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Amendments Adopted in 1 984 to the 1 94 7 Constitution 

ARTICLE IV, SECTION VII, PARAGRAPH 2 
Amend Article IV, Section VII, paragraph 2, of the Constitution 

to read as follows: ' 

2. No gambling of any kind shall be authorized by the Legisla-
ture unless the specific kind, restrictions and control thereof have 
been heretofore submitted to, and authorized by a majority of the 
votes cast by, the people at a special election or shall hereafter be 
submitted to, and authorized by a majority of the votes cast 
thereon by, the legally qualified voters of the State voting at a 
general election, except that, without any such submission or 
authorization: 

A. It shall be lawful for bona fide veterans, charitable, educa-
tional, religious or fraternal organizations, civic and service clubs, 
senior citizen association or clubs, volunteer fire companies and 
first-aid or rescue squads to conduct, under such restrictions and 
control as shall from time to time be prescribed by the Legislature 
by fa.w, games of chance of, and restricted to, the selling of rights 
to participate, the awarding of prizes, in the specific kind of game 
of chance sometimes known as bingo or lotto, played with cards 
bearing numbers or other designations, five or more in one line, 
the holder covering numbers as objects, similarly numbered, are 
drawn from a receptacle and the game being won by the person 
who first covers a previously designated arrangement of numbers 
on such a card, when the entire net proceeds of such games of 
chance are to be devoted to educational, charitable, patriotic, re,.. 
ligious or public-spirited uses, and in the case of senior citizen 
associations or clubs to the support of such organizations, in any 
municipality, in which a majority of the qualified voters, voting 
thereon, at a general or special election as the submission thereof 
shall be prescribed by the Legislature by law, shall authorize the 
conduct of such games of chance therein; 

B. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize, by law, 
bona fide veterans, charitable, educational, religious or fraternal 

(129C3) 



1294 AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

organizations, civic and service clubs, senior citizen associations or 
clubs, volunteer fire companies and first-aid or rescue squads to 
conduct games of chance of, and restricted to, the selling of rights 
to participate, and the awarding of prizes, in the specific kinds of 
games of chance sometimes known as raffles, conducted by the 
drawing for prizes or by the allotment of prizes by chance, when 
the entire net proceeds of such games of chance are to be devoted 
to educational, charitable, patriotic, religious or public-spirited 
uses, and in the case of senior citizen associations or clubs to the 
support of such organizations, in any municipality, in which such 
law shall be adopted by a majority of the qualified voters, voting 
thereon, at a general or special election as the submission thereof 
shall be prescribed by law and for the Legislature, from time to 
time, to restrict and control, by law, the conduct of such games of 
-chance; 

C. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize the conduct 
of State lotteries restricted to the selling of rights to participate 
therein and the awarding of prizes by drawings when the entire 
net proceeds of any such lottery shall be for State institutions, 
State aid for education; and 

D. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to authorize by law 
the establishment and operation, under regulation and control by 
the State, of gambling houses or casinos within the boundaries, as 
heretofore established, of the city of Atlantic City, county of 
Atlantic, and to license and tax such operations and equipment 
used in connection therewith. Any law authorizing the establish-
ment and operation of such gambling establishments shall provide 

1for the State revenues derived therefrom to be applied solely for 
the purpose of providing funding for reductions in property taxes, 
rental, telephone, gas, electric, and municipal utilities charges of, 
eligible senior citizens and disabled residents of the State, and for 
additional or expanded health services or benefits or transporta-
tion services or benefits to eligible senior citizens and disabled 
residents, in accordance with such formulae as the Legislature shall 
.by law provide. The type and number of such casinos or gambling 
}louses and of the gambling games which may be conducted in any 
such establishment shall be determined by or pursuant to the 
terms of the law authorizing the establishment and operation 
thereof. 

Adopted November 6, 1984. 
Effective December 6, 1984. 
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ARTICLE VIII, SECTION I, PARAGRAPH 4 
Amend Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 4, of the Constitution' 

to read as fallows: 
4. The Legislature may, from time to time, enact laws granting 

an annual deduction from the amount of any tax bill for taxes on 
the real property of any citizen and resident of this State of the 
age of 65 or more years, or any citizen and resident of this State 
less than 65 years of age who is permanently and totally disabJed 
according to the provisions of the Federal Social Security Act, 
residing in a dwelling house owned by him which is a constituent 
part of such real property or residing in a dwelling house owned 
by him which is assessed as real property but which is situated on 
land owned by another or others, but no such deduction shall be in: 
excess of $160.00 with respect to any year prior to 1981, $200.00 per 
year in 1981, $225.00 per year in 1982, and $250.00 per year in 1983 · 
and any year thereafter and such deduction shall be restricted to 
owners having an income not in excess of $5,000.00 per year with 
respect to any year prior to 1981, $8,000.00 per year in 1981, 
$9,000.00 per year in 1982, and $10,000.00 per year in 1983 and any 
year thereafter, exclusiv-e of benefits under any one of the following: 

