the apportionment of the present year, seven

having less than forty-five children, receive accordingly an amount
altogether insufficient to sustain their schools, and according to the

present census, five of the districts of the county will share this un-

happy allotment.

The sympathy of the superintendent has been strongly enlisted for

these smallest districts. The evil has been remedied, in one-half the

instances, by consolidation or growth, but how to help the remaining

five is beyond his ability. The inhabitants of these districts in ques-

tion, would greatly rejoice in some special act of legislation for their

relief.

Forty-nine of the 107 districts, containing S,025 children, receive

each $350. These forty-nine districts take $17,L50 of the whole

apportionment, leaving the amount to be apportioned to each child

in the schools having less than forty-five or more than those included

among the forty-nine, receiving the %6bQ each, four dollars and forty-

two cents.

Hence, whilst the district having forty-five children, receives $350,

that with forty-four children receives only $194.55.

Therefore, the inhabitants of these small districts, think themselves

greatly aggrieved.

Having thus reported the county of Hunterdon, its school territory,

districts, scholars and teachers—the work performed personally and
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by relative auxiliaries—the progress attained, buildings erected and
repaired, teachers improved, schools increased in number and attend-

ance, order, cleanliness, and school exercises proper, the present

condition of buildings, the hindering causes to more rapid advance-

ment, bad attendance of the children, indiflference of parents, incom-

petency of teachers, means of improvement, the removal of the obsta-

cles named, and suggestions of changes in the law for the raising of

the additional amount needed to make the schools free, for the appoint-

ment of commissioners to aid in securing school-house building sites,

and relief for the small districts, the superintendent concludes this

report with much satisfaction in the review of the past, and hopeful

in anticipations of a brighter future.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

Ralph Willis, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

With a few exceptions, the reports received from the school dis-

tricts, have been carefully prepared, and early presented. The sta-

tistical summary, based upon these reports, shows some increase in

the average attendance and in teachers' salaries, but a large increase

in the amount expended for building and repairing school houses.

During the past year six new school buildings have been erected,

all of which are creditable to their respective neighborhoods. Two
of these, situated in South Amboy, are substantial brick structures,

of good architectural design, and of sufficient capacity for seating,

respectively about three hundred scholars. Provision has been made
for erecting two other school buildings in the county, and it is

much to be desired that, during the present year, the remaining school

houses, seven in number, dilapidated and scarcely fit for school pur-

poses, may be displaced by new buildings, more creditable to the

communities interested. Besides new buildings erected, several old

buildings have been extensively repaired, while others have been
refurnished and put in better working condition.

The township boards of trustees have been called together twice
during the year. The second series of these meetings were held at

times favorable for receiving the annual district reports.

A large amount of time and labor has been given to school visita-

tions. Every school has been visited twice during the year, except-
ing a few, which, when visited, were found closed, several schools

have been visited oftener.
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Five examinations of teachers hare been held by the county board
of examiners. The number of candidates examined is 1]1. Sev-

enty-eight of these received certificates, and thirty-three failed to

meet the requirement. Of the certificates issued, three were of the

first grade ; seven of the second ; and sixty-eight of the third. Some
of the unsuccessful candidates obtained a permit to teach, until the

next meeting of the board of examiners. This indulgence to unfor-

tunate but worthy candidates, has, in most instances, been justified

by their subsequent application to study, and subsequent success.

Besides tlie ordinary duties of the office, other work, with what
assistance I could command, has been accomplished. Much time has

been given to teachers' associations, which have grown in interest

and importance during the past year. These associations have been
held monthly, in each of the three sections of the county, for the

purpose of thorough study and class exercises, upon the various sub-

jects taught in public schools. My acknowledgments are due to the

teachers of the county for their zeal in attending these meetings, and
in performing the duties assigned ; but I mention with pleasure my
special obligations to Mr. J. Corkery, of Rutgers college grammar
school, for the valuable assistance which he has so kindly and con-

stantly rendered.

By far the most perplexing and wearisome part of the work of the

past year, has been the task of mapping school districts, and obtain-

ing accurate written descriptions of their boundaries. Application

was made by circulars to the several boards of trustees for these

descriptions. When collected, they were submitted to the township

boards of trustees for examination and correction. Each district

was afterwards supplied with a written description of its boundaries,

in the corrected form, accompanied with a small map, on durable

material, exhibiting these boundaries. To complete the work con-

templated, a map of the county has been prepared, showing the lines

of each district, this, with a record of descriptions, has been placed

in the office of the State Superintendent, at Trenton, for preservation

and reference. The perplexity and labors of this additional work
have been oppressive ; but now that it is done, and done as well as it

was in my power to do it, 1 am recompensed, in part, by the useful-

ness of it, and by the hope that those who succeed me in office will

reap its benefits. Hereafter, disputes relating to school boundaries

need not arise, and should they arise, no difficulty will be felt in

deciding between the disputants, nor need there be hereafter, any
repetition of mistakes, by which the same children have been counted
in two districts, and been numbered twice in the apportionment of

school moneys.
Our present school system is effective and progressive

;
yet its suc-

cess is still impeded by hindrances with which we have grown familiar

—by the want of a sufficient number of well-trained teachers ;
the

want of suitable school furniture and school apparatus ; and, above

all, by the want of a larger and more regular attendance upon our
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schools. If the attendance of scholars could be secured in greater

number, and with the regularity usual in private schools, the progress

of public education would gladden the hearts of its friends, and meet
the just expectations of the State. Something might be done, per-

haps, towards securing more regular attendance by a public provis-

ion for rewards, to be bestowed on scholars constant in attendance

;

but with respect to the large amount of non-attendance, the only
remedy seems to be in some legislative action, making attendance at

school within certain ages, and during a certain portion of each year
between those ages, compulsory. Public sentiment throughout this

county is in favor of such legislation, as a necessary protection

against the amount of loaferism and crime which overspread our

communities, and fill our prisons. If republican institutions demand
a system of free public education, and demand it with so great

urgency that the property of every citizen may be rightfully taxed

for its maintenance, it seems to follow, that to carry out the design

in view, and to justify this demand upon property holders, the system

of public instruction should be enforced by suitable legislation.

MERCER COUNTY.

William J. Gibby, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

The return of September finds the afiairs of our school districts as

much advanced beyond a year ago as could reasonably be expected.

A sure and steady progress marks our course, and unmistakably .

shows that, as the system becomes more faithfully carried out, its ad-

vantages are more apparent. As good discipline is to successful

teaching, or, in fact, to teaching of any kind, so is the machinery of a

system of public instruction to the school. The education of the

rising generation socially, intellectually, and morally, is the great and.

only end which we are striving to accomplish. The school building,

the furniture, the apparatus are merely auxiliaries of the teacher,

who is the immediate channel through which the direct benefit

reaches the child. It would be a waste of words to discuss the ques-

tion of the necessity for the teacher; the guide by whom error is cor-

rected, effort called forth and directed, discipline enforced, and sys-

tem inculcated. Any plan of instruction must be based upon the ad-

mission that the teacher is a necessity. The question for solution,

then, is, How shall the teacher be supported and assisted in his work?
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Happily, in this great battle against the strongholds of ignorance,
the support has been amply provided by a signal victory already ob-

tained, and now remains but the other half of the problem. First

and foremost a suitable building must be provided and furnished with
comfortable seats and convenient desks, with serviceable black-

boards, with a globe, dictionary, and gazetteer, with primary reading
charts, with outline maps, and with other helps.

About one-third of the school-houses in the county have been con-

structed since the enactment of the present law ; about three-fourths

of them have been built recently. There are fifty-five districts in the

county, including the city of Trenton. In nineteen of them the school-

houses are very good ; in twenty, good ; in four, medium ; in seven,

poor; in five, very poor. The five with very poor, and one of those

with poor structures, have new buildings in progress, making six that

are now in process of construction. This shows forty-five districts

with good, four with medium, six with poor, and none with very poor
houses. Arrangements are partially made for replacing another of

the poor ones, and probably another still will shortly meet the same
fate, leaving certainly but five, and possibly only four poor buildings

in the county. Not a single school-house has been officially con-

demned ; the people, to their credit be it recorded, have cheerfully

provided so fiattering a condition of things, although, as will readily

be inferred, much judicious work has been done.

In laboring for this end we have not lost sight of the fact that the

intention of the system is to make as nearly perfect as possible, by
bringing its several departments to the highest attainable state of
excellence. Everything can not be done at once, nor even attempted

;

effort, difl'used over so many objects, must necessarily be deprived of

its power to such an extent that little will be accomplished. We
know that the appointments must meet the requirements of the case

before the greatest amount of benefit can result to the children of the

school. While, therefore, as much as possible has been done in every
department, particular effort has been directed to the school-houses,

and with a result which entirely justifies such a plan of operation.

It is to be regretted that so much must be done really outside of
the legitimate work of the system. Our present condition is that of
the artisan putting his tools in order ; we are grinding chisels, sharp-

ening saws, repairing defects, purchasing needful additions, substi-

tuting new and improved articles, as it were. Like him, we are only
getting ready to do our work, for when we are able to report all

the structures good, our energies must be directed to furnishing them
properly, and to supplying them with educational aids. Until these

requisites are provided, our work must be imperfectly done, for we
are again like the builder with his dull, old-fashioned, ill-adapted

tools. Only when such are provided, shall we be ready to do our
proper work

; only then shall we be able to test the fitness of the pro-

visions of the school law, for then must the system of supervision

vmake our district schools the rivals of their city sisters, or disappoint



APPPJNDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 61

the object for which it was enacted. We have the necessary funds

;

all we need is proper school accommodations and appointments.

Unceasing, untiring labor must give us these.

One district only was without an outhouse at the time of taking the

description ; as the district has voted a tax for purchasing land and
erecting a new house, I doubt not that a new outhouse has already

been provided for, or, if not, that it will be Yery soon. I notice this

particularly, because Mercer county detests so shameful a record as

even but one district without an outhouse.

The examination of teachers shows a higher average of scholarship-

as well as higher grade of certificates. Many teachers who hold a

third grade certificate are fully competent to take a first grade, but

are deterred from doing so because they feel that time is saved by
attending every year. If the first grade were good for five years,

teachers would be encouraged to take the time, and I am very sure

that many now of that grade would be issued.

The average attendance is far below what it should be, still I can
see no remedy. It is with great difficulty that help can be procured
in the country, even if the parent be able to pay for it. So we find

corn-planting first making a raid, then comes the berry season, straw-

berry, raspberry and blackberry following in succession, and reach-

ing to the vegetable season, which continues until the summer vaca-

tion. I know that some prominent as educators have advocated
compulsory attendance as the remedy. Better, it seems to me, bear
the evil as it now exists, than summon to our aid a principle so antag-

onistic to free republican institutions, the entering wedge, it might
prove, developing itself into despotism. Compulsory education is a
term that savors too much of arbitrary, unbending power.

Since the last report, Chambersburg has become a borough. Her
schools are destined to keep pace with her municipal affairs. A gen-

tleman eminently qualified for the duties, has been chosen principal

and superintendent of the schools, at a liberal salary. A reorgani-

zation has been effected, and in due time, it is safe to say, the schools

will rank with the best. The liberality and activity of the citizens

of Chambersburg are worthy of commendation to other districts.

