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Highlights of CURRENT PROGRAM STATISTICS 

TANF (Tables 1 and 5, Graphs 1 and 4) 

As of the end of February 1998, 80,149 eligible families in New Jersey were receiving TANF cash assis
tance: 

• less than 77,000 single head of household families 

• 3300 two-parent families. 

In addition, there were nearly 6600 families receiving Medicaid Only assistance. 

The largest number of TANF families receiving cash assistance, by county: 

(55.4 percent of all TANF families) 

• 22,146 Essex 

• 12,924 Hudson 

• 9,348 Camden 

The number of TANF cash assistance families in other counties ranged from: 
• 69 families in Hunterdon County to 5,800 in Passaic County, 


with seven below 1000 families 


There were about 2800 fewer eligible TANF families receiving cash assistance in February 1998 than 
in January, with a decline close to 30,000, or 27 percent, over the number of AFDC families receiv
ing cash assistance two years ago, in February 1996. 

• 	 Single head families: 2600 fewer were eligible in February 1998 than in January and close to 
27,000 below two years ago. 

• 	 Two parent families: declined nearly 3000 from more than 6300 in February 1995. 

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 	 (Tables 2 and 6, Graphs 2, 5, and 6) 

At the end of February 1998, less than 178,000 households were participating in the Food Stamp 
Program. 

• 	 TANF: About 80,000 households with 255,000 persons. 

• 	 Other low income: nearly 98,000 households with 147,000 persons. 

• 	 Total persons: 402,000, including 190,000 adults and 212,000 children 

• 	 By County: 48.9 percent of the households were in: Essex 45,900 


Hudson 24,000 


Camden 17,100 
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In the last two years, the number of Food Stamp households in New Jersey remained in the 
220,000 to 223,000 range through June 1996, and declined substantially thereafter (from about 
220,000 in June 1996 down to less than 178,000 in February 1998). 

• 	 The number of AFDCITANF households has been less than the number of Other Low Income 
households for the past two years. Other Low Income households peaked close to 115,000 in May 
1996 and declined to about 100,000 or less in August 1997 through February 1998. TANF(FS) 
households steadily declined from about 110,000 in February 1996 to about 80,000 two years later. 

• 	 Total FS Recipients: in the last two years, peaked at almost 516,000 in March 1996, and de
clined to 402,000 by February 1998, a drop of nearly 114,000, or 22 percent. 

• 	 Adult FS Recipients: peaked at close to 248,000 in March 1996, and were down by close to 
58,000 (23.3 percent) at 190,000 in February 1998. 

• 	 Recipient FS Children: declined by about 56,000 (20.9 percent), from about 268,000 in February 
1996 to 212,000 in February 1998. 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 	 (Tables 3, 7 and 9, Graphs 3, 7 and 9) 

In February 1998 Emergency Assistance (EA) payments were made for 2378 eligible TANF fami
lies and 145 SSI recipients in New Jersey. For TANF families this included payments for: 

• 	 Temporary Rental Assistance (TRA) for 826 families 

• 	 Motel placements for 140 families and emergency shelter placements for 259 families 

• 	 All other TANF-EA for 1153 families (including back rent, back utilities, security deposits, furnish
ings, clothing and food allowance, or transitional housing) 

• 	 825 families in Essex County, 237 in Passaic County, 227 in Bergen County, and for less than 
200 TANF families in each of the other counties. 

In the past two years, the average number of EA payments for TANF/AFDC families was 4800 in 
1996, and less than 3600 for 1997. Payments for February 1998 were 2000 below February 1996. 

• 	 TRA payments declined by more than 50 percent from 1,800 per month in February 1996 to about 
800 in February 1998. 

• 	 Families receiving Emergency Shelter payments averaged 345 per month in 1996, and 293 in 1997. 

• 	 Motel payments were made for an average of 320 families per month in 1996, and 240 in 1997; 
and declined from 305 payments in February 1996 to 140 in February 1998. 

• 	 Families receiving Other EA payments averaged 2388 per month in 1996 and 1762 in 1997. Pay
ments for February 1998 were 900 below February 1996. 

For 1995 there were an average of 7400 GA EA recipients, and 6800 for 1996. Of those, GA TRA 
payments were made to an average of 4400 recipients in 1995, and 4100 in 1996. For the first 
eleven months of 1997 there were an average of less than 6800 GA EA payments and slightly 
over 4000 GA TRA payments. 
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TANF PARTICIPATION RATES 	 (Table 8, Graph 8) 

In February 1998 the Statewide TANF participation rate was 51.1 percent. This is an increase of 
almost 3 percentage points over January, and more than three times the rate of May 1997. These 
rates are based on the new formulation mandated by the 1996 federal welfare reform legislation 
establishing Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), which went into effect with the 
implementation of Work First New Jersey welfare reform. 