a. The Federal Social Security Act and all amendments and 
supplements thereto; 

b. Any other program of the federal government or pursuant 
to any other federal law which provides benefits in whole or in 
part in lieu of benefits referred to in, or for persons excluded from 
coverage under, a. hereof including but not limited to the Federal: 
Railroad Retirement Act and federal pension, disability and re-
tirement programs; or 

c. Pension, disabiJity or retirement programs of any state or its.· 
political subdivisions, or agencies thereof, for persons not cov-ered: 
under a. hereof; provided, however, that the total amount of bene-: 
fits to be allowed exclusion by any owner under b. or c. hereof shall· 
not be in excess of the maximum amount of benefits payable to, and, 
allowable for exclusion by, an owner in similar circumstances 
under a. hereof. 

The surviving spouse of a deceased citizen and resident of this 
State who during his or her life received a real property tax deduc-
tion pursuant to this paragraph shall be entitled, so long as he or 
she shall remain unmarried and a resident in the same dwelling 
house situated on the same land with respect to which said deduc-
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tion was granted, to the same deduction, upon the same conditions, 
with respect to the same real property or with respect to the same 
dwelling house which is situated on land owned by another or others, 
notwithstanding that said surviving spouse is under the age of 65 
and is not permanently and totally disabled, provided that said 
surviving spouse is 55 years of age or older. 

Any such deduction when so granted by law shall be granted so 
that it will not be in addition to any other deduction or exemption, 
except a deduction granted under authority of paragraph 3 of this 
section, to which the said citizen and resident may be entitled, but 
said citizen and resident may receive in addition any homestead 
rebate or credit provided by law. The State shall annually reim-
burse each taxing district in an amount equal to one-half of the tax 
loss to the district resulting from the allowance of tax deductions 
pursuant to this paragraph. 

Adopted November 6, 1984. 
Effective December 6, 1984. 

ARTICLE VIII, SECTION I, PARAGRAPH 7 
Amend Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 7, of the Constitution 

to read as follows: 
7. No tax shall be levied on personal incomes of individuals, 

estates and trusts of this State unless the entire net receipts there-
from shall be received into the treasury, placed in a perpetual fund 
and be annually appropriated, pursuant to formulas established 
from time to time by the Legislature, to the several counties, muni-
cipalities and school districts of this State exclusively for the 
purpose of reducing or offsetting property taxes. In no event, 
however, shall a tax so levied on personal incomes be levied on 
payments received under the federal Social Security Act, the 
federal Railroad Retirement Act, or any federal law. which sub-
stantially reenacts the provisions of either of those laws. 

Adopted November 6, 1984. 

Effective December 6, 1984. 



AMENDMENTS ADOPTED 

ARTICLE VIII, SECTION II, PARAGRAPH 4 

1297 

Amend Article VIII, Section II, of the Constitution by adding 
the following paragraph: 

4. There shall be credited annually to a special account in the 
General Fund an amount equivalent to the revenue derived from 
$0.025 per gallon from the tax imposed on the sale of motor fuels 
pursuant to chapter 39 of Title 54 of the Revised Statutes pro-
vided, however, the dedication and use of such revenues as pro-
vided in this paragraph shall be subject and subordinate to (a) 
all appropriations of revenues from such taxes made by laws 
previously enacted in accordance with Article VIII, Section II, 
paragraph 3 of the State Constitution in order to provide the 
ways and means to pay the principal and interest on bonds of the 
State presently outstanding or authorized to be issued under such 
laws or (b) any other use of those revenues previously enacted 
into law. This amount shall be appropriated from time to time by 
the Legislature, only for the purposes of paying or financing the 
cost of planning, acquisition, engineering, construction, reconstruc-
tion, repair and rehabilitation of the transportation system in this 
State and it shall not be competent for the Legislature to borrow, 
appropriate or use this amount or any part thereof for any other 
purpose, under any pretense whatever. The provisions of this 
paragraph shall be of no effect after 17 years from the date on 
which this amendment becomes part of the Constitution. 

Adopted November 6, 1984. 
Effective December 6, 1984. 