Although the several township boards of trustees might determine
the case, yet it would be better to define the maximum limit of the

school year as has already been done, as relates to the minimum by
statute. The cause would be benefitted by a provision in the law
forbidding the keeping of schools open for more than ten months in

the year. Let the school year begin on September 1st, and end on
July 1st; take the census between the 1st and 20th of July. Elect

the trustee on the 1st Monday in August, and ample time would be
given the new board, after its organization, to employ teachers for

the year, and to make such other arrangements as might be necessary

before the opening of the school. As the matter now stands this

business is frequently deferred until after the trustee election in Sep-

tember. Perhaps the present order of things would bo less objection-
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able were it not that school has been kept open, in several instances,

for eleven months, and in some for twelve months. Now, one of two
alternatives must result ; either the teacher, who is retained by the

year, must wear out in a short time, or a constant change of our
teaching corps must be made. The latter is sadly detrimental to the

well being of the schools; it is vital to the greatest success that

teachers be retained in the same positions from year to year.

Each district has been visited twice, and some schools oftener.

Meetings of the several township boards have been held, as required

by law.

Perhaps a good idea of the prevailing sentiment of our people was
enunciated a few days ago in one of our districts, by a wealthy resi-

dent and extensive real estate owner. He said we must have a good
school to insure the growth of our town, as otherwise you cannot sell

a lot, for one of the lirst questions asked by the purchaser is, what
kind of a school have you ?

Then, too, the influence of a new school-house, or an excellent

school makes itself felt by its neighbors, and in turn the influence is

again extended and in like manner it continues in geometrical ratio.

The change in the law giving the majority the same power formerly
exerted by two-thirds, is an important influence in favor of the cause;

it prevents a few from controlling and hindering school matters, and
by defeating, discourages the opposition and renders its influence

inefifectual. Of course a corresponding advantage is conferred upon
the friends of popular education.

Much pains has been taken with the financial department in order
that the distribution of the moneys should be properly understood, as

well as the authorities and duties of the school officers in respect

thereto. The following will show the plan adopted :
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APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL MONEYS FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1, 1872

AND ENDING AUGUST 31, 1873.

Office Superintendent Puni.ic Ixstruction, "1

I'UlNCETOtJ, 1872. J

Township whoso Colkctor
holda the Funds.

HOPEWELL.

Number anil N;vmc of
District.

Pleasant Valloy
Ilarbourton
Woodsville
Tidds
Stoutsburg
Columbian
Mount Rose
Centreville
Federal City
Pennington
Marshall's Corner.

J. Woosamonsa
Bear ,

Titusville

EW'ING

TRENTON CITY.

LAWRENCE

("14. Scudder's Falls.
1

1.'). Birmingham ....

I Ki. Evvingville
1 17. Columbia
Lis. Brookville

.{ 19. Trenton City.,

f20. Millham
21. Brick

) 22. Grove
1 23. Clarksvillo

.

I 24. Central
L2J. Cold Soil

HAMILTON.

Washington
Mercerville
Hamilton Square..
Edge Brook
Groveville
Yardville ,

White Horso
Friendship
Academy
Farmingdalo

PRINCETON.

WEST WINDSOR.

^3f.. Stony Brook..
I 37. Cedar Grove..,

1 3H. Blount Lucus.,
3U. Princeton ,

,40. Penn's Neck

.

141. Parsonage
I 42. Dutch Neck..
^43. Assanpiuk ....

r44

WASHINGTON

44. Robbinsville....
Union

4(i. Page's Corner.
47. Sharon
45. Allen..
4'.i. Windsor

EAST WINDSOR

f-W. Hickory Corner.
I

,''1. Locust Corner....
-1 '•2. Hightstnwn
I

.^.3. Millford
L.J4, Cedarville

13,140

Two Mill
Ttt.\.-

8335 8fl

327 00
427 38
032 35
325 94
001 82
.%l 97
325 94
324 43

1,120 78
324 81

331 20
457 91
431 "4

401 21

436 10
400 03
027 99
405 58

26,!J97 SO

902 73
38S 13
322 72
409 94
737 01

318 35

324 43
475 35
402 2
327 OS
019 27
684 OS
527 OS
322 5,

3,807 1,

392 49

3.')3 24
406 03
33.') 80

3,440 85

375 05
.335 80
497 II

383 u

318 3.-

366 33
340 16
414 30
.392 49
513 96

308 12
344 52

1,639
318 35
310 11

7,746 13

828 95
22 94
36 85
.54 52
24 06
51 89
31 21

24 06
25 57
96 63
25 19
18 80
.39 48
37 22

34 59
37 60
40 23
M 15

34 97

2,293 22

77 83
33 47

27 83
.35 34
63 54

27 4

25 57
•«) 98
39 86
28 20
53 39
59 03
45 49
27 45

328 25
33 84

30 '46

40 23
28 95

296 60

32 34
28 9.

42 80
33 09

27 4

31 58
29 33
35 72
33 S4
44 74

23 69
29 70
141 38
27 4,

22 50

$4,940 03

Interest
Surplus
Revenue.

73 89
31 77
26 41
33 55
00 3i

26 Ot

24 0'

31 80

22 88

234 48

42 88
38 40
56 84

43 88

19 69

22 00
21 04

25 02
24 28
32 10

18 19
22 82

108 58
21 OS
17 33

$1,080 62

Total.

304 75
350 00
464 23
6»6 87
350 00
653 71
393 18
350 00
3.W 00

1,217 41
S.W 00
350 00
497 39
468 96

435 80
473 70
506 80
682 14
440 55

28,891 U
1,0,54 45
453 37
376 96
478 83
800 87
371 86

3.50 00
516 .33

502 13
355 2S
672 66
743 71
573 17
350 00

4,1.35 43
426 33

407 77
.538 66
3.S7 63

3,971 99

450 27
403 15
596 86
460 74

365 49
420 57
390 53
475 04
4.-)0 01
595 80

3.50 00
397 04

1,889 71
300 88
350 00

f63,707 38

SUMMARY,.

f Hopewell

I

Ewing
Trenton

I Lawrence
. •[ Hamilton

I

Princeton
West Windsor.
Washington
LEust Windsor..

13,140

85

$57,746 13

$517
201

2,293
265
082
396
1.37

202
244

$4,940 03

252 00

313 23
182 00
145 39
188 00

51,080 02

$6,846 50
2,.539 05

28,891 11
3,596 34
8,625 04
5,306 05
1,911 02
2,698 64
3,353,63

$63,767 38
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These funds, as indicated in the heading, are for the support of

the schools from September 1st, 1872, to September 1st, 1873, and

may not be used to pay any indebtedness contracted before Septem-

ber 1st, 1872. Trustees are permitted to buy the fuel and to use $20

besides, for incidental expenses ; the balance may only be used for

the payment of the salaries of teachers holding certificates in full force.

Trustees are not permitted to hold any of these funds ; collectors

only may pay these moneys to the persons entitled to receive them,,

on orders drawn by the trustees, in accordance with the prescribed

forms. The illegal use of any of these funds forfeits twice the amount

so used, which must be deducted from the succeeding year's funds

and apportioned to the other districts of the county.

The interest surplus revenue and the State appropriation will be

in the hands of the collector, October 1st, 1872 ; and the two mill tax^

January 15th, 1873.

SOURCES OF INCOME.

Two mill tax, $57,746 13

State Appropriation of $100,000, - - - 4,940 63

Interest of surplus revenue, .... 1,080 62

Total, $63,767 38

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

Samuel Lockwood, Superintendent.

To E. ^i. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

The husbandman arrives at the time when he must give account

of the field which he has tilled. If the field be new, some years may
be required before a demand is made for an account of his husbandry.

In such a rendering, prominence may be given to the harvest

obtained, the labor expended, and those requirements which expe-

rience suggests to secure future and better results.

FIRST.

What is the reckoning ? Comparing the present with the past,

how well conserved are the school moneys. The checks to the misuse

of these sacred funds were formerly too weak. The income was
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itself too often very small; and yet it was drawn upon at times for

purposes not legitimate. A case might be mentioned where the

school in a district was closed for about three years, and the money
thus saved was used to build a school house. False economy, and
irreparable waste of the precious seed time of a child's life.

The present system is quite efficiently educating a large number of

school officers, especially the district clerks, through whom an influence

is exerted on the other trustees. A very important item is the fact,

that these officers are acquiring the qualifications necessary for run-

^ning a school. Many of the district clerks from the outset, have for-

tunately been gentlemen of intelligence ; and the number of those

who are making themselves acquainted with their duties is rapidly

on the increase. I am under obligations to compliment these gen-

tlemen, with few exceptions, on the promptness and completeness of

their reports. To a person whose education is limited to very nar-

row bounds, the doing the work of a district clerk, and especially

the rendering of a full and trustworthy report, is not a trifling task.

Among the school officers, the increase of knowledge or home educa-

tion is positive. I am satisfied that the number of readers of the

State board's report on education, among school officers is twenty
times what it was a few years ago. These reports are sought for

;

and in my experience the demand has gone beyond the supply.

I think it is a hopeful fact too, that school officers are becoming
more exacting of ability in those whom they employ to teach. They
may not know it ; but there is in all this a desire for more of the

teaching art—for the better processes, that is, the normal methods of

instruction.

1 am glad that the matter of self improvement by special study is

now general among our teachers. This must be due to the present

system of examinations. It is certain that many teachers have got

through a creditable amount of study ; and if the preceptor have
no habits of mental application, how can he infuse any into his pupils?

The following figures deserve careful consideration : They give the

results of five years of examination work. In 1868 the whole number
of candidates for licences was eighty-three. The licenses granted were

'

first grade, one ; second grade, four ; third grade, sixty ; total number
of licenses, sixty-five, with eighteen failures to obtain a license. In

1869, number of candidates 103 ; licenses granted, first grade, five

;

second grade, seven ; third grade, seventy six ; number of licenses,

eighty-eight, with fifteen failures. In 1870, number of candidates,

118; first grade, five; second grade, seven; third grade, eighty-

three, total number of licenses, ninety-five ; failures, twenty-three.

In 1871, the number of candidates was ninety-nine ; first grade,

three ; second grade, six ; third grade, eighty-seven ; number of

licenses, eighty-seven; failures, twelve; in 1872, there were 142
candidates ; first grade seven ; second grade, seventeen ; third grade,

107; total number of licenses granted. 131; failures, eleven. These
5
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figures are certainly expressive. Tliey show three facts, namely, the

increasing number of applicants for licensure ; the increase in the

higher grades of license, and the decrease of failures to obtain

license. There is a further interesting fact covered in the above

figures, if not expressed by them. It is this, that the topic gradings

in the respective licenses average much better than formerly. Thus

it is demonstrable that the knovrledge attainments, hence the intel-

lectual force of the teachers of the public schools of this county has

increased in a very marked degree. I regret, however, that with

not a few, while there is a praiseworthy progress in acquiring th^

subject-matter for teaching, there is far less effort in attaining the

modern methods of instruction. It is much like sowing the im-

proved seeds of the present, but tilling with the wooden ploughs of

the past.

In the matter of school houses, I think the county has done nobly.