• County rates were distributed as follows: 
20.0 to 29.9 percent -- Essex 
40.0 to 49.9 percent -- Hudson, Mercer 
50.0 to 59.9 percent -- Passaic, Union 
60.0 to 69.9 percent -- Bergen, Camden, Monmouth 
70.0 to 79.9 percent -- Ocean, Warren 
80.0 to 89.9 percent -- Cumberland, Gloucester 
90.0 to 99.9 percent -- Atlantic, Cape May, Salem 

100 percent -- Burlington, Hunterdon , Middlesex, 

Morris, Somerset, Sussex 


GENERAL ASSISTANCE 	 (Table 9, Graph 9) 

There were about 27,000 GA recipients in November 1997, about 800 less than in October, and 
the lowest level in the past two years. Most of the decline has been among employable GA 
recipients. The GA total was 3500 below November 1996 and 5300 below November 1995. 

• Employable GA recipients reached a peak in March 1996 of more than 23,500. They remained 
. around 	20,000 from June 1996 through April 1997, and less than 18,000 since July 1997. No
vember 1997 was the first month under 17,000. 

• Unemployable GA recipients remained in the 10,000 to 11,000 range over the past two years. 

CHILD SUPPORT AND PATERNITY 	 (Table 10) 

In the first quarter of FFY 1998 (October 1997 - December 1997), the total distribution of collec
tions of the Child Support and Paternity Program increased to $145.8 million, compared to 
$136.4 million in the same quarter in FFY 1997 (October 1996 - December 1996). 
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Table 1 ~NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS AND TERMINATIONS DURING REPORT MONTH, AND ~ 
E 	 ~ 

TANF ~NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE FAMILIES RECEIVING TANF AT END OF REPORT MONTH ® 
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PROGRAM February 1998 

Applications Terminations Single Head Two Parent Total Medicaid 
County Approved Families Families TANF* Only 

... ,............................................................ ............... ................................................ ·...........................,;,·.................................................................................................................. ...........................................................................................................,;,· 


ATLANTIC 205 315 2,248 44 2,292 159 

BERGEN 	 103 194 1,802 141 1,943 88 

BURLINGTON 182 195 1,703 92 1,795 322 


CAMDEN 619 886 8,844 504 9,348 989 
CAPE MAY 66 72 567 64 631 83 
CUMBERLAND 242 250 2,293 224 2,517 383 
ESSEX 603 1,815 21,803 343 22,146 774 
GLOUCESTER 154 267 1,465 58 1,523 280 
HUDSON 383 647 12,328 596 12,924 1,054 
HUNTERDON '12 13 65 4 69 34 
MERCER 274 367 3,582 105 3,687 388 
MIDDLESEX 284 409 3,300 260 3,560 465 
MONMOUTH 165 220 2,842 105 2,947 150 
MORRIS 34 51 393 14 407 97 
OCEAN 152 199 1,753 159 1,912 398 
PASSAIC 302 374 5,453 347 5,800 141 
SALEM 83 103 590 21 611 66 
SOMERSET 86 100 526 43 569 88 
SUSSEX 26 24 120 9 129 66 
UNION 304 388 4,856 138 4,994 501 
WARREN 32 35 312 33 345 35 

NJ TOTAL 4,311 6,924 76,845 3,304 80,149 6,561 
<-'..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
..:'............................. 


*Note: Historically, total TANF cases have included Medicaid only, However, under federal welfare reform cash assistance and 
22,146 Medicaid have been de-linked and this total now includes only those cases receiving cash assistance, 
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13,144 7,168 5,9762,134 4,072 6,206 6,687 6,457ATLANTIC 
12,529 5,276 7,2531,771 5,032 6,803 7,450 5,079BERGEN 
10,556 5,989 4,567 5,188 5,368BURLINGTON 1,898 2,734 4,632 