Thirty-two new school structures are completed, representing a value

of $103,000. Six years ago the entire public school property of Mon-

mouth county could hardly have exceeded $80,000. Now, if to the

foregoing amount for new houses be added $5,000 for reconstructing

and furnishing other school buildings, we shall have $108,000 of

school property now existing in the county, the result of less than

six years' progress; so that the $80,000, then, the entire public school

property of the county, has been multiplied one and a quarter times

in five and a half years, and other schools are going up.

The past year has seen seven school-houses completed and occu-

pied. Of these should be mentioned the one at Hornerstown, the one

at Englishtown.. and especially the one at Keyport. This is a dis-

trict that has consolidated three districts ; and the sagacity of its

friends, whose energy secured the new building, is apparent in the

fact of the greatly enlarged attendance in this one building over that

of its entire attendance in the three old ones. Already has Long
Branch, by a movement which was unanimous, taken the first steps

for a graded school. That done, there will be only two villages of

the county lacking proper public schools, namely, Freehold and

Allentown.
Compared with the past of our history—and, perhaps, with the

present of its neighboring States—our State provision for the public

schools is eminently generous. 1 have, in consequence, when oppor-

tunity offered, pressed this consideration on the trustees, that they

were derelict to their constituents, if they did not provide as good

teaching ability as their money could command. I regret that two-

facts stand in the way of this, sometimes.

The first of these is nepotism. This desire, occasionally shown by

trustees, to look out for their own kin, does sometimes thrust upon a

district a teacher unsuitable for the place, and, as might be expected^

occasional trouble arises in the district from this source.

The fact yet to be instanced is the teacher of expediency. Very
often this is a youog man, who, as the phrase goes, " teaches school in



APPExYDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. 67

order to get an education.'' Where there is a downright honesty of

])iirp03C this is, to a limited extent, well enough. I am sorry to say

that this is not always so; and, in some cases, there is a triple cle-

ment of wrong in such a contract. For, first, the heart is not in the

work, hence the work is slovenly done. Again, the side-study which
is kept up steals into the school hours, and too much occupies the

teacher's thoughts. And again, too often teachers of this class are

defective in their elementary training. Students who begin the work
of learning late, are too generally found with the foundation work
undone. 1 saw, suspended in a school, a motto drawn up by a

teacher of this sort, on a card. It was done in fancy inks, and every

child was made to learn it, and those that could, to write it ; and yet

one of the very simplest words of the language was misspelled. How
can it be expected that a young man can thus bring to his temporary
calling anything like professional skill. And yet this young man
received, for his six hours of " keeping school," a good deal more
money than the village clerk, who devoted himself faithfully to his

employer for perhaps fourteen hours a day. For the district this

policy is unwise. It is impossible abroad. The calling of a teacher

should be a profession, and not an expedient.

We have secured a number of district libraries. The Keyport
school has a noble one. These are diffusing intelligence, like the

gentle rain. And who shall estimate its results ? There is, how-

ever, a wish, on the part of some, that the act had allowed districts

to use the money, either for so called library books, or text-books.

At the township meeting of the trustees of Millstone, a resolution was
passed unanimously, asking the county superintendent to bring this

wish to the notice of the State superintendent.

SECOND.

The least pleasant part of any one's duty is to dwell on one's own
doings. But friends will not regard this portion of our report as a

complacent expatiation on our labor. The time has come when we
must meet it as a specified duty. We have then only to obey. The
number of visits to schools has not, this year, equalled those of the

last, and yet the amount of work done exceeds that of any previous

year. The draught on the superintendent for special work has been

remarkable. Saturdays have been strictly observed as office days,

only one of them being missed in the entire year. Considering the

large amount of work thus done with persons calling on me, I regard
this as an important arrangement. It has seemed to me a necessity

of the different parties whose interests stand connected with our

public schools. And how varied those interests are. The tax payer
makes a call ; his wrongs are real ; for an attempt is made to tax him
in two districts. The question may be a complicated one, and
requiring a good deal of patient investigation before a result is

reached. A teacher calls for counsel or redress. Now comes a
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whole board of trustees. A disagreement has arisen among them,

and the statements are so conflicting, that any decision would be at a

risk. Another hearing is ordered, and, perhaps, another, and papers

multiply, and the case becomes perplexing and wearisome. Perhaps
next comes a parent, full of complaint of injustice done her child.

Then come those numberless points of inquiry about the law. Thus
the superintendent, over and above those of his duties, which are

strictly educational, is to be councillor, pacificator, and administrator

at large. Many of those calls make necessary other interviews and
appointments. The number of cases of this kind has been very large,

exceeding 200 for the past year, consuming much time, and exacting

an amount of labor not to be described. The quarterly examinations

usually required each three full days of work, ere the licenses are

put into the mail, for the examination of the written papers needs

conscientious care. It is not possible to be everywhere, and yet

with interests so varied, and spread over so large a field, there is a

desire for personal contact with all, if possible, with whose interests

1 have officially to do. Occasionally a good point is gained by
issuing a circular. These, however, have always to do with routine

work. I am almost afraid to mention the number, yet the fact is,

that I have mailed 1,600 letters during the year just closed. This,

of course, is over and above all actual intercourse with those whose
interests I am to subserve. So that when the character of my field is

considered, it does not seem possible that I can be more en rapport

with the people than I actually am.

I have spoken of administrative work. It is often the case that

district meetings are held wherein, for want of cohesion and pacifica-

tion, nothing is done. These meetings are, of course, usually far

away from home, and generally held in the night. I do not regard

it as strictly my duty to attend such meetings, but I do not refuse.

And yet to leave home by break of day with my horses, and attend

an entire day in one school, and also the district meeting in the even-

ing, in order to get matters right for that district, then to return

home, arriving at midnight, then to wait an hour ere the horses are

in condition to be fed, myself retiring in the small hours of the morn-
ing; surely such work, which does occur, cannot be reckoned easily.

And yet it is often that just such work must be done, or the vital

interests of a district must sufier.

I manage, by special efi'ort, to see, if possible, all the trustees in

the summer, when the schools are closed, or closing. At this time

the clerks can be stimulated in regard to their reports. Indeed, the

work to me is quite severe at this time. Perhaps it will suffice to say

that the entire county was ridden over, and the trustee visitation of

this year accomplished during weather of a fearful character as affect-

ing both horses and man. In fact serious illness came of it. And
yet I put a high estimate on the worth of these meetings. They
enable myself and the school officers to better understand each other,

and our respective duties. One result is seen in the promptness, with
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so few exceptior:?, of the district clerks' reports. Taking out a few
days, when illness made work impossible, between June and the first

day of October, no day has seen less than twelve hours' work, and
many days have been respectively much longer.

And now what has been the one side labor, for which every spare

hour of the day has been reserved ? It has been the determination oi

district boundaries. This great work is well advanced, and when,

disposed of the duties ofschool visitation can be adequately performed.

It should not be forgotten, too, that often even the finances of a dis-

trict are brought to the superintendent to unravel. In fine there is

a sense in which he is expected to run the complex school machinery
of the county. It would be easy to add the number of visits made,
and the number of miley. ridden, etc. But the object of the above is

rather to show the nature of the superintendent's labors, than the

precise amount. And there are real reasons why such a statement

should be made. Some affect to believe that the position of the

county superintendent is almost a sinecure, Two classes have ex-

pressed themselves unwisely on this point—the one from unfriendli-

ness—the other out of ignorance. In either case this detail is a

necessity, that it may correct the one and inform the other.

THIRD.

But some things are yet required to impart further efficiency to our
school system.

As respects the school officers, the one weak point with many of

these officers is the matter of the school finances, and this fact pertains

to both town collectors and district clerks. Of course very notable
exceptions must be made ; for in both classes gentlemen may be
found who in business promptness and accuracy are deserving high
praise. Still, unless special legislation is made, it will be long ere

any dependence can be put on mafly of these officers for timely and.

trustworthy reports on the finances of their respective departments.
On this subject the returns of many of the clerks are grossly inaccu-

rate. Now, if at the close of the school year the superintendent had.

the actual balance in the town collector's accounts for each district,

he could, in almost every case, set the clerk right, where he has failed

to right himself. But very many of these gentlemen have but little

business knowledge, and think they cannot settle their own accounts
until they I'eceive from the collector a statement how they stand with
him. Hence, when it happens, (as unfortunately it has) that a town
collector becomes delinquent to the township, the town committee
have a Gordian knot to untie, finding, as is too often the case, no key
in the accounts of the clerks wherewith to unlock the accounts of the
delinquent officer ; hence, also, the great difficulty, if not impossibility

of the committee's accurately determining what is due the respective
districts. Now, I apprehend that the remedy for all this lies in the

true understanding of the double office, that is actually the two offices
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held by the town collector. He is, in the first place, what liis name
implies, and for which he gives bonds, the tax-gatherer of his town-

ship. For the work so done he receives his stipend, and is obligated

to exhibit his accounts to the town committee for settlement just prior

to the election that shall choose his successor, or reinstate himself.

This settlement is at this time demanded because it is the close of

the township's financial year. But he is also a school officer, and for

this he receives remuneration over and above all emoluments that

may accrue to him as town officer. He is as a school officer, the

banker and disburser for its trustees of all funds coming to their

district. Plainly then, in consistency, his report to the county super-

intendent should be due about the close of the school year, at the

same time when the annual reports of the clerks are due ; in order

that, as respects those finances in which both are concerned, the one

may corroborate the other. But unfortunately, as I understand it,

the law does not command it ; true it has been recommended from

headquarters, still the law is wanting ; hence the duty is not done.

I think also, that the town committee and all these officers— collector

and clerks—should meet and audit accounts during the first week in

August. At this time, if the district clerks have managed wisely,

their finance work for the school year will be all done ; and if neces-

sary, in order that the finance work may be then done, and that the

report may reach the close of the school year, let the town collector

be exonerated from paying orders of trustees bearing date beyond
the first day of August. I do not think that for the month of August
such an exemption need produce any inconvenience or distress.

Aided by some such methods as these, the county superintendent

could keep himself accurately informed on the finances of every school

in the county.

As respects the teachers : as regards the professional spirit, I am
sorry that my conviction is that a heavy per centagc of our teachers

lack it altogether, and it is invariably true of these, that a knowledge
of the better methods of teaching is altogether wanting. Is it not

true that the possession of skill in any department of labor, is asso-

ciated with a keen pleasure in the exercise of the same ? These
teachers need occasional contact with those who know, and can prac-

tice the normal methods. Now it should not be expected that the

county superintendent is in every case to turn normal professor.

The efficient superintendent is rather an educator, in the sense of

one who is expected to exercise the executive and administrative

functions in the field of education. So that this want, except in a
very limited sense, is not in his hands to supply. For this class of

teachers more especially arises the necessity of the teachers' institute

and the teachers' association. But there is something to be said here.

In an experience of twenty years, nearly, with public schools in my
county, I have never found a certain difficulty so great as now. A
teacher attending an institute, must lose at least four days, and now,
unlike the old days, teachers must also pay their own way. Now,
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when we consider that there is actually an increase of liberal senti-

ment towards our public schools, this would look conti-adictory. But,

at the present time, when domestic help is so high, and so precarious,

how many families are compelled to do that which formerly was
done by their servants. There should be no disguising this fact, and
ladies so situated must decline to make the usual ofiers of free enter-

tainment. There is not in all this the absence of the old spirit of

hospitality, but the old opportunity has passed away. Then the pres-

sure must come upon the teacher, with her small means. Will she,

for the sake of professional gain make the pecuniary sacrifice ? The
difficulty is real and serious, and must debar some from accepting

the benefits which the teachers' institute offers to confer.

On one point, too many of our teachers are greatly to blame. There
i-3 so little professional reading among them. On grounds of con-

science and expediency, ought not every teacher to take, and dili-

gently read, a good educational journal? Shall a person who inflex-

ibly or habitually shuts himself up from all knowledge of the expe-

riences and metliods of others, even the ablest in his own calling,

feel himself to be abreast of his comrades in the march of his own
vocation ? Such an idea is disloyal to the spirit and necessity of the

times. Getting along in the narrow circle of one's own self! Prepos-

terous! What clergyman, physician, or legal gentleman, dares do
thus ? Such a course is retrogade, uncanny, and comes only of a

penurious conceit, and the teacher practicing it is as a fossil in the

midst of busy living forms of thought.

Owing to a misunderstanding, the item in column eight of the statis-

tical report, was not given by some of the clerks, and was given erro-

neously by others. I have filled the column up according to my
knowledge of the cnse. Although exacting no small amount of labor,

the estimates in that column must be accepted only as an approxima-
tion.

MORRIS COUNTY.

Remus Robinson, Superintendent.

To E. A. Jipgar, State Superintendent

:

No doubt the reports from the several counties of New Jersey for

1S72 will be looked for with no idle interest, as showing the success

of a law, hailed with cheering approval beyond our immediate bor-

ders, and on which were centered enthusiastic hopes at home.
It would be a marvelous law, either human or divine, that should
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exactly satisfy the unqualified want of every human creature. There
will ever be those who could they have the making of our laws, would
do vastly different and infinitely better than they on whom this duty
unfortunately devolves. There will ever be some, seemingly blessed

above their fellows in this world's goods, who will grumble and
mourn to their latest breath, that a portion of their substance must
contribute to the uplifting of less fortunate though equally pure and
noble humanity. Fortunate for us, fortunate for the grand march of
progress everywhere, this class is in the minority. There are others,

daily witnesses of splendid privileges, heedlessly or purposely thrown
away, who honestly believed that that which costs us nothing is seldom
appreciated. Their reasons for this belief may not seem without

grounds. Further on in this report, as statistics shall tell how our
people have enjoyed the inestimable boon conferred upon them.

Let us first speak of what has been well done. A call was made,
one year ago, for a description of a few of our poorest school-houses.

The shabbiest picture we could draw was not deemed worthy to hang
besides one from an adjoining county

;
yet we thought we had some

very poor houses. We are glad to record that a number of those we
did describe, have disappeared from view, and in their stead new and
commodious houses send us greeting. Since our last report, nine new
school buildings have been added to our list. Ten have been enlarged

and refurnished, some of them in so complete a manner as to extort

from us " almost as good as new." We have been notified since the

close of the school year of the intention of quite a number of districts,

to refurnish their school-rooms at once, and raise the money afterwards.

The thorough equipment of the school-house at Mine Hill, at a cost

of two thousand dollars, ($2,000), deserves special mention. Supplied

with furnace, window blinds, new floor, a well of water, and the most
approved school furniture above and below, thoroughly and tastefully

painted, it has the appearance of a newly erected house, worthy to

he placed on record as very good. Wc have still fourteen poor
and very poor houses, clung to with an affection outrivaling the ties

of kinship, or any other love of which we have a knowledge. To
prove this, 1 have only to mention the fostering care displayed by
one of our districts in covering their school house with lightning rods,

although too poor to reseat a miserable unhealthy room, or provide

an outhouse until forced to take the latter step in order to save their

public money. Our district failed in getting a new house because

they could not agree upon the location. Another district reports

$1,000 voted, but I have seen nothing to indicate the new house as

yet. By turning to statistics it will be seen that the sum of $28,704r

has been devoted to the improving our school accommodations during

the year. And yet more room is needed. Could every child ofsuit-

able age be induced to go to school, there would be, aside from the

estimated number attending private schools, 3573 children without

comfortable school accommodations.

Of our schools, nineteen against forty-four of last year have been m
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session less than the required nine months. Some of them for want of

funds, others have been buildinf^, and a few have excused their short-com-

ings with the plea of inability to secure and retain suitable teachers.

Many of our schools have been open through the months of July and
August, in order to meet the requirmentsof the law. I take the

opportunity at this point of putting in, once more, my plea for those

districts that receive less than $350. To consolidate them with

neighboring districts is equivalent to denying them any school priv-

ileges whatever. In the general taxation they contribute to the gen-

eral school fund, in some cases, more than districts receiving four-

fold the amount of their appropriations.

To raise money by township tax and then divide according to the

number of children in the district is again taking from these districts

more than is returned, while larger districts, as before, get the lion's

share. It seems like literally fulfilling the doctrine, that "unto him
that hath shall be given, but from him that hath not shall be taken

away even that which he hath." One township only responded to

the estimate forwarded from this ofiice, and then, on the supposition

that the entire amount raised, was to be appropriated only to the

most needy. The injustice of the $350 exception, it would seem,

might appear by a simple show of figures. A district having forty-

four children, with an appropriation of S5 per child, would receive

$220; one with forty-five children, would receive from the same
source $350. A difference of $130, obtained by adding one child to

a census return. The temptation to close our eyes to strict honesty

in this matter, is already too great, without this additional spur.

To say that we have not some as fine schools as can be found in

the State, would, 1 think, be doing injustice to the noble men and
women who are giving the best of all that is in them, to the raising

of our schools to a higher plan of excellence.

Unthanked, unappreciated and insufficiently paid, as too many of

them are, the wonder is, that they continue on in ever faithful, ear-

nest effort. Very few of our trustees make a point of visiting the

schools, and the visits of patrons at large, are fewer still. How
often I have to hear from teachers, '• you are the only person
who ever visits me, or manifests the least interest in what I am
doing." In this way the worth of some of our teachers is never
known until they are gone from us. The testimony of a gentleman
abundantly able to send his children away to school, but who
chances rather to patronize the home public school, is worthy to be
recorded here. The teacher, a lady, has been in the school quite a

number of years, on the pay usually doled out to women, who do a

work for which a man would demand twice as much. A few, never
satisfied mortals, became hungry for a change, and a male teacher
was demanded. The gentleman, mentioned above, and others, vis-

ited the school, and were greatly suprised at the proficiency of the

pupils and the manner of teaching them, " If" said the gentleman,"
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I had to pay $50, I would send to public school in preference to any
private school in our midst."

The sending away to other schools that class of children which
would most help to purify and elevate the character of the public

school, and thie consequent withdrawal of all interest on the part of

those parents best fitted to take charge of school matters, have been,

and are evils we cannot sufficiently deplore. Let us hope that as all

are interested in paying for our common schools, they will manifest
an equal interest in having none but the best. We now come to a

point upon which hangs the benefit to be derived from our past school

legislation.

It'is the last straw that breaks the camel's back in the hopefulness

and zeal of many an ardent teacher, and an obstacle which completely

baffles all efforts of school officers to overcome. I mean the want of

proper attendance. Teachers write, " I am ashamed of my average

attendance, but am powerless to help it. My children ai-e kept out

of school on the most shallow pretences and for the most trivial pur-

poses. " It is ' corn planting,' or ' cherry picking,' or ' berry time,'

or ' too warm' or ' too cold ;' anything for an excuse.'"

In my visitations I am met so frequently with the remark, " My
school is small to-day. If you had come yesterday, or last week,
or last month, I might have had a respectable class." I know how to

feel for them, have been through the same discouraging experience;

have had the same tirade of abuse hurled at me, because " my chil-

dren"—out of school half the time—did not get on as others seemed
to do. Out of 12,879 children, 9007 have been enrolled in our

school registers during the year. Forty-seven schools in the county,

have been in session, an average of over ten and a half months, yet

the number attending school ten months, is only 249. Nearly one-

half of the number enrolled, has attended less than four months,

while 2,203 are reported as having attended no school during the

year. Forty-seven schools have been visited, having less than

twenty pupils present in each, twenty-five of them with less than

fifteen. The necessity of spending a half day in schools of this size,

where the highest text book required, Avas found to be the second

reader, has not forcibly impressed itself upon our mind. With th&

mountain of work to be done, overshadowing us, we have given that

amount of time in many of those schools, but with this haunting

thought. Among those who clamor for more school inspection, who
would have done it ? It would not be out of place, perhaps, to give

in this report a faithful exhibit, if one could, of the burdens heaped

upon one man's shoulders, and the unjust, unpaid demand made
upon physical and mental endurance. I choose rather to speak of

what, in my humble opinion, most concerns the success of the cause

we represent ; trusting that somewhere in the scale of justice, there

may be compensation for the every day, common field hand.

Have we no remedy for this blight of non-attendance? Our
people are asking—" is it right to compel us to pay for schools, and
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not compel a proper attendance?" One ol' our life-long workers
in the cause of common school?, and formerly an opponent
of coercive measures, says, " public sentiment is rapidly mov-
ing in the direction of compulsory education. It is the most
important school question of modern times. In this great conflict

the older American States should take the lead. In the interest of

public morality and order, the security of life and property, as well

as for the safety and perpetuity of our free institutions, every agency
should be employed to secure universal education. Obligatory
attendance is a corollary from the compulsory school tax. The
State has the same right to compel the ignorant to learn that it has

to compel the penurious to pay for that learning."

After an extended tour of observation among the public schools of

Europe, he says, " my objections to obligatory education have been
entirely removed. When parental pride, interest or authority, fails,

legal coercion should be employed. Mingling much with plain peo-

ple, where attendance was compulsory, and after tiie fullest inquiry,

I have no where heard a lisp of objection to this law. The masses
everywhere favor it. The law is operative, but it executes itself,

because it is right and beneiicent, and commands universal approval.

Education' more than anything else, has fraternized the great German
nation. " Whatever you would have appear in a nation's life, that

you must put into its schools" was long since a Prussian motto. Love
of country is the germ it long ago planted in the heart of every
child. The fruit now matured, enriches the whole land; wherever
heeded it will enrich the whole world.

This law has been the teacher of the nation. It has everywhere
proclaimed the necessity and dignity of the public schools. Thus
speaks one of the foremost of New England's public school men, and
we would that his words, no less than the example of that nursery of

common schools, might open our eyes to the necessity of a compulsory
law, to complete what was so well begun when our school rooms
were thrown open to all.

OCEAN COUNTY.