9,161 7,934 17,095 42,077 30,443 11,634 18,782 23,295CAMDEN 
802 1,231 2,033 4,913 2,785 2,128 2,464 2,449CAPE MAY 

2,889 2,547 5,436 14,026 9,787 4,239CUMBERLAND 6,288 7,738 
104,074 70,829 33,24522,374 23,488 45,862 48,291 55,783ESSEX 

7,108 4,788 2,320GLOUCESTER 1,519 1,455 2,974 3,325 3,783 
12,878 11,093 23,971 55,345 39,002 16,343HUDSON 24,201 31,144 

HUNTERDON 75 355 430 783 231 552 483 300 
MERCER 3,329 4,058 7,387 16,105 10,607 5,498 7,695 8,410 
MIDDLESEX 3,666 4,675 8,341 17,962 11,231 6,731 8,829 9,133 
MONMOUTH 18,230 9,820 8,4102,969 5,344 8,313 9,262 8,968 
MORRIS 423 1,365 1,788 3,282 1,285 1,997 1,963 1,319 
OCEAN 16,478 8,156 8,3222,375 4,131 6,506 7,554 8,924 
PASSAIC 5,494 8,862 14,356 32,077 18,111 13,966 14,744 17,333 
SALEM 632 695 1,327 3,221 2,068 1,153 1,503 1,718 
SOMERSET 568 1,459 2,027 3,710 1,699 2,011 2,074 1,636 

164 554 718 1,540 531 1,009 848 692SUSSEX 
22,038 13,864 8,174UNION 4,313 5,813 10,126 10,864 11,174 

412 891 1,303 1,537 1,333WARREN 2,870 1,352 1,518 

79,846 97,788 177,634 402,068 255,022 147,046 190,032 212,036NJ TOTAL 
.....,""u"""",......""" ..."",.."" '/",..","'""""",...",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.;,,"',,,,,-,,,,,,,,,/"""""""'''''''''''''''''''''''''''' '/,,,.......,,,,,,...,,"""',,,,,,,,,,,,,,...., ... ,,.......,.....,/...~..,,,,,...,,,""" ...",..." ...""""'.......,.....,....""",,..., ..... ~"I",/...."'...,.,,.............,~...,.'"',.../..., ......,,,,......,,,....,,,,.,..........''''9.,.......'''."'''''~ 
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Table 2 ~ NUMBER OF ATP'S ISSUED TO HOUSEHOLDS, PERSONS, ADULTS ~ ::: 	 .." 

FOOD STAMP ~ AND CHILDREN AT THE END OF THE REPORT MONTH 	 ~ 
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PROGRAM February 1998 
HOUSEHOLDS PERSONS 

Other Other 
County TANF low income TOTAL TOTAL TANF low income Adults Children 

MIDDLESEX ~~~~ 

UNION ::::;:::::::::;:;:;:;:::::::::;:::::::::; 10,126 

MIDDLESEX 8,341 


MONMOUTH 8,313 


MERCER 7,387 


6,506 

HouseholdsBERGEN 

OCEAN 

ATLANTIC 

CUMBERLAND 

BURLINGTON 

GLOUCESTER 

CAPE MAY 

SOMERSET 

MORRIS 

SALEM 

WARREN 

SUSSEX 

HUNTERDON 430 

55,783 

48,291 
31 ,144 

24,201 

23,295 

17,333 
,44 

11,174 
10,864 

9,133 
8,829 

8,968MONMOUTH 

8,924 
,554 	

Persons 

9,262 

MERCER 

BERGEN 

OCEAN 


ATLANTIC 

~Adults o Children 

CUMBERLAND 

BURLINGTON 

GLOUCESTER 

CAPE MAY 

SOMERSET 
GRAPH 2 

MORRIS 

Food Stamp Recipients 
SALEM 

February 1998 
WARREN 


692
SUSSEX 848 
ATP - Authorization to Participate 

300HUNTER DON 483 	 Data is derived from NJ Division of Family Development's 

FAMIS report # FB-160 
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Table 3 