E. M. LoNAN, Superintendent.

To E. A. Jipgar, State Superintendent :

In obedience to law, I have the honor to present the following

report

:

While the number of scholars in the county is about the same as

last year, there is quite an increase in the number enrolled as attend-
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ing school. It is also noticeable that the number attending between
eight and ten months has increased in the ratio of five to two, while
those attending between four and six months has diminished about
twenty per cent., clearly demonstrating a healthy growth of interest
in the intellectual development of our youth. The schools have been
kept open nearly half a month longer than last year, though the
necessity of making them absolutely free, and the sparseness of popu-
lation in some of our districts, have combined to make a considerable
diminution of the average time. New and convenient buildings have
been erected in Nos. 4 in Jackson, 22 in Manchester, and 32 in
Dover townships, respectively, and the value of school property has
been augmented during the year about $3,000. Notwithstanding
the growth above mentioned, there is ample room for more in the
same and other directions. More than half our houses range below
"good," and eight or ten are unworthy the name of school houses,
in fact, hardly lit for stables. I am informed of efforts to build in
some localities, and trust other new buildings will be added during
the coming year. I am pained to report that there still remain in

our county nine school buildings without any outhouses of any des-

cription, and I have used some strong language on the subject. 1
have been very fortunate since I entered on my duties by securing a
very competent board of examiners, and I am under great obliga-

tions to them for the efficient services rendered to me. They are
both first-class teachers—men who love their work—P. S. Smith,
principal of the school at Toms River, and A. C. B. Havens, princi-

pal at Burrsville. We have now in our county a surplus of teachers,
and the supply far exceeds the demand. There is quite a number in

our county littinfj themselves for teachers, and I hope they may meet
with success. We have tried to be as lenient as possible with appli-

cants for third grade, but even then they can't always succeed.
You will see by the report of examinations that nine were rejected.

We have now in our county six teachers holding a first grade license,

seven second grade, and the balance third grade.
I have appointed Willie Aumack, of Toms River, to represent our

county in the Agricultural College, and " morally '"'

I know it will

be well represented. In conclusion, 1 wish to thank my friends in

this county for many kind suggestions in school matters, and last,

not least, to our very efficient State superintendent, for his very valu-

able aid and advice cheerfully given when called for.
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PASSAIC COUNTY.

J. C. Cruikshank, Superintendent.

To E. A. Jlpgar, State Superintendent

:

Passaic county has thirty-five school districts. Acquacknanonk,

four; Passaic Village, one ; Little Falls, three; Mancliester, four;

Wayne, live; Pompton,six; West Milford, eleven; city of Paterson,

one ; includes 128 departments. It has thirty-three male and ninety-

nine female teachers. The official reports estimate the county appro-

priations "from all sources for public school purposes," at $121,384.-

20. The present valuation of the public school property is estimated

at $256,450. The valuation of the private and sectarian school

property is on an approximating figure, rated at $100,000, and their

yearly expenditures at an equal sum, $100,000, ($200,000)—giving

the sum total for the county invested, $577,834.20.

The schools have been kept the number of months required.

Township committees, with two exceptions, have cheerfully given

the encouragement necessary to their maintenance. This, and the

board of trustees are changing. Inexperienced men are eligible to

office, and when elected, are satisfied with inferior instruction, pro-

vided, it is secured below market price. In special cases, where
low wages are paid, I have granted " certificates," to persons of lim-

ited acquirements, because no other could be obtained ; the per-

centage indicating the standing. Is it an adaptation to necessity?

Impartiality is interestedness. I do not believe in the assertion

that, if a teacher knows more than his pupils, he is qualified. The
able and distinguished are to be preferred, and if remunerated, can

be procured.

The trustees and clerks have generally considered the question,

" the amount of money required to keep the schools in operation

nine months," and have looked at the State appropriations as fur-

nishing the requisite means, more than to a just remuneration of the

services of the teacher. Able and^worthy men leave the profession,

because of an inadequate income.

The old fashioned, dilapidated district school houses, Nos. 1, at

S. Acquackauonk ; 2, at Ccntreviile; 11 at the Goffle; 15 at Upper
Preakness—standing as reminiscences of the " dark ages" by the

highway, with sloping boards for desks, slabs for seats, straddling

legs cut from poles for supports—are demolished before the spirit of

modern civilization, and in their places, in course of erection, are

edifices of elegant architecture; within comfortable seats and desks,

ample play and ornamental grounds attached. The way to knowl-



78 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT.

edge, respectability and afiiuence, is ia the utility and abundance of

improvements. Similar improvements are not seen, though needed,

in the townships of Pompton and Manchester. There is not a school

edifice of an inviting aspect in either, and no efficient efforts to cflect

a change. The people are willing to pay the expenses of courts,

constables and prisons, but are they unwilling to build good and
comfortable school houses for their children? Children will be edu-

cated either in the school room or in the streets and highways.

Doe^ a farmer's hand apply for a position on the farm. The ques-

tions are, can you drive a team, can you chop wood, cut grass, or

grain, can you use a hoe ? But to the application of the teacher to-

the same person as trustee ; how much per month ? The farm hand
is looked after, but the school room often neglected. But the evil is

greater when the parent does not examine into the progress of study

made by his child, the disposition of the teacher, aptness to teach

and mode of discipline. School visitation increases its propriety.

Economy appropriates and regulates expenditures for future gains.

A good teacher, a good board of trustees, a good support, a good
school house, parental visitation, are essential, to build up the cause

of education in a community; and in their union, turn over the

clogs, and turn under discouraging drags, that have wasted time and
money. The man so indifferent to the duties of office, should not be

elected for a trustee, and the parent, who is dead to the progress of
his child, sins against his own flesh.

The female teachers are as two to one male. I have for year&

marked their industry and commended them for their success. Why
are they not better paid ? If they are generous, possessed of an

amiable temperament, conciliatory ways, of patience and enduring

long forbearance while in the school room, why should not thefr

patrons be honest towards them and give them a full reward ?

In our republican institutions, I should hesitate to apply the force

law—although parents permit pleasure and profit to arrest the uni-

form attendance of their children at school, and they are truants at

will. I am reminded of the indentured boy, Avho was to work nine

months, and go to school three. When asked why he did not go to

school, gave in answer, " my master is bound to give me an educa-

tion, and I am not going to school after it." The State is bound

—

the school fund compelled to give instruction, but parents are not

exempt. Their co-operation will breathe life into the cause—advance

—-improve it, and the social well-being of their children.

The present system of education has a firm liold of the good opin-

ions of the people, and they are willing to see it make available, the

resources of the wealth of the State. Let our progress be right.

Friends of the cause have attempted to hoist into the State system

congressional inspectors, but for what good ? If they wish to ex-

pend money, that will be of benefit, let them have the State board

empowered to make a uniform selection of text-l3ooks, to be furnished

the city and county schools.
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Legal questions arc frequently embarrassing. I suggest that the

district attorney of the county be recognized as the legal advisor

of the superintendent.

Our county press is a faithful and laborous teaciicr, instructs in

varied eloquence adult and youth. It speaks for justice, intelligence

and virtue : is opposed to vice and ignorance ; is the fountain from

«-hicli flow the rills of litera'Aire, and make up the river from vrhich

worthy Jerseymen drink. The pulpit and the book are limited, but

the press wedded to the free* school-system is not restrained, but

comes out on the assailants with arguments and convictions more
overwhelming than embattled artillery.

SALEM COUNTY.

Wm. H. Reed, Superintendent.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

The following is tendered as the first annual report of the condi-

tion of public schools of Salem county under the free school act of

April 6, 1S71 :

As might be expected, a step so important as the laying of tke

feundation of a system of free public instruction has elicited much
discussion, but nothing has resulted therefrom that will tend other-

wise than to the establishment of it.

A great majority regard the free school law as the basis of a

system, the benefits of which are unlimited, as an ever-present insti-

tution extending its privileges to all disposed to avail themselves of

them. Few consider it other than a duty to aid in a cause so exten-

sive in its tendencies for good.

The practical workings of the school law, will to some extent,.

appear from the following statements :

The financial condition of schools "may be inferred from the-

opinions of district clerks, as given in their reports, in answer to

the query, " How much money is required to continue your schools-

nine months, including teachers' salaries, fuel bill, and $20 for

incidentals ?" Taking the sums named by them, with slight altera-

tion, and comparing their needs as stated, with the actual appropria-

tions for the present year, and their excesses and deficiencies from

public funds appear. The clerks' statements are mainly taken,

although where no sum was put down, or uncertainty existed, as tO'

any district, and it was a $350 district by law, that sum was used.
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The following will show the sum required bj each township, and

the sum actually apportioned, also the excess and deficiency :

TOWNSHIPS.
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very nearly, the proportion of the labor of assessing and collecting

district tax to that of the other taxes. It is not generally known
that the compensation of these olRcers comes out of the incidental

fund of the township, and not out of the district tax. Increased

interest on the part of teachers, tiic consequence of certainty of pay,

under the* free school system, is observable. They, whilst indus-

triously and conscientiously employed, find themselves settled in their

place of labor for a period beyond a few weeks ; some, when well

known, being engaged for the school year. Anxiety concerning
removal, and a repetition of the labor of becoming acquainted with
new pupils, their capacities and attainments, is spared them. A field

of labor for an extended period is open before them, in which they

can work with increased credit to themselves and advantage to the

children.

Teachers, in a number of instances, are yet remiss in sending in

their " teachers' reports" at the close of the year. It is hoped that

no teacher will neglect this duty at the close of the present school

year. An increased effort on the part of teachers to obtain at least

a second grade certificate at examinations, would be looked upon
with favor by all interested in schools. A proficiency in only three

additional branches of study is required. The possession of a certi-

ficate of the second grade would certainly inure to advantage of the

teacher.

The efficient aid rendered as assistant examiner by E. R. Bullock,

Esq., is hereby acknowledged. His extended experience as a teacher

for a number of years enables him to render valuable assistance.

The examinations of February and May quarters were larger than

usual. Teachers are expected to regard the possession of a teachers'

certificate as indispensable to their procuring pay for their services.

The labor performed as superintendent of schools the past year has

fully equalled that of any previous year. School business has been
transacted with the school officers, teachers, and to some extent with
the people of the various districts of the county, and likewise with
the township boards of trustees of the several townships. Public
moneys, state appropriation, two mill tax, and interest of the surplus

revenue have each been apportioned separately, in order that they
may be had at different times during the year. Apportionment
papers for county collector, clerk of the board of freeholders, col-

lector of townships, and district clerks, have been made out. The
quarterly examinations have been held and the labor attendant upon
them performed. Considerable time has been given to settling the

bounds of the districts of the county, though we regret that this

part of our work is not yet completed. Owing to a protracted

sickness the work of school visitation was interfered with, yet the

greater part of the labor required in this direction was performed.
Each township board of trustees was convened twice, and met, except
in one instance.

6
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A word ill review. Much thought and labor is given bv school

officers and people to the subject of schools. Trustees realize the

additional responsibility placed upon them by the provisions of the

free school law, with its increased means and requirements. District

clerks discover tliat their position is especially responsible. This

condition of things must and will manifest itself in the advancement
of all that pertains to good schools—in the superior qualifications of

teachers, in improved school buildings and accompaniments, and
ultimately in an increase of benefits to the community.

SUSSEX COUNTY.

E. A. Stiles, Superintexdext.

To E. A. Apgar, State Superintendent

:

The returns from the various districts, although in many cases

forwarded less promptly than they should have been, are, upon the

whole, more complete and accurate than they have ever before been,

and the statistical report herewith enclosed furnishes a trustworthy

account of educational efforts and results throughout the county.

Among the interesting facts therein recorded, the following seems to

be most worthy of special mention :

1. The number of children between the ages of five and eighteen

is smaller than the corresponding number last year, but the number
enrolled in school register is three hundred and fourteen greater,

making a decrease of nearly twenty-three per cent, in the number of

unfortunates who have attended no school during the year.

2. The schools have been in operation on an average eight months

and a half, which is a longer time than I find recorded in either of

the last five annual reports, and it can hardly be questioned that

more extended research would prove that never in the history of the

county have the schools remained open during so large a fraction of

any single year.

3. Although the number of school days has increased, the average

attendance for the whole time is greater than it was last year. It

must be remembered, however, that the percentage of attendance is

still quite too small, and it may be added here, that at meetings of

the various township boards, the expressed sentiments of the trustees

was almost unanimously in favor of legal compulsion in this matter

4. The value of school property is steadily, though too slowly
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increasing, and a larger proportion of school houses are provided

\yith suitable furniture and suitable outbuildivgs.

5. The average salary of male teachers has advanced nearly thirty

per cent, in the past four years, while that of female teachers, though

increasing less rapidly, shows a steady annual growth, and is now
twenty-one per cent, greater than it was in 1868.

To this gratifying exhibit I can add my testimony that in many
other particulars there are marked indications of progress. School

officers, as a class, are more earnest and painstaking in the discharge

of their duties. The meetings of township boards of trustees have

been more interesting and more numerously attended. The well

known and unrelenting rigor of the examinations is steadily influ-

encing the teachers, and each quarter brings to the board a class of

candidates who are upon the whole more thoroughly equipped for

their calling than were their predecessors. The teachers' institute

and the sessions of the county associations are spirited and attractive.

Above all, there is a decided growth in the interest which is mani-

fested by the community at large in educational concerns.

There are, it is true, discouragements; but they have all been

enlarged upon in previous reports, and there is no occasion to dis-

cuss them afresh. I may be allowed, however, to express regret

that the number of dilapidated and wretchedly furnished school

houses diminishes so slowly. I trust that the day is not remote when
no district clerk can reply to a superintendent, as one recently did,

and many more might truthfully have done to me. The question

was: " Jrlow many children will your school house comfortably

seat ?" Answer—" JVoney
My "school visitations" (only dignifying by this term such visits

as occupied some hours ot careful examination) have been fewer

than they were last year, but my other labors have been as

constant as ever. The district boundary question is still most per-

plexing. In many locations I am thoroughly convinced that re-dis-

tricting or consolidating would be of great advantage, but I as firmly

believe that unless a majority of the inhabitants of such districts are

in sympathy with my convictions, any arbitrary action on my part

would, in many cases, defeat my good intentions. In several in-

stances, by much arduous effort on my part, such harmony of feeling

has been secured, and the results are in all cases most satisfactory.

I still hope that many others are on the point of cordially accepting

the situation. The considerations that have restrained me from pur-

suing a more arbitrary course, I will not stop to enumerate, but I

cannot refrain from making a single suggestion. As the law now
reads, townships under threatened penalties are required to vote

sufficient money to make all schools free. Small districts rest satis-

fied upon this provision. If they could be made to feel the pressure

of necessity by a diminished revenue in their present state, and the

hope of ample support if enlarged, they would gladly acquiesce in

proposed changes. It might be enacted that aid from the township
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could be expected only by districts having a certain number of reg--

istered children. Or if this plan would unjustly burden those sec-

tions most sparsely peopled, the limit might be one of area instead of

population.

A per capita distribution of the general .State fund, and the res-

ponsibility of keeping the schools free transferred entirely from town-
ships to districts, would also work the gradual absorption or union of

the small districts ; but I am not entirely prepared to advise the adop-

tion of this measure. And yet in this county, where the weak districts

are so numerous, and where the spirit of local self government is so

vigorously prevalent, some such method of dividing the revenue

would be more equitable than the present one, and some such gentle

persuasion toward voluntary consolidation would be wholesome and
effective.

After all. I find no reason to modify my ^formerly expressed

opinion, that the township system is the surest and shortest way of

escape from many of our present annoyances and difficulties.

UNION COCNTY.

X. W. Pease, Superintexdext.

To E. ^i. .^pgar, State Superintendent

:

The statistical report herewith submitted, is so complete and
exhaustive in detail, that little else is needed to give a fair idea of
the condition of public schools in this county. A few items, how-
ever, may be added in the form of a written report.

School building and school architecture are receiving much atten-

tion. In the rural districts especially, the spirit of emulation is rife,

and the purpose to provide tasteful and commodious school houses is

everywhere manifest. Four new ones have been completed during

the year, some of which are models of beauty, perfectness and con-

venience. The labors of Mr. A. N. Dabb, of Elizabeth, architect,

who devotes his time exclusively to the preparation of plans for

school buildings, are of great value to the cause, and enable building

committees to secure plans and specifications of the highest order.

The number of first-class school houses in the county, exclusive

of those in cities, is seven : the number of good ones, four ; the num-
ber of medium, two ; the number of poor, four ; the number of very

poor, six. The number absolutely unfit for use, is five—one in

Clark, two in New Providence—one in Summit, and one in Union.
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The graphic description of a " very poor school house," given last

year by the superintendent of Sussex county, faithfully represents

their condition. It is, however, due the people of Summit to say,

that, "witli their accustomed liberality, they have voted to erect a new
school house at a cost of $10,000.

In every township save one, township school taxes have been

raised ; besides this, eleven districts iiave raised special taxes. Cran-

ford raised $1,G00 township tax; Clark and Union, each two dollars

per child ; Westfield, three dollars ; Springfield, two dollars and fifty

cents ; Linden and New Providence, four dollars each, and Plainfield

one-quarter of one per cent, on taxable property. About $60,000
have been appropriated for paymoLt of teachers' salaries, and nearly

$40,000 for building and repairs. The total amount from all sources

for the support of schools exceeds $108,000, being nearly $16,000
more than it was last year. The funds thus provided are ample.

Indeed a fixed purpose seems to have obtained to furnish every-

thing needful to ensure good schools. Still, in the management of

some of the scliools themselves, there are glaring defects. The
teachers, in a low instances, seem to have a certain routine, the

monotony of which is simply intolerable. Failing to understand or

appreciate the impulses and needs of young minds, they are daily

trying to curb and confine every class of temperament, and every

aspiration down into the old and worn channels. Instead of enter-

ing into sympathy with the children, gaining their confidence, and
helping them to develope their powers, they assume a lofty, auto-

cratic air, which repels the child and produces estrangement. To
feel that the teacher is a kind and true friend, ever ready to listen

to whatever he may say, to direct every aspiration, to aid him in his

difficulties and enter into his feelings, is a delight to the pupil.

Without entire sympathy and confidence between the teacher and
the taught, but little progress is made, and that little uncertain. But
with mutual trust once established, the pupil naturally unfolds his

inner life, and develops his mental powers in the light and influence

of the teacher's smile and encouragement. Another defect is the

lack of interest on the part of parents and patrons. This, perhaps,

is partly the fault of the teacher. Were the pupil made happy at

school, he would soon persuade his parents to go and enjoy the

pleasure also. Render the school room the most attractive and
delightful place to the child, and he will surely induce his friends

to become sharers of his joy. There are numberless ways in which
to make the school room attractive, and the teacher fails in his duty,

who does not seek them out. Still another defect is the indifi'erence

of trustees. The clerk is generally the only trustee who visits the

school. Efforts have been made during the year to remedy this

evil. Perhaps in no other way can the matter be so clearly stated

as in presenting the outline of a plan adopted at a meeting of the

district clerks, held at Cranford, August 31st.
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First, There shall be a regular meeting of the board of trustees,

held each month for the purpose of considering the interests of the
school.

Secondly, Each board shall be organized into a visiting committee,
each trustee taking his turn in visiting the school once in three
months. The visit shall be made just prior to the monthly meeting
of the trustees, and a report then presented by the visitor.

Thirdly, At those regular meetings, it shall be the further duty
of the board to examine accounts, audit bills and issue orders for

their payment, a separate order being drawn for every bill.

This system of trustee visiting and management has been heartily

endorsed, and -will, it is believed, produce good results. If faith-

fully put in practice, it will at least ensure a working board of trus-

tees in each district, and enable them intelligently to devise ways
and means for the support of the school.

Visiting and examining schools is a very important work ; and the
county superintendent has a responsibility here not to be lightly

estimated. Xo other school officer can be appointed who can so
efficiently discharge this duty. Not only is he acquainted with the

teacher and his qualifications, with many of the children, the parents
and the trustees, but he also knows the history of the school and
the financial condition of the district. Xo one else could possibly

become so thoroughly conversant with all that pertains to each
school; because his duties of necessity render him familiar with
every interest and detail. The efficiency of this school officer in

our present admirable system of public instruction is liable to be
under-valued. By law, he is required to visit each school at least

twice every year. Those visits each require an entire session—half

a day. In that time he examines classes in the various branches
taught, confers with the teacher relative to the management of the

school, notes the progress made since the last visit, observes the

order, attention, interest, and conduct of pupils, gives advice and
counsel to the instructor, addresses the school in such a way as to

incite the pupils to a greater diligence, obedience and effort, and
prepares a careful record of all the details of the visit. This labor
is arduous, and should receive a suitable compensation. Encourage-
ment in this direction would prompt him to greater effort, and would
doubtless produce results attainable in no other way. School visita-

tion is attended with much sacrifice, travel, expense and fatigue. To
visit a school fifteen miles distant, the superintendent must start from
home at sun rise, in order to reach the point desired at nine o'clock.

From nine to twelve he is constantly occupied. During the noon
hour he must drive three or four 'miles to visit another school. Per-
chance he finds it closed, and is obliged to drive still farther. After
the close of school he turns towards home, which, when reached, is

doubly welcome because dinner and rest are there. Still, the con-

sciousness of duty faithfully performed, affords pleasure and satisfac-

tion, and a measurable reward as well; audit is safe to say that
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there is no department of his work in Avhich that school officer takes

more delight, or in wliich he is so widely useful. School visitations

during the j-car liavc been regularly made, and attended with much
that is gratifying and cheering. In all, sixty-four visits were made.

It is the purpose to increase the number of visits next year, and
trustees arc pledged to time their visits with those of the superin-

tendent. This is regarded as an advance in the right direction.

District clerks were prompt in rendering their reports, and it is

due them to award praise for their fidelity in well doing. Indeed it

is often a cause for gratulation to witness their disinterested efforts

in behalf of those who mete out to them only censure and abuse.

The census lists are entirely satisfactory, having been more care-

fully compiled than ever before.

The irregular and meagre attendance upon our schools is a mat-

ter of profound regret. The number of children in the county be-

tween five and eighteen years of age, is 12,126. Of that number,

only 6,2G9 were enrolled on the school registers. Tiius it appears

that but 51| per cent., or a little over one-half of the children in

the county were enrolled in our public schools. The average attend-

ance was 3,452, or barely 55 per cent, of the enrollment, and less

than 29 per cent., of the census. In the city of Elizabeth, 2,437

arc pupils of private schools, while 1,219 do not attend any school.

The lack of school accommodations, in a measure, necessitates

this. The most populous and wealthy city in the county, provides

seats for about 1,500 of her 5,212 children. It is just, however, to

remark that, at last, new buildings are to be erected. Some of the

rural districts also lack sufBcient school accommodations. The
entire seating capacity of all the school buildings in the county is,

6,184, or 1 3 per cent, less than the actual enrollment. A further

examination of the statistics will show that the deficiency in Eliza-

beth is 4,712, while in the rest of the county it is only 1,230. From
these facts, it appears that, were all non-attendants compelled by
legal enactments to attend school, the entire school room capacity

would be fearfully insufficient to accommodate them. To remedy
this evil, would be to remove one of the greatest obstacles to pros-

perity. The need of high schools in our cities and large villages is

great. Plaiufiekl has the only public high school building in the

county.