TANF/SSI 

EMERGENCY February 1998 

ASSISTANCE 

TANF Families Receiving Emergency Assistance 551 

TOTAL Temporary Motel Emergency Other Receipients 

ATLANTIC 64 22 10 15 17 6 

BERGEN 227 128 26 30 43 10 

BURLINGTON 29 2 0 17 10 0 
CAMDEN 120 30 4 7 79 13 
CAPE MAY 29 10 2 0 17 2 
CUMBERLAND 32 0 0 12 20 1 

ESSEX 825 399 3 63 360 31 

GLOUCESTER 46 19 1 16 10 5 

HUDSON 103 23 9 20 51 8 

HUNTERDON 0 0 0 0 0 

MERCER 125 56 19 0 50 9 

MIDDLESEX 199 20 21 24 134 23 

MONMOUTH 99 56 7 2 34 0 

MORRIS 7 0 0 2 5 3 

OCEAN 82 33 23 0 26 4 

PASSAIC 237 2 2 21 212 19 

SALEM 21 8 4 0 9 1 

SOMERSET 47 3 2 15 27 4 

SUSSEX 12 4 3 4 1 1 

UNION 65 11 2 9 43 4 

WARREN 9 0 2 2 5 1 


NJ TOTAL 2,378 826 140 259 1,153 145 
,.............///............,....,......////////.I'.I'H/'/.....//.I'//H/....//....//////.............////.I'.I'/H......../ ....///'///.......................1'///....//......................///////.1'/.1'.1'////////.1'///.1'.1'//////.........I'.I'...."h"///.I'.I'.I'.I'.I'.I'/ .I'.I'//////.I'....//////////////////......I'///////.............//..../.I'/////////H/.I'/H////////..../H.I'.I'.....////////........//////////....///.I'///////////////.....,..,./.9///..../ ....u///////////..: 


GRAPH 3 

825 TANF Families Receiving 

Emergency Assistance 

February 1998 
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*January 1998 data not currently available, will be included with February Current Program Statistics 

Derived from NJ Division of Family Development FAMIS Reports #FM457 and #FM430-03A 
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TABLE 4 I WORK FIRST NEW JERSEY STATISTICAL SUMMARY 
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WFN.J February 1998 

EMPLOYED CHILD EMPLOYED POST 

OPEN CARE CLOSED TANF 

(TANF ON ACTIVE CHILD 

RECIPIENT) CASE CARE 
....////n//..(///.-!'"lj"/.« ..//.q/.~..7..(.:"..»/.~-'/.'~;7.~;:;::;-Xq/..(6:'-$"'H.~~:../.~;:;:;:;r.../X"'=;~.....h:'/,""/..v#/.~::(.:'../;:%'../~:;~-9'/.@x../».;OX:;=~~~u#_~:==i~~:~:~~~,

1,080 142 295 161
ATLANTIC 319 133 37 144 

1,195 157 112 91
BERGEN 328 140 48 92 


833 358 83 407
BURLINGTON 293 116 45 225 


5,269 758 623 1,345 
 1,709 573 168 488
CAMDEN 

378 86 55 65 
 103 27 17 38
CAPE MAY 

1,395 212 355 763 
 255 158 47 184
CUMBERLAND 

15,777 1,235 1,944 763 
 1,403 1,518 220 313
ESSEX 

209 89 49 124
647 112 46 346
GLOUCESTER 

8,603 1,182 1,862 181 
 1,073 1,159 154 485
HUDSON 

12 5 3 15
30 0 6 18
HUNTERDON 

2,092 202 317 155 
 267 282 59 228
MERCER 

1,694 25 399 564 
 674 221 79 238
MIDDLESEX 

1,829 165 199 181 
 473 351 70 246
MONMOUTH 

183 91 53 179 
 76 52 17 59
MORRIS 

196 135 56 191
897 76 84 403
OCEAN 

3,574 670 781 357 
 427 417 52 194
PASSAIC 

90 89 10 39
305 44 123 40
SALEM 

279 40 93 17 
 111 58 29 64
SOMERSET 

55 20 7 29 
 35 23 5 49
SUSSEX 

2,793 105 1,489 473 
 388 371 103 161
UNION 

206 75 8 65 
 45 23 13 26
WARREN 

8,486 5,940 1,281 3,60349,114 5,755 8,934 6,603STATE 
;,v/,.w/...U/h/HUU...".w/h////Uh'U////////fi~,U////u/.u///.uu////////uuU/";':'Y/uU"':W//U/U/U"':'Y//,UUh.<:'Y,;'-'U/"':,;,'U//U"':W/.a.;,-/uu.,;'U/h"':~/";';'-h;'-"':~''';''////h;;('';'-~'';''';~;;-;';';';'-'';·W''''''';~Q.:~-;';';':'--;';r.a.;,-/,,q'u/" .../u//.,.....,:r.u,'uu/...U.,;'W/h»;,-";,v. 

Data is derived from NJ Division of Family Development's FAMIS reports 
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February 1996 through February 1998 

Applications Terminations Single Head Two Parent 
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TOTAL TANF/AFDC FAIIIIlIES' , , , , , , 
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f 

Data is derived from NJ Division of Family Development's FAMIS report #FF-012 

"Note: Historically. total TANF/AFDC cases have included Medicaid only. However. under federal welfare reform cash assistance and Medicaid have been de
linked and we will now display only those cases receiving cash assistance. 
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Table 6 ~ NUMBER OF ATP'S ISSUED TO HOUSEHOLDS, PERSONS, ADULTS ~ 
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ATP - Authorization to Participate 


Data is derived from NJ Division of Family Development's FAMIS report # FB-160 
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