The quarterly examinations have been regularly^held. The num-

ber of certificates granted is thirty-four, of which twenty-one were

of the third grade ; seven of the second, and six of the first. Messrs.

B. Holmes and C. E. Merwin continue to serve as county examiners.

The desire for a county institute is becoming general; teachers

favor it, and trustees agree to close their schools and send their

teachers to it under full pay.

In examining our financial and statistical records, we find in the

history of the year these epitomized gratifying evidences of solid

progress. Our school accommodations and facilities for instruction
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have been enlarged : the attendance has slightly increased ; more
teachers have been employed with better pay : a nobler public spirit

prevails ; very liberal appropriations are made, and more zeal and
devotion to their work on the part of teactiers is apparent.

From observation and the frequent examination of the schools, we
are confident that in no former year, have the duties of teachers and
school oflficers been so carefully discharged, or equal good results

attained. These facts encourage us to look with faith and confidence

for a still better future.

WARREX COUNTY.

Ephraiji Dietrich, Superintendent.

To E. A. JJpgar, State Superintendent

:

I feel no little pleasure in being able to present you, what I deem
to be, very accurate statistical reports for the several school districts

of this county, and for this I acknowledge my indebtedness to the

many school officers for their general promptness and efficiency. I

was under the necessity of returning but three reports for correction

and completion, and these were promptly returned.

The past school year—the first of the new free school law—has

been one fraught with encouragement and hope for the future. By
it we see that we are progressing—unmistakably progressing—not as

rapidly perhaps, as the most zealous friends of education may desire

;

but when we remember that the whole people must move in this

matter, that progress is an inherent element of tiie free school system,

and that it seems to be fixing itself firmly in the affections of our
people, I feel that we have great reason to be encouraged. The
most tangible evidences of progress are found in the average number
of months the schools have been kept open, the average salaries paid
to teachers, the improvement of school buildings and surroundings,

and in the elevation of the standard of teachers.

I have made during the year just closed, two Iiundred and forty-

eight visits to schools. This has been to the extent required, with
the exception of a second visit to the best schools, but this was more
than compensated by a third visit to the poorer schools—those which
most needed looking after. I give all the time not taken up by office

work, to this laborious, though very profitable and somewhat pleasant

part of the work. I seldom visit more than two schools a day and
aim to give as full a half day to each as 1 can. At this rate I can
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get over the county in a little over three months. At tliese visits I

examine into the classilication of the schools, hear recitations, note

the methods of teaching and government, give such instruction to the

teachers as I deem proper, and generally address the children,

encouraging and urging them to greater diligence and thoroughness

in their studies. When practicable I have the school officers go
with me. The great majority of our teachers crave these visits, and
much good I know, has resulted from them. In short, there is no
part of my work so important as this.

You will observe by my statistical report tliat there are twenty-

'five school buildings that are pronounced " very good;" twenty-two,

"good;" twenty-eight, " medium ;" seven, "poor;" and nine, " very

poor." Two districts, No. 71 and No. 84, are without any school

buildings. The former district is unfortunately engaged in litigation,

and has been for somewhat over a year. I do not know of another
district in the county so sadly in need of a sciiool house and a good
school as this one ; as any one would conclude when he linds that

so many in tlie district work so strenuously in opposing the educa-

tional interests of the district. The latter district had a special act

passed at the last session of the Legislature, authorizing the district

to build a school house, yet the execution of this design is tempora-
rily stayed, as no good title can be had to any lands occupying a

central location, and as the district is very large in extent, this is

very desirable.

During the past few years, an active interest has been manifested

by trustees and other friends of education in the count}' for better

school houses and surroundings. Public sentiment, however, is

changing slowly in reference to this matter, but the masses are being-

moved, and the time is not far distant, when it will be felt to be a

reproach to any district to have a poor school house.

Two new school buildings have been erected, one in district No.
74, and the other in district No. 91. Both buildings are well con-

structed, neat and commodious, and supplied with patent furniture,

though not of the most approved kind. A little more pains on the

part of the trustees would have enabled them to procure for the

same money, a much better desk. Yet the districts may well be
proud of these buildings, which 1 hope will awaken a spirit of emu-
lation among their neighbors. District No. 53, has essentially erected

a new house. The school trustees last April leased from Mr. Jacob
•Cummins for ninety-nine years, the church property formerly used
by tiie Christian Society, and having thoroughly repaired and remod-
eled it, have now a school building well worth $1,800. Decided
improvements have also been made, in the school property in the fol-

lowing districts: Nos. 4, 9, 12, 17, 24, 35 and 72. Districts No.
15 and No. 86, are now making very necessary improvements in

their school properties. District No. 42 is now putting a very fine

school house on a choice lot of two acres, purchasing for this pur-

pose the most desirable location in the whole district, regardless of



90 APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT.

cost. The zeal and liberality displayed, and the efforts put forth by
the trustees of this district are matters of special congratulation.

The number of districts in the county has been reduced to eighty-

nine. Ail the circumstances connected with the abolition of district

Xo. 54, you are familiar with. I have seen nothing yet to lead mc
to think that our action in this case was not just and proper. I have
broken up districts Xo. 80 and Xo. 81, in IJardwick township. Both
districts were so small that they could not keep up a school for the

required length of time. District Xo. 81 adjoined district Xo. 26 in

Sussex county, a district alike unfortunate in having a small number
of children. By annexing a part of this district to this latter dis-

trict in Sussex county, a district is formed in which a good school

can be kept up for at least nine months in the year. The remainder
of this district was annexed to district Xo. 79 in this county. Xearly
the whole of district Xo. 80 was annexed to district Xo. 25, in Sus-

sex county. As might Ijc expected, there was some opposition to

both these movements, but 1 think that the nest interests of the dis-

tricts demanded this course, and that time will show it to have been
prudent. There are now but five districts in the county which num-
ber less than forty-five children.

The statistics show some improvement in the attendance of the

pupils. During the year, the measles, scarlet fever and whooping-
cough, prevailed in the county to such an extent as to seriously inter-

fere with the schools, many of them having l)cen suspended for

weeks together, and others wholly discontinued in consequence
;
yet

the percentage of average attendance is about the same as in the

year preceding. The average number of months the schools have
been kept open, is 1.28 months greater than by last year's report.

Our statistics on teacher's salaries show encouragement to our

teachers. The average salary paid to male teachers is $2.70 greater

than the average salary paid to this class last year, while that paid to

female teachers is $3.45 greater. The number of each class cm-
ployed, varies but little from last year.

It gives me pleasure to bear testimony to the zeal, energy and
faithfulness, which the great body of our teachers display in the

management of their schools. They arc alive to the responsibilities

of their profession, and strive to discharge their duties as become
intelligent and conscientious instructors. They are not only adding
professional honors to previous labors, but are accomplishing a work
in the interests of humanity, and in all that makes a community
great, strong and prosperous. But we have some teachers whose
literary attainments, and whose skill in the art of teaching are quite

indifferent; whose efficiency is much impaired in consequence of a

slavish use of the text-hook, in hearing recitations; who make no
special preparation for each day's work; who read no educational

works, and who make little or no use of such aids in teaching as the

globe, blackboards, etc. The majority of our teachers confine them-

selves too closely to the text-books. We have too little collateral
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information ; too little illustration. The effect of teacher and scholar

confining themselves to the words, the order, and the methods of the

book is to destroy mental life, and give an education that might be

suitable for a parent, but is scarcely available in actual life, without

a different education, gained by actual contact with the world.

One of the most impolitic and foolish practices indulged in by
some of our trustees is, a too frequent change of teachers. In the

eighty-five districts outside of Hackettstown, Phillipsburg, Washing-

ton and Belvidere, but eighty-seven teachers were employed at any

one time, yet within the year, in these schools, one hundred and sixty-

two different teachers have been employed. Of these eighty-five dis-

tricts, forty-one retained the same teachers during the year, while

the remaining forty-four districts had one hundred and nineteen dif-

ferent teachers, or nearly three different teachers to each school.

Thus teachers are kept organizing new schools, wasting a month or

more, of each term, in accustoming new pupils to new ways and
regulations, to get the schools in good working order, while all their

predecessors and successors are obliged to labor under the same dis-

advantages. This is a bad course, and very poor economy, and an

evil that calls loudly for eradication.

The endless variety of text-books that we have, is a serious hin-

drance to the satisfactory classification of the schools.

Although there has been a recommended list for the guidance of

teachers and trustees—many of the latter having concurred with the

county superintendent in his recommendation—for the last four

years, there are now but twelve districts in the county that have a

uniformity of text-books. I have found in the same school two
different series of spelling books and readers, four different series of

arithmetics, two series of grammars and geographies, making the

number of classes greater than the whole number of children en-

rolled. All my efforts to overcome this almost perfect confusion,

have been rewarded by a very meagre show of success. It occurs

to me that we will never be able to secure this desirable result

—

uniformity of text-books—until the Legislature makes it the duty of

the trustees to purchase the books for their respective districts.

Four regular examinations of candidates for teachers' certificates

have been held, as the law directs, the accompanying statistics show-

ing the results. For the greater accommodation of those desiring to-

be examined these examinations are mostly held at three or four

different places, but on the same day ; the examinations at each place

being conducted by a single examiner—myself acting in the same

capacity on such occasions. The papers are examined subsequently

by the board. By this course our public examinations are much
more largely attended than formerly, and as a consequence, I have

been able ahnost entirely to do away with special examinations. In

these examinations I have been ably assisted by Messrs. Joseph S..

Smith, H. C. Putnam and A. J. Snyder, teachers, who have placed

themselves in the first rank of the profession by long and successful
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service in the public schools of the county. Since the last examina-

tion Mr. Putnam has taken charge of the public school at Roselle, in

Union county. The assistance, always willingly and freely rendered
by Superintendent Freeman, whenever it is needed, will obviate the

necessity of filling this vacancy.

But twelve districts—Nos. 4, 9, 17, 20, 26, 30, 39, 42, 50, 57, 71

and 77—have availed themselves of the liberal provisions of the
" Library Act." As the feature is entirely a new one, and not gen-

erally understood, our school officers are somewhat slow to take hold

of the matter ; but the good results growing and manifesting in the

districts acting as pioneers can not but operate as an incentive to

surrounding districts, and I think that before the end of the coming
year this number will be more than doubled.

The financial reports from the district clerks I find, with few
exceptions, to be very accurate, agreeing almost invariably with that

of the township collector. I regret to say, however, that 1 have not

received any reports from the collectors of Washington and Oxford
townships, although I have twice sent them blanks for this purpose.

1 have received annual reports from the teachers of but sixty-four

districts. Twenty-eight teachers have neglected this duty, but

whether wilfully or innocently, 1 cannot say.

The census returns for the county show an aggregate of 10,558

children between the ages of five and eighteen years—an increase

of 158 since the last report, while district No. 12, alone, shows a

gain of 221, and several others show quite large gains; yet in a vast

majority of the districts there is a decrease in the census of former

years, not a little of which is due to the discovery, on the part of

certain district clerks, that certain children now live in but a single

district.

The entire amount raised for all school purposes during the year

is $76,910.96, of which $62,044.25 are for the payment of teachers

salaries, and $14,691.39 for building, repairing and refurnishing

school houses. The number of districts receiving $350 each is forty-

nine, which number 3,005 children between the ages of five and

eighteen years. The amount apportioned to each child in the forty-

two other districts, out of the State appropriation and two mill tax

is four dollars and thirty-eight cents—an increase of twenty cents

over the amount for last year. The number of districts which

receive less than §350 is ten, numbering 324 children.



APPENDIX TO SCHOOL REPORT. d'S

ELIZABETH CrrY.

J. Young, City Superintendent.

To E. A. Jlpffai-, State Superintendent

:

The city superintendent respectfully submits the following report
of the public schools of Elizabeth, for the year ending August 31st

1872 :

The number of schools under the supervision of the board of edu-
cation is four. The number of male teachers employed is three.

One of these is a special teacher of the German language in schools

1 and 2. The number of female teachers employed is thirty-one.

The whole number of children between five and eighteen years of

age enrolled in the school registers is 2,556. The average attend-

ance for the year is 1,349. The number of children that the schools

can comfortably accommodate is 1,622. The average salary per
month paid to male teachers is $152.37. The average salary per
month paid to female teachers is $48.93.

Though these statistics respecting the public schools of this city

have already been given in another report made to the State super-

intendent of public instruction, yet it has not been deemed out of
place to incorporate these same facts in the present report also, with
the view of bringing them more prominently to the attention of this

community.
Three large and elegant new school buildings are soon to be

erected in different parts of the city, to meet the reasonable demands
of the people for increased facilities for public education. One has
already been commenced, and will be completed about April Ist,

1873. Two more are to be speedily built—one in the fifth and
another in the Sixth ward. And just here it may be well to insert

the following copy of a communication received from Mr. A. N.
Dabb, the able architect of the school building now in course of

completion in the Third ward. Doubtless it will be of great interest

to some of the readers of this report :
" At your request I furnish

the following description of the new buildings : The new building

for school No. 3, in the Third ward of Elizabeth, will be of brick,

sixty-eight feet front by eighty feet deep, two and a half stories high,

all built above ground. The half story, or basement, will contain

the entrance halls, a large room fitted up and furnished for the use

of teachers, play rooms for pupils, steam heating apparatus, water
closets and fuel room.

" The first floor is reached from basement by four distinct stair-

ways, afibrding ample means of egress and ingress. On the first
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floor will be six class rooms, each independent of the others. Each
room will be eighteen by twenty-six feet, seating fifty-four pupils.

The second floor will contain four school rooms. Each eighteen by
twenty-six feet, and a large assembly room. The ten school rooms
will accommodate 540 pupils, in double desks, and the assembly
room will seat about 350. Each room is provided with a separate

wardrobe and two book closets. Each room will have a distinct

ventilating shaft near the centre of building, and also flues for sup-

plying pure air. It is believed that the arrangements for ventila-

tion are as near perfect as modern art can make them. Speaking
tubes and bells will connect the various rooms with the principaFs

room. There will be drinking fountains on each floor. The outside

of the building will be of pressed brick with stone trimmings ; roof

to be of tin ; a large cupola will be built over centre of front ; the

top of cupola to be eighty feet from the ground. The building will,

it is expected, be ready for occupation early in January, 1873.
" The new school building for school No. 4, in the Fifth ward, will

be somewhat similar to No. 3.

"Each building will cost about $25,000 or $26,000, and will be an
ornaments to the neighborhood in which they are located."

The committee on teachers, with the sanction of the school board,

organized September, 1871, a high school class in schools 1 and 2.

This was done with the view of providing a course of instruction for

those pupils who had completed the grammar grade, and yet had a
strong desire to continue their studies to a higher point, and still

remain in connection with the public schools. There are, at present,

about forty-five such scholars pursuing the enlarged course of study

prescribed by the board. During the past year the schools have
been in a prosperous condition. Indeed, in this particular, there has

been quite a steady and encouraging increase. For this two causes

may be assigned, viz : the rapid growth of this city, and the high

character of the schools themselves.

There has been no corporal punishment, used in the public schools

since January last, when the new " rules and regulations " went into

efiect.

The second clause of section sixty-four of these rules reads thus :

" In extreme cases corporal punishment may be inflicted for willful

neglect or insubordination, but only by the principal." This, in the

Judgment of some of the school commissioners, is in direct conflict

with the State law enacted a few years ago, which abolished corporal

punishment in all the public schools of New Jersey, except in cities

like Elizabeth, whose boards of education, in accordance with their

own express by-laws, in force at the time of the passage of the law

referred to, allow its use in the schools subject to their control. And
furthermore, the State superintendent of public instruction has given

a written opinion to the effect, that the board of school commissioners

of Elizabeth, in adopting the last clause of section eighty-nine

—

^' All previous rules and regulations are hereby rescinded "—virtually
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abolished corporal punishment in all the schools under their jurisdic-

tion. If this opinion be correct, and its correctness we have no dis-

position to dispute, then that part of section eighty-four just quoted,
cannot be legally enforced—being, in fact, nothing more than a mere
nullity.

In deference to the opinion of the State superintendent, and in

consequence of a dilfcrence of sentiment prevailing among the school
commissioners themselves, as to the validity of the rule in question,

the principals of the public schools wisely concluded to abandon the

use of the rod to enforce discipline, and rely entirely on other means
more in accord with law and public opinion, for the maintenance of
that good order for which our schools have been noted. The task,

it will be perceived, was a difficult one. It was not to be accom-
plished in a week, or a month, or three months, nor without much
exhausting labor, great tact, untiring energy and unwearied perse-

verance on the part of those whom alone the board hold responsible

for the good government of their schools. Though the work was
arduous, our principals were equal to its performance. They have
already done much to improve the discipline of their schools without
resorting to the infliction of corporal punishment. And it is believed

that before the close of another year these schools will have attained
their former high position in respect to order.

It is very gratifying to the superintendent to be able to report this

year a marked improvement in the reading of many of the pupils

belonging to the public schools. The teachers have given more than
ordinary attention in the class room to this important branch of in-

struction. It may be the unfavorable criticisms of the superin-

tendent, in a previous report on the manner in which this subject

was taught in the schools, have produced the change for the better.

To show the interest which the teachers have taken in this matter, it

is only necessary to state that they requested professor Watson, best

known, perhaps, as the author of a series of reading books, to give

them instruction in elocution. Under his able tuition for about two
terms, most of them have become well qualified and successful

teachers of this important study.

In spelling there has been a creditable advance made by the high
school classes, and some of the grades of the primary and grammar
departments. There is, however, still room for much improvement
in this important, but too often neglected, branch of instruction.

In teaching- spelling, perhaps, better results could be accomplished
by the pupils in the higher departments, if they were required to

write from dictation, either daily or on alternate days, not merely
single words, but also, and especially sentences or short extracts,

from their reading lessons. In this way, it is believed, the scholars

could secure a thorough knowledge of those little words which have
no place in the difficult test spelling books in use.

The study of grammar is commenced in the lowest grade of the
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grammar department, and continued through the second year of the

academic course. In giving instruction in tliis important Ijranch of
knowledge, the teachers have met with a fair degree of success

during the past year. Though, perhaps, they have consumed too

much time in teaching the mere theory of grammar, still they have

been, to some good degree, successful in giving their pupils a prac-

tical acquaintance with this interesting study. This has been accom-

plished by affording their scholars more or less practice in the

parsing and analysis of sentences, the correction of " false syntax,"

and writing of compositions.

The results attained in arithmetic are, in the main, satisfactory.

This study is one of the most important taught in the schools. No
other receives more time and attention than this. In consideration

of its great importance, the teachers should be well qualified to give

thorough instruction in it. Most of them are thus qualified, and

have succeeded, during the past year, in awakening in the minds of
their pupils considerable interest in this subject.

The fundamental principles of this study should be well learned

in the primary departments of the public schools. Here, and here

alone, is the place for acquiring a thorough knowledge of the purely

elementary rules of arithmetic. No pupil should be allowed to be

promoted from the primary into the grammar department, until he

could perform with accuracy and a fair degree of speed, " examples"

in the above rules. If, as is sometimes the case, there are boys and
girls in the grammar departments with an imperfect knowledge of

even the multiplication table, it would be no detriment to the schol-

arship of the schools to send back all such into the primary depart-

ment, to remain till this important table is thoroughly learned. It

is believed that our principals would have no occasion to adopt such

a course more than once or twice.

It would be far from being a barren exercise, were the pupils of

the higher departments drilled, at least, once a week, in the very

fundamental rules of arithmetic, for no other purpose than to acquire

great accuracy and facility in adding, multiplying and dividing num-
bers.

The process of short division, when the divisor is but one digit,

should be more generally taught in our schools.

In solving arithmetical problems, the shortest and best methods

ought always t) be adopted. Some of our teachers take pride in

discovering such methods, and these they successfully teach to their

pupils.

The study of history, since the adoption of the " Course of Instruc-

tion" by the school board, last October, has been introduced into all

the grades of the grammar departments, and, is now receiving b6th

from teachers and scholars, as much atfention as any other of the

regular studies pursued in the schools. CE^
In algebra and geometery the pupils of the high school classes are

making slow but sure progress.
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The superintendent, in accordance with a resolution adopted by
the school board, about a year ago. examined with some degree of
thoroughness, the grammar departments of schools 1 and 2, at

the close of the last summer term. The satisfactory results of that

examination were given to the board in the regular monthly report
of the superintendent for July. It would be well to so amend the
abore resolution, that, in future, the examination shall include all

the three departments—primary, grammar and high school.

In bringing this report to a conclusion, the superintendent takes

great pleasure in stating, that the board of school commissioners of
Elizabeth have done much during the past year, to promote the pros-

perity and greater efficiency of the public schools of this city, and,
it is their earnest and firm resolve to make these schools each year,

centres of still higher intellectual and moral influences to this com-
munity.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of ATLJIJYTIC,

TOWNSHIPS AND
DISTRICTS OR

CITIES.

FIXANCIAL STATEMENT-
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State of Xew Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report^ by Districts, for the County of BERGEJS",

riNASCIAL STATEMENT.

TOWNSHIPS AND

DISTBICTS OR

CITIES.
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State of JYeiv Jersey,for the School Year ending Jiugust 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of BERGEJV.
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State of JYeio Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31 1871.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of BURLIjYGTOJ\,
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State of A'^ew Jersey, for the School Year Ending August 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of BURLIjYGTOjY,
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State of Jfew Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of BURLIJVGTOJV,
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State of A''ew Jersey, for the School Year ending ^iugust 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of CAMDEM.
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State of J^ew Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of CAPE MAY,
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State of J\rew Jersey, for the School Year ending Jiugust 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of CUMBERLAJVD,
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State of JVew Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts
, for the County of ESSEX.
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State of Mew Jersey, for the School Year Ending August 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of GLOUCESTER,
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iSiate jf Kew Jersey^ for the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, by Districts, for the County of GLOUCESTER^
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State of JVew Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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Statistical Report, hy Districts
, for the County of HUJ\TERDOJV,
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State of JVew Jersey, for the School Year ending August 31, 1872.
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North Vernon,
West Vernon,
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